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Sunday Services
Full details of these and other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month, shown on page 5.
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Alpha details and information from: Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267
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and Busbridge Church Office
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The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays
The Associate Vicar is normally off duty on Fridays
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Assistant Minister’s Letter – February

M

y Granny used to serve pancakes, not just on Shrove Tuesday, but every Tuesday. As you
may imagine, as a child, I thought that was wonderful. What’s not to like? Though it’s
probably fair to say that the original reason for having pancakes on Shrove Tuesday was lost,
by dint of their being such a regular occurrence.
Shrove Tuesday was the day when Christians went to confession, to be ‘shriven’ (absolved) of
their sins before Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent. The custom of making pancakes
came about in order to use up all the rich, fatty ingredients in the larder, before the Lenten fasting began.
Lent (the forty days leading us towards Holy Week, Good Friday and Easter) is the season when
we remember Jesus’ time in the wilderness, as he prepared for the start of his earthly ministry.
Traditionally, we hold a church service on Ash Wednesday*, when our foreheads are marked with a
cross, to remind us of the love which took Jesus to the cross, to die for us.
Earlier in the month, on 14th February, we may have celebrated a very different kind of love,
more commercially driven. The history of this day is peppered with stories of martyrdom, not least the
account of Saint Valentine of Rome's imprisonment – and subsequent execution – for performing weddings for soldiers who were forbidden to marry, and for ministering to Christians persecuted under the
Roman Empire.
More recently – and more cheerfully – the date has become synonymous with the giving and receiving of cards and tokens of love (red rose anyone?).
And we can’t let this February go by without mentioning the very special people who are leaplings – those whose birthdays fall on 29th February. Or those ladies whose prerogative it is to propose
on that day – though in these enlightened times, many might feel they would not want to be restricted to
one opportunity every four years!
So there we have it. A mixed month, which we hope will mark the end of winter and the beginning of spring. A month of snowdrops (and sometimes snow). A time for forgiveness and new
starts. In some countries, colourful celebrations, as carnivals hit the streets for Mardi Gras.
In their different ways, writers from Shakespeare to Aristotle to Dr Seuss have all praised the redeeming power of love, but nowhere do we encounter that more deeply than through God’s love for
each one of us. Not restricted to certain days of the year, but seen consistently through the birth, life,
death and resurrection of his Son.

The Rev Margot Spencer
Assistant Minister,
Hambledon&Busbridge

* Wednesday 26th February 2020 at 8 p.m. in Hambledon Church
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CHURCH CALENDAR
February 2020

2nd February The Presentation 9.00 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
of Christ in the Temple
10.30 am
Messy Church
___________________________________________________
Thursday 6th February

9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
___________________________________________________

9th February
3rd Sunday before Lent

9.00 am
Morning Prayer (BCP)
10.30 am
Morning Worship
___________________________________________________

Thursday 13th February

9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
___________________________________________________

Saturday 15th February

8.30 -10 am Prayer Breakfast
A time to meet together for prayer. All are welcome.
___________________________________________________

16th February
2nd Sunday before Lent

9.00 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am
Holy Communion (CW)
___________________________________________________

Thursday 20th February

9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
___________________________________________________

23rd February
9.00 am
Morning Prayer (BCP)
The Sunday next before Lent 10.30 am
Morning Worship
___________________________________________________
Wednesday 26th February

Benefice Combined Service – Ash Wednesday
Holy Communion (CW) with Ashing
___________________________________________________

Thursday 27th February

9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
___________________________________________________

And in March
1st March
1st Sunday in Lent

8.00 pm

9.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Messy Church

Services at St John’s, Busbridge in February
8.00 am

Every Sunday: Holy Communion (said)

10.00 am
1st Sunday:
2nd Sunday:
3rd Sunday:
4th Sunday:

Classic Service in Church:
Morning Worship
Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Worship & Baptism
Holy Communion (CW)

Contemporary Service in School:
1st Sunday: All Age – Mark Puddephat & the FUSE Team
2nd Sunday: Morning Worship
3rd Sunday: Holy Communion (CW)
4th Sunday: Morning Worship

– Groups for children of all ages in various locations: turn up and ask!

6.30 pm

Benefice Evening Worship:
1st Sunday: Holy Communion (CW); 2nd Sunday: Unplugged; 3rd & 4th Sundays: Evening Worship

Ash Wednesday 26 February 8 pm Benefice Combined Service, Hambledon Holy Communion (CW) with Ashing
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PARISH & PEOPLE

T

hose who have lived longer than some others here
in Hambledon will still have fond memories of
Joan Hardy, who lived in Pendle Cottage next to the
Village Shop. It’s now over three years since she
moved to a nursing home in Ross-on-Wye, to be closer
to her nephew, Phil Bancroft. It’s one of those nursing
homes that looks after people superbly and treats them
like real people.
Despite a good deal of physical and mental deterioration (not surprising, at the age of 97), Joan remains well and happy.

She enjoys her food; recovers from whatever
minor illnesses nature chooses to throw at her; and
participates in all the activities which the home offers,
including opportunities to interact with visiting children and animals –which she really enjoys. She appreciates family visits and has just revelled in becoming a
great-great-great-aunt on 2 December (do we see the
Guinness Book of Records looming?). And in spirit,
she remains very strongly rooted in Hambledon.
So, from all her friends in Hambledon:
“Happy new year, Joan”.

O

ur heartfelt wishes go out to Christine and
Michael Blanchard who were bereaved just
before Christmas. For Carol Selby, Christine’s sister,

and Michael’s aunt, died on 13 December.
Carol’s funeral was due to be held in Hambledon
Church on Friday 17 January.

O

Stephanie is still working as chaplain at the University of Keele, Staffordshire. Her friends in Hambledon send best wishes to her and to her husband-to-be
for every happiness and a long marriage.

n a very happy note, Alison Martin reports that
Stephanie Couvela, who was assistant minister
in Hambledon before Catherine McBride, has recently
become engaged to be married – to a teacher.

Making merry at The Harriers
The pub was packed for the traditional evening of carol singing,
led by a reverend ensemble including vicar Simon, Dave Preece,
all led by music pastor Lisa Olsworth-Peter

The Rev Dave, inspired from
above – or
acquiring
a halo ?

Our vicar Simon at the keyboard with a strong ensemble
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Transport and a surgery
A first Borough Councillors’ surgery is scheduled in the village, the finances
appear to be on track, the ditching done, more planning issues, Speedwatch
in hand, an update on bus services and the promising Hambledon Festival.

T

he Chairman welcomed back the Clerk and all
Councillors for 2020, and the monthly meeting
convened to discuss planning, Speedwatch, bus
routes, budgets, the upcoming Hambledon Festival,
and other pressing village issues.
Waverley Borough Councillors for Hambledon
and Witley, Jan Floyd-Douglass and Trevor Sadler,
were not present due to other engagements. They have
agreed with the Parish Council that they intend to hold
a surgery in Hambledon. Jan has said the following
with regards to the surgery: “Really looking forward
to meeting Hambledon residents with Cllr Trevor
Sadler. We’re very grateful to Hambledon Parish
Council for setting this opportunity up for us. We are
holding this our first ward ‘surgery’ on Saturday
22nd February, 10.30am-12.30, at the Church Room.
Please come and talk to us about any matters specifically affecting Hambledon residents or more widely,
the Borough.”
The Clerk was pleased to inform Councillors that
the approved budget for 2020/2021 had been sent to
Waverley and that the application was well underway
for the precept next financial year. She also confirmed
that budgets were being managed, despite the budget
cuts from Waverley and Surrey Councils, and that the
Parish Council was on target for their expenditure for
this financial year. All Henry Smith Charity funds had
also been committed for the last calendar year.
Cllr Parry reported that the majority of the ditching work had been done in Hambledon for the winter
in his maintenance update which ought to render good
run off for rainwater, of which we seem to have had a
lot recently!

Hambledon

Parish Council

It was noted that a number of planning applications had been received and a number were still with
Waverley Planning Department awaiting a decision. A
planning application for a replacement dwelling at
Hambledon Lodge had been received and was discussed. It involves retaining two elevations of the
original lodge and a long extension with increased
ridge heights, a car port and stables. Of particular concern was another loss of a small dwelling, the proposed double height rooms, increased ridge heights
and potential light pollution. Meetings had been arranged to discuss a number of the planning matters
with Waverley Borough Council planners.
Cllr Grove has started on the village Speedwatch
and a number of watches have taken place. Dates are
in hand to continue the programme and more volunteers have been trained. Thank you to the volunteers
who have given their time for this cause, and particularly Cllr Grove – we all want to make Hambledon as
safe as possible to live in and traffic monitoring, we
hope, will help!
Cllr Payne has also recently been looking at bus
service provision within Hambledon, which makes
interesting reading. Please see his more in-depth report on page `9 of this magazine.
Finally, all of Hambledon’s village organisations
reported no major issues and all conveyed that they
were making good progress in their fields and it was
confirmed that the Hambledon Festival was already
proving a ‘hit’, all tables for the Ball had sold out in
record time. We hope the Festival raises a record
amount of money this year and look forward to seeing
how it benefits our lovely village.

Remembering Anne Frank, who died 75 years ago
Anne Frank, the Dutch Jewish diarist and Holocaust victim, died 75 years ago, in February 1945, in
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp at the age of 15 – probably from typhus. She is known for writing
The Diary of a Young Girl, an account of how she and seven others were hidden in a secret annex to
escape the Nazis.
The group had been arrested the previous August, and only Anne’s father Otto survived the war.
At first it was believed they had been betrayed, but it is now thought possible that they were discovered by accident. The Diary, which Anne – who was born in Germany – started writing at the age of
13, is the story of how ordinary people risked their lives to help those in need, but it says little about
the unclear relationship the Dutch had with Nazi Germany. Up to 80% of the Dutch Jewish population
were killed during the war – the second highest percentage after Poland.
The diary, which had been kept safe by Otto’s secretary, Miep Gies, was published in English in
1952 and since been translated into more than 60 languages. The Anne Frank House, a museum in
Amsterdam, opened in May 1960. Asteroid 5535 Annefrank was named in Anne’s honour in 1995.
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around the village
What’s happening . . . ..in and

2 February, Hambledon Church, at 10.30
Creation: Sea, Land, Plants, Animals and Mankind
(Messy Church now first Sunday each month)

God saw all
that He had
made, and it
was very good
Genesis 1:31

Hambledon Festival Public Meeting. Tuesday 4 February
There will be a public meeting about the fête at the Village Hall at 7:30pm.
Please come along if you’d like to get involved. More details on page 12

will run on 5th, 12th & 26th February [not 19th]

2020 programme started with a very enjoyable talk by Lisa Olsworth-Peter, who told us of
her life in the performing arts including time in Les Miserables on the West End stage; of the
choirs she has coached and time she was understudy to Dame Judy Dench! Her faith helped
her through it all and led her here. Lisa sang beautifully a song from Les Mis, accompanied by Alan Harvey. She
also divided us into three groups to sing, which was great fun! On Thursday 6 February, we’re delighted that
the Director of Guildford Samaritans will give us an insight into the work of the Samaritans; a unique charity
dedicated to reducing feelings of isolation and disconnection that can lead to suicide. There’s always someone
available to listen to those who are struggling to cope for whatever reason. Come and hear about this vital work
and their campaigns to raise awareness of and increase investment in suicide prevention. It will be a fascinating
and enlightening talk to which all are welcome, including men! We have chosen Guildford Samaritans as our
charity for 2020, so please come along and find out more about them. We’ll meet at 8pm in the
Busbridge Old Rectory and will have a drink and nibbles before the talk starts. We look forward to seeing
you. Our Nexus programme for 2020 will be available and we’ll also continue taking membership subscriptions.

Membership is £18 per year, and £5 per evening for visitors. Cheques to Nexus, please. Subscriptions &
fees cover speakers’ gifts, drinks, nibbles, tea/coffee & donations to charities. For more information, please
phone Janet Harvey, 01483-423264 or Kate Kaye, 01483-415296, or www.bhcgodalming.org/groups

Friday 7 February, 8pm DOWNTON
ABBEY Story of the
Crawley family,
wealthy owners of a
large estate in the
English countryside
in the early 20th
century. Excitement
runs high when they learn that
King George V and Queen Mary
will visit. Trouble arises when Mrs Patmore, Daisy
and servants learn king and queen travel with own
chefs & attendants, setting scene for shenanigans.
Cast includes Hugh Bonneville, Elizabeth McGovern,
Maggie Smith, Laura Carmichael, Michelle Dockery,
Imelda Staunton, Tuppence Middleton. Cert PG

Friday, 21 February, 8pm

JUDY

Winter 1968 Judy Garland
arrives in Swinging London for
5 weeks sold-out show. It’s 30
years since she shot to global
stardom, her voice weakened,
but its intensity grown. She
battles management, charms
musicians, reminisces with friends
and fans, her wit and warmth shine through, she
even has whirlwind romance with Mickey Deans,
her soon-to-be fifth husband. Featuring some of
her best-known songs, celebrating the capacity for
love and the sheer pizzazz of "the world's greatest
entertainer." Starring Renée Zellweger, Jessie
Buckley, Rufus Sewell & Michael Gambon Cert 12A
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Come and Sing Mozart Requiem
Saturday 8 February 2-6pm,
St John’s Church, Farncombe, GU7 3EJ
Followed by a bring and share supper
Day fee £20 (GCS members £15 students £10)
1.30pm Registration 2 pm start singing. Afternoon tea/coffee provided. Evening bar available.
6 pm
Short performance for friends & relatives Followed by supper (bring & share buffet).
Application to GCS, 5 Amberley Rd, Milford, Godalming GU8 5ED with cheque to
Godalming Choral Society (Registered Charity No. 254800) or via www.godalmingchoral.org.uk
Enquiries: call 01483 422755 or 07479 823907 or email a.clegg4695@btinternet.com
Name:
phone
email
Address:
Voice Please tick Soprano  Alto  Tenor  Bass 
I will bring my own music … / or Please provide a score ... @ £1 Current Choir/Music Society if applicable

Conservatoire Concerts in Godalming
At Godalming Baptist Church GU7 1BA

Saturday 8 February, 6.30pm
EnYuan Khong (violin) Frederick Winterton (cello)
Mozart, Kodaly, Ravel, Handel-Halvorsen
Saturday 7 March, 6.30pm
Trinity Laban Conservatoire String Ensemble
Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Stravinsky and more
Conducted by Nic Pendelbury

RSVP by 6 Feb to: Primetime,
BHC Office, Old Rectory, Godalming, GU7 1XB
01483 421267 primetime@bhcgodalming.org

I/we’d like to come to the Scam Tea
on Monday 10 February
Name(s)_____________________
_____________________________
Address _____________________
____________________________
Phone ______ Email: __________
Transport: needed  offer for__

Coffee Morning
Tuesday 18 February, 11am in the Church Room
and the third Tuesday each month

(and Hearing Aid Clinic)

All welcome – do come
For more information and help with transport call Jacqui Rook – 01428 684390
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following a sell out evening in 2019 …
Friday 21 February, 7 for 7.30pm Lecturer: Dr Helen Fry
Tickets: £15 each, include a two-course supper. Licensed Bar and Raffle
Tickets and information, please contact us: on 01483 420668 or manager@clockhouse.org.uk
or www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-clockhouse-milford
When booking please advise of any dietary requirements or allergies.
All tickets must be paid for in advance of the event.
The Clockhouse, Chapel Lane, Milford, GU8 5EZ Registered Charity 1059045

Waverley Borough Council, Hambledon & Witley Ward – Surgery
Saturday 22 February, 10.30am10.30am-12.30pm, at the Village Church Room
Our Waverley Borough Councillors for Hambledon and Witley, Jan Floyd-Douglass and Trevor Sadler, have
agreed with the Parish Council to hold this Surgery in Hambledon. They invite all to come and talk to them
about any matters, either specifically affecting Hambledon residents or more widely, the Borough.

Come and Enjoy a WEST END EVENING
with music from the West End
Saturday 22 February, 7.30 for 8pm
Performed by Guildford School of Acting, University of Surrey
In Wilfred Noyce Centre, Crown Court Carpark, Godalming GU7 1 DY
In aid of Citizens Advice & South West Surrey Domestic Abuse Outreach Team
Tickets: £15 from Godalming CAB, Please email Denise at:
admin@godalmingcab.cabnet.org.uk
Bar and raffle available
Evening arranged by The Rotary Club of Godalming

HAMBLEDON CRICKET CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The club’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 25 February
at 8p.m. at the Cricket Pavilion for Members and others to attend.

Quiz Evening Friday 28 February
7 for 7.30pm The Clockhouse, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 5EZ

? ? ? Tickets £12 per person, includes Light supper and raffle ? ? ?
Licensed bar – bring your own nibbles (Teams of up to 6 per table)

?????????????
For tickets please call The Clockhouse on
01483 420 668 or email manager@clockhouse.org.uk or
on-line www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-clockhouse-milford
Registered in England & Wales No. 3254216. Registered Charity No. 1059045
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Lent and Easter, and The Bible
Hambledon and the Benefice mark Lent, Passion Sunday, Palm Sunday and Holy Week,
and celebrate Easter with these services, and The Bible Course. Be refreshed anew by the
reflectiveness of Lent, the wonders of Easter and the riches of The Bible.

26 February Ash Wednesday
20:00 United Benefice at Hambledon Church
29 March Lent Evensong
16:00 at Hambledon Church

10 April Good Friday
9:30 Whole Church Family Service, Busbridge Church
11:30 Churches Together Service, Meet outside Fatface Godalming
12:00 (Midday) Hour at the cross at Hambledon Church
14:30 Hot Cross Bun Walk from Busbridge to Hambledon

2 April Nursery School Service
11:30 at Hambledon Church

11 April Easter Saturday
5 April Palm Sunday
15:00 Easter Garden Service at Busbridge Church
9.00 Holy Communion, Hambledon Church
10:30 Messy Church at Hambledon Church
12 April Easter Day
9 April Maundy Thursday
9.00 Holy Communion at Hambledon Church
20:00 United Benefice Service, BusbridgeChurch 10:30 Family Service with Easter egg hunt ! Hambledon Church

Ever wondered what
the Bible is all about?
♦ How does it fit together?
♦ How should we interpret it?
♦

T

he Bible Course is an overview of the Bible.
Whether you are well versed or with little
experience it is a brilliant way to bring the Bible to
life. A very engaging way to understand the whole
Bible story that is accessible to all.

T

he evening format will start with worship, then
followed by a video, a small group discussion,
another short video followed by a short time for
personal reflection. Refreshments provided, with a
suggested donation of £5 to include the course book.
19:30 Gather
19:45 Short time of worship
20:00 Start
21:15 Finish

This 8 week course, will run on Wednesday
evenings at Busbridge Church, GU7 1XB
on the following dates:
4 March Session 1 Introducing the Bible
11 March Session 2 Creation and Covenant
18 March Session 3 Exodus & Promised Land
25 March Session 4 Judges & Kings
1 April Session 5 Exile & Prophets
Break for Easter
15 April Session 6 Jesus & the Gospels
22 April Session 7 Acts & the Church
29 April Session 8 Revelation and Review

Why Elijah did that…
The Sunday school teacher was carefully explaining the story of Elijah the Prophet and the false
prophets of Baal. She explained how Elijah built the altar, put wood upon it, cut the steer in
pieces and laid it upon the altar.
And then, Elijah commanded the people of God to fill four
barrels of water and pour it over the altar. He had them do this four times over again.
“Now,” said the teacher, “can anyone in the class tell me why the Lord would have
Elijah pour water over the steer on the altar?”
A little girl in the back of the room started waving her hand, “I know! I know!” she said, “To
make the gravy!”
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The Village Shop

From carols to pancakes
More than ever celebrated with carol singing on Christmas Eve.
& February programme for Valentines and for pancakes lovers
and more, as Wendy Knibb and Jackie Morris here report.

The extensive crowd

B

efore we forget 2019, we report on Christmas
Carol celebration, held outside the Shop on
Christmas Eve. What a party it was! Over 200
people came along to sing carols, eat mince pies, partake in mulled wine and generally chat and have fun.
The choir – why not join in next year?

Zac and Jo
photos by David Edmiston and Max Avison

It was fantastic to see families of all
generations joining in. Outstandingly organised by our resident jazz musician, David
Kirby, accompanied by excellent musicians.
Zac and Jo sang wonderful solos, and also
David’s 9 year old Rosie, who sang Away in
a Manger solo so well. We are lucky to
have them all living locally. The Hambledon Village Shop choir was superb – the
rest of us tried our best! Huge thanks to all
who organised or enjoyed it.

Martin addresses the revellers

But February is no month of rest at the Shop...
We are preparing for Valentine’s Day (14th for
those who may need a nudge) and Shrove Tuesday.
That’s in addition to the continually evolving deli
menu and new local produce available. We now have a
variety of cards ready for Valentines Day.
Martin would like to draw your attention to the
offer on Lanson champagne. Why not?
There are chocolates in all shapes and sizes or
why not treat her/him to lunch at the shop? There is
sure to be something from the deli that will delight.
continued 
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On Shrove Tuesday, 25 February, Sophie, our resident Pancake
Chef, will be on standby in her pinny from 10.30–14.30 to cook all manner
of pancakes with delicious toppings – nutella; traditional lemon with a touch
of sugar; banana and maple syrup – or bring your own topping! All pancakes will be made to order. As Sophie says – ‘Yummy’! Alternatively, the
shop has all the ingredients you need for a DIY pancake.
In other news: we just have to mention that we’ve heard of support
for our Shop and Village from far flung places. Our most remote shareholders are now in France. Where next?
But lastly for this month...on Tuesday 18th February, we would like
to draw your attention to some planned essential electrical maintenance
work. This will mean the deli will be closed for the day, but the rest of the
shop will be open.
If you have any Shop news you would like to share please do let us
know: wjknibb@gmail.com or jmrmorris03@gmail.com
A selection of Valentine’s Day cards

Hey ho for 2020
Hazards to life both near and far writes Earthworm,
with either too much sun or too much rain.

C

hristmas is now long-since passed muses
Earthworm from his huge warm heap, and indeed the New Year celebrations too. He reflects very seriously on all the money that goes up in
smoke by way of celebrating the New Year, in London, Edinburgh, elsewhere and of course Sydney
where fires are raging horrifically, and he wonders
seriously not just about the expense but all the implications like the fact that that money could have been
spent on helping all those who have lost so much in
the conflagrations. What too about the atmospheric
pollution of such displays? Tiny soot particles can
only do damage and we are all much more aware at the
moment of this problem. The powers that be are trying
to contain it with more rules and regulations about cars
in cities with Oxford leading the way with a ban. Let
us hope other cities will follow their example.
Nearer here, in London, Earthworm supposes
that perhaps there is a large credit balance from all
those who pay the £10 to congregate by the river for a
good view, not to mention the thrills of the bangs and
general camaraderie! But does this cover the cost he
wonders? No figures seem to be published.
The weather is causing many diverse problems
mostly attributed to the global warming, “a relentless

drumbeat of climate change” with remarkably high
winter temperatures and the heavy rainfall that has
caused landslides which have affected the railways
even close to home at St Catherine’s Guildford, and
housing too with caravan homes in Cromer hanging
perilously close to the cliff edge. Then there are the
sink holes appearing unexpectedly and disrupting
roads and railways, but not in Blackburn despite the
Beatles’ song “a day in the life” which has to make
Earthworm smile!
Even the welcome winter sun causes its own
problems, low-lying as it is in the late afternoon. One
simply can see nothing, in the glare causing a serious
hazard with reports of numerous road accidents.
Earthworm himself had to reduce his speed to a
crawl on the M4 and was subsequently told that it is
illegal to travel slowly on the motorway! He has to
verify this. The highway code does say that “if you are
dazzled by bright sunlight, slow down or if necessary
stop”. But help is at hand with a liquid crystal display
screen that darkens when the sun shines into the
driver’s eyes. That seems like a welcome invention
thinks Earthworm, worthy of a prize!
The Met promises more wet and windy weather.
Hey ho for 2020!

Best to impress
An older man, not in the best physical condition, went along to his local gym. Carefully dressed in his new
exercise clothes, he approached a trainer in the gym.
“I want to impress a beautiful young girl as soon as possible. Which machine should I use?”
The trainer took one look at him and smiled: “I would highly recommend the ATM machine outside!”
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Christmas crib rejoicing
Christmas Eve afternoon in the Church saw many children and
their families at the Crib Service. ably lead by Simon Willetts.

E

very year Mary Caroe brings her wonderful large old family
crib into Church, made in the ’30s by her artist mother.
It has all the characters with the angel perched on the roof,
baby Jesus with his parents brightly lit, and the animals there too.

Children as the crib figures

The Crib on the font

Simon, who told a children’s version of the Christmas story,
encouraged us all to shout out when the different characters
were mentioned. Shouts of “Oohoo” whenever angels came
up, “Mamma” for Mary, “Daddy” for Joseph, bleating like
sheep for shepherds, and more. Lots joined in and the sound
grew and grew.
Children were encouraged to don costumes that were
provided to be the figures at the crib.
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What’s happening at ...
After the successful screening of Yesterday, hold your hats,
as there is of course lots more being planned

I

t’s all coming later, but worth the wait apart from
the AGM on 4 February at 7.30pm, all welcome.
Our next film night is on Saturday 28 February,
when we will be showing Downton Abbey.

The Village Hall

More events next month, including Back to Before
from our own Jo Kirkland, now appearing with the
Village Shop Choir – some will remember her starring
in ’pantos at the Merry Harriers.

Film Night, Saturday 28 February
It’ll fun to see the old gang again, when John Lunn’s
E m m y - c r o wn e d
film version kicks
in, written by franchise
creator
Julian Fellowes,
and directed by
Michael Engler.
It is 1927, some
two years after the
finale of the TV
series, and the
Crawleys are gearing up, all atwitter,
for a royal visit.
It takes their
minds off the fact that the estate has seen better days,
what with cash being so tight . That’s why it’s such a
shot to the spirit that King George V (Simon Jones)
and Queen Mary (Geraldine James) will lunch, dine
and spending the night at Downton.

There are also plans for a parade in which His
Majesty, mounted on horseback, will inspect the local
troops. Lord Robert Grantham (Hugh Bonneville) and
his American wife Lady Cora (Elizabeth McGovern)
are taking the impending royal arrival in stride.
As for Violet, the Dowager Countess played everso-deliciously by Dame Maggie Smith, she is not one to
be ruffled, unless her friend Isobel (the ever-superb
Penelope Wilton) provokes her.
Tickets £5 at Village Shop, bar, tea, coffee, popcorn.

London’s West End Comes to Hambledon,
Saturday 7 March, 8pm
After a sell out run at
The Guildford Fringe Festival,
Olivier Award Nominee Elinor Collett
& West End Regular (and Hambledon
Resident) Joanna Kirkland bring

their cabaret “Back to Before”
to The Hambledon Village Hall.
Best friends Ellie and Jo met in The
West End working on Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s The Woman in White.
They went on to star in many West End shows including Les Mis, Wicked, Hairspray,
Mamma Mia, Parade, The Witches of Eastwick, Showboat & The Pirates of Penzance.
1 blind date, 2 weddings, 3 dogs, 5 children and 15 years later they come together
to celebrate and sing the last 15 years of friendship, love and musical theatre.
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THE DEAN DIARIES (continued)

Florrie and the female factor
Two artistic sisters and a broken vow, as described by Stephen Dean

W

inton’s grandmother Florrie, the sixth
of an exuberant family of nine
children, was a remarkable woman.
Her brother Rufus rose to distinction in the law,
becoming a leading KC, Attorney-General and
Lord Chief Justice; later he was appointed
Ambassador to the United States, Viceroy of
India, Foreign Secretary and Lord Warden of the
Cinque Ports.
In her youth Florrie had literary leanings
and wrote a story about a knight who returned
from many years in the Holy Land with stirring
tales of his adventures; to which his wife replied
‘I too have not been idle’ and exhibited a row of
small children. The laughter that greeted this
may have extinguished her literary ambition.
Florrie and her sister Essie, the youngest of
the family, fought like cats as children but became close friends when they found a common
interest in painting. Their parents agreed to their
attending an art school in Paris provided they
paid their way. They raised the money by copying pictures at the National Gallery. Essie
promptly fell in love with Paris and persuaded
Florrie to join her in a vow: they would never marry,
but would live for ART. It was on one of her early
visits to the continent, either in Paris or Brussels, that
Florrie caught sight of the benign white-haired figure
of Liszt, who made an impression that she never
forgot.

Essie Sutro, Florrie’s sister

Florrie by Maud HallHall-Neale

The sisters were very unalike in temperament.
Florrie was impetuous, generous and witty, with an
irrepressible sense of humour, unworldly, impressionable and unconventional. Essie had the more wellordered and logical mind. She was the stronger character, reserved, with a sharp tongue and something of
an intellectual snob, numbering among her friends the
novelist Henry James. She was the more gifted artist,
especially in pastels.
When Florrie, breaking her vow, married the
businessman Tommy Van Gruisen in 1890, Essie
never forgave him, referring to him contemptuously as
‘the Philistine’. But Florrie kept on with her painting.
Four years later Essie too broke her vow, marrying the
future dramatist Alfred Sutro after he agreed to give up
business and take up one of the arts. Later the Sutros
moved to a country house in Sandhills. This is what
drew Florrie and Tommy to Hambledon Hurst in 1916.
Winton was devoted to his grandparents. When
he was about twelve, Florrie gave him a crystal set,
which involved earphones and the manipulation of a
metal whisker. Although it seemed a miracle that this
could produce any sound at all, its operation was apt to
be frustrating, since it was necessary to keep fiddling
with the position of the whisker in order to keep on the
wave-length. The brothers envied the few friends who
owned a radio with a loudspeaker.
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Florrie, quite apart from her liveliness of mind
and breadth of interests, had a genius for treating
everyone as equals. Her servants stayed with her all
their working lives; the cook and the housemaid whom
Winton knew when he was nearly grown up had been
with her during his mother’s childhood.
Florrie loved music. When in London, she often
accompanied Winton to concerts or the opera. As a
young child, Winton remembered her dispensing tea
from a silver teapot and playing Duo-Art rolls on a
pianola. After Winton went to Cambridge she encouraged him to invite his friends down to Hambledon for
weekends. Florrie treated them as if they were her
contemporaries, and there was no subject that could
not be discussed or in which she failed to show an interest. Winton once found her engaged in a detailed
discussion with two of his friends about sex life in
Newnham and Girton.
Later in life Tommy was afflicted by deafness.
Like many deaf people he sometimes picked up things
he was not intended to hear. At dinner one evening
Winton, his mother and grandmother were discussing
a play they had seen, and mentioned the actress who
played the prostitute. ‘The what?’ asked Tommy suddenly. ‘The prostitute.’ ‘Institute?’ ‘PROSTITUTE.’
‘Can’t hear you.’ ‘The tart!’ ‘Part?’ ‘The sort of girl
you took out before you married me,’ Florrie shouted.
‘Oh!’ said Tommy with a beaming smile, ‘The tart!’
In 1935 Tommy as Lord of the Manor planted an
English oak on the Upper Green at Hambledon to
commemorate King George V’s Silver Jubilee. It is
now a magnificent giant of a tree with wide-spreading,
low-hanging boughs.

After Tommy died in 1941 Florrie lived on at
Hambledon, latterly with a companion, Mrs Stainer.
A stroke and a cataract operation failed to quench her
spirit. In 1955 she paid for Hambledon village pond to
be restored. Before that, many people were unaware
that there had ever been a pond by the shop, it was so
overgrown.
I remember visiting my great grandmother at
Hambledon when she was a very old lady. Smilingly
she would rise from her chair to find me a piece of
chocolate in a drawer.
Florrie died in 1956, aged 92, leaving the house
and Common to her son Harry, who had a place of his
own and did not want them. Winton had known Hambledon all his life and the house was full of happy associations; he was eager that we should not lose the
chance to live there. After extensive alterations we
moved from Milford to Hambledon Hurst in August
1957 (see Moving to Hambledon, Sept. 2017). Today,
a charming portrait of Florrie hangs above the mantelshelf in the lower hall.
Florrie’s daughter
Esther, Winton’s
mother, a pastel
by Florrie.

Bus news: good for the 503, but not the 502
“A more enlightened approach to public transport provision is much needed”, argues Stewart Payne,
as he reports on the latest in the saga of saving rural bus services, which so contribute to the environment
by decreasing car journeys and also act as a lifeline to the many who have no choice but to use them.

F

or several years Hambledon Parish Council has
campaigned to save the 503 Hambledon bus
from being axed. Starting at Lane End it passes
through the village to Hydestile, Milford, Godalming
and Guildford, and operates just three times a week,
twice in each direction, but is a vital link to shops,
banks, surgeries and the wider transport network for
those without cars, many of them elderly.
Operated by Stagecoach, it is heavily subsidised
by Surrey County Council to maintain rural buses. In
recent years Central Government cuts led SCC to review all subsidies, resulting in cuts to services. In 2012
and 2016, 503 was to be scrapped but your Parish
Council successfully lobbied for its retention.
The good news for 2020 is that, for the time being, the 503 is safe, and also the 523, connecting Milford Hospital to Milford, Godalming and Guildford.
SCC has confirmed to the parish council that it has no
plans to alter any routes in the foreseeable future.
News on Hoppa-operated 502 is disappointing.
Hambledon Parish Council, when commenting on the
proposed 100 Leithfield Park homes at Milford Hospital, suggested a weekday peak-hour bus service for
schools and stations, reducing roads congestion. The
developer was required to fund it, January 2017 until

December 2018 on expiry of agreement. Passenger
numbers were increasing but without developer funding, it was not considered sustainable by Hoppa, the
Godalming-based community transport service.
Station Lane/Road between Hambledon and Milford is now heavily congested at peak times, and it will
only worsen when the proposed Milford Golf Course
200 new homes are built and 1,800 at Dunsfold Park,
it is regrettable that the 502 has been abandoned.
The need for an integrated public transport service to relieve ever-increasing congestion on our roads
has never been greater.
Waverley Borough Council, like others around
the UK, declare a climate emergency. Hambledon
Parish Council continues to promote buses and the
reopening of the Guildford-Cranleigh railway line to
deliver a sustainable public transport system for Dunsfold Park with up to 3,400 new homes, yet has only the
narrow Markwick Lane/Salt Lane, Hydestile Crossroads, and Station Lane to Milford Station and the A3.
An inevitable rat-run with no better alternative,
it is already beyond capacity. A more enlightened
approach to public transport provision is much needed
and the 502 could have played a significant and developing role in this. Instead it has ceased.
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A sodden slog
Some were brave enough to take to the South
Downs in spite of a rather accurate forecast,
but were compensated by a good lunch

S

torm Brendan hit hard on Monday with great
gusts of wind and heavy rain during the evening. The outlook for Tuesday 14 January indicated a brief reprieve with more rain and wind sweeping from the South by mid-day.
Not surprisingly, there were
fewer willing to take
their chances against
the elements but
seven of us set off
from Belle Vue Lane
south of Haslemere
for an exhilarating
stride up onto Blackdown, led by RichValewood Farmhouse
ard Appleby.
This western slope offers a gentler meander uphill than the southern slope, passing some interesting
residential properties on the way. Next to the path on
our left were the ponds of Lowder Mill and having
crossed a wooden bridge over the stream to another
path leading uphill we reached the picturesque Valewood Farmhouse chosen by Helen Allingham as one
of the subjects for her famous country cottage paintings in the 1880s, a plate of which appears in her book,
Happy England published in 1903. Sadly, it was while
visiting an old friend here in 1926 that she died of a
sudden illness.
These lowlands that frame the Blackdown hills
form a pleasant mixture of farm and woodland cut by
little streams and criss-crossed with paths and bridleways.
From the pastures above Valewood, Richard
eventually led us
out onto the heath
where tall Scots
Pine, heather and
gorse are the main
features of the
landscape.
Traversing
the hill right, we
cattle
admired the blurry
views of an expanse of lakes near Cotchet Farm.
Out on the more exposed plateau, we began to
feel the wind and rain settling in, (top right).
Taking a path which indicated we were on part
of the Serpent Trail, we came to the most southerly
viewpoint on Blackdown and one of the finest in the
country.

by the dew pond

At 280m (918ft), The Temple of the Winds embraces a wide Wealden panorama extending to the
distant South Downs. The inscribed stone seat serves
as a memorial to the Hunter family, W.E. Hunter having donated this land to the National Trust in 1948.
Although common land, up until that date, Blackdown
had been the property of various landlords through the
ages. The brass plaque set on a platform in front of the
bench enables the visitor to pin-point various landmarks. This was in want of a little cleaning but on this
occasion the mist was swirling and obscuring so much
that the intended views needed to be conjured from the
imagination! (see below)
Setting
what views? imagination needed
off from our
break, we circled around the
top of the hill
on a broad
track where we
encountered
Belted Gallowa y
cat tle
grazing
the
heath. (below
left). We carried on until we met the Sussex Border
Path where we turned left. This marked the start of our
descent to Chase Lane through some rather boggy
woodland and pasture (Lesley’s turn to get mudslicked)! The river Wey, South, rises from springs in
the lower Green-sand and Richard indicated this area
of Valewood that we were squelching through was
where the National Trust intended to enclose a 37 acre
site in preparation for the introduction of beavers.
The rest of the walk followed firm ground on
quiet lanes and passed the front of Lowder Mill and
the house itself. We arrived back at the cars soaked
through but feeling fit and healthy none-the-less and
with an appetite for lunch. A short ride took us to the
Red Lion at Fernhurst where we were able to change
into dry clothes and enjoy a good hot meal.
Thanks to Richard for being a very informative
guide and organising a great venue for lunch!
Next Long Walk Tuesday 11 February,
Meet 9am at Hambledon Village Hall
Next Short Walk Tuesday 25 February
Meet 10am at the Village Hall
Further information from Helena Hockridge
01428 684325 or 07768 548099
All welcome!
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Village Nursery School ‘Outstanding’
WHAT a report! – ‘Head teacher and enthusiastic staff team provide highly
stimulating environment… skills to last a lifetime are taught... lifelong memories
are made… Children have immense fun as they learn’. Kate Walford reports.

H

appy new year from the staff
at Hambledon Nursery School.
We returned after the Christmas holidays
with a spring in our step, very apt for the start of the
spring term. The excellent news of our December
2019 Ofsted Inspection result is carrying us forward
into the new term.
We are very pleased to announce that we received an ‘Outstanding’ judgement across all areas of
our nursery provision, the quality of education, children’s behaviour and attitudes, personal development
and leadership and management.

To summarise Ofsted said; ‘The head teacher
and her extremely enthusiastic staff team succeed in
achieving their strong ethos, that they describe as providing a highly stimulating environment ‘where skills
to last a lifetime are taught and lifelong memories are
made.’ Children have immense fun as they learn’.
‘Staff have an extensive understanding of each
child, their interests, abilities, cultures and backgrounds. They ensure every child has the best possible
opportunities to meet their full potential’.
The level of support from the parents was overwhelming and their positive feedback and testimonials

‘The head teacher and her extremely enthusiastic staff team’ – Ofsted

We are all understandably delighted with this
result and I personally feel so very proud of the team
of fantastic individuals with whom I have the pleasure
of working with. This outcome is only achieved with
the collective hard work, drive, passion and commitment of all staff members and everyone has worked
incredibly hard and with such dedication.
The following is a link to the full Ofsted report
https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50138477

shared with the inspector on the day on the inspection
was mentioned as being especially unique to the nursery when she delivered her feedback. We are very
lucky to work with such inspiring young people and
their families and we will continue to strive to provide
the very best possible early years’ environment that we
can as we look to the future and continue with the very
important task each day at the nursery…. of having
plenty of fun!

Please come and visit our wonderful and thriving nursery school if you have children who are nursery school
aged and you are looking for an ‘outstanding’ nursery school, set in the heart of the beautiful village of Hambledon.
Please call the office to arrange a visit on 01428 684892 or email office@hambledonnurseryschool.co.uk
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Preparing for the cricket season
Arthur Blackman, Vice-Chairman, calls us all to come to
the Club AGM, to discuss how to take the Club onwards after last year’s success.
A thriving Club could do with more coaches and helpers.

T

he club’s Annual General Meeting for 2020
will be held on Tuesday 25 February at 8pm
at the Cricket Pavilion for Members to attend.
Anyone wishing to become a new or non-playing
member is also welcome to take part and add to the
discussions. This meeting is very important as it is for
the election of Club Captains, Club Officers, Welfare
Officer, Juniors Organisers etc. for the 2020 season.
Also to discuss are the clubs finances and future plans.
General items for the coming year are:

Hambledon Cricket Club – Senior Sides 2020.
We will continue with a 1st XI League Team and
Friendly Teams for the 2020 year but we still need
more players. We must try and win the Village League
Title again this year..
Please contact us if you like to play for HCC or
would like to help in the running of the Club Matches.
i.e. scoring, umpiring, making teas, ground maintenance or helping in other ways etc.
Hambledon Cricket Club – Junior Section 2020
The Cricket Club now has full “Club Mark” accreditation. We will be running Junior Training and Coaching
sessions and sides for 7-9s, Under 11s, and U13s.

All age groups will be entered into the Berkeley Sports
League for their relevant age group, and we expect
between 6-8 league games for each.
We need your help and support to run these
Junior Teams.
Coaches for Juniors: We are looking for more
Qualified Junior Coaches. If anyone, male or female,
would like to take up this challenge for us, coaching
courses can be arranged with Surrey CC during the
winter and spring months. Hambledon CC will cover
the costs of the training etc.
If you are a juniors’ Dad or Mum, maybe
you could help? Please call us if you would like to
help in any way. Alexander Wood 07753 832323,
Caroline Tristem 01428 685455 or Arthur Blackman
01428 683871.
If you require any information about the club,
please call the Club Captain, Mark Burton 07722
752465; Friendly Coordinator, Andrew Dunn 07973
748861; Secretary, Sion Griffiths 07775 516448.
Come and play some real Village Cricket
for Hambledon this year.
Arthur Blackman, Vice-Chairman

25 February – Shrove Tuesday: Who’s for pancakes?
Why do we have pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, as we call it today? And what is Shrove
Tuesday? And why do thousands of people feel it rewarding to race along a street somewhere tossing pancakes from their frying pans as they go?
Well, the answer to the first question is that it is the day before
Lent begins and for well over a thousand years that has meant it was the
last chance to enjoy meat, fat and other tasty dishes until Easter Day.
The ‘Lent Fast’ was widely and strictly observed. The food in the larder
wouldn’t keep for six weeks so it had to be eaten. With all these rich
foods no wonder the French call it ‘Fatty Tuesday’ – Mardi Gras.
So, what have pancake races got to do with all this solemnity?
‘Shrove’ is an old word for ‘forgiven’ and in those days to prepare for the
rigours of Lent people would want to confess and seek forgiveness – not
quite what you want at a party. The answer is quite simply enjoying yourself while you can! So, on Shrove Tuesday this year let’s have some fun
and make it last as long as possible.
The most convincing (and amusing) of the explanations of pancake
races is of outwitting the Sexton who rang the curfew bell that marked
the start of Lent. He was reluctant to do it while the race was unfinished.
So, the revelry caused by dropped pancakes, postponed the inevitable.
Since the Reformation it has not been so rigorously observed in
Britain, but still people will resolve to ‘give up something for Lent’.
Six weeks is about right as a duration and Sunday has always been
exempt but make the most of those pancakes. They may well not reappear until 12 April !
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A great new President’s Cup
New president, with exciting goalfest at the Cup,
yet more mountains to climb, but still above water,
and welcome to a ‘rare manager’s goal’.

H

ambledon staged
their first President’s Cup since
Mic Coleman’s passing,
with his son Tim stepping
into the role. He has some
big shoes to fill. A bumper
crowd at Badger Park enjoyed a goal fest as the First
team beat the Reserves 5-2.
In a close game with clinical finishing the difference.
The First team will be
hoping it’s not the only silverware they will be lifting.
But 2020 did not start well
for them with a disappointing 4-1 defeat at home to
Lightwater in a game which
saw Will Grove see Red. This was followed up with a
creditable 1-1 draw at home to Guildford United,
many peoples’ tips to win the league, with Kuda on the
scoresheet.
The Reserves had more luck starting 2020 with
an emphatic 6-1 win away to Lightwater as they look
to keep pace with Keens Park Rangers. Mike Cheesman (3), Charlie Reddick (2) and Simon Boxall on the
scoresheet. However they lost ground at the top with
1-1 draw away to Hersham. The Dons conceded just
before half time but despite numerous chances in the
second half they found the Hersham keeper in inspired
form to keep the Dons out. And they needed manager
Matt Kiley to salvage a draw with a rare goal.
Hambledon A kept their promotion hopes alive
with a good win away to Surrey Athletic winning 2-1,
with goals from Warburton and Hitchcock. But they
let a 2-0 lead slip in the next game to Guildford Park
to lose 3-2.

Hambledon Vets are having a tough time in the
league as they battle relegation from Division One.
This is the highest level the Dons can compete with
many teams boasting ex semi-pro players. The Dons
are accrediting themselves well, but were had a 4-0
defeat to Rushmoor, before exiting the Eric Holbrook
Cup in a 3-0 defeat. In a cup that is open aged, they
were knocked out by Hartley Witney Sunday side.
The Vets reserves kept their promotion hopes
alive with a fine 5-0 win over Wrecclesham at Badger
Park. Their first clean sheet of the season as they comfortably beat a promotion rival. However this was followed up with a disappointing exit in the quarter final
of the cup, losing 6-0 to Camberley.
We hope to welcome you down to Badger Park
soon for a game and to cheer the boys on.

Come On You Dons.

What are angels like?
Try asking school children that question, and you’ll get some imaginative replies! Like these….
Angels have a lot to do and they keep very busy. If you lose a tooth, an angel comes in through
your window and leaves money under your pillow. Then when it gets cold, angels go south for the
winter. – Sara, aged 6
Angels live in cloud houses made by God and His Son, who's a very good carpenter. – Jared, 8
All angels are girls because they have to wear dresses and boys didn't go for it. – Anthony, aged 9
My angel is my grandma who died last year. She got a big head start on helping me while she was
still down here on earth. - Kate, aged 9

Hambledon Parish Magazine, February 2020 Page 23

GOD

Behemoth and Leviathan

IN THE

ARTS

As part of his continuing series on animals and birds as seen in art
and scripture, the Rev. Michael Burgess turns his attention this month
to William Blake and his engravings based on the Book of Job.

T

he canticle we call the Benedicite began its life
as the Song of the Three Holy Children. In the
midst of their terrifying ordeal in the burning
fiery furnace, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
praise God.

They call on the sky above, the seasons and all
that grows and moves on the earth to join them. Their
song invites the whales in the sea, the birds of the air
and all creatures to echo their praise. Finally, they ask
all people who are holy and humble in heart to bless
God, the creator of all that is.
During this year we are exploring the glory and
wonder of creation, especially animals and birds. The
song of the Benedicite praising that creation is born of
pain and testing. That ordeal is the theme of another
book in the Old Testament – Job. We are told that he
was an upright, blameless man, but he suffered. That
pain tested his faith and he demanded an explanation
from God.
The book of Job inspired the visionary work of
the poet and painter, William Blake. In 1823 he began
creating a series of 22 engravings, illustrating Job,
which were based on earlier water-colours.

Perhaps few artists could realize it as skilfully as
he did. They were the last he created. Plate 13 [below]
depicting “God answered Job out of the whirlwind”
gives us the mystical scale of Job’s narrative. We can
read this in the Book of Job, chapters 39-41 .
God asks Job if he was there at the creation.
Can he begin to understand the marvels of this world –
the mountain goat giving birth, a horse running
through a meadow, or the eagle soaring in the sky?
They praise God, like all the creatures in the
Benedicite, by their very being. Finally, God points to
Behemoth and Leviathan – the hippopotamus and the
crocodile – who are symbols of power and brute
strength. They are shown in Plate 15 [on left] and fill
the orb of the world, in the same way as they dominate creation. Blake also wrote these lines:
“Lo! now the direful monster, whose skin clings
To his strong bones, strides o'er the groaning rocks:
He withers all in silence, and his hand
Unclothes the earth, and freezes up frail life.”
– William Blake, Poetical Sketches – Winter, 1783
God answers Job with this catalogue of wonders to assure him that He is the Creator but that He
also responds to the cries of humanity.
Job may not understand the stars above nor the
earth beneath his feet; but, through meeting God, his
life has gained meaning and value. His fortunes are
restored, and he ends his days as one of the holy and
humble of heart who praise God in the Benedicite.
The Three Children of the fiery furnace and Job
– they assure us that this world is full of wonders and
glory that show the handiwork of God. When we
realise that, we will join them in singing hymns of
praise and thanksgiving.
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The new team gets going
Jake and David have settled in after a busy Christmas period,
bringing us a recap of their first few months in the village and
news of a new menu at the Harriers.

I

t’s been a very busy eight weeks for David and me
(Jake), with big shoes to fill as we went through
the busiest time of the year at the Harriers. Although the weather has been unseasonably mild and
wet, it hasn’t stopped many of you from coming in to
say hello!
I thought I’d do the same with my very first article in the Parish Magazine. In the future, I’ll make sure
to fill you in on upcoming events, but this time I’m
just finding my feet.
The Christmas period has now passed, and the
staff took great pleasure burning the Christmas trees
and taking down the decorations – they said something
about it being “very cathartic”. Dry January was an
eventful time for many of us, but despite the hit to our
revenue we’re still going strong into February.
David and I hope that those of you who’ve
joined us for a meal in the last two months have enjoyed the specials he has been working hard on with
Jack and the rest of the kitchen staff. If you’ve been in
since the start of this month, you’ll have tried the new
menu – please let us know what you think.
Hambledon is certainly very different from Milton Keynes, where I was prior to taking up the manager’s post here at the Harriers. However, you’ve all
made me feel very welcome, and all that’s left is for
someone to take me shooting and my conversion to the
rural lifestyle will be complete.

In other news, David ran a marathon at the end
of last month and will likely become a regular fixture
on our roads. Please keep an eye out for him and drive
carefully – I don’t want to have to find a new chef
after just getting used to the one I’ve got!
And lastly, I have to finish with the sad news that
Lucky – our llama mother of two – passed away on the
11th of January. Her crias are being looked after by the
rest of the herd, but she will be sorely missed.
Jake, David and the Harriers Team.

Butternut medallions, honey, chilli, sage
Butternut Medallions with Honey, Red Chilli and Sage. The dense flesh and natural
sweetness of butternut squash make it tasty and robust enough to roast, mash or fry, but
Sam prefers cutting them into slices and roasting with a simple honey marinade.

INGREDIENTS
1 tsp. honey
1 tsp. Finely chopped red chilli
2 tbsp. Olive oil

Handful of sage leaves,
ripped into small pieces
½ tsp. crushed garlic
20 butternut medallions

The dense flesh and natural sweetness of butternut
squash make it tasty and robust enough to roast,
mash or fry, but I prefer cutting them into slices and
roasting with a simple honey marinade.
If you are feeling lazy you might be able to
find them peeled and pre-cut, but it’s not so hard to
do your own. Choose a butternut with a big neck,
peel, then thickly slice into medallions

Heat the oven to 200ºC or get the braai fire to
medium hot. Mix honey, chilli, olive oil, sage and
garlic together and pour over the butternut, turning
over so they are well coated.
Lay the medallions on a greased baking tray
and cook at 200/180º Fan/gas 5 for 30-35 minutes, turning half way through until they are golden
and slightly caramelised around the edges.

Sam’s The Tin and Traybake Cookbook is out now.
Follow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood
samgatesfood www.samgatesfood.co.uk
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Puzzle Page
Crossword
ACROSS
1 Set up (9)
8 American state (5)
9 However (3)
10 Turn on its head
11 Wrath (3)
12 Survive (5)
14 Greeting (5)
16 Bullfighter’s cry (3).
17 Car for four or
more people (5)
18 Large body of water (3)
20 Relating to birth (5)
21 Offensive (9)

DOWN
1 Cathedral city (3)
2 Tantalise (9
3 Royal blood colour? (4)
4 Beautiful but aloof
woman (3, 6)
5 Tanned animal skin (4)
6 List of policies (9)
7 Course of travel (5)
13 Move rolling stock (5)
15 Capital of Norway (4)
16 Striped stone (4)
19 Beast of burden (3)

Word Search

Maze


In New Testament times 40 days
old was an important age for a
baby boy – when he made his first
‘public appearance’. Mary, like all
good Jewish mothers, went to the
Temple with Jesus, her first male
child – to ‘present him to the Lord’.
At the same time, she, as a new
mother, was ‘purified’.
Thus came the Festival of
the Presentation of Christ in the
Temple, 40 days after Christmas.
Jesus is described in The Bible as
the ‘Light of the World’ and early
Christians developed the tradition of lighting many candles celebrating
this day. The Church also began the custom of blessing the church’s
yearly supply of candles on this day – hence the name, Candlemas.
The story can be found in Luke 2:22-40. Simeon’s great declaration
of faith and recognition of who Jesus was is of course found in the
Nunc Dimittis, now in the Office of Evening Prayer.


Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate

Answers to all puzzles on page 34
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It’s getting inspiring, inside or out
The stag bells, winter snows, summer has gone. Wind high and cold, the sun low,
short its course. The sea running high.
Deep red the bracken; its shape is lost;
The wild goose has raised its accustomed cry,
Cold has seized the birds' wings;
Season of ice, this is my news. – Irish poem, 9th Century

W

hat a lots of rain we have had; I have not
seen the ground so sodden for a very long
time, which makes it difficult to get out
there doing anything. But it is great to see the early
daffodils out with their pale yellow flowers, a sure
sign of spring to come. Flowering snowdrops, the yellow cups of the winter-aconites, all seem to be spreading slowly and happily together with cyclamen coum
and primroses in my garden;

Perennials annuals and bulbs: Potted flowering
snowdrops and winter-aconites plants can be planted
now while they are still in active growth; this works
particularly well for snowdrops; bigger clumps can be
divided and replanted. To keep winter containers
looking good, regularly remove weeds and debris,
deadhead bedding plants and move containers under
temporary cover when the soil is sodden. Hellebores
come into their own at this time of year; if buying
them from a garden centre, I go for those that have
outwards rather than downwards blooms such as
“Madame Lemonnier” with a long lasting succession
of big dark pink flowers, with quite short and sturdy
dark stems; they can flower from January right through
to the beginning of April; the best time to feed hellebores is August/September with some spent mushroom compost or calcified seaweed.
Trees and shrubs: I treasure those early flowering
winter shrubs, like witch hazels which come out this
month and remain unblemished even after the hardest
frost. Another shrub, so good at this time of year, is
the fiery salix and cornus selecions grown for their
colourful stems. Still time to plant deciduous bare-root
trees, hedging and roses, now that they are still dormant. It is not too late to renovate overgrown deciduous hedges, like beech, hawthorn and hornbeam,
which can be reduced by as much as half.
Veg and fruit: To get the vegetable growing season
off to a flying start warm the soil by covering the prepared soil with cloches, fleece, or black polythene and
leave it in place until needed.

The Garden

in February

Vegetable seeds can be sown under cover for an early
start by putting them on a sunny windowsill, a warm
propagator or in a heated greenhouse; be aware in germinating large quick-growing tender plants indoors
too soon, as they will quickly become too leggy; wait
until April to sow courgettes, cucumbers and sweetcorn. Autumn fruiting raspberries can be pruned now;
cut all stems right down to the ground. I have a problem with the autumn raspberries, most of which have
died within 5 years; in the first year they were vigorous with lots of fruits, thereafter the plants got smaller
and smaller and eventually died; getting some advise I
was told that the problem is cane blight, (when the
bottom part of the stems gets darker than the rest) and
nothing can be done about it; so I will need to uproot
the rest too; no raspberries should be grown there or
the soil has to be taken out, as it is a soil born decease;
other soft fruits are unaffected, so can be planted in
their place. Summer raspberries can still be pruned, if
not done after flowering in the summer, by cutting
back the canes that have fruited last year to ground
level; then, in early March, apply a general fertilizer,
like growmore or fish, blood and bone, followed by a
mulch of well-rotted manure or garden compost.
Wild life: Pots of crocus and primroses, available
now from garden centres, will help provide food for
bumblebees roused from hibernation. If feeding birds
with a birdfeeder, clear up debris from beneath to discourage visits from rodents. Amphibians will start
emerging in wet conditions when the temperature is
above 5º C; and will start laying their spawn; first to
appear is frogspawn with blackish brown embryos laid
in clumps in shallow water; toad spawn follows a
week or two later as long jet-black embryos, often
wrapped around tall-stemmed vegetation in slightly
deeper water; spawn plays a vital part of the food
chain, feeding fish, dragonfly larvae, grass snakes and
birds. It is better to wait with turning the compost heap
until April when any hibernating creatures will have
woken up and moved out of the heap.

Psalm 23 Garden coming to RHS Chelsea with the Bible Society
The Psalm 23 Garden at RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2020, designed by Sarah Eberle, will offer visitors the
chance “to stop, reflect, and feel refreshed”. The Bible Society said: “This powerful psalm, with its visual imagery of green pastures, still waters and the valley of the shadow of death, just cries out to be turned into a
garden. “We hope you’ll love it. And after the Chelsea Flower Show, the garden will find a permanent home at
the Winchester Hospice in Hampshire, where it will be a blessing to patients and families.”
The Bible Society says it is also hoping that people will “join us in creating community gardens across
the country inspired by the Psalm 23 Garden. You can do this outside your office, in your school grounds, or in
your churchyard. Let’s get gardening!”
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Celebrating February
Recalling the good old days when he was with the
Morris Men, dancing in the summer, Ross’s thoughts rewind to
February and even to Christmas crackers

D

on’t forget the Hambledon Heritage Society
AGM and, no, I don’t really know why we
call it the AGM! There will be wine and food
on the go as usual and this year’s speaker is none other
than our Lord of the Manor, Stephen Dean, who will
be talking about his family’s history and the history of
the village so it should be very interesting and perhaps
(as I know him quite well) a bit tongue in cheek!
So put Wednesday 18 March in the Village Hall
in your diary or on your electronic thingy! Also there
will be our famous raffle (see page 11). All proceeds
go towards the Hambledon Heritage Society’s holiday
in the South of France . Only kidding … It’s Brighton!
A slightly damp winter… I could ‘surf’ all the
way to the shop, but not back home, and not to the
Harriers!
Ghastly cracker jokes …
Q. What do you get hanging from Father Christmas’s
roof?
A. Tired arms!
Q. What does Santa suffer from if he gets stuck in a
chimney? A. Claus-trophobia!
Nooooo!
Q. Who delivers presents to cats?
A. Santa Paws!
Ok, one more then …
Two snowmen in a field. One turns to the other and
says “I don’t know about you but I can smell carrots”. Ahem…
How about some ancient February celebrations?
2nd: Imbolc Candlemas Festival – Ripon Cathedral
2nd: Clown’s Service – now Hackney, London 3pm

27th: Jethart Ba’ Handball Game – Jedburgh/Scottish
Borders … violent!
(But not the 16th Slaithwaite Moonrakers
Festival Procession – it’s every other year!)
Gathering for dance with the Cup Hill Morris.

I danced with the Cup Hill Morris Men (the old name
for Hydon’s Ball) for around 35 years (see photo) but
as with most men’s sides, we gradually faded away.
Local ladies team will perform on Hydon Ball dawn
on 1st May and do the old Mummers Play ‘The Worm
of Wormley Hill’ – worm being the old word for
dragon! And of course, 1st of May at dawn on top of
Hydon’s Ball, you can watch the Morris Dance in the
summer.
Wassail! Ross

Nelson Mandela – freed 30 years ago
Nelson Mandela, who led the movement to end South African apartheid, was released from prison 30
years ago this month, on 11th February 1990. He became President of South Africa in 1994.
Mandela had been involved with the African National Congress since 1944, advocating non-violent
resistance. But after the Sharpeville massacre of peaceful demonstrators in 1960, he helped organise
a paramilitary branch of the ANC.
He was arrested for treason in 1961 but was acquitted. He was arrested again in 1962 for illegally
leaving the country, then again in 1964 on charges of sabotage. The same year he was sentenced to
life in prison.
When F W de Klerk became President in 1989, as part of the shift away from apartheid he lifted the
ban on the ANC, and then ordered Mandela’s release. In 1993, Mandela and de Klerk were jointly
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
Mandela was raised as a Methodist and had strong Christian convictions, which he rarely aired in
public for fear of alienating those who did not believe. In 1999 he said: "Without the church, without
religious institutions, I would never have been here today … Religion was one of the motivating factors
in everything we did”.
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Continental citizens in UK after Brexit?
With Brexit occurring before this magazine is seen by many, what about
those of us who are EU, EEA or Swiss Citizens, and who want to stay in The UK
after Brexit? The following Citizens’ Advice Bureau may be useful.

Y

ou should check if you need to apply to the
EU settlement scheme. There is no charge to
apply to the scheme at https://www.gov.uk/
eusettledstatus
Marie* and her partner Roger* came to our office to check what they needed to do to remain in the
UK. Marie is a French citizen who has been in the UK
for 3 years. She wants to remain in the UK, but her job
may require her to work abroad for short periods in the
future. Roger is a Swiss national and has been here for
6 years. The adviser checked the following with them:
You don’t need to apply if you are a British or
Irish citizen.
If you were born in the UK you may already
have or be eligible for British citizenship
If you have ‘indefinite leave to remain’ you don’t
need to apply for settled status, but if you do, you will
be able to live for up to 5 years outside the UK without
losing your status (with ‘indefinite leave to remain’ the
maximum is 2 years)
If you have a Permanent Residence document it
will not be valid after 31st December 2020 and you
will need to apply for settled status or British Citizenship.
He went on to explain that: If the UK leaves the
EU with a deal, the rights of EU citizens living in the
UK will remain the same until 30 June 2021. To apply
to the resettlement scheme you need to have been living in the UK by 31 December 2020. If successful,
you’ll be able to stay in the UK after 30 June 2021.
If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, to apply
to the EU settlement scheme you will need to have
been living in the UK before the date we leave. The
deadline for applying will be 31 December 2020.
The status you will get will depend on the length of
time you have been living in the UK when you apply.

Settled status – if you have started living in the
UK by 31st December 2020 (or the date the UK leaves
the EU without a deal) and have lived in the UK for a
continuous 5 year period i.e. at least 6 months in any
12 month period, you should get settled status and will
be able to stay as long as you like. You will be able to
spend up to 5 years in a row outside the UK (4 years
for Swiss citizens) without losing your status. Roger
said that he should be eligible for this, but Marie said
she wouldn’t.
Pre-settled status – If you don’t have 5 years’
continuous residence when you apply, you’ll usually
get pre-settled status. You must have started living in
the UK by 31st December 2020 (or by the date the UK
leaves the EU without a deal). You can stay for a further 5 years from the date you get your pre-settled
status and can spend two years in a row outside the
UK without losing your status. You can apply to
change this to settled status once you have 5 years
continuous residence. Marie confirmed that this would
meet her needs.
Both wanted to know what the rules would be if
they wanted to bring relatives into the UK in the future. The adviser showed them https://www.gov.uk/
settled-status-eu-citizens-families which they said they
would look at themselves. For free, independent, confidential advice on a wide range of topics call 0344
848 7969, visit our office at Bridge Street, Godalming
Mon-Fri:10am-4pm or see: www.citizensadvice.org.uk
Citizens Advice Waverley is a registered charity
no 1098859. You can help local people get the support
they need by making a donation at:
www.waverleycab.org.uk/fundraising
Registered company no 4823693. Authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
FRN:617568
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Useful Information and Telephone Numbers
GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES
Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses
Health Visitors

01428 682218
01428 685249
01428 685249

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG
Tel: Doctors

01483 415885

– Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ
Tel: Doctors
Health Visitors & Community Nurses

01483 414461
01483 415564

Chiddingfold – pending rebuilding of the surgery,
for all Information…
please telephone

01428 683174

HOSPITALS
Royal Surrey County Hospital
Milford Hospital
Haslemere Hospital

01483 571122
01483 782000
01483 783000

Equipment for short term use
Some items only required for a short time (usually three months) may be borrowed from
the British Red Cross which operates out of a unit in Sainsbury’s (Godalming) car park on
Tuesdays from 13.30- 5.00. Available equipment could include bed blocks, bed cradles,
back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, bed pans and urinals. Full details can be found at their
website, Red Cross Mobility Equipment Centre Surrey.
POLICE
Police Community Support Officer:
e-mail:
Urgent calls:
Non-urgent and crime reporting

12010 Karen Phillips
waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
999
101

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS
Area 1
Area 2
Area 3
Area 4
Area 5
Area 6
Area 7
Area 8

Mrs Sally Marks
Mr Arthur Blackman
Miss Jane Woolley
Mrs Caroline Pitt
Mr Alf Hammond
Mr John Tidmarsh
Mr Ion Campbell
Mr Bryon Ware

Hydestile
Church Lane
Woodlands Road
Malthouse Lane
Cricket Green
Lane End
Feathercombe Lane
Hambledon Park

01483 427249
01428 683871
01428 684213
01428 682940
01428 683625
01428 682067
01483 860264
01428 289132

UTILITIES
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours

0800 3169800
0845 2780845
0800 0727282
0800 111 999
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors

Clerk

John Anderson
Mary Grove
Mike Parry
Robin McKeith
Stewart Payne
Sean Sinnott
Philip Underwood
Julie Flenley
Email

01428 682666
01483 415815
01428 682303
01428 682334.
01483 425250
01428 682735
01428 682742
01428 683903
clerkofhpc@outlook.com

Surrey County Councillor Mrs Victoria Young

0203 65015995

Waverley Borough Councillors
Jan Floyd-Douglass
Trevor James Sadler

01428 687772.
01428 681884

GENERAL
Borough Hall

01483 523333

Cinema, Borough Hall (Tickets & Information)

01483 523004

Library

01483 422743

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange deliveries

01428 682176

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office
(and see page 3 for more information)

01483 421267

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings

01428 683588

Train Information
Times and fares for all national services

0845 7484950

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without
transport: ring 01428 682959. If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390
VETERINARY SURGEONS
Milford Veterinary Hospital
37, New Road, Milford
Rivendell
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe
In an emergency, ring either number

01483 414747
01483 421833

Hambledon Village Shop, Deli/Café & Post Office Opening Times
Shop

Deli/Café

Monday

08:30 – 17:00

09:00 – 16:00*

09:30 – 12:30 & 13:30 – 16:30

Tuesday

08:30 – 17:00
08:30 – 17:00
08:30 – 17:00

09:00 – 16:00*
09:00 – 16:00*
09:00 – 16:00*

09:30 – 12:30
09:30 – 12:30
09:30 – 12:30 & 13:30 – 16:30

Saturday

08:30 – 17:00
08:30 – 1 4:00

09:00 – 16:00*
09:00 – 13:30**

09:30 – 12:30 & 13:30 – 16:30
09:30 – 12:30

Sunday

08:30 – 14:00

09:00 – 13:30**

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

* last orders for lunch at 14.30

Post Office

CLOSED

** last orders for brunch at 13.00
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Puzzle Solutions
Crossword

Word Search
Forty
Days
Baby
Boy
Public
Appearance
Mary
Jewish
Mothers
Temple
Jesus
Purified
Present

Lord
Festival
Presentation
Light
World
Candlemas
Simeon
Nunc
Dimittis
Office
Evening
Prayer

Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate
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