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Curate’s Column – October

T

“Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run”

hose just quoted are the opening lines from John Keats’ poem To Autumn. As I write this we
are experiencing what is colloquially known as an ‘Indian summer’ where there is warm and
calm weather in autumn, however I am very much looking forward to proper autumn. I relish
the colours of autumn that abound especially in places as beautiful as Hambledon.
If you read a copy of John Keats’ poem he paints a wonderful word-picture of autumn in nature. He
highlights the swelling gourds, plump hazel shells, the rosy hue of the sky and the gathering swallows in
the sky. Autumn is a rich season for colour and smells and there is a lot to celebrate in God’s creation.
The season changes as do our natural surroundings.
In the life of the church there has been change too. We welcome our new minister Simon Willetts,
thanking you who have given for his post. We also welcome a new youth minister, Anto, who arrived in
the summer. At the beginning of September we re-opened Busbridge Church following its reordering
(if you haven’t had the opportunity to see it please do come and visit).
Not all change is welcomed though. In society there is political upheaval across the parties and
government. Many are concerned with irreversible changes to our environment and climate. In our personal lives some of us have experienced the loss of a loved one or a particular friend, or a change of circumstances that we weren’t expecting.
Whilst some change is welcomed and some is not we can rely on an unchanging God as our source
of unshakeable hope. In The Bible, Psalm 62 begins like this:
Truly my soul finds rest in God;
my salvation comes from him.
Truly he is my rock and my salvation;
he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.
The writer then comments on how they are in a time of trial and suffering, but returns to point that
God is our rock and our fortress in whom we will never be shaken. Amongst all the changes personally,
locally and nationally I encourage you to take hope in God, for it is God who is our rock and our salvation, our fortress in whom we will never be shaken.
Some see autumn as a time when the natural world slows down and begins to rest ahead of winter.
The blooming of spring and fruitfulness of summer wind down, fruit and vegetables are harvested and
life slows down (unless you’re the one harvesting). The Psalmist comments that it is in God that their
soul finds rest. I wonder where your soul finds rest?
As the season changes I invite you to slow down, to reflect on where your soul find rest and in
whom your hope is founded and as you slow down why not appreciate the colours of autumn. I’ll leave
you with the ending of John Keats’ To Autumn:
Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft
The red-breast whistles from a garden-croft;
And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.

David Preece, Curate
Hambledon and Busbridge
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CHURCH CALENDAR
October 2019

Thursday 3rd October
6th October – Harvest
Mission Sunday

9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
____________________________________________________
9.15 am
Pre-service breakfast in the church room for all
10.30 am
Joint Harvest Service – Elam (see page 9)
____________________________________________________

Thursday 10th October

9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
____________________________________________________

13th October
17th Sunday after Trinity

9.00 am
Morning Prayer (BCP)
10.30 am
Morning Worship
____________________________________________________

Thursday 17th October

9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
____________________________________________________

Saturday 19th October

8.30-10 am Prayer Breakfast
A time to meet together for prayer: All are welcome.
____________________________________________________

20th October
18th Sunday after Trinity

9.00 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am
Holy Communion (CW)
____________________________________________________

Thursday 24th October

9-9.30 am

Morning Prayer

_________________________________________________________
* REMEMBER to turn
27th October
9.00 am GMT* Matins (BCP)
your clocks back before
Last Sunday after Trinity
10.30 am GMT* Morning Worship
2am on Sunday
____________________________________________________

Thursday 31st October
And in November
3rd November
4th Sunday before Advent
Thursday 7th November

9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
____________________________________________________
9.00 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am
Morning Worship
____________________________________________________
9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
___________________________________________________
Services at St John’s, Busbridge, in October

8.00 am
10.00 am
1st Sunday:
2nd Sunday:
3rd Sunday:
4th Sunday:

Holy Communion (CW – said)
Classic Service in Church:
Morning Worship
Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Worship
Holy Communion (CW)

Contemporary service in School:
All Age – Mark Puddephat
Morning Worship
Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Worship

– Groups for children of all ages in various locations: turn up and ask!
6.30 pm

Benefice Evening Worship:
1st Sunday: Holy Communion; 2nd, 4th Sundays: Evening Worship; 3rd Sunday: Unplugged
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PARISH & PEOPLE
This special issue has coverage of three major Village events in colour:
♦
The Village end of summer BBQ pages 25-27;
♦
Licensing of our new Associate Vicar pages 28-29; and
♦
The Village Show pages 30-32

Dick Partridge

W

e remember Dick who died on 22 August in
a Berkshire nursing home in his 97th year.
He and his wife Sylvie lived in Admers
Cottage on the Green for 20 years before moving to a
retirement flat in Kintsbury Berkshire a few years ago.
Dick will be remembered firstly as “the perfect
gentleman” a description which came first to the lips
of all who met or knew him well. For some years after
moving to Hambledon from Alfold Dick and Sylvie’s
interests were elsewhere although from the start Dick
waged war on his garden squirrels with some success.
He would be seen daily walking across the Green to

collect his newspaper and then for a time became the
“strawberry carrier” between Tuesley and the shop.
Sylvie also did a stint in the shop during its early
years.
We remember Dick’s 90th birthday party a real
village affair held at the Merry Harriers with a hog
roast and much besides.
He was a member of the Cranleigh branch of
Probus. Always kind and considerate, although dogged
for too long by ill health he managed to remain
cheerful. We extend our sympathy to Sylvie and remember good friends.

Commemorating John Stoneham
An amazing personality was commemorated with a memorial service
at a packed Guildford Cathedral, as Jane Woolley here reports, with
our thanks also and warm sympathies to Valerie Stoneham.

A

memorial service for John Stoneham, whose
all-to-sudden death on 31 July was reported in
the last issue of the Parish Magazine, was held
at Guildford Cathedral on 10 September. Hopefully
no-one in Surrey was in need of medical attention that
afternoon as the entire complement of surgeons,
doctors, anaesthetists and ambulance crews must have
been present, along with all generations of John’s
numerous family and the many friends he had made
over countless years.
There were over 600 people present to give
thanks for an amazing personality who did so much to
transform care, from emergency rescue and life support through so many subsequent programmes of healing. Helping others to up their skills was in his blood
– and he continued doing this right up to the moment
that illness prevented him from continuing.
But, as all those present learnt from the tributes
that were paid to John, that was only part of the story.

The theme of the service was, quite properly,
love: not only to celebrate John’s love for his family
and the love of his many of friends, from early school
days onwards, but also the love – and respect – accorded to John by his medical colleagues and by those
in the ambulance service to whom he had never ceased
to be an inspiration.
The memorial service was inter-generational :
the grandchildren played as important a role as did
those who were a good bit older; and through photographs and memorabilia (how did his briefcase ever
last that long?!).
John was there as much in person as in spirit.
It was a sad day in that saying good-bye to someone you have loved is always sad; but also one that
was full of happiness as so many people celebrated a
life that had been fully lived and that had made a huge
contribution to the lives – and in not a few cases the
saving of the lives – of many others.

British Legion Poppies will be on sale from 26 October
Hambledon Parish Magazine, October 2019, Page 6

It’s all about the roads
The good news is that the proposal to drive a new road through part of
Hambledon appears to have hit the buffers. And, unless you’re a petrolhead,
it’s also good news that Community Speed Watch is about to be introduced.

C

ouncillors came back from their summer break
to a busy agenda at their meeting on 10
September. Hambledon’s Waverley Borough
Councillors, Jan Floyd-Douglass and Trevor Sadler,
were also present, to assist in the discussions about
the proposed Dunsfold relief road and on-going
planning matters and to provide an insight to issues
raised at Borough level.
Councillors confirmed that they would be
attending a meeting on 27 September with regard to
the relief road at which they would raise questions
approved by the Parish Council. They also noted that
Cllr. Payne had been in touch with Colin Kemp,
Surrey County Councillor’s Deputy Leader, about the
issue and that, for now, it now appeared to be off the
table (see next story).
As regards Orchard Farm, it was noted that
objections relating to drainage issues had been withdrawn by Witley Parish Council. Furthermore, the
Surrey Hills Partnership was no longer objecting to the
future use of the adjacent land now that a potential

F

Parish Council

purchaser had come forward who, subject to the
appropriate permissions, intended to use the land for
agricultural purposes.
The Parish Council has secured a number of
railway sleepers and some ballast which have been
stored in readiness for installation on Bridleway 186.
Cllrs McKeith and Parry are looking at dates to get
volunteers on site to commence work before the
weather gets too inclement.
Further progress on Community Speed Watch is
also reported below. It is hoped to commence the
programme in September and October and thanks were
expressed to the volunteers who had so far given their
time for this cause. Anyone else who would still like
to participate is asked to get in touch with Cllr. Grove.
No major issues were reported by any of the
village organisations, which continued to make good
progress in their respective fields.
All Parish Council business, including meeting
minutes and current agendas can be found on the
village website: www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk.

Relief road across the Surrey Hills – proposal scrapped

ollowing efforts by the Parish Council and several Hambledon residents, an assurance has
been given that the proposal for a new relief
road to be built across the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty will not be pursued. The idea
was put forward by the Guildford Society, to relieve
traffic on the A281 when Dunsfold Aerodrome is developed. It envisaged building a new road, routed
through the Surrey Hills at Burgate Farm, Feathercombe and Hydestile to link the development with an
enlarged Milford station and the A3.
At a recent meeting of the Surrey County Council ‘s Waverley Local Committee, Colin Kemp, deputy leader of SCC, said he would ask his officers to
consider whether to conduct a feasibility study into
the proposal.
Hambledon Parish Council expressed its opposition to the idea to Mr Kemp who has now replied as
follows: “I have read a lot of paperwork and had
many conversations on this matter to get a true understanding of the issue. On the main point of the question, which was a relief road, I believe the environmental and local impact would be too great, don’t

F

Hambledon

believe this could be delivered and should not be pursued any further. Having said that, it has become
clear to me that, with all the planned developments
around this area, we need to look at the road network
and identify pinch points through the route and see if
there are any local improvement schemes that would
ease congestion and then see if we can identify funding for these. I am sorry if this caused concern but I
don’t believe in saying no just because somebody else
did. If I am asked a question, I will always consider
evidence before giving a formal response.”
The matter was also taken up by concerned residents at Feathercombe, leading to local MP Jeremy
Hunt contacting SCC on their behalf. He received a
reply from Gill Steward, executive director for community protection, transport and environment, in
which she reiterated Colin Kemp’s assurance that,
following a thorough review, he had concluded that
the scheme was not viable and that it would have a
significant environmental impact on the communities
along its route. There was no intention to undertake
any further studies or investigation of the
proposal
so it is to be hoped that will be the end of the matter.

Look Out - Community Speed Watch is about!

ourteen villagers have so far volunteered and
attended training by Surrey Police who have
also loaned £1,400 of equipment for their use.
Their purpose is to encourage drivers to drive more
slowly - not to issue speeding tickets!
Radar guns are used and registration numbers of
vehicles exceeding the speed limit will be forwarded

to Surrey Police. Initially warning letters will be
issued and the information will be stored for police
access across the county - an offence elsewhere will
then be more likely to attract an immediate summons.
But none of this will bother residents who drive
considerately and within speed limits!
Mary Grove
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around the village
What’s happening . . . ..in and

will run 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd October

Celebrate ‘Older Person’s Day’
on Tuesday 1 October at
The Clockhouse from 1.30pm
A delicious cream tea & afternoon entertainment
Keith will sing through the decades so come
and celebrate with a sing-along. Requests will be taken!
Why not join us for a delicious home cooked lunch before.
Bingo and a luxury raffle. You might even want to try our exercise class!
If you don’t know the Clockhouse please come and see what we have to offer.

manager@clockhouse.org.uk or phone 01483 420668
On Thursday 3 October, Carol Brown a local historian who worked at Guildford Museum
for many years, is coming to talk to us about the Suffragette movement in the Surrey Hills
area. The local Suffrage Society was prominent in the fight for women’s right to
vote, over a hundred years ago. Do come along to hear how the ‘Surrey Gals’ (and their men!)
fought for Women’s Suffrage – which we now take for granted – a fascinating evening. We look
forward to seeing you at 8pm in Busbridge Old Rectory and we’ll have a drink and nibbles before
Carol begins her talk. All very welcome! NB Please put your diary: Saturday 7 December, for
our Charity Quiz Night in Busbridge Village Hall at 7.30pm. Details to follow but tickets will be
available soon at the same price as last year, £12 to include a tasty supper and delicious desserts.
Quizmaster team: Alan Betts and Dudley Hilton. You won’t want to miss this!
Membership is £18 per year, and £5 per evening for visitors. Cheques to Nexus, please. Subscriptions & fees
cover speakers’ gifts, drinks, nibbles, tea/coffee & donations to charities. Our 2019 charity is: Hydon Hill
Cheshire Home. Janet Harvey, 01483-423264 / Kate Kaye, 01483-415296, or www.bhcgodalming.org/groups

Friday 4 October 8pm

Friday 18 October 8pm

ROCKETMAN (2019) An epic musical fantasy
SOMETIMES ALWAYS NEVER (2018) Alan,
about uncensored human story of Sir Elton
a stylish tailor with
John’s breakthrough years
moves as sharp as his
through to the 1980s.
suits, spent years
book
tickets
online
With Taron Egerton as Sir
searching
tirelessly for
chiddingfoldcinerna.corn
Elton John, Jamie Bell as
Tickets £6 Adults, his missing son MiBernie Taupin (Sir Elton
chael. With his family
£3 for under 15s
John's song-writing part(where permitted)
torn apart, Alan must
ner of 50 years, who has a
repair the relationship
chance meeting with Elton in the late
with his youngest son Peter and
1960s after they both applied for and
solve mystery of online player who he thinks could
were rejected from a job at a record
be Michael, so he can finally move on and reunite
company).
his family. Elegant off-beat comedy, carried off
It will be a long time before a rock
with flair. Stars Bill Nighy, Jenny Agutter,
biopic captures the highs and lows of an artist's life
Alexi Sayle,Tim McInnery,Sam Riley & Alice Lowe
like Rocketman! c.2 hrs, 15 Min Interval Cert 15
c.1 hr31 mins + 15 Min Interval Cert 12A
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COME AND JOIN GODALMING CHORAL SOCIETY
on Tuesdays for rehearsals for Concert Saturday 14 December:
Rutter: Gloria & Vaughan Williams: Fantasia on Christmas Carols
Other works in our 2019/20 season include: Mozart: Requiem and Handel: Acis and Galatea
Led by our talented Musical Director, Sam Hayes We meet 7.30pm in Wilfrid Noyce
Centre, Crown Court, Godalming, GU7 1DY. If you enjoy singing and would like to join a
progressive, friendly choir achieving high standards & exciting performances, come join us.
Details: secretary@godalmingchoral.org.uk, go to godalmingchoral.org.uk, or come any
Reg. Charity 254800
Tuesday evening. We look forward to meeting you!

Sunday 6 October at Hambledon Church
Harvest breakfast from 9.15am.
Harvest Service: 10.30.
Our harvest charity will be Elam Ministries, which works with Iranians and people
from the neighbouring countries. It was founded in 1990 by senior Iranian church
leaders with a vision to serve the growing church in the Iran region.
From the beginning, Elam's passion was to train and equip Iranian Christians to reach their countrymen.
An Elam representative will speak at our service, and the Collection is for Elam Ministries.
Also harvest items will be gratefully received for The Cellar in Crown Court, which has a tremendous ministry
to those in the town and around of those who have fallen on hard times (and anybody can go in for a cuppa !).
They would particularly like donations of the following:
toilet rolls, cleaning products, soap powder,
toiletries, sauces, pickles, tinned tuna, tinned beans, tea bags, coffee,
child-friendly cereal (not muesli). (no thank you to soup, pasta or rice).
Please bring your donations to the church on 6 October.

Prime Time Walk & Pub Lunch
Saturday 12 October Walk starts at 10.30am

The walk is relatively flat, with little ascent or descent and
there are a few benches along the walk, which will enable us
Enjoy a 2 mile walk led by Chris Garner,
to rest if we need to! Depending on the weather the week beWe meet at 10.30am in The Percy Arms car park,
fore, it could be muddy under foot. On the walk is one of the
Dorking Road, Chilworth, for Walk.
finest examples of this type of gunpowder works in Europe.
Then Lunch at The Percy Arms, at 12.30am

Chilworth Gunpowder Mills Trail

To: Prime Time*, Busbridge&Hambledon Church Office,
Old Rectory Gardens, Godalming, GU7 1XB,
BOOKING FORM Prime Time Walk & Pub Lunch
I/we would like to come 12 October, joining:
 walk (10.30am start)  lunch at (12.30pm)
Name(s) ____________________________________
Address ____________________________________
___________________________________________
Phone _______________ Email _________________
Transport Required; Transport offer for ___people
* 01483 421267, Email: primetime@bhcgodalming.org

Coffee Morning
Tuesday 15 October, 11am in the Church Room
and the third Tuesday each month

(and Hearing Aid Clinic)

All welcome – do come
For more information and help with transport call Jacqui Rook – 01428 684390
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The Clockhouse Cinema presents
Fisherman's Friends
Friday 18 October, at The Clockhouse,
Chapel Lane, Milford, GU8 5EZ
Based on true story of Port Isaac’s Fisherman’s Friends,
a group of Cornish fishermen from Port Isaac who were
signed by Universal Records and achieved a top 10 hit
with their debut album of traditional sea shanties. (12A)

Doors open 6.45, film starts 7.30pm. Tickets £5
www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-clockhouse-milford or
from The Clockhouse 01483 420668 or email
manager@clockhouse.org.uk Reg. Charity No. 1059045

Sat 26 October Halloween Pumpkin Carving Contest at Village Shop
Entry forms in the Village Shop 1st week of October

Prizes for every child in costume
Saturday,9 November 8.30 am
Do come and join us for The next Ladies Breakfast on Saturday 9 November at
the Golf Club in Enton, when Penny Naylor will be speaking. All ladies very welcome.
Do bring your friends. Penny works for Busbridge&Hambledon Church. She is coordinator of Prime Time
programme for older people and runs a befriending scheme for those in the area who benefit from
regular visits.
TICKETS £9 will be on sale at Hambledon Village Shop 21 October to 5 November.
The Wintershall Nativity Play Wed 18-Sun 22 December The critically acclaimed production presented both
outdoors in the rolling landscape of Wintershall Estate, and inside the intimate Holly Barn. 50 volunteer actors in
biblical costumes, and a cast of sheep, donkeys, horses and a sheepdog, take the audience on foot from the open air
into the atmospheric, candle-lit barn, as the story of how Jesus changed the world unfolds with songs and music
and joyful carolling. Enjoy the real story of Christmas brought to life. Mince pies and hot drinks available before
and after performance. To book call 01793 418299 or book online at www.wintershall.org.uk.

Hambledon Village Christmas Party
Saturday 14 December at The Village Hall

Dance to Toxic Sausage • Licensed bar, including Vann Lane Gin Bar • “Grazing Boards” • Raffle
Tickets available at £15 each from 1 October at The Village Shop, or online at hambledonfestival.co.uk
All proceeds to be split between Cancer Research and Village Organisations
If you have a suitable prize for the raffle, please leave it at the Village Shop
Tickets onon-line at hambledonfestival.co.uk or at The Village Shop

Tuesday 24 December

Christmas Eve SingSing-along at The Village Shop
Mulled wine, mince pies and more
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From summer to yummy soups The Village Shop
Martin reports on the Village Shop news in the late summer sun:
the sad departure of Alex, the work done to create a successful BBQ,
a 5 Star EHO inspection and exciting future events down at the shop.

F

irst, thanks to everyone who helped, supported
and attended our late summer BBQ. A super
day and please see full BBQ write up (page 25)
To start with an important note: Alex resigned as shop
manager having come to the decision that it wasn’t a
career for him. We wish him all the best in the future.
A very busy September with wonderful sun,
cricket, events and lots of visitors to our shop with
grazing abundant outside on our new benches.
As we head into autumn please give us a visit as
we have yummy hot soups and hearty bakes as well as
a super assortment of delights on our deli counter
made freshly, daily by our wonderful professionals.
We couldn’t run our community shop without
our super team of professionals and volunteers, I salute
you all. A huge thank you to all our customers, old and
new who enjoyed and supported us over the summer.

A huge well done to Sophie Keir and all the
team present on the day of a visit from Environmental
Health Officials, with a 5 star food safety rating once
again being achieved. This is testament to all Village
Shop workers who deliver such high standards of hygiene and food safety, day-in and day-out at our fantastic Village Shop. It is a pleasure to work with such a
caring and dedicated team, which make us so safe and
thorough with their due diligence – well done and
thanks to all.
Finally from me – we at the shop have several
permanent volunteer shifts we would like to fill...If
you can help or fill any of these please come and visit
or talk to us at the shop...
Thank you all very much for all your continued
support and custom at the village shop, and hope to see
you there.

Can I take this opportunity to highlight events to put or note in your diaries or calendars coming up
later this year. Please try and come along as these were fab events last year – so enjoyed by so many...
Halloween Pumpkin Carving Contest,
Saturday 26 October
Entry forms in shop 1st
week of October
Prizes for each child in costume

Christmas Eve SingSing-along at Shop,
Tuesday 24 December
Mulled wine, mince pies and more

Ups and downs of weather phenomena
Too much rain followed by serious drought – bad for Earthworm and the farmers but
many others have welcomed late summer sunshine, the evening skies, a hot bank holiday weekend.

T

here is a real feel of autumn in the air, muses
Earthworm from the middle of his huge heap
where at least it is damp and a bit moist. He is
really struggling with the drought. The dry ground
makes burrowing just so hard and, after weeks with so
little rain that has really soaked in, the garden is taking
its toll. Leaves are dropping from the trees, more like
a November fall, and plants are shrivelling.
It is hard to remember that we did actually have a
lot of rain in mid-August – just when the farmers were
trying to cut their corn so they were not happy, having
got off to a flying start in July.
By the end of the month most had harvested half
their crops. It is a serious set-back for them when the
weather turns on them in this way.
They have
to continue cutting when they can; but then have the
expense of drying the corn in kilns (if they have them).
Now, of course, they are struggling to get their wintersown crops into a bone dry earth. Who would be a
farmer, muses Earthworm.
One loves this autumn sunshine and it still has
warmth, enough to take meals outside until tea time.
But for gardeners one must either let nature take its
course or face large metered water bills.

Another consequence of this September sunshine
has been staggeringly beautiful sunsets, not quite
every evening but more often than Earthworm thinks
is usual. How many people, he wonders, saw the
amazing, almost surreal, pink rainbow just as the sun
was setting? As his readers know, Earthworm is
always interested in sky phenomena. It is all to do
with a thicker atmosphere that the sunlight has to pass
through at sunset. This results in more air molecules
and dust which scatter the shorter light wavelengths,
getting rid of the indigo, violet and green. This low
sun makes the rainbow appear high in the sky which
increases the drama. Quite a sight!
We have had the last of the year’s bank holidays
and, yes, the late August one was record-breakingly
hot! For over fifty years only one in three bank
holidays has been dry and the rest an awful mix of
howling winds and torrential rain – grey, dull and
dreary. What a change and, at last, a bonus for all
those end-of-summer village fêtes, trips to the sea and
outing treats before it was back to school in early
September or to university for this month.
Earthworm wishes them all well on this big stage
of life’s progress.
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A bit of TLC for The Village Pond
We probably take the pond by the Village Shop for granted: a piece of Hambledon that’s always been
there and quietly looks after itself. But, as the following by Philip Underwood makes clear, that’s far from
the case. So he and Hambledon Football Pitch expert Martyn and Councillor Mary Grove do the job.

A

t the beginning of the year I was late to notice
that the sill by the road was blocked by
sedges, allowing the duckweed to gain a hold.
Despite removing it, there was never enough rain, plus
the wind in the right direction afterwards, to clear the
weed over the sill. I tried a small amount of cleaning
but it was too much for my feet and, fearing that I
might fall over and never be seen again, I had to stop.

Martyn at work – assisted by Mary (after falling in!)

Take-over by the sedges

At which point Mary Grove volunteered herself and
husband Martyn to help. Martyn took to the task like a
duck to water. Quietly and serenely he moved around
the water, pushing the weed to the edge where we
could remove it.
Martyn at work

The pair of them did this many times until, as the
photograph below shows, we had a clear pond – and
the water lilies have never looked better. A magnificent job and many thanks to them. I think they have a
task for life!
Clear for the lilies

Funeral
Walking through the churchyard one day, a minister came across his six-year-old son burying a dead
sparrow. With sonorous dignity the son was using the prayer that he thought his father always said:
“Glory be unto the Faaather, and unto the Sonnn, and into the hole he goooes.”
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What’s happening at ...
After the Fashion Show… Come October, whether you’re
a film fanatic or a theatre buff, there’s a treat in store for you.
So hurry up and buy your tickets –

The Village Hall

Hambledon Film Night
Friday 4 October, 7.30 for 8pm
The Village Hall Committee presents
Fisherman’s Friends
A gentle comedy based on a true story.
A fast-living, cynical London music executive (Daniel
Mays) heads to a remote Cornish village on a stag
weekend where he's pranked by his boss (Noel Clarke)
into trying to sign a group of shanty-singing fishermen
(led by James Purefoy).
Bar serving soft and alcoholic drinks, tea, coffee, cake
and popcorn!
Tickets £5 available from the Village Shop.

Theatre at Hambledon –
Friday 11 October, 7.30 pm
In conjunction with Farnham Maltings, the Village
Hall Committee presents the award-winning theatre
makers, Little Bulb, for an enchanting evening of
storytelling and song. Mountain Music takes you on a
journey from ancient Celtic folk to modern American
country music. Expect beautiful harmonies, swinging
country music and a good old-fashioned hoe-down.
Tickets £12 from the Village Shop (£10 for under-16s)
or online from Eventbrite. A booking fee will apply to
all online sales. Also see insert to this magazine.
The rise of selfself-employment
Those aged over 50 now make up nearly half of all self-employed workers. That is about 2.27
million people, up from 1.45 million a decade ago. And almost one in five of the self-employed
work-force is over 60.
There’s good reason why older people turn to self-employment. With a rising state pension
age and a longer life expectancy, they need the money. But companies tend to discriminate
against older people who have had to take time out of their careers, perhaps to look after grandchildren or an elderly relative. So many older people have no choice but to venture into the world
of self-employment, to make ends meet.
But it is not all bad news. As one researcher points out: “Self-employment can offer
opportunities for flexible, fulfilling and rewarding work.”
The study was done by Rest Less, a jobs and advice site catering for older people.
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THE DEAN DIARIES (continued)

Tommy – and roses and cottages
Howards End in real life: an intriguing parallel played out here in Hambledon at The Hurst.
Stephen Dean, great grandson of Tommy, tells the story.

‘O

nly connect the prose and the passion, and
both will be exalted’, wrote E.M. Forster
in Howards End. During the course of the
novel Margaret Schlegel, who like her sister Helen is
consumed by a passion for the arts, perhaps rather improbably marries the philistine man of business Henry
Wilcox. Part of the recent BBC dramatization was
filmed at Hambledon Hurst, overlooking the cricket
green. There is an intriguing parallel in real life.

Tommy in the rose garden, 1926

Winton Dean’s grandparents first came to
Hambledon during the Great War. Tommy Van Gruisen, a businessman in the fruit trade at Liverpool,
married one of two artistic sisters, Florence Isaacs.
Although descended from a line of Dutch organbuilders, Tommy had no interest in the arts. Despite
his family’s profession he was not only unmusical; he
was tone-deaf. He told Winton that he had only once
been to a concert in his life and once to an opera. The
concert was given by Sousa and his band in Liverpool;
he could not remember the name of the opera, but it
was the silliest stuff – the hero was pulled on to the
stage by a goose. The opera was evidently Lohengrin.
All Florrie’s friends thought she was making a
foolish mistake but the marriage was a success.
Tommy was a man of striking honesty and the most
upright standards. It was this rocklike sense of values
on which the marriage was founded. Winton’s grandmother often told him this, pointing out that her artistic
and cultural interests could always be satisfied by
friends and relatives. She married him because she
could rely on him absolutely. As she put it, common
tastes are a luxury; principles are what count.
Winton’s grandfather was baptised Albert Henry.
He was known in the family as Bertie.

Florrie decided that this was not a suitable name.
At first, when her friends asked her what she called
him, she replied that she did not have to call him – he
was always there. Then she settled on Tommy, and
Tommy he became, not only to contemporaries but to
his children and grandchildren. He was also known as
the Colonel, on account of his upright bearing, firm
handshake and trim little moustache; for a long time
Winton thought he really was a colonel (photo).
Tommy had his formidable side, particularly as a young man. He was
partly educated in Germany after the
Franco-Prussian War and perhaps
retained a touch of Prussian rigour,
though this was leavened by a delightful sense of humour.
Tommy and Florrie first rented
Hambledon Hurst, a little cottage
with no running water, bathroom or
electric light, in 1916. They acquired
it two years later as a summer residence.
In 1919 they employed the Arts
and Crafts architect C.F.A Voysey to
design a large extension. As he
neared retirement, Tommy purchased
other properties in Hambledon, including the house
next door, Chart Cottage, Malthouse Farm, Mervil
Cottage and Mann’s Cottage, all bordering the garden.
After the outbreak of war in 1939 Tommy and
Florrie gave up their flat in London and lived permanently at Hambledon.
The village did not escape the bombing.

Mann’s Cottage
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On 23 October 1940 Winton noted in his diary:
‘7.10 this evening a heavy bomb landed on one of our
cottages at Hambledon, completely obliterating it and
killing five of the six occupants’. This was Mann’s
Cottage, the former blacksmith’s cottage next to the
old smithy. The empty lot was soon under cultivation,
no doubt by the occupant of Mervil Cottage, with
washing hanging on a line. After the war Heath Cottage rose in its place.

Tommy by George HallHall-Neale

‘I want to pump ship.’ ‘Beg pardon, sir? ‘
‘I want to PUMP SHIP.’
‘Very good, sir. I’ll find a tree, sir.’

The empty lot

An early postcard, see below, shows a mysterious second building, straddling the gardens of the 17th
century Mervil Cottage and Mervil Bottom but evidently of later date, which no longer exists. 1 and 2
Black Cottages were without any modern facilities and
by the 1950s were in a very poor state, according to
Brian Baldry, who saw them in August 1958. They
were demolished later that year and not replaced.
In about 1925 Tommy built Nos. 1 & 2 Redroof
on Malthouse Lane as staff accommodation (see Hambledon in Peace and War, March 2018). No. 2 was
intended for his chauffeur. It was not then considered
necessary to include a bathroom or an inside toilet.
Voysey’s fine motor house,
with elm boarding above its
triple doors, can be seen in
a hand-coloured slide of
Tommy in the rose garden
in 1926; the rear of a primitive motor vehicle can be
discerned through the arch
of roses, see previous page.
As a boy Winton recalled a long car journey
with his grandparents.
Tommy suddenly called out
to the chauffeur, an elderly
man almost as deaf as himself:
‘Monk!’ Silence.
‘MONK!’ ‘Yes, sir?’

Monk, generally a silent man much in
awe of a dominating wife, told Winton that in
his opinion the only use for Belisha beacons
was to prevent dogs using door-posts. He was
apt to be vague about names, and referred to
Winton’s friend Philip Radcliffe’s mother as
Mrs Ratworthy.
As children Winton and his brothers, who
lived in London with their mother, always spent
Christmas Day with the grandparents at 82
Portland Place, fetched by Monk in the car.
One Christmas there was a fog so thick that
visibility was reduced to barely a yard. Monk
drove very cautiously at walking-pace, but even
so collided head-on with a lamp-post; the
brothers thought this a splendid adventure.
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It’s the fab five!
For the first time in its 100 year-plus existence the Dons are putting out
five teams. With all of them in action and off to good starts, and with record
numbers signed on for the club, it all bodes well for the forthcoming season.

T

he First team have had some strong players join
them over the summer. The Club is now
playing at the highest level in its history,
competing in the Surrey Intermediate Premier
Division. They got off to a good start, drawing their
first game 2v2 away to a young and talented Cranleigh
side with new signing James Mariner scoring his first
goal for the club and Tom Winter also on target. They
could have won the game if Kuda and Jamie Grove
had been able to capitalise on late chances.
Unfortunately the first home game against
University of Surrey was called off after 10 minutes
after a Uni player suffered a very nasty leg break. We
wish him a speedy recovery.

It’s also unfortunate that Hambledon reserves are
yet to play this season as their game against Surrey
Uni was called off due to the students being unable to
field a side. The game will be rescheduled later in the
season.
Hambledon A got off to a great start, winning 42 against a very young and spirited Laleham and
Kempton side, with Connor Martin scoring all four
goals for the Dons.
The Vets campaign kicked off with a bruising
encounter away to Ropley as Lewis Prosser suffered a
nasty eye injury from a stray elbow. After following
behind, Marlon Gibson scored the equaliser before an
OG gave Hambledon all three points.
For the first time Hambledon fielded a Reserve
Vets teams. They also got off to a good start with a
5v4 thriller against the Badger Vets. Steve Gardner
and Ian Hollamby scored in the first half before Alan
Eggleton came off the bench to grab a hat-trick.
With on-field numbers so good we are always
looking for more volunteers at the club to help offfield. Even if you can only manage a few times a
season your input would be a massive help. Please
contact Matt Kiley at hambledonfc@gmail.com for
more information.
We hope to welcome you down to Badger Park
soon.
Come On You Dons !

Extreme rambler exceeds
As just about all of you know, I did a sponsored walk on 15 September to raise
money for Citizens Advice on the occasion of its 80th birthday. Citizens Advice
set me a target of 10 miles; I set myself a target of £1,000. But how wrong I was!

I

t was a glorious day: perfect weather, magnificent
scenery, good walking conditions and excellent
company. We set off from the Citizens Advice
office in Haslemere and walked across National Trust
land along the Serpent Trail and then up Blackdown,
reaching the top at the Temple of the Winds where
crystal clear views stretched across the Weald and the
South Downs to the sea. I’ve seen nothing better.
Then it was onwards (and downwards!) through
the Blackdown estate vineyards to Fernhurst where
the Red Lion welcomed us for lunch; after which we

meandered gently along the bottom of Blackdown to
return to Haslemere. It certainly didn’t feel like 10
miles but it truly was!
That was the good part. But the best part is that,
thanks to the incredible support I received from so
many villagers, I raised over 50 per cent more than my
target. Over £1,500 has reached Citizens Advice
Waverley via your on-line donations, cheques and
cash, nearly all of which were gift aided. I am overwhelmed by your generosity: thank you all so much.
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Jane Woolley

Hambledon are the champions
The difference between first and second can be less than 1 point,
… and that was what gave Hambledon the lead over Ashtead CC,
thus winning them The League. Not the only fine result.
Well done HCC !

T

his year Hambledon came first in the Surrey
Village Cricket League, averaging 20.86 points
against Ashford’s 19.87 after Ashford amassed
the full 28 points from their final game. Hambledon
therefore did really well: Ryan Luff topped the batting
statistics with 748 runs at an average of 124.67 and a
highest score of 180 not out; and Chas Pusey came
top of the bowling with 115.3 overs, 458 runs at an
average of 17.31 and best bowling of 3 for 34. Maybe
next year Hambledon will pull it off!
In the meantime Andrew Dunn reports on the
Friendly XI matches against Medstead on 1 September
and Unabombers on the following Sunday.
This was the first time we had played against
Medstead for a few years. Thinking we were bowler
heavy, and with one man due to leave early, Medstead
were invited to bat first. Nathan and Josh opened the
bowling with some variable bounce on offer down the
hill. Both were soon amongst the wickets and the
Medstead openers were removed for 10 and eight, both
caught. Nathan then had their number 3 caught
behind for nine, sparking another solid display with
the gloves from Mr. Abbott. At this point young Miss
Abbott was overhead saying “I hope Daddy plays well
– then we can get takeaway”. Nathan took a break
after five overs to save two for later. He was replaced
by Sean B who promptly engineered two wickets to
leave Medstead 50 odd for seven. We could all see the
fear in Andrew’s eyes as he and Mrs. W rushed to
arrange tea. For the sake of a match Sean B left the
attack and league hero Bob was told his match fee
could be redeemed for an afternoon in the umpire’s
coat. Gavin and Sean S dutifully brought about two
further dismissals whilst charitably allowing the runs
to creep towards three figures. Andy had two good
stumpings, one to a young lad who rode his luck too
long. Ross had three overs including our only maiden.
Mark P then removed the tail with two consecutive
and identical balls (hat-trick ball next time out…),
which left Medstead 117 all out after 26.2 overs.
After a good tea from the Williamsons we set
about hitting 118 from 35 overs. Nathan and Gavin
opened the batting as a rarely-seen pair of teacher and
pupil. The teacher was out for seven, no doubt distracted by the requirement to have tea with the new
head teacher later that afternoon. The pupil hit a decent
22 before he was out, no doubt distracted by the
thought of two years’ further education beginning that
week. Sean S came in at 3 with Andy A for company
at 5 after the skipper shamefully returned to the
pavilion for a duck. Sean’s dodgy hamstring soon
received some tough physio with Andy calling for two
at any opportunity. Sean played another good innings
(not out for 30) and Andy hit a nice score ( 54 not out,
including a couple of big sixes). We hit 121 off exactly
25 overs: job done – and the Abbotts got takeaway!

Unabombers are a travelling team against whom
we always lose. They arrived keen for another victory,
despite being two men down. We offered them two
fielders and agreed that one of their batsmen could
come out again in the event we went through nine;
and their skipper, Nick Holmes, agreed to be sporting
about his selection.
Holmes won the toss and elected to bat. 40 overs
each was agreed, with a maximum of seven per
bowler. Nathan and Bob opened for us and Bob had
two for 20 after five overs, having removed the
opposition’s dangerous nos. 1 and 3 for two and 23
respectively. Unfortunately wickets evaded Nathan on
this occasion but it was great to see Felix Wood
coming down the hill and bowling some unplayable
deliveries. Josh charged up the hill and was unlucky
not to be rewarded with a wicket this time.
Unabombers always seem to have strength in
depth and it was no surprise that their no. 2 hit a half
century and their no. 4 got into the 40s. It was therefore a delight to see our man Jamie “Mckinzie" (as the
book describes him) clean bowl both of them. Skipper
Holmes also hit a half century and appeared keen for a
ton before Sean B bowled him for 67. Chase replaced
Josh and thought he would spice things up with some
off spin; but fortunately some industrial language
from the boundary made him revert to pace. Surprise
surprise, he then took two wickets, one of which was
with a fine catch from Felix at gully. Unabombers
finished with 253 for seven.
Tea was a Woody special, featuring fine cheese
and home roasted chicken legs which would have fed
the village. Many thanks to him and Emma.
We set about the target with Woody and Chase
both looking good as openers. Woody’s 27 included
six fours. Chase was also dealing in boundaries (six
consecutive fours) and was soon in the 40s. He then
made the mistake of looking at the book when the
orange squash came out and was bowled for 45. In at
3 came Sean B who, after a few regulation fours,
clubbed two sixes and we began to wonder if this
might be the year to beat Unabombers. Sean Sinnott
made the mistake of not borrowing the skipper’s bat
and he duly fell for three. Andy had kept well (again)
and came in at 5, hoping to win the match with Sean
B; but he was unfortunately caught behind for 13.
That brought Mckinzie to the crease who duly picked
up the singles to rotate the strike and clubbed two of
his own boundaries. Sean brought up his ton with a
massive six and in the 38th over we won the match
with another big six from Sean. Result: 254 for four –
magnificent!
The winners of the 1st Fund raising 100 Club
draw (October) are:
1st prize £50.00 - no. 65 – Martins
2nd prize £30.00 - no. 79 – Simon Cooper
3rd prize £20.00 - no. 13 – Lott
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Unearthing some choice history
Old magazines, old motorcycles, old photos are all grist to
the mill for Ross, as well as some earthy comments about the
roads, with a new feature worthy of the Heritage Society

I

have just discovered a gadget that work! As I was
putting my old motorcycle to bed for the winter, I
was preparing to drain the fuel tank as petrol goes
stale after a few months when I saw an advert in
Classic Bike magazine. It read Fuel Diamond stops
stale petrol and neutralises ethanol problems. So I
phoned 01403 754173 and ordered a couple then
popped them in my petrol tank. As you know, Jan and
I have had a bit of a bad year, so I didn’t get around to
trying to start the bike til August. It started second
kick! So if you have any old vintage machines, to save
the draining the tank just drop two of these in. I know
this sounds like an advert, but I am not getting paid –
honest! And it’s made in England – Sussex to be exact.
Did you know that our mag is read in Sussex?
Well nor did I but I got a letter from someone who
lives near Boxgrove Priory and they found an old

magazine with my article on Boxgrove Priory in it. It
has a Roman ruin next to the church and in the churchyard is buried the first American airman to die in the
Second World War. His name was Fisk and a new
window in his honour was added a few years ago.

This lady (who does not want to be named) has
sent some history and it goes as follows: The monks of
Boxgrove came from the Abbey of Lessay, not far
from Cherbourg in Normandy. The lands, income and
Saxon church in Boxgrove were given to the Abbey by
the first Norman Lord of Halnaker in 1105AD. Three
monks were sent over to administer the property and
began to build the present church. Nothing remains
now of the Saxon minster recorded in Domesday.
There are still links to the parish of Lessay which uses
their monastic church as we do here.
As I write
this (late August)
Lane End has
been closed for
road works for
three days so far.
So, a trip
to the Harriers
one has to go
down to Milford,
via Station Lane
and Hambledon
Road! A trip to
the village shop
– down Petworth
Road, turn left
just after the
Winterton Arms
then left down
Vann Lane. Can
we claim any money back? The pub and the shop must
be suffering! Road works lasted four days!
Having taken photos around the village for about
35-40 years I thought that I would start a new bit to
Ramblings: The Way We Were. These are taken at
Auntie Rose’s 101st birthday in 1995.

One third of young children have never been to the butcher’s or greengrocer’s
That is the finding of a survey by Nationwide Building Society. They also found that one in four youngsters of primary school age do not know what a high street is.
The survey comes amidst concerns that the future of Britain’s high street is bleak. A recent
report by Retail Economics predicts that half of UK retail transactions will be online within a decade,
as opposed to a fifth of all transactions at present.
In the past ten years, big chains have disappeared, including Woolworths, BHS, and Toys R
Us. And Homebase and Marks & Spencer are closing many shops,. The survey found that 75 per
cent of children said that their parents mostly shopped at a supermarket, and 40 per cent had parents who shopped mostly online. MPs urge towns to develop a unique selling point, in order to attract
shoppers.
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Exploring far and near
Last month’s long walk, led by The Three Graces, was taken from
Fancy Free Walks and visited Chawton where Jane Austen spent her last eight years.
The short walk didn’t venture quite so far afield – and was a very select affair!

T

here were just three people on the short walk,
since most participants were either on holiday or indisposed. It was approximately 4.5
miles, starting from Shere and passing through the
Albury estate where we visited the small church and
admired the Pugin chapel. We ended the walk at
The Dabbling Duck where we had some cold drinks
in the shade of the trees in their pretty garden.
The long walk, on 10 September, started at
Chawton giving one a chance to see Jane Austen’s
last home, now converted into a museum. It is an
easy, flat walk that takes you through wonderful
long grass meadows next to the Caker stream and
has several surprises along the way, not least the
number of stiles!
We began the walk from the car park next to
Cassandra’s tearoom, opposite Jane Austen’s house,
and followed a narrow footpath up a short incline to
emerge into a meadow with sheep grazing contentedly.

The walk follows many such meadows with
good views to open countryside and many wooded
hills, known locally as ‘hangers’ and including Berry
Hill.
The route went into the village of Farringdon
(which means Ferry Hill) and passes some attractive
cottages before reaching the entrance to a perfect
country church full of interest. All Saints dates from
the 1100s with additions from all centuries. There are
reportedly two original wall paintings to be seen
inside, though we only spotted one; and, outside, two
ancient yew trees in the churchyard that are older than
the church.

We then walked back to the village centre where
an astounding sight greets you: a huge red brick
building which looks like a Victorian college or railway terminus hotel planted into a country
village of thatched cottages.
This very imposing edifice is
known as ‘Massey’s Folly’ and
was built by the Reverend T.H.
Massey who was the rector in
the village for 62 years. He employed only one bricklayer, doing much of the work himself;
but he died before it was completed, taking the purpose of the
building to his grave. It was
finally put to use as a village hall
by various groups.
The final stage of the
walk took us along the
old disused Meon Valley railway, and under a
bridge with interesting
art work on it then along
a wide path with fields
and trees on each side,
to arrive back at the
tearooms where we enjoyed a very good lunch.

Walks in October –
dates to be advised
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Farringdon
All Saints Church
porch

Puzzle Page
Crossword
ACROSS
1 Homeless wanderer (5)
5 Habitual (5)
8 Upward movement (6)
9 Plant’s ‘feet’ (5)
10 Blemishes (5)
12 Menace, danger (6)
13 Acute apprehension (5)
15 Have another stab at (5)
17 Gentle (6)
19 (Had) avowed (5)
21 Force (5)
22 On the beach (6)
23 Shoot from cover (5)
24 Dreary song (5)

DOWN
1 Old Mongol and
Turk warriors (7)
2 Included in, within (5)
3 Verb form expressing
time gone (4,5)
4 Trace of a wound (4)
5 Spouseless (9)
6 Assert (5)
7 Northern seabird (3)
11 Colour of the heavens (3-4)
14 Thin leather band (5)
16 Waxed spill (5)
18 Way in to a room (4)
20 Ashen (3

Word Search

Maze



October brings us
Harvest and Psalm
65 expresses it
perfectly:
“You care for the
land and water it;
you enrich it
abundantly. The
streams of God are
filled with water to
provide the people
with corn, for so you
have ordained it...
“You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts
overflow with abundance... the hills are clothed with
gladness, the meadows are covered with flocks and
the valleys are mantled with corn; they shout for joy
and sing.”



Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate

Answers to all puzzles on page 22
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Preparing for long term delicacy
“I revere the memory of Mr F. as an estimable man and most indulgent husband,
only necessary to mention Asparagus and it appeared ... it was not ecstasy but it was
comfort” – Flora Finching, in Little Dorrit by Charles Dickens

T

his month there is a contribution from Jack
Salway about asparagus growing. But first just
a few tips for this month:

Continue to plant spring bulbs, prune climbing roses,
plant spring bedding such as wall flowers, start cutting
back perennials, remove weeds and mulch any bare
soil.
Jack Salway’s article appears now because the preparation for an asparagus bed is done in the autumn.
Jack has a very productive allotment at the top of
his garden and has grown asparagus for quite a few
years. He lives in Chiddingfold and his garden extends
to a truly amazing deep valley with semi-tropical and
even some tropical plants and trees. He has a warm
microclimate in this combe, or narrow but deep valley
which runs behind his and other houses.
Jack Salway writes:
For most vegetable growers, the last harvest of purplesprouting broccoli is the end of the annual cycle of
home-produce. However, for those with an asparagus
bed it marks the beginning of that most wonderful
vegetable known to market traders as “Sparrow grass”.
Many gardeners will dismiss the idea of growing
asparagus saying it takes many years before you have
a harvest. This is no longer the case. The Dutch breeders have produced the F1 hybrid and AGM variety
“Gijnlim”. This is correctly pronounced “chyne
lim” ch as in Scottish “loch”, but most of us attempt
our own English phonetic version.
After decades of procrastination, 12 years ago I
committed to preparing an asparagus bed. My Victorian gardening book states the first principles are a
sunny position and good drainage.
This is easy on sandy soil but on Chiddingfold
clay it involves a lot of time, exercise and manure. I
want to reassure the faint-hearted who might otherwise
stop reading at this point. Remember your asparagus
bed will last up to 15 years with a legacy of very fertile soil for producing other crops.
Complete the digging in autumn while the soil is
friable. My trench was 18” (60 cm) deep and wide
with a very generous layer of manure into the bottom.

The Garden

in October

Lots more well-rotted farmyard manure and garden
compost, as much as you can spare, was mixed with
the soil as it was returned to the trench and allowed to
settle over winter with occasional hoeing to discourage
weeds. The area of the bed should be as big as possible
to suit your requirements. The asparagus spears popup sporadically and to ensure enough for a meal you
need about 8 crowns per person. Ideally for a family of
four, plant a minimum of 3 dozen crowns spacing
them at intervals of 15” – 18” (40- 45 cm) in rows
18” (45 cm) apart.
Order before Christmas from a specialist supplier
eg “Asparagus in Kent” www.asparagus-in-kent.co.uk
They supply crowns weighing 100 gm but be warned
they can be sold-out by February. My delivery was in
the spring. Small plants that have been sitting in a
warm retail outlet in a plastic bag are rarely viable.
Plant the crowns in late March or April, 10”
apart with rows, if you have more than one 2 feet
apart. The asparagus crowns delivered come with full
planting instructions. Within a couple of weeks the
new shoots will break the surface and quickly grow to
produce the delicate leaves known as “asparagus
ferns”. Look out for asparagus beetle which will
quickly eat the “ferns” and must be destroyed. Your
objective now is to encourage the crowns to grow as
big as possible over the next two years. They store the
food which will produce the asparagus spears you will
eat.
In year three, traditionally on 23rd April, also
St George’s day, just 24 months after planting, you
will be able to harvest your first crop.
Is your garden not big enough, or don’t you have
the necessary time and energy? Consider collaborating with friends to rent a half allotment dedicated to
asparagus. If there are enough of you and you can’t
face the digging, consider hiring a man with a digger
to excavate the trench. You will be rewarded with and
abundance of fresh asparagus. But with a smaller
space you can just plant less crowns or make the
trench a bit less wide. Even just 10 asparagus plants
can be ordered.
(This indeed is just what I did, and still await a
decent crop – Garden editor)..

Family Bible surprise
A little boy was fascinated as he fingered through the pages of the old family Bible. Suddenly,
an old leaf that had been pressed between the pages fluttered out. “Mum, come quick!” he cried.
“I think I just found Adam's underwear!”
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Useful Information and Telephone Numbers
GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES
Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR Doctors 01428 682218
Tel: Community Nurses 01428 685249 Health Visitors 01428 685249
Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG Tel: Doctors 01483 415885
– Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ
Doctors 01483 414461
Health Visitors & Community Nurses
Tel: 01483 415564
Chiddingfold – pending rebuilding of surgery,
please telephone
01428 683174
HOSPITALS
Royal Surrey County Hospital
Milford Hospital
Haslemere Hospital

01483 571122
01483 782000
01483 783000

Equipment for short term use Some items only required for a short time (usually three
months) may be borrowed from the British Red Cross which operates at a unit in Sainsbury’s
(Godalming) car park on Tuesdays from 13.30- 5.00. Available equipment could include bed
blocks, bed cradles, back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, bed pans and urinals. Full details
can be found at their website, Red Cross Mobility Equipment Centre Surrey.
POLICE
Police Community Support Officer:
e-mail:
waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
Non-urgent and crime reporting
UTILITIES
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours

12010 Karen Phillips
Urgent calls: 999
101
0800 3169800
0845 2780845
0800 0727282
0800 111 999
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors John Anderson
01428 682666
Mary Grove
Mike Parry
01428 682303
Robin McKeith
Stewart Payne
01483 425250
Sean Sinnott
Philip Underwood 01428 682742
Clerk
Julie Flenley Email clerkofhpc@outlook.com
Surrey County Councillor
Mrs Victoria Young
Waverley Borough Councillors Jan Floyd-Douglass
Trevor James Sadler

01483 415815
01428 682334.
01428 682735
01428 683903
0203 65015995
01428 687772.
01428 681884

GENERAL
Borough Hall
Cinema, Borough Hall (Tickets & Information)
Library

01483 523333
01483 523004
01483 422743

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange deliveries

01428 682176

St Peter’s Hambledon church office (and see page 3 for more information)

01483 421267

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings

01428 683588

Train Information Times and fares for all national services

0845 7484950

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without
transport: ring 01428 682959. If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390
VETERINARY SURGEONSIn an emergency, ring either number
Milford Veterinary Hospital
37, New Road, Milford
Rivendell
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS
Area 1
Mrs Sally Marks
Hydestile
Area 2
Mr Arthur Blackman Church Lane
Area 3
Miss Jane Woolley
Woodlands Road
Area 4
Mrs Caroline Pitt
Malthouse Lane
Area 5
Mr Alf Hammond
Cricket Green
Area 6
Mr John Tidmarsh
Lane End
Area 7
Mr Ion Campbell
Feathercombe Lane
Area 8
Mr Bryon Ware
Hambledon Park

01483 414747
01483 421833
01483 427249
01428 683871
01428 684213
01428 682940
01428 683625
01428 682067
01483 860264
01428 289132

Hambledon Village Shop, Deli/Café & Post Office Opening Times
October-March

Shop

Deli/Café

08:30 – 17:00
08:30 – 17:00
08:30 – 17:00

09:00 – 16:00*
09:00 – 16:00*
09:00 – 16:00*

09:30 – 12:30 & 13:30 – 16:30
09:30 – 12:30
09:30 – 12:30

Friday

08:30 – 17:00
08:30 – 17:00

09:00 – 16:00*
09:00 – 16:00*

09:30 – 12:30 & 13:30 – 16:30
09:30 – 12:30 & 13:30 – 16:30

Saturday

08:30 – 14:00

09:00 – 13:30**

09:30 – 12:30

Sunday

08:30 – 14:00

09:00 – 13:30**

CLOSED

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

* last orders for lunch at 14.30

Post Office

** last orders for brunch at 13.00
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Making history – a record
The summer exam results achieved a first for St Dominic’s, with the Year 11 pupils racking up an astonishing range of successes and thereby earning the school an all-time record. Many congratulations!

T

he first few weeks of the new academic year
for our pupils and students are over and everyone is starting to settle into the school
routine. Staff have been working hard together to
ensure that our new pupils and students fully integrate
into the school and our wonderful community.
For the staff at St Dominic’s, this new term
began with one day of intensive staff training, focused
predominantly on Safeguarding which is at the forefront of everything that we do in school.
We were absolutely delighted to congratulate our
2019 Year 11 cohort for the best results in the school’s
history. 27% of pupils achieved five or more GCSEs
at grade 4 or above, while 45% of them attained five
or more at grades 1-9. 91% of the cohort attained at
least one GCSE qualification. Many pupils in the
cohort accessed portfolio-based qualifications with
great success at levels 1 and 2. When these are included 63% attained five or more GCSE or equivalent
qualifications.
Maths and English results were particularly
impressive this year. In English 45% of pupils
achieved a pass (grade 4+) and 36% achieved a ‘strong
pass’ (grade 5+). In maths 36% of pupils achieved a
pass (grade 4+) and 27% achieved a ‘strong
pass’ (grade 5+).

We had similar success with the results attained
by Sixth Form students. All those studying GCSE
English as a re-sit achieved a grade 4+; two students
had the tenacity to achieve this feat on their 3rd and
4th attempts!
100% of students passed all of their portfolio
based qualifications. Students studying AS Art and
Design all attained grades A-C – an outstanding result!
With the support of staff and families, pupils and
students have overcome significant barriers to attain
such impressive results. We celebrate their individual
achievements, which often cannot be reflected in
statistics. All have made outstanding progress from
their individual starting points and we are very proud
of all they have achieved
Construction of our new Performing Arts Centre
is well underway and still on schedule for completion
by end-October. The electrics are all in and we are
currently selecting interior finishes. New time-lapse
footage of the interior of the building will be available
to view on our website shortly. Pupils and students
have coped well with the changes to the site since their
return to school this week, demonstrating safe
behaviour and responsible attitudes.
St Dominic’s will be closed for autumn half term
holidays from 28 October - 1 November.

Beetroot, cherry and walnut loaf
This is such an easy cake to make and it tastes ridiculously chocolaty. It makes two
large loaf cakes and it freezes brilliantly (un-iced) – so you can freeze one for later.

INGREDIENTS

3 eggs
220ml oil
400 caster sugar
1 tsp vanilla essence
250 cooked, coarsely grated
beetroot (I cook beetroot
in the microwave)

250g coarsegrated courgette
60g cocoa powder
300g plain flour
3 tsp baking powder
2 tsp bicarb of soda
½ tsp salt
100g dried chopped cherries
75g chopped walnuts

METHOD
Preheat oven to 170/150ºC fan and
line two large (2 lb) loaf tins with greaseproof paper.
Mix the eggs, oil, sugar, vanilla, grated beetroot
and courgettes in a large bowl. Mix the cocoa powder,
flour, baking powder, bicarb and salt together and stir
into the cake batter. Stir in the cherries and walnuts
and divide the mixture equally between both tins.
Cook for 50-55 minutes until nicely risen and a
cake tester comes out clean.

Optional cream
cheese icing:
200g icing sugar
50g cream cheese
1-2 tsp orange juice
Zest of half an orange

Cool in the tins on a cooling rack for ten minutes,
then remove from the tins and cool completely in
their greaseproof paper wraps. When completely
cooled, you can wrap one of the loaves in cling film
and foil and freeze (un-iced).
To ice, mix the cream cheese, icing sugar,
juice and zest together, adding more icing sugar if the
mixture is too wet. Do not over beat. Spread over the
cake and allow to set.

Follow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood
samgatesfood www.samgatesfood.co.uk
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BBQ Brilliant Beyond Question
Almost an understatement when it comes to describing the Hambledon Village Shop BBQ
on 31 August. Over 200 villagers and their friends (and they came from as far afield as the USA –
how our fame has spread!) joined in this spectacular end-of-summer celebration.

E

verything was perfect: the organisation, the
food, the drinks, the music – and even the
weather which was sunny and warm (but not
too hot). But above all it was the enjoyment that made
it such a wonderful day – just about everyone
commented on how happy it all was. Hambledon has
never known anything better.

Then everything had
to be set up, from the barbeques to the tables and the
band stand and the amplification. At that point a
haze of steam appeared
outside as the cooks got to
work while inside the
chopping of onions for a
huge range of salads almost
turned the shop kitchen
into a no-go zone. A crisis
loomed as bowls started to
run out – but RotaCloud came to the rescue and a new
supply trundled in from all directions.

Although the prime movers and shakers were
Jon, Sean, SJ, Ged and Tig, the success of the day was
primarily due to the huge team of helpers who
operated under their direction.

Boxes of Tuesley Farm strawberries metamorphosed into fruit salad; unseen hands chopped up raffle
tickets and turned them into food and drink vouchers.

There were the shoppers who made sure that
there was enough to eat and drink.
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Village Shop end of summer BBQ (continued)
Eagle eyes turned towards the Vann Lane gin
tent just in case there was the chance of a quick one
before opening hours (there wasn’t!);

And the bands arrived (yes, bands – not one but
two, to make sure that everything went with a swing
throughout) .

Martin honed his speech to ensure he was wordperfect. Finally at 12.30 the show was on the road.

Martin thanked all the participants for their
support and particularly the many helpers: without
their input the day just wouldn't have been possible.

He also welcomed the bands, 25 Miles From
Guildford, who were playing in Hambledon for the
first time and who would be followed later on by
David Kirby and his trio.

Martin then reminded his audience that the barbeque wasn’t the only game in town: the Village Show
was in full swing at the Village Hall and he encouraged everyone to head that way when they’d eaten
(and drunk) their fill. He also pointed out that even
the weather had been specially ordered.
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… And it was the weather that had the last word:
festivities concluded at 3.30 pm and at that moment
the heavens opened!
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Licensing and a celebration
On Sunday 15 September at St Peter’s Church Hambledon, at a special Service the
Archdeacon of Surrey, the Venerable Paul Davies, licensed and installation our new associate vicar,
the Reverend Simon Willetts into Hambledon and Busbridge Church.

I

t was a happy and also solemn occasion. The
theme, chosen by Simon Willetts, who was introduced forward by rector The Rev Simon Taylor,
and the churchwardens, was the Parable of the good

Samaritan. The Archdeacon, in his sermon, explained
that Simon has a servant heart where helping people in
his pastoral work is key.
After a hymn and
some songs the Service turned to the
Oath of Allegiance
where Simon solemnly swears by the
Bible to serve our
Sovereign reflecting
the obligation to serve
the wider community.
The Archdeacon then
licensed Simon and
installed him as a
priest in this united
benefice.
Representatives
from our Church, and
the wider Hambledon
community, village clubs, groups and institutions then
spoke, each with a few warm words welcoming him
into our midst. The local MP, Jeremy Hunt said that
after Simon has brought peace and harmony to the
Church here, he might well ask him to come to Westminster to do the same.
Many from Simon’s previous church at Virginia
Water were also present.

Simon, joined by his wife Naomi, thanked everybody and they both spoke about what had brought
them here and how strongly they felt that this is the
right place for them.

Rector Simon takes new vicar Simon
to uncover his name on the board
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Afterwards there was a celebration at Clock Barn
Hall, where the many people there had the opportunity
to meet Simon and Naomi with a drink and delicious
canapés.
Simon Taylor, the Rector, spoke about how
David Jenkins had done so much in leading and
preaching at our Church Services for the last 2 years,
since Catherine left.
We were all entertained by our local band with
Mike Blanchard and the Godalming Gospel Choir.

Clock Barn was packed

David Jenkins responds

Mike Blanchard at the keyboard

Cynthia listens
Alan Harvey with Sue in fine form
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A First for the Fuchsia Florets
Another exciting day at the Village Show for participants and spectators, with record number
of entries, astonishing arts and crafts, mouth watering displays of veges, fruits, jams and cakes, and superb
flower arrangements, and a new Cup as co-impresarios Andy Falk and Nessie Alexander here report.

E

nd of August saw the Village Hall bulging, as
over 200 entries came through the doors,
making this the largest number of exhibits
ever. Flowers and vegetables were plentiful; home
bakes; drawings; crafts and photography were all of a
very high standard, and made our judges’ task of
choosing winners for the prized first and second place
certificates very difficult indeed.
At 4pm Andy Falk gave special thanks for the
life of Mic Coleman, Founder of the Village Show.

Mic in 2017
at the Show

coco-impresarios Andy and Nessie welcoming entries

A good crowd was waiting,
– patiently

Setting up and prepre-viewing
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Andy then announced the arrival of a new cup –
kindly donated by Phillip Underwood (2017 winner
of Beat in Show for his onions) – for most points
awarded in the Show. The first recipient of this cup
was won – and richly deserved by – Mary Caroe.

The Top prize, Best in Show, was awarded to
Mike Henderson for his spectacular fuchsia florets.

BEST IN SHOW Mike Henderson’s
spectacular flourish of fuchsia florets.

One of Sally’s
cuppas and a
good natter
takes a lot of
beating

It’s the second time Mike has won Best in Show. Who
knows if he can make it a hat–trick of wins next year?!

Andy and Nessie would like to thank everyone that
took part, especially Sally Falk who provided tea and
cakes for everyone to enjoy.
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Lupe and Lorenzo
did well,
and so did Matilda

More chats and cuppas

Ged seems proud of
his beetroot 1st
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The Last Rose of Summer

GOD
IN THE

This month the Rev. Michael Burgess has selected Henri Fantin-Latour’s
celebrated painting A Basket of Roses which was painted in 1890 and
bequeathed to the National Gallery in 1923

T

homas Moore wrote a haunting, melancholy
song called The Last Rose of Summer. It is
about love and friendships passing as the
blossom wilts and summer turns to autumn. Perhaps we know that feeling as we see the leaves
falling and the nights drawing in. But autumn is
also the season of harvest celebrations when we
rejoice in the goodness of creation. The last rose
of summer may die, but there is still much for
which to give thanks to God.
We sense that in the bountiful array of roses
painted by Henri Fantin-Latour. Raised by a father who was an artist, Fantin-Latour was born in
Grenoble in 1836 and moved with his family to
Paris in 1841. He attended École des Beaux-Arts
in Paris where he developed his keen observational skills and dexterity by copying the works
of old masters at the Louvre. He then started to
paint portraits which he submitted to the Salon in
1859, only to face rejection; and it was this
which led him to direct his attention to floral still-life
paintings. Initially he produced them to generate
funds to allow him to devote attention to what he
deemed to be more serious work, However, it was the
still lifes that initially made his reputation when they
came to the attention of Edwin and Elizabeth Edwards,
wealthy English collectors who started to buy them in
large quantities, and encouraged their friends to do
likewise (Whistler acquired several).
The still lifes were first exhibited in London at
the Royal Academy in 1864 and became extremely
popular. As often happens, the lure of a steady income
grew irresistible and between 1864 and 1896 FantinLatour painted over 800 floral pictures, despite being
‘fed up with painting flowers’.
But quantity did not lead to any diminution of
quality. Fantin-Latour painted many fine portraits,
famously one of Manet in 1867, and a number of
group portrayals of men he knew and admired,
including Monet, Renoir and Whistler and writers such
as Baudelaire, Verlaine, Rimbaud, and Zola. These
now serve as an invaluable record of cultural life in
Paris in the second half of the 19th century, but they
were not the pictures closest to his heart.
Passionately interested in music, he was an
ardent Wagnerian and deemed a visit to Bayreuth in
1876 to hear one of the first performances of the
complete Ring cycle as being one of the most
important events of his life. Twelve years earlier he
had painted a scene from Tannhäuser and thereafter
continued to produce oils and etchings reflecting his
musical interests.

ARTS

His works in the 1870s were marked by purity
and simplicity of composition, whereas his still-lifes in

the 1880s were constructed with a more complex and
detailed arrangement. With the extraordinary eye for
detail that he had developed as a portrait painter,
Fantin-Latour was able to depict each flower with
remarkable specificity.
Here in A Basket of Roses of 1890, the flowers
tumble onto the table, a rich gathering of white, cream,
apricot and pink blossom. Roses are traditionally
signs of love, and that is at the heart of Thomas
Moore’s song. White roses stand for the purity of
love, red for its sorrow, and gold for its glory. Other
poets may come to mind as we think of roses: the
author of the Song of Solomon or Robert Burns. This
painting has its own poetry. The roses have been
brought into a Victorian drawing room, but their
perfume and beauty call us back into the garden where
they grew in all their magnificence and splendour.
Each harvest we gather flowers, fruits and
vegetables from our gardens and fields to proclaim the
goodness and generosity of God. In the same century
as the artist Fantin-Latour was painting, Fr. Faber
wrote over 150 hymns praising the God of creation
and the God of our salvation. One hymn has the verse:
‘How wonderful creation is,
The work that Thou didst bless;
And, oh! what then must Thou be like,
Eternal loveliness!’
That is our theme as we ponder these roses and
think of the harvest thanksgivings we shall offer in
church this autumn.
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