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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON
Rector

The Rev Simon Taylor

01483 421267
simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org

Associate Vicar

The Rev Catherine McBride
01483 421267
Mervil Bottom, Malthouse Lane,
Hambledon GU8 4HG catherine.mcbride@bhcgodalming.org

Assistant Vicar

The Rev David Jenkins
6 Quartermile Road
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Mrs Elizabeth Cooke
Marepond Farm, Markwick Lane
Loxhill, Godalming, GU8 4BD

01483 416084

01483 208637

Churchwarden

Alan Harvey
35 Maplehatch Close,
Godalming, GU7 1TQ
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Mr David Chadwick, Little Beeches,
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Godalming, GU8 6EL

01252 702268

Dr Alison Martin
Tillies, Munstead Heath Road
Godalming GU8 4AR

01483 893619

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid

01483 423264

Sunday Services
Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,
which is shown on page 5
The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.
Details from Catherine McBride Tel: 01483 421267
Alpha details and information from
The Rev Catherine McBride Tel: 01483 421267
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact
Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office
Tel No: 01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm)
Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued,
contact the Church Wardens
The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays
The Associate Vicar is normally off duty on Fridays
The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of
Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr Chris Bergin 01428 643877);
St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s,
Milford (Fr Michael 01483 416880)

Copy deadlines for the
June magazine
The deadline is Thursday, 18 May

TO SUBSCRIBE AND HAVE
THE MAGAZINE DELIVERED, £6 per year
PLEASE CONTACT: MARY PARKER
Telephone: 01428 682545

Please send your copy to
John Hindley
Whitegates, Gasden Lane
Witley GU8 5RJ
01428 681423
email: jjhindley@gmail.com
Advertisers, please contact
Derek Miller, 2 Church Lane,
Hambledon, GU8 4DS
01428 684362
email: dercyn@btinternet.com
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Vicar’s Views – May

I

have a confession. I was watching the news recently as reports were emerging on another food
crisis threatening parts of East Africa; yet more footage of painfully malnourished children and overwhelmed aid-workers faced with a human tide of hunger. And I found myself thinking “Here we are
again.” Vicars, it seems, are not immune to compassion fatigue either.
The media can sometimes present us with an almost constant stream of heart-wrenching accounts
of human misery: from the victims of natural and environmental disasters to those who are victims of
man-made catastrophes such as refugees fleeing from war and conflict. It’s perfectly understandable
that sometimes we just want to switch off from it all; that there are times when we feel we have no more
to give, financially or emotionally.
At times like that it might be tempting to try and distance ourselves from any feelings of responsibility – who are these people to us; shouldn’t our reserves of compassion be kept for those closer to
home? Perhaps. Although I don’t think God sees it like that. Jesus’ story about the Good Samaritan
fundamentally challenges our understanding of whom we should be prepared to reach out to and help
(Luke 10.25-37). Our ‘neighbour’ is essentially anyone we have the power and resources to help,
regardless of whether or not they are geographically, ethnically, culturally, ideologically or theologically
‘related’ to us.
Compassion fatigue is understandable, too, when it feels as if much of the hardship might be
avoidable with better and fairer government, less corruption or greater sharing of resources. Understandable, yes - and certainly very easy to say from the comfort of my armchair in front of the telly. But
again, I don’t think God sees it like that and thank goodness he doesn’t. If God rationed out his
compassion according to how much we deserved it, then we’d all be in trouble.
But thankfully God does not suffer from compassion fatigue. Time and time again we read in the
Bible that God is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love (e.g. Psalm 145) and at
Hambledon Church we have recently been reminding ourselves of the ultimate demonstration of that
compassion. In this month’s magazine you’ll see some images from this year’s Road to Easter up at the
church and seeing those three crosses, silhouetted against the fields, is always a powerful reminder to
me of the sheer scale of God’s compassion for us. He was willing to die for us because we couldn’t ‘do
better’ and in spite of our corruption and lack of justice and fairness and all the other human failings of
which we are all guilty. The cross sums up the meaning of compassion. Even as the soldiers are driving
the nails into Jesus’ hands, he has compassion for them. ‘Forgive them, Father; they don’t know what
they’re doing.” (Luke 23.34)
For many of us that is the motivation for trying to show compassion to others: not because we
think we are better than them; not because it always makes sense to us; not because we don’t sometimes
struggle with feelings of compassion fatigue as much as the next person; but because we know we ourselves have been on the receiving end of the most amazing, self-sacrificial compassion.
It’s not just that. I think that when we human beings refuse to give in to world-weariness, cynicism
or compassion fatigue we demonstrate that part of God’s image that is in each one of us. Deep down we
want to be compassionate, because we have been made that way and we see that in the generosity of
millions of people each year to numerous charitable appeals.
This month sees Christian Aid Week (14 – 20 May) offering us an opportunity to demonstrate
compassion and I hope you will consider making a donation: not out of a sense of duty or feeling forced
into it but out of a place of heart-felt gratitude for what God has already done for us and of genuine
thankfulness for the relative riches we enjoy. Christian Aid work globally, often in partnership with
secular and other faith organisations to combat poverty and its root causes and provide relief for any
who need it, whatever their faith. Envelopes for donations are available at Hambledon Church, at the
Village Shop and also in this magazine.
And “may the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort comfort us in all our troubles so that
we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have
received”. Amen.
Food for thought.
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God bless
Catherine McBride,
Associate Vicar, Hambledon and Busbridge

CHURCH CALENDAR
May 2017

7th May
4th Sunday of Easter

9.00 am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30 am
Messy Church
____________________________________________________

14th May
5th Sunday of Easter

9.00 am
BCP Morning Prayer
10.30 am
Holy Communion (CW)
____________________________________________________

Thursday 18th May

7.30 pm

Special Songs of Praise Service
see page 10 to choose hymns
____________________________________________________

Saturday
20th May

8.30 am to 10.00 am Prayer Breakfast
A time to meet together for prayer. All are welcome.
____________________________________________________
9.00 am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30 am
Morning Worship (CW)
____________________________________________________

21st May
6th Sunday of Easter

TBC

Thursday 25th May
Ascension Day

____________________________________________________
9.00 am
BCP Morning Prayer
10.30 am
Morning Worship (CW)
____________________________________________________

28th May
7th Sunday of Easter
And in June
4th June
Pentecost

9.00 am
BCP Holy Communion
10.30 am
All Age Worship
____________________________________________________
Services at St. John’s, Busbridge
8.00 am
Holy Communion (said)
9.00 am
Classic service:
Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays
10.30 am Contemporary service:
1st Sunday:
All Age
3rd Sunday:
Holy Communion
Groups for children of all ages in various locations turn up and ask!
6.30 pm Benefice Evening Worship
—

Hambledon Parish Magazine, May 2017 Page 5

PARISH & PEOPLE

W

e have been saddened to learn of the death
of Roger Frogley, the only child of Daisy
and Ernest who lived at Antler Cottage on
Rock HiIl from his arrival until he moved away on his
marriage.
Roger was educated at Hambledon Village
School and was a craftsman of the highest calibre who
could produce the most wonderful work with
wood. He served his apprenticeship with Miltons in
Witley where his mother always reckoned he received
of the best in tuition and experience. Many of the
older residents of Hambledon can vouch for his work
and we were all at a loss as to where to go once Roger
married and moved away from the district.
One piece of work that Roger did which is still
very much in evidence concerned the movement of the
Communion Table at St Peter’s Church from the east
wall into the Chancel, which posed a problem with the
overhang of a step. All solved by Roger and his work
can be admired to this day.
The death has also occurred of another exHambledon resident, Margaret Joyce (Maggie)
Dedman. Her daughter Joyce has written to tell us
that she died suddenly at Broadwater Lodge,
Farmcombe aged 91. She was the wife of Charlie,
mum to Joyce and Shirley, a nanny and a great nan.
Maggie was born in Hambledon. She and
Charlie were married at St Peter’s Church and they

lived at School Hill Cottage, next to the pub, for many
years. They loved the village for its peace and quiet
and beautiful countryside and the family enjoyed many
happy times there. There was always a full house,
with family and friends popping round for a cup of tea
or to sample the home made wine and have a chat.
Mum welcomed everyone.
They moved to Godalming when Dad retired and
three years ago to Broadwater Lodge where they were
both very happy.
We will all miss Mum’s smile and love.
To both Roger’s and Maggie’s families we
extend the loving sympathy of Hambledon friends and
past neighbours.
Next, looking to the future, Jacqui Rook is
delighted to welcome the arrival of her 7th grandchild
Henry William, a son for Jonathan and Becky.
Another new arrival is Malachi Owen whose
parents, Danika and Tyler , both teach at St Dominic’s.
He was born on Easter Monday and, despite being
premature, is doing well and showing great promise.
And, in conclusion, everyone in the village will
want to send their best wishes to Pat Williams and her
new knee. Pat put off having the operation for as long
as possible but eventually had to succumb. She has
done so with great calm, hope and courage and the
physiotherapy seems to be working wonders – she’s
already been seen in the Village Shop!.

Calling all early birds

F

irst stop: Hydon’s Ball, dawn on Monday 1 May (if you
want to be really exact, sun-rise is at 05.32). Join Ross and
the Morris dancers in their celebration of May Day and
then repair to the Merry Harriers for breakfast.
Secondly, if you would like to listen to the dawn chorus and
identify some birdsong, meet Julie Steele on Sunday 7 May at
5.30 outside Hambledon Village Shop (which, later on, will be
open for – much needed? – coffee at 8.30).

The 2017 Hambledon Village Flower Show

T

his year’s show will be held on Saturday 2 September so now’s the time to start thinking ahead about your
entries. Gardeners in particular will want to have a thought as to what needs planting now if the resultant
flower or vegetable is going to be ready at the right time to compete for one of the many prizes that will be
on offer.
As well as flowers and vegetables, there will be all the other usual favourite categories such as arts and crafts
and the children’s section.
New categories will include home-made sugar flowers and crochet. For the bakers, the cake bakes will be a
fruit cake and a lemon drizzle (iced or not as you prefer). The full categories list will, as usual be published in July
in the Parish Magazine, on the village web site and on the village notice boards.
Who knows, you could be crowned BEST IN SHOW. Do make a note of the date, start thinking about your
entries and help make 2017 the biggest Show ever!
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Threats and opportunities
A substantial cut in Surrey’s highways budget and the knock-on effects this
is bound to have on an already deteriorating road network is offset by a
chance for Hambledon to become the UK’s best village of 2017.

P

arish Council years, like those of other local
government bodies, run from May to April so
the meeting on 18 April was an end-of-term
event. The accounts for 2016-17 were available
(though they still have to go through the audit process)
and once again prudent housekeeping means that the
reserves remain at their usual modest level. This is
just as well as a telephone call had just been received
from Hambledon’s Surrey County Councillor to say
that SCC’s Highways budget for 2017-18 had been
drastically cut in comparison with previous years’
levels. This could have serious implications for the
village as it is the grant from SCC’s Highways that
pays for all the good work that Colin Rapley does to
keep the village ditches flowing and the hedges under
control. If, as expected, the grant is not forthcoming,
the Parish Council agreed to dip into reserves to fund
his work during the coming year; and it may have to
consider making it a charge against the Parish precept
in future years.
The cuts in the Highways budget could also
mean that a proposed up-grade of the Greensand Way
where it runs between the Ashlands Reservoir and
Maple Bungalow falls by the wayside. The work, to
try and make good the part that is virtually impassable
during the wet winter months, is currently scheduled
for late May. Although the Parish Council has agreed
to make a small contribution towards the cost, this will
be nowhere near enough to fund all the work that is
needed.
Since early March there have been no further
developments as regards the Orchard Farm planning
application . It is therefore likely to be considered at
Waverley’s Central Area Planning Committee meeting
on 17 May.
Following the call-in by the Secretary of State of
the Dunsfold Park planning application to build

Hambledon

Parish Council

(initially) 1,800 houses, concerted efforts are being
made to ensure that appropriate representations are
made to the Inquiry which starts on 18 July. The Joint
Parishes (of Parish Councils adjacent to the site,
including Hambledon) will be playing a key part – see
page 16 of this issue for further details.
And, as if one inquiry weren’t enough, the
Examination in Public of the Part 1 of the Waverley
Local Plan (Strategic Policies and Sites) starts on 27
June. The Inspector has published his list of matters
and issues for examination and he too has reservations
about the Dunsfold Park proposals. As his list picks
up all the points made by the Parish Council in its own
comments on the Plan, it will not be making further
written submissions or requesting an appearance at a
hearing session.
The final matter to be discussed was an invitation
to participate in a nationwide event to find Britain’s
Best Village 2017. This Channel 4 TV programme
will be led by Penelope Keith (presumably as a followon to her “Hidden Villages” series) and over the
summer she and her team of judges will be visiting
villages across the UK to determine the winner. The
judging criteria include the look of the village; its
history and heritage and how these are remembered;
village events that bring residents together; and things
to do in the village. Which sounds tailor-made for
Hambledon - so the Parish Council is applying on your
behalf. On the basis of subsequent information
submitted by the applicants, the judges will come up
with a shortlist of around 76 villages, grouped into
four broad regions of the UK, and make arrangements
for filming (something else which, by then – if
Hambledon gets that far – it will be taking in its
stride). Each region will have one winning village that
will go through to a grand final with an opportunity to
win a substantial cash prize.

The Garden House

S

ituated along the Hambledon Road, just beyond
the Hydestile Crossroads, this 18-acre estate is
being developed as a sustainable land use project
with a focus on wildlife, education and therapeutic and
community benefit. It is available for local people to
use for activities in the new woodland, the pond and
wetland environment, the orchard and the garden.
In the past year The Garden House has provided
opportunities for people with varying physical and
mental abilities to enjoy the estate through the Growth
Team from Surrey Choices, the Welcome Project from

Catalyst, the Halow Project and the Surrey Wildlife
Trust. Young people at Skillway in Godalming have
been helping in the orchard and work experience
placements are being offered to students at Merrist
Wood College.
Other potential uses for the site might be by
school groups for drawing wildlife, local craftsmen
using willow grown on-site to make baskets or a green
woodworker wanting somewhere to run a chairmaking course. The possibilities are wide-ranging.
To find out more visit thegardenhousesurrey.org.
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What’s happening . . . ..in and around the village
Hambletots! & well done Anthea until now
We are a friendly, local baby and toddler group who meet on
Wednesday mornings in Hambledon Village Hall from 10-11.30 am
Hambletots is running on the May 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th (not 31st – half term)
We have toys for all ages, a baby area and we organise a craft activity for the older children.
Mums, dads and carers with children are welcome along, even if they can’t make every week.
The cost is £1 for each child under a year and £2 for each child over a year.
Come and meet other local parents, carers and children over a cup of tea or coffee.
for more information, please call Jenna van Jaarsveld 07415333086

On 11 May,
May Maggie and Chris Jagger tell us about the first
SALCET visit to Uganda last November. In the poor area of Makasa they ran medical clinics with their partner, Compassion,
also setting up and funding equipment for a microfinance / agricultural project and
provided dental equipment to support a Christian dentist running the Mata Dental
Clinic. They accomplished much in two weeks! Hear how they built relationships
with different groups in projects to improving the lives. SALCET team efforts were
much appreciated. Meeting in Busbridge Church Centre at 8pm with drinks and
nibbles before the talk, we look forward to seeing you.
Our membership and
guest fees cover speakers’ gifts, welcome drinks, nibbles, & tea or coffee, and donations to charities. This year’s Charity is ‘Topic of Cancer’ Guildford, raising awareness of ground-breaking research into cancer immunotherapy. For more info, please phone Janet Harvey on 01483-423264
or Kate Kaye on 01483- 415296, or find us on www.bhcgodalming.org/groups

The Clockhouse Lectures Chapel Lane Milford GU8 5EZ
‘Jutland: A Failure of Intelligence’
12th May, at 7 for 7.30 pm Lecturer: Professor Philip Robinson
Tickets £15 each include a two-course supper
Licensed Bar and Raffle For tickets and information, please contact
The Manager on 01483 420 668 or manager@clockhouse.org.uk
The Clockhouse, Chapel Lane, Milford, GU8 5EZ Registered Charity 1059045

Friday 5 May 8pm

Thursday 19 May 8pm
Both films include free popcorn

Legendary director Billy Wilder's satirical
film-noir masterpiece on fleeting nature
of fame and
fashion.
Just about the
greatest film on
Hollywood ever.
Now fully
restored to its
original glory.
Starring
William Holden as
Joe Gillis &
Gloria Swanson as
Norma Desmond

In 2016, won the Oscar for Best Picture,
and took 6 awards, including Best Actress.
Classical Hollywood
musical with a
book tickets online modern flourish –
chiddingfoldcinerna.corn what happens when
dreams of romance
Since 2008, ticket prices collide with
have not changed, but ambitions.

sadly rising costs mean
the first price rise:
From April tickets will be
£6 Adults, but remain at
£3 for under 15s (where
permitted)
Season Tickets remain
at £25, while stocks last.

Starring

Ryan Gosling as Sebastian & Emma
Stone as Mia
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MUMS BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES AT HAMBLEDON CHURCH
Meeting every Thursdays at 10am-11:30am. Term time only.
All are welcome to come along, with or without children.
We enjoy a coffee while exploring the Word together. Feel free to pop in and try it out.
For more information, please contact Jenna van Jaarsveld, Hambledon children and families worker
jenna.vanjaarsveld@bhcgodalming.org, or the church office 01483 421267 to leave a message.

Hambledon Village Hall Management Committee Presents:

?
?
?
in the Village

?

Saturday 13 May at 7:30pm
Hall

£10 each (Tickets from the Village Shop) Bar, raffle and a plate of fish and chips.
Come and be entertained, test your knowledge and enjoy good food, good beer and good company.
Optimum team size is 6 but smaller/larger teams will be accommodated. All proceeds to Village Hall .

Coffee Morning
Tuesday 16 May, 11am in the Church Room
and the third Tuesday each month

All welcome – do come
For more information and help with transport call Jacqui Rook 01428 684390

WAGS

Wednesday 17 May, 2 Church Lane (Millers), at 2 pm

Car parking available. We look forward to seeing you
Any queries phone Cynthia 01428 684362

BOOKING FORM Prime Time – Brooklands Visit
To: Prime Time*, Busbridge&Hambledon Church Oﬃce,
Brighton Road, Godalming, GU7 1XA,
I/we would like to come on Wednesday 17 May
Name(s) ____________________________________
Address ____________________________________
___________________________________________
Phone _______________ Email _________________
Transport Required; Transport oﬀer for ___people

Wednesday 17 May

Please reply by Thursday 11 May… then more details
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Vann Open times

for the National Gardens Scheme

Bank Holiday Monday, 1 May 2-6 with Home made teas;
Tuesday 2 May -Sunday 7 May 10am-6pm; Sunday 4 June - Saturday 10 June 10am-6pm.
and every Wednesday to end July 10am-6pm, or by appointment see: vanngarden.co.uk
“There are gardens where the fusion of art and nature, the wild and the cultivated, is so seamless
that they feel like dream landscapes-too natural to be man-made yet too perfect to be real. The
woodland water garden at Vann is one of these enchanting places….” :

Vann, Hambledon, GU8 4EF, Tel: 01428 683413, vann@caroe.com

Join us for a celebration of your favourite hymns at
Hambledon Church on Thursday 18th May at 7.30pm
Vote for your favourite hymn and come along to see if it tops the charts.
Voting slip below or available at the Village Shop.
Post your votes in the special box at the Shop
or e-mail your votes to catherine.mcbride@bhcgodalming.org

My favourite hymn is:
……………………………………………………..…………..
I like it because (optional): ……………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………..………………..
………………………………………………………………………………….………..
Name (optional): .................................................................................………………..

Cellar Race Night (An alterna1ve to horse racing)
COME CAMEL RACING…
All you need as a fellow race-goer is an eye for form
and a willingness to place a small bet and all you need
as a jockey is enthusiasm and strong wrists!

Saturday 20 May. 7.30-10.30pm, WILFRID NOYCE CENTRE
Fully Licensed Pay Bar with Hot Food • Grand Raﬄe
£10 a 1cket in advance from The Cellar Café or Record Corner, Godalming
Vicki Hinde has a table and tickets; if you are interested, do contact her
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Saturday 3rd June, 10am–2pm

The Clockhouse, Chapel Lane, Milford, GU8 5EZ

Two years ago we held our first celebration in flowers in
St Peter’s which resulted in lots of contributors and visitors.
It was an all round excellent village event.
We are planning to repeat the celebration this year for
organizations and individuals involved in village life.
You are invited to contribute a floral display of your choice
in a designated part of the church which you can use to
promote your society, club or organization.
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Sad (and good) times
Hambledon Village Shop will never be the same without Pia who had become a real mascot. But life goes on
and the arrival of summer brings plenty to celebrate.

A

Sad End to a Joyful Life

Everyone at the shop was saddened in April
by the untimely death in an accident of Bron’s
faithful canine companion Pia. She had been a fixture
at the shop during the past year and brought a lot of
joy to many of the staff, volunteers and customers.
She could generally be seen greeting
arrivals at the
shop from her seat on the wall. She had a friendly
welcome for all (except for the odd cyclist – she had a
thing about bikes) but especially other dogs, the bigger
the better, as she seemed to enjoy taunting larger dogs
most of all.
Pia enjoyed the
cricket, often from a
position
around
square leg where she
would sit patiently
until a fielder or
umpire would pick
her up and return her
to the shop. The
cricket green was
also the site of her
famous victory in
the 2016 Summer
Fete
dog
show
where
she
was
crowned Hambledon
Champion.
Brushing
the
shop floor will never be as exciting without Pia there
to help. May she rest in peace.

Easter Trade
On a lighter note, at the time of writing the Easter weekend has just passed. The shop opened until
4pm throughout the long weekend and this paid
dividends with takings of £4,000 over the four days.
In fact the till was so busy that it broke! Thanks to all
the staff and volunteers who gave up their time.

The Easter weekend
brought the first asparagus
of the
season, freshly
picked from Hallgate Farm
in Petworth a few hours
before delivery. It was a
popular buy and over the
four days we sold 20 kilos.
By the time you read this
we’ll have the first soft
fruit of the season from
Tuesley farm (thanks to
Tig and his team of volunteers who pick it up and
deliver it to the shop).

Wines of The Month
May’s wines of the month will be a red and, in
anticipation of long hot summer evenings, a rosé.
The red is Chateau Saint Cyrgues (£7.00) from
Costières de Nîmes. This Grenache, Syrah, Mourvedre
blend is a gutsy, spicy red, similar to a Chateauneuf du
Pape (but without the price tag). Great with barbecued
meat. Incidentally, the shop also stocks the Chateau
Saint Cyrgues Blanc, recently said by Forbes magazine
to be one of the best white wines under $20 (and at
£7.60, we sell it for a lot under $20).
The rosé is Henri Nordic Rosé (£6.75) a light,
delicate and attractive pink with fresh zingy strawberry
fruit and appealing notes of red flowers, from the
Pezenas region in the south of France.

Try Some Slow Brew
In addition to the espresso based coffees that are
available at the shop, we’re now also offering freshly
brewed filter coffee. The slower brew allows even
more of the flavour (and caffeine!) to be extracted and
the result is a clean and well-balanced cup. This is a
great alternative if you usually drink Americano. Try
it and let us know what you think.

THE VILLAGE SHOP NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Hambledon Village Shop is run for the benefit of the village and relies on volunteer help.
We need people to help out on weekdays and weekends so if you can spare a few hours each week,
every other week or on occasional weekends, please get in touch with Gill
by email at hvsvolunteers@gmail.com or by phone at 01428 685765.
It’s a great way to get involved in village life, meet your neighbours and contribute to our thriving community.

JOIN OUR TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS!
Hambledon Parish Magazine, May 2017, Page 12

Eating seasonably at HVS
May: the month of flowers, the end of the blossom on the fruit trees, a
dusting of tiny blue butterflies in the garden – and the first bundles of
green and purple spears of English asparagus. Bron suggests what’s to do.

A

sparagus, a member of the lily family, is at its
best this month and with luck will carry on
until the end of June. It has been helped this
year by the frosts and the cold spell we had during the
winter.
Boil it, steam it, chargrill it on the BBQ with
butter, lemon, hollandaise wrapped in parma ham or
prosciutto – they’re all in store this month. Parmesan
or pecorino shavings work a treat; or how about a
simple eggy dip – steamed asparagus and a runny
boiled egg? I’ve also served it with orange zest, roast
chopped hazelnuts and balsamic syrup.
It’s still too early for English fruit (there’s no
comparison between the watery strawberries we get in
December and the wonderful plump sweet gems that
will come into season next month); so for now we
have apricots and nectarines coming in-store. We will
also have plenty of seasonable veggies (new additions
include spinach, raddicchio and fennel) and there are
new herbs to look out for such as coriander, mint,
nasturtium, oregano, parsley, rosemary, sage and
tarragon.
Tarragon is one of my favourites with its intense
flavour, a mix between sweet aniseed and soft vanilla.
A shaggy-looking herb, used a lot in French cuisine;
which is why French tarragon is the best to use in a
bearnaise sauce which is brilliant with cheese, chicken
and fish. A handful of chopped tarragon in fish pie is
scrummy. I love it.
My idea for using both of my favourites:

Asparagus and Tarragon Tart
(can be one large tart or six tartlets)
1 packet of short crust pastry (who makes their own!)
12 small to medium asparagus spears, simmered in
boiling water for 7-8 minutes
240 ml double cream
2 eggs
5 shaggy tarragon leaves
3 tbsps. pecorino or parmesan
Loose bottom tin(s) - which make it easier to present
the tart or tartlets
Roll the pastry to fit your tins. Line them by pressing
the pastry into the corners, prick the base and bake
blind at 200c for 10-12 minutes until the pastry is dry
and a pale colour.
Put the cream into a bowl and beat the eggs in gently
with a fork; chop the tarragon and add to the cream/
egg mixture; season well.
Slice the asparagus spears into short lengths, pick out
any rough tough bits and lay the asparagus over the
pastry base. Pour over the cream/egg mixture and
sprinkle with the cheese.
Bake in the oven at 180c.for 30-40 minutes until set
and golden.
Serve warm or cold – great for picnics or summer
lunch in the garden.
Pea, mint and spring onions can be used instead
of the asparagus – peas in store next month,

Hambledon helps Hambledon
The largest ever grant was recently awarded by the Hambledon Community Fund
when it gave £5,000 to the Hambledon Village Trust to help with the construction of a
disabled accessible toilet for the patrons of Hambledon Village Shop, Café and Post Office.

H

ambledon Village Shop and Post Office has
operated as a not-for profit community venture
since 1992. For the past three years the shop
has operated an extremely successful café but its
growing popularity means it needs new facilities
beyond what the current premises can offer. At the
moment customers use the staff toilet but this is not
easily accessible for some older customers and for
mothers with prams. This grant is now helping to build
the new facility so that every visitor can fully enjoy
the shop and the café.
The Hambledon Community Fund has now
awarded over £20,000 in grants to support projects and

causes within the village and it continues to grow with
help from local people. It is a part of the Community
Foundation for Surrey and it enables local people who
love Hambledon to donate money for the benefit of the
village and its people. With your support we can help
build a stronger community by giving to local causes
that have an impact and that will empower Hambledon
to help itself now and in the future.
There is more about the Hambledon Community
Fund, including how to donate, on page 34. Or you
can contact the Panel Chair, Julie Llewelyn, on 07768
033611 or the Community Foundation for Surrey on
01483 478092.
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House beautiful
With Laurie Parker on the doorstep, who needs Ideal Home, Style
at Home or Homes and Gardens? Cut down on your magazine buys
and head off to Godalming instead.

H

ambledon’s Laurie Parker has been bringing
her decorative flair to The Little Shed in
Godalming for nearly six years. Passionate
about home decor and beautiful home accessories,
Laurie teamed up with her friend Linda Maslen to
open a shop. They chose Godalming as it is close to
home and family commitments and they both liked the
down-to-earth feel of the town.
Laurie spent many years in top-end retail. Before
starting her family and moving to Hambledon she
worked at Tiffany’s in Bond Street. She has a natural
way with people and, being originally from Seattle in
the North West of the USA, she welcomes customers
to the shop in a very relaxed fashion.
The shop sells all sorts of things that Laurie and
Linda hunt out on their travels. They visit antiques
fairs
looking
for
decorative pieces of
antique furniture; they
also go further afield,
to France and Belgium
and, most recently, to
Denmark, to meet
suppliers of furniture,
tableware, glass and
decorative objects for
the home. The results
of these trips can be
seen at the shop.
The shop is the
Guildford supplier of
Annie Sloan paint and
paint workshops are
held in the shop
several times a year.
Some lucky Hambledon residents know that
Laurie is also a fabulous baker. Every now and then
coffee and cakes are served in the shop for friends and
anyone who happens to be visiting.

Laurie and Linda are more than happy to do
house visits and to offer advice to customers on
stylish, easy-living ideas. They will also help source
specific items of furniture.
Above all, they welcome
visitors to the shop – do
go and see them.
The shop used to be
located in Church Street
but is now well established at the Pepperpot
end of the High Street.
Laurie and Linda
love being a part of one of
Surrey’s oldest market
towns and they regularly
collaborate with fellow
retailers in Godalming.
The Little Shed,
99-103 Rear of the High Street, Godalming
01483 808113
www.thelittleshedhome.co.uk

LIFE IN THE 21ST CENTURY
Tact: the ability to shut your mouth before someone else wants to do
it for you.
I am in shape. Round is a shape.
In the money: a condition many hope for but only a banker
experiences.
Inflation: instead of not having the money you haven’t got, you have
twice as much – but it’s worth only half of what you haven’t got.
Middle age: that difficult period between juvenile delinquency and old
age when you have to take care of yourself.
Rich person: someone who isn’t afraid to ask to be shown something
cheaper.
Taxpayer: someone who has the whole government on his payroll.
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Tea in the Garden
April has been so gorgeous that it almost feels as though we’ve launched
straight into summer. Last week we had our first BBQ of the year and,
instead of a pudding, we decided to go for a classic Victoria sandwich cake.

T

here are literally thousands of recipes for this
and most bakers will have their own favourites.
Mine is a mix-up of different versions that I’ve
tried over the years but, without fail, it always has one
twist that wouldn't be allowed by any Victoria sponge
purists.

INGREDIENTS
Cake
220g soft butter
220g vanilla caster sugar
4 large eggs, room temperature, loosely beaten
1/2 tsp vanilla extract
Pre-heat the oven to 180/160 fan/350F/Gas 4 and
Pre-heat
the and
ovenline
to 180/160
fan/350F/Gas
4 and
then
grease
two loose-bottomed
sandwich
then
grease
andpaper.
line two loose-bottomed sandwich
tins with
baking
tins
withthe
baking
paper.
Cream
butter
and sugar, preferably with an
Cream
the
butter
preferably
an
electric mixer, until and
light sugar,
and fluffy.
Slowly with
add the
electric egg
mixer,
untilatlight
and Iffluffy.
Slowly starts
add the
beaten
a little
a time.
the mixture
to
beaten add
egg aa little
a time.
the mixture
to
curdle
littleatflour
and Ifcarry
on. Mixstarts
in the
curdle essence.
add a little flour and carry on. Mix in the
vanilla
vanilla
Sift theessence.
flour on to the mixture and fold through
Sift
theuntil
flour completely
on to the mixture
and fold
through
lightly
combined.
Dollop
the
lightly
until
completely
combined.
Dollop
the
sponge mixture evenly between the two tins and
sponge to
mixture
evenlyBake
between
the two
tins until
and
smooth
the edges.
for 20-25
minutes
smoothbrown
to theand
edges.
Bake
for 20-25
golden
springy
to the
touch. minutes until
golden brown
to the
touch.
Remove
from and
the springy
oven and
allow
to cool for a few
Remove
oven and
allow out
to cool
for aa wire
few
minutes from
beforethecarefully
turning
on to
minutes
before
carefully
turning
out
on
to
a
wire
rack.
rack.
While the sponges are cooling, whip the cream into
While
the sponges
are icing
cooling,
whip
the cream
firm peaks,
adding the
sugar
to taste
along into
the
firm peaks, adding the icing sugar to taste along the
way.
way. the cakes are completely cool, if you are using
When
Whenspread
the cakes
are layer
completely
cool,top
if you
jam
a thin
over the
of are
the using
base
jam
spread
a
thin
layer
over
the
top
of
thecream
base
sponge. Then spoon over half the whipped
sponge.
Then
spoon
over
half
the
whipped
cream
and spread to the edges.
and
spread
to the
edges.
Decorate
with
an even
layer of raspberries, trying to
Decorate
withroughly
an even
of height.
raspberries,
trying
to
get
them all
thelayer
same
It looks
great
get
them
allthem
roughly
the same height.
great
if
you
place
in concentric
circles. ItDolooks
the same
if
youthe
place
themsponge.
in concentric circles. Do the same
with
second

My family aren’t big fans of jam so I always swop this
for whipped cream mixed with a little icing sugar and
as many fresh berries as we can fit on the top of the
cake and in the middle.
It’s simple, pretty and just perfect for a sunny afternoon. Feeds 8-10,depending on how greedy you feel!

200g self-raising flour
1 tbsp. milk
Filling/topping
1 post whipping cream
1-2 tbsp. sifted icing sugar
2 packs of fresh raspberries
Raspberry jam (optional)
Very carefully place the second sponge on top of the
first and sift over a little icing sugar.
Serve straight away.

Check out Sam’s “Weekday Suppers” pie
recipes in the spring edition of Lis Earle
Wellbeing.
Sam’s books “Food for your Brood” and
“The Royal Marsden Cancer Cookbook”
are out now.
Follow Sam on Twitter@samgatesfood,
Instagram Samgatesfood or
www.samgatesfood.co.uk
Hambledon Parish Magazine, May 2017 Page 15

The growing season
It’s hard being a worm in a drought. But the prolonged bout
of dry weather has had its up-sides – not least the spate of
new growth and the blossom in the gardens, in the woodlands
and along the hedgerows.

E

arthworm is feeling the effects of the April
drought. He longs for rain. The ground is so
hard that he can make no progress. Soil aeration
is suffering, though in many other ways the April days
have been a joy.
Soaring day time temperatures have meant that
the trees and shrubs have burst into leaf. Suddenly
the countryside is green and it is that lovely fresh
green that the beech especially shows. But with the
trees in leaf the ground is getting still drier as the
leaves literally suck moisture out of the ground
through their tree roots. Plants are really starting to
droop, but this too is nature’s self-protection and when
rain comes, hopefully sooner rather than later, they
will surely revive. Earthworm is ever optimistic. But
the blackthorn flowers are hanging in and the
night temperatures have plummeted as soon as the sun
sinks – close to or sometimes even to freezing.
The blackthorn has been so pretty. As it flowers
on bare stems it looks almost like snow. It needs
exactly the weather conditions that we have had:
warm dry days, little wind and not much frost.
Earthworm snuggles into his warm heap which is
growing again what with the start of lawn mowing.
How does the grass keep growing, he wonders,
when there is no rain?

With the sunny days there have been some lovely
cloud effects. One can recognise objects in the cloud
formations like an animal or a hand. This, Earthworm
has discovered, is known as PAREIDOLIA. Even
Shakespeare experienced it because in Hamlet he has
Polonius say” do you see yonder cloud that’s almost
the shape of a camel?”, though Hamlet wonders if it is
not “a weasel or a whale.” Superstitions of course
grew out of this phenomenon when clouds assumed
the shapes of soldiers in the sky, horses, castles,
even warships, all of which could have been taken as
dire omens before battle.
All the blossom seems to has been better than
ever this year. The lack of frost has made a big
contribution.
There is nothing sadder than the
wonderful cups of Magnolia, a real war horse in our
gardens, be they in town or country, looking their best
one day but on the next brown, forlorn and dropping,
never to recover.
Now, as April turns to May, it is the turn of the
bluebells. There is surely no better sight than roadside
woodlands when they are a carpet of blue and
road banks when they are covered with a mass of the
elegant cow parsley known as Queen Ann’s lace.
Let’s hope that they will be spared the trasher this
year. That might be a good result of council cuts!

Joint Parish Councils
The Joint Parish Councils (Alfold, Bramley, Busbridge, Chiddingfold, Dunsfold,
Hambledon, Hascombe, Loxwood, Plaistow & Ifold, Shalford and Wonersh) are
working closely together in challenging the Dunsfold Park planning application.
But they need a lot of support.
Protect Our Waverley (POW) was founded in
January 2016 when it became apparent that, as a result
of the Planning Inspectorate having overturned the
2008 application to build 2,600 houses at Dunsfold
Park, a further proposal was in the offing. For the
same reason the Joint Parishes formally grouped
together and both they and POW are actively fighting
the new application, this time for an initial development of 1,800 houses (rising to 3,600 in the longer
term), which was approved by Waverley Borough
Council last December. Their objections seem to have
been heeded by the Secretary of State for Communities
and Local Government who has decided to call in the
application. A full Public Inquiry will now determine
whether or not it can proceed.
Both POW and the Joint Parishes have applied
for what is known as Rule 6 Status which will allow
them to participate on the same terms as Waverley and

Dunsfold Park’s owners in the Inquiry. But in order to
put up a robust case they need to engage a QC, a
traffic consultant and a planning consultant. None of
these comes without significant cost.
The Joint Parish funds are by their nature limited
so it is hoped that POW will be able to meet most of
the costs. It has a high profile and has already attracted
a lot of support, including financial support. What is
proposed for Dunsfold Park would have a major and
adverse effect on already congested roads such as the
A281 and would lead to rat-running on narrow country
lanes, including those that come through Hambledon
on the way to stations, schools and shopping centres.
There is a lot at stake as the Secretary of State’s
decision will be final. Support for POW will do a lot
to ensure that local voices are well and truly heard at
the Inquiry so if you would like to help please get in
touch with POW at info@powcampaign.org.
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Russian History
How many English villages can claim a first-hand connection to Russia? Well, Hambledon can, as
Peter Cross explained to a packed house at the Heritage Society’s AGM held in the Village Hall on
22 March. There was a bit of official business too, as Paul Vacher, the Society’s Secretary, reports.

J

ulie Steele opened the meeting with a report on the
past year’s events and a reminder that one of the
prime purposes of the Society was to maintain and
preserve the village albums which record events in

An attentive audience

Hambledon going back for more than 100 years,. She
encouraged all present to donate items and photographs relating to any village event: what may seem
mundane to-day could be tomorrow’s treasure trove.
Elizabeth Waring keeps the albums up to date and they
are always available to borrow. They are now being

digitised and the original one, the Village Scrapbook
that was created in 1952, will soon be available to
view on the Hambledon Heritage Society’s pages on
the village website.
Julie then reported that she was stepping down as
Chair of the Society (but would remain a committee
member) and that Geoff Jones was resigning as
Treasurer. Ross Kilsby and Tim Cross were elected
Chair and Treasurer of the Society respectively; the
rest of the committee remains unchanged.
The official business was followed by Peter
Cross’s talk on Hambledon – its links with Tsarist
Russia. It was a fascinating account, well supported
by photographs (see pages 18-19 for a synopsis).
The evening
concluded with
refreshments, a
raffle and time
for participants
to look at the
complete range of
albums that were
on display.
“And the winner
is ...” – Peter,
Julie and Ross
drawing the raffle

All change!
It’s looking as though Julie and Colin have struck lucky so, in
thanking them for having run such a vibrant business during
their time at the Merry Harriers let’s also wish them well as they
move on to pastures new.

W

don’t think we’ll be giving away too much
by saying that a very well-known local
businessman, who owns several pubs and
many hotels, is in the process of buying the Harriers.
We are delighted because he has both the vision and
finance to move it onto the next level. Many of the
staff have met him and, as Danielle and Sam have been
running it for us and will continue to do so, there will
be little discernible change for some time.
So …………….
Don’t forget the Jazz Jam at 3pm on 14 May.
This is becoming a really big event and was just
splendid last month, with a garden full of people
basking in unusually warm April sunshine.

Remember that on May Day we are open for
breakfast and beer at 7am with lots of Morris May Day
frolics. That week-end is likely (but not certain) to be
our last, so do pop in to say good-bye.
Keep supporting your local. Keep coming! We
are currently employing six young people from the
village, two from Elstead and two from Witley. A
fifth of pubs - or 11,443 - closed between April 2010
and the end of 2016. That’s four per day. There is
now the lowest ever number of pubs in England and
Wales: 43,231 – about one per every 1,500 people.
Meanwhile, we’re busy house-hunting in the
Petersfield area and pondering what to do next…..
Cheerio!
Julie and Colin
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Moscow’s Universal Provider
In 1852 Andrew Muir sailed for St Petersburg to join his brother-in-law in
setting up a partnership that was to become a household name in Russia:
Muir & Mirrielees. The Muir family story and their connection with
Hambledon is told in Harvey Pitcher’s book “Muir and Mirrielees”, as Peter
Cross revealed in his talk to the Hambledon Heritage Society on 22 March.

A

ndrew Muir was born in 1817 in Greenock,
Scotland. After several mercantile adventures
in London, Canada and the USA, at the age of
35 he went to Russia to join the wholesale business
run by his brother-in-law, Archibald Mirrielees.
In 1861 Andrew married Alice Philip, a widow
and fellow Scot. Her first husband, William Philip,
had been a missionary in the Eastern Cape but he
drowned in 1845 and his widow returned to Scotland
with her three young sons, the youngest of whom,
Walter, was to play an important role in the M&M
story.
Settling in St Petersberg, Andrew and Alice lost
no time in raising a family. Five children, including
twins, were born in less than five
years, the last when Alice was 45.
Once Andrew became senior
partner in 1857 the firm, now
known as Muir and Mirrielees
(M&M’s for short), became even
better established – and highly
profitable. It began trading in
Moscow, now surpassing
St
Petersberg as a distribution centre;
and by 1885 the partners had
purchased a three-storey building, Alice and Andrew
with Meta, 1863
directly opposite the Bolshoi
Theatre.
M&M’s was now a household name,
describing itself as “Russia’s first and largest universal
stores”. It provided everything that anyone might
possibly require - from clothing to furnishing and
decorating the home and including a service for
despatching goods of every description to the furthermost corners of the Russian Empire.
And then - Fire! The first was in 1892 and the
second in 1900. This was the great fire whose brilliant
red glow lit up the
city for miles
around and crowds
flocked from the
suburbs to enjoy
the spectacle. An
eye witness was
Alexander Pasternak, the younger
brother of Boris,
M&M’s just before the great fire
who never forgot
the impression made upon him as a seven year-old boy
by the speed and skill of the fire brigade’s turn out:
“They were a terrific sight - driving full tilt down the
middle of a street suddenly drained of traffic and
noise, the carters and drays crammed out of the way
against the pavement. This headlong gallop was an
undisputed privilege unique to the fire brigade: the
cobbles sprayed sheaves of sparks and the clatter

seemed to set the buildings swaying! (Imagine them
going down Guildford High Street with those metal
wheels on the cobbles!). The third fire was in 1914 but
fortunately it didn’t do too much damage.
In 1874, after more than 20 years in Russia,
Andrew moved his family back to London. He felt
that he was leaving the firm in good hands. Walter
Philip, his step son, had gone out there in 1867 and,
with the two sons of Archibald Mirrielees (who had
returned to England in 1857), was quite capable of
running the whole concern. But Andrew continued to
direct the overall policy of M&M’s as a partner with a
financial interest; and he continued to pay frequent
visits to Russia. He also intended that his two sons,
Kenneth and Martin, would soon take their places in
the family business.
The Muirs moved into 42 Holland Park as its first
owners and Andrew embarked on various new
ventures. He started the London Portland Cement
Company; he purchased orange
groves in Florida; he invested
heavily in South African mines;
and he began collecting pictures.
Alice’s activities were centred on
the house and her children. The
boys were sent to Uppingham:
from there Martin went up to
Cambridge where he read law and
was called to the bar in 1889.
Kenneth was sent to Oxford but
left after a year. Both then went
out to Russia to begin their
Andrew in old age
careers with M&M’s.
Meta, Eva and Molly were enrolled at the newlyopened Notting Hill and Bayswater High School. One
great friend was Nellie Sickert, younger sister of
Walter Sickert the painter. She and Meta went up to
Girton Colleg, Cambridge together - quite a thing for
girls to do in those days.
West London was home to a large number of
artists including Oswald Sickert, a naturalised Dane
and Nellie’s and Walter’s father. Frederic Leighton
was a near neighbour, as was that other Victorian
heavyweight G F Watts. May and Jenny , William
Morris’ daughters, were both at Notting Hill School,
together with Edward Burne-Jones’ daughter Margaret.
She and her elder brother Philip became close friends
of the Muir trio and for many years there was much
coming and going between the Burne-Jones home, The
Grange at Fulham, and 42 Holland Park.
Ever since 1868, when Tennyson started to build
his home on the top of Blackdown, this wooded, hilly
and very rural corner of Surrey had attracted writers
and painters. It was also to be the final setting in the
story of the Muirs. Andrew first took a lease on a
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house in Hambledon called Furze Hill, known to the
younger generation of Muirs as ‘Fuzz’ and recognised
to-day as Beech Hill. At ‘Fuzz’ Andrew received,
amongst others, Oscar Wilde and Graham Robertson, a
young painter who was a friend of the Burne-Jones
family and who lived at Sandhills in a cottage bought
from William and Helen Allingham.
In 1891 Andrew started to build a new house on
a steep slope behind ‘Fuzz’ commanding a fine view.
By this time Meta was married and living in America
with her husband,
Stuart Hogg, a young
Englishman whom
she had met with her
father on a crossing
to New York in 1886
and who had a cattle
ranch in Kansas. As
her father wrote to
her, the excavations ‘View of Hambledon’ by Philip
aroused
enormous Burne-Jones (still recognisable
interest: “Bent old
if you know Beech Hill)
men from the Hambledon Almshouses repaired to the site as if to their
club and looked on for hours at a time”. The house
was designed by Robert Macdonald, son of George
Macdonald, the Scottish novelist; and, in partnership
with Herbert Read, Macdonald went on to design
many distinctive buildings in West Surrey and elsewhere including Lynton Town Hall and Stanfords, the
map emporium in Long Acre.
Building the new house, Bryony Hill (Bryony for
short), cost Andrew £4,500. Each room had its own
William Morris wallpaper: after going through the
pattern books Molly finally chose ‘Lily’ and Eva
‘Daisy’. It can’t have been easy – as we discovered
when it came to our turn 100 years later (I chose
‘Pomegranate’; Kim chose ‘Rose Briar’). Andrew was
more excited by the thought of hot baths at short
notice and by his new greenhouse.
When Meta was expecting her first child she and
Stuart returned from America. There were frequent
visitors to the new house. Eva posed for Edward
Burne-Jones in the 1890 and Forbes-Robertson, said to
be the finest Shakespearean actor of the Victorian era,
was photographed on the staircase. The sweeping
staircase, together with the large entrance hall and
gallery, hint at the palatial grandeur of St Petersberg
residences and there are other aspects of the layout,
such as interconnecting bedrooms, that are unusual for
an English house
As well as enjoying his new greenhouse, Andrew
became a regular church goer, though complaining
that there was only ‘an old fossil in the pulpit and the
singing was the most discordant he had ever heard’.
He had retired from M&M’s by now and his two sons
were out in Russia serving their apprenticeships – but
then came the bombshell. Martin and Kenneth were
sacked by their step-brother Walter who claimed they
were incompetent and not fit to run a business. Andrew disputed this and a law suit ensued that went on
for six years at great expense. At the same time he
parted with huge sums of money to enable his sons to
set up Muir Bros. & Co, a chemical works just outside
Moscow. Finally, aged 81, he became so anxious that
he decided to go out to Moscow to see for himself
what was going on. This courageous visit seems to
have been successful and he came home satisfied.

However, the law suit ran on, with a protracted series
of appeals to ever higher legal authorities until, on the
1 March 1899, a telegram arrived from Moscow.
“Glorious Victory”, it ran: “Decree of the Senate
annulled”. It seems that Andrew had made a final
appeal to Tsar Nicholas himself, who must have been
swayed by the emotional appeal of a father striving so
persistently to vindicate his sons’ honour.
But his triumph was short-lived; on 11 June
Andrew Muir died at Bryony. By then the family were
no longer wealthy and both the London house and
Bryony had to be sold. An audit of the Muir Bros. &
Co. accounts revealed mismanagement by Martin and
Kenneth on a serious scale.
Andrew’s capital,
amounting to some £50,000 (the equivalent of tens of
millions to-day) had completely vanished. It was a sad
postscript to the career of the man who had returned in
such triumph from Moscow but who, for the last six
years of his life, was completely alienated from the
business that owed its success to his inspiration.
So what is his legacy? For us it’s his house and
we’ve become humble custodians of its illustrious
history. Andrew and Alice are still in the village in a
sense, at rest in the churchyard, pointing east towards
Russia and watching over events.
M&M’s continued to flourish under the leadership of Walter Philip. The great fire that had
destroyed the old building in 1900 proved to have been
a good thing as a new building could be customdesigned. No expense
was spared on architect
Roman Klein’s striking
new modern gothic
design which was the
first building in Russia
to be constructed of
concrete. This method
allowed you to have big
windows – important
for a department store
and a novel feature for
Russia. There were
also other innovations,
mainly aimed at ladies:
a cosmetic department,
ladies’ lavatories and a
restaurant for those
who might be tempted Cover of the Russian edition
of Harvey Pitcher’s book
by dainty teas. And
showing M&M’s in 1909
then there were the lifts
– another first for
Moscow. No other feature of the new building
provoked such excitement: everyone wanted to go for
a ride!
Up to World War I the store made huge profits
but it all came to a catastrophic end at the onset of the
Russian revolution in 1917. Walter Philip stubbornly
stayed on until everything was lost and he died in a
Russian nursing home in 1919. Under the Bolsheviks
M&M’s was nationalised and renamed the Central
Universal Stores; but it’s now been privatised and it
was there that, in 2010, Victoria Beckham promoted
her new fashion label to the Russians.
By 1903 the Muir family had left Hambledon
but in 1999 I was put in touch with John, Andrew’s
great-grandson, and his wife Patience. Their help,
together with Harvey Pitcher’s book, has enabled me
to put this history together.
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A new season gets underway
Not quite the start that everyone was hoping for – a win’s always better.
But there are plenty more fixtures to come for both the Friendly side
and the 1st XI, as Vice-Chairman Arthur Blackman reports.

T

he first Friendly match was played on Sunday
16 April, at home against Grayswood. It was a
40/40 affair and the result was a win for the
visitors with 262, as against 128 for Hambledon.
By the time you are all reading this, the Friendly
side will have had another outing and there will have

been two League matches. Here’s hoping for some
good opening results. Colts’ coaching sessions will
also have started – so there will be plenty to report in
the June magazine.
The seniors’ fixtures for the next few week-ends
are as follows:

Month

Date

1st.XI LeagueFriendly.XI

Opposition

May

Sat.6

Friendly XI

Sun. 7

June

Home/Away

Time

Dads Vs Lads

H

2.00

Friendly XI

Smiths XI

H

2.00

Sun. 14

1st.XI League

Abinger

H

1.30

Sun. 14

Friendly XI

Bramley

A

2.00

Sat.20

Friendly XI

Witley PTA

H

2.00

Sun. 21

1st. XI League

Loxwood

H

1.30

Sat. 27

Friendly XI

Lynchmere

A

2.00

Sun. 28

1st. XI League

Dorking

H

1.30

Sat. 3

Friendly XI

Ebernoe

H

2.00

Sun. 4

1st. XI League

Dorking

A

1.30

Fly tipping at the lime kiln

T

he National Trust recently had an instance of fly
tipping close to the lime kiln adjacent to St
Peter’s Church. Although this hasn’t been a
prevalent problem in the area previously, all waste fly
tipped on National Trust land has to be removed and
disposed of at its own expense. This means spending
money which the Trust would much rather use towards
the maintenance and conservation of its other land and
properties (which, in Hambledon, include Hydon’s
Ball, Oakhurst Cottage and several other properties
and pieces of land owned by the Trust.
To try and prevent fly tipping the Trust works closely with local authorities – in this case, Waverley – and as
a result has been able to secure several prosecutions. But it also relies on vigilance amongst local residents and
visitors, including the many walkers who use the car park up at the Church. If anyone does see anything amiss,
please notify either the National Trust or Waverley – or both – so that we can help the Trust to continue doing its
best to contribute to the up-keep of our village.
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A notnot-soso-grand finale
The silverware came home – but it wasn’t the cup that everyone had
hoped for. Matt Kiley reports on a disappointing end to the 2016-17
season but, on a positive note, there’s lots to build on for the next one.

H

at the keeper’s legs. Woking had a late goal ruled out
ambledon finished a disappointing 5th in the
for offside and a draw was a fair result.
league after a poor finish to the season saw
The Reserves warmed up for their cup final with
them slip out of the promotion places.
a 1-1 draw against Knaphill. They went a goal down
They lost their last game to one of their
in the first half after a long ball caught the defence out
promotion rivals, Worplesdon Phoenix, 3-2. After
but they kept pressing and had their goal when Seb
going in at the break 1-0 down, they fought back to a
Jefferies flicked in a Paul Bradbury free kick.
2-1 lead with goals from Rob Green and Jake Miller.
The Dons then faced the same opposition in the
But with 10 minutes left Worplesdon had other ideas,
Reserve Challenge Cup final, played at Westfield’s
scoring two late goals to give them the win and seal
ground in Woking, and were looking to win the cup
the last promotion place.
for a third year running in front of a bumper crowd.
It was tough on the Dons and summed up their
However they struggled to get into the game as
luck at the business end of the season. With a young
Knaphill started well and rushed Hambledon. The
and talented squad they will need to pick themselves
Dons survived a scare with Knaphill thinking the ball
up next year if they are to secure promotion to the
had crossed the line; but Scott Gifford was on hand
Premier division.
for a smart save.
Hambledon Reserves suffered a shock exit in the
It took Hambledon until the last 10 minutes of
Invitation Shield Quarter Final against lowly
the half to wake up and start to threaten the opposition.
Shottermill & Haslemere. With lady luck shining on
So, after a poor first half, the Dons found themselves
the visitors to Badger Park, the Dons just couldn’t
level. However Knaphill had the important first goal
score: the visiting keeper was in inspired form. In 90
with a dubious penalty
minutes they saw two shots
being given against Adam
cleared of the line, hit the
Appleton and the striker
woodwork four times and
made no mistake, smashing
watched the keeper make
into the top corner of the
numerous saves. And all
goal. The Dons pushed and
with
Shottermill
not
pushed with Connor Martin
managing a shot on goal.
introduced to add more
So came extra time
pace up front and they were
and, after a mix-up from a
indebted to Scott Gifford
routine free kick, Shotterfor keeping them in the
mill had a surprise goal.
game with some top saves.
The Dons kept pushing but
Hambledon had a decent
could not find a way past
penalty shout of their own
the keeper. Jonny Suarez
which wasn’t given, together
was taken out in the box to
The Reserve team at the Challenge Cup Final
with a free kick right on the
earn a penalty; Paul Wicks,
edge of the box. They had two very good chances to
despite having a 100% record from the spot, saw his
at least force extra time but Connor Martin was denied
effort hit the post; and the Dons knew it was not to be
by the keeper and blazed a shoot over the bar.
their day.
So, heartache for the Dons as they went down
However, they bounced back with a fine 5-3
1-0 in the Cup Final. But they have still had a very
victory over University at Badger Park. Paul Wicks
successful season, coming second in the league, a cup
helped himself to four goals and Ian Goodall got the
final and a quarter final. There are lots of good things
fifth to secure the points after the students had battled
to build on next season.
back from 4-1 down.
Hambledon A made sure that there would be
The Dons kept their good league form going with
some silverware coming back to Badger Park: they
a 7-0 demolition of neighbours Milford and Witley.
won the Tri Village Cup by beating Burpham 2-1 and
Connor Martin helped himself to a hat-trick, with Max
drawing 0-0 against Shalford. Plenty of promise for
Dodon grabbing two goals. Adam Appleton scored a
new Manager, Alex Mussell, to work on next season.
fine header and an own-goal completed the rout.
As another year comes to a close, Hambledon
Hambledon still had an outside chance of
continues to punch above its weight for a club of its
winning the league when they travelled to leaders
size. So, as well as a big thank you to all the volunWoking & Horsell. But two very evenly matched
teers who give up their time to make the Club what it
teams cancelled each other out on an extremely hot
is, the village would like to add its congratulations for
day and a difficult pitch. Hambledon had a good
a lot of effort and a lot of entertaining football.
shout for a penalty when Paul Wicks was barged over
Come on You Dons.
in the box and Joe Dudgeon hit the loose ball straight
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Plans, jump starts & glue
Ross catches up with the planning applications – though not
with the planning department. But he finds solace in a vintage
car (it sounds as though he’d just love to get behind its wheel).
And, talking of behinds … you’ll just have to read on.

Y

et another planning application has dropped
through the door, from Elizabeth Sims, head
of Planning at Waverley. 1,800 dwellings
(nice old word, “dwellings” – sounds quaint and oldieworldie, much better than houses) on Dunsfold
aerodrome, of course.
Then I noticed that, although the address was
correct, the name wasn’t so I phoned the person named
at the top of the letter – four times, the last time
hanging on for four minutes. I shall write a note on
the application and return it to The Burys so, if you
bump into someone from the planning department you
might mention that it’s quite a good idea to (a) answer
your phone or (b) buy an answering machine.
I’m delighted to report that the Hambledon
Heritage Society’s do last month went very well, with
a good turn-out and an excellent talk by Peter Cross.
And, of course, Derek Miller winning the star prize in
the raffle!
This month’s Past Times picture is of a 1968
Volvo that I’m sure many of you have spotted over the
last 20-odd years, parked on the right hand side of the
A283 on the hill going up to Northchapel. I had been
meaning to take its picture for years and years and in
June 2010 there was a traffic jam so I whipped out of
the car and
took a snap.
Then the car
vanished, early
last year –
something to
do with the
farm behind. I
bet that, if you
put some petrol
in it and gave it
a jump start, it
would run.
Do you
remember the Tolworth roundabout on the A3 as ‘The
Tolworth roundabout’? I was talking to an old friend
(yes, I do have one or two) the other day and I called it
’The Toby Jug’. I think it was named after a pub
which I guess is long gone. Any memories?

And now, this month’s ditty: The toilet seat.
My wife Julie had been after me for several
weeks to paint the seat on our toilet.
Finally I got around to doing it while Julie was
out.
After finishing I left to take care of another
matter before she returned.
She came in and undressed to take a shower.
Before getting into the shower she sat on the toilet.
As she tried to stand up she realised that the notquite-dry epoxy paint had glued her to the toilet seat.
About that time I got home and realised her
predicament.
We both pushed and pulled without any success
whatsoever. Finally, in desperation, I undid the toilet
seat bolts.
Julie wrapped a sheet around herself and I drove
her to the hospital emergency room.
The ER doctor got her into a position where he
could study how to free her (try to get a mental picture
of this).
Julie tried to lighten the embarrassment of it all
by saying “Well, Doctor, I’ll bet you’ve never seen
anything like this before”.
The Doctor replied “Actually, I’ve seen lots of
them … I just never saw one mounted and framed”.
PS: See you at the top of Hydon Ball at dawn on
1 May.
PPS: Public hearing on the Coleman’s Copse
footpath, by our brickworks: Chichester Hall, Witley,
10am, 3 May. Turn up!
STOP PRESS
As some of you will already know, Jan has been
involved in a serious road accident and is in
hospital. The day before the magazine went to
press (23 April) we heard from Ross that she was
out of intensive care – and that at least is good
news. But there is still a long way to go.
Ross and Jan will be very much in our thoughts
during the coming days and weeks and we all send
them our love and best wishes.

The quick way to get rid of mice
Three churches in town were over-run with mice. The minister of the first church trapped them,
thereby starting a bitter row among his congregation about showing compassion towards God’s
creation.
The minister of the second church humanely trapped the mice and then set them free outside.
Three days later the mice were back.
The minister of the third church humanely trapped the mice and then carefully baptised them.
They haven’t been seen since.
Hambledon Parish Magazine, May 2017, Page 24

Out of the Whirlwind
GOD
This month the Rev. Michael Burgess selects Job as his outstanding
person in great stories of the Bible. This intaglio engraving by
William Blake depicts the Lord answering Job out of the whirlwind.

T

he patience of Job, Job’s comforters, even
Job’s post – these phrases and images show the
great influence Job has had through the ages.
When we meet him in the Old Testament, he is an
upright, blameless man who is afflicted by suffering.
He loses his property, his children and even his health;
but never his faith. ‘The Lord gave and the Lord has
taken away,’ he says. ‘Blessed be the name of the
Lord’. When friends call, they tell Job that all that has
happened is a punishment for sin or a call to repent or
a way of teaching virtues.
But Job rejects their
counsel: he demands answers from God to explain
why all this has occurred in his life.

Out of the whirlwind, God answers Job. It is the
theme of this month’s art – a strange, visionary work
of the poet and painter, William Blake, who died in
1827. We know him through the hymn Jerusalem.
Blake looked at the sun in the sky and the trees in the
wood and saw there hints and glimpses of eternity;
and those insights inspired all he wrote and painted.
He began his illustrations of the Book of Job in
the 1780s, although this work was only completed
forty years later. We see how the revelation of God’s
presence humbles Job. The power and majesty of
God swirl and spin around the scene, and even bend
low the tree underneath. But the trunk is not broken,
just as Job in his adversity never loses faith.
Job is vindicated: there is a God who cares and
who responds to human suffering. Job may not understand how the stars above were made or how the horse
runs in the meadow. Nevertheless, through meeting
God Job’s life is given meaning and value, his fortunes
are restored and he dies old and full of days.
William Blake (1757–1827) was a man of
ferocious intellect and vigorous imagination.
The
Bible had an early, profound influence on him and it
remained a lifetime source of inspiration, colouring his
life and works with an intense spirituality.

IN THE

ARTS

Blake started to experience visions in childhood
and this tendency also had a lasting effect on the art
and writings that he produced.
In 1779, at the end of a seven-year apprenticeship, he became a journeyman copy engraver, working
on projects for book and print publishers. He was also
admitted to the Royal Academy of Art’s School of
Design where he began exhibiting his own works in
1780. His artistic energies branched out at this point
and he privately published his Poetical Sketches, a
collection of poems that he had written over the
previous 14 years.
He married Catherine Boucher in 1782. She was
illiterate so he taught her to read and draw – and also
to colour his designs and prints. He helped her to
experience visions; and she believed explicitly in
these and in her husband’s genius, supporting him in
everything he did up to his death 45 years later.
Although an established engraver, Blake soon
began receiving commissions for watercolours and
started painting scenes from the works of Milton,
Dante, Shakespeare and the Bible.
His 22 plates for the book of Job, which he
started engraving in 1823, are rich in biblical imagery
and symbolism.
Blake does not just illustrate the
biblical text: in his hands Job becomes an Everyman
undergoing a Last Judgment, a graphic example of the
spiritual journey a man’s soul must take from prideful
ignorance and false religion, enduring trials and the
terrifying visions of a devil-god, to enlightened divine
humanity, blessed and free.
Blake saw himself as a poet-prophet in the mould
of Ezekiel, Isaiah, and Jeremiah. His writings and
illustrations intend to provoke spiritual revelations in
the imaginations of his readers. For Blake, imagination
is the universal incarnation of divinity in humanity.
He constructs a symbolic universe in which every
element of each plate offers a deep spiritual meaning.
Even the background landscapes correlate with the
state of Job’s soul. For example, in this plate the
images framed by billowing clouds tell us that this
vision is taking place in Job’s imagination.
Blake was fascinated by Job’s trials and returned
to the story again and again. Not satisfied with the
common understanding that the narrative presented an
arrangement between God and Satan to test Job’s
status as a man of faith or that it provided an answer to
the difficult question of why bad things happen to good
people, Blake saw Job as undergoing material and
spiritual suffering in order to begin his search for the
true God. As Blake understood it, the Last Judgement
is not fable or allegory but vision. His illustrations of
the Book of Job attempt to unveil something of the
soul’s journey into this vision
To-day William Blake’s visionary approach
inspires a vast array of artists and writers.
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In Denbies countryside
On 11 April the Ramblers once again ventured further afield – this
time into one of the most beautiful parts of the Surrey Hills.
The perfect weather helped to make a perfect walk even better.

A

nother lovely day – we have been so lucky
recently. Twelve of us and one dog met at the
car park at Polesden Lacey and headed southeast. We quickly
found unusual
bridges taking
small lanes over
old
drover’s
tracks. We then
traversed
a
lovely open field
and followed a
lane to Crabtree Cottage where we had a coffee break
in a field beyond. At this point we had a glorious view
of Box Hill.
Further on
we
passed
a
ruined chapel and
then met up with
the North Downs
Way. Following
this we walked
around the back of
Denbies vineyard
and through their
private
estate.

This led to an old school house and the church of St
Barnabus Ranmore.
We then arrived at an area I knew well, the top of
Denbies hillside. This is renowned for its butterflies –
Adonis and Chalkhill Blues and Silver spotted
skippers,
somewhat later in the
season. To-day we
saw
our
first
Speckled
Wood
and there were
many Orange Tips
on view.
We
then
made our way back
through the lovely
bluebelll wood of
Ranmore Common and finished up with a National
Trust lunch at Polesden Lacey. We had covered about
seven miles in total.
Thanks to the three Graces for researching and
organising this walk.
Next walk: Tuesday 9 May
Meet at the Village Hall at 9 am
Further details from Derek Miller, 01428 684362

The thefts continue
We reported last month on thefts, actual and attempted, in Hambledon.
Unfortunately there appears to be no let-up, so – be warned: property
remains at risk and we all need to be vigilant.

T

he police continue to receive reports of plant
and machinery thefts, usually of hire machines
left either on rural building sites or unattended
at the roadside. Diggers and attachments, tractors and
even a dumper truck have all been targeted and the
thefts nearly always occur overnight.
In recent weeks there have been reports of gates
being stolen, again mainly from rural properties. Field
and garden gates, ornamental driveway gates and, in
one instance, a set of large electric wooden gates
valued at £15,000 have been removed – and in one
case a single property was hit twice.
The most recent thefts in Hambledon occurred
on Easter Monday. Early in the morning thieves
jemmied the lock on one of Mary Caroe’s sheds at
Vann and made off with all her tools. It seems that
they continued down the road as a lawn mower was

stolen from a shed further down Vann Lane (the
family were away for the Easter week-end). Shed and
garage thefts have also occurred a-plenty in
Chiddingfold.
There has been a spate of vehicle break-ins,
mainly in Godalming and Farnham. Windows have
been smashed and money and property stolen. So do
remember always to lock your car, even if you’re just
away for 5-10 minutes, and try not to leave tempting
items lying on the seats . This is particular important
in the parking areas at Surrey’s many beauty spots.
Thieves have been visiting during the day, smashing
windows to gain entry to the vehicles as well as
damaging locks and door. Various items such as
handbags, laptops, Ipods, cash and watches have been
taken. Witley Common has been targeted, as have the
parking areas at The Hurtwood, Pitch Hill and Tilford.
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Longer days: more time to garden
“The love of gardening is a seed once sown that never dies, but grows to the enduring
happiness that the love of gardening gives.” – Gertrude Jekyll
As quoted in Dig, Plant, and Grow! (2009) by Louise Spilsbury

S

o much of April has been dry that my tulips in
pots have already gone over. I have also been
watering. But now, with May starting, we
should hopefully get more rain.
There’s lots to do, what with planting out,
tidying and dead-heading plants and dividing bulbs.
Water anything that is newly planted for the first few
months, especially in periods of dry weather; give
them a good soak once a week. Ideally get rid of
weeds by hoeing once a week too, to stop them before
they get any bigger than seedlings; but try at least to
take them out before they set seed. Look out for
aphids: they multiply at great speed in the warmer
weather. Squash as many as you can or spray with
soapy water or a suitable insecticide.
Perennials, annuals, bulbs. As spring bedding, such
as wallflowers, goes past its best, lift the plants and put
them on the compost heap and add some fertiliser to
the empty ground when making space for the later
summer bedding.
Hardy annuals such as poppies, lavatera,
cornflower and echium can be sown outside now. If
the weather is still too cold they will be slow to
germinate but they should still give a good show in
late summer, if not before. Half hardy annuals can be
planted out in the second half of the month if there is
no sign of frost; otherwise wait until early June.
Always harden off tender plants first by putting them
in a cold frame. Plant out dahlias and cannas later in
the month after all danger of frost has past.
Deadhead Spanish bluebells before they set seed
as they interbreed with native ones. This is especially
important near woodland where native bluebells may
be growing. If you want to get rid of Spanish bluebells dig them up as they are resistant to weed killer.
One of the more common reasons for daffodils
failing to flower (going blind) is because the bulbs
have become congested. Dividing congested clumps
can help: dig up and replant the bulbs singly so that
they are 5-7cm apart in holes that are two to three
times the height of the bulbs’ depth (shallow planting
can also lead to failure to flower). Add Growmore to
give the daffodils a boost as they are hungry feeders
(starvation can be yet another reason for bloom
failure). Remove fading old flowers or they may
waste energy creating seeds; leave the foliage to die
back naturally; and cut it back once it has turned
yellow.
Trees and shrubs. If eucalyptus has become a
towering giant cut back all the stems in late spring to
near the base of the plant or a point higher up to give
extra height. Trim back evergreen hedges to create a
crisp outline – but check first that there are no active
birds’ nests. Wall-trained pyracantha can be pruned

The Garden

in May

by shortening new growth to 3in/8cm: this will
encourage more flowers.
Spring flowering shrubs like spiraea, ribes and
kerria can be pruned after flowering by cutting back
flowered stems to lower young growth. Remove a
third of the older stems at the base. Spring flowering
clematis, like montana, does not need pruning but can
be trimmed back after flowering if needed. If it has
got out of control, use a hedge trimmer and cut it back
close to its support. If this is done straight away after
flowering it should bloom again next spring.
Veg and Fruit. Thin out veg seedlings as they
germinate. This is best done before the seedlings get
too big. Throw away carrot seedlings as carrot fly is
attracted to their scent. Keep planting out veg that has
been raised in the greenhouse to enable it to establish
quickly – but always check the forecast and the soil
temperature first as colder weather, even in May, can
severely check the growth of newly planted veg.
Veg to sow indoors: beans, courgette, sweetcorn,
sprouting broccoli, autumn and winter cabbages,
cauliflower and kale. Veg to sow direct in open
ground: lettuces in succession, radish, spring onions,
peas, carrots, parsnips, beetroot, swedes and turnip.
Veg to plant out: brussels sprouts, summer cabbage,
cauliflower, leeks and shallots (early in the month).
Once there is no risk of frost plant outdoor
tomatoes, self-blanching celery, courgettes, sweetcorn
and squash. Earth up potatoes as the foliage emerges
from the ground and cover up with soil to protect from
frost and to encourage more tubers underground.
Put straw around strawberry plants when the first
flowers begin to open. Later on this will hold the fruit
off the ground, keep it clean and protect it from slugs.
Straw can be bought from any pet shop. Feed
strawberry plants with tomato fertiliser every week or
two.
Hang pheromone traps in apple, pear and plum
trees to reduce codling moth caterpillars entering and
damaging the fruits. Do the same with raspberries,
both summer and autumn fruiting, by hanging the traps
up six weeks before flowering. It may be a bit late for
the summer ones, but it will be in good time for the
autumn fruiters.
Pond. Waterlilies like growing in a sunny spot. Try
to avoid anywhere adjacent to moving water, such as
near the fountain or pump, as this can kill them. Plant
them in a mesh basket with aquatic soil and then
mulch with gravel. Put them on bricks at first so there
is only 6in/15cm of water over the plant; then
gradually lower them over the next few weeks until
the plant is at its recommended planting depth. If
established waterlilies are not flowering well, it may
be time to divide them.
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This series of thought-provoking installations in and
around the Church was open for all of Holy Week, a
lovely thought provoking activity for the whole family,
(thanks to Rog Matthews who spearheaded this for years)

The donkey’s colt welcomes us to the Road to Easter

Jesus’s head with the
crown of thorns
We begin the
journey as Jesus
enters Jerusalem
on Palm Sunday

The night
before he died
Jesus has
supper with his
friends.

Jesus prays for the
strength to do God’s
will in the Garden of
Gethsemane...

...before he is arrested
and taken to face trial
before Pontius Pilate,
who hands him over to
be crucified
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Jesus’s friend Peter denies knowing him
three times before the cock crows.

Jesus stumbles beneath the weight
of the cross on the way to Calvary.

Jesus is crucified between
two criminals, yet still
pleads “Father forgive
them; they don’t know
what they’re doing.”

On Easter Day, the stone is rolled away, the
tomb is empty. Jesus is risen!
The signatures and comments of just some of our
visitors who enjoyed the Road to Easter this year.

We also had an inspiring art installation
by local artist Steve Kinder

...
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1967 and all that
Enoch Powell dubbed Britain “The Sick Man of Europe”: was this why Charles de
Gaulle vetoed our entry to the EEC – for the second time? Wimbledon tennis was
televised in colour – for the first time. But what do the Parish Magazines have to
say about what was going on in Hambledon – all of the time?

T

here was plenty of entertainment during the
winter months. The January film programme,
organised by the Church Fellowship in the
Village Hall, was entitled European Journey through
which the audience was privileged to visit several
countries that included Holland, Austria and Italy –
and ALL IN COLOUR! They travelled through the
Dutch bulb fields and along the canals of Amsterdam;
saw views of the Alps taken from a cable car; and were
treated to scenes in Venice filmed from a gondala.
As a token of appreciation of the very kind help
given to the Fellowship each month by Mrs Hammond
and Mrs Jeffery, boxes of chocolates were presented to
them at the meeting by Mrs Elton [the Rector’s wife].
The February programme, presented by the
Guildford Camera Club, featured colour films with
tape-recorded commentaries: English Holidays, Into
Oblivion, First Impressions and Autumn Leaves. To
quote from the Surrey Advertiser: “They were beautifully produced and had a freshness and spontaneity
which is absent from the slick commercial productions.
The commentaries were informative and amusing and
the sound effects intriguing.” [Unfortunately there is
no mention of the contents of Into Oblivion!]
The final event of the 1966-67 season, on 9
March, was a World-Wide Films production: The
Heart is a Rebel. This “probes deeply into the
complexities and frustrations of life in the harsh day to
day world of business in a big city. The warmly
human but fast-moving story tells the first century
Gospel message in a setting that is as modern as today’s jet planes and traffic jams …”.
There were monthly embroidery classes at
Tigbourne Court [then the home of Cecil Chapman,
who was both Churchwarden and Treasurer, and his
wife] when ladies – and some men – were hard at work
making covers for the church kneelers. Around 80 had
already been finished but another 40 were required.
[The work was eventually completed in 1972.]
Another addition to the church in 1967 was a
beautiful Bible, bound in red leather and with an
inscribed cover. This was dedicated at the Harvest
Festival service on 1 October to the memory of Eric
Parker of Feathercombe and the dedication was
immediately followed by the reading of the first
Lesson by Eric Parker’s son, the late Hampden Parker.
At the annual PCC meeting held on 13.March it
was reported that the total income for the preceding
year had been £3,000 – which was felt to be good for a
Parish of 825 residents, of whom 150 were at the
Hambledon Homes. Nearly half the total was donated
to home and foreign missions and other charities.
One facility which is now long gone was the
church coach. This left the Hydestile Crossroads at
6pm every Sunday evening , via a pick-up at Lane End
at 6.10, and provided a means of attendance at the

evening service for those who would otherwise have
found it impossible to come.
A flavour of how Hambledon appeared in 1967
appears in an extract from a letter sent to Mrs Ellinson
[the Ellinson family then lived at Pound House] by her
(American) sister-in-law. “This was my first English
Christmas and it was a most delightful experience. I
am impressed with the beauty of the countryside; the
stability and strength and sturdy beauty of the red
homes; the tranquil and reverend feeling that the dear
little Church imparts to even a stranger; and the
wonderful warmth and sincerity and thoughtfulness of
the people of the village. I feel so strongly that this is a
village where the fine old principles we were taught as
children do actually exist and that goodness thrives and
flourishes because all work to that end …”.
Some 70 villagers went on the annual coach
outing which in 1967 was to Penshurst Place. They
went via Tunbridge Wells where there was time for
lunch and to explore an historic and interesting town,
set amid spacious commons. However, subsequent
heavy rain, which terminated on arrival at Penshurst
Place in a severe thunder storm, put paid to a tour of
the gardens and the visit was restricted to the house
itself with its original Great Hall.
The village school was in the news. Mrs Peer,
who had been head teacher for 19 years, retired at the
end of the summer term, having educated and otherwise cared for several hundred Hambledon children.
There were many who looked back with gratitude to
the early training and teaching they were privileged to
have had as pupils at the school.
The older school children went on a study tour of
Guildford. This included the Castle, when a lot of fun
was had climbing the dark spiral stairs; and they then
went on to the Cathedral where an official guide took
over the party. At the conclusion of the visit: “If you
have any pocket money, there are postcards to buy”.
No response. Outside the door: a sudden appearance
of money and a concerted rush to the refreshment hut!
June saw publication of The History of St Peter’s
Church, Hambledon. “Copies of this excellent booklet,
price 2/- and written by Miss M R [Mary] Parker, are
in the Church. Buy extra copies to present to your
visitors and friends!”
The present Hambledon Almshouses celebrated
their sixtieth anniversary in 1967. The earlier ones had
become so dilapidated that in 1891 a committee had
been formed to see to the building of a replacement.
The site in Malthouse Lane was eventually bought; in
1906 a public meeting decided to start an Endowment
Fund and a Building Fund; and the new Almshouses
were built in 1907.
And finally, an insert in the December issue:
“Cleaner required for Hambledon Church, two or three
hours per week; modern equipment; good wage.”
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Puzzle Page
Crossword
ACROSS
2 Time you were born (4,2,5)
7 Cereal crop (3)
8 Davina ___, TV presenter (6)
9 Shoo! (5)
10 Revise text (4)
13 Sailing boat (5)
16 Travelled quickly (4)
19 On the ocean (2,3)
20 Any living creature (6)
21 __ Baba, panto character (3)
22 Turn out to be useful (4,2,5)

DOWN
1 Crucial time (6)
2 University qualification (6)
3 Childish word for stomach (5)
4 Sudden, quick bright light (5)
5 Lazy (4)
6 Cab (4)
11 Anxiety, alarm (6)
12 Desperately sad (6)
14 Extraterrestrial (5)
15 Bird’s sharp claw (5)
17 Horseback sport (4)

Word Search

Maze

The coronation of King
George VI and Queen
Elizabeth was at
Westminster Abbey 80
years ago this month,
on 12th May 1937. It
should have been Edward’s, but he abdicated. That occasion
marked the BBC’s first
official TV outdoor
broadcast. It was the
first coronation to be
filmed: the 40-strong
camera crew inside
the Abbey had to wear
evening dress. As in
the film The King’s
Speech, there was
concern about the King’s stutter, but he delivered his speech without a
problem. He later wrote to the Archbishop: “I felt I was being helped all
the time by Someone Else, as you said I would.”

Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate

Answers to all puzzles on page 35
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Useful Information and Telephone Numbers
GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES
Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses
Health Visitors

01428 682218
01428 685249
01428 685249

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG
Tel: Doctors

01483 415885

Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ
Tel: Doctors
Health Visitors & Community Nurses

01483 414461
01483 415564

Chiddingfold – Ridgeley Road, GU8 4QP
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses

01428 683174
01428 683735

HOSPITALS
Royal Surrey County Hospital
Milford Hospital
Haslemere Hospital

01483 571122
01483 782000
01483 783000

Equipment for short term use
Some items only required for a short time (usually three months) may be borrowed from the
British Red Cross Equipment Loan Centre, Wey Court (off Meadrow), Godalming GU7 3JE.
Opening hours: 10 am - 3 pm Monday, Tuesday and Friday.
Available equipment includes bed blocks, bed cradles, back rests, commodes, wheelchairs,
bed pans and urinals.
For further information please telephone 01482 429238.
POLICE
Police Community Support Officer:
e-mail:
Urgent calls:
Non-urgent and crime reporting

12010 Karen Phillips
waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
999
101

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS01483 427249
Area 1
Area 2
Area 3
Area 4
Area 5
Area 6
Area 7
Area 8

Mrs Sally Marks
Mr Arthur Blackman
Miss Jane Woolley
Mrs Caroline Pitt
Mr Alf Hammond
Mr John Tidmarsh
Mr Ion Campbell
Mr Bryon Ware

Hydestile
Church Lane
Woodlands Road
Malthouse Lane
Cricket Green
Lane End
Feathercombe Lane
Hambledon Park

UTILITIES
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours

01483 427249
01428 683871
01428 684213
01428 682940
01428 683625
01428 682067
01483 860264
01428 289132

0800 3169800
0845 2780845
0800 0727282
0800 111 999
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors

John Anderson
Mary Grove
Karen Jones
Mike Parry
Paul Pattinson
Stewart Payne
Philip Underwood

Clerk

Jane Woolley
Email

01428 682666
01483 415815
01428 681339
01428 682303
01428 682000
01483 425250
01428 682742
01428 684213
j.woolley881@btinternet.com

Surrey County Councillor Mrs Victoria Young
Waverley Borough Councillors
Nick Holder
Anna James
GENERAL
Borough Hall

0203 65015995

Cinema Borough Hall (Tickets & Information)

01483 523004

Library

01483 422743

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange deliveries

01428 682176

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office
(and see page 3 for more information)

01483 421267

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings

01428 683588

Train Information
Times and fares for all national services

0845 7484950

01428 682402
01428 682844
01483 523333

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without
transport, ring 01428 682959. If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390
VETERINARY SURGEONS
Milford Veterinary Surgery
37, New Road, Milford
Rivendell
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe
In an emergency, ring either number

01483 414747
01483 421833

Hambledon Village Shop & Post Office
Opening Times
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Shop
98:30am-5pm
– 5.00
98:30am-5pm
– 5.00
98:30am-5pm
– 5.00
8:30am-5pm
9 – 5.00
98:30am-5pm
– 5.00
8:30am-4pm
April-October 9 – 1.00
8:30am-4pm
April-October
9 – 12.00

Post Office
9.30 – 12.30 & 1:30pm-4:30pm
1.30 – 4.30
9:30am-12:30pm
9:30am-12:30pm
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
9:30am-12:30pm
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
9:30am-12:30pm
&
1:30pm-4:30pm
9.30 – 12.30
1.30 – 4.30
9:30am-12:30pm
9.30 – 12.30 & 1:30pm-4:30pm
1.30 – 4.30
9:30am-12:30pm
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
CLOSED
Closed
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Closed

or email her at

(NEW DETAILS – Please note):

call our Grants Manager, Kate Peters, 01483 478092, or email her at info@cfsurrey.org.uk

Church House, 30 Church Street, Godalming, Surrey GU7 1EP (NEW ADDRESS – Please note)
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Puzzle Solutions
Crossword

Word Search
Coronation
King
George
Queen
Elizabeth
Westminster
Abbey
Eighty
Edward
Abdicated
BBC
Outdoor
Broadcast

Filmed
Camera
Crew
Evening
Dress
Speech
Stutter
Delivered
Problem
Helped
Someone
Else

Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate
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