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    & MEMORIAL MASONS 

 
– Private chapels of rest  

 

– Pre paid & pre arranged funerals  

 

– 24 Hour professional & personal service 

 
 
 
 
 

  01483 860279 – www.mullards.uk 

 

  121-123 High Street, Godalming 

 
 
 
 
 

                   NAFD Member 
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 

 

Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 

                                                   simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org 

 

Associate Vicar The Rev Simon Willetts  01483 421267 

                                                simon.willetts@bhcgodalming.org 

 

Assistant Vicar  The Rev David Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road, Godalming, GU7 1TG                   
 

 

Curate  The Rev David Preece 01483 421267 

                                                 david.preece@bhcgodalming.org 

 

Churchwarden Mrs Elizabeth Cooke 01483 208637  
 Marepond Farm, Markwick Lane 

 Loxhill, Godalming, GU8 4BD  

 

 

Churchwarden Derek Pearsall 01483 612684 

 39 Admiral Way, Godalming, GU7 1QN 

  

 

Assistant Churchwarden David Chadwick, Little Beeches 01252 702268 

 14 Springhill, Elstead, GU8 6EL  

 

Pastoral Assistant Mrs Jacqui Rook 01428 684390 

 1 Hambledon Park, Hambledon, GU8 4ER  

 

 

Pastoral Assistant Alan Harvey 01483 423264  
 35 Maplehatch Close, Godalming, GU7 1TQ 

 

 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid       Andrew Dunn 01428 482113  
             The Cottage, Lane End, Hambledon, GU8 4HD   

 

 

Sunday Services 

 

Full details of these and other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,  shown on page 5. 
 

 

The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.   
Details from Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267 

 

 

Alpha details and information from:  Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267  
 

 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  contact Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office  
01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm) 
 

 

Where there is sickness or where a visit  
would be valued, please contact the Church Wardens 

 

 

The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays 

 

 

The Associate Vicar is normally off duty on Fridays 
 

 

The nearest Roman Catholic churches are: 
St Teresa of Avila, Chiddingfold, 
     (Fr Irek Stadler, 01428 643877) ;  
St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming, and  
St Joseph’s, Milford (Fr Jonathan How, 01483 416880)  
 

 

TO SUBSCRIBE AND TO HAVE THE MAGAZINE  

DELIVERED for  £7.50 per year, PLEASE CON-
TACT:   
 

MARY PARKER, Telephone: 01428 682545 

 

Cover Design by John Whittall  

 

Copy deadline for the  

January magazine is 

Sunday, 12 December 

 

Please send your copy to 

Jane Woolley 

Cobblers, Woodlands Road 

Hambledon GU8 4HL 

01428 684213 

email: j.woolley881@btinternet.com 
 

Advertisers, please contact 
Emma Dunn,  
The Cottage, Lane End 

Hambledon, GU8 4HD  
01428 482113  
email: em-whitehead@hotmail.com 
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Associate Vicar’s View – December 

 

 

 

2 
020 has exposed us to the pain of isolation. Being unable to visit loved ones when they needed it 
most has added to the cruelty of Covid. As I write this article, we are in the middle of Lockdown 2 
and I’m reflecting on what Christmas means this year.  The practicalities of the what, when and 

how… all up in the air for now. 
As I reflect and retrace the nativity story in my mind, I notice how much the theme of isolation 

weaves though it. Mary and Joseph, on the long lonely journey to Egypt, are escaping for fear of their 
lives. They are being forced away and ‘isolated’ from the support of their loved ones. 

Many today are anxious about the future of their employment; some already having lost jobs, 
others still unsure what lies ahead. Again, though, the Christmas story speaks. Consider the shepherds. 
They were some of the poorest in those ancient communities. They are out in the fields, at night, alone, 
simply trying to earn enough to get by, day by day. 

Pause to think about what a time it has been for our world leaders.  Yet the Christmas story  
continues to speak.  Consider the wise men; although a few years later than the first Christmas night 
they also leave the comfort of their homes to travel afar, not least traversing through the highly charged    
political terrain of King Herod.  The key figures in our familiar Christmas story are thus all experiencing    
isolation, uncertainty and challenge in one form or another. 

Yet Christmas is a time of great joy, is it not? What, then, was the secret of their comfort, the 
source of their joy? 

One of my favourite Christmas words is Emmanuel, which is actually a name. Emmanuel means 
“God is with us”.  It is one of the names we use for Jesus. God incarnate, in Jesus, with us – Emmanuel.  
In spite of their danger and their isolation, Mary and Joseph and the shepherds and the wise men find 
their comfort and joy in the fact that God is with them.  The Christmas story is an event in history that       
celebrates that we are not alone.  God is with us.  Notice how God visits: it is God who reaches out.  He 
seeks out each of our Christmas characters, through scripture, dreams, angels, his Holy Spirit and, of 
course, ultimately through his son – Jesus. The good news is that God still reaches out into our isolation 
and draws us to himself; precisely so that we can experience the comfort and joy that flow out of his 
loving presence. 

The good news doesn’t stop there. Whilst we celebrate that God is with us, we also celebrate 
what Emmanuel will grow up to do.  The name Jesus is a derivative of the name Joshua which means 
“God saves” or “God is salvation”.   The comfort of the Christmas story is reinforced by the joy of 
knowing that God delivers us.  He delivers us from sin and evil.  Ultimately he does this through Jesus’ 
death on the cross.  The sacrifice of Jesus’ pure life pays the price for all our wrongdoing.  Through his 
death and resurrection Jesus delivers us and puts us in the right with God.  Indeed, our word “religion”  
comes from the Latin “ligare” which can translate as “ligament” . Jesus’ deliverance of us quite literally 
re-connects us with God, just as ligament connects bones together.  At its heart the Christmas message is 
“….no matter how hard things get, God has got your back and he will carry you through”. 

The Christmas story is part of God’s larger narrative.  It celebrates, as we have seen, that God is 
with us and that he delivers us. However, it is also a story that has not yet been concluded. God still 
holds out his invitation of comfort, joy and deliverance to us.  We may be locked down but we can still 
be set free by the wonder of the one who is Emmanuel – “God with us”.   Jesus is God’s gift to us, that 
re-connects us to God’s eternal presence – that’s why we celebrate his birth.  Of course, like any gift, it’s 
up to us whether we want to un-wrap it! 
   

 

 

Locked down but set free 
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CHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDAR    
December 2020December 2020December 2020December 2020    

* Space in church is limited, to maintain a distance of 2m between bubbles.  If the church is full, or you prefer to stay outside, 
sound may be transmitted by speaker in the churchyard too.  Bring a chair! 
 

* PLEASE SIGN UP!  To help us cooperate with Test & Trace, you will be requested to sign in to services on church premises.     
  A Welcomer will be on the door to take your name down, but it would help us to anticipate numbers, and be quicker when  
 you  arrive, if you sign up beforehand, via www.bhcgodalming.org.  
 

* PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK.  Seating inside will be amply spaced to ensure social distancing, and it is now a legal  
   requirement to wear a face covering at church services for all those who can wear a mask safely.  

 

* PLEASE LEAVE THE CHURCH AND CHURCHYARD DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE 

 we regret that it is not possible to stay and chat people after the service. 

          In Church     On YouTube 

            Morning prayer* 
 

    Heritage service (said)* 

 

Morning prayer * 

 

9-9.30am   
 

9.00 am 

 

     (** We will   

      9-9.30 am 

  

       Wednesday 2 December 
 

6 December 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Wednesday 9 December   
 

 
 

Heritage Online service**  
 

live-stream as soon as practical)  
 

 

The Comfort & Joy Exhibition at Hambledon Church will be open to visit from 9.30am-4.30pm daily in December, 
except when services are running.  Do pop in to see the creative contributions submitted by the local community.  
If you would like to show something in the exhibition, contact Lisa.Olsworth-Peter@bhcgodalming.org.  

  

Services at church (see*) are listed subject to the winter lockdown restrictions changing to permit congregations 
from 2 December.  Please check www.bhcgodalming.org for latest service information as this is likely to change.  

Morning prayer * 

 

virtual Prayer Breakfast 
 

Carol Service * 

Churchyard Carol Service &  
Nativity at Busbridge Church* 

Churchyard Carol Service *  
 

Morning prayer *            

    9-9.30 am 
 

    9.30 am 

     

9.00 am 

 
 

 

 4.00 pm 

 

  9-9.30 am 

Wednesday 16 December   
 

Saturday 19 December  
 

20 December 

 

 

       Hambledon 

 

 Wednesday 23 December   

 
 

via Zoom  bhcgodalming.org 
 

Online YouTube 

 

 

 

 

13 December 

3rd Sunday of Advent               MISSION SUNDAY –  Church members are filling Christmas hampers for  
       the Besom Christmas hamper scheme and there will be a financial appeal in aid of the Trinity Trust 

24 December   
Christmas Eve 

of decorated trees from the village shop to the church, with a map from the village shop  
(please allow enough time to get to the church services at 10 and 11) 

Village Nativity Trail finishing with short  
outdoor services at Hambledon Church  

 10.00 am 

 11.00 am 

Follow the trail  ….. 

    Bling your car!  Drive-in Carol Service  
   at Godalming College  

4.30 pm 

6.00 pm 

For more details, and to book 
your parking space: visit 
www.bhcgodalming.org 

No Midnight Communion at Busbridge or Hambledon. For services nearby, see AChurchNearYou.com.  

25 December 

Christmas Day 

 

 

27 December 

        
        Wednesday 30 December  

 

   
and 3 January 

Sunday before Epiphany 

  9.00 am 

 

10.00 am 

 

   
 

   

  
 

 

 

9.00 am 

Online Christmas Day Service  

 

 

 

 
 

  
  
 

 

 
 

 
 

Heritage Online service 

 

 

Hambledon Churchyard 

Christmas Day Service* 
 
 

No services 

 

No services 

 

 
 

Heritage service (said)* 
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T 
he church asks for help from across the village 

to decorate roadside gardens, trees and verges 

with stars or in the theme of a Christmas carol. 

In addition, it is planned to create a walking trail 

from the village shop to St Peter’s Church along    

footpaths decorated in the Christmas theme. Then, on 

the morning of Christmas Eve, villagers can follow the 

path for two nativity services at the church. 

More details and information on how to enlist as 

a volunteer can be found in the two pieces designed by 

Jo Kirkland below.  Jacqui Rook writes more: 

 

We are asking people to create and display a 

Christmas theme in their window, or front door or gate 

– anything to illustrate ‘Comfort & Joy’ or a well-

known Christmas carol. 

There will also be a magical tour on Christmas 

Eve – starting at the shop and finishing at the church 

where there will be a short nativity message and     

music.  

If you manage to find ten or more displays you 

can claim your free hot chocolate from the shop 

(courtesy of St Peter’s Church).  And, at the shop, look 

out for the naughty Elf on the Shelf. 

Pick up a trail sheet from the village shop.  And 

if you can take part in decorating outside your home or 

on the trail please register your interest with Jo     

Kirkland (contact details below). 

Additionally, children at Hambledon Nursery 

School are preparing creative offerings to hang on the 

trees that line the path up to the church from opposite 

the Merry Harriers. 

There will be plenty of surprises in store! 

We are so looking forward to sharing Christmas 

with you all this year. 

With love and best wishes, Jacqui 

Please come and join in the village to find ways to discover again the hopes and  
joys that this Christmas promise us! – writes Jacqui Rook, pastoral assistant.  

May Hambledon sparkle for Christmas May Hambledon sparkle for Christmas May Hambledon sparkle for Christmas May Hambledon sparkle for Christmas     
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T 
he beautiful service was led by 
Simon Willetts, with a talk by 
David Jenkins, Others from the 

village had significant roles.  
 

 

This page records the event. 

We will remember them...We will remember them...We will remember them...We will remember them...    

The St Peter’s Church online 

Remembrance Service on 8 November 
was itself  one to remember 

Jacqui Rook read Jacqui Rook read Jacqui Rook read Jacqui Rook read 
from from from from Exodus 31Exodus 31Exodus 31Exodus 31    

Tim Parker read out the names of villagersTim Parker read out the names of villagersTim Parker read out the names of villagersTim Parker read out the names of villagers    
lost in conflict in both World Warslost in conflict in both World Warslost in conflict in both World Warslost in conflict in both World Wars    

John Anderson John Anderson John Anderson John Anderson     
laying the wreathlaying the wreathlaying the wreathlaying the wreath    

Derek Miller tolled the bellDerek Miller tolled the bellDerek Miller tolled the bellDerek Miller tolled the bell    
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N 

ot so long as you pay your  subscription for 
2021 by Christmas.   (We have to ask for it 
by then, as the January issue will be     

delivered during the week starting 28 December.)       
 

       The annual subscription remains £7.50,plus 
£18.00 if your magazines need to be posted.  If 
you possibly can, please pay online:  

sort code: 60-09-04 

account no:  62028499  
account name: Hambledon Parish Magazine 

reference: your full name.   

Otherwise please write a cheque, payable 
to Hambledon Parish Magazine, for £7.50 (plus 
£18 for postage if applicable); pop it into an    
envelope with your full name/address/telephone 
number on it; and hand it in to the village shop.   
(Please ask for the envelope to be put into the 
Parish Magazine tin under the till counter.) 

If you are self-isolating and need your 
cheque collected, or if you have any other     
queries, please contact magazine co-editor Jane 
Woolley: tel.  01428 684213 or  email 
j.woolley881@btinternet.com. 

Will this be your last Magazine? Will this be your last Magazine? Will this be your last Magazine? Will this be your last Magazine? 

W 

e said in last month’s magazine that Poppy Day would be difficult – and it 
was:  the second lockdown meant that even a live Remembrance Day      
service at St Peter’s Church had to be cancelled.  But Hambledon always 

responds to a challenge.     Despite there being no house-to-house collections, and 
despite lockdown, the total amount raised was £480, from just seven tins placed at 
strategic points around the village.  It was sometimes difficult to prize the £20 notes 
apart!   That represents a lot of generosity:  thank you all so much.       
            Jane Woolley 

CELLAR CAMINO COMMUNITY CAFÉ CELLAR CAMINO COMMUNITY CAFÉ CELLAR CAMINO COMMUNITY CAFÉ CELLAR CAMINO COMMUNITY CAFÉ     
Christmas Appeal 2020 Christmas Appeal 2020 Christmas Appeal 2020 Christmas Appeal 2020     

    

A 
s you will see on page 24, The Cellar, which used to be in Crown Court in Godalming, recently re-opened 
in a  new venue with a new name. It is now at Waverley Borough Council. The café entrance is on the right 
of the courtyard that leads to the council offices opposite Waitrose in Bridge Street.  

  This year, with the coronavirus pandemic, the need to brighten the lives of those of The Cellar’s customers 
who need emotional and practical support is even greater. We would love to help these people enjoy some of the 
more special things that we often take for granted at Christmas.  
  For many years our Christmas Appeal has enabled us to put together more than 40 Christmas parcels for 
different individuals and families. These have been made up of items which we buy according to people’s         
particular needs and age. They are always received with gratitude and joy.  
  We would be most grateful for donations of Waitrose, Sainsbury’s, Boots or WH Smith gift vouchers; of 
money; and also of new toys or festive gifts.  We truly value your ongoing support and would be grateful for what-
ever you feel you can spare.  
 Please bring or send donations by Friday 11 December to: The Cellar camino Café, Waverley Borough 
Council, The Burys, Godalming GU7 1HR.  During lockdown we are open for take-away food from 10am to 2pm.  
 With our grateful thanks to you in anticipation,   

Debbie Portsmouth (manager) and The Cellar Team    The Warehouse Christian Trust  
Chairman of Trustees:  Chris Jagger Treasurer:  David Oakden   Charity Registration Number 277631 

 As we move into winter and increasing cases of Covid 19, the church recognises  
that some people are experiencing new or greater challenges. 

 

If you, or anyone you know, is in need of help, feeling lonely or needing reassurance, please telephone 
01483 421267 or preferably e-mail pastoral@bhcgodalming.org 

and we will help in any way we can. 
 

Hambledon & Busbridge Churches are open for prayer and online services continue. 

Alternatively you can email prayer requests to prayer@bhcgodalming.org 

Latest news and developments will be available on our website www.bhcgodalming.org  

 

 Hello!  COVID 19 UPDATE 
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Hambledon Ladies Breakfast     

Ladies – we are sorry that we did not meet up this year but hopefully we will be able to do so next 
year. Wishing you a “Very Merry Christmas and a good New Year” from the Breakfast Team 

The 2020 Christmas Charity Quiz for all is on Saturday 5 December at 7.30pm  
in the BHC Zoom Meeting Room.  We’re delighted that our brilliant Quizmaster duo,  
Alan Betts and Dudley Hilton, will once again be setting the questions and keeping the 

scores!  Our 2020 Charity is the Guildford Samaritans, whose services are in even greater demand 
during this pandemic. The Christmas Quiz is a fundraising event. We suggest each participant donates 
£5 (min.) to support the work of this vital charity.  Nexus committee member Pam Cookney, kindly 
set up this page for us: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pamelacookney. You can hide the amount 
of your donation but please put in your name so we know to whom to send the Zoom invite.  If you 
can GiftAid your donations, that would let Guildford Samaritans claim an extra 25%.  All moneys go 
direct to them. Thank you for your generosity! There will be breakout team rooms of 6 people, form 
your group of 6 or we could add you to a team room. Zoom invites will be emailed once we know 
who completed the JustGiving page. Reply a s a p so we can organize the Team rooms. A chance to 
dress up, have fun, and open to all!  A great evening to celebrate end of lockdown, fingers crossed!!   

What’s happening, postponed or cancelled . . . in and around the villageWhat’s happening, postponed or cancelled . . . in and around the villageWhat’s happening, postponed or cancelled . . . in and around the villageWhat’s happening, postponed or cancelled . . . in and around the village    

A lot of young talent has arrived recently in Hambledon – turn to page 25 and you’ll see just what we 
mean. We hope that all our readers, young and old alike, will enjoy this first issue of the Kids’ Magazine 
and that they’ll share it with members of their families. It’s a new venture, but if it takes off we’d love to 
continue it. But we need to know what you all think.  The prime initiator is Jenna Gordon, mrsjcgor-
don@gmail.com; she would love to receive your comments and please feel free to copy them to the editors. 

“Comfort & Joy” Exhibitions at Hambledon Church and Busbridge Church – open to anyone to get 
involved and contribute creative works loosely on the theme, and to visitors from 7 December.  
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C 
hristine Blanchard died peacefully at her home, 
Oliver Cottage, on Friday 30 October after 
many years of ill health faced with much     

courage and perseverance.  She was the niece of 
“Auntie Rose” Sage who had also lived at Oliver    
Cottage;  and Christine knew the village well, having 
spent much time with her special aunt.  Both Rose and 
Christine were members of the Edwards family whose 
connections with Hambledon go back generations. 
One of Christine’s uncles lived in Oakhurst Cottage 
from 1900 - 1930 and another at Philpots. 

A gifted musician (she played the accordion), 

Christine has passed on her musical talents to her son 

Michael, of Toxic Sausage fame, to whom we send our 

sympathy and admiration for the years of care he gave 

his mother. 

Christine’s funeral was held at St Peter’s Church 

on 19 November. 

Hambledon has just said good bye to one of its 

oldest residents – in both senses of the word.  Edna 

Atkins, who celebrated her 90th birthday in July and 

who lived in the village for over 60 years, has moved 

to Cornwall.   

For nearly all of those 60 years Edna and her late 

husband, Michael, lived in Stable Cottage at the top of 

Church Lane.  There was a brief absence when       

Michael was posted to Northern Ireland whilst doing 

his National Service; and that was where their son Paul 

was born.  Their daughter Caroline was born on their 

return to Hambledon.  Michael died in 2001, shortly 

after he and Edna moved next door to Court Farm  

Cottage, and Edna continued to live there.  

Edna was an active member of St Peter’s Church 

congregation and one of the helpers at the monthly 

coffee mornings.  She was involved in Prime Time and 

its programme of events organised by Busbridge and 

Hambledon Church.  For many years she volunteered 

at the Milford Day Centre. 

Edna was always at the heart of village life.  She 

was a member of the Hambledon WI until its suspen-

sion in May 1985 due to a declining membership.  

Nothing daunted, the remaining members, including 

Edna, immediately founded the Wednesday Afternoon 

Group (the WAGs) which continued to meet monthly, 

in different members’ houses, until 2016. 

Edna was one of the early volunteers at the    

village shop when it re-opened as a community-run 

venture at the end of 1992.  For many years, together 

with Michael, she was a guide at Oakhurst Cottage and 

she took an active part in every Hambledon village 

fete: John Tidmarsh can vouch for the fact that the bric

-a-brac stall wouldn’t have been the same without her. 

Edna was a keen walker.  She was one of the 

original Hambledon Ramblers, founded shortly after 

Michael’s death and which, under Derek Miller’s 

leadership, organised monthly walks which are still 

going strong (if not quite so long as in the early days).  

Although she did not drive, this didn’t stop her getting 

about, whether this meant walking down to the     

bottom of Church Lane where the bus would stop 

(unofficially) to take her into Godalming to do her 

weekly shop or down to the village shop (frequently 

with Sylvia Coleman) for a cup of coffee and a chat – 

and a bit of top-up shopping.  Unfortunately, lock-

down put an end to these forays and we have missed 

seeing Edna about during the last eight months.   

Edna is now living in a warden-assisted flat, 

close to the home of her daughter.  She is  delighted 

to have received letters from so many of her friends in 

Hambledon and was thrilled with the flowers that 

greeted her on arrival.  Caroline says she is settling in 

pretty well and is looking forward to post-lockdown 

so that she can meet up in the lounge with the other    

residents.  And she has already subscribed to next 

year’s Parish Magazines to ensure that she remains in 

touch with Hambledon. 

Most of her friends should by now have her new 

address - and there’s still time to send her a Christmas 

card!   

Sadly, Hambledon is losing another of its best-

loved residents, Valerie Stoneham, who, following 

John’s death last summer, has decided that it would 

be sensible to downsize from Roundals Farm into 

which they moved 21 years ago. They both loved and 

cherished the property and those of us who walk 

around that part of Hambledon appreciate all that they 

have done to preserve the house, the garden and the 

surrounding land – and above all the care they       

lavished on the maintenance and renewal of the trees.   

Valerie wants to remain in the locality and for 

the time being is moving to Dunsfold.  That means 

she will still be near to daughters Polly and Lucy and 

their families, and that she will also be close to her 

son Ben and his family.    

Valerie hopes the new family, Chris and Monika 

and Maia, will have many happy years at Roundals 

and will be warmly welcomed by what she describes 

as such a lovely village.  She is so grateful to every-

one for  having been there for her and her family, 

especially after John died so suddenly. 

We all wish Valerie well in her temporary new 

home and hope that the perfect replacement for 

Roundals Farm won’t take too long to find.   

 

PARISH & PEOPLE 
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H 
ambledon Parish Council convened via Zoom 
call on 3 November.  Items discussed included 
the second lockdown, village maintenance, the 

Council vacancy arising from Mike Parry’s retirement, 
the budget for 2021/22 and expenditure in the current 
financial year.  There were also updates on planning 
and village matters. 

Waverley Borough Council and Tuesley Farm 

had arranged a public consultation on 21 and 22     

October as part of a pre-application for alterations to 

the Farm’s current polytunnel strategy to enable it to 

extend its growing season. A number of Hambledon 

Parish Councillors had attended.  The Council now 

awaits the formal planning submission and will      

comment in due course. 

No new planning applications were received 

during October but there were up-dates on several  

current ones.   

The proposal for a partial demolition and the 

construction of a new dwelling at Hambledon Lodge 

had gone to appeal and would be determined by the 

Planning Inspectorate.  

The proposed borehole to explore a potential oil 

well site on land to the south of Dunsfold Road and 

east of High Loxley Road, which had previously been 

refused, would be re-heard on 27 November by Surrey 

County Council. The Parish Council would be re-

submitting its objections to this application. 

The erection of an American barn at Tigbourne 

Farm for equestrian use had been called in and the 

applicants had also submitted new drawings for this 

scheme.  The Parish Council had already objected to 

the proposals. 

Applications for extensions at 7 Nutbourne    

Cottages and at Fedway (on the Petworth Road), and 

for the replacement farmhouse at Orchard Farm, had 

all been approved by Waverley.  The Parish Council 

had not objected to any of these proposals.   

 The new Parish Council notice board at the 

Hydestile Crossroads had been ordered and was due to 

be installed by January.  It would be key-operated:  

villagers should contact the Clerk if they wish to post 

notices.  

Cllr Grove reported that further speedwatches 

had been organised:  anyone who would like to get 

involved should contact her at grovemum@aol.com.  

Further letters had been issued to speeding offenders.  

Conversely, a letter of apology had been received from 

a motorist for speeding in the village which Surrey 

Police were going to frame and put up at their head-

quarters!   

The Parish Council will be writing to Surrey 

County Council, Surrey Police and local villages to 

comment about speeding on rural roads and through 

villages and asking for reduced speed limits in    

Hambledon.  

During the second lockdown the village shop 

and Post Office would be open on weekday mornings 

only, with shoppers remaining outside and a rotational 

staffing system managing orders and deliveries, there-

by ensuring that volunteers and customers remained 

safe.  The Village Hall would once again have to be 

closed.  Church services would have to stop but 

would continue to be streamed. 

For the time being Parish Council meetings will 

be convened via Zoom rather than being held at the 

Village Hall as normal.   All Parish Council business, 

including minutes and agenda can be found on the 

village website: www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk.  This 

also contains information on what to do in the face of 

adverse weather conditions and Covid-19 instructions.  

Please contact the Clerk if you have any concerns at 

clerkofhpc@outlook.com .   

Regarding the new Councillor vacancy, there 

had been no requests for an election.  Hambledon 

Parish Council therefore moved on to the co-option 

process and applications were invited.  Two had been 

received by the closing date of 13 November.  They 

will be considered and a decision reached at the  

meeting on 1 December. 

Also, since this report was prepared, Waverley 

has approved the change to residential use for the 

garage/store at Meadow Cottage.  John Tidmarsh’s 

many friends in the village will be delighted that his 

proposed new home is thereby secured.  

Success for speedwatch!Success for speedwatch!Success for speedwatch!Success for speedwatch!    

Not the only subject that came up at the last Parish Council but definitely 
the one with the highest profile at the moment.  There were also several up 
dates on recent planning matters; and next year’s budget was approved. 

 

Hambledon 

Parish Council 
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And now to Christmas … well, Christmas this 

year may look a little different at the shop.   Sadly the 

village shop choir cannot lead our traditional carols 

with its enthusiasm and talent on Christmas Eve, nor 

can the shop serve the mulled wine and mince pies that 

whet the appetite for Christmas Day. However, we are 

not beaten and we can pull together to make this the 

best possible Christmas for 2020.  

Whilst compiling this newsletter I came across a 

couple of phrases that made sense to me and worth 

sharing:  “Christmas is the very definition of 

joy!” (India Knight, 2020).  “Decorating and cooking 

for Christmas are  uplifting – all warmth and               

gaiety” (The Times, 2020).  So, here at the shop the 

teams have been busy as usual, preparing delicious 

delicacies for takeaways; buying stock that we know 

you will love; and coming up with as much creativity 

as you would expect.  

Three festive Christmas messages from Martin, 

Alison and Gill: 

Martin has been buying on your behalf!  All 

types of ingredients are available for home baking 

including everything for making Christmas cakes, 

mince pies and sauces to complement the turkey.   

However, for those whose baking doesn’t match the 

Great British Bake-Off, the shop has mince pies 

cooked to perfection and a wonderful range of     

Christmas biscuits and confectionery, together with the 

veg needed – sprouts, of course! – to enhance your 

Christmas lunch.  

For those who partake, Martin has bottles of 

mulled wine and Jon has stocked the shop with wines 

and spirits, to, er, well, lift your spirits! We know it’s 

not the same, but still, we deserve to push the boat out 

for a Petit Chablis or perhaps a Margaux (which Jon 

describes as “If Hambledon was a wine, this would be 

it!”) or even a local fizz from Blackdown.  If you   

prefer, there are many beers, including the Loxhill  

Biscuit (interesting name for a beer!) from Dunsfold.  

Equally, the shop stocks numerous varieties of unusual 

soft drinks from the ever-popular elderflower cordials/

presse to Fever Tree mixers (which are delicious on 

ice with lemon or lime). Martin would love you to 

peruse the product list on the village shop website: 

www.hambledonvillageshop.co.uk  

      A “hello” from Alison 

who would like to remind 

you that there is an array of 

gift ideas in the shop        

including, for this year, Post 

Office gift vouchers 

(minimum purchase £10, 

maximum £120). These can 

be spent on 130 different 

high  street  brands  nation-

wide and online. A great 

present for those who have 

everything! 

       There’s an  impressive 

display of Christmas cards:   

just come to the terrace and 

point to a pack of your 

choice.  

       The last day for posting 

2nd class is Friday 18 December; 1st class is Monday 

21 December; and special delivery is Wednesday 23 

December.  But please note:  the latest recommended 

posting date for Australia and New Zealand is Friday 4 

December, due to delays occasioned by high volumes 

and new checks on incoming parcels by the border 

agencies.   

The shop is also selling a money wallet card  for 

£1.19 which can hold cash (what’s that?) or a cheque 

and is a great alterative to a gift voucher.     

We will overcome!We will overcome!We will overcome!We will overcome!    

We may not be able to sing “tidings of comfort and joy” out-
side the shop this Christmas, but inside there’s everything we 

need to repel potential covid blues.  Wendy Knibb reports. 

The Village ShopThe Village ShopThe Village ShopThe Village Shop    
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And now it’s time for  Gill’s  message.   

At this time of year, we’d normally be dusting off 

the decorations, making space for our seasonal display 

and enjoying the build-up to Christmas.  Customers 

would be perusing (and hopefully buying!) our  colour-

ful and calorie-free (we wish!) Christmas  goodies. 

Instead, wicked Covid has cast a spell over us;            

social-distancing Scrooge has said “Bah Humbug!” to 

seasonal cheer; and Grumpy has told the other six  

dwarves to cancel Christmas.   We’re not having any 

of that in Hambledon:  instead we are shouting a big 

fat Panto “Oh yes we can!” that’s loud enough to be 

heard throughout the enchanted village.   

Thanks to the magic lamp of technology we are 

able to bring you a treasure chest of sweet and savoury 

gifts and self-indulgences to dispel the gloom. 

You can add any of these items, and others, to 

your normal email order or buy them in person at the 

shop. We only buy one or two cases of each line and 

when they are gone, that’s it.  So, grab yourself a note-

pad and a cuppa and start making that list … checking 

it twice … ordering things that are naughty and nice. 

Again, as a reminder, the product list may be found 

at: www.hambledonvillageshop.co.uk. 

Lastly, don’t forget that the Christmas light- and 

carol-themed trail starts at the village shop and will 

take everyone up to the church.  Please do join in to 

make this Christmas the very best we can. 

“We wish you a merry Christmas, we wish you 

a merry Christmas, we wish you a merry Christmas 

and a Happy New year!” 
 

Annual General Meeting of Shareholders 

The village shop is run by a community benefit 

society, registered with the FCA (Financial Conduct 

Authority). The community benefit society is owned 

by individual shareholders, many of whom are      

subscribers to this magazine.  Shareholders are invited 

to vote every year on the accounts for the previous 

financial year and up-dates to membership of the 

Management Committee. Generally, these votes take 

place at a meeting in the Village Hall attended by 

shareholders and the Management Committee, at    

which the shop management team up-date share-  

holders on activities and trading over the last 12 

months.  

This year it has not been possible to hold the in- 

person meeting, so shareholders were invited to vote 

by email. We sent out 111 emails (some shareholders 

share an email address) and received more than 50 

votes. Shareholders who voted gave unanimous (apart 

from one abstention) approval to the accounts for the 

year ending 31 January 2020 and unanimously      

approved the appointment of Alison Scott Bishop to 

the Management Committee.  

The Management Committee now consists of 

Alison Scott Bishop (Chair), Sean Sinnott (Treasurer), 

Jane Moore (Secretary), Tabitha White and Gill     

Darbyshire. More information about the Community 

Benefit Society can be found on the FCS Mutuals 

Public Register https://mutuals.fca.org.uk/Search/

Society/27870; but please note that, although the  

annual return for the year to 31 January 2020 has been 

filed, it appears not at the date of writing to have been 

loaded onto the register.  
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U 
nfortunately The Clockhouse had to close 
again in line with the second lockdown 
measures. The Trustees have continued to  

contact members and give advice when necessary. 
Elvina, our activities co-ordinator, communicated with 
some local schools to support our Harvest Festival 
effort. We are extremely grateful for donations from 
Amesbury School and St Hilary’s Godalming and  
several of our supporters.  Elvina, with the help of our 
wonderful volunteers Margaret, Wendy, Carol and 
Poppy, made 70 shoe box gift packages which we  
distributed either at The Clockhouse or by doorstep 
visits. These were greatly appreciated. This was an 
excellent opportunity for us to visit our members and 
ensure that they are coping during this difficult time.  

One of our Trustees has liaised with Aldro 

School who are kindly donating shoe boxes for Christ-

mas hampers, which again will 

be distributed. 

     Elvina liaised with the 

British Legion and we sold  

poppies and poppy masks, 

made by Margaret, in aid of 

the Poppy appeal. 

     We welcomed our 

new manager, Evelyn, who 

started at The Clockhouse on 

11 November. 

We were concerned that the second lockdown, 

with the shorter days, would affect some of our    

members’ mental well-being so we emailed our MP 

and Patron, Jeremy Hunt, to ask whether The Clock-

house could be considered a Support Group. He    

kindly forwarded the email to the Strategic Manager 

at Waverley and it was agreed that, as long as we only 

invited a limit of 14 regular members, we could    

proceed.  Following a further risk assessment and 

with very strict protocols in place, we organised two 

groups, socially distanced, to come in for a 2+ hour   

session including a two-course lunch cooked by our 

chef David.  Those who came were absolutely      

delighted.  This was the first outing for some of them 

for several months. We hope that we can repeat this 

as long as everyone remains well. 

By the time you read this article we hope we 

will have re-opened;  but we have decided to limit this 

initially to Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  

Our hairdresser and foot clinic sessions will continue; 

but all this depends on the number of people with the 

active virus. 

As always, we continue to look for new         

volunteers who may be able to help at reception,  

serving meals or transporting members by car as at 

present we have decided that it would not be possible 

for people to be socially distanced on the minibus.  

Please visit www.clockhouse.org.uk for further     

details. 

We would like to wish everyone a very happy 

Christmas and healthy New Year.  

Keeping in touchKeeping in touchKeeping in touchKeeping in touch    
A second lockdown presented The Clockhouse with real concerns;  
but some innovative thinking ensured on-going support for even 

the most vulnerable members.  Trustee Rachel Bray reports. 

        Hoping for a better new yearHoping for a better new yearHoping for a better new yearHoping for a better new year    

Due to Covid 19 the 2020 season was severely disrupted from April and only started 

in July, which only half the season’s matches were played.  But the Club is  planning 

for a full fixture list in 2021 as Arthur Blackman reports.  

T 
he AGM will be on Tuesday 23 February,   
assuming Covid restrictions are relaxed.  We 
will be electing Captains and other officers and 

planning for the running of  a 1st XI side to play in the 
Village Cricket League, together with a Friendly side.  
Please contact us if you would like to play or be    
involved in any other way.  We also aim to run Junior 
sides for 7-9s, under 11/12s and under 13/14s.  All 
will be entered into the Berkley Sports League and we 
hope there will be between eight and 10 games for 
each group.  We are looking for help in running the 
teams, and for more qualified Junior coaches so please 
contact  Alexander Wood (07753 832323), Caroline 

Tristem (01428 685455) or Arthur Blackman (01428 
683871) if you can assist in any way. 

The Club’s website is set up within the Hamble-
don village website.  Please visit it for more details 
about the Club, its events and matches. 

The major refurbishment work on the cricket 
square that was completed in early October for next 
year’s playing season is now showing fully grown 
grass.  Surely a good omen for 2021! 

For more information contact Club Captain 
Mark Burton (07722 752465), Friendly Captain      
Andrew Dunn (07973 748861) or Secretary Sion  
Griffiths (07775 516448). 
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T 
he first expanded issue of the magazine was 

published in June 1998, replacing a hitherto 16-

page quarto publication with 26 A-4 pages that 

set the scene for the magazine we all know to-day.  

Much of the credit for this goes to Derek Miller who 

had recently taken over as Editor;  but he was strongly 

supported by John Postill, then the Rector, and his 

team at St Peter’s Church. 

A year later Alex Woodward, sadly no longer 

with us but at that time a well-known Hambledon  

resident, sent a letter to the Editor which was         

published in the June 1999 issue.  “What a splendid 

magazine!  Congratulations and thanks for your hard 

work.  What next?”   

No-one could say Alex was short of ideas;  but 

before he moved on to these he stressed how interested 

the villagers were in their community.  The nursery 

school, the village shop, the village hall and the sports 

teams were just some of the successful parts of life in 

Hambledon and showed how a thriving village could 

manage its own affairs.  Could its independence and 

sense of community not be encouraged still further?  

How about a Mayor for Hambledon? 

What would a Mayor do?   If Hambledon wanted 

to become a stronger community it would have to be 

able to take a firmer hold of its own affairs.  A mayor 

could lead this.  Newcomers to the village should be 

welcomed.  More natural village boundaries should be 

considered: many of those living in New Road, at the 

top of Wormley Hill and down the Petworth Road felt 

themselves to be part of the village.  Village projects 

could be looked at (nothing new in this, as  had  been 

demonstrated by the take-over of the village shop and 

the former village school).  How about purchasing 

woods that were currently for sale to preserve them in 

perpetuity?   There were no means of intercourse for 

businesses which operated in the village; perhaps a 

business group would be useful (this interested Alex 

who had a business in the village, Oaktree Maps).  A 

village museum?  And, of course, a village website 

(only kidding) – his parenthesis! 

 Hambledon may not have appointed its own 

Mayor but it continues to this day to maintain a firm 

hold on its own affairs and many of Alex’s ideas  have 

come to fruition.    It has a Parish Council which   

comments (where necessary, forcibly) on issues that 

affect the village such as planning proposals and the 

provision and management of utility services. The 

Council co-ordinates the village’s responses to lock-

down and to other emergencies such as severe weather 

conditions;  it initiated the provision of superfast 

broadband to all properties in the village; and it    

maintains footpaths, hedges and ditches to a standard 

that is well above the national average.  It also gives a 

welcome pack to every newly-arrived household in 

the village, to ensure that its members are fully     

informed about how they can benefit from (and     

contribute to)  all that that goes on in Hambledon . 

Hambledon has never been constrained by 

boundaries.  The church extends a warm welcome to 

all those who wish to be part of its community.  So 

does the village itself – as witnessed by the distance 

travelled by Parish Magazine deliverers (Wormley 

Hill and New Road are positively on  the doorstep) 

and by helpers in the village shop who are as likely to 

come from Godalming as from just up the road from 

the shop.  Hambledon’s community spirit knows no 

boundaries. 

Village projects abound.  The purchase of real 

estate may be a bit above Hambledon’s pay-grade 

(although the Hambledon Village Trust’s purchase of 

the freehold of the premises housing the village shop 

has ensured its long-term future).  Organisations, 

groups and village activities proliferate.  They may 

have had to go virtual or be suspended during lock-

down; but staples at the Village Hall now include film 

and theatre.  The Merry Harriers is not only host to 

the bridge club and the Merry Book Club: its own 

activities now extend to llamas and B&B  caravans. 

As for businesses, Alex would surely have    

relocated to Coalyard Creatives.  In the early 2000s  

Hambledon Parish Council, which was keen to assist 

local enterprises, supported an initiative for a         

development of commercial units to replace what 

were by now redundant and dilapidated buildings on 

the site of the former coal yard.  Permission was 

granted;  more units have since been added at the 

back ; and the yard now houses half a dozen small 

local enterprises. 

As for Alex’s last two ideas, there may not be a 

village museum but Hambledon remains a strong  

custodian of its history.  The archive built up by the 

Hambledon Heritage Society is maintained, regularly 

updated and stored, both digitally and on paper  

(either locally or, where appropriate, with the Surrey 

History Centre).   

Which brings us to the village website.  In 1998 

it might well have seemed pie in the sky – but here’s 

hoping Alex would be pleased to have been proved 

wrong!  Hambledon always moves with the times, 

which is the best way of ensuring that it remains the 

thriving village to which Alex aspired. 

Twenty years onTwenty years onTwenty years onTwenty years on    

In 1998, although St Peter’s Church Parish Magazine included village as well as church news,  
it was agreed that there should be greater coverage of community matters.  That was just one 
idea for keeping Hambledon on the move:  how about its having its own Mayor? 
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A 
ll the Club can do at the moment is to hope that 
everyone is keeping safe and well. And we 
hope we can welcome you back to Badger 

Park on 5 December. 
Only a few games were able to be played since 

the last write up. The First team was held to a 2-2 draw 

in an entertaining game at Badger Park. Keens Park hit 

back twice as the Dons had the lead through Felix and 

then finishing well with a well-worked goal from Will 

Grove. 

The Reserves have not played since the last  

write-up but are at top of their table, having played 5, 

won 5. However, the A team suffered a heavy defeat 

away to the University of Surrey before lockdown 

The Vets are still going great guns:  they sit at 

the top of their  table and are undefeated. They won 

their last game 9-0 at Badger Park with Phil Miller 

running riot and scoring four  goals.  

The Vets Reserves eventually had their first win 

of the season when they beat Sandhurst 2-1 away with 

James Teager finally finding his shooting boots. This 

win was made even more special because the Dons 

lost their keeper through injury after 20 minutes. Tim 

Robinson donned the gloves and did a sterling job 

between the sticks. 

Members of the grounds team are keeping them-

selves busy and making sure the pitch is in tip-top 

condition for the restart, whenever that maybe. They 

have even had the Wembley head groundsman Karl 

Standley praising their work on social media. Karl has 

promised a visit to the pitch when conditions allow.  

Keep safe everyone.           Come on You Dons  

Interruption Interruption Interruption Interruption ––––    againagainagainagain    

The season was up and running; three of the five sides were sitting at the 
top of their respective leagues – and unbeaten;  the future looked golden. 
And then Lockdown 2 arrived.  Not what Matt Kiley was planning to  
report. 

Give your views on the Chiddingfold Neighbourhood Plan 
  

W 

averley Borough Council is inviting residents and other interested parties to give their views on            
the Chiddingfold Neighbourhood Plan which has been submitted to Waverley for  independent     
examination.   The  purpose of  Neighbourhood Plans is to give local communities a chance  to 

decide for themselves what their town or village should look like and how it should develop and grow in 
the future. 

 Residents and interested parties will be able to view and comment on the Plan and supporting  
documents until Monday 11 January 2021.  It is available to view at www.waverley.gov.uk/
ChiddingfoldNP. 

  Hard copies of the documents cannot be made available in deposit locations due to the current 
Covid-19 pandemic. However, anyone who has difficulty in engaging online should contact Waverley via 
telephone (01483 523291) or email (planningpolicy@waverley.gov.uk) to see whether there might be 
alternative options to view the documents and make comments.  

 Comments can be made at www.waverley.gov.uk/ChiddingfoldNP, by email to planningpoli-
cy@waverley.gov.uk or by post to the Planning Policy Team, Waverley Borough Council, The Burys, 
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1HR. 

“I’ve had a terrible week - I’ve just been 
made redundant”  

U 
nemployment figures have soared during the 
Coronavirus pandemic and in these challenging 
times redundancy can happen to anybody.  

Anika (not her real name) was just one of the 
many people who faced losing her job. She asked us:  
“Is this fair? I know I’ve had to take extra time off 
since I returned from furlough in August, but I wasn’t 
able to find a regular childminder for my three-year-
old twins. And, I’m a single mum.”  She said her    
employer had decided to make her, rather than one of 

her male colleagues, redundant because she had 
worked fewer hours over the past  couple of   months. 

Read more at https://waverleycab.org.uk/
category/local-news/ to find out how we helped Anika 
to challenge her redundancy. We also advised her 
about the benefits she could receive to help her through 
these difficult days.   

If you need to contact us, telephone 0344 848 
7969 to speak to an adviser or use the enquiry form 
https://waverleycab.org.uk/enquiry-form. 
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even the views were a little hazy in the autumn       

sunshine. Howard, Lesley’s dog, bounded ahead and 

raced back again to ensure everyone was following. 

We struck up a conversation about the value of taking 

vitamin D tablets, especially since our exposure to 

sunlight would be less during the winter months! 

A dog-leg at Pook Hill took us onto the foot-

path joining the Prestwicks and on towards 

Grayswood.  On the ridge we looked over the hills to 

the right (was that Uplands Park reflecting the       

sunlight?) and Gibbet Hill in front of us. The sloping 

cattle pastures which had been baked dry during the 

summer months were now green and soft underfoot 

but rutted by hooves: we had to pick our way        

carefully downhill to avoid turning an ankle. As we 

neared Grayswood we turned sharp left and straggled 

through some rather wet and muddy paths through 

Frillinghurst; but once out of the woods overlooking 

Frillinghurst Farm we were rewarded by wonderful 

views so stopped for a “banana-break”. A tarmac 

drive led down to a pretty part of West End Lane, 

following the water course.  

At Sydenhurst we entered more familiar       

territory, following paths we had taken on recent 

walks; but it was surely better than going up the  

muddy slopes!  We reached the field we had traversed 

earlier near “The Downs” and chose a slight variation 

of paths to arrive back at the green.  

We were rather sad that we would not be able to 

meet all together for a while, though we might be able 

to walk in pairs through the latest lockdown.  For  

further details on future walks, as and when these are 

allowed, please contact Helena Hockridge: email   

helena@kis-solutions.co.uk, tel 01428 684325 or 

07768 548099. 

T 
he weather forecast was rather grim for 27 
October which was the date planned for our 
short walk. A consultation via email at the end 

of the previous week met with agreement that we 
should postpone until the following Tuesday.       
Unfortunately, this meant that some had other      
arrangements and only three of us met: Susan, Jane 
Bradley and me (Helena).  

Susan suggested that we start from her house in 

Milford and do a circular route taking in Witley, 

Roke and Enton. There had been some heavy rain 

during the preceding days and more flooding near the 

railway crossing where road works were again set up. 

We  followed the rather overgrown path alongside the 

railway line in the direction of  Witley, discussing the 

various ways in which the Covid  restrictions were 

impacting on our ability to meet with family and 

friends. However, despite the amount of rain, we    

didn’t encounter too many puddles and only a little 

mud.  

Once past Witley church we headed up Church 

Lane and turned right through the woods past Roke 

Lake and Barrow Hills. The leaves, having turned   

colour, were forming drifts now; but there was still the 

odd blackberry to 

be found in the 

hedgerows. The 

threat of rain held 

off, even though it 

was quite blustery 

in the open spaces.     

      Passing the 

lakes at Enton,    

Susan mentioned 

seeing a kingfisher 

on a previous walk. 

 On our return, Jane and I admired Susan’s   

garden while she got us coffee and cake.  

We acknowledged that our long walk, planned 

for 10 November, would not take place due to the   

reimposition of lockdown. Instead we brought it       

forward to Wednesday 4 November when I joined 

Maria, Martin, Lesley and Michael for a longer      

ramble. I basked in the sunshine waiting at the      

blacksmith’s shed on Chiddingfold green. The rest of 

the gang, arriving in three separate cars, were held up 

in traffic.  Our route was through the churchyard and 

over to “The Downs” where Philip and Freya       

sometimes play on the hillside field. Tracking across 

the fields, we could not believe how warm it was; and 

Blackberrying in November?Blackberrying in November?Blackberrying in November?Blackberrying in November?    

Rambling isn’t what it used to be: climate change is having its effect on  
temperatures as well as blackberries, as both the short and the long  
walkers discovered on their trips out last month. 
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N 
ovember saw the children at Hambledon 
Nursery School marking Remembrance Day 
by creating poppy crafts and making  a      

remembrance garden in the grounds of the nursery. 
The children considered what the word ‘remembering’ 
means for them.  They remembered special times at 
the nursery, looking back on photographs of activities 
they had enjoyed. They remembered special times and 
events for their family and friends.  Quite                
astonishingly, they all managed to sit quietly for a 
whole two minutes to mark the 11th hour on the 11th 
day of the 11th month in an act of thoughtful silence. 

Staff and children are now very much turning 
their thoughts to Christmas, with rehearsals for     
learning the nativity songs underway. This year will 
sadly be a bit different as parents are unable to enter 
the building to enjoy the nursery nativity performance 
due to coronavirus restrictions. However, a recording 
will be sent home, which will make a wonderful    
keepsake of what is, for many, a first and very special    
nativity. 

Against this backdrop of magic and marvel   
leading up to Christmas, the nursery received news of 
the first conformed case of coronavirus for a child  

attending the setting. This  was a stark reminder of the 
world that we are living in at present, but did not 
grind us to a halt. Quite the opposite: once the        
welcome news arrived that, despite this positive test 
result, the child concerned remained perfectly well 
and that other family members had not become     
poorly, we were all enormously relieved and the 
nursery remained open according to the advice that 
had been received.  Despite unfortunately having to 
close one room for a nine working day period, the rest 
of the nursery carried on and staff members           
responded to the news in a calm and pragmatic     
fashion. We continued to implement robust protective 
measures through our risk assessment and managed 
the situation very much in a spirit of carrying on and 
keeping things going safely and responsibly. 

The nursery wishes to mark Christmas with 
bells, baubles and plenty of sparkle, no matter what. 
We are busily creating crafts with the children to 
mark the different elements of the nativity story. The 
nursery children’s artwork and crafts will be hung 
from trees along the footpath leading up to the church 
which starts just opposite the Merry Harriers. We will 
warmly welcome parents and members of the       
community to take a stroll and view our nursery    
nativity trail which will lead up to St Peter’s Church. 
We hope this will be lit with twinkle lights, if we   
possibly can; and the children will have left cards for 
anyone who wishes to receive a message of Christmas 
cheer from the nursery. The nativity trail will be in 
place from Sunday 20 December, during the        
Christmas holiday period.  

I would like to finish this article by wishing 
everyone a Christmas filled with love, hope and good 
tidings, despite the events in the world at large which 
are having such an enormous affect upon each one of 
us personally, our communities, our working lives 
and our nursery school. 

What’s new at the Nursery?What’s new at the Nursery?What’s new at the Nursery?What’s new at the Nursery?    

Keeping calm  and carrying on isn’t always a cliché:  it’s exactly what 
Hambledon Nursery School has been doing during the past few weeks,  
as head teacher Kate Walford reports.   

Hydestile RubbishHydestile RubbishHydestile RubbishHydestile Rubbish collectioncollectioncollectioncollection    

T 
here was a splendid response to the appeal to 
“do something about the rubbish on our roads” 
– well, at least at the Hydestile end of the    

village.  In response to the appeal by Nick Root 
(pictured, right, with Nick Hender), a team assembled 
at the Hydon Ball car park on 3l October and collected 
around eight large bags of litter –  mainly plastic 
drinks bottles, cans, crisp packets and even wine    
bottles. Talk about conspicuous consumption and the 
throw-away society! 

It was an extremely successful operation and one 
which it’s hoped can be repeated in the spring.   
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The Secret CemeteryThe Secret CemeteryThe Secret CemeteryThe Secret Cemetery    

Earlier this year Godalming Museum mounted an exhibition on  
the discovery and excavation of what was probably Godalming  
church’s  first cemetery.  It’s an amazing piece of history:  if you  
missed the exhibition, read on. 

I 
n 2014 building work was planned on land near 
Godalming church.  It lay within an area on which 
human remains had been found in the past 

(“Whose skull is this?” asked the Surrey Advertiser in 
March 2007 when a skeleton was discovered in the 
garden of a house in Station Road), so archaeological    
investigations were a condition of planning consent.  
However, no-one had anticipated the scale and        
significance of the site.   

In only 150 square meters the Surrey County 
Archaeological Unit uncovered the remains of almost 
500 individuals, all originally buried in individual 
graves.  Radiocarbon dating established that the burials  
ranged in date from around 850 around 1200.  The end 
date was confirmed by the discovery of tanning pits 
and a ditch full of cow horn cores and debris from the 
tanning process dating to the early 13th century.  The 
pits themselves were an interesting find, being the  
earliest known evidence of an industry which was  
important to Godalming right up to the early 20th     

century. 

There was no evidence of coffins.  Bodies had 
been buried wrapped in a plain shroud or naked, laid 
out with their heads to the west.  Some had stones  
beneath their heads;  other heads showed evidence of 
having been laid on ash.  Single nails were found with 
12 burials, perhaps due to the belief, common at the 
time in central and eastern Europe, that burying a 
sharp piece of iron with the dead ensured they would 
rest in peace.   A glass linen smoother, used to press or 
polish damp linen,  was found in one of the graves and     
spindle whorls in two others, despite grave goods    
being rare in Christian burials.  These items must have 
had particular personal or symbolic significance; and 
they provide evidence of the cloth working which at 
that time was part of the local economy. 

Some of the later graves had cut into earlier ones, 
with bones so uncovered respectfully reinterred along-
side the new burial.   

The excavation uncovered only one side of the 
cemetery.  At its fullest extent, the archaeologists think 

it may have contained over 4,000 burials and served a 
community consisting of between 1,000 and 1,500 
people.   

The backbone of the Anglo Saxon church was  
the minsters.  They were responsible for the spiritual 
welfare of scattered population in a largely rural     
society and they had the rights of baptism and burial.   
Godalming was a minster church and people from the 
Godalming Hundred (which included Hambledon) 
would have been baptised in its font and buried in its 
cemetery.  Carved  stones, probably from a font, are all 
that survive of Godalming’s 9th century church, for 
which the cemetery must have been established.  By 
the early 13th century minster functions were in      
decline: was it for this reason, or because the cemetery 
had become so full, that it was closed and replaced by 
the present graveyard to the east of the church? 

No other cemetery of the size, type and date of  
Godalming’s first cemetery has so far been excavated 
in England.  As a non-monastic cemetery serving a 
rural area, it offers a rare opportunity to analyse a  
significant sample of a specific population over many 
generations, exploring individual and community   
origins and relationships, health, illness and injury, 
diet and lifestyle.  The first and last people to be buried 
lived around 350 years and 12 generations apart and 
could have included Anglo Saxons, Vikings and    
Normans.   

The skeletal material from this exceptional site is 
in the care of the University of Roehampton where it is 
the subject of ongoing research.  Depending on the 
state or preservation of a skeleton, osteo-

archaeologists can establish the age at death from the 
stage of development of teeth and bones and the sex 
from the shape of the pelvis and skull.  Height can be 
estimated from the long bones of the arm and leg.   

So far nearly half of the 310 articulated skeletons 
that were recovered have been cleaned and recorded.  
There were 14 children and 183 adults, of whom 56 
could be established to be female and 87 male.       
Twenty of the adults were over 50 at the time of their 
death; 45 were aged between 35 and 49;  and 34     
between both 25 and 34 and 18 and 24.  Sixty two  
individuals had signs of dental decay, arthritis and 
injuries such as sword cuts.   

There is now potential for the study of ancient 
DNA to explore genetic relationships and disease    
evolution.  Dental tartar can be analysed to find out 
more about an individual’s environment, diet and 
health; and isotopes can reveal information about diet 
and migration.   

 

With our thanks to Godalming Museum for     
permission to  abstract from the excellent catalogue 
that accompanied the exhibition, thus enabling       
magazine readers to share in this fascinating story. 
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Celebrating ChristmasCelebrating ChristmasCelebrating ChristmasCelebrating Christmas    

December: the winter solstice on the 21st.   Mid winter.  A bleak mid winter 
it is but we will and must celebrate: celebrate what  a wonderful community 
we are.  We have all come together.  Merry Christmas, Hambledon 

S 
easons are the only certainty in life right now. 
December just means Christmas to me. The 
nearer it gets the colder and darker it is and the 

brighter the lights become.  The chosen tree, draped 
with the eccentricity of tradition, magnificently lit at 
night.  Makes me want to shout with enthusiasm and 
excitement.  

The ground is mushy and sodden with the rain. 

The odd carrot, cardoon and other winter vegetable lie 

abandoned … herbs like sage, rosemary and thyme 

with a dusting of frost on their tips.  This time of year 

is compensated for by these ever-present veggies   

cultivated in the months before and by tradition.    

December, Christmas, welcome, come on in, 

what can I get you to drink? Music to everyone’s 

ears.  Bursting with delivered possibilities. 

I love to pour someone a drink.   More than to 

sip one myself.  Then to feed them. To see and feel the 

silence as they tuck in.  The comfort food: casseroles, 

stews, pies, puddings. Winter cooking has so much 

depth, similar to the layers of clothes we 

wear.  Skimpy sundresses and burnt sausages are   

rather vacant of character when it comes to it.   

At the start of this pandemic and the first lock-

down, when our big little shop started the delivery 

service, we had no idea of the challenges that lay 

ahead.  I have a huge family and have done many   

catering events, but with this I had no idea how to 

start.   So, like Gill with the tuna and butter beans, I 

ordered big.  Huge amounts:  boxes of apples, oranges, 

potatoes and so on. This second hibernation has been 

very different: not so many deliveries, fewer shoppers, 

the science of guessing what people’s needs are now 

has no continuity.  But between all of us involved, 

we’ve done it.  Never to be forgotten.    

Which brings me to the jiggle and the juggle: 

gauging “what people want”.  How to know what to 

do? And biggest and foremost, to minimise wastage. 

Rarely did we waste anything in the first hibernation.  

This time it’s more of a challenge to maintain quality 

and freshness and still offer a wide range of            

produce.   The death row vegetables, still fresh but not 

quite the ticket, I have squirrelled away to make soups 

and stews to return in our happy orange pots –  

healthy, easy comfort food.    

This week I found some chillis sulking in the 

vegetable fridge,   Some carrots and cherry tomatoes. 

Christmas cheese boards came to mind.   Then this 

cheeky sweet/sour chutney. The ingredients just    

needed some guidance to live on.  

This recipe is my spin on a salsa Hecha I tasted 

in Jerez, on a polo estancia owned and run by a lovely 

Persian family. The chef was a delightful gentleman 

with the greenest eyes and mesmerising Spanish, 

French, Farsi accent: Omar Sharif and Enrique       

Ingelsias rolled in to one big jolly ball.  Fascinating to 

listen to.   

I made it in one jar but you could do several 

small ones, though in a single large one the chilli heat 

intensifies.  It’s tantalising hot sweet and sour. With 

cheese, Manchego perhaps; or as a side with one of 

our curries scooped up with Naan bread or poppadom; 

or with cold Christmas meats.    
 

  

It’s quick and easy.  No lengthy preserving.  The 
longer you keep it the hotter it gets.   But it’s not a 
keeper like some pickles: it’s for now.  And it’s a 
great way to use up the sad veg in the bottom drawer. 

It’s about the Christmas’ past that still stir in my 

mind. The thoughts that tingle young excitement and 

the passion and nostalgia of tradition, old-time simple 

homeliness wrapped up in cheer.  

Where does it begin?  What’s the first sign that 

Christmas is on its way? Is it the smell, the jars, the 

mixing bowl bought down from the pantry?  The  

apples, pears and quince brought in from the         

garden?  Is it the zing of the oranges and lemons   

drying for decorations or the smell as it hits the air, 

the vinegar and brandy?  

Times change, old customs fall by the way  but 

my Christmas rituals will remain constant to reassure 

my children and my children’s children . 

Salsa Hecha 

 

2tbsp tamarind paste 

4 good sized carrots,  washed, peeled and cut in to  
   skinny thin strips   
Glug of vegetable oil 
3 cloves of garlic, minced  

1/2 teaspoons black mustard seeds 

3 or 4 chillis, depending on what heat you like 

Large handful of chopped tomatoes (I used the  
   cherry ones that had lost their vine)  
2 tablespoons soft brown sugar 
Tablespoon wine vinegar  
6 crushed green cardamom pods   
 

Warm the oil.  Add the garlic and mustard seeds.  
Cook a minute or so until they pop.  Add the chopped 
chillis; once they begin to soften, add the carrots; stir 
well to coat them in the flavours.  Add the tomatoes, 
tamarind, sugar, vinegar and cardamom and a good 
grind of salt.  Continue cooking for a few minutes – 
you want the carrots to stay crunchy and the chutney 
to be thick and gooey. Pop it into your jar and keep in 
the fridge.   



Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2020  Page 21 

St Kevin and the blackbirdSt Kevin and the blackbirdSt Kevin and the blackbirdSt Kevin and the blackbird    

Throughout this year the Revd. Michael Burgess has been focussing  
our attention on animals and birds as seen in art and scripture.   He      
concludes the series with a 13th century painting by Gerald of Wales 

    

GODGODGODGOD    
IN THEIN THEIN THEIN THE    

ARTSARTSARTSARTS    

D 
uring this year we have been exploring the 
beauty and wonder of our world in the rich 
variety of all creatures great and small.  In the 

months of lockdown and restrictions, many of us have 
used the time to look afresh at the world of nature and 
have learnt to value it once again.  

When we look at the life of the 6th century Irish 

saint Kevin of Glendalough, we see someone who had 

that special relationship with birds and animals.  

One of the earliest depictions of this story is a 

marginal drawing in The History of Ireland by Gerald 

of Wales, an early 

13th century manu-

script in the British 

Library. He visited 

Ireland several times 

and was entranced by 

the marvels he saw 

and the tales he 

heard. To accompany 

the story, the saint 

was drawn as he sat  

in his cell, cradling 

the blackbird gently in his left hand.  

Nobel Prizewinner Seamus Heaney captures the 

story in a poem in which he wonders if the saint was 

self-forgetful in all those months or perhaps in agony. 

The poet praises St Kevin because he seeks no reward, 

but offers time and patience to care for this sign of 

new life. 
 

   And then there was St Kevin and the blackbird. 
   The saint is kneeling, arms stretched out, inside 
   His cell, but the cell is narrow, so 
 
   One turned-up palm is out the window, stiff 
   As a crossbeam, when a blackbird lands 
   And lays in it and settles down to nest. 
    
   Kevin feels the warm eggs, the small breast, the tucked 
   Neat head and claws and, finding himself linked 
   Into the network of eternal life, 
 
   Is moved to pity: now he must hold his hand 
   Like a branch out in the sun and rain for weeks 
   Until the young are hatched and fledged and flown. 
 

St Kevin’s life is not well-documented, as no 
contemporaneous material survives.  However,      
according to a late medieval Latin Vita, preserved 
among the records of a Franciscan convent in Dublin, 
he was born in AD 498 and, like St. Columba, was of 
noble birth.  Following his ordination he moved to         
Glendalough in order to avoid the company of his   

followers. He lived as a hermit in a partially man-

made cave to which he was led, in the account of 
the Vita, by an angel.  

Glendalough, or the Glen of two Lakes, is one 
of the most important sites of monastic ruins in     
Ireland. Before the arrival of St. Kevin, the cave 
would have been     
desolate and remote 
and would have been 
ideal for a secluded 
retreat.  Now known as 
St Kevin’s bed, it over-
looks the upper of the 
two lakes and Kevin 
lived the life of a     
hermit there for seven 
years with an extraordinary closeness to nature. He 
wore only animal skins, slept on stones and went 
barefoot.  He spent his time in prayer and his       
companions were the animals and birds around him.  

Disciples were soon attracted to Kevin and a 
further settlement enclosed by a wall, called Kevin's 
Cell, was established nearer the lakeshore. By 540 his 
fame as a teacher and holy man had spread far and 
wide. Many people came to seek his help and      
guidance. In time Glendalough grew into a renowned 
seminary of saints and scholars and the parent of  
several other monasteries. 

Until his death in around 618, Kevin presided 
over his monastery in Glendalough, living his life by    
fasting, praying and teaching. In time Glendalough, 
with its by now seven churches, became one of the 
chief pilgrimage destinations in Ireland and Kevin of  

Glendalough 
was canonized 
by Pope Pius X 
in     December 
1903. 
        So much 
has happened 
to us during 
this year, for 
good and ill; 
and we must 
wonder what 
the new year 

will bring. Perhaps St Kevin can inspire us to journey 
with faith and hope, and to travel through the months 
ahead with a renewed concern for the created order 
around.  

The Gaelic name Kevin means loved.  Like him, 
we pray that we will love and cherish this planet and 
care for the wonder and beauty of birds like the black-
bird and all the animals. Then we can rejoice with 
him in the wonder of Creation that displays the      
handiwork of God the Creator. 
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Halloween in HambledonHalloween in HambledonHalloween in HambledonHalloween in Hambledon    

Hambledon’s imagination knows no bounds.  It wasn’t just the  
festivities on the Cricket Green:  Halloween was celebrated all 
around the village, as Jenna Gordon reports in words and pictures.  

H 
alloween was a tremendous success despite 
looming lockdown and very wet weather. 
Luckily, the clouds cleared just in time for the 

start of our time-staggered Halloween fun and, to mark 
the occasion, a beautiful rainbow appeared.   Through-
out the afternoon families were on the Cricket Green 
in their incredibly imaginative fancy dress costumes.   

They chased balloons and hid some revolting 
cauldron ingredients around the Green: there were 
spiders in the trees and rats, snakes and cockroaches in 
the grass.  Disgusting poems were read around the 
candle-lit cauldron before everyone left in search of 
more socially-distanced Halloween bubble fun.   

Thanks to the Cricket Club, to Steven and Martin 
at the village shop and to all those who supported what 
turned out to be a very memorable event for all. 

As the pictures show, ghosts and pumpkins 
quickly took over from scarecrows around the village. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I  can’t wait to try some magic 

Promise not to tell 
I’ll be a witch, and you’ll be a wizard - 
We could cast a spell. 
How about some hocus-pocus 

On our hazel broom? 

Wave the wand – make Monday morning 

Friday afternoon! 
 

Freeze the day! I’ll make the snow fall - 
Thick and fast and deep. 
We could sledge uphill to town – 

I’ll race you though the street 
Let’s throw snowballs and go skating 

On the frozen pond. 
Make the weekend last forever 

Wave that magic want!  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The scarecrow competition had a Highway Rat 
… during Halloween the Highway Rat turned into a 
Highway Bat! 

All dressed up and ready to go 
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W 
 are applying for a grant to pay for, or at 
least go towards, the cost of replacement 
windows and are obtaining quotes for two 

different types so that we can decide between the   
options outlined below.  

1. Solid wood, double-glazed. This would almost 

be replacing like for like but, as they will be double 

glazed, they will be too heavy to work as sash        

windows and so will not open. Their advantage is that 

they would minimally change the appearance of the 

hall. The disadvantage is that they will cost more to 

replace and, most importantly, will incur the expense 

of needing to be regularly repainted on into the future. 

We are always mindful of reducing maintenance costs 

where we can, for our current finances and for future 

committees and hall users.  

2. UPVC suitable for conservation areas. The 

advantages are that they are cheaper to replace and 

require only minimal upkeep in the future.  However, 

the  disadvantage is that they will not look quite the 

same as the originals.  

If we decide to replace the front windows with 

wood, we would plan to replace the (less noticeable) 

rear windows with the cheaper UPVC option.  We 

have already had the kitchen window replaced with 

UPVC and are very pleased with it. Go and have a 

look at that window to get an idea of what they might 

all look like if we decide to go for the UPVC option.  

If  you  have  any comments  please  email    

villagehall@hambledonsurrey.co.uk or ring Ruth 

Canham on 01428 685729.  

New windows, at least that’s what’s proposed.  The Committee hopes to 

install new, double-glazed ones to increase warmth, reduce dampness and 
the hall’s environmental impact –  and the amount users have to spend on 
electricity. 

What’s What’s What’s What’s happeninghappeninghappeninghappening    at ... at ... at ... at ...     

The Village Hall The Village Hall The Village Hall The Village Hall     

Earl Grey & Satsuma Tea LoafEarl Grey & Satsuma Tea LoafEarl Grey & Satsuma Tea LoafEarl Grey & Satsuma Tea Loaf    
This tea loaf makes use of those small sweet satsumas which are 
readily available during Christmas time. Try and keep the dried fruit 
submerged under the cake batter to avoid it burning during baking. 

INGREDIENTS 
 

4 Earl Grey tea bags  
Juice and zest of two satsumas 

300g sultanas 

125g dried cranberries 

 

 

 

75 dried cherries 

130g soft brown sugar 
½ tsp mixed spice 

1 egg 

150g self-raising flour 

My new book, The Batch Cook Book, is out now and available from Amazon and all good bookshops.My new book, The Batch Cook Book, is out now and available from Amazon and all good bookshops.My new book, The Batch Cook Book, is out now and available from Amazon and all good bookshops.My new book, The Batch Cook Book, is out now and available from Amazon and all good bookshops.    
    

Follow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood  www.samgatesfood.co.ukFollow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood  www.samgatesfood.co.ukFollow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood  www.samgatesfood.co.ukFollow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood  www.samgatesfood.co.uk    

METHODMETHODMETHODMETHOD    
 
Pour 300ml boiling water over the 
tea bags in a large bowl and leave 
to steep for 10 minutes.  
Squeeze the moisture out of the tea 
bags and discard, then add the juice 
and zest, followed by sultanas, 
cranberries and cherries.  Give it a 
good stir, then cover with cling film 
and leave for at least two hours, or 
preferably overnight, so that the fruit 
absorbs all the liquid. 
Preheat the oven to 180°C/160°C 
fan/gas 4 and grease and line a 
large loaf tin with baking paper. 

 

When you are ready, tip in the sugar, 
spices, egg and flour and stir gently 
until combined. 
Spoon into the tin and smooth the 
surface, making sure you don’t have 
any large lumps of fruit sticking out 
as they may burn and taste bitter. 
Cook for 60 minutes and check with 
a cake tester to see it is cooked 
through. Remove and leave to cool in 
the tin for 10 minutes; then turn the 
loaf out onto a cooling rack.   
(If you aren’t going to be eating the 
loaf immediately, wrap it in grease-
proof paper when completely cool.)  
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W 
e are overjoyed to have a beautiful new 

home at the heart of Godalming. After 

much prayer and exploration of alternative 

locations the Lord has provided us with a glorious 

warm, spacious and colourful place within which to 

continue to serve Him. You will note our modified 

name and mission statement which reflects the       

pilgrimage that everyone is journeying along and on 

which we continue to serve both the local community 

and the local churches with joy and commitment.    

Waverley Borough Council have generously provided 

us with the location and the lease and helped us at  

every stage of the process. We are enormously grateful 

and it is a privilege to serve together and to support 

one another. 

We opened our doors on 26 October. Godalming 

Town Mayor, Councillor Penny Rivers, officiated at 

the opening ceremony on the next day, cutting the  

ribbon with obstetric scissors symbolizing new birth 

and new hope! 

Our aim is to continue to serve those within our 

local community who are struggling with special needs 

or circumstantial difficulties, including mental      

problems and poverty. We are aware that this could be 

a ‘winter of discontent’ and want to be able to provide 

warmth and friendship, and assistance with food    

parcels or free food as necessary. We would also like 

to welcome anyone along their ‘pilgrimage’, in what-

ever state of repair or disrepair, to provide rest and 

refreshment along the way. In these difficult times we 

are acutely aware of the importance of friendship and 

welcome. Our Lord Jesus provided us with such an 

example of this generosity of spirit and we strive to 

follow Him in this pathway. 

Our regulars have found their way to the new 

café and we have been able to keep in close touch  

during the summer through meeting at the band stand 

for picnics and then in a local café when the weather 

changed. Debbie and Emma have been wonderful in 

keeping in touch and being Mother Geese to their  

special flock! 

The journey to our home has been drenched in 

prayer and waiting on the Lord and He has given us a 

vision for the way ahead with the importance of 

providing a ‘table’ to continue to wait on and serve 

those on the journey. He has also guided us into an 

expanded ministry, including street ministry, with 

prayer  and praise; setting up an expanded Cellar   

Prayer and Praise Band; offering our services to the 

local churches who may be struggling for whatever 

reason to give support and practical help in the form of 

leading  worship and providing the sermon; providing 

an early response listening service for troubled young 

people in collaboration with Trinity Trust Team, Dan 

Eley Foundation and the newly formed 14-18 group in  

Busbridge; and, lastly, exploring outreach to the non-

churched through Camino groups within which, as per 

the El Camino pilgrim route in Northern Spain, folk 

are able to share stories and enjoy fellowship. The first 

such group prior to the second lockdown was most 

agreeable and spirit-filled. 

We are conscious that when the world has had to 

run for cover the Lord’s Kingdom is unstoppable and 

the sound of praise from grateful hearts cannot be 

muzzled. We believe that the Lord has given us a new 

wineskin within which He is pouring new wine and we 

rejoice in all that is to come. 

TheTheTheThe    CELLARCELLARCELLARCELLAR        caminocaminocaminocamino        CAFÉ  CAFÉ  CAFÉ  CAFÉ      

“Rest and refreshment along the way”     
A New Home and New Chapter for the Cellar  
Café:  Dr Chris Jagger tells the story 

Opening by Opening by Opening by Opening by 
Mayor Mayor Mayor Mayor     

Penny Rivers, Penny Rivers, Penny Rivers, Penny Rivers,     
with Emma with Emma with Emma with Emma     

and manager and manager and manager and manager 
Debbie Debbie Debbie Debbie     

Interior & serving Interior & serving Interior & serving Interior & serving 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2020  Page 25 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2020,  Page 26 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2020  Page 27 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2020,  Page 28 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2020  Page 29 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2020,  Page 30 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2020  Page 31 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2020,  Page 32 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2020  Page 33 

I 
f  you are feeling brave enough to go out in the 

cold, there are still a surprising amount of jobs to 

do in the garden, including pruning fruit trees and   

harvesting and ordering seeds/plants for next year. 
 

Perennials, annuals, bulbs:  Any spring bulbs that 

are still lying around can be planted; it is not too late, 

as they will flower, but possibly a bit later. 
 

Trees and shrubs: It is amazing how this year the 

apples, berries, chestnuts and acorns have been so 

plentiful.   This is due, they say, to the dry warm 

spring which encouraged pollinating bees, wasps and 

flies to be out at peak flowering times in April and 

May. Then, the warm wet summer was perfect for fruit 

development, with water around to swell the berries.    

 With the wet and quite mild conditions we have 

had in the autumn there has been a bit of an extended    

growing season;  so it is  not surprising that we are 

now seeing fruit set and autumn colours arriving three 

to five weeks earlier than normal.  I much enjoy    

walking in the nearby woods where there are so many 

large and small holly trees.  In other years only a few 

trees have had berries, but this year far more can be 

seen on many different trees, but I’m not sure if any 

will be left by Christmas as the birds are feasting on 

them – and so they should.  So bring colour indoors 

sooner rather than later, such as bright red or yellow 

cornus to put in a vase.  If you are planning to pick 

some holly and  ivy berries for Christmas arrange-

ments and wreathes, it is best to pick them early, but 

put them in a cool room  in a vase of water to keep 

them in top condition until they are needed. 
 

Veg and fruit: There are still quite a few veggies in 

the patch at this time of year, such as leeks and Brussel 

sprouts (tastier sautéed than boiled), winter carrots, 

parsnips, red and green cabbage and kale.  Both curly 

and Cavolo Nero are so good to eat straight from the 

garden.  My curly kale suffers a lot from whitefly: it 

really affects the lower leaves, which turn yellow and 

drop off.  I try to pick and use them before they get 

that bad and then wash them well under a running tap.  

The Cavolo Nero suffers less from whitefly but is not 

as hardy, so I grow some of both.  

 It is a good time to mulch the asparagus bed 

and the autumn raspberries.  First cut the fruiting 

stems to the ground, then weed and spread compost on 

the soil at 2-3cm or even thicker on light soils.  

      Prune grapevines this month to avoid bleeding 

from pruning cuts which can reduce vigour. 
 

Leaves: continue to rake up leaves on hard surfaces. 

Mow to remove them from the lawn. 

Greenhouse: Now that the tender plants are in the 

greenhouse keep an eye on the outside temperature and 

turn off the heater.  Open the door, and even windows 

on mild days, to keep good ventilation going; but do 

remember to close them again and turn on the heater in 

the evening and night. Keep cutting off spent flowers 

and old leaves to  prevent mould from spreading. 
 

Compost heap: To keep warm outside, now is a good 

time to turn the compost heap to keep it well aerated 

so that the compost will mature evenly. 
 

Pond: Get leaves out to stop decay in the water. To 

reduce the chance of the whole pond freezing over 

place a floating ball in the water.  This will keep some 

of the surface free from ice to allow oxygen to dissolve 

into the water – vital to amphibians and fish. 
 

Birds in winter:  What seed-eating birds could we see  

in our gardens? There are bullfinches which eat mainly 

seeds as they favour wild plants and trees for their 

food. Greenfinches, which also feed on seeds, are 

more difficult to spot as they blend in with winter   

foliage – they sometimes form small flocks. Gold-

finches are tiny and love seeds of teasel and lavender 

left in the border: they are easy to identify by their red 

faces and the yellow patches on their wings. Sparrows, 

which are not as common as they once were, will eat 

almost anything, but particularly love seeds.  

 So which plants in the border are good to leave 

for the birds to find the seeds?  Amongst others they 

are asters/michaelmas daisies which form small fluffy 

pompoms with small seeds that are ideal for seed-

eating birds. Sedum has attractive seed heads which 

look great all through the winter,  especially  when 

they catch the snow and frost: they do not attract the 

seed-eating birds, but insect-eating birds will enjoy the 

spiders and overwintering bugs they shelter.  Teasels  

are wonderful for attracting bees and butterflies in 

summer and the spiny seed heads will last all winter, 

looking striking in frost and snow: seed-eating birds, 

especially goldfinches, love these seeds.  

 Tips for feeding the birds in winter and early 

spring on a birdfeeder.  Feed them little and often  to 

avoid food spilled on the ground.  Try using a fat ball 

instead of loose seed mixes; take the fat balls out of 

their mesh bags and put them on a wire cage feeder as  

this will stop birds getting trapped in the mesh.      

Feeding birds does not need to be expensive: you can 

use a range of kitchen scraps like small amounts of 

moistened bread, left-over baked or mashed potato, 

pastry scraps, grated cheese and bruised or partly   

rotten apples. 
 

Colour and tastes in the gardenColour and tastes in the gardenColour and tastes in the gardenColour and tastes in the garden    

“The holly and the ivy,      When they are both full grown,  
Of all trees that are in the wood,   The holly bears the crown.”   
 –  Christmas Carol 

in December 

The Garden  



Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2020,  Page 34 

I 
f, like me, you are interested in local history, I 
hope you didn’t miss, as I did,  Godalming       
Museum’s recent exhibition Godalming’s Secret 

Cemetery.  It told the story of the discovery and      
excavation of Godalming’s first burial site, dating 
from around 850 to 1200, by Surrey’s Archaeological 
Unit; and the accompanying handout tells a fascinating 
story  (see article on page 19).   

I was amused to learn that when the site, which 
is close to Godalming Church, was originally cleared, 
people were amazed to find some bones.  When the 
Hambledon Heritage Society did an excavation at the 
end of Hambledon Church prior to recent building 
work, they expected to find bones – and they did – lots 
of them! 

For some reason the Northchapel and Ebernoe 
News was recently put into our post box.  It’s a nice 

little magazine (not a patch on ours, of course!), with 
a handy, albeit somewhat out of date, map on the  
cover.  GWJ and I found a nice walk from The Stag at 
Balls Cross to Ebernoe a few years ago – there are 
lots of good walks around this patch. 

I hope some of you remember the Cup Hill    
Morris Men.  I know that a lot of you used to turn up 
on Hydon Ball on May Day at dawn to watch us 
dance in the summer.  It’s the most important pagan         
celebration of the year – and our vicar usually joined 
us!  Well, we have just lost our oldest man, George 
Frost, a lovely chap who kept drinking into his 80s.  
A lot of Morris people, men and women, turned up to 
see him off.  Sadly I couldn’t make it as I was booked 
into the Royal Surrey for a CT scan.  We will miss 
you, George.  

      I wonder how many 
people shopping in Tesco 
in Milford remember 
when it was the Red    
Lion? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Season’s greetings to you all, and here’s hoping 
that next year will be better. 

 

Ross and GWJ 

 

PS: It’s sad to have to add that we cannot perform the 
Chiddingfold Tipteerers play at The Crown again this 
year.  However I (Old Father Christmas) and David 
Williams (The Noble Doctor) and, of course, a lot of 
locals will look forward to it (perhaps) next year. 

Thoughts of things pastThoughts of things pastThoughts of things pastThoughts of things past    

From bones to rambles, a much-loved Morris man and an erstwhile  
pub, Ross also mourns the impending loss of a well-loved Christmas  
play.  But he’s still hoping for a more positive 2021.   

maintenance is expected, they do not want this to be at 
the expense of the environment ”. 

Pesticide-free weed control has already been 
trialled in parts of Godalming and the Council has 
stopped using herbicides in its playgrounds.  Other 
developments include the setting aside of wildflower   
areas to benefit pollinators and reviewing grass cutting 
frequency.  There will also be a move towards more 
electric vehicles and machinery, thereby cutting    
emissions and noise pollution. 

W 
averley is planning to phase out the use of 
pesticides on Council-owned land within 
the next three years, in line with the its   

climate emergency action plan which was adopted last 
year.   

Councillor Liz Townsend, portfolio holder for 
economic development, parks and leisure, said “This 
is fantastic news for our environment and our        
residents.  We know they want our green spaces to be 
pesticide-free and, although a standard of street 

PesticidePesticidePesticidePesticide----free in three years?free in three years?free in three years?free in three years?    
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Puzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle Page    

Crossword                                  

Answers to all puzzles on  page 38 

 Sudoku   
    

Easy                  IntermediateEasy                  IntermediateEasy                  IntermediateEasy                  Intermediate                      

   Maze  Word Search    

Silent NightSilent NightSilent NightSilent Night 

 

This much-loved carol 
comes from Austria, 
where it was first sung as 
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht 
on Christmas Eve, 1818. 
It was written by Father 
Joseph Mohr, a young 
priest at St Nicholas  
parish church, in the  
village of Oberndorf bei 
Salzburg. As Christmas 
1818 approached, he 
asked the local 
 schoolmaster,  
Franz Xaver Gruber, to compose a melody for his carol.  
Gruber was organist in the nearby village of Arnsdorf, and so 
was happy to oblige. On Christmas Eve they presented the carol 
to the church during the midnight mass. The carol went on to 
become loved world-wide; and the version sung by Bing Crosby 
is the third best-selling single of all time.    

ACROSSACROSSACROSSACROSS  
            
1111 Semi-transparent (11)  
        8888 Headstrong (l  
10101010 Golfer’s peg (3)  
11111111 Solace (6)  
12121212 Stick (to) (6)  
14141414 __ out, use thriftily (3)  
15151515 East Anglian  
      sailing centre (3,6)  
16161616 Puritanical (6-5)  

DOWNDOWNDOWNDOWN  
 
        2222 Hardy (9)  
        3333 Part of foliage (4)  
        4444 Somerset village (7)  
        5555 Fire-ravaged  
      French cathedral (5, 4)  
        6666 Lodger (7)  
        7777 Free, undo (7)  
        9999 Sluggishness (7)  
13131313 Animal fur (4)  
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Useful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone Numbers    
 

 

GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES 

 

 

Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR 

 Tel:   Doctors 01428 682218 

  Community Nurses 01428 685249 

 Health Visitors 01428 685249 

 

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG 

   Tel:   Doctors 01483 415885 

   

              – Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ 

                 Tel:   Doctors 01483 414461 

                       Health Visitors & Community Nurses 01483 415564 

 

Chiddingfold –  Ridgley Rd, Chiddingfold, Godalming GU8 4QP     01428 683174                           
               

  

 

HOSPITALS 

 

Royal Surrey County Hospital  01483 571122 

Milford Hospital  01483 782000 

Haslemere Hospital  01483 782300 

 

Equipment for short term use  
Some items only required for a short time (usually three months) may be borrowed from       
the British Red Cross which operates out of a unit in Sainsbury’s (Godalming) car park on  
Tuesdays from 13.30- 5.00.   Available equipment could include bed blocks, bed cradles,    
back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, bed pans and urinals. Full details can be found at their 
website, Red Cross Mobility Equipment Centre Surrey.   
 

POLICE                                                                       
Police Community Support Officers:  17110 Kim Oliver and 17114 James Levy 

e-mails:           Kim.Oliver@surrey.pnn.police.uk and     

         James.Levy@surrey.pnn.police.uk 

address:           Surrey Police, P O Box 101, Guildford, Surrey GU1 9PE 

Urgent calls:           999 

Non-urgent:          101  
Minor crime reporting:         101 OR https:surrey.police.uk/reportonline/ReportIt  
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS     

 

Area 1 Mrs Sally Marks Hydestile 01483 427249     
Area 2 Mr Arthur Blackman Church Lane 01428 683871 

Area 3 Miss Jane Woolley Woodlands Road 01428 684213 

Area 4 Mrs Caroline Pitt Malthouse Lane 01428 682940 

Area 5 Mr Alf Hammond Cricket Green 01428 683625 

Area 6  Mr John Tidmarsh Lane End 01428 682067 

Area 7 Mr Ion Campbell Feathercombe Lane 01483 860264 

Area 8 Mr Bryon Ware Hambledon Park 01428 289132 

 

Parish Council Co-ordinator:  Stewart Payne 01483 425250  

 

UTILITIES 

 

Thames Water (Customer Enquiries) 0800 3169800 

Southern Water (Customer Enquiries) 0845 2780845 

Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours 0800 0727282 

Gas (Emergency) 24 hours 0800 111 999  
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Councillors  John Anderson         01428 682666      mob. 07974 229170      

  Mary Grove              01483 415815      mob. 07792 830276 

  Robin McKeith          01428 682334      mob. 07886 436498 

  Mike Parry                01428 682303      mob. 07765 242740 * 
  Stewart Payne          01483 425250      mob. 07831 393561 

  Sean Sinnott             01428 682735      mob. 07767 481282 

  Philip Underwood     01428 682742      mob. 07771 633599 

 

* replacement to be co-opted at the meeting on 1 December 2020 

  

Clerk   Julie Flenley               01428 683903 

              email             clerkofhpc@outlook.com 

 

Surrey County Councillor            Mrs Victoria Young   01483 890196  
 

Waverley Borough Councillors   Jan Floyd-Douglass 07767 660772 

           Trevor Sadler    01428 681884 

    

GENERAL 

 

Borough Hall 01483 523333 

 

Cinema, Borough Hall (Tickets & Information) 01483 523004 

 

Library 01483 422743 

 

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange  deliveries                          01428 682176 

 

St Peter’s Church, Hambledon – church office                                       01483 421267 

(and see page 3 for more information) 
 

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings 01428 683588 

 

Train Information: Times and fares for all national services   0845 7484950 

 

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 

Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without  
transport:  ring 01428 682959.  If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390  
 

VETERINARY SURGEONS 

 

Milford Veterinary Hospital 
37, New Road, Milford 01483 414747 

Rivendell 
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe 01483 421833 

In an emergency, ring either number 

 

Hambledon Village Shop, Deli/Café & Post Office Opening Times 

 

  Eat-In café service suspended 

Reduced take-away service Monday – Friday, 08.30-13.00 

12.30 cut-off for made-to-order food  
 

Personal shopping:  Monday – Friday, 08.30-13.00  
 from outside the shop only, so please bring a list with you.   

 

Delivery service:  Monday - Friday.   10.00 cut-off  for same-day delivery 

To place orders please email: shoporders@hambledonsurrey.co.uk.  
 

Post Office:  Monday – Friday, 09.30-12.30 

 

All current at the time of going to press, but could be subject to change after 2 December    
 

Please see hambledonvillageshop.co.uk for the most up-to-date information  
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Absolute Beauty Clinic    
 

 

Paula Pankhurst,  
Mobile Beauty Therapist, Beauty & Product Advisor  
 

With over 18 year’s experience, I offer COVID secure 
beauty treatments in your own home. Including waxing, 
manicures, pedicures, Shellac, lash tinting/lifting, spray 
tanning, facials, Crystal Clear microdermabrasion, mas-
sage, Lava Shells & body treatments. Visor & respirator 
mask warn for treatments, to give peace of mind. 
(Subject to Government Guidance) 

Full range of professional products available. 
Crystal Clear Skincare, Forever Living Products (the 
aloe Vera company, health, wellness, personal care, 
skincare, sports & fitness, weight management, supple-
ments & more) CND, (Creative Nail Design) Footlogix, 
(the world’s first & only pediceutical range of foot care 
products) & others including luxury, aromatherapy based 
bath & home scents products, made to bring the spa 
feeling home.  

Let me be your personal shopper, whether for 
you or a loved one. I can customise gift/skincare boxes 
to match perfectly to your wants/needs. Purchases can 
be delivered locally or sent to a loved one’s home. Shop 
online or directly through me, for that personal customer 
service and advice.  

 

Contact me on : 07828 565690 

paula@absolutebeautyclinic.co.uk  

www.facebook.com/absolutebeautyclinic/ 
https://absolute-beauty-clinic.sumup.link/ 
https://thealoeveraco.shop/1bvun 

https://crystalclear.co.uk/?ref=paula%40   
  absolutebeautyclinic.co.uk 

Puzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle Solutions    

Sudoku  
 

  Easy                                Intermediate 

Crossword  Word Search    

Silent 
Night 

Loved 
Carol 

Austria 
 

First  
Sung 
Stille 

Nacht 
Heilige 

 

Christmas 
Eve  

Father 
Joseph 

Mohr 
 

Young  
Priest 

Organist 
Midnight 

Mass 
 

Melody 
Single 

Bing 
Version 

Third 


