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Sunday Services
Full details of these and other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month, shown on page 5.
The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.
Details from Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267
Alpha details and information from: Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals: contact Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office
01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm)
Where there is sickness or where a visit
would be valued, please contact the Church Wardens
The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays

Copy deadline for the
April magazine is

Thursday, 19 March

The Associate Vicar is normally off duty on Fridays
The nearest Roman Catholic churches are:
St Teresa of Avila, Chiddingfold,
(Fr Irek Stadler, 01428 643877) ;
St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming, and
St Joseph’s, Milford (Fr Jonathan How, 01483 416880)
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Treasurer’s letter – March

Dear all

I

t is one year since we launched a fundraising campaign to recruit a new vicar for Hambledon. Those
who attended the March 2019 meeting in the village hall (or read the leaflets which were heroically
delivered in the rain) will recall the background. Hambledon had not had a dedicated vicar since Rev
Catherine McBride moved in October 2017. Although it was intended that she would be replaced, several obstacles stalled the process. Mervil Bottom, rented from the Diocese like most clergy houses, suffered severe flood damage at the hands of the ‘Beast from the East’ in February 2018. It was many
months before the house was repaired. The Diocese then questioned whether it was feasible to appoint a
new vicar at all. With total church running costs around £120,000 a year and average income of £80,000,
the fears were obvious. Straight-talk and feedback were important. It was explained that church income
is made up entirely of gifts or donations, there is no ‘central fund’, and that fees for baptisms, weddings
and funerals go directly to the Church of England. Most people give to the church by way of monthly
standing order or by kindly putting something into the collection plate at services. Others give one-off or
occasional gifts to suit their circumstances. Gift Aid is a welcome boost. People were therefore asked to
consider an increase to existing giving or to pledge new regular or one-off gifts. The response was uplifting. The pledges came in and, of course, we are now blessed to have Rev Simon Willetts and Naomi.
On the subject of finances, as Treasurer, I am obliged to point out that income typically flatlines
and expenses typically increase. For that reason, I would ask anyone who may not have made a pledge
last year to consider doing so this year, if they feel able. All gifts are confidential and can be restricted
for specific purposes. It is important also to recognise those who generously give their time or talents to
maintain the church and prepare it for services.
In the course of discussions last year it was noted that the church is one of the constituent parts of
village life which, together with our shop, pub, hall, schools and all our clubs and societies, make
Hambledon a special place to live in, or to visit. It was also noted that those who do not attend church
regularly still value the presence of the church and a resident vicar. These are matters very much in mind
right now. It is important people know the church is there for everyone and not just for Sundays. Take a
look at the website to see what’s going on: www.bhcgodalming.org. You will see coffee mornings,
breakfasts, hearing aid clinics, various activities and get-togethers, listed amongst the usual schedule of
services. The church itself is open every day. The visitors’ book shows that people from all corners of
Surrey and beyond enjoy dropping in. It is a wonderful place for calm reflection or quiet thought (or
simply a rest while out walking).
Perhaps an appropriate verse for the moment would still be 1 Peter 5 : 6
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.

All the best,

Andrew

Andrew Dunn
Treasurer
St. Peter’s, Hambledon
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CHURCH CALENDAR
March 2020

1st March
1st Sunday of Lent

9.00 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am
Messy Church
___________________________________________________
Thursday 5th March
9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
___________________________________________________
8th March
9.00 am
Morning Prayer (BCP)
2nd Sunday of Lent
10.30 am
Morning Worship & Baptism
___________________________________________________
Thursday 12th March
9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
___________________________________________________
15th March
9.00 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
3rd Sunday of Lent
10.30 am
Holy Communion (CW)
___________________________________________________
Thursday 19th March
9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
___________________________________________________
Saturday 21st March
8.30-10 am Prayer Breakfast
A time to meet together for prayer. All are welcome.
___________________________________________________
22nd March Mothering Sunday 9.00 am
Morning Prayer (BCP)
4th Sunday of Lent
10.30 am
Morning Worship
___________________________________________________
Thursday 26th March
9-9.30 am
Morning Prayer
__________________________________________
29th March
no 9.00 am Service
* clocks go forward
5th Sunday of Lent
10.30 am BST * Morning Worship
Mission Sunday
4.00 pm BST* Combined Lent Choral Evensong
__________________________________________
and April...

Thursday 2nd April

9-9.30 am

Morning Prayer

____________________________________________________
5th April
Palm Sunday

10.00 am
8.00 am

9.00 am
10.30 am

Classic Service in Church:

Holy Communion (BCP)
Messy Church

Contemporary Service in School:
1st Sunday: All Age – Mark Puddephat &
the FUSE Team
2nd Sunday: Morning Worship
3rd Sunday: Holy Communion (CW)
4th Sunday: Morning Worship

Every Sunday: Holy Communion (said)

1st Sunday: Morning Worship
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion (CW)
3rd Sunday: Morning Worship

– Groups for children of all ages in various locations: turn up and ask!
6.30 pm Benefice Evening Worship:
1st Sunday: Holy Communion;
2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays: Evening Worship;
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*clocks go forward

3rd Sunday: Unplugged

PARISH & PEOPLE
CAROL ROSEMARY SELBY
12 November 1944-13 December 2019
In loving memory of Carol Selby (Princess Rosebud) who was buried at
St Peter’s Church on 17 January 2020.
Carol was the younger sister of Christine Blanchard who now lives at
the family home Oliver Cottage. Hambledon has always been the hub to the
family with Aunty Rose and her brothers Len and Sid living in the village. The
sisters spent all their spare time at Oliver Cottage playing in the garden and
collecting wood for the fire, a tradition that has been passed on through the
family.
Carol was married to Alan Selby, who loved her so much. And during her
last years when she suffered from dementia, Alan was always there to care for
her with the support of their two sons Adrian and Darren, of whom she was so
proud. She was loved by all and will always be remembered for her remarkable services to the British Red Cross. “You are going to be so sadly missed”.
Christine (sister) and her son Michael Blanchard

Lent, Easter, and The Bible Course
Hambledon and the Benefice mark Lent, Passion Sunday, Palm Sunday and Holy Week,
and celebrate Easter with these services and The Bible Course.
29 March Lent Evensong
16:00 at Hambledon Church

9:30 Whole Church Family Service, Busbridge Church
11:30 Churches Together Service, Meet outside Fatface Godalming
12:00 (Midday) Hour at the cross at Hambledon Church
3* April Nursery School Service revised date 14:30 Hot Cross Bun Walk from Busbridge to Hambledon
11:30 at Hambledon Church
11 April Easter Saturday
5 April Palm Sunday
15:00 Easter Garden Service at Busbridge Church
9.00 Holy Communion at Hambledon Church
12 April Easter Day
10:30 Messy Church at Hambledon Church
9.00 Holy Communion at Hambledon Church
9 April Maundy Thursday
10:30 Family Service with Easter egg hunt ! Hambledon Church
20:00 United Benefice Service, Busbridge Church
10 April Good Friday

Ever wondered what the Bible is all about?
♦ How does it fit together?
♦ How should we interpret it?
♦

T

he Bible Course is an overview of the Bible. Whether you
are well versed or with little experience it is a brilliant way
to bring the Bible to life. A very engaging way to understand the
whole Bible story that is accessible to all.
The format will start with worship, then followed by a
video, a small group discussion, another short video followed by a short time for personal reflection.
Refreshments provided, with a suggested donation of £5
to include the course book.
19:30 Gather
(Thursdays from 10:00)
19:45 Short time of worship
20:00 Start
21:15 Finish

This 8 week course, will run Wednesday
evenings, or Thursday mornings,
at Busbridge Church, GU7 1XB

4 March Session 1 Introducing the Bible
11 March Session 2 Creation and Covenant
18 March Session 3 Exodus & Promised Land
25 March Session 4 Judges & Kings
1 April Session 5 Exile & Prophets
Break for Easter
15 April Session 6 Jesus & the Gospels
22 April Session 7 Acts & the Church
29 April Session 8 Revelation and Review
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Hambledon

An uneventful event
For once it seems that it’s all peace and quiet in Hambledon: at least,
if there is trouble brewing, it hadn’t got to the ears of the Parish Council
when it met on 11 February. It really was business as it should be.

T

he Parish Council met on 11 February. The first
item of business was to confirm that Hambledon’s Waverley Borough Councillors, Jan
Floyd-Douglass and Trevor Sadler, would be jointly
hosting a surgery for Hambledon residents on 22 February: hopefully this will have been useful, and if so,
that it can be repeated from time to time.
The Clerk was pleased to inform Councillors that
budgets were being met, including Cllr. Parry’s
maintenance budget, with the work almost complete
for the financial year, including ditching, hedge cutting
and maintaining public rights of way through the village.
Councillors reviewed planning matters, together
with a licence application for a unit in the Old Coal
Yard. Cllr. Payne reported on the visit to Orchard
Farm by staff from the Ministry of Local Housing
during their tour of sites in Hambledon, Dunsfold and
Chiddingfold (see separate report by Cllr Payne).
Cllr. Grove reported that the village Speedwatch
team would be restarting their work in the spring.
Cllr. McKeith reported that the village Risk Analysis
had been completed.

Parish Council

Invitations would shortly be sent out to local
organisations for the annual Parish Assembly on 23
April, which it was hoped all villagers would attend to
receive an up-date on Hambledon’s numerous
activities. The Parish Assembly would also be the
opportunity for everyone to sign up for the annual
litter pick, on Saturday 25 April from 10am to 12pm
(please meet at the village shop), after which the
Parish Council would be providing a BBQ for all
participants.
It was confirmed that the Hambledon Festival
was moving on apace and that a full programme of
events was planned for the weekend of 19– 21 June..
Tickets were now available for Jazz on the Green and
the Clerk was looking forward to the dog show at
which Cllr. Underwood would once again be
officiating!
All Parish Council business, including meeting
minutes and current agenda, can be found on the
village website: www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk.
Please contact the Clerk if you have any
concerns at clerkofhpc@outlook.com .

Hambledon Annual Village Meeting 2020
Thursday 23 April in the Village Hall
Doors open 7.30pm (for a glass of wine and a chance to chat)
Start of meeting: 8pm
Join us to hear what the Parish Council
has achieved in the last 12 months.
Also meet representatives from
all the village organisations that are working
to improve your community.

Come along for a casual,
relaxed evening with friends.
*********
THEN… on Saturday 25 April 10am-12noon –

Our Village Clean-Up

(All equipment supplied.)

followed by a FREE barbeque outside the Village Shop starting at midday.
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around the village
What’s happening . . . ..in and

1st

Invitation to Sing with King Edward’s School, Witley, Chapel Choir
They will perform Fauré’s Requiem, and invite the local community to join
them at the School Chapel at 7:30 pm. It lasts approximately 40 minutes after
which refreshments will be served. The staff and students warmly invite all to
attend or take part this free performance, and there is a rehearsal at 5pm that
afternoon. To take part, please contact the school’s Director of Music, Stasio
Sliwka at sliwkas@kesw.org or by telephone: 01428 686700.
Experience as a choral singer is not necessary. This is a chance for parents,
pupils and staff to join the local community for some great music. If you
would prefer to listen just come along to the school’s chapel for 7.30pm.
It is hoped that this will lead to a long-term Community Choral Society.
The aim would be to perform alongside the school’s Chapel Choir twice a
year, perhaps doing the public performance in a different local church on
each occasion. If you would like to register interest for Fauré’s Requiem on
March 1st or for the soon-to-be-formed Choral Society then please do contact
Stasio Sliwka on the phone number or email above.

will run on 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th March

On Thursday 6 February, the Director of Guildford Samaritans gave us a fascinating insight into their
work. We’re pleased to have chosen Guildford Samaritans as our charity for 2020.
The British love their pets and want to look after them. On Thursday 5 March, come and
hear Philip Underwood talk about his life as a vet. Many will have taken cats or dogs to him
over the years, and he’ll no doubt have amusing anecdotes about some of his pet ‘patients’, as well
as heart-warming tales of pets restored to an active life following illness or accident.
All are welcome! We’ll meet in the Busbridge Old Rectory at 8pm and have a glass of wine, or
soft drink & nibbles before Philip starts his talk. We look forward to seeing you.
Note for your diary: Thursday 2 April, Ceri Apark will talk about walking along the Camino de
Santiago de Compostela, in Spain. Inspired to follow in her footsteps? Come and find out!
Our Nexus programme for 2020 will be available and we’ll also continue taking membership subscriptions.

Membership is £18 per year, and £5 per evening for visitors. Cheques to Nexus, please. Subscriptions &
fees cover speakers’ gifts, drinks, nibbles, tea/coffee & donations to charities. For more information, please
phone Janet Harvey, 01483-423264 or Kate Kaye, 01483-415296, or www.bhcgodalming.org/groups
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Oakhurst Cottage Volunteers’ Start of Season meeting
Saturday 7 March 10.30am -12.30pm (see page 23)

Friday 6 March 8pm The Good Liar
Career con artist Roy Courtnay (Ian
McKellen) can hardly
believe his luck when
he meets well-to-do
widow Betty McLeish
(Helen Mirren) online.
As Betty opens her life
and home to him, Roy
is surprised to find
himself caring about her, turning
what should be a cut-and-dry
swindle into the most treacherous
tightrope walk of his life. What
should have been a simple swindle escalates into a
cat-and-mouse game with the ultimate stakes. Also
starring Russell Tovey, Jim Carter and Mark Lewis Jones.
1h 45m + 15min interval Cert 15.

Friday 20 March 8pm The Goldfish

Theodore Decker was aged 13 when his mother was killed in a bombing
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York.
This changes his life,
sending him on a stirring
odyssey of grief and guilt,
reinvention and redemption, and love. Through it
all, he holds on to one tangible piece of hope from that
terrible day – a painting of a
tiny bird chained to its perch.
Beautifully filmed and adapted
from the Pulitzer Prize Winning Novel. Starring
Nicole Kidman, Sarah Paulson, Luke Wilson, Finn
Wolfhard, Aneurin Barnard and Jeffrey Wright.
2h 16m + 15min interval
Cert 15.

Coffee Morning
Tuesday 17 March, 11am in the Church Room
and the third Tuesday each month

(and Hearing Aid Clinic)

All welcome – do come
For more information and help with transport call Jacqui Rook – 01428 684390
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Hambledon Heritage Society
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday, 18 March
7 for 7.30pm at THE VILLAGE HALL

Stephen Dean will give an illustrated talk
based on his articles in the Parish Magazine, with additional material:

Winton Dean’s Memories of Hambledon
Free entry • Refreshments & light snacks • raﬄe
Dona ons appreciated
If you would like to know more about the Heritage Society
or wish to join the Heritage Committee, contact Ross Kilsby 01428-685622
YOUR VILLAGE HERITAGE NEEDS YOUR CONTINUING SUPPORT

Easter Celebra on with ‘Soup & Roll’ lunch Friday 20 March 11am-3pm (£5 each)
A wonderful opportunity for us to come together
and celebrate one of the big occasions in the Church
calendar. Take part in one or two ac vi es on oﬀer
or as many as you would like. Ac vi es include:
- Easter card making - Easter ﬂower posies
- A Lenten crossword - Easter Reﬂec ons & poems
Some ac vi es will be led, others will give you the
opportunity to let your imagina on run free!
At 12.45pm we
will be served delicious homemade
soup. An opportunity to catch up
with friends and share results of our
morning’s crea vity. At 2pm we
ﬁnish with a short Easter Service led
by Rev Margot Spencer.

RSVP by 16 March to: Prime me Easter
Celebra on BHC Oﬃce, Old Rectory
Godalming, GU7 1XB 01483 421267
prime me@bhcgodalming.org I/we’d like
to come to Prime Time event 20 March

Name(s) ________________________
________________________________
Address ________________________
________________________________
Phone ___________________________
Email ___________________________
dietary requirements? e g gluten free?
Transport needed ; oﬀered
or __persons (no ﬁed if required)
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The Clockhouse Cinema presents

Friday 20 March

Excitement is high at
Downton Abbey when the
Crawley family learns that
Licensed Bar & Snacks
King George V and Queen
Tickets £5 from
Mary are coming to visit.
www. cketsource.co.uk/
But trouble soon arises
the-clockhouse-milford
when Mrs. Patmore, Daisy
or from The Clockhouse, Chapel Lane,
and the rest of the servants
Milford, GU8 5EZ 01483 420668 or
learn that the King and
email: manager@clockhouse.org.uk
Queen travel with their own chefs and aLendants – seNng the
www.clockhouse.org.uk
Reg. Charity No. 1059045
stage for an impromptu scheme and other shenanigans. (12) )

Doors open 6.45, Film starts 7.30 pm

28 March

to:

Carol May, Drovers, Waggoners Way, Grayshott, Surrey GU26 6DX

28 March,

Ex nc on Rebellion Talk at Hambledon Village Hall
You are invited Thursday 2 April, 8pm for a talk by the Godalming branch of
Ex nc on Rebellion. This is an opportunity to learn more about the threat to
our environment, both in our local community and globally, and to ﬁnd out
more about Ex nc on Rebellion.
We are sure that it will generate a lively and produc ve discussion.
Fo

For more details, please contact Mary Grove 07792 830 276 or Ruth Canham 07977 584 596.
This mee ng is organised by private individuals, and is not a Village Hall Commi ee event
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What’s happening at ...
The AGM and committee changes; films to come,
and a cabaret. See the What’s On pages for more.

Hambledon Village Hall Management Committee
held its AGM on Tuesday 4 February. Kim Cross and
Julie Atkins stood down from the Committee, Kim
having served for over 20 years, as Member, Secretary
and finally Treasurer and Julie having served as a
Committee member for 3 years but also as a cleaner/
caretaker for more years than she liked to remember.
Ruth Canham (Chair) thanked both Kim and Julie for
their time and commitment to the Hall.

The Village Hall

The Management Committee is now comprised of the
following: Ruth Canham (Chair), Paul Stone (Vice
Chair), Amy Lewington (Treasurer), Carole Davis
(Bookings), Anthea Edwards, Karen Massey, Ron
Vickery, Mary Grove (Parish Council Representative),
Julie Steele (Heritage Society Representative), Martin
Thompson (Shop Representative), ‘Tig’ Durrant
(Hambledon Festival Representative).
Paul Vacher Hon Secretary (still!)

Hambledon Film Night Programme
29 March 7.30 for 8pm Rocketman
An epic musical fantasy about the
uncensored human story of Sir
Elton John's breakthrough years.
Cert 15

25 April 7.30 for 8pm Knives Out
Crime novelist (Christopher Plummer) is found
dead at his estate, the inquisitive & debonair
Detective Benoit Blanc (Daniel Craig) is enlisted to investigate.
Cert 12A

25 April Matinee
2.30 for 3pm Frozen II
The magic continues!
Cert U

30 May 7.30 for 8pm Judy
It’s winter 1968, showbiz legend Judy Garland
arrives in London to perform in a sell-out run
at The Talk of the Town. It’s 30 years since she
shot to global stardom in The Wizard Of Oz,
but if her voice has weakened, its intensity has
only grown. Cert PG

London’s West End Comes to Hambledon,
Saturday 7 March, 8pm
After a sell out run at The Guildford Fringe Festival,
Olivier Award Nominee Elinor Collett and West End
Regular (and Hambledon Resident) Joanna Kirkland
bring their cabaret “Back to Before”
to The Hambledon Village Hall.
Best friends Ellie and Jo met in The West End working
on Andrew Lloyd Webber’s The Woman in White.
They went on to star in many West End shows
including Les Mis, Wicked, Hairspray, Mamma Mia,
Parade, The Witches of Eastwick, Showboat & The Pirates of Penzance.
1 blind date, 2 weddings, 3 dogs, 5 children and 15 years later they come together
to celebrate and sing the last 15 years of friendship, love and musical theatre.

Tickets available from the Village Shop and at

backtobefore.hambledonfestival.co.uk
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The Village Shop

The Cricket GREEN Shop
The Earth Friendly Shop Group is hard at work, with a host of
environment-friendly ideas. Of the refillables, laundry liquid is
our current best seller. The Deli also has lots new.

Y

ou probably know we have lots of local produce in the shop, but did you know about the
work of the Earth Friendly Shop Group? The
Group exists to consider the many issues associated
with becoming more eco-friendly. The aim is to provide customers with a choice of eco-friendly products
and reduce the shop’s environmental footprint. They
welcome new ideas and members, so if you are passionate about environmental matters and would like to
make a practical difference please get in touch on villageshop@hambledonsurrey.co.uk
Since the group first met in 2017 the shop has
introduced a number of earth friendly measures:

Compostable takeaway containers, cups & cup-lids
Wooden takeaway cutlery
10p off takeaway drinks using your own cup
Free water refills with your own bottle, as on the
Refill App – https://refill.org.uk/get-the-refill-app/
• with coffee, no free biscuits to reduce plastic and
food waste
• Paper straws (the old plastic ones were donated to
St Dominic’s for art work)
• Sourcing of earth friendly household items
• Our own recycling dumpster (our recycling volunteers were banned from the dump as we were taking so much waste there!)
• Customer recycling bins for glass, cans, cardboard
• Recycling bins at the till, post office and deli (with
a list of what can and can’t be recycled)
• From March, our water suppliers Southdown offer
bottled water in rPet bottles (recycled plastic)
• Zero-waste, fill-your-own wash-up liquid, laundry
detergent, shampoo and body wash by the gram.
Bring your own container, however big or small.
The weight of your container is factored into the price,
so just fill the container outside the shop and bring it in
to be weighed.
Customers
are
impressed
with how cost
effective this is
proving, and they
have good things
to say about the
products too.
The laundry liquid is our
current best seller.
Every change to
the shop has to be
evaluated to enRefillable containers
sure it meets our

cost, hygiene and training requirements. The Group
has found that nothing is as simple as it first appears –
for example, eco-producers are often small suppliers
and we can’t meet their minimum orders so end up
incurring carriage charges, which increases the cost to
our customers.

•
•
•
•

earth friendly household items and comestibles

Other eco-issues the Group has on its radar include:
• Finding an alternative to clingfilm that meets hygiene requirements
• Food waste recycling on-site
• Bottled water – how to reduce its eco-impact
whilst still giving customers what they need
Shopping Bags Sticking to the eco-theme, we are introducing compostable bags that you can buy when
you forget to bring your own. These will be 35 pence
each, so bringing your own is the most economical
option, but if you do forget at least you know you
aren’t increasing the amount of single use plastic out
there.
Gill is also considering a ‘borrow a bag’ scheme.
She plans to make some cloth bags that people can
borrow and drop back into the shop another time. She
would very much welcome volunteers crafters and/or
any offers of scrap material. If you can help, contact
her, via: villageshop@hambledonsurrey.co.uk
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Village Shop continued

Deli News The new team behind the Deli have been
working hard to bring customers a new Spring
Menu. We have some new cakes: more artisan ingredients from Nelly’s cakes (formerly Crumby Bakery)
and a banana loaf from Jane’s Cakes.
On the savoury side there are new vegan hot
bakes (pasties and rolls are now part of the daily bake)

and Sophie’s wonderful pasta dishes are still selling as
fast as she can make them!
Bron is experimenting with salad options using
recipes gathered from her travels to India and Africa. (See her article on page 20). Our speciality this
spring includes anything plant based that we can put
on sour dough – for example, our new avocado chilli
and lemon topping is a big hit with customers.
We have a huge range of delicate silk teas from
Birchals and a range of milk free alternatives for our
coffee. Oatmeal cappuccino is a great option!
Mothering Sunday is on 22 March The shop has a
variety of different types of chocolates, wines and
cards, plus locally grown flowers by Rosemary that
mothers of any age would be delighted to receive. You
could treat her to breakfast in bed with croissants and
marmalade or jam from the shop (you can always get
croissants frozen beforehand) or breakfast at the shop
on the day itself to avoid crumby bedcovers.
Kind Donation The shop has had a very generous
donation from the SFB4HSE group (the SuperFast
BroadBand for Hambledon South East group, comprising 38 villagers). A big thank you to them all.
Summer weekend opening hours will operate from
Saturday 4 April to Sunday 30 August. The shop will
stay open longer on Saturdays to 4pm, and as last year,

Messy runs with God’s creation

M

essy Church is an hour with children in
mind, with a video, some child-friendly
teaching by Simon followed by activities in
the Church room, based on the chosen topic.
On 2 February it was all about God creating the
world and the six days that He used to create the different parts of it. An animated video showed what God
did, what His creation looked like and how God was
pleased with the result.
Simon talked about how God created each one of
us to be special in His eyes and to have a special relationship with Him. Simon then divided us into two
teams; we played a game of one person at a time,
acting out what was written on a card and the rest of
the team guessing what it was. This was followed by a
short quiz, where we were encouraged, children and
adults alike, to answer some child-friendly questions.
Both teams did very well and the result was a resounding draw. There were some songs with James Jagger at
the guitar and Naomi singing. We all joined in.
After half an hour, activities in the Church room
started. Children rushed in to try them all, while parents hovered or helped their small children, and others
stood around and chatted over coffee and biscuits.
Very popular as ever was the food related table;
Representing God’s creation of people, there were
gingerbread men/women to be decorated with different
colours of icing.

The children came up with
some
wonderful
designs,
squeezing the icing out of pen
-shaped containers.
It showed how everyone is
different and uniquely special.
Another table represented land and sea on a large
tray table with blue coloured macaroni for the sea and
a pile of sand for the land. The children could then
pick objects out of a bag; there were trees and flowers,
a selection of different animals, and of course Adam
and Eve. They placed them in the tray to make up a
picture of God’s creation.
At another table the children could make animals
of their choosing out of clay in different colours, or
use the animal shaped cutters. Next were animal masks
some to paint in bright colours and others, made out
of foam, with more shapes to stick on. All could be
worn by the children And there were large cardboard
circles for children to draw or paint their own ideas of
what God created.
Another activity was to sow cress in empty egg
shells without a top, filled with damp cotton wool;
once sown, the children drew on them with felt pens.
Back in Church there were short prayers, more
songs and Simon ended the Service announcing that:
Messy Church will happen every first Sunday,
so the next one is the 2nd of March at the usual
time of 10.30 and the topic will be Lent.
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Jane in monkeymonkey-land
Or rather, gelada-land. They’re related to baboons and they’re
endemic to Ethiopia. Like so many other things, as I discovered
during an epic two and a half week tour of the country’s Northern Highlands..

W

here to start? Perhaps at the beginning
which, in Ethiopia’s case – and leaving the
flora and fauna on one side for the moment
– is no later than, and possibly well before, the 6th
century BC when the tribes from Southern Arabia,
including Saba (modern Yemen) were overflowing
into north-eastern Africa and bringing their stonebuilding skills with
them. The Sabean
culture of sun and
moon worship was
adopted;
temples
were built; and the
ruins of one of these
still stands at Yeha.
The huge dressed
stone slabs fit perfectly: there's no need for any mortice. And all this at a
time when we were running round in woad.
Yeha eventually disappeared from the political
scene; but it gave birth to the kingdom of Aksum
which by the 1st century BC lay at the centre of the
seamless trade routes (and civilisations ) that extended
from the Indian sub-continent, through Arabia and
north-easterm Africa to the entire Mediterranean. As
for the Aksumite building
skills ...
The most spectacular
survivals are the giant
stelae which were probably
erected to mark burial
tombs. This one is 24m.
high and weighs in at 160
tons and its decoration
resembles 10 storeys, interspersed with windows plus
a door at the base. Only
three remain that are as
elaborate as this; they are
thought to date from the 3rd century AD and would
have
marked
regal
tombs; but there are lots
of smaller and simpler
ones in the stelae park
that is located in the
modern town of Aksum.
You can’t visit
Aksum without being
regaled with legends
centering on the Queen of Sheba – because it was to
Aksum that she was said to have returned after her

visit to King Solomon, together with their son Menelik
and the Arc of the Covenant containing the ten commandments which has lain in a small chapel ever since
(but no-one’s allowed anywhere near it to check out
the veracity or otherwise of the story!). Never mind:
for nearly three thousand years the Arc was the cornerstone of the Ethiopian Empire; and to this day it remains the cornerstone of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church. Perhaps legend does sometimes need to
trump fact because it is a fact that, in Axum, I began
to realise that the Ethiopian past has a real and tangible
meaning for the Ethiopia of to-day.
Prior to Aksum we were in the Semian National
Park, designated by UNESCO in 1974 as one of the
first Natural World Heritage Sites. And with good
reason: it’s home not only to the geladas but also to
numerous other animals and birds, as well as a host of
trees and plants that are unique to Ethiopia. And it’s
right up in the mountains – at one point we got to over
4,200m.
On the first day,
after an afternoon
amongst the geladas,
we were glad to spend
the evening around a
roaring log fire and
snuggle into bed with
hot water bottles. On
the next day it was
still below freezing
when we set off; but the temperature soon picked up
to its usual 280-or-so, plus a cloudless sky. I nearly
cried off “a strenuous two-hour mountain hike along a
vertiginous path”; but what a mercy I didn’t. If there
were any drops they were well camouflaged by the
lush vegetation and it was really no worse than a walk
in the Surrey Hills. The only difference was the scenery: square peaks,
triangular
peaks,
plump peaks, sheer
cliffs –
and all
complemented by
soaring
bearded
vultures (which, of
course, are endemic!)
We then continued south to the rock churches in
Tigray province. Yet another phenomenon that’s
unique to Ethiopia. The earliest ones are over a century
old: some of them (the cave churches) are excavated
inwards from a vertical cliff face; others (the mono-
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lithic ones) stand in the deep courtyards that were
excavated around them. Their main concentration is
in Lalibela, named after the king who ruled from there
in the 12th century and who was (more or less)
descended from the Axumite rulers. The connection
didn’t end there: a few of the churches date back to
the end of the Aksumite period and most of them
reflect the Aksumite style of architecture.
We spent our first day exploring the 11 churches
that form the central complex and which are thought
to have been “constructed” during the 12th century.
They all remain active places of worship and serve as
living links with the past. A lot of much-needed
conservation and restoration has been underway for
the past 100 years including, in some cases, the installation of rather unsightly, but completely necessary,
weather-protective covering as shown in the adjacent
photo of Bete Maryam. As well as being architecturally stunning, the
interior of this
church is full of
some of earliest
and most beautiful
frescoes and stone
carvings that we
saw
throughout
our entire trip.

Then it was party time!
Our visit to Lalibela coincided
with Timkat, the Ethiopian
Orthodox celebration of Epiphany when the models
of the Arc of the Covenant (which are present in every
church) are taken in procession to a near-by stream or
pool for the re-enactment of baptism. It all starts at
sunrise on the day before Epiphany when everyone
assembles to pray and wait for the Arcs to be brought
out. Afterwards it’s home for coffee with the family

and friends; and then the processions get underway.
Everyone who’s ambulant joins in. Deacons and monks
and priests, all in
their robes and
complete with umbrellas,
are
in
charge of the Arcs;
they are surrounded
by a
cacophony
of musicians, singers and dancers;
and the crowd, together with the
pervading sense of
joy and happiness, has to be felt to be believed.
A purpose-built over-night resting place has been
created for the Arcs, close to a purpose-build pool. In
the hope of seeing them brought back to the pool, we
were up at 5am the following morning (it was a hardworking holiday!) to join the waiting crowds which
had already assembled by sunrise. But we were disappointed – Ethiopian Airlines wait for no-one and we
had a flight to catch back to Addis.

It seemed strange travelling by air instead of by
road because yet another memorable part of the trip
was seeing life as it’s lived in northern Ethiopia – on
the streets. Village life is centred on agriculture. It’s
still a subsistence economy and what you don’t grow
you pretty well don’t eat. Wooden ploughs are pulled
by oxen (but the ploughman – and it’s never a ploughwoman – will probably have a mobile clapped to his
ear); everyone, including small children (education
isn’t yet compulsory), helps with harvesting, winnowing grain and herding animals; transport is donkeys,
bullock carts and the backs of women and children.
Saturday is market
day (and almost a rerun of the Timkat
crowds).
Modernity
is
creeping into
the
towns. The Chinese
have arrived in force,
building
three-lane
super-highways
(often
alongside existing unsurfaced roads - but roadside
life continues regardless)
and otherwise insinuating
themselves into every aspect
of life – which is sad for a
country that prides itself on never having been
colonised.
As for me, I just feel privileged to have had
the chance to experience a unique culture at first hand.
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THE DEAN DIARIES (continued)

Winton on sea – at Sheppey
A choice bungalow and non-ideal cricket facilities, somewhat far from Hambledon,
reached by a somewhat crammed motor car, as described by Stephen Dean

I

n 1926 Winton’s mother Esther learned to drive a
car. Her teacher (in the years before tests) was an
exuberant Irishman named Fitzgerald. He had a

long pointed nose and an extraordinary laugh that began at a low pitch and ran crescendo up the chromatic
scale like a rocket. She bought a second-hand Rover
two-seater with a dickey seat just large enough to hold
Winton’s two young brothers Martin and Joe. It was in
this little vehicle that she made her first long journey
in September that year from Hambledon to Warden
Bay on the Isle of Sheppey.
Esther had divorced Basil Dean, already a celebrated theatrical producer, a couple of years earlier.
She was still young and attractive and had plenty of
admirers. One of them was a lean, handsome, hungrylooking solicitor named Bobby Woodham-Smith. He
had a reputation for sailing rather close to the wind.
His signature appears with hers in the Hambledon visitors’ book during the years 1925-27. It was he who
was responsible for the family’s link with Warden
Bay, which Woodham-Smith and others, following the
trend of the times, were attempting to transform into a
popular holiday resort by buying up land and building
cheap bungalows.
Esther took Winton with her and they stayed for
ten days in a down-at-heel hotel. The enterprise was
already in full swing, with bungalows springing up

The Bungalow 1927

round the bay and up a low hill towards Warden Point,
which had one small shop that doubled as a post office. Beyond it the road disappeared over the cliffs.
The sea encroached steadily every year and had already carried away two successive churches; the remains of the second, which appeared to be a cheap
wooden affair, could still be detected half way down
the cliff. A few concrete pill-boxes survived from the
1914-18 war until they too toppled into the sea.
The family’s only previous experience of a seaside holiday was at Selsey, where there were lots of
children, plenty of sand – enough for a light aircraft to
land one day – and other orthodox pleasures, including
a fun-fair and a semi-derelict railway. Winton recalled
the excitement of watching the four-funnelled liner
Aquitania making for Southampton, and four-year-old
Martin’s response to his first sight of the sea: ‘Please
don’t put me too near the taps!’
Winton at Warden

Even at the time Warden seemed an odd place
to choose. The beach comprised more shingle and
mud than sand, and behind it the cliffs were falling
away. That part of Sheppey – like most of the island
– had few trees and no places of interest save one or
two old churches and the fragment of a castle. The
land consisted chiefly of scattered sheep farms and
Hambledon Parish Magazine, March 2020, Page 18

Shurland castle ruins

bleak expanses of marsh, with an airfield at
Eastchurch, the scene of some of the earliest powered
flights before the Great War. (It is now a prison).
The inhabitants, apart from farmers, were mostly retired people living on small pensions or shady
characters who had slipped out of London to escape
their creditors.
The result of this visit, reinforced perhaps by
countless pictorial advertisements of Sunny Warden
Bay plastered on hoardings all over Kent, was that
Esther persuaded her father Tommy to invest in one of
the bungalows as a summer holiday home. It was
pleasantly situated on a small hill Esther called Smuggler’s Beacon, then Thorn Hill, though Winton could
not remember any thorns. It was of somewhat ramshackle construction, and at first had only three small
bedrooms. As well as the three boys and their mother,
Margaret the cook and their nanny Haricot had to be
squeezed in.
They ate in the hall, from which three steps led
down via the front door to a small veranda and thence
to a stony path. Winton remembered his mother struggling to carve a recalcitrant leg of mutton, which leapt
off the table, through the front door, down the steps,
across the veranda and on to the path.
The boys spent much of their time on the beach,
where they had a hut for changing and they always had
a picnic tea; Margaret and Haricot spent a great deal of
time each day preparing sandwiches. It did not seem to
rain so frequently in those days. They climbed the
cliffs, bathed, caught shrimps in a net, and captured
crabs in the intestines of a dilapidated jetty which was
covered at high tide.
Sometimes they walked across fields to
Eastchurch. There was supposed to be a right of way
but the farmer Mr Beale denied this and threatened
them, brandishing a pitch-fork. It was at Eastchurch
that ‘V. Hann Family Butcher’ plied his trade. Winton
wondered what the difference was between a family
butcher and an ordinary butcher, such as they had in
St John’s Wood. Surely he did not butcher whole families? There was also a garage, where on one occasion when the Rover or its successor had got into difficulty, Winton’s mother asked if she could
borrow some pliers.
‘Sorry, Madam’, came the reply,
‘We don’t stock cigarettes’

Just outside the village, on a little hill, stood the
battlements of Shurland Castle, which presented a formidable façade but little behind.
One day an aircraft crashed just in front of it,
killing the two occupants. The boys walked over with
Haricot to view the wreckage.
One feature of interest was the long since vanished Sheppey Light Railway. It was decidedly primitive. There was scarcely a bridge on the island, but
several level crossings. When the little two-carriage
train pulled by a puffing tank engine approached a
level crossing the driver would leap out, open the
gates, drive forwards, hop out again and close the
gates before remounting his engine.
There was not a great deal to do but the boys
managed to keep themselves amused for most of the
time. They played rudimentary cricket, laying out a
pitch in what would have been the garden if any attempt had been made to cultivate it. This occupied
many hours, until one day Winton hit the ball on the
half-volley with more strength than he intended and
narrowly missed his mother’s head as she sat in a
deckchair reading a book. After that they were banished to even rougher ground behind the bungalow,
where it was impossible to produce anything approaching a level pitch.
The family paid a final brief visit to Warden in
September 1934 – minus Joe, who had been rushed to
hospital with acute appendicitis. The bungalow had
already been sold. Winton was not too distressed about
this. He had lacked companions of his own age at
Sheppey and preferred holidays at Hambledon with his
grandparents Tommy and Florrie.
Eight years later, during the war, while visiting a
sick friend on the island, Winton and Thalia bicycled
to Warden. They found the old bungalow derelict, with
a hole in the wall and signs of it having been hastily
abandoned on the outbreak of hostilities. Tattered
newspapers were scattered about the floor. The only
plants in the uncultivated garden were three sorrylooking pear trees.

Last visit to Warden:
Haricot, Margaret, Esther, Martin and Tiger.
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Food safari from the soul
A recipe from Namibia, but more than a recipe. Bron waxes lyrical
with a poetic picture in words. Most ingredients are in the Village Shop

A

molten pot of colour tradition and culture. Beautiful yet unpredictable and dangerous. The roaming sky, magical day or night
connecting the past, present and the future moments –
I felt I was the only person on earth. Incredible diversity and inconceivable contrast.
The essence of Namibian produce and food has
no western fad or fussiness Local communities battle
against the sun, the droughts. Lusty limes, fragrant
vanilla pods, luminous lemon grass shoots, heady
handfuls of mint, ruby red tomatoes flourishing nourishment from the African sun.
The food is wholesome and natural. Not drowned
in sauces or over processed, over reduced and over
presented.

Namibia’s culinary glories. Apart from the fact that
the country is game reserve territory, menus are small
and meaty. I managed to find and focus on dishes
that had a European presence.
Pumpkins, yam, okra, chilli, baby brinjal,
peppers, coconut, fennel, wild lavender and rosemary,
spices, strangely similar to those used on
the Moroccan or Ashanti kings’ palette.

The skeleton coast. Right on the skinny western
side especially around sesfontein, named after the six
springs running in to the area had an abundance of
seafood restaurants ... so much fish it’s scary how we
can possibly sustain the demand. Fish from the sea or
shore. Cooked on embers of a fire or steamed in bamboo or elephant leaves, Lobster. Crab. Mussels. Local
line caught fish. Similar to bream or snapper but all
had a different name depending on the mood and creativity of the chef. Hard boiled penguin eggs! (don’t
go there ). All served on spicy or “dirty” rice with
ginger, chilli, tomatoes, sultana's and onions. Served
with pickle (atjar) and whole wheat artisan breads.
I did struggle with the safari and poaching industries, didn’t put the two on the same page. To write
about that would make a whole book and I only have
a page for this piece. Therefore the recipe has to be
veggie based. Corn or mielie is grown in every community, the Namibians use every part of it. The husk
the kernel and the cob. Hats, baskets, shoes, in bread
and as a cooking utensil. This is my version of something I saw cooked on a street corner under several
Arsenal and Man City umbrellas.

Tamales with corn and sweet potato filling.
Peel back the leaves from the corn and remove from cob.
Ingredients
Strip the kernels off with a sharp knife and set aside
8 corn cobs. Leaves attached
Blanch the leaves in salt water for a few minutes, drain,
500g sweet potato
dunk in ice water, drain and set aside.
125ml veg oil
Cook the diced sweet potatoes, roast or steam, they are
2 red onions diced
going to be sautéed with the onion but you want them soft.
15ml crushed caraway seeds
In a frying pan sauté the potato, onion until golden.
3 jalapeño chillies
Add the caraway seed cook for a few minutes
– seeded & sliced
then add the chilli, corn and coriander; add plenty of seasoning.
Handful
of fresh coriander
Divide the mixture up and place on the flattened leaves
– washed and chopped.
using the corn thread to secure each parcel.
Steam each boat-like parcel for about 15 minutes then serve piping
hot with a chilli or garlic butter.
....Enjoy.
If you get a chance listen to this lullaby.

https://youtu.be/5cLFlKcXmSk

…. Most precious thing I have heard.

Pickled Pears & Other Stories
Bron - 07768 007 666 bannereve@gmail.com
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The hazards of weather
Not only has the weather played havoc with the Club’s schedules (and that’s
before Storm Denis was on the horizon) but the first team has continued to
disappoint. However, the others have had better luck, as Matt Kiley reports.

H

ambledon First team continued their poor
start to 2020 with a disappointing 1-0 defeat
to Hersham at Badger Park. The Dons failed
to take their chances and were made to pay with a
defensive mistake which lead to a simple tap-in for
the only goal of the game. There was then no surprise
that the away game against Chiddingfold was called
off due to the heavy rain.
The Dons finally had their first win of 2020 with
a feisty encounter away to Knaphill, running out 3-2.
They made hard work of it, being 3-0 up at half time
with goals from Ryan Luff, Seb Jefferies and Kuda;
but then Knaphill saw some players sent off as they
lost their discipline.
Hambledon Reserves were in cup action in the
Cyril West Trophy where they are currently in the
group stages. They managed an important 3-2 win at
home to Cranleigh with a hat trick from in-form
striker Ben Hodkin. They then welcomed Burpham
to Badger Park.
With no keeper, manager Matt Kiley took the
gloves and produced a first half display that Gordon
Banks would have been happy with. A diving save
from a close range headed the pick and the Dons took
a 2-0 lead at half time with goals from Paul Cook and
Ben Hodkin. However they let this slip after a few
injuries disrupted the team and Burpham grabbed a
late equaliser. This means that the Dons need a point
in their last game against Hersham to qualify for the
knock-out stages.

Unfortunately Knaphill Reserves couldn’t field a
team in the league, so despite nice weather for a
change, the Dons had no game and were awarded the
win.
Hambledon A have had some mixed results in a
very tight league as they look to get promoted. They
were 2-1 victors against Holmbury with goals from
Ben Taggart and Grant Flint; but this was followed up
by a disappointing 3-0 defeat to AFC Hampton. Then
they had their revenge, winning the reverse fixture 5-3
with Sam Simmons scoring a hat trick; Josh Hitchcock
and Fred Warburton also found places on the score
sheet. Unfortunately Shalford A couldn’t field a team
in the Junior Cup so the Dons got a bye through to the
semi finals.
The Vets have also been frustrated by call-offs.
First of all the Overton pitch was waterlogged in the
league and then there was a rare call-off at Badger
Park as Storm Ciara did her worse. This meant that
their County Cup game was called off. They will be
hoping for better luck next time around; but at the
time of writing Storm Dennis is on the way and things
aren’t looking good.
The Vets Reserves kept their title hopes going
with a fine 2-0 win over Badger Vets with Gavin and
James Richards on target. But this was followed with
a very disappointing 6-2 defeat to title rivals Woking
with only James Teager and Steve Gardner on target.
We hope to see you down at Badger Park soon.
Come On You Dons

The 2020 season is on the way
It may not be here just yet but preparations are well in hand. The AGM has been
held; the fixture list is being drawn up; so all the Club needs now is plenty of players.

T

he AGM was held on 25 February, just as this
issue of the Magazine was going to press.
The full report will therefore appear in the
April issue.
The first game will be a Friendly XI at home
against Grayswood on Sunday 26 April – providing
the pitch has dried out. Some very good weather will
be needed as, at present, it is soaking wet. The first
League XI match, away to Cranleigh, will be played
on Sunday 3 May.

There will be a full programme of coaching and
matches for the Juniors. The dates have yet to be
announced but if anyone can help with the running of
the junior teams please contact Caroline Tristem
(tristem@btinternet.com) or Alexander Wood (07753
832323).
For all other information please contact Club
captain Mark Burton (07722 752465), Friendly captain
Andrew Dunn (07973 748861) or Secretary Sion
Griffiths (07775 516448).
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Civil servants at Orchard Farm
It’s taking a long time to happen but as Stewart Payne reports, the
now-approved plan to create a second small development of affordable
housing in Hambledon has taken a further step forward.

H

ambledon Parish Council hosted a visit by 20
civil servants from the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government who
arrived in the village to look at the Orchard Farm
affordable homes project.
The officials were part of the government’s
housing team responsible for affordable housing strategy. They left their offices in Whitehall to see three
schemes that are being run by English Rural Housing
in the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, in Hambledon, Chiddingfold and Dunsfold.

These picturesque villages, in beautiful countryside and with good schools and transport links, are
highly desirable. Consequently, house prices are high
– on average 34 per cent more expensive than in
surrounding areas and almost 23 times the average
household income, according to recent figures
published by English Rural.
This means that many local people struggle to
afford to get onto the housing ladder. English Rural, a
housing association whose patron is The Princess
Royal, works with local councils and communities to
provide homes at lower than market rent or partownership in rural areas.
In Hambledon it built Duncombs Cottages on
Hambledon Road, Hydestile, which were opened by
HRH Princess Anne in 2003. Now it is working with
Waverley Borough Council and Hambledon Parish
Council to build seven affordable homes and two open
market bungalows at Orchard Farm, a disused livery
yard between Wormley Lane and Petworth Road.
The civil servants were escorted by officials of
English Rural and, in Hambledon, were met by Parish

Council Chairman John Anderson and Vice-Chairman
Stewart Payne, who explained the background to the
scheme, the pitfalls along the way and the overall
support of the village for a small development of
affordable homes for local people.
Work has yet to start on the site so the civil
servants were shown the empty farmhouse (pictured
above), which is to be renovated and sold on the open
market, and the abandoned buildings (including the
one below) that will make way for the new homes.
Nick Hughes, who is leading the scheme on
behalf of English Rural, showed plans and drawings
and explained the various issues that the scheme
encountered before finally being approved by
Waverley Borough Council in November last year.
The visit, which took place on 29 January, was
welcomed by John Anderson as an opportunity to
explain the many difficulties that the Parish Council
faced in helping to deliver a scheme which most
villagers had welcomed, but which some had opposed
vociferously. Legitimate concerns by some residents
had to be balanced against the benefits the schemes
delivered.
Commenting on the visit, English Rural’s Chief
Executive, Martin Collett, said he was pleased “to
welcome representatives from the Ministry of Housing
to show the affordable homes we have built and are
developing in the villages of Hambledon, Dunsfold
and Chiddingfold”. He said the visit focused on how
Parish Councils and local authorities can work effectively with rural housing associations to form strong
partnerships that ultimately benefit local residents.
“This has a positive impact on their own circumstances
and the wider community”, he said.
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Join the Celebrations!
This year marks the 125th anniversary of the National Trust. So
why not take part in the celebrations by joining Camilla Edmiston
and other villagers as a volunteer guide at Oakhurst Cottage?

D

id you know that 2020 is the 125th anniversary of the birth of the National Trust?
This is an historic milestone, according to
Director General Hilary McGrady. Now, 350 houses,
more than 250,000 hectares of countryside, moorland
and beaches, and over 780 miles of coastline later, and
with almost six million members, it’s evolved far
beyond the founders’ imaginations.

That’s largely due to 65,000 volunteers and 16,000
staff, who all make it possible for the Trust to continue
protecting the irreplaceable for everyone, for ever.
The core purpose of the organisation is to
promote and protect places of historic and natural
beauty for the benefit of the nation. Do you want to be
a part of this? You too could volunteer locally, as
Hambledon is blessed with one of the smallest Trust
properties – Oakhurst Cottage.
Situated just beyond the Cricket Green and at the
edge of woodland known as The Hurst, Oakhurst
Cottage is a 16th century timber-framed traditional
farm labourer’s cottage and contains objects spanning
400 years of history. There’s also a ‘cottager’s garden’
filled with herbs, vegetables and plants that would
sustain the cottager’s way of life. Volunteers run
guided tours by appointment, on the hour at 2pm, 3pm
and 4pm, from April to October (although we don’t
run this last one in October as it is too dark). As it is
such a small cottage, we generally show round a
maximum of six people at each time – so we are
giving a very personal tour. We can’t provide these
individual guided tours without our small group of
wonderful, keen volunteers.
I find it fun and very rewarding, you never know
who you will meet or how far they will have come.

If you are interested in knowing more, please do
get in touch with me, call 01428 687820 or email
camilla.edmiston@btinternet.com. You can also find
more at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/volunteer.
There are lots of known benefits to volunteering.
It can help you gain confidence by giving you the
chance to try something new and build a real sense of
achievement. It can make a difference … you get to
meet people … you’re part of a community
… you learn new skills … you take on a
challenge … and, above all, you have fun!
So volunteering is a free way to feel good
about yourself.
For those who already volunteer, a reminder
that the Oakhurst Volunteers’ Start of Season
meeting will be held on 7 March at Hambledon Village Hall from 10.30am to 12.30pm.
This will also give everyone a chance to
meet the new Surrey Landscapes General
Manager, Mike, and the Winkworth Property
Operations Manager, Anna; as well as catching up with Jayne and Ellie from Winkworth.
If you are able to attend, please could you
remember to confirm your attendance online
via MyVolunteering.
The message from the National Trust is: “To all
who’ve given time, skills, support and expertise, we’d
like to say thank you – we wouldn’t be where we are
today without you.”
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Roll on Spring
Which it seems to be doing, even if it has had to battle with
the worst storms we’ve had for over thirty years. But luckily
we were better prepared this time than we were in 1987.

C

ould Spring be round the corner, asks Earthworm from his cosy heap? Although he is a bit
anxious as the heap next door to his is now
empty and he is afraid he might have to move house if
they start to empty his. He has now been in residence
for a full two and a half years and there does seem to
be a lot of border mulching going on.
We have had the palindromic date this February,
02/02/2020, and are told it will be years before the
next comes up! A bit like the wonderful full moon
mid-month with its blue halo. Who saw it, Earthworm
asks?
February
once
again
brought
storms,
catastrophic for many but happily not as bad as it
might have been as they were well forecast. Which all
goes to show, thinks Earthworm, how meteorology has
improved (especially when you recall Mr Fish’s
predictions in 1987 when we were hopelessly illprepared!). A full week before these storms came we
had the warnings, which must surely have saved a few
lives even if it did not prevent the flooding in some
parts, even locally, and not just for the first time for
some poor householders.
There are those who deride the Met Office and
its long-range outlooks, even as much as three weeks
ahead. It must be like gazing into a crystal ball, thinks
Earthworm. But this time they did say “wet and
windy” and it surely was.
Fifty years ago there were predictions of a
warming climate due to greenhouse gases and these
have not been wrong, even if that is cold comfort to
Earthworm who, of course, does not appreciate heat.

We have, it seems, the satellites to thank for these
accurate predictions for hurricanes, cyclones and
typhoons, like the one called the Aeolus from the
Greek god of wind.
However, the relentless downbeat of climate
change continues as the greenhouse gases drive global
temperatures up. Earthworm anticipates a warmer
spring and summer. Are the politicians and powers
that be listening to the warnings? Certainly the young
are and are making their voices and their worries heard
with their marches and school strikes, calling attention
to these environmental changes. They are the ones
who will suffer.
Earthworm is anticipating pancake day (he
prefers a filling of lemon and sugar!) and good
resolutions for Lent. But will they be any more
successful that those he made for the New Year?
There is much anxiety about the Wuhan Corona
virus as we go to press, with the spread further and the
numbers infected far exceeding those for SARS
(which, Earthworm suspects, we have all forgotten
about!), as are the deaths. One weeps for the brave
doctor, punished for his warnings and then cruelly
killed by the very disease he was warning about.
Earthworm hopes that, by the time this appears in
print, the epidemic will have been contained.
Earthworm does now see signs of spring: a few
violets, the brave primrose half-hiding on a mossy
roadside bank, crocuses and snowdrops everywhere
(especially in our own churchyard where they are a
joy) and hazel catkins swinging in the winds. They
will soon be followed by the earliest wild daffodils.

22 March – Mothering Sunday and Mother Church The Fourth Sunday in Lent was called ‘Mid
-Lent’ or ‘Refreshment Sunday’, when the rigours of Lent were relaxed more than was normal for a
feast day. It is called Mothering Sunday as a reference to the Epistle reading for the Day (Galatians
4:21-31). The Lenten Epistles follow from each other with teaching about our life as Christians
and how we are to follow Christ. On Mid-Lent Sunday, the Epistle talks of bondage and freedom;
the bondage of the Law and the Old Covenant as compared to the freedom in Christ, "the promised
one", and the New Covenant. Verse 26 reads "But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the
mother of us all." We gain our freedom from Christ and, as it was seen before the Reformation,
the Church. Thus, Mothering Sunday is about the freedom that we gain through the promise of Jesus Christ delivered through our Mother the Church. People were encouraged to go to their
‘Mother Church’ (their home church or their home Cathedral) to worship and give thanks. Hence
apprentices, and others, went home for the weekend and often brought gifts
(or accumulated
pay) home to their family. On the other hand, Mother's Day is a secular festival invented in 1904
and is celebrated on the 2nd Sunday in May in most countries in the world. The UK seems to be
the exception. In recent years Mothering Sunday has been hijacked to take the place of a special,
secular day to give thanks for our mothers.
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Maybe still so wet, so boggy

The Garden

I wandered lonely as a cloud That floats on high o'er vales and hills, When all at once
I saw a crowd, A host, of golden daffodils; Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. William Wordsworth, born 7 April 1770

in March

E

verything is so wet, so many days of rain that
my pond is full to overflowing. My borders
don’t seem to have suffered on the sandy soil.
In fact spring seems to have arrived with new shoots
growing and leaves appearing on bushes. The daffodils
are coming out, while the earlier flowering bulbs,
primroses and cyclamen are still going strong.
Perennials, annuals, bulbs: when flowers on
snowdrops begin to fade, larger clumps can be divided
or they can be split into single bulbs to spread over a
larger area; plant them straight away to avoid the bulbs
drying out. Later in the month plant summer flowering
bulbs like lilies. Dahlia tubers, that have been stored
from last year, or just bought, can be potted up now
and kept in a light, frost free place to be planted outside after all frost risk has passed in late May, early
June; to get more plants cheaply, take cuttings from
the new shoots.
Plant autumnsown sweet pea
plants, or sow now
in deep tubes, to
plant out later. Why
not plant herbaceous clematis in
the mixed border with other perennials or in pots; they
are hardy plants that flower year after year – easy to
grow, mid to late summer flowering and don’t get
clematis wilt; they like well drained soil; some are self
supporting, others can scramble over shrubs, roses or
provide ground cover; all are suitable as cut flowers,
good for flower arranging; as other perennials they die
back in winter to re-emerge in spring; there are two
separate groups, known as Heracleifolia cultivars ranging in height from 1-4ft, needing little or no support;
or ranging in height from 2-8ft; prune in early spring
before new growth starts removing previous season’s
growth to a pair of strong, leaf-axil buds, 15-30cm
above soil level.
The best way to start or add plants to a rockery is
monthly trips to the garden centre to pick out some
plants that look good each month; rockeries need well
draining soil and full sun if possible; easy to grow
rockery plants include Hellianthemums, Aubretia,
Arabis, Geranium Sanguineum, Geranium cinereum,
Sedum acre; a lot of rockery plants love alkaline soil.
Apply defences against slugs and snails everywhere.
Trees and shrubs: shrubs grown for winter stem
colour, e.g. dogwoods and willows, can be cut to their
base to encourage strong new growth with brightest

coloured bark. Prune winter flowering jasmine straight
after flowering; next year’s flowers are on this year’s
growth, later pruning risks removing new flower
shoots; cut back side shoots to a bud lower down, and
thin any congested areas; if the plant has got out of
control, cut back to within 60cm of the base and it will
form new growth.
Prune Buddleia Davidii to two or three healthy
pairs of buds – it flowers on new wood. Finish pruning
shrub roses. It’s a good time to move or plant evergreen shrubs. Stock up on spring flowering shrubs,
camellias, pieris and azaleas, white flowering exochordas and halesias, the pale-yellow catkins of stachyurus,
and the lovely flowers of Ribes Beatonii, which go
from pink to pale peach.
Veg and Fruit: prepare planting areas by warming up the soil; put down cloches or cover the beds
with clear polythene or fleece; put the cloches or fleeces in place two or three weeks before planting and then
cover crops with them for protection. If brassicas are
planned, then the soil needs some preparing now, well
before planting later; brassicas hate acid soil as it favours their arch enemy, clubroot; a ph above seven is
preferred, so apply lime to increase the ph; lime is a
natural material, it can be added liberally up to 1kg per
square metre if the soil is very acid. Not too late to
sow tomatoes, peppers and aubergines in a heated
place, but do it straight away as they need a long
growing season.
In the greenhouse or on a windowsill in a light
place, a lot of seeds can be sown now, like lettuce and
salad leaves of all kinds, radishes, parsley and other
herbs, carrots, leeks, onions, all summer brassicas,
broad beans, peas, celery. It is worth sowing staple
salad crops of leaves, rocket, radish and spring onions
every two weeks in the greenhouse, in big pots or
buckets from March to September; the first crop can
stay in the greenhouse until harvested, later sowings
can be taken outside, pot and all, to grow on once they
have true leaves. If preferred some of these seeds can
wait and be sown direct in the open ground when the
soil has warmed up enough for germination to happen,
err on the safe side. By the middle of the month the
first early potato varieties should be ready for planting,
weather permitting, but for later ones it is best to wait
until mid April; the emerging foliage is vulnerable to
frost damage, so draw earth over it to help protect it.
Prune blueberries: take out any dead, weak or rubbing
stems and cut back stems that have fruited last year to
a strong low-growing bud and remove a third of the
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Walking local
If you live in Hambledon you don’t have to go far afield to find memorable walks.
The recent short and long walks were both close to home and they both took their
participants through some of the beautiful countryside that lies all around us.

T

he short walk at the end of January was
suggested by Sheelagh as one which should be
easy going for those recuperating from injury.
Sadly, she was prevented from joining us but we
followed the recommendation for a stroll around
Witley Common (and down memory lane for some!)
Starting from Webb Road, we opted for the selfguided Heathland Hike, (indicated by the pink signs).
This follows the perimeter of Witley and Milford
Commons. We had to navigate some big puddles but,
with few other visitors and the sun shining brightly,
we enjoyed the peace and tranquillity of our local area.
We finished with a short drive to Brook, where we had
coffee at Sweet Peas Café.
The long walk in February was also nearby.
Although familiar with some of the paths, Jane and
Maria managed to link a route through Elstead and
Puttenham that made us appreciate the great diversity
and beauty of landscape in this area of Surrey. Starting
from the Woolpack pub where we were to return to for
lunch, we followed the Back Lane, emerging to cross
the main road over to Ham Lane. After passing the
Tennis Club the footpath left takes you through the
new housing development at Tanshire. A board walk
has been created for residents of this “Water Meadows” estate and we wondered how resistant to flooding
these homes would be!

Having crossed Somerset Bridge, we decided it
was too wet to follow the footpath and circled the field
through Attleford Lane. Our first stop was to admire
the scenery at Puttenham Tarn where the sunshine was
making sparkles on the rippling water. Kingfishers are
sometimes glimpsed here but we were not lucky on
this occasion. The Tarn is just one of a chain of ponds
or lakes, and missing the opportunity to take a photo
of the group there, I did succeed to take one at another
waterside location, General’s Pond.

The approach to Rodsall Manor has been made
easier by re-surfacing of the path. We stopped to admire the entrance of this listed manor house, dating
from 1680 and guarded by big stone-carved eagles on
either side of the gateway. Our path turned left
through more woodland before we entered the wellkept grounds of Cut Mill House (more des.res!) with
its lovely lawns, shrubs and topiary.
We walked uphill past the house to the lake
which was created as a hammer pond during the 16th
and 17th centuries to serve the iron industry.
The mill itself is mentioned as early as 1307 but
the last water wheel was removed in 1932. All is quiet
now and a lovely summer house of modern design
looks out over the water. Circling the pond anticlockwise we chose a suitable spot on the opposite
bank for a coffee break.
The part of Puttenham Common owned by the
Hampton Estate offered another change of scenery
with wide sandy paths and a beautiful area of tall silver
birch which shimmered in the breeze. We made our
way via Britty Wood, an area of pine, beech and
coppice to emerge at the road near Fullbrook. A slight
diversion of the footpath by Fullbrook Farm helped
avoid the worst of the puddles as we followed the
course of the river to the old road bridge which
straddles the Wey at Elstead. Once well known for its
wool trade, the Old Mill opposite once produced
worsted and, later, gold braid for
army uniforms.
The village green was shortly in sight
where we changed out of our boots, said
goodbye to some and then gathered for an
enjoyable lunch at the pub. Liver and bacon
was very much enjoyed by several of us (a
Tripadvisor recommendation was promised!).
Philip entertained us along the way back into
Elstead with his tales as a local vet and a few
of his more famous
clients and their pets.
The Woolpack was an old haunt of his and he
chose to stay a while and reminisce over coffee after the rest of us had departed.
Next Long Walk: Tuesday 10 March
Meet at the Village Hall at 9am
Next Short Walk: Tuesday 24 March
Meet at the Village Hall at 10am
All welcome! Further information from
Helena Hockridge 01428 684325 or 07768 548099
helena@kis-solutions.co.uk
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The wisdom of animals

GOD
IN THE

This month the Revd. Michael Burgess has chosen the parable of
Balaam and his ass, as depicted in one of the world’s finest mediaeval bibles,
to show how animals and birds are depicted in art and scripture.

ARTS

T

he RSPCA has its genesis in legislation which
was passed in 1822 to prevent anti-cruelty to
cattle and which was known as Martin’s Act. It
was supported by various social reformers and an
informal network gathered around the efforts of an
Anglican priest, the Revd. Arthur Broome, who asked
the question “Can the infliction of cruelty on any being
which the Almighty has endued with feelings of pain
and pleasure consist with genuine and true benevolence?” The result was the foundation of the world’s
first animal welfare charity, the RSPCA, in 1824.
This month we focus on the story of Balaam and
his ass, from Numbers, Chapter 22. Balaam has not
heeded God’s will and, as he journeys, an angel bars
his way. Balaam cannot see the angel but his ass can.
Three times the animal turns away. Three times she is
beaten by her owner and eventually she asks “What
have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these
three times? Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast
ridden ever since I was thine unto this day? Was I
ever wont to do so unto thee?” Then Balaam’s eyes
are opened: he sees the angel and his heart repents.
This story is captured in a vivid woodcut from
the Cologne Bible, a translation into Low German and
printed in 1478-79. As in all pre-Lutheran German

In the above illustration we can see Balaam on
his ass in the countryside. He has raised his hand to
strike, unaware that the ass has seen the angel of God.
As we look and ponder this story we can remember
that cruelty and abuse mark out life today, affecting
children, vulnerable adults and all creatures great and
small. The ass calls on us to think of how we treat
creation around us.
Donkeys can be stubborn but they are also signs
of humility, patience and hard work. It might be
Dapple with Sancho Panza in the story of Don Quixote, or Tim Moore travelling the camino with his donkey in ‘Spanish Steps.’ And in the Gospels we recall
the donkey in the Christmas story and the
donkey
that bore Jesus into Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday. We celebrate that day next month: the humble
donkey sharing in the triumph of that entry just as he
shares with all animals in the wonder of creation. G
K Chesterton’s poem reminds us that the donkey may
be starved, scourged and derided; but he had that special hour of glory: ‘There was a shout about my ears
and palms before my feet.’

bibles, the translation was made from the Latin
Vulgate. The two volumes are richly illustrated with
over 200 woodcuts made by an artist known only as
the ‘Master of Cologne’. They represent numerous
scenes from the Old Testament and the book of Revelation; and they introduce key figures such as King
David and the Evangelists.
The decoration in both volumes is hand-coloured
in a style that influenced all subsequent production,
not only in Germany but across Europe. Within 50
years the Cologne Bible had appeared in 28 editions
and seven languages.
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Puzzle Page
Crossword
ACROSS
1 Top seller in the
market (5, 6)
8 Harvesting tool (9)
10 Basin fixture (3)
11 Distinctive uniform (6)
12 Regular customer (6)
14 Acquired (3)
15 Instant (9)
16 Difficult situation (11)

DOWN
2 Earth-breaking
machine (9)
3 Cornish town (4)
4 Clumsy (7)
5 Amuse (9)
6 Expression of contrition (7)
7 Floppy-eared dog (7)
9 Rushed (7)
13 UK’s tax office (inits)

Word Search
Lent lasts for 40 days.
Sundays in Lent are
‘oases’; as Sunday is
never a day of fasting,
but a weekly
celebration of the
resurrection of Jesus.
Christians have used
Lent as their ‘40 days
in the wilderness’,
when they set aside
the indulgences of life
and instead look
inward, seeking
spiritual renewal and
growth. Lent looks towards the Cross and the Empty Tomb,
with the assurance of redemption and new life in Christ.
The daffodils in our gardens are golden trumpets to proclaim
the wonderful message of Easter! The English word for Lent is
not at all religious; it is an abbreviation of the Old English word
‘lencten’, or ‘lengthen’. At last winter is over, and the days
are getting longer…

Maze





Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate

Answers to all puzzles on page 38
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Of pubs and dates
Four pubs come in for a mention, of which two called last
orders long ago. Never mind, still much to celebrate.

L

unchtime 25 April at The Crown Chiddingfold
sees the Chiddingfold Tipteerers performing
St George and the Dragon. As the years whiz
by, and the dragon is very heavy, someone younger
will be playing that part. And me? Probably ‘the Innkeeper’ (typecast?). It’s always good for a laugh!
Plug No 2 Hambledon Heritage ‘do’ in the
Village Hall on 18 March around 7pm – see What’s
On pages. Come along and have a good evening out.
Steven Dean with illustrated talk (and wine).
This month’s photos … next time you go to
Tesco’s in Milford, remember that actually you are
shopping in a pub! The Red Lion was closed in around
2006.
Milford Tesco’s – formerly The Red Lion

Titled lady? and GWJ

The White Lion on Portsmouth Road in Milford
is now housing although the basic pub building is still
there. It used to have a large attached function room.
The other photo is a rare picture of Ann Disney
talking to GWJ at Feathercombe around 2008. The
rumour is that she was a titled lady!
Pubs: Good Wife Jan recommends The Three
Horseshoes at Thursley. GWJ went there recently
with her friend, Sally. “Clean as a whistle”, good service, food very good, no comment about the beer as
she doesn’t drink beer. Dye House Road, 01252
703900. Sunday roast - beef £19.50, chicken £16.60.
Ross (PS Don’t forget the Heritage do! * )

A few old March celebrations and dates
1st St David’s Day – parade in Cardiff
9th Savio – Patron of St Dominic’s School
3rd St Piran’s Day processions
9th Ancrum ‘Hand Ba’ Game, Scottish Borders (very rough!)
– patron saint of Cornish Tinners
17th St Patrick’s Day
8th Woodbine Willie
* 18th Hambledon Heritage AGM – Village Hall *
8th Felix of Burgundy – and Dunwich
29th Clocks go forward

Eat seasonally
Eco-warriors who lead protest marches may have good intent, but what are they doing at home?
Are they block-paving their gardens or eating avocados, for example?
Alan Titchmarsh, writing in his recent column in Gardeners’ World, points out: “We cannot berate
members of the Royal family and global superstars for Clying hither and yon in private jets if we
buy strawberries in January, for they, too, will have necessitated the burning of fossil fuel to reach
our table.” Titchmarsh says that if we really want to make a difference, we should eat seasonally.
“I yearn for a return to …. English apples and pears in autumn and winter, strawberries and raspberries in summer, and asparagus from April to June.
While he would not deprive anyone of “a slice of lemon for their G&T,” he does worry “about the
growing consumption of avocados, which is causing the destruction of Mexican rainforests to
make way for avocado plantations.” So instead of avocados this month, why not consider some
artichoke, beetroot, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage (both Savoy and white), carrots, chicory,
cauliClowers, endives, fennel, or spinach, to name but a few of the vegetables in season in March?
Hambledon Parish Magazine, March 2020 Page 29

March Clockhouse News
Raising money for Australia with the devastating fires;
an art group, a host of activities, and maybe even soon a choir.

e celebrated Australia Day with a themed
lunch and an Australian singalong with
David Baxter, raising some money to help
with the devastating fires in Australia with ‘a name the
Koala’ competition which raised over £120.
The Thursday morning Art group continues to
grow and we were thrilled to welcome Two art prefects and a teacher St Hilary’s school who enjoyed a
morning of painting tulips and freesia. Our Afternoon
matinee was West Side Story and our next showing

W

will be of Mamma Mia. We are thinking of starting a
Clockhouse choir so if anyone would like to join us
please pop in and speak to Becky or Elvina. We would
like to meet once a month on a Wednesday. If you
haven’t visited us, please do pop in a see what’s new.
Every Friday we hold a community coffee morning and all ages welcome. Freshly made cakes and
Dave’s delicious scones warm from the oven served
from 10.30 am. For more information visit
www.clockhouse.org.uk or call 01483420668.

Monday 2 Brian Harris Sings
Tuesday 3 World Wildlife Day
Wednesday 4
Karen Page Sings
Thursday 5 Spring Flower Arranging with Ann
Friday 6 Mini Bingo
Monday 9 Celebrating Women Day
Tuesday 10 Celebration of HOLI, festival of colour
Wednesday 11 Roast and Toast
New York! New York! with Paul Anthony
Thursday 12 Nev and Claire sing
Friday 13
Target Games
Monday 16 Wellderly Day

Tuesday 17 St Patrick’s Day celebration Lunch
with Keith singing Irish Classic & Riverdance
Wednesday 18 David Baxter Sings
Thursday 19 First Day of Spring – bulb planting
Friday 20
Mini Bingo
Monday 23 World Poetry Day
Tuesday24 Brian Archer talk on Chile
Wednesday 25 Clockhouse Matinee
showing ‘Mamma Mia’
Thursday 26
Country Music Day
Friday 27
Mini Bingo
Monday 30 Musical Bingo

Activities can change – phone ahead to confirm: 01483 420668

It’s cold outside – and maybe inside too?
Are you, or someone you look after, having difficulty paying energy bills?

I

f you are, Citizens Advice may be able to help with
advice about your energy issues. Anyone can ask
for help, but we would particularly like to speak to you
if you fall into the following groups:
Those who are spending more than 10% of
their disposable income on fuel; On a low income;
Receiving Disability Living Allowance, Job Seekers
Allowance, Employment & Support Allowance, Universal Credit; Disabled, or have a long-term illness,
pensionable age, Looking after dependent children.
We can help with:
Understanding billing, payment and meter payment
methods.
Switching tariffs/suppliers to save money.
Iinformation about saving energy, energy efficiency
measures and grants.
Entitlement & help to apply for Warm Home Discount
scheme.

Identifying benefits to help with fuel debt.
Advice on dealing with fuel debt, including charitable
grants and setting up manageable on-going payment
plans.
For free, independent, confidential advice on a wide
range of topics –
call 0344 848 7969; visit our office at Bridge Street,
Godalming, Mon to Fri: 10am-4pm; or visit
www.citizensadvice.org.uk
Citizens Advice Waverley is a registered charity
no 1098859.
You can help local people get the support they need by
making a donation at www.waverleycab.org.uk/
fundraising
Registered company no 4823693.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
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New soussous-chef and lots on
Jake and the team welcome Nick aboard, down at the Harriers
– but if you meet him, do inform the staff so he can be got back in there.
Lots more fun for all with the llamas, and special days and events

I

t’s been a wet and blustery February for all of us at
the Merry Harriers, but the weather hasn’t stopped
us from forging onwards! It’s been a time of some
change for us – Jack, our hard-working second chef,
left us and we wish him all the best in his future endeavours.
Half-term week also sees a meet and greet with
the llamas, which is a great opportunity for kids and
adults alike to come and interact with our herd. Many
of you have at least a passing familiarity with them,
but the ones working behind the bar don’t count!

We also have a new sous-chef who is stepping
into Jack’s shoes – Nick has many years of experience
and a solid head on his shoulders, so do say hello if he
ever escapes the kitchen and then immediately inform
me or a member of staff so that we can retrieve him.
Jazz Jam is on 8 March this month, so come
down and enjoy the good music and (hopefully) good
company.
That’s all from me this month, and I look forward to seeing many of you in the coming weeks!
Jake and the Harriers team

Come on down and celebrate all the March events with us:
1st St David’s Day: Leek soup? - yes! David is ready for it. Wear a daff in your hair – maybe?
4th and every Wednesday:: Bridge Night 8-10pm
Every Saturday afternoon: The Merry Meat Draw Starts at 5pm.
In association with our local meat suppliers, Wakelings Butchers, renowned
for their outstanding selection of Surrey sourced produce. £1 per ticket..
8 March and Second Sunday of eachmonth: Jazz Jam: A wonderfully eclectic mix of
local and national musicians will have you tapping your feet to every kind of jazz beat.  
10th and Second Tuesday of every month. The Great Pub Quiz Starts at 8pm
Form a team in advance, or form a team on the night. It’s a very relaxed format with an innovative
range of fun and challenging questions and the winning team enjoying a round on the house!
17 March St Patrick’s Day: who’s for Guinness? or even a Tullemore Dew or a Jamesons ?
22 March Mothering Sunday: go on, treat her to a slap-up meal – David and Nick will make it

Posh dog
Visitor to Crufts:
“Has this dog got a good pedigree?”
Indignant Breeder:
“Has he? If this dog could talk, he wouldn’t
speak to either of us.”
Wet
Physics Professor:
“What happens when the human body is immersed in warm water?”
Student:

“The telephone rings.”

Colourful writing
A foreign student, writing to the director of the
mission society, desired to end with the words:
‘May Heaven preserve you.’
Not being quite conCident of the meaning of
‘preserve’, he looked it up in a dictionary.
When the letter reached the director, it ended
with the words: ‘And may Heaven pickle you.’
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Volunteering at 99

Jules

David
Becky

Ron Calverley tells us there is hope yet.
Just get volunteering like him, as he is only
approaching his 100th birthday.

I

volunteer, in a local establishment. I was seeing
my Doctor with some minor complaint. As I was
about to leave she said “is there anything else”? I
told her I was bored. She advised me the Clockhouse
needed some volunteers why not volunteer?
Well that was a good prescription, it changed my
life. I stopped being television addicted. I presented
myself to the assistant manager of the Clockhouse. She
asked my age, 86 I replied. I think she blinked. I was
given the job of pouring cups of tea from behind a
small counter in the dining room.
The Clockhouse is a Day Centre for the elderly.
It is a well-appointed building nestling in a quiet road
in Milford. I go five times a week, usually about 9 a.m.
The doors open as I enter, symbolic of someone
flinging arms wide apart and saying welcome. All is
quiet. Jules the manager in her office, the receptionist
busy and waiting. A bus arrives, passengers alight with
their walking sticks and frames – all in their 70s-90s.
Better the sound of music, it is of people happy to
meet people like themselves, anticipating companionship. Soon another bus load of OAPs arrive.
They are greeted by the receptionist and a volunteer. Labels with names are pinned on their chests for
identification. We are very informal, only forenames
are used. There is a sort of satisfaction on their faces as
they step into the foyer. They fan out into the lounge
with its comfortable chairs. There are smiles and
laughter to start the new day.
The morning is the noisy part of day, the afternoon quieter, except when vocalists have been hired
for the afternoon’s entertainment
Becky is our designated Carer, a girl ready to
help anyone in need, with the patience of Job. Sometimes she is the caller for Bingo, played before lunch
most days. I love it when she calls, she has a beautiful
voice and I am hard of hearing, so clear I don’t need
my hearing aid.
We have visitors from Elstead on Mondays,
about ten in number, and they come to enjoy the Bingo
called by a volunteer, and the raffle afterwards. We
are pleased for them
to have lunch with
us.
That is not all
the morning’s activity. Paula, our Fitness
Instructor, exercises
a group of devotees.
They usually depart
after the session.

Ron

Elvina

Just before lunch she holds another session for
anyone who likes to join in. I hope Paula never reads
this. She has a weakness unbecoming a Fitness Instructor. Yeah, she sure does! Occasionally she indulges in a small bar of Bourneville chocolate. I admit, not
very often. I know, because I am the Shopkeeper who
sells it to her.
There is a Scrabble School. Cribbage, a large
jigsaw puzzle is spread on a table. Always there is
someone completely absorbed trying to fit in some
pieces. I tried once and gave up after a few minutes.
We also have Karen’s Hair Salon, open mornings
for haircuts, shampoos, perms. I do not think she does
shaves. I bet she would if asked. Practically all
Karen’s customers are of the feminine variety.
Lunch is served about 1245. All the tables have
earlier been prepared by volunteers. Everything is
clean, smart and enticing. I love the lunch hour. People
chatting and laughing. This is probably the most sociable hour of the day. Soon the noise abates.
A magic sound, made by the kitchen shutter rolling up as food is about to be served. Volunteers serve
the two course meal at the tables. Robin, another volunteer is in the kitchen accepting dirty dishes. Robin is
87 this year and has more energy than most.
All the time the members are munching away to
their hearts content there is work to be done in the
lounge. Becky and Elvina prepare the lounge for the
entertainment. Elvina recently married, so once again I
was too late. She is friendly, always positive and outgoing and helpful. I am not going to spare her blushes.
She is also very pretty. Elvina is responsible for the
Clockhouse activities and admin. It takes a genius to
provide entertainment every afternoon all year round. I
do not know how she does it. I particularly like one
activity. She joins tables into a row for about 10 people. On the tables are sheets with designs for colouring, pencils, water colour paints, and brushes are supplied. Discarding years, they become as children again.
They have not lost their talent. A fine scene. I like to
look at the work. Some intricate, some beautiful.
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Other activities include film shows, games, and
quizzes. All the games are led by Elvina. Sometimes
the members are just happy to sit, chat, and reminisce.
There is Helen who works on Wednesdays and
Fridays doing the accounts. I like Helen. I gave her
some sausage rolls once, which she enjoyed. She was
pleased. I may give her some more.
There are two Fairs, one in the summer and the
other near Christmas. Each is manned by volunteers.
There is a raffle, the prizes all donated, many by local
organisations. Stalls display all the goodies. Karen our
Hairdresser runs the Tombola. Volunteers manage the
stalls. David our Chef makes quantities of beef rolls.
Cakes made by David are at the tea bar. Two volunteers made tea.
I noticed dirty dishes through the kitchen’s small
serving hatch, so I strolled into the kitchen and my real
roll as a volunteer began. I worked three days a week
for ten years before I escaped. Dave and I became
good friends and despite 59 years age difference, I
like to think my wit matches his. His best achievement is the week before Christmas. David alone prepares and cooks a three course Christmas lunch for
five days. There are 50-70 diners. It is an astonishing
achievement. The only help he wants are from Robin
and Lee, a part-time staff helper.
After each meal David is forced from the kitchen
to acknowledge the diners’ thanks. David the modest
hero? He has another achievement during my time in
the kitchen: meeting and marrying Hayley, and now
have two delightful children Alfie and Lily.
We’ve got plenty of Birthday Card and Greetings
Cards, books and CDs. More than anything, we have
the warmth of human kindness, tolerance, empathy,
understanding and goodwill.
I first entered the Clockhouse when I was 86
years old. I am now 99. My 100th is approaching with
alarming rapidity, My legs told me my washing up
days in the kitchen were coming to an end, so I became a shopkeeper for three days a week. Before, I
was the face behind the kitchen hatch. Now I am up
front with the members. It is quite an experience. Especially when I calculate their change. They may be
frail supporting themselves with walkers or canes, but
they are sharp, very sharp. Before I am halfway to a
solution I am told what the change is. So I discard my
calculator, because it cannot compete. If the change is
a few coppers. I am told to keep it for the Clockhouse.
Sometimes a person approaches who has great
difficulty in walking. I say “Can I help you”? This is
met with silence. I realise she has a speaking problem.
She searches the products on display. She takes what
she wants, and this is the part of the sale that hits me.
Without saying a word she hands me her purse to take
the money and complete the sale. To be trusted like
that, especially by an elderly lady is a very humbling
experience.
The feeling has reoccurred as I write.

Another customer tells me she is partially sighted. She cannot identify some coins. She offers me her
opened purse to complete the sale.
I have regular customers. They nearly always
greet me with a smile and sometimes we pass pleasantries, which I find very nice. Many walk past my shop
as they enter and give a smile of greeting, or a good
morning. The Shop is closed at 1230.
I have introduced Elvina, Becky, David, Helen,
Paula, Karen, Lee, Robin and Kirah. Now I introduce
you to Jules our Manager who is responsible to the
Board of Trustees for the good management of the
Clockhouse.
Well, I am resisting waxing lyrical about our
Jules, so aptly named. I am finding it difficult not to.
She is a very personable popular Lady. Quietly authoritative, decisive, gently persuasive, if needs be. Her
office door with few exceptions is always open. Her
technique is admirable.
Come off it you might say, just Jules, Elvina and
Becky to manage the daily affairs?
Of course you are correct. No matter how good
they are, they need help. The help are the volunteers.
Most are retired pensioners, all with cheerful personalities. We men are outnumbered. Apart from myself
there is only Robin and John active in the day. So
come on chaps give us a hand.
I don’t want to give the impression we are
smothered all day with volunteers. We are not. They
come, do their jobs have a little chat and depart. Some
stay until we close, if needed. I find it amazing how
the volunteers proceed with their tasks. I have never
heard any orders being given, yet the system works
like clockwork. This is because of Jules’s good management and the willingness of the volunteers.
Every spring the Trustees show their appreciation. Each volunteer receives a personal invitation to a
two course evening meal and light entertainment. The
volunteers are allowed one guest. Last Spring 65 people attended. It was like a family gathering. The trustees serve the meals. David cooks the meal, again
without assistance, then does his quick nod and disappearing trick. The youngest volunteer is Kirah a shy
girl of 18 years. She appears every Tuesday morning,
starting work immediately. Before lunch you will find
her taking orders for sandwiches and making tea.
When lunch arrives you are suddenly aware Kirah has
disappeared. She arrived and left the Clockhouse silently, as if by magic. Can you imagine the Clockhouse as a box? I have lifted the lid off for you to look
inside. I hope you liked what you have seen. It is such
a happy place. It has been my working environment
for 13 years. I am not the longest serving volunteer but
I am the oldest. It is ironic. At 99 years of age I am
helping to look after youngsters in their eighties. It is
an enjoyable experience. Without it I would have been
long gone. The scourge of the Elderly is loneliness.
The Clockhouse provides an antidote.

Do what you can with what you have where you are. – Theodore D Roosevelt
Friendship doubles our joy and divides our grief. – Anon
Hambledon Parish Magazine, March 2020 Page 33

Hambledon Parish Magazine, March 2020, Page 34

Hambledon Parish Magazine, March 2020 Page 35

Useful Information and Telephone Numbers
GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES
Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses
Health Visitors

01428 682218
01428 685249
01428 685249

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG
Tel: Doctors

01483 415885

– Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ
Tel: Doctors
Health Visitors & Community Nurses

01483 414461
01483 415564

Chiddingfold – pending rebuilding of the surgery,
for all Information…
please telephone

01428 683174

HOSPITALS
Royal Surrey County Hospital
Milford Hospital
Haslemere Hospital

01483 571122
01483 782000
01483 783000

Equipment for short term use
Some items only required for a short time (usually three months) may be borrowed from
the British Red Cross which operates out of a unit in Sainsbury’s (Godalming) car park on
Tuesdays from 13.30- 5.00. Available equipment could include bed blocks, bed cradles,
back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, bed pans and urinals. Full details can be found at their
website, Red Cross Mobility Equipment Centre Surrey.
POLICE
Police Community Support Officer:
e-mail:
Urgent calls:
Non-urgent and crime reporting

12010 Karen Phillips
waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
999
101

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS
Area 1
Area 2
Area 3
Area 4
Area 5
Area 6
Area 7
Area 8

Mrs Sally Marks
Mr Arthur Blackman
Miss Jane Woolley
Mrs Caroline Pitt
Mr Alf Hammond
Mr John Tidmarsh
Mr Ion Campbell
Mr Bryon Ware

Hydestile
Church Lane
Woodlands Road
Malthouse Lane
Cricket Green
Lane End
Feathercombe Lane
Hambledon Park

UTILITIES
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours

01483 427249
01428 683871
01428 684213
01428 682940
01428 683625
01428 682067
01483 860264
01428 289132

0800 3169800
0845 2780845
0800 0727282
0800 111 999
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors

Clerk

John Anderson
Mary Grove
Mike Parry
Robin McKeith
Stewart Payne
Sean Sinnott
Philip Underwood
Julie Flenley
Email

01428 682666
01483 415815
01428 682303
01428 682334.
01483 425250
01428 682735
01428 682742
01428 683903
clerkofhpc@outlook.com

Surrey County Councillor Mrs Victoria Young
Waverley Borough Councillors
Jan Floyd-Douglass
Trevor James Sadler
GENERAL
Borough Hall

0203 65015995

Cinema, Borough Hall (Tickets & Information)

01483 523004

Library

01483 422743

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange deliveries

01428 682176

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office
(and see page 3 for more information)

01483 421267

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings

01428 683588

Train Information
Times and fares for all national services

0845 7484950

01428 687772.
01428 681884
01483 523333

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without
transport: ring 01428 682959. If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390
VETERINARY SURGEONS
Milford Veterinary Hospital
37, New Road, Milford
Rivendell
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe
In an emergency, ring either number

01483 414747
01483 421833

Hambledon Village Shop, Deli/Café & Post Office Opening Times
Shop

Deli/Café

08:30 – 17:00
08:30 – 17:00
08:30 – 17:00

09:00 – 16:00*
09:00 – 16:00*
09:00 – 16:00*

09:30 – 12:30 & 13:30 – 16:30
09:30 – 12:30
09:30 – 12:30

Saturday

08:30 – 17:00
08:30 – 17:00
08:30 – 1 4:00

09:00 – 16:00*
09:00 – 16:00*
09:00 – 13:30**

09:30 – 12:30 & 13:30 – 16:30
09:30 – 12:30 & 13:30 – 16:30
09:30 – 12:30

Sunday

08:30 – 14:00

09:00 – 13:30**

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

* last orders for lunch at 14.30

Post Office

CLOSED

** last orders for brunch at 13.00
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Puzzle Solutions
Crossword

Word Search
Lent
Forty
Days
Sundays
Fasting

Indulgences
Inward
Spiritual
Renewal
Growth

Weekly
Celebration
Resurrection
Jesus
Wilderness

Cross
Empty
Tomb
Redemption
Daffodils
Lencten

Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate
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