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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 
 

 
Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 
                                                   simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Associate Vicar The Rev Simon Willetts  01483 421267 
                                                simon.willetts@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Assistant Vicar  The Rev David Jenkins, 01483 416084 
 6 Quartermile Road, Godalming, GU7 1TG                   
 
 

Curate  The Rev David Preece 01483 421267 
                                                 david.preece@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Churchwarden Mrs Elizabeth Cooke, 01483 208637  
 Marepond Farm, Markwick Lane, 
 Loxhill, Godalming, GU8 4BD  
 
 

Churchwarden Derek Pearsall 01483 612684 
 39 Admiral Way, Godalming, GU7 1QN 
  
 

Assistant Churchwarden David Chadwick, Little Beeches, 01252 702268 
 14 Springhill, Elstead, GU8 6EL  
 

Pastoral Assistant Mrs Jacqui Rook, 01428 684390 
 1 Hambledon Park, Hambledon, GU8 4ER  
 
 

Pastoral Assistant Alan Harvey, 01483 423264  
 35 Maplehatch Close, Godalming, GU7 1TQ 
 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid       Andrew Dunn, 01428 482113  
             The Cottage, Lane End, Hambledon, GU8 4HD   
 

 
Sunday Services 
 

These are currently postponed (see page 5). 
 

 

The Church has a number of Home Groups which normally meet regularly during the week at various  
locations but which  inevitably have had to be postponed for the time being.   
Contact the Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office, tel: 01483 421267, Monday – Friday, 9.30am – 
12.30pm), email bhcgodalming.org,  if you have any queries. 
 
 

Alpha:  as for Home Groups  above. 
 
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  contact Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office. 
 
 

Where there is sickness and/or where an other-than- 
personal contact would be valued, please contact the 
Church Wardens. 
 
 

The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays. 
 
 

The Associate Vicar is normally off duty on Fridays. 
 
 

The nearest Roman Catholic churches are: 
St Teresa of Avila, Chiddingfold, 
     (Fr Irek Stadler, 01428 643877)   
St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming  
St Joseph’s, Milford (Fr Jonathan How, 01483 416880) . 
 
 

TO SUBSCRIBE AND TO HAVE THE MAGAZINE  
DELIVERED for  £7.50 per year, please contact  
Mary Parker, telephone: 01428 682545. 

 

 

Copy deadline for the  
May magazine is 
Thursday 16 April 
, 
Please send your copy to 
John Hindley 
Whitegates, Gasden Lane 
Witley GU8 5RJ 
01428 681423 
email: jjhindley@gmail.com 
 
 

Advertisers, please contact 
Emma Dunn  
The Cottage, Lane End 
Hambledon, GU8 4HD  
01428 482113  
email: em-whitehead@hotmail.com 
 Cover Design by John Whittall  
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L isa Simpson once said to Homer (who is once again in big trouble at the nuclear power plant) 
“Dad, remember the Japanese have the same word for crisis as they do for opportunity.”  
“Crisi-tunity!” Replies a freshly revived Homer.   

    

It is a defining time … Loss of life, damage to the economy, wide-spread fear, loneliness and isolation. 
It has been a season that has brought out the best and worst of humanity as crises tend to do.  Hording 
toilet rolls and stock piling to preserve one’s own, yet also huge waves of compassion as many act to 
support those who are vulnerable. These are defining times on a global, national, communal and        
personal level.   

 

It is also a redefining time … There is hope because we see a rallying round, a muddling through and 
lots of “we’ll get through this together” moments.  There is hope because we see glimpses of how the 
trial of Covid-19 reveals our compassion.  There is hope that, as the months progress, we’ll be known as 
a nation that cared not only for the physically vulnerable but also those on the breadline, the self-
employed, artists, creatives, caterers, small and large businesses alike.  Yes! Let’s pray for and be part of 
these crisi-tunities. 
 

There is a deeper hope … We have been exposed in a very real way to the fragility of life.  Responding 
with compassion and support in ways great and small are good. These noble things deserve our full   
pursuit but there is a bigger question we should pursue and its answer is found in our fragility, not our 
strength.  

The question is as old as it is cliché – why is there suffering?  It is a question no-one has answered 
satisfactorily in the history of humanity – nor am I claiming to now.  However, it is precisely in this 
mystery that hope is found.  Our fragility should make us question the why and what-fors of life’s     
challenges.   

Nearly every great monastic tradition says – pursue the wound. That means that, as we medicate 
our suffering, we should also allow our pain to teach us.  After all, pain serves to alert us to the fact there 
is a problem!    As we pursue the source of pain we find that much of life is broken.   Somewhere on this 
journey we begin to note that someone has been walking this path with us.  This someone was once         
described by Henri Nouwen as the “wounded–healer, Jesus”.  

Accompanied by this wounded-healer, we find a deeper hope because God is experiencing what we 
are experiencing:  whilst Bart Simpson would say “eat my shorts”, God would say “take my hand.”   By 
placing our hand in God’s hand, he enters our world and we enter his.  

At Easter this profound mystery is played out.  On Good Friday we remember that Jesus died on 
���������	���
������������������������
����������� ���������������������������������������������������
death is not the end.  God in Jesus has defeated death through his resurrection.  God in Jesus suffers with 
us, but we rise in him to new life.  The death and resurrection of God’s Son Jesus is the ultimate act of 
crisi-tunity!  

Jesus said “For this is the will of God, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him will 
have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day.” (John 6:40).  Hope in this corona crisis then is 
found not just in our best efforts but also in what God has done for us in Jesus.   When we hold God’s 
hand we find our deepest eternal healing.  When we hold God’s hand we find the strength for each day 
for ourselves and the o sustain our compassion to serve others. When we hold God’s hand, life and love 
last forever.  As one great saint put it “time exists that we might find God - life that we might know and 
share his love.”   
  May peace and hope be with you and all those whom you love  
 

Hope in light of Covid-19  
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A message from the Rev Simons as public worship is put on hold:   
     

 The church is not closed. The worship is not ceasing.   
It is just not happening in the buildings or school or open air right now, indeed – We are the Church!  
 

Dear friends,  
 

“Our life is going to be less characterised by attendance at church on Sunday, and more characterised 
by the prayer and service we offer each day.”  Archbishop of Canterbury, 17/3/2020 

 

What does this mean for us, locally? 
Things already in the pipeline:  
Helping others: We have a charity which the church set up at least 20 years ago. It exists to give      

financial support to those in hardship. This might be people in the gig economy, the freelancer or the zero 
hours contract worker in our area. We’ll be opening the charity up to accept more donations and looking at 
ways to pass every penny on to those who need it right now. 

���
����������������������������������	������������ ����������������������������������������������
reflection and to bring solace and peace to people. 

We’re looking at online worship and sermons.  Following the government’s and the CofE’s latest 
guidelines re Covid-19, we have suspended all services and church groups with immediate effect.  Please 
visit  www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches.  
The church is not closed. The worship is not ceasing.  It is just not happening in the building or school 
or open air right now, indeed – We are the Church!  
 In the meantime, may Jesus Christ strengthen you at this time.  Yours, 
 

                                   The Two Rev Simons at Hambledon&Busbridge Church 
 

 

(and there’s more information on the next page) 
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G et ready for a stream of opportunities both 
online and 'ungathered, together' to serve the 
community and stay connected. We have  

divided the Church's  new and developing ministry 
into two broad areas. 

 

  Staying Connected   
We are offering worship, prayer and fellowship online.  
We have a few things up and running already, with 
more to follow. 

 

10am Sundays: YouTube channel BHC Godalming 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCWua9wgZGOSAIOK8xTj1FPg 

There will be a short online message from our clergy 
team broadcast on the BHC Godalming YouTube 
channel.  Subscribe to the BHC Godalming channel on 
YouTube or just click the link we send out at 9.30am 
on Sundays.  (NB. it's not perfect:  you will also get 
ads not endorsed by the church.) 

 

The music for Sundays (hymns & worship 
songs) are on a Spotify playlist put together by Lisa 

https://open.spotify.com/ 
playlist/707zwBRxhNGfxayCnUF1EM?  
si=IMTMFsLiRaWpVvVLFJymHw  
 

Daily prayer at 9am on weekdays.  Join this via 
the Prayer Room link on www.bhcgodalming.org 

 It's running on something called Zoom and you 
might find it useful to install it first on your PC or 
download the app onto your smart phone.  We'll get  
instructions up on the website as soon as we can. 

 

10.30am coffee break and 4pm tea time.  One 
of the team will be in the BHC virtual chat room at 
these times so that anyone can pop in, cup in hand, and 
chat to anyone who's there.  

 

The Churches are open.   If it is safe they will 
be open during daylight hours for prayer and          
reflection.  (Please observe government instructions.) 

 

The Church Office.  Most clergy and staff are 
working from home now and many have childcare 
responsibilities.  All staff can be reached by email as 
usual and the office phone will be manned by one of 
us in the office or remotely.  Please check whether the 
Old Rectory is open before you come. 

We are looking forward to your thoughts and 
feedback.  We are not able to act on every great     
suggestion right now, but in time they will all be    
evaluated.  Let's keep talking.  There is so much that 
this crisis will teach us. 

Community Response  
 

Everyone that can, wants to help.  We've had so many 
wonderful responses from church members and local 
people who are already getting on with it but looking 
to the church for direction. 

 

The foodbanks are running low, and we are  
investigating if we can have collection points in the 
churches.  The risk of cross contamination of goods is 
an issue, so we will up-date on that shortly. 

 
 

More great ideas for outreach and 
spreading the Gospel  

 

There's much more in the pipeline and it feels like a 
����	��
�������
����������������������������������� �����
put different things in place which are worthwhile and 
sustainable – and build the Kingdom!  

   You can find more details, together with the 
communications that we have sent out, on the         
resources page of the web site:   Simon Taylor's letter 
to Busbridge Junior School (BJS)  parents, Judith     
Hawkey's message to BJS parents, Simon Willetts’ 
reflection and more. 

If you do want to stay connected and be         
involved, please take  time to follow us on Facebook, 
���������� ����  ������	� ��
����
�� ��� ���� !�� �
��
�������	����������������
������
�����������������  

 

For those not online we need help to identify 
anyone who might be missing out on communications 
or who is unable to participate in the online worship 
and gatherings.  Phone calls, doorstep visits and      
deliveries will all play an important part here.  

 

Things you can do.  We would  like to reinforce 
the Prayer Ministry team.  If this is your gift and time 
now allows, please contact 

 lisa.olsworth-peter@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Giving.  Last Sunday was Mission Sunday for 
Open Doors.  Sadly the visiting speakers had to be 
���������	� � 
��� ���� ���� ����� ���� �
���� ���� ������ �� ��
ways to donate at  www.opendoorsuk.org 

 

Church Family Support Fund.  The trustees 
are currently rewriting the constitution of this fund so 
that it can be used as a charity to support people in the 
community who are affected financially by the       
economic impact of Coronavirus.  It is open to       
donations. 

Please consider if you can give to it at this 
time. 
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    In these very different times and with no services until further notice,  
    we will miss being together.  But lots is being organised to keep in us  
    contact and give support in many other ways.    See also the website   
    bhcgodalming.org 
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common.  We bought  Meadow Cottage from Sarah 
and Peter Todd. 

Annie joined the Hambledon Village Shop    
committee as a volunteer in 1993 and, after Diane  
Whyborn left, was one of three joint managers, with 
Jean Woodward and Alison Shepherd.  Each was in 
charge for two days (the shop at that time being closed 
on Sundays).  It  was a logistical nightmare and every-

one was were delighted when Guy 
Lemieux was appointed manager in 
September 1993. Annie remained 
on the committee but left when I 
was appointed Treasurer, saying 
that two Tidmarshes on any       
committee was a disaster waiting to 
happen!  She continued working 
every Thursday morning behind the 
deli counter,  filling baguettes with 
her famous home-made tuna paté, 
plus other shifts for about 18 years. 
         We were delighted when Jo 
and Rosie married and Annie had 
great fun helping with the wedding   
arrangements.  Our swimming pool 
came into its own at the receptions 
and this was Annie’s domain.  It 
was always clean, but not always at 
the right temperature! 
       Annie was diagnosed with ter-
minal cancer in 2017.  She accepted 
this in her stoical way, which was no 
surprise.  She never complained and 
carried on living as normal a life as 

possible until late 2019.  She died peacefully at home 
in March. 

It had been planned to hold a service of thanks-
giving for Annie early in May but this has had to be 
postponed.  A new date will be announced later. 

T he village lost two of the best-known and best-
loved members of its community in March:  
Annie Tidmarsh’s death was quickly followed 

by that of Louise Rhodes.  Both of them had been   
terminally ill for some time, but  it’s nevertheless hard 
to believe that they are no longer with us.  We are 
�����������������������������������������������
��� �	�������
we  start off with John’s. 

Annie was born in 1945.  She 
attended various schools until, aged 
11, she went to board at Farlington, 
near Horsham.  She then won a 
scholarship to a  London secretarial 
school and, after a year’s training, 
secured a job in the city with Bland, 
Welsh, a firm of insurance brokers, 
where she stayed for ten years.  The 
firm eventually became part of the 
Sedgewick group. 

We married in 1973 and, after 
a short spell in Islington, moved near 
to Chiddingfold. Annie made friends 
easily and was good at remembering 
faces and places.  She was an expert 
at crosswords, as well as being keen 
on horse racing and the theatre.  At 
school she had acted in numerous 
plays  – but always as a man! 

Annie’s great passion was 
clothes but she was a careful 
spender, much to my approval!  
Very occasionally she would go 
����
�������������������	��
�������"
ever was bought was regularly worn and is probably 
still in her wardrobe.  

We moved to Hambledon in 1990 with the girls 
and Lady, a rescued collie-cross who lived to 17 and 
was regularly walked by Annie on Hambledon       
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Louise Elisabeth Kerr was born on 10 March 1962 in 
Gibraltar. Her father Jim Kerr was a flight lieutenant 
navigator in the RAF before subsequently becoming 
an air traffic controller. Her mother Elisabeth, or   
rather “Betty”, Cornelius, was a teacher before      
becoming a pre-eminent Head Mistress, or a “Super 
Head” as we call them today, and being recognised 
with an OBE. 

As a young girl Louise grew up in Hampshire 
before moving to Camberley, whilst enjoying       
memorable family holidays with her Auntie Mary and 
Uncle Richard in Devon.  In 1977, when Louise was 
15, Betty and Jim separated, with Louise moving to a 
������������#�����	������ ����������������$������� �� ��
studies, it did help her to be independent and           
independent minded. 
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With less than perfect A Levels, Louise then  
completed a business study degree at Coventry         
Polytechnic.   After leaving Coventry, Unilever saw 
Louise’s potential and she joined Birds Eye Walls as a    
graduate trainee, swiftly becoming a brand manager 
where her creativity blossomed and her ability to get 
things done and to stand no nonsense was nurtured. 

I joined Birds Eye Walls a year later and my   
earliest memory of Louise was when we were meeting 
in the development kitchen and a rather sleazy but   
senior Sales Director called Terry made a suggestive 
comment about the way Louise was cutting a new    
creative pastry decoration.  Terry then put his arm 
round her shoulder rather further than was welcome.  In 
those days, girls were supposed to smile and laugh 
nervously, but Louise immediately told him that if he 
touched her again she would cut off his private part and 
chuck it in the blender.  He smiled and laughed       
nervously. 

If creativity was fast becoming a part of Louise’s 
brand, so was her forthrightness.  I remember that,   
immediately after our first date, Louise announced to 
me that she had told her father that I was the person she 
was going to marry.   It wasn’t really an  observation 
but more of an instruction.  I smiled and laughed rather 
nervously. 

Louise then moved to the fragrance division of 
Unilever and enjoyed spectacular success with the 
launch of Elizabeth Taylor’s Passion. However, she was 
beginning to wonder whether the corporate ladder was 
one she wanted to climb.  After telling her boss that he 
was the most depressing man on the planet, she realised 
it was time to move on and she launched an outsized    
woman’s clothing catalogue business that was probably 
before its time – before subsequently moving into the 
agency world. 

In October 1993 we married and moved to    
Lodsworth.  We were quickly blessed with Naomi 
whom I have always thought to be practically perfect in 
every way but who tested Louise to her limits, not least 
with her fabled clumsiness. Sam and George quickly 
followed but this didn’t stop Louise project managing 
three extensions and becoming a governor of Graffham 
School whilst holding down a job as well –  at least 
until George was born.  

When Louise was at home the household was 
characterised by order, efficiency and great hospitality. 
When Louise was away, it was characterised by       
hospitalisation - whether due to Naomi falling out of a 

������� ������	� %��� ��������� �� ����� ��� &�����'�
����������� �� ������	� � ��� ������ ��������� ���� ����� �� �����
Annie’s fingers. 

After deciding that Lodsworth was idyllic but not 
ideal for the kids, Louise took on another building   
project, of course whilst being pregnant, and created the 
lovely home in Hambledon that we have today - even 
more special because Georgina had preceded us.  

Despite Louise’s efficiency, the project was a 
whole two weeks late and on Annie’s due date there 
was no electricity or water.  So Louise was quite clear:   
she crossed her legs accordingly and Annie had to wait.  

Weeks after Annie was born, Louise’s mother 
Betty sadly passed away – but not without passing on 
the belief in family. 

As well as being a mum to four, Louise became a 
governor at Witley Infants School and a member of the 
Surrey Police Board, where she trained as a Home    
Inspector.  She worked for Guy La Costa at Twist    
Developments. 

 

She would find time to support the children at 
school and was always very clear about what she 
thought at parents’ evenings. She once told Naomi’s 
physics teacher that, having now met him, she could 
understand why Naomi found his lessons to be        
excruciatingly boring. 

In Hambledon Louise increasingly appreciated 
the value of participating in the wider school life, the 
cricket or rugby club, the village shop or more latterly 
the church.  Whether through watching Sam in school 
musicals, Naomi playing lacrosse, Annie playing net-

���� ���&������ �������� ���
�	� � ������ ��� ����� ������ ���
���� �������	� ��� �������� ��������� ������ ��� �������'�
Louise knew the importance of “doing stuff” and its 
part in developing relationships, community, people 
and happiness. 

It was through rugby and later with netball that 
we met and now cherish so many good friends and the 
support that they gave to Louise on her cancer journey 
– one that started in the autumn of 2010.   Louise was 
diagnosed on a Thursday but selflessly and typically 
never revealed the diagnosis until the following week 
to avoid ruining a very special rugby weekend for 
George and me. 

It is paradoxical, but in some ways Louise’s ten- 
year cancer journey brought out the best in her and 
after she was re-diagnosed in 2016 was the time when 
she was probably the most fulfilled. 

Louise would increasingly talk to everyone and 
anyone, about anything – even if it frequently drove 
the family to despair because Louise was late, having 
talked to some random strangers about their lives in 
places we had never heard of. 

Louise saw something good in everything she 
saw.  She also turned to Abba, insisting that MamaMia 
be played, alongside Les Miserables, at every          
impromptu summer BBQ which she loved.  

She enjoyed going to Rock Choir even when too 
weak to stand. 

In her last year she attended art classes, with 
Clock Barn Farm becoming a sanctuary but ultimately 
because art became a passion of hers.  

But it was her belief in God, her faith and the 
support of St Peter’s church that fulfilled her and gave 
her strength to be strong for her family.  

Intuitively she just knew when the kids needed to 
talk, or just needed to be cuddled or held – or when a 
more forthright call for stoicism was needed. 

As her mother did before her, Louise increasing-
ly recognised the importance of family and family      
occasions.  Christmas had to be perfect – so much so 
that I used to dread that moment when I gave her those 
beautiful garments that I thought she would like, only 
to be asked the question “why would anyone want to 
wear something as ghastly as that – although thank 
you for the thought my dear”.  Christmas had to be 
perfect and the kids made sure that her last Christmas 
was her best Christmas. 

This tribute would not be complete without    
mentioning Louise’s courage in fighting cancer and 
her determination to beat the odds – which she did by 
quite some margin.  Through intensive research on 
orthodox, complementary and unorthodox therapies, 
she became more expert than some of the experts.  She 
frequently asked her consultant what he thought about 
the latest research paper on drug x, only for the      
consultant to - smile and laugh nervously.  She was 
very clear about what treatment she wanted and what 
she expected from  her doctors 
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As the daughter of a navigator, we should not be 
surprised that she was, and will continue to be, our 
North, our South, our East and our West. 

Towards the end she was not for telling either:   
the doctors told her that a holiday to Cornwall was  
unwise but she was absolutely clear that she was going 
on a family holiday and her nursing angels made that 
possible. 

No-one was going to tell her that she couldn’t go 
before her birthday, which was the day on which she 
ultimately died.  As one of the children said, that was 
typically thoughtful of her: they would only need to be 
sad once a year and not twice. 

A week or so before Louise left us, Giles        
Carpenter dropped by to say hello and also to say a 
prayer, asking to help the family by giving them     
visible signs that Louise was going to a better place.  

On Sunday 8 March Sam took the photograph 
that appears  at the head of this tribute.   

In the days, or rather nights, before she died 
Louise increasingly became restless and for four     
consecutive nights I would see her suddenly trying to 
get up out of bed for no apparent reason. It seemed as 
if she was confused or wanted to go somewhere.  On 
each and every occasion the time was 3.04.  

On 10 March, on her birthday, Louise left us to 
go to a better place, peacefully, surrounded by her  
family. The time of death was 3.04.  

The hole in our lives may seem huge but we 
must be thankful for what we have had and not sad for 
what we have lost.  Louise’s love, memories,         
guidance,  direction, spirit, light and inspiration will be 
with us forever. 

As confusing and as difficult as these last two 
weeks have been, it is clear that Louise is now at peace 
in a better place. 

Thank you Louise. May peace be with you. 

But her determination to fight was not driven by 
a sense of self-preservation but by a selfless drive to be 
there for the children for as long as she could.  

I know her memory will continue to guide the 
children and to give them direction. She would         
encourage them and sometimes challenge them – but 
would never do any telling.  The telling was always 
reserved for me. 













/���
/���
/���
/���
0 000



�	�
#���
�1	����	�
#���
�1	����	�
#���
�1	����	�
#���
�1	���
 




         New powers to tackle irresponsible dog ownership 

F ollowing public consultation, a second Public 
Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) has come into 
effect  in Waverley to help ensure that dogs are 

responsibly managed at all times in public spaces.   It 
will last until the end of 2022 and will allow the 
Council to 
(    request that dogs be put on leads if they are      
������������������������
���	  
(    ensure that dogs are put on leads in sensitive    
places including cemeteries, churchyards, small parks 
���������������	�����  
(    exclude dogs from certain areas such as play areas, 
skate parks, ball courts and multi-use games areas.  

This complements a previous PSPO which was 
introduced  in  January  2019  and  which  gives the 
Council the power to tackle dog fouling by issuing 
Fixed Penalty Notices to people who don’t pick up 
their dog waste.   

Feedback  received  from  well  over a  thousand      
Waverley residents and organisations has shown that 

most respondents strongly agree with these further 
proposals.  The Council is keen to strike a fair balance, 
so that the great majority of residents who enjoy     
having dogs are able to walk with them freely in     
suitable areas, while the minority of irresponsible   
owners are prevented from letting their dogs cause a 
nuisance.   

It is to be hoped that this second PSPO will help 
address regular complaints about dog fouling and     
nuisance behaviour when dogs are not under proper 
control. 

If people are found to breach this Order they risk 
receiving a fixed penalty notice of £100.  Those who 
fail to pay could face prosecution and be fined up to 
£1,000.  As part of the implementation process, the 
Council has started with a three-month warning period 
before fines begin to be issued. 

 
Visit www.waverley.gov.uk/dogpspo to find out more 

about responsible dog ownership in Waverley. 
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O n 1 March it was about Jesus’s journey through 
the desert, through Lent towards Easter.  An 
animated video showed Jesus in a green desert 

fasting for 40 days and resisting temptation by the  
devil who promised Jesus that he could turn the desert 
stones into bread if he followed the devil (Matthew 
chapter 4 verses 1-11).  

Simon picked up on the theme, exploring Jesus' 
journey through the desert to resist temptation:   as the 
only one who had lived a pure life acceptable to God, 
he was able to journey to the cross.  But his journey 
hadn’t ended there, as he was raised to new life.  This 
meant that, as his followers, we can journey with him 
to the cross to be forgiven.  We can also enjoy Easter 
Day as the greatest day in history because Jesus offers 
us new and eternal life with God when we follow him.   

There were some songs with James Jagger at the 
guitar, Simon at the keyboard and Naomi singing.  We 
all joined in.  This was followed by activities in the 
Church room. The children rushed in to try them all 
while parents hovered or helped their small children.   
Others stood around and chatted over coffee and    
biscuits. 

As a reminder of  Shrove Tuesday (pancake day) 
the children brushed little pancakes with jam and     
decorated them with fruits and sweets. As there were 
quite a lot of children, they were encouraged to think 
of the others and not use too many decorations.  This 
worked very well.  Most of them ate the pancakes 
there and then.   They could also all make a desert  
cactus out of soft modelling clay.  Help was at hand 

plus an example of what could be done. This was very 
popular.   

A table full of sand was ready to be decorated 
with objects. The children picked these at random out 
of a bag and placed them into the sand to make up a 
desert scene. 

Sandpaper crosses, representing the roughness of 
the desert, were each put onto a white card and the 
children dipped a finger into a mixture of ashes and 
ground-up charcoal to cover the rest of the card. Then 
the sandpaper cross was lifted, leaving a pure white 
cross amid black ash. These cards were then laminated 
for  the children to take home. 

For the older children, in the vestry there were 
word searches. They reorganised the words and put 
them into verses. 

Back in the Church the theme of the journey   
continued with a prayer walk.  This was the messy 
part, where the children dipped their bare feet into 
sponge paint bowls and walked down the church aisle 
on a long sheet of paper, symbolising our journey  
towards God.  At the end,  helpers had buckets of   
water ready to wash and dry the children’s feet. Then 
some of the older children drew around their hands on 
card and wrote down inside the hand whom they   
wanted to pray for in Lent.  

Some prayers and songs followed.  But, along 
with so many other activities, Messy Church has had 
to be suspended.  So no special Messy Easter on 5 
April and no Messy Sundays on the first Sunday of       
subsequent months until further notice 
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Messy Church is an hour with children in mind, with a video and  
some child-friendly teaching by Simon followed by activities  based  
on a chosen topic.  Jacqueline Hindley reports on the March event. 
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 Join us to see swathes of 
bluebells, gather wild 
garlic, check on the polo 
ponies and grounds, see 

the sailor’s grave and admire fish in the Wey. 
Our  friendly cycling group explores rural routes, 

improves our fitness and discovers lovely corners of 
Surrey and Sussex. 

This year’s season starts on Thursday 16 April.  
We  meet at 6pm outside Hambledon Vilage Hall and, 
unless notified, this is the time and place from which 
rides normally start throughout the summer. 

Give us a call if you have any questions. We ride 
a mix of tourers, hybrids and mountain bikes. 
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If you have a houseful at Easter you can make 
life easier by taking home some frozen French pastries 
and popping them into the freezer as a standby.  Bring 
them out, leave for 15 minutes to prove and cook in a 
preheated oven to 180 degrees for 20 minutes 
(depending on your oven) until golden.  Yummy with 
local marmalade or jam. 

Bron is smiling as it’s the start of the fresh     
English asparagus season.  It’s a short but special time.  
We do try to keep things seasonal and asparagus is so 
very wonderful steamed with butter and a pinch of salt. 
English purple sprouting broccoli is another delicious 
vegetable.  Bron suggests cooking the stems on their 
own, then plunging the flower in for a quick dip to get 
the best flavour.  

We will have to bide our time until next month 
for the arrival of the first early strawberries. In the 
meantime (while it stays open)  the deli will continue 
to try out new ideas:  salads, quiches, new fillings for 
baps and sandwiches. Come in and take a look. 

Unfortunately  summer opening hours won’t be 
coming into operation on 1 April.  The shop will    
continue to be open from 08.30 to 17.00 (Monday to 
Friday inclusive) and 08.30 to 14.00 (Saturday/ and 
Sunday).   

If you have any shop news to share please let us 
know: wjknibb@gmail.com, jmrmorris03@gmail.com 

The Shop’s coronavirus response is  
reproduced overleaf. 

W e start with some very sad news.   We have 
lost two very special people who were    
stalwarts at the shop and in our community. 

Both Louise Rhodes and Annie Tidmarsh have passed 
away and will be sorely missed by us all.  They were 
always full of fun and laughter and brought smiles to 
our village shop, making visitors feel so welcome.  Our 
sympathies go to both their families.  

Sophie worked wonders on pancake day (Shrove 
Tuesday) in her pinny as she cooked over 50 pancakes 
with different fillings – and very delicious they were 
too.  Thank you Sophie! 

      Easter will soon 
be upon us, hope-
fully with sunny 
skies.  It’s the time 
of year for hot cross 
buns, eggs (all   
varieties), together 
with Easter cards. 

The shop has all sorts to 
suit everyone’s taste. 

    Local gin makes 
a nice gift for those on a 
choccy-free diet, says 
&���	� � ���� )�������$��
flowers are always a 
lovely gift .   
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Whilst the Village Shop needs to be ready for the worst, at 
the same time it’s determined to remain operational for as 
long as possible:  and it’s definitely well-stocked for Easter.    
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T he Shop performs a vital service and is a life-
line for many residents, so our top priority is to 
keep it open. 

The safety of our customers, volunteers and  
professional staff is paramount and, whilst it is not 
possible to predict what’s going to happen in the    
coming weeks and months, we believe that we should 
heed government advice and prepare for the worst. 

The worst case scenario for the Shop is that 
someone who presents with the virus is found to have 
been in the Shop and/or in contact with customers and/
or staff. We will address that scenario in a moment. 
 

Phase 1 – Before the Worst Case Scenario   
We will do our best to keep the Shop and Post Office 
operating normally as long as it is safe to do so and we 
have the staff available (see below regarding the Deli-
Café). 
 

Basic Precautions 
We will ask staff and customers to take all necessary 
hand-washing precautions before entering the Shop.  
We are asking  customers to use the hand sanitiser that 
we provide at the entrance and may ask them to wear 
the gloves that we are providing before entering the 
Shop and handling products.  We are encouraging 
them to adopt safe social-distancing practices. We will 
not allow the shop to become too crowded and we will 
politely ask customers to wait outside if the Shop 
starts to get busy.  We can provide seating for those 
who find standing uncomfortable. If necessary we can          
implement a queuing system but we are confident that 
this will not be needed if people remain calm and  
polite.  

Protective gloves are available for all the till 
operators and other staff working  in the Shop. 

All surfaces are being regularly sanitised. 
 

Deli-Café 
The Deli-Café will operate according to the            
comprehensive and stringent procedures implemented 
by the Shop Management Team (SMT) on 16 March. 
Volunteers are receiving training on the new           
procedures from the SMT member(s) alongside whom 
they work.  For the moment the Deli remains open but 
with a reduced level of available foods.  Drinks and 
food are available on a take-away basis only and all 
tables and chairs have been removed in line with   
government instructions on social distancing.    

If it is no longer viable to offer any sort of  Deli-
Café service because of staff shortages or lack of   
demand, or if the government mandates the closure of 
eateries, we will close the Deli-Café and redeploy staff 
in other areas of the Shop. 

In the event that staffing the Deli-Café becomes 
unviable, before closing it we hope to be able to give a 
short amount of notice to customers and staff. 

Post Office 
We will do our best to operate normal Post Office 
hours but this may prove difficult:  at present we are 
having to close on Monday afternoons. We recommend 
that customers phone the Shop on 01428 682176 to 
check that the Post Office is open before visiting. 

We will make a larger stock of postage stamps 
available to sell through the Shop, along with the    
pamphlet that tells customers how much postage they 
need for a given letter.  At times, we may not be able to 
provide an ATM service from the Post Office but    
customers can still get up to £50 cashback at the till. 

 

Home Delivery or Collection from the Shop door 
The Shop is operating a delivery/collection service.  
The delivery service is aimed at those required to self-
isolate. The collection service is primarily for those 
that are able to visit, but would prefer not to enter, the 
Shop.  We are encouraging people if at all possible to 
use the collection service in preference to the delivery 
service. There is no charge for either service.  

Customers can email orders to 
shoporders@hambledonsurrey.co.uk at any time.  If 
email is not an option, orders can be made by phoning 
the shop on 01428 682176 during shop hours.  Please 
note that, if you are calling, the best time to do so is 
between 9.30am and 10.30am or 2.30pm and 3.30pm 
when the shop is relatively quiet.  3.30pm is the latest 
an order can be placed for same day delivery or       
collection. 

When placing an order, either by email or phone, 
you must leave a contact number and postcode.  We 
will attempt to meet your requests as closely as       
�����
��	� 
��� ��� ���� ����� ������������ ��
���������� �
depending on product availability. 

 

Orders for collection 
These should be available to collect one – two hours 
after they are placed. You will receive a telephone call 
confirming that your order is ready, at which point you 
should immediately arrange to collect it.  Orders  can-
not be set aside for next day collection.  Payment 
should be made by card on collection. 
 

Home Delivery 
Orders for home delivery will be delivered on the day 
they are placed, provided they are placed before 
3:30pm.  The delivery will be made by a village volun-
teer who, depending on the circumstances, may leave 
the delivery outside your property and call you to let 
you know it’s been delivered.   Payment should not be 
made on delivery but should be arranged separately 
with the Shop. 

Many thanks to the volunteers who have already 
stepped forward to help with this service.  Please only 
use these services if you need to.  We reserve the right 
to refuse them if we feel they are being abused. 
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We encourage people who are already shopping 
for neighbours and nearby family to expand their   
circle. 
 

Staffing 
Some staff are already self-isolating and we expect this 
number to grow fairly rapidly – so we are  looking for 
more volunteers.   

We’re hoping that villagers who find themselves 
working from home, or with time on their hands, will 
be able to help.  As well as looking for help with every 
day activities (see advertisement on the previous 
page), we’re asking people to step forward and get 
trained as Personal Shoppers and delivery team    
members  for   the  duration  of the crisis.   Please 
email villageshop@hambledonsurrey.co.uk if you 
wish to offer your time. 
 

Stock 
We are keeping a careful watch on stock levels and 
doing our best to keep the shop well supplied.   We are 
paying particular attention to stocks of basic            
ingredients such as milk, eggs, fruit and veg, cereals, 
grains, pasta, canned and bottled goods, long-life milk, 
long-life bread products and frozen food. The deli and 
chilled range is challenging because, once we go into 
‘lock down’, there is the potential for a lot of waste. 
Customers may start to see a reduced levels of choice, 
in both the Deli-Café and the chilled food range, of 
foods such as smoked salmon, charcuterie, salad pots, 
chilled soup, etc as we attempt to manage stock levels 
against a fluctuating demand.  

At this stage we are not implementing rationing 
��� ����	� � 
��� ��������� ��� ��������� �� ������������
shortage of essential goods the Shop reserves the right 
to limit purchases.  

 

Phase 2 – Worst Case Scenario 
In the event of a worst case scenario, we will         
immediately lock down the Shop, suspend home  
deliveries for a minimum of 72 hours and follow the 
government guidelines outlined in “COVID-19: 
cleaning in non-healthcare settings” (see 
www.gov.uk) to deep clean the shop.  We have    
ordered supplies of protective coveralls, gloves and 
masks to be worn during the cleaning process. We 
have volunteers willing to perform the deep clean but 
in the event that some may have become infectious 
we will put out a request for help.  If insufficient  
people step forward the Shop will remain closed  
until, on the basis of government advice, it is        
considered safe to re-enter.  During such a time we 
will collect all Shop keys from key holders to restrict 
entry to the Shop. 

At some point the level of infection amongst 
the general population may reach the point where it is 
not possible to run the Shop as we do at the moment,    
allowing people to wander around freely and      
touching shelves and products. In that event, we will  
continue to provide the home delivery and the      
collection from the Shop door services  if we can. 
 

Communication and Collaboration 
The contents of this document, or a summary of it, 
has been disseminated to Shop staff (volunteers and  
professionals) and to customers and the wider     
community via emails, the village website, the Parish 
Magazine, flyers in the Shop and social media. 

As you will see from the next couple of pages, 
we are working closely with the  Parish  Council and 
other village groups so as best to co-ordinate our  
efforts to support our villagers.  
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T he Marry Harriers has had to close its doors on 
last orders but it has prepared a special take-
away menu for those who are self-isolating.  

This can be paid for over the phone and  delivery will 
be free of charge to the doorstep, carried out by a team 
of volunteers.  Menus will be changed on a regular 
basis (a sample is reproduced here).   

The service is also available for those who are not 
self-���������	��
�����������������������
�������������� ���
the pub doorway.  

In addition the pub is offering a free hot drink and 
50 per cent off a pub food bill for all emergency staff 
and teachers. 
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but that’s no longer the case.   A summary of subsequent changes and      
developments (up-to-date at the time of going to press on 21 March) follows, 
plus details of how to keep yourself informed about what’s happened since. 
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T he last meeting, on 10 March, discussed various 
village issues including planning, the end-of-
year-budget and the coronavirus pandemic. 

Hambledon’s Waverley Borough Councillors, 
Jan Floyd-Douglas and Trevor Sadler, held a village 
surgery on Saturday 22 February in St Peter’s church 
rooms.  Cllrs. John Anderson and Stewart Payne    
attended on behalf of the Parish Council.   Even 
though there was only a small number of visitors, it 
was felt to have been a useful event and the Waverley 
Councillors have proposed holding another in the  
autumn, on a date to be announced. 

The Clerk informed Councillors that the budget 
forecast was due to be met at the end of the financial 
year.  Councillors agreed that there would be          
sufficient funds to pay small grants to the Football and 
Cricket Clubs, the Village Hall and the Church.  The 
Clerk also reported that the year-end payments and 
VAT returns were under way. 

The Chairman confirmed that meetings had been 
arranged with the head of planning at Waverley     
Borough Council to discuss how its policies were  
being implemented and that he would report back any    
findings.  New planning applications for Sawmill   
Cottage were evaluated and the Council received up-
dates on previous planning decisions. 

Cllr Grove reported that the village speed watch 
teams hoped to restartg their work in the spring.  She 
would be contacting Surrey Police for an up-date on 
speed limits which continued to cause concern.  Cllr 
McKeith reported that the village risk analysis had 
been completed after extensive walks around        
Hambledon.  Trees were of particular concern in a 
number of areas.  Cllr Parry reported on village 
maintenance, with particular reference to flooding 
along Vann Lane beyond Upper Vann Lane.          

Contacts with Surrey County Council and Waverley 
were continuing in an attempt to resolve the issue.  
Unsurprisingly, with  climate change,  more of  the 
village’s ditches, grips, culverts and drains would be 
needing regular  – and probably more – attention. 

Cllr Payne confirmed that the bus shelter at the 
Hydestyle Crossroads had not been vandalised:  it  
was having its roof repaired and its bench renewed as 
part of Waverley’s budget to repair and maintain   
historic bus shelters.  The Parish Council looks      
forward to seeing it in its renewed glory once work 
has been completed. 

All Parish Council business, including  minutes 
and agenda plus dates of future meetings can be found 
on the village website: www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk.  
However, the coronavirus shut-down means that, for 
the time being, future meetings, starting with the next 
one (on 14 April), will take the form of conference 
calls. Villagers who have matters they wish to raise 
with/have discussed by the Parish Council should so 
inform one of the Councillors or the Clerk so that, if  
appropriate, they can be included on agenda which 
will be published on the website in  advance of each 
of the meeting dates.   Full contact details for all 
Councillors and the Clerk are included in the Useful 
Information pages that are published in each issue of 
the magazine (they can be found on page 33 of this 
issue). 

The other casualties of coronavirus are the  
forthcoming Parish Assembly plus the village litter 
pick and barbeque, scheduled  for 23 and 25 April 
respectively.  Having regard to government guide-
lines, the Parish Council has agreed to postpone these 
to a later date to be advised.  However, Councillors 
hope that, in the meantime, villagers will continue to 
pick up litter whenever they see it. 

Hambledon Parish Council is co-ordinating the many 
measures being taken around the village to make sure 
help is at hand in the event of anyone suffering from 
Coronavirus (COVID-19).   As part of this process, it 
is liaising with the Church, the Village Shop, the 
Nursery School, the Merry Harriers and other village 
organisations . 

Stewart Payne, who is the point of contact and 
responsible for emergencies in the village, will lead 
this work.   His contact numbers are 07831 393561 
and 01483 425250.  Other Councillors have specific      
portfolio responsibilities as follows: 

- Hambledon Nursery School:  Stewart Payne 
- Hambledon Village Hall:  Mary Grove 
- Hambledon Parish Church:  Philip Underwood 
- Hambledon Village Shop:  Sean Sinnott 
- Maintenance and footpaths:  Mike Parry and Robin 
  McKeith. 

Specific areas of the village are also assigned to 
different Councillors: 
- Hydestile Crossroads, The Hydons and Hambledon 
   Road as far as Horsehatches:  Stewart Payne 
- Horsehatches to Hilltop Farm, Feathercombe, 
  Burgate and Mare Pond Lane:  Mary Grove         
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- Hilltop Farm, Beech Hill and Woodlands Road: 
  Mike Parry 
- Vann Lane, Upper Vann Lane and Roundals:  Sean 
  Sinnott 
- Malthouse Lane, St Dominic’s and the Cricket 
  Green:  Robin McKeith 
 -Lane End, Cherryhurst and Hambledon Park:  Philip 
  Underwood 
See page 33 for contact details. 

These Councillors will co-ordinate, help and 
support villagers, reporting back to Stewart Payne and 
liaising with representatives of the Village Shop and 
St Peter’s Church which the Parish Council recognises 
are, and will continue to be, the main focal points of 
the village for the greatest number of people.          
Together they have formed a co-ordination group to 
work together to identify where there is most need, 
who needs what and how those needs can be met.  
They do not want to interfere, but they do want to pro-
������������������������������������������������	�� �������
this end there has already been a mail drop throughout 

the village.  There will be on-going communication 
by the traditional methods of word of mouth, tele-
phone and notices, as well as via the village website.    

Anyone with any specific skills that might 
come in handy, for example those with medical  
training, and anyone who could help with collections 
and deliveries to those who are self-isolating is asked 
to contact a Parish Councillor.  A WhatsApp group, 
to provide a process for villagers to offer or ask for 
help, is also being established:  you can join this by 
sending a text message to 07543 437322.   

The Parish Council is aware that many people 
in the village are already being proactive in looking 
after neighbours. Hambledon’s community spirit is 
strong and has always been one of the strengths of 
the village.    

The Parish Council will constantly review the 
help and support that can be made available in the 
light of a constantly changing situation.  It is not an 
����� ����� ���� ������ ���� ��� ��*��� �������	� � ��� ����� ��
remain flexible and vigilant. 
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Extinction Rebellion Talk  
at  Hambledon Village Hall 
2 April is CANCELLED  
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In another of her occasional pieces, Jenna Gordon stays close to 
home.   No doubt many of us will share her special feeling for  
Hambledon Common  
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raised, volcano-
like, red brick 
structures that I         
discovered were air 
vents:  kids used  
to practise skate-
boarding moves on them and I used to launch myself 
onto their steep, short incline in an enormous effort to 
reach the top.  

 Standing here, however, on Hambledon          
Common with my two young children and husband, as 
I watched their minds and bodies navigate this tree, I 
felt so very lucky and so very aware of my               
surroundings.  The London town hall was fun to a 
point, but the perfectly aligned bricks and the harsh-
ness of metal barriers did very little to inspire me and 
could rarely sustain my interest for more that 10 
minutes at a time.  This tree, however, and this      
common, are eternally stimulating, grounding and   
revitalising.  It doesn’t matter how long or how       
frequently we visit, whom we are with or where we are 
in life:  I’m always revitalised, replenished and ready 
for the next challenge and/or opportunity and          
experience.  

As the kids wobble and squeal, and as my arms 
reach out to catch one of them, my internal world 
calms for a while.   I live in nature and I’m grateful.  

W e are on the common, exploring, playing, 
growing, learning, breathing.  In the        
moment I ignore the inner chaos that so  

often chatters with varying degrees of intensity … the 
myriad of emails and admin not replied to, the thank 
you letters half written on the desk, the finances quietly 
managing themselves in a potentially unravelling kind 
of manner, reflections of a conversation at the village 
shop or at the school gates.  Instead, we are assisting 
the kids with the task of climbing a strong, established, 
winding tree on Hambledon Common, close to the 
series of mounds or ‘pirate ships’ and near the tree 
with the roots endlessly exposed and providing a    
substantial cubby hole – for anything needing or    
wanting shelter or for children to play hide and seek. 
This tree has undoubtedly experienced generations of 
little, and probably very large, feet navigating its 
strong, sturdy, moss-laden boughs.  

I’m remembering my childhood in west London: 
my exploration of the well-run local park and the local 
town hall steps.  I particularly remember a single tree 
in the town hall area, surrounded by a neat circle of 
bricks and a metal bar. A rather clinical aesthetic    
��������	� � 
��� ��� ����� �� �������� ��������� ����� ���� ���
bike riding aged 7: round and round I went, focused 
and filled with nerves, anticipation and excitement that 
comes with learning a new skill.  I also remember the 

O n Saturday 7 March  many Hambledon       
residents and a few outsiders dared to come 
out of isolation and make their way to the  

Village Hall where they all awaited a treat.   Our own 
Jo Kirkland. and Ellie Collett  were to sing a variety of 
musical theatre songs that took us through a whirlwind 
of emotions as we followed the story of their friend-
ship and respective hardships.  When I tell you that 
there were moments when you could literally have 
heard a pin drop, I say that with no exaggeration.  
Their voices were beyond amazing: they were          
characteristic of musical theatre singers.  The emotion 
they evoked was absolutely beyond words.   

The whole cabaret found the perfect balance of 
comedy and intermittent heartfelt songs that definitely 

made my mum and I well up.  Nick Larkin, the pianist, 
also occasionally offered his witty comic timing  
alongside his beautiful piano playing.  

The event was completely brought together by 
the drinks provided and the people helping at the bar: 
Jon, Gill and Pauline.  Overall, the whole evening was 
extremely enjoyable and felt very Hambeldon-esque as 
it was so welcoming and put a smile on everyone’s 
face.  A very splendid evening!  Thank you to my step-
dad, David Kirby, and to Jon Peterson for making this    
happen –  and , of course, thanks to our wonderful Jo. 

That’s the good news.  However, isolation has 
now come several steps closer and, in response to the 
coronavirus, the Village Hall is now closed for all  
activities and bookings until further notice  

The Village Hall has been branching out yet again – as if theatre  
and cinema weren't enough, it’s added cabaret to its repertoire.   
It’s also attracting some younger reviewers:  in this case Lena  
Kirby’s 15-year old daughter,  Bonnie Russell. 
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I  notice on your website that you have digitalised 
some images in the history of Hambledon.  Not the 

first enquiry that has resulted from putting the Village 
Scrapbook and information about the other Hambledon 
Heritage albums on to the internet – but certainly the 
first time that we’ve received a request for help from as 
far afield as New Zealand.   
             The enquiry 
came from Catherine 
Watson, who asked if 
she could have a copy 
of the photograph of 
John and Eliza Pickett, 
living at Honeysuckle 
Cottage, next to the 
Merry Harriers. They 
were the parents of her 
great grandmother, 
Alice, who married 
Andrew Boniface in St 
Peter’s  Church in 
September 1907.  In 
1910 Alice and 
Andrew emigrated to 
New Zealand. 

Catherine came across the reference to the 
photograph in the index of one of the heritage albums.  
It was immediately winging its way to her, together 
with two others from the Village Scrapbook – one of 
John and one of  Eliza.  In return I received a 
photograph which Catherine had – not realising that it 
was of Alice’s wedding!   

At that point  the story really took off.   Purely as 
an aside, I mentioned the exchange of emails to Alison 
when we were both working in the shop:  “Pickett, did 
you say?  — but that’s the family of a close friend of 
mine  who  lives  in  Chiddingfold!”     The internet has  

been buzzing ever since!  The cousins (because that’s 
what Catherine and Alison’s friend Gilly are) have 
exchanged information, including lots of family history 
���� �����������	� � ���� ����� ����� 
���� ����� ������� �� �
keep me in the loop.  As a result, there’ll be several 
new pages in the heritage albums: it’s still work in 
progress but in the meantime quite a bit has come to 
light about the Pickett family and their descendants. 

Thomas and Mary Pickett are listed on the 
Hambledon graves map, but without any date or other  
information so we don’t know whether they were 
related to the William Pickett who kick-starts our 
Pickett history.  He was born in Chiddingfold in 1815 
and he died there in 1876.   

William was the father of John Pickett, born in 
1851.  His wife, Eliza Fane, whose father was a 
����������'�����
����������
�����	��������������
�� ���
is uncertain but she appears to have been John’s age or 
a few years older.  (The Fanes could well be the 
subject of a further story for the heritage albums). 

John and Eliza were married in Portsea in June 
1872.  Their marriage certificate shows them both 
living at Dock Mill (part of Portsmouth)  where he was 
�� ��
�����	� 
��� ��� ���� ������ ��� ���� ������ ��� ����
wedding had worked in and around Chiddingfold and 
Witley.  It looks as though it was a shotgun wedding as 
their eldest son, John, was born in Godalming in 1871.   

By 1875 the family was back in the 
Chiddingfold/Witley area and the 1881 census has 
them living at Honeysuckle Cottage where they 
remained until the time of John’s death in 1913.  John 
worked throughout his life as a labourer/sometime 
bricklayer and Eliza was a dressmaker.  As yet we 
don’t know what happened to her after her husband 
����	� � 
��� �������� ����� ����� ������� ����� ���� +����
family history. 

What is certain is that there were 13 children, of 
whom only two didn’t make it through to adulthood  
(although the eldest, John, died in 191l, aged 30).   One 
of the other sons appears to have been a labourer 
whereas four joined the army or the navy. One of the 
���������������������������	��������
�������������� ��*,��
(More Pickett 
research needed 
here – did any of 
them retain 
connections    with 
Hambledon?)    

The eldest 
daughter, Alice 
(who founded the 
New Zealand 
dynasty) was in 
service, probably at 
Woodlands (the 
original name of 

�����������
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����������
���

�����#���	��

�	���������	$%&'(��

It’s fame at last for former Hambledon resident Alice Pickett (right) and her family, 
both here – and in New Zealand!   And all arising from a  reference on the village  
website to a photograph in one of the Hambledon heritage albums.   
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dinner were the norm.  Alice was apparently very 
gentle and very kind.  The couple returned to       
England  in 1948 but sadly the diary that Alice kept 
of that visit has vanished.  She died five years later, 
followed by Drew in 1957. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another of Catherine’s photograph (below) 
shows Alice with her husband and their children Bert 
and Joan.  This was taken some time before the birth 
of a second daughter Eliza who is standing in front of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Alice and Joan in the next photograph, which is one 
of Gilly’s.  In this picture Bert is on their right and, 
seemingly another son, another Andrew, on their left.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alice and Drew’s eldest son, Bert, worked as a 

postman in Auckland and had seven children from 
two marriages, including Catherine’s father Douglas.  
Catherine remembers Bert as a lovely, soft-spoken 
man who used to read Charles Dickens to her and her 
brother when they were small.   Like his father before 
him, Bert visited the UK, 40 or 50 years ago.  He also 
corresponded regularly with his cousin David (ie 
&����$�� ������-	� � 
��� �������������� ���� ���� ������� � �����
been lost.   

Who would have guessed that, between them,  
an email and a chance remark could have introduced 
us to Hambledon, New Zealand, acquired a new 
cousin for Catherine and enabled the village to add a 
fascinating chapter to its heritage?    Thanks to every-
one who’s contributed so far to the story—and it’s  
not over yet!  

Jane Woolley 

Hambledon House) as her employers were Robert and 
Eva Mellersh.  The three youngest girls were the twins, 
Elsie and Edith (Edie) and, finally, Annie (also known 
as Nancy), born in 1891 and 1892 respectively.  Elsie 
�������� ���.����	�����������������/��������
����,- �����
is buried in grave no. 46 in Hambledon churchyard.  
Ted then moved on to marry the other twin, Edie:  they 
too are buried in the churchyard (grave no. 191).  Edie’s 
last home was the Hambledon Almshouses:  she lived 
in No. 2 from 1956 – 1965,  presumably as a widow. 

Thanks to Gilly we know a bit about her 
grandmother, Nancy who died in 1976 and who, 
according to Gilly (who knew her as a child), was a 
terrible snob!  Was she embarrassed by the Pickett 
family’s humble roots?  Like her sister Alice, Nancy 
started out in service (also with the Mellershes?) until 
she married Sidney Francis in January 1924.  He was 
from Chiddingfold and the family (son David and 
granddaughter Gilly) have lived in the area ever since. 

And now, back to the New Zealand Picketts. 
Andrew, also known as Drew, Boniface was a harness 
maker from Merrow.  We don’t know how Alice met 
him (once again, more research needed:  there’s a 
.�������'� ��� ����� ��� �� +���� ������� �������-	� � 
��� � ����
were living in Hambledon when their son Albert (Bert) 
was born in March 1910.  Very shortly after that they 
emigrated and settled in Otahuhu, on the Great South 

Road leading out of Auckland, where the harness 
business continued – and where they called their house 
Hambledon!   

Andrew was a freemason and reportedly a very 
stern, very religious man:  daily bible readings after 
Andrew was a freemason and said to be  a very      
stern,  very  religious  man:   daily  bible  readings after          
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Luckily none of those who went rambling in March realised that 
it would some time before their boots would be gathering mud again. 
But at least they ended up with a couple of good days out. 

 
Common rights for the villagers of Blackheath 

were established back in the 1860s and in 1864 the 
Common was the scene for a famous military exercise 
(featured in the Illustrated London News) to encourage 
the formation of volunteer militia. A mock battle took 
place using live ammunition and provision was made 
for a grandstand and tented areas for the viewing   
public! On our visit, however, all was peace and     
tranquillity with just a few people around. 

After a coffee break at the Memorial we began 
our descent through some rather boggy woodland.  St 
John’s Seminary could be seen in the valley to our left 
and further down the track we passed the cemetery of 
Wonersh with Blackheath.  In the village of Wonersh 
we strolled down the pretty street of half-timbered 
houses.  At the other end some of us strayed to take a 
peek through the imposing Gatehouse to the Church 
Green.  This was the site of Wonersh Park and home to 
the Grantley family for several generations until the 
estate was sold in 1887.  Much later, having fallen into 
a state of disrepair, the house was demolished in 1929. 

Once over the river, we were just a short distance 
from Bramley where Gerrad paid a quick visit to the 
partly restored train station to learn something of its 
history before returning to the car park.  Lunch was at 
the Grantley Arms Pub in Wonersh which we had 
passed earlier on foot. A very pleasant conclusion to 
our day out. 

J ust four walkers met on a cold but bright day for a 
short walk on Blackheath where Alison’s dogs had 
a good run-about.  Blackheath again featured in 

our long walk on 10 March when nine  of us, and two  
dogs, set off from Bramley Village Hall for a six-mile 
circuit which had been reccy’ed by Maria and Jane.  
We were under instruction to be prepared for muddy      
conditions and Maria warned that she didn’t want any 
complaints! 

Our route initially followed the course of the old 
Horsham-Guildford direct railway. Opened in 1860,  
and having featured prominently in the lives of the 
community for over a hundred years, it was one of the 
first to close in 1965 after the Beeching Report.  Trains 
had previously signalled the demise of transport along 
the Wey and Arun Canal and the water bed here is now 
������ ��	� � 
��� ��� �������� ��� ������� �� ������� ������ ��
below the remains of a turnover bridge where horses 
would have switched banks without having to be     
untied. 

We did need to pay great attention in places to 
������ �������� ���� ���� ��� ��������� ��� ���� ����	� � 
�� � ���
remained in good spirits despite the conditions under-
foot and the rather grey mizzle. Parts of the Downs 
Link path along the steeper sections had also been  
improved with a layer of lime scalping which offered a 
bit more grip. 

After circling Chinthurst Hill, we crossed the 
A248 to follow the track to Great Tangley over 
Wonersh Common.  The historic manor house nearby 
is reputed to have been a dwelling for over a thousand 
years and is first mentioned in the Domesday Book as 

a royal hunting lodge. 
These days it can be 
hired as a wedding or 
party venue. 
          Still following the 
Downs Link Path we 
again entered some fine 
woodland (where Philip  
took these two photos) 

before arriving at Black-
heath. Here we were   
rewarded with quite a 
change in scenery: sandy 
paths over open heath, 
where bell heather and 
ling grow and the gorse is 
a constant feature. The 
area has been designated a 
Site of Special Scientific 
Interest owing to the diversity of its wildlife. The    
encroachment of pine and birch has reduced the       
previously extensive views but we were still able to see 
St Martha’s Church on the hill to the north as we    
approached the War Memorial.  

 

Sadly  the introduction of social distancing 
 means that both long and short walks 

 have had to be postponed until further notice. 
 

Should  you require further information 
at any stage please contact  

 

Helena Hockridge  01428 684325 or 07768 548099 
helena@kis-solutions.co.uk 

 

who will, of course, be back in touch with all 
 Ramblers as and when it’s back to business as usual. 
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I n these challenging times with much self-isolating 
going on, people with a garden, however small, 
might want to spend more time in it. Gardening 

might become a good way to have some exercise  too. 
I so hope that many will be able to enjoy their garden. 

Perennials, annuals, bulbs: What a mild early 
spring we have had. Lots of spring flowering bulbs 
and plants are still out in my garden with daffodils 
coming on, many anemones out, the grape-hyacinths 
coming out  and the primroses in full swing. Some of 
the tulips I grow in pots are now in bud  but a deer has 
visited the front garden and eaten quite a lot of the 
tops.  They do love tulip heads so I have covered the 
pots with a cage of chicken wire:  not a pretty sight, 
but I am determined to see some flowering.   

In the borders the perennials are well up now:  so 
good to see the burgeoning stems and leaves, but they 
do need protection from slugs and snails, who like the 
mild weather too. Start putting up supports for tall 
herbaceous plants such as delphiniums to grow 
through.  Now is a good time to remove weeds as they 
are still quite small.   Also consider weeding out or 
moving some self-seeders such as forget-me-nots as 
they grow quickly and can smother other plants.  
Sweet peas can be planted out but they need a         
supporting frame of bamboo canes or a vertical net –  
anything to help them cling to as they grow. 

Trees and shrubs: Magnolia trees are well 
worth growing as at this time of year they give us the 
most lovely flowers, however short-lived.  Hopefully 
colder nights won’t spoil the blooms.  One of the best 
for a smaller garden is magnolia lilliflora “Nigra”   as 
it develops into a fairly upright-growing small tree 
with wine-coloured flowers that are paler inside. It 
does best in a sunny position with shelter from winds 
and in an acid or neutral moist but well-drained soil.   

There’s still time to prune the roses.  They really 
benefit from a feed with rose plus, growmore or fish, 

���������
���	������'��������������������'�������� �����
around the plant – but not touching the stems as that 
may cause rotting.  The first spray against blackspot 
can be done soon, to be followed monthly over the 
growing season.  

Forsythia will soon finish flowering.  To ensure a 
good display next year, cut the flowered stems back to 
a strong new leafy side shoot and remove one or two 
of the oldest stems to the base.  Renovate overgrown 
and badly shaped evergreen shrubs this month.       
Camellias, hollies, euonymus and laurel tolerate   
�������� ����� ������� ������ ��� ���� ��	� ����� ������� �� ��
best renovated over a few years.   

When the weather gets warmer salvias can be 
pruned by cutting out dead stems and pruning back 
others to leafy growth lower down.  Sage and rose-
mary can also be pruned.  

Veg and Fruit: This month is still good for  
sowing.  Indoors you can sow lettuce, peas for shoots, 
onions, early summer brassicas such as calabrese and 
cabbage, parsley, coriander, beetroot, spinach, chard 
and more. In the second half the more tender plants  
like basil, indoor cucumber, courgette, squash, 
sweetcorn and tomatoes can be sown indoors for 
growing outdoors later on.  

I will grow several aubergine plants in large pots 
in a sheltered outdoor place against a south facing 
wall.  They can still be sown now and put outside after 
frost danger has past.  Not having been successful over 
the years, I now grow the variety Kaberi which is a 
prolific plant, producing many small aubergines that 
are best picked when egg size. They are thirsty and 
greedy so must be kept well watered and fed weekly  
with  tomato food after the first flowers have set.  

Wait until May to sow french and runner beans. 
For all early outdoor sowing of seeds, if possible try to 
cover the soil with fleece first for a few weeks to warm 
up the soil  before sowing. 

Wildlife: How can we help the birds this month? 
You may already provide food and water but, with the 
nesting season well underway, consider also giving 
them an extra source of calcium which the females 
need in large amounts at egg-laying time.  Crushed 
snail or chicken egg shells are good.  Carefully site the 
birdfeeders:  keep an eye on where the birds are     
nesting in the garden and consider moving the feeders  
further away from the nests.  Predators like squirrels  
are attracted by the food, so nests near them are more 
likely to be raided.  

House martins, swallows and swifts all return 
from Africa in April and some will nest in gardens, 
under eaves, in outbuildings or in roof spaces.  Spotted 
flycatchers are the last to arrive at the end of April and 
even into May.  A pond, a compost heap, plenty of 
shrubs and no pesticides will help them all greatly.  

I have already seen several bees, one or two quite 
large. Bumble bees and honey bees tend to get the 
headlines but there are many more species of solitary 
ones such as miner bees who, unlike their social    
cousins, do not live in large nests with a queen and 
workers.  The solitary ones tend to be smaller and as 
such easily overlooked:  they are abundant, diverse 
and important pollinators but the proportion of them 
turning up in our gardens is relatively small. 

���
�����	
���	�	�
	#�
�+����
�����	
���	�	�
	#�
�+����
�����	
���	�	�
	#�
�+����
�����	
���	�	�
	#�
�+�
 




When proud pied April dress’d in all his trim,  
  hath put a spirit of youth in every thing... 
                                 from Sonnet 98 by William Shakespeare  
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cup semi-final.   It has been a great achievement for all 
three  Saturday sides to have been in the running for 
silverware. 

Meanwhile the Vets team were unlucky to face a 
2-1 defeat in their last game against Headley in the 
Vets County Cup match.  After Neil Evans had      
equalised it was one-���� �������	� � 
��� ���� ����� �����
hit on the break and couldn’t win a way back in.   
They have been competing in the top division of the 
league and holding their own so here again there will 
be disappointment in not being able to finish the    
season. 

The Vets Reserves were a new side formed this 
season and had been going great guns in Division 6 
with the title and promotion between four sides.       
We will never know what could have been. 

We hope to be able to welcome you to Badger 
Park in the not too distant future. Although football 
has been suspended the grounds team is hard at work 
keeping the pitch in the best possible conditions for 
when football is back.  In the meantime, stay safe and 
look after each other. 

 
Come On You Dons 

T he suspension is a massive shame in what was 
shaping up on being a successful season for the 
Dons.  But the health and well-being of all our 

players and staff come first. 
The first team was still challenging for the league 

title and promotion to Step 7 Surrey Elite League.  It 
remains to be seen what will be done with promotion if 
the season is void.  The team was also due to play a 
quarter final with high hopes of challenging for the cup 
this year.  However, it has been a great season, what- 
ever the outcome, with the team competing at the  
highest level in the club’s history and mixing it at the 
top of the league. 

The Reserves had just qualified for the semi-final 
of the Premier Reserve challenge cup with an         
emphatic 4-0 away win to Lightwater.   They had also 
made it through to the quarter final of the CWT with a 
game to spare in their group.  And as if that weren’t 
enough, they  were involved in a tight race for the 
league title which  they were defending after winning it 
last season. 

The A team had suffered some disappointing 
defeats in the league which meant promotion would 
����� 
���� ����	� � 
��� ����� ����� �������� �������� ��� � �
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Unfortunately all leagues and competitions have been suspended  
indefinitely due to the on-going health concerns caused by the  
coronavirus.  Matt Kiley reports on a sad end to the season. 
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The England & Wales Cricket Board has suspended all cricket until further 
notice.   This means that the Club’s preparations for the forthcoming season 
have had to be put on hold, as Club President Arthur Blackman reports. 

T he Club held its AGM on 25 February, when the  
following officials were elected: 

- President:  Arthur Blackman 
- Chairman:  Simon Rhodes 
- Vice-Chairman:  Nigel Tristem 
- Secretary:  Sian Griffiths 
- Treasurer:  Caroline Tristem 
- Club Captains:  Mark Burton (Club and League  
- �������-	��0�����������/+���������������-�  
- Welfare Officers:  Alexander Wood and  Claire 
  Haines 
- Membership Secretary:  Mark Burton 
- +�*������%��������	��0����������  
- Junior Co-ordinators: Alexander Wood and Caroline 
  Tristem 
- 1������2�������3��456�'�0��*����������	��455�'�  
   1�������������
�	��47�'� .�  
- Juniors Fixture Co-ordinator :  James Willoughb 

The first Friendly match was to have been  on 26 
April at home against Grayswood, with the League 
team starting its campaign on 3 May away against 

Cranleigh.  However, these and all subsequent     
matches have been suspended until further notice. 

Junior coaching sessions were to have been as 
follows: 
- for 7-11 year olds: from Saturday 25 April, 10am  –  
  12 noon. 
- for 13 year olds: from Friday 24 April, 6 – 8pm. 
Signing-on would normally take place at the first 
training session but with the current suspension this is 
unlikely to happen. 

Should the suspension be lifted, more players for 
the senior part of the Club will always be welcome:  
please contact one of the Captains if interested.      
Support in running the Junior teams is also needed:  
please contact Caroline Tristem or Alexander Wood if 
you can help. Details are as follows: Mark Burton 
07722 752465, Andrew Dunn 07973 748861, Caroline 
Tristem tristem@btinternet.com, Alexander Wood 
07753 832323. 

Fundraising via the the 100 Club will continue:  
details are on the Club and village Facebook pages. 
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A s spring approaches, it is said a young man’s 
fancy turns to love.  However, as I am no 
longer young I need a different distraction and 

my thoughts turn to the cuckoo. This is not as cuckoo 
as it sounds, as the bird is regarded as the harbinger of 
spring and the date of arrival of the first cuckoo of the 
year is built into the folklore of many countries.  

In England there is a strange custom that decrees 
that, if you hear a cuckoo on 14  April, you should  
immediately turn over any coins you have in your 
pockets, otherwise bad luck will follow.  This date is 
not surprising as it coincides with the date of the   
sinking of the Titanic.  

It is not only in folklore that the cuckoo is     
celebrated but also in literature.  William Shakespeare 
was a keen observer and refers to it frequently in his 
writings.  Probably his most famous reference is in the 
song of The Owl and the Cuckoo in his comedy Loves 
Labours Lost: 

�

����	�	����
��������"����
�����
��	��������������,����
���������������
!�	���-�!�	�����	�	����� �.�������������
/����������
��
��������������$�

 

So why does the cuckoo get such a bad press?    
It is on account of its method of reproduction, whereby 
the female lays her eggs in the nests of other birds and 
leaves the hosts to raise the chick (parasite) as if it 
were their own. This sounds very simple but it has 
taken millions of years of evolution to perfect this 
strategy. The cuckoo lays just one egg in the nest of 
several host birds and the young cuckoo, when it 
hatches, will need as much food as the host’s entire 
clutch so clearly there will not be enough for both.  

The cuckoo’s egg has evolved to hatch earlier 
than the host’s eggs and the young cuckoo’s first act 
on hatching is to get rid of the competition, which it 
does by tipping all the host’s eggs out of the nest so it 
will get the undivided attention of its adopted parents. 

This arrangement is of benefit to the cuckoo as it can 
lay more eggs in a season than if it bred in a conven-
������� ������	��
���������������������������������� ��� ����
hosts which will raise no young.  

As this has been going on for millions of years 
one would have thought that host species would by 
now be wise to the cuckoo’s activities and take the 
appropriate action. The reality is that they do become 
aware of the threat – but the cuckoo constantly evolves 
more sophisticated techniques and always manages to 
stay one step ahead of its victims.  For example, it has 
evolved the ability to lay an egg that mimics that of its 
favourite host species’ own eggs and the hosts accept 
the cuckoo egg as their own.  It’s an ongoing battle 
that’s like an evolutionary arms race and there’s a  
parallel with the scourge of scams in our society.  As 
we become more educated, the scams become more 
sophisticated and harder to detect. So it is with the 
cuckoo, which indeed is a master scammer. 

Shakespeare makes further reference to the  
cuckoo in King Lear: 
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This is an accurate observation of the cuckoo 
parasite as when it leaves the nest its insatiable        
appetite will have brought its foster parents to the 
point of exhaustion and it will weigh about eight times 
their weight.  By this time its biological parents will be 

on their way back to their home in Africa. The young 
cuckoo will follow in due course but how it knowns 
when to go, where to go and how to get there is still 
one of the unsolved mysteries of this remarkable bird. 

As with much of our wildlife, cuckoos are in 
decline. It is years since I heard one in Hambledon.  If 
you do hear one, check the date and if it is 14 April, 
ensure you turn over the coins in your pocket. 
 

The cuckoo (cuculidae cuculus canorus), a declining species, 
in folklore, literature, dates and superstitions, as described 
here by Barry Hughes 
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we are led to believe.  And, surprisingly, a tonic for 
hangovers – who knew?! 

  

The following recipe is one that I stole from a 
Ayurvedic therapist in Sri Lanka. 

 
 

 

All of these ingredients are in the shop.   Take 
the time to cook well and enjoy the warmth a good 
comfort dish can give.  

Hopefully next month we can celebrate.  Just 
celebrate.  

A nyone raising a family will tell you that        
catering to everyone’s individual needs and 
preferences is hardly the simplest of 

tasks.     No matter how great you are in the           
kitchen.   Families always seem to balance appreciating 
your cooking with telling you how you can             
improve.   The children’s father tried this once and 
ending up with a hat of parsnip soup on his head.    
Never repeated.  

Their opinions have shaped the development of 
my cooking skills and ideas.  Along with cultures all 
over the world I have found ways to adapt those dishes 
to almost any palate.   

Knowledge of ingredients flavours imagination 
and courage to experiment ..... suddenly anything is 
possible. 

This month the asparagus will be coming in. 
Maybe later than normal.  These first green and mauve 

spears, their points tightly closed, a faint grey bloom of 
youth still apparent on their stems  – it would take a 
will stronger than mine not to buy them.   

Persians call it asparag. The heart of the old    
British asparagus trade in Birmingham called it       
sparrow grass.   

We sometimes see the occasional row in an     
���������	��
�������������������������������������� �������
vegetable and require vigilant picking and careful   
carriage home.  It remains expensive for a reason. 

  Amongst many things asparagus is excellent for        
pregnancy because of its high folate content.  It also 
eases discomfort associated with PMS and can combat 
fatigue and even depression.   

In Ayurvedic medicine asparagus is used to   
improve fertility because it contains hormone          
regulators which can assist with male and female     
sexual disorders.    Not as an aphrodisiac delicacy as 
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 all the names, not to mention all the other things you never knew about  
asparagus, plus  a delicious way of cooking it.   Bron introduces us to   
comfort food with a difference. 
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T he nursery rhymes we 
learnt as children often 
focused on lambs: Mary 

had a little lamb, Baa baa black 
sheep, Little Bo-Peep and Little 
Boy Blue. They come to mind in 
springtime when we see lambs in 
the field jumping for joy or  
bleating as they run to the ewes 
for warmth and safety.  

Bartolomé Esteban Murillo 
was born in Seville in December 
1617.  At the start of his career 
his chief patrons were the      
Catholic orders, especially the 
Franciscans, and the confraterni-
ties of Seville and Andalusia.  
His first famous cycle of      
paintings was produced for the 
cloister of the convent of San 
Francisco in Seville in 1645 and 
was followed by paintings for the 
cathedral in 1658.  His early work was strongly       
influenced by the religious paintings of his pre-
��������� +��������� ��� 8��
��9�	� � 
��'� ������� ������
Spanish contemporaries, Murillo ventured beyond 
religious themes to paint Sevillian street life.  His,  
admittedly somewhat idealised, depictions, of street 
urchins, beggars and flower girls were probably    
commissioned by itinerant Flemish merchants for 
whom the subject matter would have been all too   
familiar.  However, it was boldly revolutionary in 
Catholic Spain. 

Although Murillo’s early work was generally 
pious and sombre in tone, a striking transformation of 
style occurred as a result of visits to Madrid during the 
1650s when he would undoubtedly have met his  
Spanish contemporary, Diego Velázquez, and studied 
the works of Titian, Rubens and van Dyke in the royal 
collections.  The more softly modelled forms, rich 
colours and broad brushwork of Murillo’s subsequent 
paintings reflect direct visual contact with the art of 
the 16th century Venetians and the Flemish baroque 
��������	� ���� ���� ������� ����������� ��� ���� �������� ���������
Franciscan saints morphed into the almost larger-than-
life, seated figures, in the grand manner of the baroque 
portraits, that had by now become fashionable at the 
Spanish court.    

In 1660 Murillo was one of the founders and first 
president of the Academy of Painting in Seville. At 
about this time he painted St John the Baptist with the 
Lamb, bought by the National Gallery in 1840 (but not 
currently on display).  It looks back to the little child 
��� ������� 55� �������� ���� �������	� � 
��� ��� ���� �����
called to think of the adult John who sees Jesus    
walking by and exclaims, “Behold the Lamb of God.”   

          In the painting St John is a 
child with his arms around the 
lamb. He stands on rocky ground 
with a reed cross at his feet that 
has the words ‘Behold the Lamb 
of God’ on the ribbon.   Although 
the work may lack strength and 
brilliance, it nevertheless tells us 
how the drama of salvation is 
played out by children and lambs. 
Murillo is inviting us to look from 
that world of childhood to another 
part of Isaiah’s prophecy where 
he talks of the Messiah led like a 
lamb to the slaughter.  
          We enter that drama of 
salvation in Holy Week this 
month.  On Good Friday Jesus 
was led to His crucifixion, just as 
the lambs were being killed for 
the Passover.  
          We think of the world of 

Old Testament sacrifice where the high priest on the 
day of Atonement would enter the Holy of Holies and        
sacrifice a ram.  Here we focus on Jesus who is, for us,  

������������������������	������������������������� ��������
divine chemistry at work that leads us from Good  
Friday to Easter Day.  

The writer of Hebrews meditates on this theme 
and proclaims that, in Jesus, we have a high priest of 
the good things that have come - eternal redemption. 
We are invited to appropriate that great gift for       
ourselves in this Holy Week of our salvation.  So, we 
journey from the childhood days of Murillo’s painting 
to Calvary and the Easter garden.  We can also journey 
beyond to the heavenly city where Revelation tells us 
that all the nations walk by the light of that Lamb - the 
Lamb of God.  

       Despite having 
been one of  the most 
important painters in 
17th century Spain,  
Murillo fell out of  
fashion in the late 19th 
century when first   
Impressionism and then 
modernism took the 
stage and Velázquez’   
vivid  portraiture   took 
preference over what 
was deemed to be the 
wispiness of Murillo.  
But he has now been re-
evaluated and the 400th 

anniversary of his birth was rightly celebrated by   
major exhibitions on both sides of the Atlantic. 

As part of his series on animals and birds as seen in art and scripture and with  
the approach of Easter,  this month the Revd, Michael Burgess features Murillo’s 
St John the Baptist with the Lamb.   But Murillo didn’t stop at lambs.
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T he Youth Sport 
Trust is a national 
charity that builds 

a brighter future for 
young people through 
the power of sport.  The 
Quality Mark is an 
online self-review tool 

which provides schools with a nationally recognised 
badge of excellence for the quality of their PE and 
school sport.  The tool supports the audit of a school’s 
PE provision and identifies priorities for its develop-
ment.  

The past month has seen a whole host of other 
activities.  The first was the 6th Form students’ 10k 
sponsored walk to raise money for their summer     
residential trip 
which they organise 
themselves as part 
of their Enterprise 
Project. They were 
very lucky with the 
weather and, though     
the ground was 
muddy, the sky was 
blue and it didn’t 
rain. Everyone did 
exceptionally well and made the whole distance, no 
doubt helped by the stop for a pub lunch on the way. 

      On Thursday 5 
March the school 
celebrated World 
Book Day when 
students, pupils and 
staff were all invit-
ed to dress up as 
characters from 
their favourite 
books.   

        Various events 
were organised for 
Sport Relief    on 
Friday 13 March, 
including a one-
kilometre walk 
around the school, 
basketball matches 
across the  different 
Key Stages and   
other sporting    
activities which 
raised money for 
this charitable 
cause. 

And finally, PAT Dog.  Every Monday a Pets As 
Therapy dog called Hemmick comes in and spends 
time with our Key Stage 2 pupils who sit and take 
turns to read to him.  There are lots of benefits that 
derive from  a PAT dog for Literacy Support.      It 
improves literacy skills and provides a non-stressful 
and non-judgmental environment.  It increases self-
confidence and at the same time reduces self-

�������������	� � ���� ��� ����������� �� ����� ��� ������� � ���
particular and learning in general.  It also benefits 
physical health – lower blood pressure, improved   
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The latest feather in St Dominic’s cap is the award of the 
Youth Sport Trust Silver Quality Mark for the school’s 
commitment to physical education (PE) and school sport.  
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cardiovascular health and the release of endorphins 
(oxytocin) which can have a calming effect.  Last, but 
by no means least, the act of petting  produces an   
automatic relaxation response. 

The recent announcements made by the Prime 
Minister and the Education Secretary are creating     
significant pressures for schools such as St Dominic’s 
that work in the special education sector.  We have 
therefore created a revised timetable to enable the 
school to remain open to all pupils and students for the 
immediate future.   

The aim is to continue to provide effective care 
for all pupils and students, with a somewhat shorter 
school day (9.30 – 2.30).  We will be suspending the 
educational curriculum and therapy offer until further 
notice and prioritising the effective care of pupils and 
students.   Attempting to carry on as usual would 

simply be unsafe for our pupils and students because 
we have such high numbers of staff who are absent 
from school arising from government directives to self 
isolate.  The needs of our pupils and students mean 
that high levels of structure need to remain in place 
throughout the day and we are putting together a time-
table of fun, practical, activities which we are          
confident will engage pupils and students and provide 
them with positive experiences. 

Pupils and students who remain at home will 
continue to be provided with work which will be set 
by staff who are self-isolating at home without       
experiencing symptoms. 

These measures will be reviewed on Friday 3 
April which is the official last day of the Spring 2 term 
and the start of the Easter holidays.   The results of the 
review will be published on the school’s website. 
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Recent technological advances have revolutionised weather  
forecasting:  would that they could be applied to viruses.    
Instead, Earthworm recommends that we concentrate on the  
beauties of spring as an antidote to  doom and gloom. 

T oday, as our deadline date approaches, Earth-
worm is looking out from his heap on to a blue 
sky, though there is a nip in the air after an 

overnight frost.  But he is well cosy in his heap which 
has generated a compost of prize-winning class, a deep 
brown and light texture of which he is proud. 

We truly need something to cheer us and maybe 
today’s sunshine and, exceptionally, not a drop of rain, 
will go a little way to lift our spirits. After all, this is 
spring time.  The days are lengthening as the earth tilts 
us toward the sun and, if we can rise above all the 
doom and gloom of the coronavirus, there is much to 
give pleasure about us. 

It has truly been an apocalyptic year of floods 
���� ����	� � ���� ���� ����� �������� ����� ����� ��� ������ ���
sodden fields with dismay.  But spring shows promise 
and Earthworm loves the bright yellow of the          
daffodils (even the garden escapes on the roadsides).  
Primroses peep out from under the hedges which really 
are starting to show a little green leaf and the bright,  
almost waxy, stars of the common celandine brighten 
many a bank or ditch.  Wonderful magnolia trees, as 
yet un-blighted by hard frost, are resplendent with 
their large pale pink flowers and blousy pink cherry 
trees are already starting to shower petals to the 
ground.  Sadly their blossom is short-lived. 

������������������
����������
����������	��
������ �
coronavirus hangs like a sword of Damocles over us 
all.  Perhaps, thinks Earthworm, it will bring out the 
best in people who are happy to concern themselves 
about the well-being of neighbours and the isolated 
elderly.  But it will surely get worse before it gets   

�����	�������������������������������������������� ��������

As it takes a hold worldwide, one sees powerful       
businesses collapsing – and what of the smaller enter-
prises too?  The stock market tumbles, hospitals are 
overwhelmed, medical staff are having difficulty to 
cope with demand … what is there to make one smile 
and “carry on?" 

��������� ��� ������� ��� ����� �����	� � 
��'� ����� ���
many  holiday plans already scuppered, where can one 
go later for the longed-for break?  So many holiday 
dreams have faded and will those delightful “secret 
places” still be in business later? 

Earthworm  has,  as  his  readers  surely  know,   
always been fascinated by weather patterns.  But we 
suffered in years past from appallingly inaccurate   
forecasts.  Who now recalls poor Mr Fish in 1987?  
The more recent accurate forecasts are thanks to the 
JPSS-1, the Joint Polar Satellite System, which can 
also report on air pollution, atmospheric temperature,  
volcanic eruptions  and snow cover … surely useful for 
skiers if no-one else!  The satellite circles the globe a 
remarkable 14 times a day from pole to pole and,    
because of the earth’s rotation, it sees a different slice 
of the world’s surface with each orbit.  This has      
immeasurably improved weather forecasting. 

Now we have no, or at worst, little ground for 
complaint.  Would that one could apply some of this 
brilliant technology to today’s serious problems.  Alas, 
as things stand, the only possibility to control the 
spread of the coronavirus seems to be rigorous        
isolation –  and has the UK acted soon enough?      
Only time will tell and, no doubt,  by the time this  
issue of the magazine goes to press the situation will 
have changed.  One can only hope for the better. 
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Floods, potholes, unanswered letters, song birds facing extinction, pubs  
and high street shops fading away:  it sounds as though Ross would  
prefer to turn his face to the wall.   Is self-isolation the answer? 
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sharp decline.  The numbers of cuckoos, nightingales 
and turtle doves have all plummeted in recent decades 
but, as we keep on  destroying and degrading vital  
habitats for more building, it’s to be expected.        
Perhaps Extinction  Rebellion has the right idea. 

Something else that has faded away is one of my 
favourite pubs.  The Jolly Sailor, in Farnham, a lovely 
little pub, closed last October.  Its future is unknown.   

And now for more pub visits – but even these are 
now things of the past.  First, GWJ and I popped over 
to The White Horse in Haslemere  (up at the top of the 
High Street).  The car park is down the right hand side 
of the pub (remember to give your car registration 
number to the bar staff).  It used to be a nice Victorian 
hotel but is now just a pub and it sells good real ale 
(ask John Wilkinson for details).  On Wednesdays you 
can get a free drink with a home-made burger.  The 
beer and the food are very good and the staff are 
charming and cheerful.  But it’s  coming up for a re-
furb. Secondly, we visited the Stonemasons, Petworth 
Road, Petworth (on the left just before the town).  This  
also serves good food and beer and it’s a lovely old 
building. 

We noticed quite a few closed shops in           
Haslemere.  Here’s hoping it’s not going the way of 
Godalming where all that’s left are fast food joints, 
nail bars, hairdressers and charity shops.  

O n 25 April at lunch time at The Crown, the 
Chiddingfold Tipteerers should be performing 
“George and the Dragon” – but it could well be 

cancelled so check first.  I 
know I mentioned it last 
month but as all the money 
raised goes to local charities 
it’s well worth a  reminder. 
            Have you noticed the 
state of our lanes and roads?   
I reckon that Vann Lane 
would make a good motor 
cycle trials track.  Station 
Lane is very similar and a 
lady from our village wrote 
off  two very expensive 
wheels and tyres due to a 
hole the size of  lunar crater 
and failed to get any money 

back from Waverley, despite several letters.  I lost a 
front tyre (£49) on a trip down Vann Lane during the 
recent deluges.  What I thought was a puddle turned 
out to be as deep as a swimming pool. I should have 
noticed the ladies in bikinis sitting around the sides ...  

It’s sad to read of so many common birds facing 
extinction.  The humble house sparrow and the song  
thrush are both “red-listed”, meaning that they are in 
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Sweet potato makes a light and fluffy falafel, and they are vegan too! 
Makes 25—30. 

INGREDIENTS 
 
700g whole sweet potatoes 
400ml tin chickeas, drained and rinsed 
3 tbsp plain flour 
2 tsp ground cumin 
4 tbsp finely chopped fresh coriander 

   
 
3 tbsp lemon juice 
1/2 tsp salt 
Black pepper 
Olive oi for greasing 
1 tbsp sesame seeds 
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Sudoku  
 
  Easy                            Intermediate 

Crossword  Word Search    
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GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES 
 
 

Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR 
 Tel:    Doctors 01428 682218 
  Community Nurses 01428 685249 
 Health Visitors 01428 685249 
 
Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG 
   Tel:   Doctors 01483 415885 
   
              – Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ 
                 Tel:   Doctors 01483 414461 
                       Health Visitors & Community Nurses 01483 415564 
 
Chiddingfold – pending rebuilding of the surgery, for all 
                     Information please telephone     01428 683174 
                                   
 
HOSPITALS 
 
Royal Surrey County Hospital    01483 571122 
Milford Hospital    01483 782000 
Haslemere Hospital    01483 782300 
 
Equipment for short term use  
Some items only required for a short time (usually three months) may be borrowed from       
the British Red Cross which operates out of a unit in Sainsbury’s (Godalming) car park on  
Tuesdays from 13.30- 5.00.   Available equipment could include bed blocks, bed cradles,    
back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, bed pans and urinals. Full details can be found at their 
website, Red Cross Mobility Equipment Centre Surrey.   
 
 
POLICE                                                                       
Police Community Support Officer:    12010 Karen Phillips 
e-mail:          waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk 
Urgent calls:         999 
Non-urgent and crime reporting                                 101 
 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS     
 

Area 1 Mrs Sally Marks Hydestile 01483 427249     
Area 2 Mr Arthur Blackman Church Lane 01428 683871 
Area 3 Miss Jane Woolley Woodlands Road 01428 684213 
Area 4 Mrs Caroline Pitt Malthouse Lane 01428 682940 
Area 5 Mr Alf Hammond Cricket Green 01428 683625 
Area 6  Mr John Tidmarsh Lane End 01428 682067 
Area 7 Mr Ion Campbell Feathercombe Lane 01483 860264 
Area 8 Mr Bryon Ware Hambledon Park 01428 289132 
 

Parish Council Co-ordinator:  Stewart Payne 01483 425250  
 
UTILITIES 
 

Thames Water (Customer Enquiries) 0800 3169800 
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries) 0845 2780845 
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours 0800 0727282 
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours 0800 111 999  
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
 

Councillors John Anderson          01428 682666      mob. 07974 229170      
  Mary Grove              01483 415815       mob. 07792 830276 
  Robin McKeith          01428 682334      mob. 07886 436498 
  Mike Parry                01428 682303      mob. 07765 242740  
  Stewart Payne          01483 425250      mob. 07831 393561 
  Sean Sinnott             01428 682735      mob. 07767 481282 
  Philip Underwood     01428 682742      mob. 07771 633599 
  
Clerk   Julie Flenley               01428 683903 
  email                          clerkofhpc@outlook.com 
 

Surrey County Councillor            Mrs Victoria Young   0203 65015995 
 

Waverley Borough Councillors   Jan Floyd-Douglass 07767 660772 
           Trevor Sadler    01428 681884     

GENERAL 
 

Borough Hall 01483 523333 
 

Cinema, Borough Hall (Tickets & Information) 01483 523004 
 

Library 01483 422743 
 

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange  deliveries                          01428 682176 
 

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office                                                 01483 421267 
(and see page 3 for more information) 
 

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings    01428 683588 
 

Train Information 
Times and fares for all national services      0845 7484950 
 
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without  
transport:  ring 01428 682959.  If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390  
 
VETERINARY SURGEONS 
 
Milford Veterinary Hospital 
37, New Road, Milford 01483 414747 
Rivendell 
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe 01483 421833 

In an emergency, ring either number 

Hambledon Village Shop, Deli/Café & Post Office Opening Times 
 

 
 

* last orders for lunch at 2.30pm ** last orders for lunch at 1.00pm  

  Shop Deli/Café Post Office 
  

Monday 8.30am – 5.00pm 9.00am – 4.00pm* 9.30am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm – 4.30pm 

Tuesday 8.30am – 5.00pm 9.00am – 4.00pm* 9.30am – 12.30pm 

Wednesday 8.30am – 5.00pm 9.00am – 4.00pm* 9.30am – 12.30pm 

Thursday 8.30am – 5.00pm 9.00am – 4.00pm* 9.30am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm – 4.30pm 

Friday 8.30am – 5.00pm 9.00am – 4.00pm* 9.30am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm – 4.30pm 

Saturday 8.30am – 2.00pm 9.00am – 1.30pm** 9.30am – 12.30pm 

Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm 9.00am – 1.30pm** Closed 


