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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON
Rector

The Rev Simon Taylor

01483 421267
simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org

Associate Vicar

The Rev Catherine McBride
01483 421267
Mervil Bottom, Malthouse Lane,
Hambledon GU8 4HG catherine.mcbride@bhcgodalming.org

Assistant Vicar

The Rev David Jenkins
6 Quartermile Road
Godalming GU7 1TG

Churchwarden

Mrs Elizabeth Cooke
Marepond Farm, Markwick Lane
Loxhill, Godalming, GU8 4BD

01483 416084

01483 208637

Churchwarden

Alan Harvey
35 Maplehatch Close,
Godalming, GU7 1TQ

Assistant Churchwarden

Mr David Chadwick, Little Beeches,
14 Springhill, Elstead,
Godalming, GU8 6EL

01252 702268

Dr Alison Martin
Tillies, Munstead Heath Road
Godalming GU8 4AR

01483 893619

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid

01483 423264

Sunday Services
Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,
which is shown on page 5
The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.
Details from Catherine McBride Tel: 01483 421267
Alpha details and information from
The Rev Catherine McBride Tel: 01483 421267
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact
Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office
Tel No: 01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm)
Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued,
contact the Church Wardens
The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays
The Associate Vicar is normally off duty on Fridays
The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of
Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr Chris Bergin 01428 643877);
St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s,
Milford (Fr Michael 01483 416880)

Copy deadlines for the
August magazine
The deadline is Thursday, 20 July

TO SUBSCRIBE AND HAVE
THE MAGAZINE DELIVERED, £6 per year
PLEASE CONTACT: MARY PARKER
Telephone: 01428 682545

Please send your copy to
John Hindley
Whitegates, Gasden Lane
Witley GU8 5RJ
01428 681423
email: jjhindley@gmail.com
Advertisers, please contact
Derek Miller, 2 Church Lane,
Hambledon, GU8 4DS
01428 684362
email: dercyn@btinternet.com
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Assistant Vicar’s Vista – July

Dear All

H

ow time flies. All the trees are now in full leaf and some of us will have noticed that the oak
leaves came out before ash, which is important if you believe the old adage:
Oak before ash we are in for a splash,
Ash before oak we are in for a soak.
We certainly have not had much rain so far this year so, who knows, it could be true. One thing
that is true is that Hambledon really looks a picture, with its leafy lanes, cottage flowerbeds in front
gardens and the cricket green promising leisurely summer afternoons with tea served from the village
shop. And that’s just driving around the village; but we know there are hidden treasures too. Places
like the National Trust cottage hidden in the Hurst, which revives memories of yester year. Other
treasures are hidden up mysterious pathswhich open out on to beautiful heathland with heather and
bright yellow gorse and broom. Not to mention the views, which extend all the way to the South Downs.
Then there is the Hurst itself. A place where children can walk and play and let their imaginations run
wild. Is that a witch over there hiding in the shadows? Should we build a camp over here or was that
the Surrey Puma I saw creeping low in the undergrowth not very far away?
That would have been me just a few years ago (well, quite a lot of years ago actually). We
would go out over the fields doing boyhood things, only returning home when our stomachs dictated.
As I say, how time flies and now I am writing July on the cheques. Sorry to say, but from now onward
the nights grow longer, not shorter, and soon the trees will have less leaves on, not more, and one more
ring to show for all their endeavour.
That’s a question I sometimes ask myself. What have I achieved since those days when mum
would not expect us home until the energy stored up from our last meal ran out?
If the truth be told – not very much. Just as Shelley’s Ozymandias would have found out if he
lived long enough (see below).
But there is one thing which is very special, ‘peace of mind’; and if you know the lanes and byways of Hambledon you will know that the church itself sits hidden up Church Lane and if you are
looking for peace of mind I think that’s exactly what St Peter’s Church can give you in abundance.
Why not give it a visit now that it is unlocked most days? Better still, come along one Sunday,
when a warm welcome awaits you.
Time will continue to fly whatever we do, so why not enjoy it and be at peace with its Creator?

God Bless everyone,
David Jenkins, Assistant Vicar
Hambledon and Busbridge

I met a traveller from an antique land,
Who said —“Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert. . . . Near them, on the sand,
Half sunk a shattered visage lies, whose frown,
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,

The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed;
And on the pedestal, these words appear:
My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings;
Look on my Works, ye Mighty, and despair!
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay
Of that colossal Wreck, boundless and bare
The lone and level sands stretch far away.”
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CHURCH CALENDAR
July 2017

2nd July
3rd Sunday after Trinity

no 9 am service today (due to ordinations at the Cathedral)
10.30 am
Messy Church at Hambledon Nursery School
___________________________________________________

9th July
4th Sunday after Trinity

9.00 am
Morning Prayer (BCP)
10.30 am
Holy Communion (CW)
____________________________________________________

Saturday
15th July

8.30 to 10 am Prayer Breakfast
A time to meet together to pray. All are welcome
____________________________________________________

16th July
5th Sunday after Trinity

9.00 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am
Morning Worship (CW)
____________________________________________________

23rd July
6th Sunday after Trinity

9.00 am
Morning Prayer (BCP)
10.30 am
Morning Worship (CW)
____________________________________________________

30th July
7th Sunday after Trinity

9.00 am
Morning Prayer (BCP)
10.30 am
Morning Worship (CW)
___________________________________________________

And in August
6th August

10.30am

SUMMER SPECIAL!
♦
Combined service for both congregations,
followed by a bring and share picnic

Services at St. John’s, Busbridge
8.00 am
9.00 am

Holy Communion (said)
Classic service:
Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays
10.30 am
Contemporary service:
1st Sunday: All Age
3rd Sunday: Holy Communion
Groups for children of all ages in various locations – turn up and ask!
6.30 pm
Benefice Evening Worship
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PARISH & PEOPLE

W

e have been saddened to learn of the death
of Tony Field and send to his son Richard
and daughter Jane, as well as other members
of the family, the loving sympathy of Hambledon
neighbours and friends. As Richard has so rightly
said, the Vann Lane yard will never be the same again
– it had been Tony’s home for around 60 years.
Our good wishes go to Sylvie and Dick Partridge
as Dick celebrates his 94th birthday. We miss them
from the Hambledon scene, but they still receive the
magazine.
Thirty local groups contributed to A Celebration
in Flowers held recently in St Peter’s Church. The
organisers would like to thank all participants for
making it such a resounding success, both visually and
as an example of community collaboration.
Congratulations to Derek and Cynthia Miller
who have recently taken delivery of their sixth greatgrandchild. Well done Carly and Lee as you welcome
Indie Hope into your family – a sister for Poppy.
Dr Rob Wilks has now retired from the Witley
Surgery. Many of us in Hambledon will miss him and
we thank him for his kindness and help over 30-plus
years. We wish him well and very many years of
enjoyable retirement with his family. Mostly we will

miss that wonderful laugh which must have
reverberated the entire length of Wheeler Lane.
And last, but by no means least, everyone will
surely want to join in wishing Pat Williams a very
happy 90th birthday on July 1. Pat has stressed that
she “doesn’t want a fuss” – but good wishes from
everyone currently living in the village plus numerous
former residents definitely does not constitute a fuss.
It is simply a huge thank-you to someone who is one
of the stalwarts of Hambledon: if ever something
needs to be done or someone needs help, Pat is your
person. She signed on as a volunteer as soon as the
Village Shop re-opened in 1992 and did more than her
fair share of stints over many years. She is also one of
the lynch-pins of the Parish Magazine: she master,minds “Parish and People” and only recently handed
over the organisation of the magazine’s delivery in and
beyond the village. And people far younger then her
have been phased by a new knee – but not Pat. She
was back on the road in no time; the physiotherapy
has been discarded; and we expect the stick to follow
suit any time soon.
Congratulations to an amazing lady and by the
time you read this we all hope she will have enjoyed a
very special birthday.

The Village Play Area
It was years in the making, which goes to show that some people
just won’t give up. At last the tenacity of a few has borne fruit
(or, rather, wood chippings and logs and, it is to be hoped, a lot of
fun).

F

riday16 June saw the completion of a project that
was first suggested over ten years ago.
Eventually a petition from parents organised by
Anthea Edwards, who at that time was a leading light
in Hambletots, led to Stephen Dean agreeing that a
small piece of his land beside the Village Shop could
be used for a small, informal play area. The Parish
Council took over responsibility for its creation and
the scheme was overseen by Councillors Mary Grove
and Mike Parry.
Tim Coleman
contributed
a
day’s labour to
help with its
preparation and
construction. The
spreading of the
bark and the
placing of the
The working party
logs was com-

pleted
by
a
working
party
consisting
of
Mary
Grove,
Nick
Massey,
Mike Parry, Jon
Petersen,, Chris
Rogers, Philip
Underwood and
Jack
Wilson.
Tucker Anderson and Peggy
Smith were in
attendance.
Councillors at work
The Parish
Council is extremely grateful to all of the above and
also to Ursula Cook who made a substantial donation
towards the cost of the materials. Everyone now waits
to watch the children’s faces as they put this new
venture to the test.
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Work spaces, school places
There are grounds for hope that a few more of the former may materialise
in Hambledon; but finding places in primary schools is becoming
increasingly difficult. The Parish Council hopes to address the problem
– but it needs help from villagers.

T

he Parish Council has recently been asked
about the availability of small office-cumworkshop spaces in the village. This is hardly
surprising given the increased tendency for people to
work from home – but perhaps not from the kitchen
table. At their meeting on 13 June Councillors were
therefore pleased to have the opportunity to support an
application for two new buildings on the former Coal
Yard site which currently houses three thriving
businesses. The Hambledon Pottery and Froyle Tiles
employ two people, as does the Hurtwood Joinery
(both of them local) and which has already had to
expand to accommodate the amount of work it is
getting. The most recent arrival is the Crumby Bakery
which, in its new premises, is going from strength to
strength. There are at least two more candidates for
space on the site, which proves that there is a need for
small country units in the area to enable small
businesses to get started. Their presence also helps
Hambledon to remain a mixed community, which is
something else to which the Parish Council attaches
considerable importance.
The success or otherwise of the application will
depend on whether Waverley considers that the
buildings are of sufficiently small scale and that the
site is sufficiently well screened so as not to impact
adversely on the Green Belt. The Parish Council has
also suggested that consideration be given to imposing
conditions to prevent anti-social noise and out-ofhours activities on the site.
At the time of writing it is not known how the
English Rural Housing Association proposes to
proceed following refusal of its planning application at
Orchard Farm.
Public consultation has now opened on Part 2 of
the new Waverley Local Plan. The Parish Council is
considering whether to make representations on
proposed policies governing extensions to or the
replacement of houses in the Green Belt. There is no
mention of Hambledon in the section that deals with
the delivery of new housing, nor is it a candidate for
Green Belt or settlement boundary changes. The
consultation document is available on the Waverley
web site (www.waverley.gov.uk/LPP2) and the
consultation period runs to 24 July.
As suspected (Parish Council news, April issue),
Surrey County Council has withdrawn the funding that
over the past three years has enabled Parish Councils
to commission their own roadside maintenance
work. Hambledon Parish Council will therefore be
drawing on its reserves to pay for Colin Rapley to
undertake this essential work during the winter
months; and in future years this will have to be
supported by an increase in the Parish Precept. This

Hambledon

Parish Council

year’s programme of vegetation cuts to the Greensand Way and four other well-used paths running
through the village is due to go ahead during July but
we still await news about repairing the Greensand Way
between the Ashlands Reservoir and Maple Bungalow.
As was reported in the last issue, the Parish
Council has been investigating the problems that
Hambledon children encounter in obtaining places in
local primary schools. However, if it is to make any
headway it needs information about actual, as opposed
to perceived, needs.
As one of the many villages in the area which
does not have its own primary school, Hambledon has
to depend on its neighbours. Two of these, Chiddingfold and Grayswood, are in charge of their own
admission arrangements and would have to be asked
direct if they could consider taking more children from
Hambledon. Admission arrangements for the primary
schools in Witley, Busbridge and Milford are managed
by Surrey which has categorically stated that it would
not afford priority to children living in Hambledon.
This is not what the Parish Council is seeking – it just
wants a level playing field for all children within a
reasonable radius of these schools.
However, if the Parish Council is to ask for a
rethink when admission arrangements come up for
consultation in October, it needs to have a case. So
could all families who have children starting school in
autumn 2018 and who would like them to go to a local
primary school please get in touch with the Clerk (if
possible before everyone disappears for the summer
holidays) so that, if necessary, the battle can continue.
As yet there is no news regarding Hambledon’s
application to be judged Village of the Year 2017.
However, planning for next year’s fete and associated
activities (on Friday 22– Sunday 24 June) are going
from strength to strength, starting off with a beer fest/
jazz evening, continuing with the fete and ball on the
Saturday and on the Sunday, following the church
service in the morning, a car rally and tour of the local
lanes.

Waverley Borough Council
Notice of closure: Godalming Public Toilets
Since Monday 19 June the public toilets in Crown
Court Car Park have been closed. This is one of the
results of the substantial cuts which Waverley had to
make when it set its budget for 2017-18. Public toilets
incur high maintenance and running costs and the ones
in Crown Court needed significant investment to bring
them up to modern-day standards – funding for which
the Council did not have. However, the public will be
able to use the toilets in the Borough Hall and at Café
Mila on the High Street.
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Hambletots!
We are a friendly, local baby and toddler group who meet on
Wednesday mornings in Hambledon Village Hall from 10-11.30 am
Hambletots is running on 5th, 12th and 19th July. We then close until September.
We have toys for all ages, a baby area and we organise a craft activity for the older children.
Mums, dads and carers with children are welcome along, even if they can’t make every week.
The cost is £1 for each child under a year and £2 for each child over a year.
Come and meet other local parents, carers and children over a cup of tea or coffee.
for more information, please call Jenna van Jaarsveld 07415333086

Vann Open times

for the National Gardens Scheme

Wednesdays to end July 10am-6pm, or by appointment see: vanngarden.co.uk
“There are gardens where the fusion of art and nature, the wild and the cultivated, is so
seamless that they feel like dream landscapes, too natural to be man-made, yet too perfect to be real.
The woodland water garden at Vann is one of these enchanting places….”

Vann, Hambledon, GU8 4EF, Tel: 01428 683413, vann@caroe.com

vanngarden.co.uk

St Dominic’s School
Saturday 1 July,
12 noon-6pm,

& Summer Fête
on the school’s
hill-top site

Confirmed for our line-up of live music:
– Blues Jamm Project – Influenced by soul, blues, classic rock and funk, a blend of haunting
melodies and hard hitting riffs backed by a solid beat that keeps the energy high and the crowds
coming back, they recently released their first EP, ‘The Powerhouse Sessions’.
– Surrey Ukeaholics, a small group of ukulele players play a variety of music, known to throw in
some other instruments like bass guitar and mandolin, and running a ukulele workshop
– a staff-supported pupil/student band. Updates on the Hambledon Village Website.
activities and fun for all the family
refreshments: beer & PIMMS tents, soft drinks, cream teas and BBQ all afternoon.
new exciting stalls & old favourites.
All donations welcome for the ever popular Bottle Tombola – anything from Tomato Ketchup and
Washing-up Liquid to Elderflower Cordial and Prosecco – please drop any donations at the
School Office. We’d be grateful for any contacts you may have who could provide a raffle prize.
A fun- and music-filled afternoon for all the family, supporting our wonderful school.

The Clockhouse, Milford & Villages Day Centre

Supper and Music Evening
at The Barn, The Old Farmhouse, Elstead, GU8 6DB

Saturday 1 July, 6 for 6.30pm
By kind permission of Mr and Mrs Richard Grey
Music by Rodborough School Swing and Jazz Band. £15 each include a two-course
supper.
Licensed bar. Tickets & information: Chandlers Garage, The Green, Elstead
and The Manager, 01483 420 668 or manager@clockhouse.org.uk

Hambledon Parish Magazine, July 2017, Page 8

Activities | Celebration | Family Meal
Come with the whole family to have fun, explore
faith, bring a picnic blanket and stay for lunch

Sunday 2 nd
July
10.3

Hambledo 0am
n Nursery

Sch
(indoors if
very wet !) ool

T 01483 421267

Sunday 2 July, 7.30pm
The Great Hall,
Charterhouse

,

Godalming GU7 2DX

Rachmaninov:

selection from

All-Night Vigil (Vespers)
Chilcott: Little Jazz Mass
Fauré: Cantique de Jean Racine

and works by Finzi & Tavener

Conductor: Michael Veazey
Pianist: Suzy Ruffles

Tickets £15 (Students £8) from
Record Corner, Pound Lane, Godalming; or
Guildford Tourist Office, 155 High St, Guildford
01483 444333 or Godalming Choral Society Ticket Office: 07505 203468 or

godalmingchoral.org.uk

Reg. Charity 254800

We would like to invite you to an

Open Morning
Thursday 6 July, 10 am -12 noon
The Clockhouse, Day Centre in Milford for the over 50s,
is a warm welcoming environment for those looking for
friendship, lunch and a variety of activities.

Pop in for tea and cake,
and see what we have to offer
Last month, we had an interesting talk on Gertrude Jekyll’s links with Busbridge Church,
a fascinating tour of her Munstead Wood gardens, and a delicious buffet and drinks.
Thanks to Lesley Reeves for arranging this very enjoyable 150th Anniversary event!
On Thursday 6 July, Pam Cookney and fellow mosaics enthusiast, Sandy Hannington, will give an introduction
to the art of making mosaics. They’ll bring along samples of individual mosaics they made and explain the processes involved. We’ll then be able to have a go ourselves, which should be fun! Come along and maybe get
inspired to start making your own mosaics.
The meeting starts at 8 pm in Busbridge Church Centre, and we’ll have drinks and nibbles and opportunity for a
chat before the talk/demonstration starts. All are very welcome!
Advance notice: our summer outing on 3 August will be a visit to NGS Tilford Cottage Garden, followed by a
bite of lunch at The Mill, Elstead. More details to follow. Put the date in your diary!
Our annual membership fees and the guest fees cover gifts for speakers, welcome drinks and nibbles plus tea or
coffee afterwards, as well as donations to charities.
Our charity for this year is ‘Topic of Cancer’ Guildford Raising awareness of ground-breaking research into cancer immunotherapy. For more info please phone Janet Harvey 01483- 423264 or Kate Kaye on -415296 or bhcgodalming.org/groups
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Hambledon Cricket Club, Junior BBQ Friday 7 July 6pm start.
• U9s vs. Dads match at 6.30pm

• U10/U11/U12/U13/U14/U15:
various competitions and cricket match

• U15/U13/U11 lads vs dads football match
• Signed Surrey Cricket Bat to Raffle

• BBQ from 6.30pm with Licensed Bar

Coffee Morning
Tuesday 18 July, 11am in the Church Room
and the third Tuesday each month

(and Hearing Aid Clinic)

All welcome – do come
For more information and help with transport call Jacqui Rook 01428

WAGS
Wednesday 19 July , at 2pm, to be held by kind invitation
of Stuart and Ursula Cook at Lower Farm Hambledon Road
All enquiries and directions, Cynthia 01428 684362
We are looking forward to a great summer, with several different events planned.
Thursday 20 July, we are going to the Huxley Birds of Prey and Hillier’s Garden Centre.
The day will include owl stroking, the birds of prey flying display,
opportunities to interact with various birds of prey as well as plenty of
shops (garden centre, farm shop, Edinburgh Woollen Mill, etc) at an
entrance charge of £4.50 for the day.
The day starts at Hiller’s garden centre 11am and will finish by 3:30pm.
You can buy lunch at the garden centre café or you can bring your own.
On Wednesday 23 August PrimeTime Bowls & Games Afternoon at
Holloway Bowls Club Busbridge Recreation Grounds. This is a lovely relaxed (hopefully) sunny afternoon.
Lovely tea and a wide variety of cakes! In addition we always have plenty of board games to explore.
On Monday 11 September PrimeTime Tea & Talk session at Busbridge Church. We are excited that our talk is
from the local Farnham Town Crier, Jonathan Jones

If you would like to joins us at any of these events, join our mailing list or have any ques ons about
Prime me please get in touch with us at 01483 421267 or via email at prime me@bhcgodalming.org
Prime Time is run by Busbridge and Hambledon Church (BHC) and oﬀers
a varied programme of events throughout the year for anyone re red or semi-re red.

Friday, 21 July, 6:30 pm

Friday 7 July, 8 pm
At the height of the
Space Race the
brains to get these
white men into space
(and back) were supplied by black women. In days of gender
and racial segregation, when a
'computer' was not on
a desk but a person,
this is a true story of
some of NASA's most
important littleknown assets.
Starring
Taraji Henson as
Katherine Johnson
& Octavia Spencer as
Dorothy Vaughan

Beauty and The Beast An arrogant
prince is
transformed
into a (let's be
honest, not
particularly
book tickets online
hideous) beast,
chiddingfoldcinerna.corn
by a curse that
can only be
Since 2008, ticket prices
broken by true
have not changed, but
love. Lavish
sadly rising costs mean
live-action rethe first price rise:
make of the
classic fairytale
Tickets £6 Adults,
animation, still featuring some of the
£3 for under 15s
finest songs Disney has ever produced.
(where permitted)
Emma Watson as Belle
Season Tickets remain Starring:
& Dan Stevens as The Beast

at £25, while stocks last.
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Saturday 12 August, West Surrey Golf Club, 8.30-10 am
‘Chasing The Dragon’ We are delighted to be welcoming Nichola Hooper to be
our Guest Speaker. Nichola’s daughter has had the privilege of working for Jackie
Pullinger, a name you may be familiar with.
Jackie Pullinger left the UK in 1966 to travel the world and was called by
God to get off her boat in Hong Kong where she has been working and ministering
amongst Drug Addicts ever since. She is also the author of Chasing The Dragon.
It will be interesting to learn about her work through Nichola’s daughter.
Ladies Breakfast is open to all, and tickets go on sale in the Village Shop
Monday 18 July-Tuesday 8 August. Sue Blackman kindly co-ordinates tickets
for the Ladies Breakfast so do call her on 01428 683871 or email susan.blackman28@gmail.com if you are unable to get to the Village Shop and she
will happily reserve tickets. If you would like to bring a new guest for the first
time, we would be delighted to offer them a complimentary ticket, please liaise
with Sue. We look forward to welcoming you on Saturday 12 August.
For the HLB Team: Jean Adams, Sue Blackman, Vicki Hinde, photo
Jacqueline Hindley, Gill Matthews and Jacqui Rook
Rog Matthews

The Hambledon Village Show, Saturday 2 September

T

his year’s Show will be held on Saturday 2nd
September in the Village Hall, and now’s the
time to start thinking ahead about your entries for
the Show. We have all the usual favourite categories, such as: Flowers, Vegetables, Arts &
Crafts, Children's Section and many more.
New categories include: home made sugar
flowers and crochet. For the photographers
amongst you this year the categories are photos
of: Animals and Fields (colour or black and
white, maximum size of 10" x 8"); and for those
that crochet or knit, the entry is: a blanket or
shawl (any size).

The new 2017 Categories List will be on
display at the Notice Board in the Village Shop,
the Village Hall, and on the Hambledon Village
Website, and in the August Parish Magazine.
We look forward to welcoming you in
September. Who knows, you could be crowned:
BEST IN SHOW!
Thank you for your continued support.
Let’s make 2017 the biggest Show ever!
Nessie Alexander, Andy Falk, Mary Grove

Fund Raiser for Hambledon Village Hall
Wednesday 27 September, 7 for 7.30 pm start

A company called “Travelling
Trends” will be hosting a fashion show in the Village Hall.
High Street clothes at bargain prices.
Come and see the season’s fashions, try on and buy on the night at greatly reduced prices to
help raise funds for the Village Hall.
Something for all (well – ladies aged 25-95!). Refreshments and an excellent raffle
(prizes to include a manicure). We will be looking for some local ladies to model too.
Contact Mary Grove 01483 415815 if you would like to try the catwalk!
Tickets will be available shortly at £6. In the meantime make a note in your diary!
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25 years old!
A busy month, a hectic week-end, records broken, new
facilities – it was all happening at Hambledon Village Shop
during June, as Manager Gill Darbyshire reports. Philip
Underwood took the photos.

I

t’s been a busy month, including a particularly
hectic weekend at the shop: on 17 June we had
three notable events all on the same day. The first
of these was the annual Shareholders’ Meeting which
took place in the Village Hall.
The accounts for
2017-18 showed a pretax profit of £14,871 – a
figure of which we are
all immensely proud
given the situation in
March last year. This
was largely achieved by
stabilising wage costs
and increasing turnover.
Growth in the deli
business was a another
At the AGM
significant factor.
Two new members were welcomed to the
Management Committee: Liz Scannell and Sean
Sinnott, both of whom already volunteer at the shop.
They join the current team of Tim Parker, John
Anderson, Jane Moore and Wendy Knibb. Louise
Rhodes, who has stepped down from the Committee,
was warmly thanked for her commitment and energy
over several years. Her contribution has been greatly
appreciated.
After the presentation of the accounts Gill gave a
report on current trading (summarised below). She
went on to thank everyone involved in the shop – both
front of house and behind the scenes. She remarked
that the Japanese have a wonderful expression
commonly used on leaving the office at the end of the
day or when you see someone exerting themselves:
“Otsukaresama desu”. It broadly means “thank you
for your tiredness” and, after the past year, it seems
entirely appropriate!
Current trading. Four months into 2017 sales
year-to-date are up 37 per cent compared with the
same period last year, although that was the period
when the shop refurbishment took place. For the full
year we are expecting sales of around £300,000. This
would be revenue growth of about 14 per cent with a
net margin of about five per cent. The deli business
has been driving a lot of the growth in sales and now
represents 37 per cent of turnover. Thanks go to everyone who has made that happen and especially to Bron
Banner-Eve and Sophie Keir for their leadership,
innovations and creativity.
May was the best month ever and the first month
with sales over £30,000. As luck would have it, on the
same day as we were due to celebrate 25 years as a
village owned-and-run venture, we had the best day of
the year so far with a stellar £1,700 in sales.
After the meeting we all trooped down the path
from the Village Hall to the grand opening of the new

shop toilet. A full report appears on the next page.
Suffice to say here that, if toilets won awards, this one
would be up for the Siège doré. Almost opposite the
new toilet is the wonderful new children’s play area
which was also completed on 16 June (see write-up on
page 6).
Twenty-fifth Birthday BBQ. On arrival at the
shop, once we’d finished opening the toilet, the BBQs
were already on the go,
the tables were bulging
with delicious salads and

Cooks at work

the Pimms was proving
popular at the bar.
In November it will
The salad selection
be 25 years since the shop
re-opened as a village owned-and-run venture but,
fearing that the weather would be slightly less
conducive to a BBQ at that time of year, we brought
the celebrations forward and were rewarded with a
beautiful balmy evening.

Attended by over 100 people – young and young
at heart, past and present staff and volunteers, it was a
very special evening. We had the perfect evening for it
and, of course, the perfect location.
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Thanks to Wendy Knibb for co-ordinating all the
food and to everyone who helped prepare salads,
chopped strawberries, ran the bar, loaned BBQs and
cooked food.
Thank you also to local artist Peter Cross for his
gift of an original and witty picture. Once framed, it
will hang proudly in the shop.

At one point during the evening I took a moment
to stand back. It struck me that there might be an
alternative universe in which, 25 years ago, George
Pitt and Denis Jones didn’t start the ball rolling to reopen the shop. I pondered that the building might
then have been sold privately and turned back into a
home and that, on 17 June 2017, in that alternate
universe, we’d all be at home in our own gardens
around our own BBQs, not having had the opportunity
to meet so many people in this stretched out little
village.
So I take my hat off to the villagers who got it
all started and whose foresight, hard work and
generosity got the shop going again; and also to those
who have kept it going ever since.
Thanks also to all of the individuals and
organisations who have supported the shop over the
years. These include shareholders, the Parish Council,
the Hambledon Village Trust, the Hambledon
Community Fund, the Church, the village fete,
Waverley Borough Council, Surrey County Council
and individual Councillors, to mention but a few.
After the party we had a nice message from one
of the guests, Virginia Bottomley, who, as the local
MP at the time, re-opened the shop in 1992. She
commented that, in such a troubled time, how good it
must be to live in such a cohesive community. Her
remarks put me in mind of the saying “A family that
plays together, stays together”. I’d like to propose a
new saying : “A village that works together, works”.

Relief for Village Shop Customers
As part of the 25th anniversary celebrations on 17 June, George Pitt,
the shop’s first Chairman, officially opened the new outside toilet.
Report by Mary Burrows, Chair of the Hambledon Village Trust.

T

his is the latest in a string
of improvements that
have been undertaken
over the years to keep the shop
fit for purpose.
Hambledon Village Trust
(HVT), landlords of the shop,
have many people to thank for
making this possible.
Mike
Parry helped with the project
planning and obtaining planning
permission from
Waverley
Borough Council. Brian and
Daniel Pearce used amazing
ingenuity to create a building
that is compliant with disability
regulations and looks very
comfortable in its surroundings.
Just one of the examples of the
care they took in making one of
many decisions was the colour of
the door, which was chosen to match the trees in the
area.

The continuing generosity
of the village helped raise the
funds - £3k from those who
sponsored Jane Woolley’s half
marathon walk last year and £5k
from the Hambledon Community
Fund. In addition the shop gave
£2.5k and a grant of £2k was
gratefully
received from the
Billmeir Foundation.
Thanks are also due to the
wonderful team who run the
shop. It is their success in
developing the café and attracting
more customers that created the
need for the toilet. Shoppers,
coffee drinkers, walkers and
cyclists are now coming from far
and wide – and we all know what
you really need during a long
journey.
HVT hopes that all who use it will find it a
pleasurable experience.
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Hambledon at the Oval
Sunday 18 June 2017: will there ever be another day
like it? To judge by the faces, probably not!

H

ambledon Cricket Club Juniors enjoyed the
great privilege of being invited by Surrey
Cricket to act as mascots and flag-bearers at

out hand-in-hand with the eventual winners, Pakistan,
to stand with them as the anthems were sung. The
older group of children stood just behind them to hold
out giant flags for both countries. The players
were extremely friendly and chatted freely with
our Juniors, fixing themselves as heroes for life.
However, responsibilities didn’t end there.
During the interval, all the children took to the
hallowed turf to provide the half-time entertainment in the form of some Kwik Cricket, their
adoring fans cheering on as sixes rained into the
stands. As well as providing good luck as their
mascots, perhaps the Pakistan team took note of
their skills as they proceeded to defeat India with
some style. A feather in the cap for our Juniors
indeed.
What a fantastic day it was for both the Club
and the village. The atmosphere and noise were
unlike anything ever experienced and life-long
memories were undoubtedly forged. Hambledon
should be very proud of their extremely wellbehaved representatives, all of whom made it back

the ICC Champions Trophy Final played at the Oval
between India and Pakistan on Sunday 18 June. In
blistering heat, four intrepid coaches set off from
Godalming with 28 lucky and very excitable children
in tow.

Even as our drive to London unfolded it became
ever-obvious as to how special this experience was
going to be. Rumours of over one billion TV viewers
abounded and on arrival at the Oval the throngs of
passionate Indian and Pakistani fans playing drums
and blowing horns did nothing to dispel the thought
that there were going to be plenty of people very keen
to watch this match. And that was just at 8.30am.
Following an hour-long dress rehearsal, the
children were on. Our group of 8-10 year olds walked

safely and soundly, much to the relief of their rather
tired and emotional coaches.
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Above and right: getting ready – dress rehearsal time

The excitement mounts

And finally – the moment no-one who was there will ever forget
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July – a time of change
As the academic year comes to end, it’s all change for some of the
St Dominic’s students who will be embarking on new ventures. But they
leave behind them some thoughtful messages for the younger pupils.

J

uly is a month of mixed feelings: the relief of our
pupils and students as their exams finish, excitement at the prospect of a long summer holiday in
a few weeks’ time and, for some, a certain amount of
anxiety as they prepare to leave a setting where they
have felt safe, secure and understood to take the next
steps in the outside world, whether it be to college,
apprenticeship or employment. St Dominic’s has an
excellent track record, with 100 per cent of its past
pupils and students moving on to either further
education or employment.
Our Year 11 and 6th Form Leavers Assemblies
are highlights of the school year because they remind
us of the difference that the school makes to the lives
of our young people and their families. At these
special assemblies all the leavers share anecdotes
about how they felt and what they were like when they
first came to St Dominic’s and how the staff have
helped them to overcome their difficulties and achieve
their goals. They are also asked what advice they
would give to the younger pupils: their answers are
enlightening and heart-warming – and they can also be

leave we know we will see them again in November
for Presentation Evening, a special event in the school
calendar where we celebrate the achievements of our
wonderful pupils and students and they receive their
certificates.
Those pupils who are coming back, together
with those who will be joining in September, will take
part in ‘Moving Up Week’ which started on 26 June.
The purpose of this is to aid them with the transition
from one year group to the next, to meet their new
tutors, spend time with their new tutor groups and
become acquainted with the new timetables.
For the staff too, July is a really hectic time, with
so much work to do before the end of the term and the
academic year: preparing end of term reports, setting
new timetables, organising the moving up week, etc.
Everyone is therefore looking forward to a well-earned
summer break.
By the time you read this, DomFest 2017 will be
over. We are all hoping that the weather will have
been as good as the long-term forecast predicted and
that there will have been a great turn-out, lots of fun
and lots of money raised for our performing arts
centre. A huge thank you to everyone who will be
coming to support our wonderful school.
Our last day of school is Friday 21 July. We
re-open on 4 September for a staff training day and the
new academic year for our pupils and students starts
on 5 September. In the meantime, we wish you all a
wonderful summer.
The Tree of Wisdom (left) and one of the leaves (below).
Messages on some of the other leaves include
“Always try your best and never give up”
“Work hard and keep optimistic: optimism always gets you
to success”
Anticipating pain is like enduring it twice: why not
anticipate pleasure for the future?”

entertaining. Their ‘pearls of wisdom’ are written on
‘leaves’ and stuck on our Tree of Wisdom in the
chapel as motivation for the younger pupils.
Unlike at other schools, our pupils and students
do not leave immediately after their exams have
finished. Instead, we organise a programme of
activities for them. These include trips out to theme
parks, Marwell Zoo, go-karting, Alpine Snowsports
(offering relief from heatwaves!) and Arundel Castle
as well as fun activities in school. When they finally
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Dons Double Delight
It was all about Hambledon at the Surrey FA Awards Night. Most clubs would
settle happily for one, but it was a double for the Dons. Matt Kiley reports.

A

s the Dons were starting to prepare for the
2017/18 season they had some good news at
the Surrey FA Awards Night.
It was
unfortunate that Hambledon did not win any trophies
on the field last season but they were successful off it
as they discovered on 19 June when the Club went off
to Crystal Palace Football Club to collect not one but
two awards.
For the first time the Club was awarded the
Surrey FA Charter Standard Club of the Year. This is
an award which recognises how a club is run and the
extra things it does off the field to promote respect.
It also reflects the charity links that Hambledon FC
has. The Club now goes through to the Regional
McDonalds FA Charter Standard Club of the Year and
the winner of that round becomes a candidate for the
National award.
Martyn Grove won the Surrey FA Groundsman
award for a fifth time and he also won the McDonalds
Regional heat. So he is now off for a day at St
George’s Park, set in 330 acres of Staffordshire

countryside and home to England’s 24 national teams.
There he will get a tour of the facilities which include
13 outdoor pitches, a replica of the Wembley surface, a
full-size indoor 3G pitch, a suite of rehabilitation and
sports science areas, and an indoor futsal sports hall.
He will also be given some tips and the National
Award winner will be announced. So fingers crossed
he will be the winner. The Dons are incredibly lucky to
have him and as a result have one of the best playing
surfaces in the area.
The Dons are gearing up for the new season and
will be running three Saturday teams and a Vets team
who will play on a Sunday. There are also plans to
form an under-17s team in a year’s time.
If you wish to come down to try out for the teams
please contact club secretary Matt Kiley on 07557
479349 or hambledonfc@gmail.com.
The Club is
also always on the look-out for extra volunteers, from
linesmen to bar staff, so please get in touch if you are
able to help in any way.
Come on you Dons

Heat and horror
It is not even the summer solstice as we go to press, but we are having
one of the hottest mid-Junes on record. Earthworm is not happy!

E

arthworm really does not like the heat – but for
a lot of people it gives huge pleasure. They
need not travel the world for summer sun!
It has been a really difficult and depressing
month so far. We had an unnecessary election, the
best result being that Jeremy Corbyn came into his
own and, dressed in his smart new suit, could now
easily be seen on the steps of Number 10 in the nottoo-distant future.
But worse was to come . The Grenfell Tower fire
has filled the papers day after day with its stories of
horror. Earthworm feels that, had he been there to
hear the screams of those who were trapped, he would
never sleep peacefully again. And who, living in a
tower block, can now lay down their heads without a
worry? It makes one realise how very fortunate we
are to live in Hambledon, particularly where such a
community spirit prevails. What is so horrifying is
that the richest London borough saw fit to penny-pinch
and that building regulations seem to be able to be
twisted and turned to suit those who want to take short
cuts.
Earthworm's interest in clouds has taken a new
turn. He has learnt about noctilucent clouds, strips like

bright blue tendrils that can be seen at twilight, only in
summer, just after sunset. These are apparently the
highest clouds in the world.
This is a magical time of year, thinks Earthworm, when the nights are never completely dark.
T S Eliot called the twilight of this time "the violet
hour" with the sun, though set below the horizon, still
casting its glow. The days seem to have lengthened so
fast and now they will start to shorten so that in next
to no time it will be autumn and winter.
It has been one of the driest springs ever and
now perhaps we will have to start worrying about the
drought. Plants seem to be extraordinarily resilient.
Earthworm marvels how they adapt to water shortages
– though of course there are casualties. But it is
astonishing that, when the rain does come, they
flourish again.
The farmers must be delighted to be making hay
in these conditions and to see their corn crops
beginning to change from green to gold.
The young are coping with exams of all kinds.
Earthworm seems to remember from his school days
that there was always a heat wave just as exams
began. Perhaps weather patterns do repeat?

Hambledon Parish Magazine, July 2017 Page 17

Top of the League – for now
After the four games that have so far been played this season, the
Senior team is now top of the local Village League. But there’s
plenty more to come, as the remainder of this year’s fixture list shows.

T

he League game against Dorking on Sunday 28
May had to be abandoned due to rain but the
return match was played at Dorking on the
following Sunday – and resulted in a win for the home
team. However, on 21 May Hambledon won its game
at Loxwood and it went down to a very narrow defeat
when it was away to Abinger on 18 June. The overall
result is that, for the moment, Hambledon is top of the
League.
As Skipper Mark Burton reports, the seniors had
a humdinger of a game against Abinger which ended
in the narrowest of defeats in the final over.
Hambledon batted first and scored a hefty 270 runs in
42 overs, with Wes getting 83, Sean 61, Ryan 45 and
Mark 27 (not out). However, it was not enough as
Abinger stayed on target to win in 43 overs and the
wickets didn’t come fast enough. Hambledon’s best
bowlers were Ryan with threee wickets and Bobby
with two. Abinger had a centurion who did most of
the damage and didn’t give Hambledon any chances
barring a ball that landed 20 ft short of the Skipper
(which apparently he should have caught!). But on
the plus side, and what really matters, is that
Hambledon is still top of the table by 0.67 points as
Cranleigh did a good job of work against Dorking.
Loxwood are now second, following their win against
Slinfold.

The Juniors’ visit to the International Cricket
Club final at the Surrey Oval on 18 June is written up
on pages 14-15. Memorable occasions don’t come
much bigger or better than that.
Meanwhile Juniors’ coaching sessions continue
on Saturday mornings for the under-9s and under-11s
and on Monday evenings for the under–13s and under15s. The last sessions of the season are on 17 and 19
July.
The Junior Awards and BBQ will be on the
evening of Friday 7 July starting at 6.00 pm. The
under-9s v. Dads match starts at 6.30 and later on the
Dads will take on a combined under-15/under-13/
under-11 side – at football. There will also be various
other cricket matches and competitions and a signed
Surrey Cricket bat will be raffled. The BBQ will run
from 6.30 and there will be a licensed bar. All are
welcome but there will be a modest charge of £7.50
per adult and £5.00 for each child under 10.
The Club remains keen to welcome new players
of all ages. The League is very friendly, as well as
being competitive; and there are also Friendly XI
matches during the season. Visit the village website
and follow through to Hambledon Cricket Club for
further information.
Also, there is still plenty of time for everyone to
purchase tickets for the 100 Club monthly draws.

FORTHCOMING FIXTURES
Month
July

Aug

Date
Sat. 1

Friendly XI

Sun. 2

1st. XI League

Opposition
Ham’ Football Club –
Coleman Cup
Capel

Home/Away
H

Time
2.00

A

1.30

Sat. 8

Friendly XI

Ancient Mariners

H

2.00

Sun. 9

1st. XI League

Capel

H

1.30

Sat. 15

Friendly XI

Ebernoe

A

2.00

st

Sun. 16

1 . XI League

Westfield

H

1.30

Sun. 23
Sun. 23

1st. XI League
Friendly XI

Cranleigh
Hindhead

H
A

1.30
2.00

Sun. 6

1st. XI League

Ashstead

A

1.30

Sun. 6

Friendly XI

Alfold

A

2.00

Sat. 12

Friendly XI

H

2.00

Sun. 13
Sun. 20

1st. XI League
Friendly XI

Windywicks
(A.Strudwicks XI)
Loxwood
Shamley Green

A
A

1.30
2.00

Sun. 27

Friendly XI

Unibombers

H

2.00
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Hitting the Jackpot

Hambledon

Which is what the Ramblers did last month: perfect weather
(warm and blue skies) set the scene for a perfect day’s walking
around Easbourne. Philip Underwood reports (with photographs).

N

ine of us set out from Easebourne and, after
crossing the Goodwood Golf Course, we
quickly came across the Queen Elizabeth
Oak. This is one of the oldest trees in England, dating
back at least 800 and possibly one thousand years.
According to the Woodland Trust, it is the third largest
sessile oak tree in the country, measuring 12.8 metres
in girth. It was from here that Queen Elizabeth 1 is
said to have stood with an arrow ready in her bow,
waiting for a stag to be driven within range for her to
shoot it (but she was unsuccessful).

Admiring the Queen Elizabeth Oak

We then walked along country paths to
Lodsworth and upwards and back through forest paths.
As it was hot, we were allowed two breaks!
Returning
to
Easebourne we
passed Nathan’s
Post. This is a
memorial to Lord
(Roger) Nathan
who lived at
Lickfold and was
Chairman of the
South
Downs

Ramblers

Conservation Board (a forerunner of the South Downs
National Park Authority). He was an environmental
campaigner and passionate about the Downs; he also
loved
and
played
the
violin. Hence
the format of
the sculpture,
topped with a
violin and cut
from a solid
piece of oak
standing about
seven
feet
high. The fox
features as a
creature of the
countryside
and
other Nathan’s Post
decoration includes oak apples and leaves. A brass
plaque carries a line from Hilaire Belloc’s poem
Duncton Hill: “He does not die who can bequeath
some influence to the land he knows.” The condition
of the land was obvious from
the strength of the crops.
Lunch at the White Horse
was extremely welcome. It is a
pub which is famed for the size
of its meat pies. They even beat
me!
Thank you, Richard, for
Philip’s nemesis
another glorious day.
Next Walk: Tuesday 11 July
Meet at the Village Hall at 9.00am
Leader: Roger Matthews
Walk will be 5-6 miles plus a pub lunch
Further details: Derek Miller, tel 01428 684362
Next Short Walk: Tuesday 25 July
Meet at the Village Hall at 2.00pm

Beware Burglars!
Burlaries have decreased, but not in the Hambledon area, as is
made clear by the latest alerts from Surrey Police.

T

he owner of one of the houses along the
Petworth Road came home one evening early in
June to find someone coming along the side of
the house who said he had kicked his football into the
garden . However, tool marks on the back windows
suggested that there had been an attempted burglary.

And there was an actual one from a house in the
Hambledon Road a few days later when cash and
jewellery were stolen while the owner was away on
holiday. So Surrey Police continue to urge us to
remember to lock up, ensure that security lights are
working and activate alarms if we have them.
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Forward Planning
Most of us know about donating to the Hambledon
Community Fund – but how many of us have ever
thought of leaving a legacy to Hambledon? Read on.

C

haritable legacies provide a vital and significant
source of donations and can reduce the
inheritance tax due from your estate. Legacies,
or gifts in wills, raise a staggering £2bn every year for
UK charities and this is set to triple over the next 40
years.
Simply by naming the Hambledon Community
Fund as the beneficiary in a will means that we have
the flexibility to support a wide variety of important
local causes and respond to changing needs over time.
Working with the Community Foundation for Surrey,
we guarantee to use the donation in the best and most
effective way to improve lives in Hambledon.
Gifts are invested through our endowment fund
and the income is distributed each year as grants. This
means that the gift has a permanent impact on the very
community of which you have enjoyed being a part
and provides a long-lasting benefit for generations to
come.
Should you be consulting a solicitor for advice to
ensure that your family, your friends and the causes
you believe in are provided for in the way you wish
and want to include the Hambledon Community Fund
as part of this, we are very happy to help. Inheritance
tax is charged at a rate of 40 per cent on the value of
your estate exceeding the current threshold of
£325,000.
However, all money that is left to the

Hambledon Community Fund is immediately free of
inheritance tax, as well as reducing the taxable portion
of your estate. In addition, if at least 10 per cent of the
taxable value of your estate is left to charity, the
inheritance tax on the remainder of your estate is
automatically reduced from 40 to 36 per cent.
If you are the beneficiary of a will, tax relief can
also be granted by using a Deed of Variation. With the
consent of the beneficiaries, a Deed of Variation can
be executed within two years of a death to change a
will. This would allow you to make or increase a gift
to the Hambledon Community Fund which could
result in significant tax savings. The Hambledon
Community Fund does not need to have been named in
the original will for you to do this.
The Hambledon Community Fund encourages
local giving to respond to local needs and to build a
stronger community. Generous donations have already
enabled grants totalling over £20,000 to be awarded
and the Fund continues to develop so that it can go on
helping Hambledon, both now and in the future.
If you would like to learn more about the
Hambledon Community Fund or are interested in
donating, please call Julie Llewelyn on 07768 033611
or email julie.llewelyn@icloud.com. Alternatively you
can contact the Community Foundation for Surrey
directly on 01483 478092.

Sand Lizards on Hambledon Common

O

ne of the many tasks which Stephen Dean has
set himself as he continues with his work to
restore Hambledon and Busses Commons is
the reintroduction of wildlife. This includes sand
lizards which, although rare, are now becoming well
established.
During May the third batch was released. They
had been bred and reared by the Amphibian and

Reptile Conservation Trust. Following their release
the Trust carried out a survey of part of the Common
and recorded six adders, two grass snakes, two adult
sand lizards, three slow worms and six common
lizards.
Male sand lizards are larger than others and are
green in colour; but, as Stephen’s photographs show,
it’s too soon to tell who’s who amongst the new
arrivals .
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Actually made in Hambledon
Our latest entrepreneur deals in anything from sculptures to film sets
– and if you want your office to take shape within a bristlecone pine tree then
Dorian van Braam’s your man! You can even go and watch him build it.

H

aving been brought up in a theatrical and
artistic family in the wilds of Ireland, Dorian
van Braam has spent his whole life involved in
some form of creative art. Now settled back in his
birth home of southern
England, he describes
what drives him and how
he has developed professionally. A resident of
Hambledon with his wife
Gemma for the past five
years, he is, amongst
many things, one half of
the Actually made in
Hambledon brand which can be seen at the Village
Shop and is responsible for the bench and sculpture
beside the village pond.
“As young boy I was always counting, studying
and scrutinising everything I saw. This fascination
soon became a tactile one and I started to reproduce in
various media things that I particularly liked or on
which I was particularly fixated. As I got to an age
where I could actively turn that interest into purpose, I
was fortunate enough to be in an environment which
required such skills. I think that need engrains and
tempers interest; if something is merely a luxury it
can often fade away.
“I started building theatre sets for my mother’s
performing arts school when I was 13 and, along with
continual work on the old family home in Ireland, I
began to move actively towards a career as an artist.
After careful consideration I decided that allowing
myself the journey and the experiences that come with
it would lead to a more individual and organic style
and approach to my work; so I am self-taught.
“I have increasingly found greater satisfaction in
more directly interactive content matter, where the
piece has an immediate impact on the world around it.
An example that springs to mind was the Dream Tree
that I designed and built for the premiere of the BFG
movie in Leicester Square last year. The greatest
happiness of all is seeing other people take joy in
something you have brought into existence.
“I always have a lot of things going on and I
relish the challenge that an array of activities throws
up. These range from the more functional home ware
and furniture commissions through film and TV work
and painting commissions to the wild and wonderful
installations that I have had the chance to do in various
high profile venues across London.
“My fascination with the fine arts derives from
the old masters and as such I have always wanted to
lean in the direction of being an artistic channel
through whom people could realise their ideas and
dreams. This needs a broader skill set, lending itself to
getting the job done with maximum efficiency and

minimal loss of the initial spark. This loss of spark,
arising from standardisation and specialisation, is
gradually happening in many areas of life, but a few of
us have to fly the flag and I feel privileged to have
survived the journey to the point where there is no
other way for me.
“Just recently I was
lucky enough to take
on a commission for a
young up-and-coming
computer
company
based in Guildford
and had the luxury of
five weeks working in
the old grain barn at
Feathercombe Farm.
It was a natural theme
and there were two
pieces. The first was a
huge hyper-realistic
Japanese Acer tree
engineered from green
oak
boughs
and
finished with vibrant
red fabric leaves. The
second, to encompass
the whole reception area, was more sculptural and less
ambiental: a large driftwood sculpture based roughly
on the forms of the bristlecone pines of the Californian
mountains. It had
a built-in desk and
metalwork, along
with an enormous
bough
reaching
across the large
space and then
dropping
down
the entrance lobby
staircase, all of
this adorned with rusted hand-sculpted leaves! It was a
wonderful experience seeing everybody’s interest in
the project as it came along and a fantastic example of
someone from Hambledon working in Hambledon and
creating something special for a client who also lives
nearby. (The owners of the company have recently
moved into the neighbourhood, thus making it a fullcircle Hambledon affair.)
“Alas the film, TV and event high season is now
in full swing which means six months of commuting
up to the studios and the greater London area; but I am
already looking forward to some quiet time in the
Hambledon workshop at the weekends in preparation
for the winter months of commissions and some more
wild and wonderful creations of all sorts.”
Dorian is best contacted directly by email or phone:
dorianvanbraam@gmail.com or 07401 415366.
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Starting with a salad
This month Hambledon Eating Seasonably keeps it simple. Nothing
beats a starter of a salad with a home-made dressing – and how
about finishing off the meal with good old-fashioned gooseberries?

une gone in a blink, but with the coming of July
we can start harvesting the abundance of lettuces
that we have all planted at some time or another.
So now is the time to remember the classic French
Lyonnaise salad. Quick and easy, great in the garden
for a sunny lunch or an appetizer; or even as a main
dish with a bowl of home-cooked skinny fries.

J

Something else we tend to forget is the fiercelooking gooseberry. Once you get past the angry
spikes to the almost transparent veiny flesh you are in
for a nice surprise. They can be hard to track down
but through July there will be some punnets in store
for those of you who don’t grow your own and feel
like experimenting.

French Lyonnaise salad
Enough frizze lettuce for four bowls, torn into bitesize pieces
4 slices of Young’s traditional bacon, sliced against
the grain and cut into small regular pieces
2 tablespoons of white wine vinegar
4 large eggs
2 shallots, finely minced
2 tablespoons of red wine vinegar
1 teaspoon of Dijon mustard
Salt and pepper
In a small frying pan cook the bacon until golden
brown. Remove from the heat and drain on paper
towel. (Keep the rendered fat.)
Poach the eggs for 2-3 minutes in the white wine vinegar (the yokes should remain runny). Remove from
the heat and reserve in a bowl of warm water.
Re-heat the rendered fat, add the shallots and cook for
30 seconds. Add the red wine vinegar and mustard,
keep stirring and add the bacon.
Pour the dressing over the salad leaves, toss really
well to coat all the leaves, divide into four bowls and
top each with an egg. Voila!

Gooseberries with Honey and Elderflower
400 grams of gooseberries
3 tablespoons of honey
Borage (if I can get Gill to buy some)
4 tablespoons of water
1 large single head of elder flower (or two tablespoons
of cordial added after cooking)
Put the ingredients into a non-reactive pan and bring
to the boil. Simmer for 10-15 minutes until the gooseberries begin to pop and ooze stickiness.
Remove from the heat and remove the elderflower
stem/add the cordial
Serve warm or cold with cream, ice cream or crème
fraiche. All in store.
As well as gooseberries, during July the shop
will be stocking strawberries, raspberries, blueberries,
blackberries, cherries and peaches. Herbs to look out
for include basil, chervil, chives, coriander, dill, mint,
nasturtiums, parsley, rocket and rosemary. In the
vegetable section there will be broad and runner
beans, peas, all sorts of lettuce and Jersey Royal new
potatoes – plus all the usual staples.

Under new ownership
By now, most of you are probably aware that The Merry Harriers is
under the new ownership of Peter de Savary who recently moved
into the area. But it remains business as usual down at the pub.

S

o do come and visit us to have a look
around and maybe a spot of lunch and a
beer. We still have the ever-popular Shere
Drop but are complementing this with weeklychanging guest ales and a local guest cider. We are
also stocking cider from The Garden Cider Company
in Witley which is made from apples grown in the
area, including Hambledon.
The menu is being changed regularly. Sam and
the team are making their own bread and biscuits and,
more recently, they have taken to picking nettles and
edible flowers for use in the kitchen. So if you see any
strange chefs in the village picking nettles, don’t
worry – they belong to us!

We have some delicious and light vegetarian
specials on the menu. Our dish of the month is
chargrilled halloumi and roast pepper salad with honey
mustard dressing and home made tomato focaccia.
For the meat eaters we have just taken a delivery
of calves liver and, if you haven’t entered our sausage
competition yet, pop down and pick up a form. It
could be your most important vote of the year!
Regular events will continue with Jazz Jam
(next: Sunday 9 July) and Quiz Night (next: 11 July
from 8 pm). Future events will include a beer and
food matching evening.
Sam, Danielle and The Merry Team
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Summer in full swing

The Garden

A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing,
the birds are singing and... the lawn mower is broken ~ James Dent

in July

I

n dry and hot weather focus on watering where it
is most needed, together with weeding, deadheading and harvesting. Try to hoe regularly:
once a week is best. Choose a dry day, use a sharp hoe
and leave the cut weeds on the surface to dry and
disappear. Hand weeding is a good alternative but,
whichever you do, ensure weeds are removed before
they flower and disperse seeds.
Perennials, annuals, bulbs.
If the compost in
containers feels dry give the plants a good soaking.
When going on holiday this or next month, watering
can be a problem if no helpful neighbour is around; so
put pots, if not too big, into larger pots with no holes
or wide saucers, fill those with water and, if possible,
put them in the shade. This will be a help if you are
away for some days.
Remove fading flowers on plants in the borders
and containers promptly as this will keep more flowers
coming. On early flowering perennials such as lupins
and geraniums, when the flowers fade cut them back to
ground level. This will encourage fresh new growth
and possibly a new flush of flowers.
Autumn bulbs like amaryllis belladonna and
nerine bowdenii can still be planted in a sunny spot
with their necks just proud of the soil surface.
Trees and shrubs. Pull up any suckers that
grow at the base of roses as they grow below the
grafting point on the stem and are therefore from the
rootstock.
Prune deciduous magnolias if required but never
remove more than 25 per cent of the canopy. With
variegated shrubs prune out any shoots that have
reverted to green because these will be stronger
growers than the variegated ones. Wisterias need to be
pruned after flowering: tie in any growth required to
extend the framework and then cut the rest back to
four or five leaves. If the soil is dry water plants such
as camellias, azaleas and rhododendrons to ensure a
good flower display next year.
From now until mid-autumn is a good time to
propagate a wide range of woody plants such as
lavender and rosemary. Select healthy shoots from
this year’s growth that are woody at the bottom but
still soft at the top, cut with sharp secateurs and put
them straight into a plastic bag. Pot them up within 12
hours, trimmed to four–six cm. and cut beneath a leaf
node. With ceanothus and berberis heeled cuttings
(not cut, but pulled away with a piece of the old stem
attached) work well. Remove the lowest leaves and
the soft tips; dip the bases in hormone rooting powder/
gel; and insert them into cutting compost, half freedraining potting compost and half sharp sand or perlite
to allow better draining. Water and allow to drain;
put the pots in the greenhouse or cold frame or cover
them with a plastic bag and leave them in a warm light

place out of direct sunlight. Air regularly by opening
the plastic bag to remove excess moisture. When roots
have formed, harden off the plants for about two
weeks before potting on or planting out.
Veg and fruit. This is the month of harvesting and
reaping the fruits of well-earned labour. Keep
checking the veg and fruit plants so that crops are
picked at the right time and before they go over the
top. Courgettes grow so fast and turn into marrows in
no time, so keep an eye on them and pick them when
they are still quite small. This encourages a plentiful
supply.
It works best to remove veg that has bolted as it
won’t produce anything more that is worth harvesting.
Fill the space with quick-growing crops like lettuce,
radish or beetroot. These can be sown directly in the
ground outside or in modular trays and then planted
out later. This last way works better for lettuce as the
seeds have difficulty germinating in hot weather.
Blight can affect potatoes so cut the foliage down
as soon as the first signs of mottled leaves appear. If
caught early the tubers will not be affected, so keep an
eye on them and be ready to cut all greenery right
down to soil level. Tomatoes can suffer from blight
too: take off the affected leaves straightaway because,
if left, the fruits will go brown. Tomatoes can also
suffer from blossom-end rot which is a magnesium
deficiency and turns the bottom of the tomatoes black.
Regular watering right from the start can avoid this.
Start feeding tomato plants as soon as the first fruit has
set. Some of the best are Arthur Bower’s Tomato
Plant Food and Westland Gro-sure Tomato Food.
Feed plants once a week and continue removing sideshoots from cordon grown tomatoes (the side-shoots of
the bushy type can be left). Once the tomato plant
reaches the greenhouse roof remove the main shoot or
take it off at a leaf or two above the seventh truss.
Pot up strawberry runners to grow new plants to
replace strawberry beds that are more than three years
old and cut back leaves when fruiting has finished.
Greenhouse. In hot weather dampen down the greenhouse floor. This raises humidity which reduces water
loss from the plants and can help to deter some pests,
such as spider mites, which prefer dry conditions.
Pond. Warm weather can cause the water to evaporate
quickly in ponds and water features. This can lead to
pond pumps getting damaged as they run dry so top up
the water as needed.
Fish suffer in warm weather as oxygen levels fall
and may be seen gasping at the surface. To avoid this
a fountain or waterfall can help fish – but water-lilies
dislike water movement. In really warm weather the
fish won’t feed so don’t add food to the water as it
could rot and cause more problems.
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Daniel in the lion’s den
GOD
IN THE

ARTS

O

“My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt
me” is illustrated in this month’s painting, chosen by the Rev. Michael Burgess to show how righteousness can triumph over might and trust over fear.

f the seven deadly sins, envy is the meanest
and most insidious, eating like a canker into
the goodness of the human heart. There are
two vivid accounts of its power in the book of Daniel.
Chapter three tells how jealousy condemns Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego to the burning fiery furnace,
and later it sends Daniel to the den of lions. Up to
chapter six, his star has been high in the sky. He has
interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams and the writing
on the wall at Belshazzar’s feast, and as a result
received royal favour. But with the reign of Darius, all
that changes as his enemies plot against him. Daniel
is thrown into the pit of lions as a punishment for
continuing to pray to God instead of to the King.
The first step in understanding the story is to
appreciate the historical and cultural context of the
conflict. Daniel and many of his fellow Jews were no
longer living in the Promised Land but in Babylon.
The Babylonian Empire had crushed all its enemies,
including the Egyptian Pharaoh Neco II at Carchemish
in 605 BC. This critical battle opened the door to
Babylonian dominance over Judah. Daniel, probably
as a teenager, was among the first residents of
Jerusalem to be deported to Babylon where he rose to
serve with distinction in the administrations of the
kings Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar.
In 539 BC Babylon was invaded by the Persians
and Daniel was called upon by the Persian King
Darius I to be governor of one of its three provinces.
Daniel 6:3 records that, because of his skill and
integrity, he was promoted to a position above the
other two governors and this may have set in motion
the events that are recounted in the rest of Chapter 6.
Envy was undoubtedly a major motivation for
the plot to disgrace or destroy Daniel, but it is perhaps
more likely that Daniel’s honesty prevented the other
governors from profiting from bribery, fraud and
misappropriation of funds. They could find no fault
that would discredit him but they had observed his
unswerving dedication to God.
Daniel 6:6-9 records how they persuaded the
King to issue a decree forbidding anyone to pray to
anyone except him; and laws in Persia, once issued,
could not be changed, even by the King once he had
enacted them. There were valid and practical reasons
for this: the inability to change a law after its issue
would impel the King to consider legislation before
enacting it and the legal framework of society would
be more stable.
Daniel’s enemies thus used this
established concept of Persian law to entrap Daniel
and out-manoeuver the King who was actually fond of
Daniel and wanted to save him. Instead he was
compelled to have Daniel thrown into the lions’ den.
But God miraculously spared Daniel’s life. Fast
forward to the 19th century to Henry Ossawa Tanner
who was born in 1859 and whose father was a bishop

in the African Methodist Episcopalian Church in
Philadelphia. The young Tanner fell in love with the
arts and, aged 21, enrolled in the Pennsylvania
Academy of Fine Arts. He visited Europe in 1891 and
in Paris found a culture that freed him from the racial
stigma that had defined him in Pennsylvania.
Tanner remained in Paris and was the first
African American artist to receive critical acclaim and
international recognition. He achieved this with two
paintings: The Raising of Lazarus and Daniel in the
Lions’ Den, a version of which was exhibited in the
1896 Paris Salon.
In 1899 he created one of his most famous
works, Nicodemus Visiting Jesus, an oil painting for
which he won the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine
Arts’ Lippincott Prize ; and in 1923 he was made a
member of France’s Legion d’Honeur. He died in
Paris in 1937.

Daniel in the Lions’ Den is a powerful depiction
of the mighty opposites that inform the story: light and
darkness, right and might, courage and fear, life and
death. Moonlight illuminates the scene through an
upper window. We see Daniel dignified and composed
in spite of the nearness of the lions. They move into
the light but as quickly move back into the shadows.
Their might and strength are cowed by the courage of
this aged man. We know Daniel’s steadfastness and
his trust in God will be vindicated for the King hurries
to the den the next morning and finds Daniel alive and
well.
Darius orders his release and proclaims throughout Babylon that the God of Daniel is the living God.
Righteousness triumphs over might and trust over fear.
With that same trust in adversity, we can proclaim that
God will deliver and rescue his people: his Kingdom
shall never be destroyed and his dominion shall have
no end.
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Puzzle Page
Crossword
ACROSS
1 Christmas song (5)
5 ____ Copland, US composer (5)
8 Under control (2,4)
9 Praise highly (5)
10 High winds (5)
12 Given the once-over (4,2)
13 Peripheral (5)
15 Objects (5)
17 Fast-flowing water (6)
19 Pirouette (5)
21 Adult foal (5)
22 Paige, singer (6)
23 Boisterous (5)
24 Lightly cleans (5)

DOWN
1 Small cigar (7)
2 Sunday joint (5)
3 Word for word (9)
4 Brogue, loafer, eg (4)
5 Intensely worried (9)
6 Alter to suit (5)
7 Elaborate lyric
poem (3)
11 Networks (7)
14 Made a mistake (5)
16 British peers (5)
18 ___ Duncan Smith,
Tory politician (4)
20 Pay court to (3)

Word Search

Maze

St. Swithun, saint for a rainy
day is the saint you can blame
for rainy summers. It is said
that if it rains on his special
day, 15 July, it will then rain for
40 days after that. Swithun
became Bishop of Winchester
in 852, under King Ethelwulf
of Wessex, in the days when
Wessex was the most
important kingdom of
England. Swithun was
famous for his charitable gifts
and for his energy in getting
churches built. When he was dying in 862, all he asked was that he
be buried in the cemetery of the Old Minster, just outside the west
door. But on 15 July 971, the monks decided to move him into
their newly built cathedral. So his bones were dug up.
Unusually heavy rain that day, and on days following, was
attributed to the power of St Swithun. He was disturbed again in
1093, when he was moved into the new Winchester cathedral.
So if it rains on 15 July….get out your umbrella!

Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate

Answers to all puzzles on page 39
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80 Years on–
on– still going strong
It was a gloriously sunny day on 1 June when Charles Secrett and his wife Nicola invited some
of the local community to go behind the scenes for a tour of their 150 acre Hurst Farm site in
Milford, writes Cathy Brook, editor of our sister magazine in Busbridge, The Bridge.

T

his fascinating tour gave participants a chance
to appreciate one of the last true market gardens
in the country.
Times have moved on since the family firm
moved to the Milford site in 1937 and the business has
adapted to changing markets and demands. Starting
on the tour, this
was immediately
evident as we
passed neatly laid
out
rows of
lovage, an unusual
herb, now back in
demand by the
culinary
world.
And did you know
that Secretts was
the first business
in the country to
grow wild rocket?
Onward to the main greenhouse where acres of
salad leaves, for which the Secretts name has become
synonymous, were beautifully laid out like patchwork.

Once outside we passed rows of successional
planting of sunflowers and avenues of cane wigwams
sculpting across the landscape for the runner beans,
resembling a possible installation from Tate Modern.
It’s an ever changing scene – new asparagus beds have
been planted for the future, raspberries are now being
grown in pots and a whole five acres of pumpkins are
being grown for Pumpkin Week in late October.
Credit was paid to the East European students who
were described as a delight to have around and are
very much valued for their hard work on the farm.
As any gardener will know, cultivation is not
without its challenges and is always at the mercy of the
weather. This year the late frosts in May, when the

Manager Nigel with obedient dog

Inside the greenhouses all the plants are grown in
modular cells in trays – having been sown by the
seeding machine at the rate of 600 trays per hour

To name just a few varieties there was Bull’s Blood,
Mizuna, Red Orache and Amaranths galore and, if
you’ve only just caught on to the trend for Cavalo
Nero, you’re unlikely to have heard of the new kid on
the block – Jagallo Nero. The London chefs demand
only the very finest and freshest quality, favouring a
smaller leaf which cultivation in trays assists by
controlling the picked height for the cutting machines.
The greenhouse was originally built to a very
high specification for cut flowers and was surprisingly
comfortable in temperature on a very hot day. We
learnt that this was the result of an impressive venting
system which means that over 50 per cent of the roof
can be opened. The whole greenhouse is computer
controlled and there is a weather station that monitors
conditions on the roof.

trees were in blossom, have affected the plum harvest.
And it’s best not to mention pigeons to Charles!
It’s hard to remember but there was a time when
the strawberry season was just four to five weeks long,
fruiting in time for Wimbledon.
Now strawberry
cultivation takes place over a much longer season with
its latter end being determined only by the first frosts.
Last year strawberries were still being picked on the
farm in late October.
The tour ended with a bountiful spread of tea,
sandwiches and cakes. Everyone went home with a
generous goody bag of strawberries,
baby turnips, radishes, lettuce and
baby courgettes with flowers.
Our very grateful thanks go to
Charles and Nicola for so generously
welcoming the local community
through The Bridge
to their farm – it
was an absolutely
fabulous visit and a
delight to be shown
round
by such
knowledgeable and
Cathy
Baby courgettes passionate guides.
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A summer salad
Broad beans, asparagus and avocados with a sharp lemon and chive dressing:
an emerald green summer salad that makes the most of broad beans which
are definitely my favourite summer vegetable

I

t was so exciting to see the first of the broad beans
appearing in June, but what started as a trickle has
now become an avalanche so I have been looking
for ways of using them up. As far as I’m concerned,
they can do no wrong, especially when they are young
and at their most delicious.
Some lightly cooked asparagus, plus a perfectly
ripe avocado and some baby leaves, and you’ll want
for nothing else. But if you’re super-hungry, a big
handful of lardons or chopped crispy streaky bacon
added before serving will make all the difference.

If you can’t find fresh broad beans, or if your
fresh ones are a little too big and woody, pod the
beans, cook them, then slip the bright green beans out
of their grayish skins and throw the skins away. It’s a
bit fiddly but it’s worth the extra effort as the insides
are the tasty bit.
The lemon dressing makes the best of this
seasonable bounty. It’s sharp and feisty, in contrast to
the soft, sweet salad and creamy avocado.
Serves four for a light lunch with some fresh
bread or six as a summery BBQ side dish.

INGREDIENTS
Dressing
2 tbsp freshly squeezed lemon juice
6 tbsp olive oil
1 tbsp white wine vinegar
2 tsp runny honey
1 tbsp finely chopped fresh chives plus extra for
sprinkling over the finished salad

1/2 tsp Maldon salt
Salad
1 large ripe avocado
Big bag of freshly washed baby salad leaves
200g skinny asparagus spears, trimmed
300g fresh young podded broad beans (frozen is
also fine)

To make the dressing, whisk all the ingredients
together in a small bowl until well combined. Taste
and add black pepper according to your preference.
Boil or lightly steam the asparagus for a few
minutes until it still has bite. Drain and refresh
under cold water and set aside.
Repeat with the broad beans and, if they are large
or fozen, remove the grayish skins after they have
been cooked. Set aside.
Arrange the salad leaves on a platter and scatter
over the cooled broad beans and asparagus. Just
before serving, skin and chop the avocado and add
it to the salad.
Pour over 2—4 tablespoons of the whisked dressing
and serve. Any left-over dressing can be kept for a
few days in the fridge.
Check out Sam’s “Weekday Suppers” pie
recipes in the spring edition of Lis Earle
Wellbeing.
Sam’s books “Food for your Brood” and
“The Royal Marsden Cancer Cookbook”
are out now.
Follow Sam on Twitter@samgatesfood,
Instagram Samgatesfood or
www.samgatesfood.co.uk
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A man for all seasons
David Jenkins, assistant vicar for Hambledon Church, has had his lawn
products endorsed by the RHS. This quite a feather in his cap.

T

he Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) has
announced its endorsement of three chemicalfree lawn fertiliser products distributed in the
UK by D J Turfcare Equipment Ltd. These are Viano
MO Bacter, Viano Bio-Lime and Viano Recovery.
They are all made by Viano in Belgium and they are
all child and pet friendly.
MO Bacter is an organic-based, slow release
fertiliser for lawns which destroys moss by secondary
action. It is easily spread, it contains no chemicals and
it will not harm plants and shrubs.
Bio-Lime combats the acidic conditions that
enable moss to become established in lawns. It is ideal
as an autumn and winter treatment.
Recovery can spruce up a lawn and is the perfect
fertiliser to use before laying turf or seeding. It can
also serve as an autumn feed. Its use after drought
and/or wear and tear following hard play, or after
scarification, is also beneficial.
These RHS-endorsed products will be available
from September onwards from garden centres, as well

as from lawn contractors who want to offer an
alternative to chemical treatments. Alternatively they
can be obtained direct from D J Turfcare.
David Jenkins for D J Turfcare, says: “Both
Viano and D J Turfcare are very proud to be able to
carry the RHS logo on their products. We believe
that, like us, the general public hold the RHS in very
high esteem and respond positively to products that
carry their endorsement.”
Shereen Llewellin, Licensing Executive, RHS
Enterprises Ltd, says: “All RHS-endorsed products
have to meet very high standards but especially
chemical-free gardening products.”
For further information please contact D J
Turfcare, MJF Yard, Chiddingfold Road, Dunsfold,
GU8 4PB; tel 01483 200976;
website address
www.djturfcare.co.uk; email sales@djturfcare.co.uk.

Future Events at The Clockhouse,
Chapel Lane, Milford
Tel: 01483 420668

1 July – Musical Evening with buffet supper at The Barn, The Old Farmhouse, Elstead by
kind permission of Mr and Mrs R Grey. Music by Rodborough Swing and Jazz Band. 6 pm
for 6.30. Tickets £15, to include a two-course supper, are available from The Clockhouse
or Chandlers Garage, Elstead.
20 August – Jazz Picnic at Upper Ridgeway Farm, Thursley by kind permission of Mr and
Mrs Coles. £10 entry. Bring your own picnic.
28 September – Charity Golf Day at the West Surrey Golf Club. Forms are available from
rachel.kershaw@btinternet.com, price £320 for teams of four, to include bacon roll, tea/
coffee and two-course lunch. Auction promises & raffle.
Film Dates at The Clockhouse, autumn 2017:
22 September – ‘Lala Land’
20 October – ‘Hidden Figures’
17 November – ‘Lion’
15 December – tba
7 October – Bridge Tea, 1.30 to 5pm
27 October – Quiz Night
Tickets for these events are available from The Clockhouse
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From one oak to another
The Ramblers found the Queen Elizabeth Oak (see article on page 19).
Ross has come across another one that rivals it in years – but possibly
not in size.

D

id you know that on Tilford Green there is a
900-year old oak tree known as the King’s
Oak (or Novel’s Oak)? I didn’t. It is
mentioned in the Charter of Henry of Blois, Bishop of
Winchester from 1129 to 1171, confirming its gift to
the Abbey of Waverley. It features in William
Cobbett’s Rural Rides and was described by him as
“by far the finest tree that I ever saw in my life”. Eric
Parker then wrote about it in Highways and Byways in
Surrey.
There are three other oak trees nearby, at each
corner of the triangular green. The first was planted
in 1897, to commemorate Queen
Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee, and
the second in
1902, on
the
occasion of the
coronation
of
King
Edward
VII.
A third,
planted in 1910 to
commemorate the
accession of King
George V, was
uprooted in the
great storm of
1987 but has been
replaced.
I hope you all had a good laugh at the two Cuphll
Morris photos as, of course, we all did. A suggestion
from one of our redundant dancers is that, as we are
getting so old, perhaps we should have the next
reunion in six months time. Hmm – a good plan.

And now, a poem sent to me on May Day by
John Matthews, another old folkie:
Under the green woods
I walk alone.
Once all the fields were mine
And the trees were mine;
The hills,
The spired coppices,
The straight drills.
Now I must share them
With tractor-stink,
With harvest slasher.
But I still find ways
To slip the seeds back
Into the furrow,
To watch them grow,
Remembered
or forgot.
And still I am the green man
And still I walk the fields.
And though the land seems empty
It is filled with life.
And though I am forgotten
I still remember
And I still observe …..
I am writing this on Bank Holiday Monday at
10.30 am; it’s the day of the Surrey County Show and
it’s not raining! I bet the Pilgrim Morris Men have got
everything crossed.
PS: I recently found this clipping – ring any bells?
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Useful Information and Telephone Numbers
GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES
Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses
Health Visitors

01428 682218
01428 685249
01428 685249

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG
Tel: Doctors

01483 415885

Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ
Tel: Doctors
Health Visitors & Community Nurses

01483 414461
01483 415564

Chiddingfold – Ridgeley Road, GU8 4QP
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses

01428 683174
01428 683735

HOSPITALS
Royal Surrey County Hospital
Milford Hospital
Haslemere Hospital

01483 571122
01483 782000
01483 783000

Equipment for short term use
Some items only required for a short time (usually three months) may be borrowed from the
British Red Cross Equipment Loan Centre, Wey Court (off Meadrow), Godalming GU7 3JE.
Opening hours: 10 am - 3 pm Monday, Tuesday and Friday.
Available equipment includes bed blocks, bed cradles, back rests, commodes, wheelchairs,
bed pans and urinals.
For further information please telephone 01482 429238.
POLICE
Police Community Support Officer:
e-mail:
Urgent calls:
Non-urgent and crime reporting

12010 Karen Phillips
waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
999
101

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS01483 427249
Area 1
Area 2
Area 3
Area 4
Area 5
Area 6
Area 7
Area 8

Mrs Sally Marks
Mr Arthur Blackman
Miss Jane Woolley
Mrs Caroline Pitt
Mr Alf Hammond
Mr John Tidmarsh
Mr Ion Campbell
Mr Bryon Ware

Hydestile
Church Lane
Woodlands Road
Malthouse Lane
Cricket Green
Lane End
Feathercombe Lane
Hambledon Park

UTILITIES
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours
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01483 427249
01428 683871
01428 684213
01428 682940
01428 683625
01428 682067
01483 860264
01428 289132

0800 3169800
0845 2780845
0800 0727282
0800 111 999

HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors

John Anderson
Mary Grove
Karen Jones
Mike Parry
Paul Pattinson
Stewart Payne
Philip Underwood

Clerk

Jane Woolley
Email

01428 682666
01483 415815
01428 681339
01428 682303
01428 682000
01483 425250
01428 682742
01428 684213
j.woolley881@btinternet.com

Surrey County Councillor Mrs Victoria Young
Waverley Borough Councillors
Nick Holder
Anna James
GENERAL
Borough Hall

0203 65015995

Cinema Borough Hall (Tickets & Information)

01483 523004

Library

01483 422743

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange deliveries

01428 682176

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office
(and see page 3 for more information)

01483 421267

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings

01428 683588

Train Information
Times and fares for all national services

0845 7484950

01428 682402
01428 682844
01483 523333

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without
transport, ring 01428 682959. If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390
VETERINARY SURGEONS
Milford Veterinary Surgery
37, New Road, Milford
Rivendell
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe
In an emergency, ring either number

01483 414747
01483 421833

Hambledon Village Shop & Post Office
Opening Times
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Shop
98:30am-5pm
– 5.00
98:30am-5pm
– 5.00
98:30am-5pm
– 5.00
98:30am-5pm
– 5.00
98:30am-5pm
– 5.00
8:30am-4pm
April-October 9 – 1.00
8:30am-4pm
April-October
9 – 12.00

Post Office
9.30
–
12.30
1.30 – 4.30
9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-4:30pm
9:30am-12:30pm
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
9:30am-12:30pm
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
9:30am-12:30pm
9.30 – 12.30 & 1:30pm-4:30pm
1.30 – 4.30
9:30am-12:30pm
9.30 – 12.30 & 1:30pm-4:30pm
1.30 – 4.30
9:30am-12:30pm
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
CLOSED
Closed
Closed
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Puzzle Solutions
Crossword

Word Search
Swithun
Rainy
Summer
July
Forty

Churches
Dying
Cemetery
West
Door

Days
Bishop
Winchester
Kingdom
Charitable

Bones
Heavy
Power
Disturbed
umbrella

Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate
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Hambledon
A Celebration in Flowers
Photos and arrangement by Roger Matthews

M

any villages today are struggling to keep alive a proper
sense of community but Hambledon is excep onal in
s ll having so many village facili es and organisa ons which
make it a thriving place. The idea somehow to recognise this
through a ‘Celebra on in Flowers’ came from a member of
the St Peter’s Church Delta home group two years ago.
The response then was so brilliant by groups making
displays and the many visitors, that we were delighted to
stage this ‘Celebra on in Flowers’ again in June 2017.
Here are the displays from this year’s event.

Hambledon Cricket Club

Hambledon Football Club

Local Farmers

NEXUS

Hambledon Village Trust

Hambledon Church Musicians

St Peter’s Delta Homegroup
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Ladies Breakfast

Church Congregation

Sunday School

Busbridge & Hambledon Ministers

Delta Homegroup

National Trust—Oakhurst

St Peter’s Flower Arrangers

Hambledon Women’s Afternoon

Hambledon Community Fund
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Hambledon Heritage Sociaty

Parish Magazine

Hambletots

Messy Church

Parish Council

Busbridge & Hambledon Older People Ministry

Nursery School
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Hambledon Ramblers

Vann

Busbridge & Hambledon PCC Buildings Group

Hambledon Pedallers

St Dominic’s School

Village Shop

Ladies Coffee Morning

Kiwi Karers

St Peter’s Congregation

St Peter’s Congregation
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