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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON
Rector

The Rev Simon Taylor

01483 421267
simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org

Associate Vicar

Position advertised

Assistant Vicar

The Rev David Jenkins
6 Quartermile Road
Godalming, GU7 1TG

01483 416084

Curate

The Rev David Preece
david.preece@bhcgodalming.org

01483 421267

Churchwarden

Mrs Elizabeth Cooke
Marepond Farm, Markwick Lane
Loxhill, Godalming, GU8 4BD

01483 208637

Churchwarden

Alan Harvey
35 Maplehatch Close
Godalming, GU7 1TQ

01483 423264

Assistant Churchwarden

David Chadwick, Little Beeches
14 Springhill, Elstead
Godalming, GU8 6EL

01252 702268

Pastoral Assistant

Mrs Jacqui Rook
1 Hambledon Park
Hambledon, GU8 4ER

01428 684390

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid

Andrew Dunn
The Cottage, Lane End
Hambledon, GU8 4HD

01428 482113

Sunday Services
Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,
which is shown on page 5
The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.
Details from Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office
Tel: 01483 421267
Alpha details and information from: Hambledon
and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact
Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office
Tel No: 01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm)
Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued,
contact the Church Wardens

Copy deadline for the
January magazine

The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays
The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of
Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr Irek Stadler, 01428 643877);
St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s,
Milford (Fr David Parmiter, 01483 416880)
TO SUBSCRIBE AND HAVE
THE MAGAZINE DELIVERED, £6 per year
PLEASE CONTACT: MARY PARKER
Telephone: 01428 682545

The deadline is Thurs 13 December
Please send your copy to
Jane Woolley
Cobblers, Woodlands Road
Hambledon GU8 4HL
01428 684213
email: j.woolley881@btinternet.com
Advertisers, please contact
Derek Miller, 2 Church Lane,
Hambledon, GU8 4DS
01428 684362
email: dercyn@btinternet.com
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Assistant Vicar’s Vista – December

Dear All

Have you ever seen an Angel?

H

ave you ever seen an Angel; perhaps you don’t believe in Angels? Well, the Bible does: there
are references to them over and over again. Take the Christmas story when they are mentioned
more than 5 times.
The first time is when the Angel Gabriel came to give the good news to Mary that she was going to
give birth to a son.
‘He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never
end.’ Luke chapter 1
Well that’s all right then. No. Mary was thought to be just thirteen years old, not married and a
virgin. What is more, the punishment for any out-of-marriage pregnancies was death by stoning! Can
you imagine the inner turmoil Mary went through and her reliance on the words of an Angel?
Are there really Angels, did she really see one, and what would her fiancé think? Again an Angel came
to the rescue, reassuring Joseph that the child was part of the Holy Spirit’s work of creation.
An Angel also spoke to an old priest Zechariah telling him that, against all the odds, his wife
Elizabeth would become pregnant too.
Then there were the wise men who had come from, well, we don’t know where, but they had come
a long way. Using a star to guide them they arrived just where the precious baby was born in a smelly
stable! Yet again danger was lurking around the corner and it was up to an Angel to warn the wise men
to avoid King Herod and go home another way.
Yes, the story of Jesus’s birth is littered with Angels, but the bit I enjoy the most is that bit where a
huge choir of Angels sing praises to God’s glory, not before kings or wise men or even the great and the
good but before humble shepherds out in the fields and under the stars.
So what are you going to put on the top of your Christmas tree this year? A fairy or a star or an
Angel? Do you know, I hope it is an Angel because I believe in Angels. I believe we all have a
guardian Angel – not to make life easy for us (after all, Mary’s life was not easy) but to guide and help
to direct us when we are perplexed.
What I want for this Christmas is a world that believes in Angels acting under the direction of God.
After all, that’s what Abba believes in.
Then we would have a Christmas focused on Jesus because that’s what the message of the Angels
was all about.

May I wish everyone reading this a truly happy
Christmas and one which leaves plenty of room for
that child called Jesus. The One the Angels told us about.
David Jenkins, Assistant Vicar
Hambledon and Busbridge

If you would like to join the Choir for 16 December, Carols by Candlelight at 6.30pm,
please contact Alan Harvey, 01483 423264, alan.harvey@bhcgodalming.org
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CHURCH CALENDAR
December 2018
2nd December
1st Sunday of Advent

no 9.00 am service

10.30 am
4.00 pm

Morning Worship
Special Advent Choral Evensong

_________________________________________________________

Thursday 6th December

9-9.30 am

Morning Prayer

_________________________________________________________

9th December
2nd Sunday of Advent

9.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)

Mission Sunday
Besom

_________________________________________________________

Thursday 13th December

9-9.30 am

Morning Prayer

_________________________________________________________

16th December
3rd Sunday of Advent

10.30 am
6.30 pm

Morning Worship & Children’s Groups
Carols by Candlelight

_________________________________________________________

Tuesday 18th December

7.30 pm

Pub Carols – The Merry Harriers

________________________________________________________

Thursday 20th December

9-9.30 am

Morning Prayer

_________________________________________________________

23rd December
4th Sunday of Advent
24th December
Christmas Eve

9.00 am

Morning Prayer Combined Service (BCP)

_________________________________________________________

3.00-3.45pm
11.00 pm

& 4.30-5.15pm Crib Services
Midnight Communion

_________________________________________________________

25th December
Christmas Day

10.30 am

Family Celebration Christmas Service
followed by short Holy Communion

_________________________________________________________

Thursday 27th December

9-9.30 am

Morning Prayer

_________________________________________________________
No services at Hambledon

30th December

1st Sunday of Christmas

10.00 am

Benefice Combined Service at St John’s, Busbridge

_________________________________________________________

2019
And...Thursday 3rd January 9-9.30am

Morning Prayer

_________________________________________________________

6th January 2019
2nd Sunday of Christmas

9.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
All Age Worship

_________________________________________________________

December Services at St John’s, Busbridge
8.00 am
10.00am

1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays: Holy Communion (said)
Classic Service in Church:
Contemporary service in School:
1st Sunday: Morning Worship
1st Sunday Fuse Christingle
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion (CW)
2nd Sunday: Morning Worship
10.00am
3rd Sunday: Combined Family Carols
} Groups for children of all ages
10.00am
4th Sunday: Combined Morning Worship } in various locations – turn up and ask!
Christmas Eve 3.15, 4.30, 5,30, 6.30pm Candlelight Celebration for all the Family
11.00 pm
Midnight Communion
Christmas Day 9.00 am
Holy Communion with Carols
10.30
Family Celebration, followed by Short Holy Ciommunion
10.00am
5th Sunday: Benefice Combined Morning Worship
6.30 pm
1st Sunday: Holy Communion;
2nd Evening Worship;
3rd Sunday: Evening Carol Service
4th Sunday Christmas Unplugged; 5th Sunday Churches Together Service
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PARISH & PEOPLE

M

any congratulations to our good friend Mic
Coleman who celebrates his 90th birthday
this month. Hambledon friends and neighbours extend their good wishes to Mic: the entire
community is in his debt for many years of service to
the village. We are also grateful to his family for the
up-date that they provided to mark this very special
occasion.
Ian Davis celebrates his 73rd birthday this month.
His friends throughout the village will remember Ian
and his family as they gather at Holy Cross Hospital
where Ian has been a patient for the past three years.
Both Ian and Carol have done much for the village:
Ian was a long-serving member of the Parish Council
and undertook many tasks, particularly caring for the
footpaths. This takes on an added significance when
we read this month’s Parish Council report: our footpaths and bridlways are incredible village assets and
ones which we must never take for granted .
Carol’s expertise lies in all things to do with the
Village Hall and we are grateful to her for the time and

interest she displays in helping to ensure its smooth
running. Without her input the village would be sadly
lacking.
John and Tucker Anderson’s son Alexander is
marrying Anna Malmberg at St Peter’s Church this
month. We all send them our good wishes for a very
happy day and for all the years that lie ahead.
A great bit of old-fashioned romance crept into
the village on 21 October when John and Sue May
celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary. At 2pm,
the time of their wedding, they went up to the church
and sat in the porch with a celebratory drink of
champagne. We are reliably informed that the sun
always shines on 21 October and on this occasion it
didn’t let them down. Well done to John and Sue and
may they enjoy many more celebrations in the porch.
There’s no need for the rest of us to turn up!
In thanking all our contributors to the magazine
it is important to stress how much we need to keep up
the momentum. Items of interest are always welcome
– direct to one of the Editors please and in good time

Thank you to all who have contributed to the magazine this year, and grateful thanks to all
our wonderful distributors whose efforts we greatly appreciate.

The magazine in 2019

T

he price of the magazine will be unchanged
again next year, at 60p a copy and £6 for an
annual subscription paid in advance. For the
future, inevitably this is under review.
It would help if you could deliver the £6 (cash or
cheque) to your distributor, to save repeated attempts
to find you at home. If you don’t know his or her
name, please ask Mary Parker (01428 682545) .
If you pay by cheque, please make it payable to
‘Hambledon Parish Magazine’. If you are posting it,
you should send it to the Treasurer, Derek Miller, at
2 Church Lane, Hambledon, Godalming GU8 4DS.

If you prefer to leave your subscription (cash or
cheque) at the Village Shop, please attach a note
showing whose it is.
Those who do not receive their magazines from
one of the distributors are asked to remember to pick
their copies up from the Village Shop. They arrive
there on the last-but-one Friday of each month.
If you wish to receive the magazine by post
please contact Mary Parker. Finally, if you want to
cancel your subscription, please inform either the
Treasurer (01428 684362) or Mary Parker by 31
December.

News from Chapel Lane

N

ovember was
another very
busy month at
the Clockhouse with a
Rock Around the
Clock-themed lunch
and a fantastic and
poignant display to

commemorate the Centenary of the First World War.
Then it was an afternoon with Ukes of the Third Age
and to round off the month there
was a recording of the Clockhouse Choir for Surrey Radio.
Now there’s lots planned
for December – it can all be
found on the “What’s On” pages.
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SelfSelf-help for footpaths?
Just one of the topics that came up at the last Parish Council meeting. The
maintenance of footpaths and bridleways, along with the impact of fewer
recycling facilities, are just two examples of how rural communities are
having to face up to never-ending cuts to Surrey County Council’s budgets.

L

ast month’s meeting revisited the planning
application WA/2018/1527 for Glamping Pods
at Hammonds Piece. Further representations
against the proposal were made by residents and a
clear message was sent to our Waverley Councillor,
Nicholas Holder, that there was no support for this
scheme, either in the village or amongst the statutory
consultees. Cllr Holder committed to represent these
views to the planning officer when it came to deciding
the application. During the public question session
Rob Watkins attended to report once again that,
although he had raised a level one complaint with
Waverley Borough Council, a satisfactory resolution
to a potential breach of planning regulations at 5
Hydestile Cottages had not yet been reached. At the
request of the Chairman, the Clerk contacted the Chief
Executive and Head of Planning at Waverley
proposing that, if a retrospective planning application
had not been received within 21 days from 12
November, a formal breach should be recorded and
appropriate action taken against the tenant. Next steps
will be reported at the Council meeting in December.
Following public questions the meeting moved
on to finances, receiving a report from the Clerk that
the bank accounts were in credit in line with the
agreed budget for the financial year. Maintenance
payments for grass cutting, verge and ditch clearance
and roadside maintenance were approved and it was
noted that all Councillors now had access to the online banking system, thus ensuring that financial
procedures were efficient, expedient, secure and
transparent.
Under planning policy it was reported that the
static caravan on land adjacent to Hydons Farm which
has caused complaints from residents had recently
been removed and that the corresponding planning
enforcement case had been closed.
The meeting moved on to talk about the state of
footpaths and bridleways. Following a meeting with
an officer from Surrey County Council’s Countryside
Access Team, Cllr Parry reported that there had been
an almost complete lack of work in the Parish during
2018. This was because budget cuts meant that there
had been no money to spend on vegetation cuts or
other maintenance works in the current financial year.
It was also noted that last year’s repairs to the
Greensand Way between the church and Maple
Bungalow had used approximately one third of SCC’s
total annual budget for such works.
Bridleway 186 had been inspected and was in
very poor condition, mainly as a result of ground
water flowing across it from the bank to the adjacent
fields and a waterlogged area around the ditch at its
junction with Busses Common. These conditions
existed even after the summer’s prolonged spell of dry

Hambledon

Parish Council

weather. SCC will consider possible remedial works
and costs and, depending on these, the Parish Council
will decide whether any fund raising is needed.
The use of volunteers was discussed as it is
anticipated that only limited SCC funding will be
available in future. There is a volunteer Path Warden
Scheme which arranges half-day volunteer training for
groups of 10-12 people who are then be able to use
hand tools, away from roadsides, possibly assisted by
a Countryside Access Officer with a brush cutter. The
footpath between Watersmeet and Bonners was
cleared by a group of volunteers earlier this year.
If anyone in the Parish would like to get involved in
the voluntary maintenance of rights of way, please
contact the Clerk. This is a real opportunity to help
restore and retain some of the beautiful footpaths
and bridleways in the village, whilst getting some
fresh air with friends and neighbours.
01428 481956 or email clerkofhpc@outlook.com
The proposal permanently to close some of the
community recycling centres, including Cranleigh,
was noted with alarm and the Clerk was asked to
make representations to SCC about this.
As well as the online consultation at https://
www.surreysays.co.uk/environment-andinfrastructure/crcs/consultation/intro/, there is a drop
in session on Wednesday 12 December from 10.00
– 12.00 at the Wilfrid Noyce Community Centre,
Godalming at which the team representing
Community Recycling Centres will be present.
The good news reported by all the village
organisations included the installation of new kitchen
fittings in the Village Shop and excellent feedback on
the recent performance of “Bully Beef and Whizz
Bangs” at the Village Hall.
It was noted that the High Court Appeal against
the decision on housing numbers in relation to the
Dunsfold Park development had been thrown out. At
the Annual Village Meeting in April it had been
agreed to wait for the final decision on Dunsfold Park
and that the Parish Council would then work to deal
with the situation to get the most positive outcome for
the village. To that end, options for infrastructure and
travel impact mitigations will be looked at going
forward and up-dates brought to future meetings.
In closing, the Chairman noted that he has been
given details of a locum Parish Council Clerk to
arrange a handover period from the resigning Clerk so
as to ensure that the budget process for 2019/20 would
go ahead smoothly and that services would be retained
as normal after Christmas.
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The Clockhouse Christmas fair
Saturday 1 December, 10am - 2pm Chapel lane, Milford, GU8 5EZ

Let Christmas shopping begin at

Raffle, Tombola, Christmas Gifts, homemade produce and lots, lots more!
If you would like a stall, please contact the Manager on 01483 420668

A great way to start festive celebrations: the Nexus Christmas Charity Quiz Night
in Busbridge Village Hall on Saturday 1 December at 7.30pm for 7.45pm, with Alan
Betts as our Quizmaster, and Dudley Hilton keeping track of scores.
There’ll be a charity raffle in support of ‘SERV Surrey and South London’,
whose amazing Blood Biker volunteers deliver emergency blood products and baby milk for the
NHS at night, whatever the weather. Tickets are £12 each, to include a quiche supper and
some delicious home made desserts. To get one of the few remaining tickets, please contact
Janet Harvey NOW! on
01483 423264 or email her at janetmarvey@btinternet.com – first come, first served. All are very welcome!
A date for the New Year: on Thursday 10 January, The Hon. Mr Justice Andrew Baker, will talk about

“What it means to be a High Court Judge”. Men will be welcome for this event and we look forward to
seeing you at this, the start of our 2019 programme.
Our annual membership fees and the guest fees cover gifts for speakers, drinks and
nibbles plus tea or coffee afterwards, as well as donations to charities. Our charity for
this year is: ‘SERV Surrey and South London’ Blood Bikers Service by Emergency Rid-
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will meet on 5 and 12 December

CLOCKHOUSE CINEMA PRESENTS:
FRIDAY 7 December, at Chapel Lane Milford GU8 5EZ
Doors open 6.45pm Film starts 7.30pm Licensed Bar
Tickets £5 from The Clockhouse
01483 420668

Charity 1059045

In 1971, publisher Katharine Graham and editor Ben Bradlee
of The Washington Post risk their careers and very freedom
to expose a massive cover-up of government secrets that
spans three decades and four U.S. presidents.

Friday 7 December, 8 pm
Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again (2018)

book tickets online
chiddingfoldcinerna.corn
Tickets £6 Adults,
£3 for under 15s
(where permitted)
wonderful
refreshments

Story by Ol Parker and Richard Curtis.
Starring hundreds of well-known faces/names –
play spot the stars! This is juke-box, musical, romantic
comedy. Five years after the events of Mamma Mia!
(2008), as Sophie prepares for the grand reopening of
the Hotel Bella Donna she learns more about her mother's past …
Our last film of the year! Another
“feel-good” movie – come and have a sing along – it’s
not as if you don’t already know the words!!
Starring Meryl Streep, Cher, Colin Firth, Julie Walters,
Pierce Brosnan, Andy Garcia, Celia Imrie

CHRISTMAS
DANCE
With Hambledon’s very own

TOXIC SAUSAGE
8 December 8 pm till late, Hambledon Village Hall
Dance • Food • Fully Licensed Bar

What more do you want to get in the Christmas spirit?
Contact Number 07966 888748 • Tickets £15
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Coffee Morning
Tuesday 18 December, 11am in the Church Room
and the third Tuesday each month

(and Hearing Aid Clinic)

All welcome – do come
For more information and help with transport call Jacqui Rook 01428 684390

Christmas 2018 at Hambledon
Tuesday 18th December
7.30pm Carols in the Pub at The Merry Harriers
The following all in St Peter’s Church:
Sunday 16th December
6.30pm Carols by Candlelight *
Christmas Eve
3pm
Crib Service
4.30pm
Crib Service
11.00 pm Midnight Communion
Christmas Day
10.30 am Family Celebration Christmas Service
followed by Holy Communion
Come & join the Choir: Rehearsals 5, 12 Dec. *If you would like to be part of the choir,
do please contact: Lisa Olsworth-Peter
lisa.olsworth-peter@bhcgodalming.org
or
Alan Harvey
01483 423264 / alan.harvey@bhcgodalming.org

HAMBLEDON VILLAGE SHOP
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The Village Shop

A Time Of Giving ...
… and receiving. The kitchen refurb is just the latest
chapter in the Shop’s story, but it’s a project that keeps on
giving – or rather, that keeps on receiving, as Gill explains.

O

ver the weekend of 3-4 November the kitchen
was out of action while the next phase of the
project got underway. We had a team of three
– cabling, boxing in, tiling and plumbing – all at the
same time.
First of all I’d like to thank our plumber, Doug
Barcroft (www.barcroftplumbing.co.uk), for his sterling work, not only in plumbing in the new sinks but
also for calmly and creatively problem-solving and
hunting around the Surrey hardware shops for various
parts.
I’d also like to thank our electrician, Mark
Purnell (mspurnell@btinternet.com), who donated his
time to put in a socket rail that not only looks the
business but gives us so much flexibility in terms of
where we position equipment in the future.
And last, but definitely
not least, huge thanks go
to Ged Hockridge for
spending pretty much his
whole weekend boxing in
and tiling vast areas of
walls and beams. I suspect Ged did not have this
kind of major project in
mind when he volunteered
for our maintenance team
so, when I talk about this
project ‘receiving’, Ged
has given more than you
can know.
And whilst all that activity was going on in the
background,
Yvonne
and
Garry
Harris
(www.caragordacantina.co.uk/#eatingoutthebox) were
on the forecourt busily cooking up delicious food from
their lovely yellow Cara Gorda Cantina. We’re very
grateful to have had their support, providing food and
hot drinks for our customers at a time when we could
not. Between us, I think Jon and I sampled every item
on the menu and I for one am now a fan of lamb and
Halloumi burgers.
As mentioned before, our own fund-raising
efforts for this makeover were hugely boosted by
generous donations from the Community Fund and the
Festival Committee so I’d like to thank them all once
again for their wonderful support. And finally, at the
risk of this sounding like an Oscar-acceptance speech,
this project is only possible because, back in 2016, the
Hambledon Village Trust responded with such alacrity
to my plea for an outside loo. Huge thanks go to them
for raising funds and then raising the roof on our
splendid little room round the back and opening the
next chapter in the Shop story.
Speaking of which, we were recently delighted
to welcome Denis and Brenda Jones to the Shop.
They now live in the Bristol area near their family but

it was Denis’s brainchild to get the Shop going again
as a community-run affair. In the summer of 1992 at
the Village Fete he put up a notice and invited people
to express interest in helping to set up a community
shop. The rest, as they say, is history – but it was a
hugely important moment in our village history.
Christmas is coming! By the time you read this
we’ll have a lovely assortment of Christmas products
at the Shop. I order the stock in May and then forget
about it so it’s lovely to unpack the boxes when they
arrive. There will be high quality confectionary;
novelty gift ideas (including an on-trend unicornthemed gift); lovely tins of biscuits; jams and
chutneys; cakes and puddings; and lots of really
affordable stocking fillers. That’s not to mention all
the fantastic locally-produced products that you won’t
find on the high street.
We’ll be taking orders again for turkeys
from Young’s in Chiddingfold; for locally-made
cakes and puddings; and for wine. Please get your
order forms from the Shop.
And don’t forget the
Christmas trees. This year we’ll
be offering locally-grown ones
and Jean and Garry from Pleck
Farm in Witley are generously
donating 50% of the sale of
every tree to the Shop. They
will also be supplying us with a
lovely big tree that we’re
inviting everyone to help
decorate with
personalised wooden hanging decorations. You can buy these for 50p at
the Shop, take them away and
decorate at home; or borrow the
Shop’s craft box and settle in with a
hot chocolate and get creative!
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Hambledon Remembers
On the occasion of the centenary marking the end of the First World
War, Hambledon paid its tribute in several ways, including the
Armistice Day’s service in St Peter’s and, on the previous day, at a
singalong outside the Village Shop.

W

ell over 60 villagers came along to the
Shop at noon on Saturday 10 November to
join in a singalong of many of the wellknown songs of the period. Organised by Christine
Baker, it was led by David Kirby on keyboard and the
village choir. Everyone
was in good voice as they
joined in a variety of old
favourites ranging from
Goodbye-ee through It’s
a Long Way to Tipperary
to Keep the Home Fires
Burning. It all took place
in brilliant sunshine when
the weather forecast was
heavy showers – which
started to fall just as the last note sounded.
A collection in aid of Help for Heroes and the
locally-based Combat Stress charity raised £280.

There was also a very generous response to this
year’s Royal British Legion poppy appeal:
£1,457.84. Christine Campbell would like to thank
the house-to-house collectors (Ruth Canham, Mary
Caroe, Howard Green, Steve Maycook and John and
Annie Tidmarch); and all those who donated via the
collection boxes at Philips Garage, St Dominic’s
School, Hambledon Nursery School, the Merry
Harriers, the Hydon Hill Cheshire Home and, in
particular, the Village Shop which received a total of
£345.
The Armistice which ended the First World
War came into effect at 11.00 on 11 November 1918.
Exactly 100 years on, two minutes’ silences were
observed throughout the land, including by the
congregation of over 80 that attended the special
commemorative service in St Peter’s Church. It was
led by David Mace, a member of the Busbridge and
Hambledon clergy team. The names of Hambledon’s

fallen in both World Wars were read out and there was
also time for quiet reflection, together with a personal
recollection from Sylvia Harrison who spoke of her
grandfather’s gallantry in the First World War.
David Jenkins, Assistant Vicar with responsibility for Hambledon, spoke of the sacrifices made by so
many during both World Wars, on the field of battle
and elsewhere. They had served their country; and he
suggested that today we could all consider how we too
might be able to serve through charitable or other
voluntary work.
The collection at the end of the service raised
£280, bringing Hambledon’s total contribtion to just
over £2,222. A generous village indeed.

Although there are plaques commemorating
Hambledon’s war dead inside the church, there is no
external war memorial.
However, many villagers
leave poppies beside the
Robertson memorial on the
side of Hydon’s Ball, and
this year was no exception.
The memorial commemorates the lives of Lt
Laurance Robertson, who
was killed in action in the
Battle of the Somme in
1916, and Cpt Norman
Robertson, who died in
Germany the following
year. The obelisk was
erected in their memory by their brother William. It
has a fascinating history and more can be found by
following these links:
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hydons-ball-andheath/features/the-robertson-memorial-at-hydons-ball
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/
memorial/100466
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Stepping out from Stopham

Hambledon

Old Stopham Bridge was the starting point for the last long walk, in some of
the most beautiful countryside in and above the Arun Valley – and in perfect
weather. The preceding walk around Botany Bay was equally enjoyable.

Ramblers

O

ur short walk at the end of October was no.12
in John Quarendon’s “Pub Walks in South
Surrey” and started from The Crown in
Chiddingfold. This took us in the opposite direction
from the previous short walk in September: over
fields, through woods and the Forestry Commission
managed area of Botany Bay. Often too boggy in
parts during the winter months, because of the dry
weather conditions we were able to enjoy the scenery
without having to pick our way through mud and
puddles. Having come full circle, our outing ended
with an early lunch at Treacle’s Tea Shop overlooking
the green where there was an already sizeable pyre
ready for Bonfire Night.
The sun shone again on 13 November and,
despite several days of heavy rain, Richard was
optimistic that his planned six-mile route from Old
Stopham Bridge (an apt name, it transpired) near
Pulborough would not be too wet underfoot. We
parked near the White Hart Pub where we were to
have lunch on our return and took some time to
appreciate its picturesque setting. The seven arched
bridge beside
the pub dates
from 1309 and
was rebuilt in
1423. One span
of the bridge
was destroyed
during the Civil
War and replaced by a
drawbridge. It is probably the best-known bridge in
Sussex, once providing a safe crossing of the river
Arun for the road from Winchester to Canterbury The
centre arch was raised in 1822 to accommodate barge
traffic using the Wey & Arun Canal which facilitated
trading links with London and Portsmouth. Deemed
unsuitable for modern day traffic, it was replaced by a
new utilitarian concrete structure in 1986.
We continued on to a high woodland ridge with
the river down on our left and, on our right, wonderful
views of the South Downs and the water-ways around
Pulborough. Once clear of the trees, we consulted the
map to identify the landmark tower on the distant hill
before us. This was Toat Hill Monument, built as a
memorial folly in 1827 to Samuel Drinkald who fell
from his horse and died there in 1823. Local legend
has it that he and his horse were buried upside down
beneath the tower.
Now on a country lane, we passed through a
small settlement and branched off on a track to The
Gallops where the Harwood family have bred and
trained many winning race-horses. We, however,
moved on at a steady pace and exchanged greetings
with the horse-riders exercising their steeds.

We were to have crossed the Arun at Pallingham
where, in the 19th C, barges were built and repaired but
there our way was thwarted. Time for a coffee-break
and consideration of Plan B …. or, possibly, C. A
decision to keep our feet dry meant retracing our footsteps a little way before branching left. Somehow,
three of us got detached from the main group but at
least we had time to chat to one of the residents at
Pickhurst Farm who confirmed that there was no other
way across the river and that we should return to
Stopham, and lunch, by taking the footpath between
the fields opposite and back up to the high ridge. This
meant negotiating a couple of stiles and quite a haul
up to the top; but from there on the going was easy,
crossing yet more immaculately tended Gallops before
re-entering the woods around Park Mound. Just the
sizable earthworks now remain of a motte and bailey
fortress built there shortly after the Norman conquest.
This once stood in a strong defensive position at the
highest point overlooking the River Arun and
surrounding land; but the site is now covered in pine
trees. Nevertheless, continuing settlement in the area
is illustrated by Domesday records of a number of
significant dwellings, some of which remain and are
considered to be of historic or architectural interest.
One of these is “Old
Place”, a beautiful 15thC
converted farmstead and
Manor House with a millpond. Stopham House is
also mentioned.
It was
originally built in the reign
of Queen Elizabeth 1 but
has since been much altered
and extended.
Fortunately, our detour did not take us beyond
the distance which Richard
had originally planned and
we arrived back at the White Hart only 10 minutes
late, where we met up with Maureen who had not been
able to join us earlier.
Thanks to Richard for organising the glorious
weather and a memorable day out.
Next Long Walk: Tuesday 11 December
Meet at the Village Hall at 9am to drive over to
the Aldershot area where The Three Graces plan
to lead a six-mile walk (easy to moderate)
Further details from
Helena Hockridge
01428 684325 or 07768 548099
helena@kis-solutions.co.uk
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Cricket Green Stores
Stewart Payne writes of a chance encounter that also led to the
emergence of a classic postcard view of Hambledon’s village
shop, taken by the camera of the proprietor who lived there.

T

he encounter was between Alison Heath and
Stewart Payne who met Alison in a pub in a
West Sussex village where she now lives and
works. In this article, she recalls her life growing up
in Hambledon. She and her twin brother Duncan were
five when her parents, Geoff and Margaret Heath,
bought the Cricket Green Stores and moved into
Duck Cottage, now Pendle Cottage. They were the
last to both live in the house and run the adjoining
shop and Post Office, which they did between 1968
and 1982.
The shop featured on a postcard, one of a series
entitled “Scenes and Interest and Beauty in and
around Hambledon, in Surrey”. The reverse states:
“Real photograph. Supplied by G.A.M Heath, Cricket
Green Stores and Post Office, Hambledon”.
Geoff trained to be the Sub-Postmaster and he
was helped in the shop and behind the Post Office
counter by his wife and by Winnie Pritchard whose
husband worked at the Nutbourne Brickworks. Alison
and Duncan went to a private school in Godalming
and this meant that they did not have a great circle of
friends living locally. Alison recalls that their best
friends in Hambledon were Sue Booker, daughter of
Michael and June Booker who lived on the Cricket
Green, and Patrick Williams whose parents, Ray and
Beryl, lived at Bermonde and would go on to take
over the shop. She goes on “Looking back, there was
not a great deal to do in the village; but I do recall
Bonfire Night parties on the grass on the edge of the
Cricket Green near to where the Booker family lived.
“I also remember that the shop was a bit run
down when my parents took it over and that they
worked hard to build up the trade. The shop was busy
in those days and there was often a queue to use the
phone kiosk outside. And when the village won a Best
Kept Village, award, the plaque was placed on the wall
outside the shop for everyone to see.”
The shop was open on weekdays from 9am to
5.30pm and closed for an hour at lunchtime.
Wednesday was early closing when it shut at 1pm. It
didn’t open on Sunday and I don’t think it sold
newspapers. But the milkman called every day.
“I have very happy memories of our time in
Hambledon and we loved our home, our garden and
our dog Honey. She was a cross between a Corgi and
an Alsatian and I think we got her from the Baldry
family whose home, Chart Cottage, was immediately
behind the shop and where Brian still lives.
“The shop was burgled twice. The first time was
at night when thieves broke in through the old garage
and got in to the stock room. They took the safe
which was later found in a ditch, together with money;
but they left the stamps and the postal orders. The
second theft was in daylight when a man entered the

shop, ran around the counter and grabbed the drawer
from the till”.
Towards the end of Alison and Duncan’s school
days their parents decided it was a good time for a
change. “I think they were struggling a bit and wanted
to move on to something different”, said Alison.
“They were friendly with the Williams’s so Ray and
Beryl bought the shop business and Ray ran it with
their son Patrick. Joan and Cedric Hardy, who then
lived at Mervil Cottage, decided to buy our house.”
In Hambledon life was changing, as it was in
villages up and down the country. And village shops
were closing at an alarming rate.
Ray Williams continued to live at Bermonde
while running the shop. After the death of his first
wife, Beryl, he married Pat and she is, of course, still
at Bermonde. Joan and Cedric renamed Duck Cottage
Pendle Cottage and after Cedric’s death Joan remained
there until she moved down to Ross-on-Wye a few
years ago.
By the time the Heaths left Hambledon supermarkets were opening in increasing numbers. Most
people had phones in their homes and there was no
longer a queue for the telephone kiosk. Village
schools were under threat. Car ownership increased,
often with two cars in a family. This led to a decline in
rural bus services.
Mechanisation at local farms removed the need
for farm workers and Hambledon, once very much a
farming community, became a place where people
lived but worked elsewhere. Also in the years that
followed the departure of the Heaths, Hambledon
Village School closed and the Aldershot and District
Bus Company ceased operating the regular 47 bus
through the village. Finally, in 1990, the Cricket
Green Stores closed.
Of course, the story does not end there. Much
that Alison remembers of an idyllic childhood
remains. Louis de Bernieres, the author who grew up
in Hambledon, wrote a book about his time in the
village called Notwithstanding, believing he was
chronicling a dying way of life. However, when interviewed recently for the Hambledon village website, he
concluded that Hambledon had “withstood”.
The shop reopened in 1992 as a community
venture, staffed partly by volunteers. A Village Trust
was set up and acquired Pendle Cottage and the shop
premises to secure its future. Following a village
initiative, the school reopened as a nursery school run
by a charitable trust.
Elsewhere the village cricket and football teams
thrive and the Church and Village Hall are still at the
centre of village life, as is the Merry Harriers pub.
I should like to thank Alison for taking the time
to talk to me and recall her life in Hambledon.
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John Whittall – Artist
Potters and painters and jewellery makers – Hambledon’s artistic talent knows no bounds.
Although a nationally-recognised portrait painter, John also turns his considerable talent
to still life and landscape, inspired by his beautiful Vann Lane surroundings.

I

have been a professional painter all my adult life.
My old headmaster, despairing of me, sent me to
life classes one day a week at Camberwell Art
School (I think he was a friend of the Master there). I
was only 14, so it was something that couldn’t happen
now.
Knowing by then that that was exactly what I
wanted to do, I started to study for A levels so that I
could get into Art School. Four happy years at
Camberwell were followed by a further three years at
the Royal Academy Schools, drawing and painting all
the time. I was blessed with superb artist/teachers like
Euan Uglow, Peter Greenham, Tony Eyton and a
friend in John Ward.
One of the first people to buy my work was
Brian Sewell, the legendary art critic, who became a
great friend and supporter of my work. Another
collector was Sir Brinsley Ford who awarded me a
scholarship, the Richard Ford Award, to study art at
the Prado in Madrid. This deepened my love of
Spanish portraiture, particularly Velazquez.
Prior to leaving, the Curator of the Schools
asked what I was going to do next. My answer was
“I’m going to paint!” Throughout my artistic career
I’ve stuck to the firm foundations that I learnt at art
school and I believe that good representational work is
a result of honest, sound observation of the world
around us. Jean-Baptiste-Camille Corot said “Beauty
in art is truth bathed in an impression received from
nature.”
Leaving art school,
my first commission
was a small sketch of
the 5th Marquis of
Salisbury. This led to
numerous other portrait
commissions
which
have spanned the years.
A few can be found
the National Portrait
Gallery collection.
Photo realism is
now to the fore with
the patience required

Blue and white jug with gulls’ eggs

Still life and landscape are also essential aspects
of my work. I wouldn’t call myself a scene painter – I
prefer quiet corners, subjects that don’t shout at you.
So living here on Hambledon/Chiddingfold border, I
have the joy of working in a large wild garden that
offers new subjects every day.
I work in oil, watercolour and tempera, whereever my mood takes me. Just recently I was signed up
by the Kevis House Gallery in Petworth and asked to
to do watercolours/drawings in Sussex along with
some other artists. I particularly enjoyed a series of
drawings of the dunes at East Head, West Wittering.
Over the period up to Christmas I will be
teaching life drawing on one morning each week at the
Sussex Sculpture Studio, coupled with my work here
at my studio and garden in Vann Lane.
Again Corot, “ Before any site and any object,
abandon yourself to your first impression. If you have
really been touched, you will convey to others the
sincerity of your emotion.”

The artist and (right) the artist’s
wife

for sitting being governed by
the camera and lifestyle. So
many artists take photos and
leave the sitter/subject little to
do when in fact a good portrait
involves the work of two
people, the sitter and the artist.

Winter scene: Pockford
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It’s time to think about 2019
The 2018 season is almost over. There’s just time to squeeze in a party at
the pub and then the serious work starts: planning for the next season, as
Arthur Blackman reports.

T

here will be a get together of players and
friends on the evening of Wednesday 12
December at the Merry Harriers. Everyone is
welcome to join us for Christmas drinks, to celebrate
the end of a successful 2018 season.
The Club’s 2019 Annual General Meeting will
be held on Tuesday 19 February, starting at 8.00 pm in
the Cricket Pavilion for Members to attend. This
meeting is important as it is for the election of Club
Captains, Club Officers, the Welfare Officer, Colts
Organisers and others for the 2019 season and for the
discussion of the Club’s finances and future plans.
Anyone wishing to become a new or nonplaying member is also welcome to attend and take
part in the meeting and add to the discussions.
General items to be discussed are, first, the
Senior Sides for 2019. It is hoped to continue with a
1st XI League Side in the Village Cricket League and
with Friendly sides. Please contact us if you would
like to play or help in the running of the matches – for
example by scoring, umpiring, making teas or
assisting in any other way.
Secondly, the Junior Section. The aim is to run
sides for 7 – 9-year olds, under 11s and under 13s. All
will be entered into the Berkley Sports League for
their relevant age group and we are expecting between
8-10 league games for each one. But, once again, we

need your help to run the sides and we are also
looking for qualified junior coaches. Would anyone
like to take up this challenge? Coaching courses can
be arranged with Surrey CC during the winter/spring
months and Hambledon CC will cover the training
costs.
If you are a Junior’s Dad or Mum, maybe you
could help? Please call one of us if you are interested:
Alexander Wood (07753 832323), Caroline Tristem
(01428 685455) or Arthur Blackman (01428 683871).
The winners of the final fund-raising 100 Club
Draw (November) are:
1st Prize, £50.00, no. 26 – C. Tristem
2nd Prize, £30.00, no. 30 – Stephen Blackman
3rd Prize, £20.00, no. 16 – Alexander Wood
The Cricket Club has its own web site within the
Hambledon Village web site, with information on
events and match results. You can also contact Club
Captain Mark Burton (07722 752465); 1st XI Captain
Wes Pusey (07426 339118); Friendly Co-ordinator
Andrew Dunn, (07973 748861); Secretary Sion
Griffiths (07775 516448); Chairman Andy Hinde
(07401 115952) or President Mic Coleman ( 01428
682977).
And finally, the Cricket Club wishes you all a
very Merry Christmas and sends you greetings for the
New Year.

How weather makes history
From bonfire nights via little streams to Kings and Queens of England:
Earthworm ponders the effects of temperature, rain and wind.

N

ovember has sped by and Earthworm does not
want to start thinking about Christmas, even
though Santa’s grottoes are springing up like
mushrooms. It still does not seem much like winter
with such long periods of warmth. On bonfire night
the temperature was 18o. Earthworm remembers
nights in the 1970s when one really had to wrap up –
boot liners, warm woolly vests, gloves, scarves and
duffle coats. Now one could have gone out on the 5th
in a tee shirt!
Earthworm may now be able to stop agitating
about the lack of rain. The aquifers seem at last to be
replenished and our little local streams are running.
Even the village pond has filled and is overflowing.
Earthworm has never known these little rivulets not to
run for so long – he reckons since May.
There was talk of the coldest winter for a decade
coming but more recently the Met Office has been
talking of higher-than-average temperatures for
December and, once again, of El Niño brewing up in

the Pacific which drives mild Atlantic winds to us.
This does not preclude the wet, windy and stormy
conditions also predicted for the coming months.
We are, thinks Earthworm, much affected by the
weather. An autumn night 330 years ago had everyone on Cheapside watching the weather vane to see if
a change in the wind direction would make it possible
for William of Orange to set sail for England. For
weeks the Dutch fleet had been stuck. Eventually
there was a wind change to the east that allowed them
to sail but pinned their enemy back. Then it backed to
the north east and the Dutch sailed fast into the
Channel and to Torbay from where they marched
triumphantly to London. The next year William and
Mary were on the throne and the unpopular James had
fled to France. Such are the vagaries of the weather
that have even changed the course of history.
Earthworm wishes all his readers a Merry
Christmas and all they could want for the New Year
and, dare he say, whatever Brexit brings?
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Messy Good Samaritan
On Sunday 4 November there was a Messy Church
service in Hambledon Church.

D

esigned for all, this informal service happens
on the first Sunday in every other month. It
includes activities and crafts for the young
ones and coffee and biscuits for the others.
The theme this time was the Parable of the Good
Samaritan (Luke 10 v. 25-27), and what we can learn
from that: we are God’s hands and feet as we help
others. Clare Haddad spoke about how she and her
husband, who speaks Arabic, have been able to help
immigrants, especially the few families who have
settled in our area.
The activities in the Church room followed on
the same theme with the children bandaging up a mass
of big and small teddies whom we pretended were
hurt. At another table the children coloured in large
pictures of those in our community to whom we can
turn to for help, like doctors, nurses and teachers.

There was selfhardening modelling clay
to form around their
hands which could be
painted later at home. And, always popular, the
children decorated biscuits in the shape of feet. All
this went on while the adults chatted over coffee.
Back in the Church we had songs with Chris
Jagger at the guitar and prayers read out by some of
the children.
The next Messy Church Services will be on the first
Sunday in March 2019 and thereafter
the first Sunday in May;
the first Sunday in July;
the first Sunday in September; and
the first Sunday in November.

Christmas BESOM Hampers

H

ambledon and Busbridge Church supports the
Guildford Besom charity and gets involved with
the Christmas Besom Hampers which will be
distributed to needy members of our local community.
Imagine Christmas without any presents,
decorations or special food: but unfortunately this is a
reality for many people today.
We can make a
difference this year and bring a bit of sparkle into
homes which have so little ...
It is the tenth year we have been giving Besom
hampers to members of our local community. In 2017
over 20 were given to both Besom recipients and some
of our Parish members who had had a difficult or
challenging year. Would you like to get involved in
this rewarding activity? If so, there are …
Three Ways to get involved:
- Donate some wonderful goodies. There are
boxes in the backs of Hambledon and Busbridge
Churches until 9 December.
- Come and help pack the hampers: 7pm on 13
December at the Hardys’ house: 10 Heathfield Close,
Godalming, GU7 1SL.
- Deliver the hampers: 15 and l6 December.
Recipients will range from single mothers, families in
temporary accommodation and people living alone
with mental health problems, to the elderly and infirm.
Ideas for gifts to be included in the hampers:
Food items, especially if from the luxury rather than
the value range: Christmas cakes, mince pies, soups,
cereals, honey, jam, tea, coffee, hot chocolate, tinned
foods, chocolates, sweets, fruit juices, biscuits,
cranberry jelly, stuffing mix.

(No alcohol, perishable or home-made
items please).
Household items: soaps, bubble bath.
Christmas decorations: Candles, baubles, napkins,
paper table cloths, Christmas crackers.
“Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then
your light will shine out from the darkness, and the
darkness around you will be as bright as noon.” Isaiah
58:10–11
For more information please contact Robbie
Hume at robbiehume@westhall.com or Jo Cookes at
jocookes@hotmail.com.
What else does Guildford Besom do?
Within our local community it is here to help you
make a difference to the lives of local
people. Do you have a heart for reaching those in real
need with practical acts that show God’s love?
Besom provides a bridge between those who want to
give time, money, things and skills and those who are
in need. It ensures what is given is used effectively,
with the service being provided free. Find out more at
www.besom.com
With Guildford Besom, a number of home
groups and members of our congregation have been
involved in local gardening and interior home projects;
donating meals; and helping families and individuals
in need. The end result of hampers, cleared gardens or
painted rooms is great; but the conversations with the
recipients are the real gifts.
Bringing cheer,
consideration, and friendship boosts those that are
being assisted.
Come and join in!
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A fine breakfast for worthy speakers
Another enjoyable delicious full English breakfast, cooked by the kitchen staff at the Golf Club in Enton,
at the Ladies Breakfast on Saturday 10 November set up the three speakers for their inspiring talks about
two local charities: The Cellar and Skillway who together make up the Warehouse Christian Trust.

C

listening skills of the staff and prayerful support for all
hairman Chris Jagger and Simon Crowther
have, over time, turned broken lives around.
spoke about The Cellar and Vivien Gillman
The staff organise an annual holiday for a small group
about Skillway. Here is what Simon told us.
“The Cellar is a very special café in the
centre of Godalming which is open to everyone
but with the principle objective of providing a
caring, friendly and supportive meeting place for
the lonely, the vulnerable and those marginalised
in our community.
“But how did it start? It was 1979 when a
trust was set up. The trust deed stated that ‘The
original trustees are desirous of spreading the
Christian Gospel, particularly amongst young
people in Godalming and elsewhere, and have
set aside the sum of ten pounds for this purpose’.
“There were six trustees who signed that
document. Amongst them were Alan Craig and
Bronwen, Lady Astor, with a vision of setting up
a coffee bar for the young.
Alan had been
influenced by a similar place in London that had
Local MP (and Foreign Secretary) Jeremy Hunt being allowed to help
led to his conversion to Christ.
“Over the next two years a group met to at The Cellar by manager Debbie Portsmouth and Emma Goldup
develop the project and it was felt that this
and this is a vital part of their lives. Occasional day
should be run by Trustees. The meetings included a
trips take place if funds are available and at Christmas
lawyer, a bank manager, an estate agent, a policeman,
parcels of food and essential items are distributed
a businessman, a doctor, a social worker, an accountant
locally. The cost of food and drink is kept as low as
– and Bronwen.
possible and a free simple meal is always available for
“Bronwen remembers those were heady days
those in real need.
and, as the Lord’s plan unfolded, money was hardly
“An art group started by The Cellar staff
mentioned: they had complete trust that the Lord
provides the opportunity for people to find fulfilment
would provide .. and he did .. and in a most surprising
and friendship, together with a sense of purpose.
way. Alan left his job and received a golden handAn upstairs room provides a place for private
shake of £10,000 which, to everyone’s amazement, he
discussion, counselling, prayer and a quiet refuge.
generously handed over to buy the lease of the
“The Cellar is part of a local community support
Pinocchio Restaurant in Crown Court. Plans were
network. We like to think of ourselves as the pastoral
drawn up, the Trust deed was signed and The Cellar
heart of Godalming and people are often referred to us
opened.
by local GP practices, Social Services and churches.
“The name, The Cellar, was not used until much
The Cellar also has close contact with groups such as
later. Originally, the group were looking at an old
Rethink, the Meath Epilepsy Trust and the CAB.
warehouse in Godalming and thus the charity – our
We all live together in our largely privileged part of
charity – was called the Warehouse Christian Trust.
the country but there are those in our community who
“And why call it The Cellar? Well, the town
suffer with mental health problems, alcoholism, drug
already had a “Pepper pot” and remember, Jesus said,
addiction and, one of the biggest problems, loneliness.
“You are the salt of the earth” so let us shake the salt
In an ideal world, society as a whole would be more
around a bit and continue to spread God’s love through
understanding; but the reality is that, in 2018, the
the work of the (salt) Cellar! We will be 40 years old
marginalised still struggle to find acceptance.
next year and there are thoughts to add the word ‘salt’
“The Cellar offers acceptance, support and
to The Cellar. We will wait and see if that happens.
understanding and, above all, inclusion.
“Fast forward to today’s Cellar. “They” say we
“In these times of financial uncertainty and everhave no deprived areas around Godalming, so why do
increasing running costs, The Cellar team is focussed
we need The Cellar in our community?
Why do we
on sustaining existing levels of support as well as
run a foodbank? Yes, the world has changed in the last
reaching out to new ‘customers’.
40 years but The Cellar is still there because there is a
“There is always a long list of improvements to
real need in Godalming for such an outlet.
the premises and additional outreach activities that
“The Cellar offers acceptance and a safe haven
could be carried out should funds allow. Much practifor all those who are struggling in any way. Help can
cal work is carried out voluntarily or at reduced cost.
be asked for without a sense of embarrassment and the
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“So how do we survive? I mentioned that, back in
the early days, as far as funding was concerned ‘The Lord
would provide’ and there have been many instances when
we have had our backs against the wall and something
amazing happens. But we can’t take our eye off the ball as
there are all the costs that a small business has to find.
The Cellar is not there to make a profit as you
may have realised, so we rely on donations and
grants as well as organising fund-raising
events. Churches like Busbridge and Hambledon and those who support us on a regular
basis are a life-line and our thanks go out to
you for what you do.
“The success of The Cellar can be seen
in those whose lives have changed for the
better.”

“Skillway provides hands-on learning from volunteer skilled and trade-experienced craftsmen in carpentry
and joinery; in metal work and basic engineering; in
conservation crafts such as stone carving and stained
glasswork; in creative crafts including pottery; and in
construction and engineering drawing.
Works of art in the Skillway studio

Then we heard Vivien Gillman about Skillway:
“Skillway, one part of the Warehouse
Christian Trust, was set up specifically to
address the needs of disadvantaged local
young people for whom there seemed to be no
prospect of employment or social integration.
“Skillway workshops are housed in the
disused chapel buildings of Nightingale
Cemetery and have a good symbiotic relationship with the landlords, the Joint Burial
Committee of Godalming Town Council.

“They are treated as young adults. The
environment is
unlike school and has the
benefit of an extremely advantageous tutor/student
ratio. Normally the students come for one day per
week, mostly for at least one academic year. Some
continue to a second year when they will be
encouraged to gain our in-house certification as
well as AQ.A Unit Award Scheme certifications
and a Module from the BTec curriculum. The
practical projects that they complete are the best
demonstration of what they have learned and as
they take these home they can be used as reference
material when applying for jobs or more training.
“As Skillway has now entered its 2lst year,
it continues to believe in its core principles of
providing practical and life skills to challenged
and challenging young people. Inevitably, there
has to be some small bending with the
educational, social, economic and political times;
A buzz of activity in the Skillway metal workshop
but with a wealth of experience, a small number of
dedicated and experienced staff and the huge
“Our aim is to motivate and build confidence
input of volunteer tutors it is intended to keep going for as
and self esteem in young teenagers by teaching them
long as there remains a need.”
practical workshop skills. Generally these young
people are finding it hard to accept the academic
At work on wood in the Skillway wood workshop
environment of school, becoming disengaged and
often disruptive. School curricula and budgets are
becoming more pressured: the practical skills are
often the subjects that are most affected and the
offering reduced. In recent years Skillway has
also welcomed a few home-tutored students who
are not being educated in schools for a wide variety
of reasons.
“Frequently the youngsters we seek to help
are also from socially or economically disadvantaged backgrounds: they see their future as bleak.
There has been a reduction in provision of youth
clubs locally and our tutors often provide the
relationships and advice that can help when
‘parents’ and ‘teachers’ are not always well
received.
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Christmas Loaf Cake
This cherry and cranberry cake has something inherently Christmassy
about it. No matter what you bake, when you throw in some little red
fruit it immediately feels like Christmas. You just need to watch the
quantities as glace cherries can make things over-sweet; but mixed with
tart, dried cranberries you get a perfectly balanced festive cake, just right
for tea on a chilly December day
INGREDIENTS

175g butter or margarine
175g caster sugar plus extra for dusting
3 eggs
80g dessicated coconut
METHOD

175g self raising flour
Finely zested rind of an orange
80g glace cherries, halved

orange rind, then the flour and three quarters of
the cherries and cranberries.

Heat oven to 180/160/
gas 4 and line a large
loaf tin with greaseproof paper.

Pour the mixture into the tin, then scatter over
the remaining fruit and push it just below the
surface of the mixture (so it doesn’t burn).

Beat the butter and
sugar together until
creamy, then beat in
the eggs one at a time,
adding a third of the
coconut in between
each egg. Stir in the

Bake for 40 minutes, then loosely cover with
foil and bake for another 20 minutes. Check that
a cake tester comes out clean, then remove and
leave in the tin for 15 minutes.
Remove from the tin and leave to cool on a wire
rack, still in its greaseproof paper.

Sam Gates
077445 980482
sam@samgatesfood.co.u

Life in the trenches
Blackbox Theatre Company returned to the Village Hall on 13
October with their award-winning drama “Bully Beef &
Whizzbangs”. Set in the First World War trenches, it couldn’t
have been a bigger contrast to last year’s production, “Bouncers”.

I

t was a memorable performance from the threeman cast of Troy Chessman, Calum Smiles and
Sam Claridge (pictured above) which showed all
too clearly how soldiers
coped with the alternate
fear and boredom of
trench warfare. From
the enthusiasm of an
under-age
recruit,
Smudger, played by
Sam Claridge to the
fatalism of a war-weary

veteran, Harry (Calum Smiles), just about every
emotion was laid bare, as was the importance of
learning to keep many of those emotions to yourself.
The question and answer session that followed,
with the play’s author Chris Hawley joining the cast
on stage, revealed the extent to which the backgrounds
and experiences of the actors helped them to identify
with their individual characters. The play also drew
much of its strength from being based on numerous
accounts of men who were there: there was nothing
fictitious about the horror and the humour and the
humanity. All in all, a very evocative evening.
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What’s happening at ...
The Village Hall

I

f you are wondering what to do to start your
Christmas celebrations with friends and family,
how about a trip to the Village Hall on Thursday
20 December?
The wonderful, energetic and adventurous
Pantaloons Theatre Company are coming to our newly
refurbished Hall to present a brand-new adaptation of
Charles Dickens’ fantastical festive fable.
It’s Christmas Eve and tight-fisted Ebenezer
Scrooge is meaner than ever. He is shunning his only
living relative, underpaying his clerk and refusing to
acknowledge the plight of the poor … but will timely
visits from the Ghosts of Christmases Past, Present and
Future change his miserly ways before it’s too late?

It’s all performed by a multi-talented cast in The
Pantaloons’ own inimitable, hilarious and moving
style, featuring live music, audience interaction and
absolutely no humbug!* This will be an evening to
remember.
The show will start at 7 pm and mulled wine and
mince pies will be on sale in the interval. Tickets cost
£12 for adults and £8 for children and are available
either online (https://thepantaloons.co.uk/a-christmascarol) or at the Village Shop. Contact Karen Massey
on 07855 763426 for further details.
Recommended age for children is around 8 or
over as there will be dark and spooky bits.

Quiz ‘n Pie Night

(don’t ask!) play a large part in
determining the overall winner
which this year was Here, There
and Everywhere (pictured).
At half time all the brains
were fuelled by delicious shepherds pies cooked by a team of
helpers led by Kim Cross and
washed down by drinks from the bar presided over by
Ron Vickery. The raffle, run by Martin Thompson
and Karen, raised around £342 – pure profit as the
eight prizes sourced by Martin were all donations. So
huge thanks to them, to all the cooks and washeruppers and to everyone else who helped organise – and
clear up after – the event.
Ticket and bar sales came to nearly £1,600 so,
even after costs have been deducted, it will have been
a very successful evening, financially and socially.

O

n 17 November over 70 villagers gathered in
the Village Hall in 14 teams to take part in the
well-established annual Brains of Hambledon
competition. It was closelyfought as ever, with Nine
Lives and Strictly No Hope
each getting the most correct
answers to questions that
covered 10 topics ranging
from music to sport. But
there’s more to it than that:
putting names to the faces in
a rogues’ gallery of 50
celebrities and knowing just how to use the multipliers

* Actually there may be some humbug!

And last, but by no means least – an invitation to tea
The Village Hall Committee would like to invite all residents of Hambledon for tea and cake (perhaps even a
mince pie or two) at the Village Hall on Saturday 15 December from 3 to 5pm. It will be your opportunity to
see how lovely the Hall is looking, having been decorated inside and out and with our new chairs and stage
curtains in place. And it will be the Committee’s opportunity to say an enormous thank you to everyone who has
made these improvements possible – by sponsoring chairs, by contributing to the Hambledon Community Fund
(which very generously funded the curtains) or by using and supporting the Hall throughout the years.
If you haven’t yet been involved with the Hall, now is your chance to come along and see what’s going on.
We hope to see you there.
PPS: Save the Date! Table-Top Sale on the afternoon of Saturday 2 February 2019
More details in the January edition of the Parish Magazine
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Dons make Club History
It’s not just one side, or even two, that are through to the next round of the
County Cup: their win over local rivals Milford and Witley means that the
A team, along with the First and the Reserves, have all secured a place.
As Matt Kiley reports, it’s now all to play for!

F

irst up for Hambledon First team was a visit
from early league pace setters Lightwater. In a
very tight game of little chances and with the
sun playing havoc the Dons managed to go into the
half time break with the all-important first goal with
summer recruit Matt Metcalfe reacting first to head
home. Hambledon defended well and kept the ball in
spells during the second half to claim three very
important points.
Next to Badger Park were Frimley Green
Reserves in the Surrey Intermediate County Cup.
Since making the step up to Intermediate status
Hambledon had never made it past round one, being
one of the lowest ranked teams in the competition.
However they finally made it through to round two,
beating Surrey Elite team Frimley Green with Matt
Metcalfe and Tom Winter scoring in the first half to
give the Dons a 2-1 lead. They couldn’t add to their
total and it looked as though they might be made to
pay for this; but Chris Turner made sure they were in
the next round with the first goal for the club.
Hambledon will now face Manorcroft for a place in
round three.
Unfortunately their game away to Chiddingfold
in the Cyril West Group B game was abandoned by
the Ref after 60 minutes in awful conditions which
made it impossible for any football to be played. The
score was 0-0 at the time and the match will be
replayed in early December.
Hambledon Reserves also made it through to the
next round of the County Cup with a comfortable 4-1
victory against Royal Holloway who are in the league
above - Surrey Elite. Hambledon raced into a 3-0 lead
with Paul Wicks scoring twice and Ollie Cummings
adding a third from the spot. Royal Holloway were
given a glimmer of hope, scoring a soft goal just
before half time but Hambledon saw out a fairly
comfortable second half with Michael Cheesman
scoring their fourth goal. They should have added
more but at least they were safely into round two.
This was a very pleasing performance with some
excellent football being played; which made losing to
Windlesham the following week even more
disappointing
Hambledon were awful during the first 30
minutes and didn’t wake up until Windlesham scored
from a header, with Ollie Cummings onto a loose ball
after good work from Simon Petri. The second half
was much better but they couldn’t find a second and
Windlesham scored another header from a corner.
Next up was a tough trip to Surrey Sports Park
to face University of Surrey. Into the wind and sun the
Dons started on the front foot and had an early lead
with Grant Flint pouncing on a defensive mistake.
Hambledon’s goal was under much threat but Uni had

a penalty in the second half which was converted. The
Dons had hit the post and it looked as though two
points might be dropped. However, Marlon Gibson
came off the bench to head the winner and secure
three very value points.
After their first defeat of the season Hambledon
A put two back-to-back wins together. First was a
hard fought 1-0 win away, after a long trip to AFC
Hampton, with Sam Simmons grabbing an early goal.
Then there was a 2-0 win over Guildford Park that
included a goal from keeper Matt Mullins before the
A team were in County Cup action themselves and
had local bragging rights with a fine 5-1 victory over
local rivals Milford and Witley. Two goals for Sam
Simmons and one each for Ollie Jones, Lawrence
Bourke and the returning Andy Parkin secured them a
trip to West Byfleet in the next round.
The Hambledon Vets team have had a mixed
few weeks but can take a lot of positives out of some
very difficult games. A routine 3-0 win (Girkin,
Cosser, Jenkins) in the league against Headley Vets
was sandwiched in between two cup defeats.
Row’s first team (probably the best team in the
pyramid) beat us 3-2 (Girkin, Harman) in the league
cup in a re-run of last year’s final. The Dons fought
back from two nil down to 2-2 but succumbed to a
controversial penalty on the stroke of half time and
couldn’t quite force the equaliser.
In the challenge cup we played another League 1
team, Ashbridge, and led three nil (Cosser 2, Evans)
after half an hour before tiring. Ashbridge then led us
4-3 in the closing minutes before good work from
Martin Cosser led to a Nick Harman equaliser right at
the end. Alas, it was not to be as we lost 7-6 on
penalties, with our keeper Mayur scoring his penalty
and saving three of theirs heroically.
Now there are two league games coming up, as
well as a county cup game against local rivals
Elstead .... it’s all to play for!!

October Player of the Month: Neil Evans from the Vets
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Come on, you Dons!

Getting winterwinter-ready
In a drear-nighted December,
thy branches ne’re remember

The Garden

too happy, happy tree,
their green felicity
– Stanzas by John Keats

in December

M

aybe not much time with all the festivities,
but the garden has not ‘gone to bed for the
winter’ as some say. Some nice jobs still.
Perennials, Annuals, and Bulbs. For indoor plants
that flower over the Christmas period the Jasmin
polyanthum is worth considering. The buds are pink
before they open, becoming pure white when in
bloom; the flowers have a lovely scent, and can last
up to eight weeks and it is evergreen. It is sold in
flower around Christmas and usually kept indoors; but
it can also be grown outside in a sheltered spot. For
the best indoor performance pot the plant on in stages
and keep it well watered once the flower buds start to
appear. Encourage re-flowering the following year by
pruning hard back when the flowers have finished.
One of the brightest highlights in winter is the
Cyclamen coum. In the right position this bright hardy
cyclamen has magenta, pink or white flowers from
January through to early spring. It thrives in nearly all
soils that retain moisture through the summer: the
plants are therefore ideally suited to lightly shaded
areas such as those under deciduous trees and shrubs
or other places that only receive sun for part of the
day. Plants grow from underground tubers that go
dormant in early summer; they then start back into
growth in late summer, growing and flowering over
late autumn and winter. It’s best not to grow them
near the Cyclamen hederifolium, the late summer and
early autumn flowering kind, as the leaves of the
hederifolium expand in autumn, after the plants have
flowered and will smother the leaves and flower buds
lying beneath the foliage of the smaller cyclamen
coum plants.
Winter flowering plants are at a premium.
Worth a try are Chimonanthus praecox (Wintersweet)
which has translucent flowers, filling the garden with a
warm spicy scent of cloves mixed with honey and
ginger. The flowers grow after the leaves turn yellow
and fall, giving interest in January and February. It is
a plant that likes full sun, ideally by a wall, in well
drained soil.
Another early flowering plant is the Helleborus
thibetanus with shoots that appear early, often just
after Christmas. With delicate, divided leaves and
bell-shaped white or pinkish flowers over JanuaryMarch, it needs a well-drained, cool, open site and is a
good choice for a rockery. It dislikes winter wet so
drainage is important. It is dormant in summer, dying
down in June.
Shrubs and Trees. Trees with ornamental bark offer
year-round interest but come into their own in winter,
planted as specimens or well-positioned in borders.
To enhance the display, many can be grown as multi-

stemmed trees, but pruning such specimens needs to
begin when the trees are young and this will usually
reduce their final height. Good ones to consider are
Prunus serrula (H: 8-10m) which has shiny copperybrown young bark and narrow leaves that turn yellow
in autumn. Others with winter interest are Acer
griseum (H: to 10m) with peeling, papery, chestnutbrown bark and leaves that go brilliant red in autumn;
Acer palmatum “Sango-kaku” (H: 5m) with coral-red
young branches and leaves that open pink-yellow and
turn green in summer; Betula utilis var. jacquemontii
“Moonbeam” (H: to 6m) in 10 years, with attractive
white, peeling bark. If needed, prune acers and
birches before Christmas as later pruning results in sap
bleeding from the wounds.
A lovely winter-flowering shrub that is worth a
try is the Edgeworthia chrysanthana, a relative of the
deciduous Daphne. It has waxy white/yellow flowers
in late February and March which appear in profusion
at the stem tips atop an elegant dome of growth. It
likes moist, well-drained acidic soil in a sheltered
place in sun or light shade.
Veges and fruit. Prune grapevines before the sap
starts to rise, causing pruning wounds to bleed which
potentially can weaken the plants. Put up a rain shelter
over wall-trained peaches and nectarines to protect
against leaf curl disease and leave it there until midMay. If a fig tree is not too big, put a fleece over it to
protect the branch tips and embryo fruits from frost
damage which can cause significant crop losses.
Wall-trained plants can be packed with straw or
bracken.
Greenhouse. Look out for pests such as whitefly,
mealy bug and scale insects on greenhouse plants as
well as indoor ones, as they can remain active and
cause damage throughout the winter.
House Plants. Care for Christmas house plants. On
the journey home from the shop put the house plants in
plastic wrappers to keep them out of the cold. Once
home put them in a light position where they will be
out of cold draughts. Only water when the compost
feels dry: put the plant in water and take out once
compost is moist.
Wildlife: Hang birdfeeders and put out kitchen scraps
and use any stored fruits that are going over to help
support garden birds now that other food sources are
becoming scarce. Fat-rich foods such as suet balls are
high-energy fuel to help birds withstand cold weather.
Happy Christmas and New Year
from the gardening editor
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Christmas trifle, with attitude
But incredibly simple, as Bron explains, together with all sorts of other
ways for making your Christmas look – and taste – extra special. And
never forgetting that Christmas is a time for warmth and kindness.

T

he crackle and snap of winter. You either get
the cheer of the season or you don’t: remember
what happened to Ebenezer. I love it though,
probably my favourite time of year. Wrapped up in
comfy jumpers, hats, scarves, gloves. Clothes are so
much more interesting this time of year. The fires, no
excuse needed to stay home and watch your best
movies, eat drink and eat drink some more.
December seems to mean Christmas; the nearer
it gets the colder it gets; the air gives your face an icy
prickle as you step outside. Days are shorter and
darker. Lamps rarely turned off. The solstice on the
21st, always a favourite night of mine to throw a white
diamond party. The streets, lanes and gardens only
come alive when we randomly place the fairy lights,
warming our hearts, Christmas inside and out. Before
the mayhem and anarchy in the kitchen begins, the
tree has to be chosen.
The arguments on size, height, and fatness
forgotten, the tree now beautifully decorated with
experience of tradition and nostalgia, magnificently
lit, shouting enthusiasm for all that is to come.
The ground is now fairly bare but the root veg is
in its glory, summer secrets apparent. Carrots, turnips,
swedes, Brussel sprouts, savoy cabbage in its
handsome vein-laced overcoat, parsnips, kale, leeks,
red cabbage and cauliflower.
English cooking apples still hanging on, the
sloes, quince, chestnuts doing us proud. The glorious
shades of orange are a must in the fruit bowl. Figs,
clementines, satsumas, tangerines, passionfruit and
pomegranate, full of antioxidants, will make you feel
better about all the alcohol consumed. Alongside the
funny looking lychee. I have never peeled one
successfully so use the tinned ones if needed in a dish,
a Pavlova or cocktail; leave the spiky leather coated
fruit for cosmetic purpose only.
South Africa and Peru used to be our main
suppliers of this exotic looking member of the nightshade family but now we are cultivating the physalis
(the price is more acceptable) to have the beautiful
butterfly winged fruit on our tables. Use the golden
gooseberry in sauces, jams, pies, desserts, just like you
would the lychee or passionfruit. You will struggle
to find it mentioned in any cookbook but there are a
few ideas online. Adorned on the cake or pudding it
adds a mysterious twist to Christmas. I have never
found holly attractive and it’s the last thing I would
use or put on a wreath. Mistletoe however … mistletoe, mince pies, marzipan and mischief.
This year I have the whole family coming to me
along with spouses, girlfriends, boyfriends, friends,
anybody’s friend, babies, dogs, cats, rats and bats. I
have decided to make the menus very simple; I am
not going to overcrowd the plates. Good colour, not

too much colour. As long as the meat is cooked to
perfection and the veg still looks like it should, what
can go wrong?
Christmas Eve supper will be fish, as usual. But
not the extravagant lobster and crab. I normally do
fish pie, they all love it and it can be served as and
when they arrive (planes will be bringing them from
all over the place). I just have to make sure there is an
ocean-size pie ready.
I have always used Jamie
Oliver’s recipe, with a Broni twist: try using salmon
and mackerel with a pastry top instead of potato,
putting mouth-size pieces of sweet potato in with
some tarragon.
Christmas dinner will be turkey with a veggie
nut roast for those that have turned. I have done goose,
pheasant and venison in the past but it’s just not worth
the effort. By the time you have wrestled the goose or
game to abduct the smallest amount of chewable meat,
it is cold. Cold game is only desirable to Mr Tod, the
gentleman with that glorious red tail.
The gravy will be onion to accommodate the
veggies, giving them that Christmas-in-a-pan flavour.
In recent years we have not had a pudding, which
stopped when the grandparents made alternative plans
for Christmas. But we all love a trifle.
I do love all the yummy sweet liquors that return
from the depths of the pantry at Christmas: Cointreau,
Advocaat, Baileys, Tia Maria, the list goes on. My
mother was the worst cook in the universe but she
could make a Christmas trifle – no cooking involved.
The main ingredients were all of the above. Driving or
even walking after a spoonful of the cocktail was not
advised.
Over the years I have adapted the idea of trifle,
pudding, liquor and coffee to put it all in a glass. A
lazy way to finish the meal and move swiftly to the
arguments and slamming doors of the habitual board
games.
There are a couple of recipes on the next page.
Prepare the fruity infusion a few weeks before
Christmas, to use for so many desserts or even a jus.
Then make the oh-so-is simple trifle.
Have a most wonderful Christmas time. I shall
look forward to writing the hangover month.
Bronwen
PS : don’t focus too much on reflection, it will
make the grape in the mulled wine too sour. It’s
about the future, families, friends, family extended, we
live and realize what we have gained. A time for
warmth and kindness.
Bethany Rose Banner-eve
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He gave us eyes to see them

GOD
IN THE

The Rev. Michael Burgess ends the year’s exploration of symbols of the
Christian faith as found in works of art with a Catalan artist’s depiction
of the Nativity.

I

n January we began the course of exploring signs
and symbols with the Cross: a sign of death, but
also a sign of victory. We end the year with a sign
that proclaims birth and new life: the Christmas crib.
In December cribs will be set up in churches,
homes, villages and town centres, following a tradition
that goes back to the nativity scene in a cave outside
Greccio in Italy on Christmas Eve 1223. St Francis of
Assisi invited all the people to a service there to
remind them of a truth they had either forgotten or
neglected: that love came down at Christmas. We are
told that, as they looked inside the cave and saw the
crib with the ox and ass, St Francis prayed and took up
the infant Christ in his arms. Christ was ‘the peaceful,
tender and loving brother,’ a vulnerable baby needing
affection and care.

ARTS

characterised by the influence of Byzantine art,
renovated during the twelfth century through the English miniature and the art of the Crusaders. The centre

The simplicity and the beauty of that nativity
scene is portrayed in this panel that forms part of an
altar frontal from the church of St Mary of Avià. It is
the work of an anonymous Catalan artist and is now in
the National Art Museum in Barcelona (the church has
a replica in place).
The frontal is painted in tempera on a wood
panel, with parchment overlaps, stucco relief decoration and the remains of additional vanished metal
plates. It is an excellent example of what is known as
1200 art, which in the Christian West was

panel shows Mary as the ‘Sedes Sapientiae’, or Seat of
Wisdom, with the Child on her lap and flanked by four
scenes from Jesus’s childhood – in addition to the Nativity, the Annunciation and Visitation, the Epiphany
and the presentation in the temple. The Byzantine
stylistic influence can be seen in the sculptural modelling of the bodies, the three-quarters treatment of the
faces and the remains of gilt plant decoration in the
background. Mary's position in the Nativity scene, in
which she is half-seated on a bundle of straw, is also of
Byzantine influence.
Cribs were often very elaborate and ornate
creations, bejewelled and decorated with episodes from
our Lord’s life. Here the scene is ordinary with few
details. The haloes around the heads of Mary and the
Christ Child may look a little odd; but the artist and St
Francis are at one in proclaiming a sign of life and love
in this birth.
Each Christmas we are called to kneel before the
crib with the animals and the shepherds. A 13th
century Franciscan invites us to ‘gaze on the face of
the babe with devotion … and delight in Him.’ May
we see the light of God’s love in the new-born babe as
we look into the crib and may we delight to offer our
hearts and lives in His service.

Bron’s fruity infusion
250g granulated sugar
100ml maple syrup
750ml dry white wine
½ teaspoon dried aniseed
500g dried figs
200ml good vodka
Put the sugar into a pan; add the syrup, wine and
aniseed. Cut half of the dried figs into bits, then put
all the dried figs in to the pan. Boil. Then bring to a
gentle simmer for about 20 mins until the fruit looks
bloated and plump.
Pop the figs into a storage jar and cover with the syrup
and the vodka.

Bron’s oh-so-simple trifle
10 martini glasses
20 Nespresso amaretto biscuits
10 fresh figs, flesh removed and squished
800ml of whipped double cream
A sprinkle of fine coffee powder
Put 2 biscuits in the bottom of the glass, cover with
the squished figs, then a couple of the boozy figs,
then some of the liquor from the jar. Leave to infuse.
Top with a dollop of the cream and a sprinkling of the
coffee powder.
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Xmas: time for Tipteerers
A tradition which not many of us may know about but which it would be
good to keep going, along with sending ‘proper’ cards and visiting places,
including our local pubs which won’t stay open without your support.

J

ust for a change – don’t send ‘virtual’ cards via
your laptop or smart phone – choose them and
post them. Or even better, make them yourself.
It shows that you care a bit more than by just pressing
a key and it helps to keep the Post Offices going.
A place to visit that not many know about is Mrs
Cummings’s Cottage at 346 High Street, Petworth.

It’s not a museum: it’s a house that’s been restored,
redecorated, furnished and equipped as if it were 1910
when it was the home of Mrs Mary Cummings.
She lived there from 1901 to 1930 and was a seamstress, working from home and also at Petworth
House. Of course, if you’re over a certain age you
may well remember using many of the items that are
on show. It’s open to visitors from April to October
but group visits can be arranged during the winter as
well – email petworthcottagemuseum@yahoo.co.uk
or telephone 01798 343496 if you are interested.
And if you do go, pop into the Stonemsons for a bite
to eat on the way home – yum yum!
And put this event in that nice calendar you’ll be
getting for Christmas: Hambledon Heritage Society’s
AGM at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 20 March in the
Village Hall. The feature will be a talk and video
presentation on iron works and furnaces by Robin and
Carla Barnes from Fernhurst, followed by wine and
food. Although there is no charge, there will be a
collection pot doing the rounds.
On Boxing Day the Chiddingfold Tipteerers will
be out with their Christmas play at 12.15 at the
Crown. On Saturday 29 December, they will be at the
Swan at 13.00 and at the Crown (again) at 13.45.
It was the finding of an old script and account of
a traditional ‘Tipteerers’ play that was performed in
Chiddingfold in about 1860 that prompted various
people to get together in 2003 to resurrect the tradition
which has its origins in the Mummers’ plays that go
back for over a thousand years. Mumming can best be
described as early pantomime and that’s certainly
what motivates the Chiddingfold Tipteerers. Disguised

with blackened faces, the ‘guisers’ (or players) take
the parts of King George, a Turkish knight,
Beelzebub, the Doctor and especially old Father
Christmas – plus the Bold Captain, Little Billy Wittle
and, of course, Slasher, the gallant soldier! Needless
to say, good King George wins the day against the
villain who is killed – but, of course, brought back to
life by the Doctor.
All the participants dress in whatever costumes
come to hand, from rags and tatters upwards; they
fight with wooden swords; and they conclude by
consuming beer whilst taking a collection. All to the
accompaniment of some, sometimes raucous, singing
of Christmas carols and other songs and as much
audience participation as possible to round off a
cheering event.
The Tipteerers would welcome, and indeed
encourage, anyone who might feel like dressing up
and having fun whilst, most importantly, continuing a
very old tradition, to come along and join them,
including anyone who can scrape, bang or blow an
instrument to make “music”. They’re not looking for
great acting – as anyone who has seen a Mummers’
play will know — but rather a willingness to dress up,
spread some fun and declaim some lines (or make
some music) loudly and with spirit.
If you would like to take part, please contact
John Cowburn (01428 685940) or Ross Kilsby (01428
685622). But even if you wouldn’t, do please come
along on Boxing Day or the following Saturday to
jeer, cheer, sing and shout!

The Tipteerers’ Christmas 2013 performance with
Ross in the role of Father Christmas

A happy Christmas and thank you all for your
concern over “Goodwife Jan”.
Wassail!, Ross
PS: I hear that The Cider House in Shackleford
has closed. We are losing at least three pubs a day,
most of them gone to housing.
Get on to
www.longlivethelocal.pub to help.
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Living life to the full
In her final article of the year, Theresa Jones writes about one
of the most important roles played by the school: preparing
its pupils and students for life beyond St Dominic’s ……….

C

areers Education and Guidance is a valued area
of the curriculum here at St Dominic’s, where
we encourage all our pupils to ‘achieve
ambitious goals and live life to the full’. All pupils
receive regular support from the Careers Guidance
Practitioner and all staff contribute to the Careers and
Employability programme through their roles as
tutors, therapists, subject teachers and support staff.
In Key Stage 2 pupils explore a variety of
careers based around the theme of ‘people who help
us’. Visits from the fire service and police support
this theme and all pupils visit ‘Kidzania’, a mini city
for children, where they can try out a range of jobs.
In Year 7 pupils discuss the differences between
careers and jobs, identify different types of jobs, find
out about careers resources available to them and start
to consider their own career ideas. In Year 8 they
look at the changing world of work and use labour
market information and trends to predict where the
new jobs might be. Employability skills such as health
and safety in the workplace and interview skills are
also covered.
Year 9 pupils identify areas of subject and career
interest in preparation for choosing Key Stage 4
subjects. Every pupil receives an option booklet and
attends special assemblies, option taster sessions and a
parents’ and pupils’ option afternoon
In Year 10 pupils look at the range of future
pathways open to them including colleges, sixth
forms, apprenticeships, traineeships, supported internships and employment. They visit external events
where they can talk directly to external providers and
get an insight into the range of opportunities available
to them after Year 11.
In the autumn term Year 11 pupils prepare for
their work experience placements which take place in
October. They are all taken to meet their employers
before the placements start and are given further
support throughout the year to help them choose their
post-16 placements. They also have the opportunity
to produce a CV.
This year:
Ella worked in a dog grooming parlour
washing and drying a variety of dogs. It
was hard physical work but Ella just rolled
up her sleeves and tackled the job with
great enthusiasm, despite the dogs
splashing her!
Ricco put his incredible memory
for numbers and letters to good
use in the library, sourcing and
shelving books in record time and
assisting library users by directing
them to the correct sections of the
library.

David worked in a
computer
repair
shop. The Manager
was so impressed
with his knowledge
and skills that he
asked if David might
like to come and
work for them in
future on Saturdays.
Other pupils spent their week working in a
pre-school, Phillips Garage, a charity shop, a rural life
museum and The Cats Protection Adoption Centre.
We received excellent feedback from all their placements, together with comments about their hard work,
commitment and enthusiasm.
Sixth Form students attend a transition lesson
every week and receive support and guidance on their
next steps from the Key Stage 5 leader, their tutors
and the Careers Practitioner.
Year 12 students take part in the ‘Real Game’
where they role-play as single adults in occupational
roles. They learn how schoolwork relates to
occupational choices and therefore to lifestyle and
income. Within their job role students have the
opportunity to explore adult realities such as
budgeting (taxes, mortgages, rent, other bills,
transport); the work-life balance, different work and
family roles; and career-making decisions.
For Year 13/14 transition lessons are planned
around students’ individual needs. Topics may include careers research projects; post-18/19 options
including college courses, supported internships,
apprenticeships and employment; voluntary work;
coping with change; application forms, CVs and interview skills; and self-employment and enterprise.
The school works with Surrey Choices who
support our sixth form internship and work experience
programme; and with Surrey Young Enterprise who
support business and enterprise days.
Throughout all Key Stages pupils and students
are given opportunities to meet employers and discuss
the world of work through visits to companies and
listening to guest speakers during our annual careers
week.
As part of the school’s continuing links with its
local community, it would love to hear from anyone
who might be able to offer work experience next year.
If you think you might be able to help, do please get
in touch with the Careers Guidance Practitioner,
Catherine Hall (chall@stdominicsschool.org.uk).
Finally, school closes on Wednesday 19
December and re-opens on Thursday 4 January 2019.
We wish you all a very happy Christmas and New
Year.
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Puzzle Page
Crossword
ACROSS
1 Less good (5)
5 Backless chair (5)
8 Immediately (2,4)
9 Concerning the Sun (5)
10 Vacant (property) (5)
12 Foot-propelled pleasure boat (6)
13 Colin __, Mamma Mia! star (5)
15 Arrange feathers (5)
17 Mouse or rat, eg (6)
19 Lindsay __, Mean Girls actress (5)
21 Complete policy change (1-4)
22 Cut out the rude bits! (6)
23 River edges (5)
24 Way in (5)

DOWN
1 Thoughtful, sad (7)
2 Measuring stick (5)
3 Headset (9)
4 Notified (4)
5 Artistic carving (9)
6 Higher male voice (5)
7 Have debts (3)
11 Period of renting (7)
14 Path (5)
16 Be overjoyed (5)
18 Sunrise direction (4)
20 Rita __, singer (3)

Word Search

Maze

The nearly four weeks
leading up to Christmas is
Advent. It means coming’.
It refers to Jesus’ first
coming as a baby, but it also
looks forward to a day when
Jesus is expected to return
in triumph at his ‘second
coming’ to establish perfect
justice and a new order of
peace. Originally Christians
marked Advent as a time
when they refrained from
excessive eating and
drinking. Then Christmas
Day reintroduced them to the joys of feasting. Christmas celebrations lasted for twelve days, with gifts exchanged as a climax at
Epiphany (6 January). Today, however, Advent is more likely to be
associated with accelerating festivity, with the days following
Christmas something of an anti-climax until ‘twelfth night’, on
which decorations are removed. Many Christians worldwide are
trying to revive the spirit of Advent by setting aside time to pray
and address global poverty.





Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate

Answers to all puzzles on page 34
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A stylish Halloween on 27 October

I

t takes concentration
to carve a pumpkin
but with a bit of
thought and imagination
it’s amazing what you
can produce.
Ghouls and bats
and witches galore were
on display on a lovely
sunny Saturday morning
and it wasn’t just the
children who produced a
wonderful
array
of
costumes and painted
faces. All in all, a hard job for chief judge Andy
Hinde, so there was only one thing for it: everyone
went home with a prize!

Halloween, Allhalloween, All
Hallows’ Eve, All Saints’ Eve ...
… it’s a long list, but it’s been around for a long time: its roots go
back to the Celts but it was subsequently taken over by the
Romans and then by the Christians – and it’s still with us to-day.

I

n the long-ago days, on the last night of October, the Celts celebrated the Festival of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s
End’,, when the priests, or Druids, performed ceremonies to thank and honour the sun. For there was a very
dark side to all this: Samhain also signalled the onset of winter, a time when it was feared that unfriendly
ghosts, nature-spirits and witches roamed the earth, creating mischief. So the Druid priests lit great bonfires and
performed magic rites to ward off or appease these dark supernatural powers.
Then the Romans arrived, and brought their Harvest Festival which honoured the Goddess Pomona with gifts
of apples and nuts. The two festivals slowly merged.
When Christianity arrived still later, it began to replace the Roman and Druid religions. All Saints’ Day (1
November ) was dedicated to all the Martyrs and Saints and was called ‘All Hallows’ Day’. The evening before
became an evening of prayer and preparation – ‘All Hallows’ Eve’ which was later shortened to ‘Halloween’.
For many centuries, however, fear of the supernatural remained strong. During the Middle Ages animal
costumes and frightening masks were worn to ward off the evil spirits of darkness on Halloween. Magic words
and charms were used to keep away bad luck – and everybody believed that witches rode about on broomsticks!
Fortune telling was popular; and predicting the future by the use of nuts and apples was so wide-spread that
Halloween is still sometimes known as Nutcrack Night or Snap-Apple Night.
However we celebrate to-day, with pumpkins, trick-or-treat, costume parties or telling scary stories, Christians still need to ensure that the deeper meaning of All Hallows’ Eve remains an occasion to remember and give
thanks for all the loved ones who have gone before them.
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Useful Information and Telephone Numbers
GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES
Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses
Health Visitors

01428 682218
01428 685249
01428 685249

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG
Tel: Doctors

01483 415885

– Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ
Tel: Doctors
Health Visitors & Community Nurses
Chiddingfold – Ridgeley Road, GU8 4QP
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses

01483 414461
01483 415564
01428 683174
01428 683735

HOSPITALS
Royal Surrey County Hospital
Milford Hospital
Haslemere Hospital

01483 571122
01483 782000
01483 783000

Equipment for short term use
Some items only required for a short time (usually three months) may be borrowed from the
British Red Cross Equipment Loan Centre, Wey Court (off Meadrow), Godalming GU7 3JE.
Opening hours: 10 am - 3 pm Monday, Tuesday and Friday.
Available equipment includes bed blocks, bed cradles, back rests, commodes, wheelchairs,
bed pans and urinals.
For further information please telephone 01482 429238.
POLICE
Police Community Support Officer:
e-mail:
Urgent calls:
Non-urgent and crime reporting

12010 Karen Phillips
waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
999
101

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATOR

01483 427249

Area 1
Area 2
Area 3
Area 4
Area 5
Area 6
Area 7
Area 8

01483 427249
01428 683871
01428 684213
01428 682940
01428 683625
01428 682067
01483 860264
01428 289132

Mrs Sally Marks
Mr Arthur Blackman
Miss Jane Woolley
Mrs Caroline Pitt
Mr Alf Hammond
Mr John Tidmarsh
Mr Ion Campbell
Mr Bryon Ware

Hydestile
Church Lane
Woodlands Road
Malthouse Lane
Cricket Green
Lane End
Feathercombe Lane
Hambledon Park

UTILITIES
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours

0800 3169800
0845 2780845
0800 0727282
0800 111 999
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors

Clerk

John Anderson
Mary Grove
Mike Parry
Paul Pattinson
Stewart Payne
Sean Sinnott
Philip Underwood
Caroline White
Email

01428 682666
01483 415815
01428 682303
01428 682000
01483 425250
01428 682735
01428 682742
01428 481956
clerkofhpc@outlook.com

Surrey County Councillor Mrs Victoria Young
Waverley Borough Councillors
Nick Holder
Anna James
GENERAL
Borough Hall

0203 65015995

Cinema, Borough Hall (Tickets & Information)

01483 523004

Library

01483 422743

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange deliveries

01428 682176

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office
(and see page 3 for more information)

01483 421267

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings

01428 683588

Train Information
Times and fares for all national services

0845 7484950

01428 682402
01428 682844
01483 523333

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without
transport: ring 01428 682959. If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390
VETERINARY SURGEONS
Milford Veterinary Hospital
37, New Road, Milford
Rivendell
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe
In an emergency, ring either number

01483 414747
01483 421833

Hambledon Village Shop, Deli/Café & Post Office Opening Times
Shop

Deli/Café

Post Office

Monday

8.30am – 5.00pm

9.00am – 4.00pm*

9.30am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm – 4.30pm

Tuesday

8.30am – 5.00pm

9.00am – 4.00pm*

9.30am – 12.30pm

Wednesday

8.30am – 5.00pm

9.00am – 4.00pm*

9.30am – 12.30pm

Thursday

8.30am – 5.00pm

9.00am – 4.00pm*

9.30am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm – 4.30pm

Friday

8.30am – 5.00pm

9.00am – 4.00pm*

9.30am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm – 4.30pm

Saturday

8.30am – 2.00pm

9.00am – 2.00pm**

9.30am – 12.30pm

Sunday

8.30am – 2.00pm

9.00am – 2.00pm**

Closed

* last orders for lunch at 2.30pm

** last orders for brunch at 1.00pm
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Puzzle Solutions
Crossword

Word Search
four
weeks
advent
coming
Jesus

justice
new
order
peace
eating

first
baby
return
triumph
second

drinking
celebrations
days
gifts
epiphany

establish
perfect

twelfth
decorations
revive

Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate
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