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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 

 

Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 

                                                   simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org 

 

Associate Vicar The Rev Simon Willetts  01483 421267 

                                                simon.willetts@bhcgodalming.org 

 

Assistant Vicar  The Rev David Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road, Godalming, GU7 1TG                   
 

 

Curate  The Rev David Preece 01483 421267 

                                                 david.preece@bhcgodalming.org 

 

Churchwarden Mrs Frances Duffell  01428 692990  
 Benchmark Cottage, Petworth Road  
 Witley, Godalming, GU8 5QW  

  

Churchwarden Derek Pearsall 01483 612684 

 39 Admiral Way, Godalming, GU7 1QN 

  

Assistant Churchwarden David Chadwick, Little Beeches 01252 702268 

 14 Springhill, Elstead, GU8 6EL  

 

Pastoral Assistant Mrs Jacqui Rook 01428 684390 

 1 Hambledon Park, Hambledon, GU8 4ER  

 

 

Pastoral Assistant Alan Harvey 01483 423264  
 35 Maplehatch Close, Godalming, GU7 1TQ 

 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid       Andrew Dunn 01428 482113  
             The Cottage, Lane End, Hambledon, GU8 4HD   

 

 

Sunday Services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,  shown on page 5. 
 

 

The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.   
Details from Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267 

 

Alpha details and information from:  Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267  
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  contact Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office  
01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm) 
 

Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued, please contact the Church Wardens 

 

The Rector and the Associate Vicar are normally off duty on Fridays 

 

The nearest Roman Catholic churches are: 

St Teresa of Avila, Chiddingfold, 
     (Fr Irek Stadler, 01428 643877) ;  
St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming, and  
St Joseph’s, Milford (Fr Jonathan How, 01483 416880) 
 

 

 

TO SUBSCRIBE AND TO HAVE THE MAGAZINE 

DELIVERED for £7.50 per year,  

PLEASE CONTACT   

MARY PARKER 

Telephone 01428 682545 

 

 

 

Copy deadline for the  

April magazine is 

Thursday 18 March 

 

Please send your copy to 

Jane Woolley 

Cobblers, Woodlands Road 

Hambledon GU8 4HL 

01428 684213 

email: j.woolley881@btinternet.com 

 

Advertisers, please contact 
Emma Dunn,  
The Cottage, Lane End 

Hambledon, GU8 4HD  
01428 482113  
email: em-whitehead@hotmail.com 

  Cover Design by John Whittall  
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 Rector’s Reflections – March  

M 

y marking of time has a new memory. We’re used to marking time. We do this with birthdays, 
anniversaries, facebook memory settings and so much more.  
 

This time last year I came down with an illness that hit me so powerfully that I labelled it: ‘the 
beast’.  It briefly gave me insights into my own mortality and just how precious, fleeting and fragile the 
beauty of a God-given life is. 

 

I can pinpoint the moment I knew the darkness meant all was not well; but here I am, one year on 
and able to look back. I am waiting, like all of us, for the ending. It may be a long-awaited ending, of 
mixed emotions, of restlessness; waiting in hope and longing; but also waiting in loss and pain.  

 

Some of us will be waiting with memories of loss of family, friends, loved ones, time or energy. 
For some the end will be gradual and there will be on-going smaller endings of learning to cope in new 
ways or steps into recovery. Some will already be in endings of changed lives or livelihoods and        
uncertain futures. 

 

In my waiting I have watched far more TV than ever before.  
One film was ‘The Never Ending Story’ (1984, remade in the 1990s). It’s the story of a dark force 

called The Nothing which seeks to engulf the World. Something in the theme resonated for me and this 
is why we’ve taken ‘Long Awaited Ending’ as our church theme for Easter. 

 

We’re waiting for the end to restrictions, distance relationships and lack of community and the end 
of this phase of the amazing vaccine effort; but as a Christian I know that there is another ending. It is 
the ending longed for in Scripture across generations and it is the defeat of the darkness of evil. The  
ending which arrives at Easter is the resurrection of Jesus and by placing my trust in Him I know that 
my mortality is only fleeting because eternity beckons. 

 

This Easter, please join us on Palm Sunday by collecting a Palm Cross from the box  in the church 
porch in the days beforehand. You don’t need to be particularly religious to take one. I’m 
inviting you to put it in a window or on a gate post in our lovely neighbourhood as a sign of 
the end coming and hope returning.   It’s an invitation to help all who see it be assured that 
the end has come and is coming.  

 

There is hope for tomorrow and in it I invite you to remember that yours is a precious 
God-given life.  Easter means the waiting is over and we have a new life to live which takes 
us to the end of time (Daniel 12:4). 

 

 

Simon Taylor, Rector, 
Hambledon and Busbridge 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,   March 2021,   Page 5 

YouTube    YT   or        Zoom   Z 
  from Busbridge Church YT 

Heritage  (BCP) Online YT 

FUSE all age service,  
with posy making. 

    9.00 am 

 

      10.15 am 

 

             

Classic Service  &  
 

Contemporary  both live 
from Busbridge  

  Hambledon Morning Prayer Z           9-9.30 am  Wednesday 24th March  

 

Easter Day service   YT    9.00 am 

 

          

4th April 
Easter Sunday  

  9.00 am 

   10.15 am 

 

          

 Classic Service  &  
Contemporary both live 

from Busbridge  

7th March 

4th Sunday in Lent  

28th March 

Palm Sunday  

* clocks go forward!  

Wednesday 10th March        Hambledon Morning Prayer Z               9.30-10 

       9-9.30 am  Wednesday 31st March 

Maunday Thursday 1April   Holy Week Reflections  Z               8.00 pm  

Wednesday 3rd March Hambledon Morning Prayer Z               9.30-10 am  

 

We are pleased to announce that the 9AM Heritage Service is now being broadcast live on YouTube from 
Hambledon Church on Sundays    Go to youtube.com/bhcgodalmingonline or use the QR code. 

All relies on volunteers to help Rev Simon Willetts with the broadcast i.e. to set up & record on camera, check the 
broadcast runs through the service, instructions provided.  Can you volunteer to help once a month?  

We hope soon to broadcast other services.  
Hambledon & Busbridge Churches are open for private prayer daily 9.30am-4.30pm. 

 (Full COVID-19 health & safety in place).  Our ministry is also continuing online, and in the community.  
Zoom sign up 946-391-4833, Usual Passcode;   YouTube via youtube.com/bhcgodalmingonline  

 

For more information, see the website or contact the church office, on 01483 421267. 
The latest details are on:  www.bhcgodalming.org. All subject to change in the general situation.  

 

Keep in touch with Hambledon congregations at 10am on Sundays via Zoom (see above). 

    

CHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDAR    
March 2021March 2021March 2021March 2021    

 14th March 

  4th Sunday in Lent  
Mothering Sunday           

Saturday 20th March             virtual Prayer Breakfast          9.30 am All are welcome. A time to 
              via Zoom  bhcgodalming.org       meet together for prayer  

   9.00 am 

 

            10.15 am 

 

 

21st March 

Passion Sunday  

Heritage & Busbridge Classic 
combined service Online YT 

Classic Service &  
Contemporary  live 

from Busbridge  

 Heritage  (BCP) Online YT 
 

 

 Heritage  & Busbridge Classic  

  combined service YT 
 

Messy Church on Zoom 

Wednesday 17th March        Hambledon Morning Prayer Z               9.30-10 

  Hambledon Morning Prayer Z  

Good Friday 2nd April Good Friday Service    YT             10.00 am 

  Organ playing to accompany private prayer in Hambledon Church     12-1 pm 

Mon 29-Wed 31March   Holy Week Reflections  Z              8.00 pm

 

Easter Saturday: 10am Launch of Great Busbridge & Hambledon Easter Egg Hunt, running in  
Easter holidays, a trail around Hambledon to find clues to the treasure chest of eggs.  Crack the code  
to collect your egg ! Join Zoom launch Easter Saturday, 10 am for instructions and the first clue.  
Maps will be given to pupils at BJS and BIS at the end of term too!  Use the QR for more info. 

9.00 am* 

10.15 am*    

    946-391-4833  

BHC Public Room  usual passcode  
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       The challenge, said Margot, is 
how can we begin to live in the light 
of forgiveness as we journey to  
Easter. 
 

 

 

 

 Fran Duffell continued with 
prayers she had written and recorded 
from her home.  
  

S 

imon Willets, the vicar of Hambledon,         

introduced this first Live stream Service. To get 

where we are now has taken a lot of hard work. 

Simon thanked Liz Cooke, the former Church Warden, 

and her husband Richard who got the broadband    

connections organised. And then all the technical 

equipment had to be put in place and got up and     

running, with Jacob Taylor, son of the Rector, working 

hard to achieve this.  

For Simon and others it meant a steep learning 

curve.  On the day Dan Duffell, husband of Fran, one 

of the two present Church Wardens, worked behind 

the scene while Simon lead the service with Margot 

Spencer giving the sermon. 

This service, as on any Ash Wednesday,        

involved making the sign of the cross on every-

body’s forehead using ashes. This year had to be a 

bit more inventive with people doing this at home. 

The ashes are a powerful symbol of death and     

repentance.  

Lent is a time of preparation to walk the road 

to Easter, a time to remember what Jesus has done 

for us on the Cross. During Lent Christians show 

repentance of their sins. 

In her semon Margot Spencer talked about the 

sign of the cross on the forehead which marks the 

forgiveness of Jesus of the wrongs we have done. 

This does not mean that sins don’t matter, but that 

God puts them aside.  

 

 

Live Streaming Church Live Streaming Church Live Streaming Church Live Streaming Church     

Making history with the first-ever live stream Hambledon Church  
Service, 17 February the Ash Wednesday Church Service could be  
seen on YouTube, as reported by Jacqueline Hindley 

The next live stream services from Hambledon Church are on YouTube on Sundays 
 at 9am (Heritage Service), all to be found on the Church website:  www.bhcgodalming.org 
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D 

uring this lockdown, Fran says, we have found     
ourselves on yet more walks.  This time around our 
wellies have been very useful!  

We are lucky to have so many nice places to walk 
around here.  

Of course the rest of the time is staying at home. We’ve 
been enjoying the children’s activities available from      
Hambledon and Busbridge church.  

Some Sunday mornings we’ve joined the children’s 
group zoom which includes great stories, songs and crafts – 

most recently learning to 
make the lovely pop-up 
book   Isaac is holding in 
the photo. We’ve been 
making some other crafts 
as well including Chinese 
New Year dragons and a 
flapping barn owl, also 
pictured. Dilly likes 
drawing:  she does quite a 
lot of it, so I  suggested 
she drew the church 
(there’s a picture of that 
too).  

    We are looking 
forward to an easing of 
restrictions at some point 
but in the meantime 
we’re enjoying talking 
about and planning the 
things we’d like to do 
when we will be allowed.  

Creativity in one family Creativity in one family Creativity in one family Creativity in one family     

Fran Duffell, one of the two Hambledon Church Wardens,   
tells of her family's  creativity during the present lockdown.  
What have they been doing? 
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but Hambletots will not run until after this 
lockdown  

Ichthus  
Small Group, 
Tuesdays 7.30-8.45pm  
Anto continues youth 
meetings for years 10 
through 6th form, on 
Zoom. If you would like to 
join us, for an invite 
please email: Anto.Ficatier@bhcgodalming.org    

Hambledon Ladies Breakfast    Ladies: we are sorry that we did not meet  last year, but hopefully 
we will be able to in 2021. All best for a good New Year –  the Ladies Breakfast Team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Come join our virtual Toddler sing along!   
Sessions will be led by Lisa Olsworth-Peter.  
Please email if you would like an invite:    
Lisa.Olsworth-peter@bhcgodalming.org  

   At our February meeting Richard Ashworth gave a highly informative talk about the 

   Godalming and Villages Community Store.  The past year has been extremely hard for  

    a lot of people, from many walks of life.  Richard invited us to visit the Wilfrid Noyce 

                                         Centre to see for ourselves this small supermarket without a checkout.  The Store itself is 

staffed by volunteers: if you feel you’d like to be part of that team, please get in touch with Godalming Town 

Council. He thanked everyone for their generosity in supporting this venture. See page 10 for more. 
 

On Thursday 4 March  we’re delighted that Ceri Apark is now able to do her presentation for us via Zoom . 

We can look forward to learning about her amazing experiences and seeing some wonderful photos of her five 

weeks walking the Camino de Santiago de Compostela, in Spain.  Maybe 

you’ll be inspired to follow in her footsteps?  Fingers crossed that we might 

be able to travel again later this year. 

This will be a free Zoom meeting starting at 8pm, but you’re invited to join 

from 7.45pm so you’ll have a chance to chat with others.  We look forward to 

seeing you.   BHC Public Personal Room:  946 391 4833 (Usual Passcode). 

 

All are welcome to Nexus Zoom events, including men!   
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Update & Save the Dates    We all deserve a party. 
 

Saturday 19 June 2021.  

The good news is that we think it will be possible to host a one day, safe, outdoor village 

event with live music, other entertainment, plentiful 

food and drink on the Cricket Green. 

                                  

In addition we hope to hold the  

Hambledon Village Shop BBQ on Saturday 28 

August 2021    

More details will follow.  

 

Hambledon Midsummer Festival is postponed 

until midsummer 2022.  

Jazz on the Green will take place on Friday 17 June 2022,  

Fete and Summer Ball  

on Saturday 18 June 22,  

Prime Time New!  Regular drop-in and chat sessions.  3.30-4pm 

every Thursday during Lent  (from Thursday 25 February), join 

members of the Prime Time Team on Zoom in the BHC Public Room 

for a chance to chat and catch up with the Team as well as your Prime 

Time friends.  The Zoom Room will be open .  Bring along a cup of tea and piece of 

cake in order to really recreate the authentic Prime Time experience! We look forward to 

welcoming you to this new venture. 

                         

Tuesday 23 March at 2.30pm The Prime Time Quiz 

Back by popular demand, (and inevitably having to be on Zoom again): 

Prime Time Team member Di Drudge will once again be our quiz master for afternoon,     

putting our little grey cells to the test in the way that only Di can, (usually with quite  

hilarious results!).  Join us for an afternoon of fun; yes, it is a quiz – but we are careful never 

to take it too seriously and there will be plenty of laughter and chat along the way. 

For further details, & Zoom joining details, please email primetime@bhcgodalming.org or 

21st at 10.15am via Zoom 

  Join us on Zoom 
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Community Store worksCommunity Store worksCommunity Store worksCommunity Store works    
Town Councillor Richard Ashworth tells the story of this  
store, based at the Wilfred Noyce Centre in Godalming,  
to help the needy.   “No-one should go hungry”, he says. 

T 

he Community Store is a unique project for 

which we have the generosity of the people of 

Godalming and surroundings to thank.  

Covid 19 has pushed so many into poverty or 

near-poverty.  Not only those who have had to live this 

past year on 70% or so of what they were only just 

managing on before but also a whole new group which 

includes families who were doing okay, people unused 

to the benefit system and those with serious mortgages 

and regular bills.  

Just this week I was told by the Store manager – 

a council employee – about a woman who had not 

eaten for two days because she and her husband could 

not both keep the house warm and feed the kids. She 

cried when she was told she could just help herself to 

whatever they needed.  No questions asked. 

The Store is a small supermarket with no check-

out.  Fresh food, in-date groceries, household products, 

personal hygiene products and much more. And no-

body pays: only a call for an appointment is needed.  

We have an arrangement with the Citizens’   

Advice Bureau to help our customers claim any     

benefits to which they are entitled; but we serve them 

regardless. Currently the Store is supporting around 60 

families, the highest number to date. We’ve sourced 

thousands of family meals in the year we’ve been in 

existence. And the numbers are still growing.  

How is the Store supplied?  The Trolley Tuesday 

initiative means that a dozen or so locations around 

Godalming host a supermarket trolley between 9 and 

11 every Tuesday.  What the Store requires for        

distribution is shared via its Facebook page by      

Monday.  There are also Street Champions who place 

a collection box on their drive or doorstep during the 

week.  Amongst others, Waitrose and Acorn have been 

very generous, as have Sainsbury and others. The 

Woolsack Rotary has been extremely helpful, as well 

as The Star at Witley.  If anything has to be bought in, 

the Town Clerk often personally goes to Costco and 

buys what is needed. Sometimes this just means fresh 

(rather than packaged) food.  During the summer, local 

allotment holders donated their produce. 

The Store is staffed by volunteers, a dozen or so 

working in shifts, risking their own health as little as 

possible. It is housed in the Wilfrid Noyce Centre in 

Crown Court, central Godalming, and is currently 

open by appointment on weekdays between 10.30 and 

12.30.  In December the volunteers were out on the 

High Street selling tickets for the Grand Draw,       

rescuing Christmas for many families with stockings, 

vouchers, hampers and selections of age-specific gifts. 

During the recent school meals fiasco the volunteers 

made up packed lunches while the Mayor of           

Godalming, Penny Rivers, rang every head teacher   

she could get hold of.  No child in GU7 went hungry 

as far as we know.  

One of the common questions is: “Won’t people 

take the mickey?”  It was established early on that we 

would rather be ripped off than have a single person go 

hungry; and we have stuck to that.      

How did all this come together? There has      

always been support for the hungry at the Cellar Café, 

the Godalming Fridge, the Farncombe Day Centre and 

also, of course, the St Mark’s Food Bank with whom 

we have worked closely throughout.  But none of these 

was equipped to deal with the sheer numbers.   

There are several ongoing considerations. 

Supply. A steady stream of goods has been main-
tained. Godalming residents have been incredibly  
generous but the time may come when the flow slows 
up.  If you are in a position to add to the supply chain, 
please let us know. 
Staff.  Godalming Town Council has placed a senior 
employee in the Wilf.   She is the overall manager; the 
rest of the staff are volunteers.  If you feel that       
becoming one is a way in which you could assist, just 
let us know. 
Funds. Enough for our present needs has been raised 
via the Just Giving Page on the Corona Virus Support 
Group’s Facebook page. That does not mean the Store 
is secure: any contribution you can make is very    
welcome.  Essentially we are saving up for when we 
have to find  other premises.  
Publicity.  Who’s missing out?  We need to make sure 
that those who need to know about the Store do know. 
 Premises.  For the time being the Store is housed at 
the Wilfrid Noyce Centre which is a principal source 
of income to Godalming Town Council.  Town     
councils had been starved of funds by successive   
governments before any of this.  Their halls cannot be 
hired out at the moment, but this will change some-
time. Then we will need serious money to move  
somewhere else.  The Store may then cease to be a 
shoestring operation. 

 No-one should go hungry: no child and no adult. 

It’s not so yet. But we can make it so. 

For more details phone 01483 523575 or go to 
godalming-tc.gov.uk/community-store where locations 
for the Tuesday mornings drop-off centres are        
displayed (including Busbridge Church and Milford 
Village Hall), together with what goods are needed 
and how to become a volunteer.   Donations can be 
made on our Just Giving page: www.justgiving.com/
campaign/GodalmingCommunitystore. 
*shortlisted for a BBC Volunteer Award. 
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W 

hen the 
first lock 
down hit 

we just didn’t 
know what to   
expect;  but the 
brilliant shop teams 
pulled up their 
socks and delivered  
supplies to every-
one who requested 
the   service. We 
saw many volun-
teers   driving their 
‘vans’ around the village and bringing cheer to all 
those who were housebound.  

Later in the year we were able to ‘eat out to help 
out’ and of course the shop joined in hanging bunting 
around the picnic tables to create a designated area.  

Service with a smile was the mantra: on and on 
the shop went. Whatever was thrown at us, the teams 
remained determined to show us their spirit. 

We couldn’t hold the usual Christmas Eve carols 
and this was sorely missed. Also, we were unable to 

browse Christmas goodies and cards 
inside the shop, so naturally the shop 
came out to us. 

However, we are coming into  
spring again and can see a light at the 
end of the tunnel  - hurrah!  Bron  was 
not backward in letting us all know 
that we could be optimistic with her 
marvellous window display for     
Valentine’s day. 

     Moving on 
… well, 2021 has already spread 
its wings and Martin says that the 
snow and the ‘beast from the 
east’ meant that logs, kindling 
and hearty soups were in high 
demand. It’s lucky for us that 
we’ve had the shop to help us 
through these cold months.  
        Don’t forget Mothering 

Sunday, or Mother’s Day nowadays, on Sunday 14 
March.  Then we’ll be in full swing for the Easter 
weekend on 2-5 April. The shop has stocked copious 
goodies for both events: Mother’s Day cards, lovely 
yummy chocs and Rosemary’s  posies which are likely 
to include uplifting spring flowers. The shop also has 
all the ingredients needed to bake the traditional     
Simnel cake – but for those who prefer, Jane Cookman 
has used her ever-popular recipe to produce these for 
you to buy.  

As for Easter ... at the time of going to press, who 
knows what we will be able to do – meet family and 
friends??  The shop will be stocked for whatever the 
circumstances: Easter eggs galore (Green & Blacks, 
Lindt, etc – the favs for Mums, Dads, Grannies, Grand-
pa’s), Mars and Aero for children (large and small) and 
the ever-popular packets of mini eggs. There will be 
Easter cards and a full range of specialty cuts of meat 
(lamb anyone, with mint sauce?), not forgetting the 
veggie options.  Remember, the shop needs a couple of 
days to procure your meat requirements so early     
ordering would be appreciated.  Martin adds that there 
will be an assortment of wines and soft drinks to      
accompany your Easter Sunday lunch.  

Lastly for this month, but certainly not least, 
Bron mentions that various fresh salads will be made  
daily and early spring fruit and veg will be coming on 
stream – she’s just waiting for a few blue skies (aren’t 
we all?). Candy pink rhubarb, purple sprouting       
broccoli and celeriac will continue for a while (why 
not check out the Pickled Pears recipes on page 15)?  
She also reminds us that there’ll be a new cinnamon 
bun and ciabatta from the Sodt bakery at weekends and 
that hot cross buns will be coming in daily from 20 
March. 

And finally, the Post Office is now open on   
Monday – Saturday inclusive, from 09.30 to 12.30.   

A (very long) year on ...  A (very long) year on ...  A (very long) year on ...  A (very long) year on ...      

It’s hard to believe that a year ago this month we went into lock-
down number one, with all the challenges and adaptations that this 
village has had to come to terms with. Here are a few reminders. 

The Village Shop 
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It’s mostly about trafficIt’s mostly about trafficIt’s mostly about trafficIt’s mostly about traffic    

Lane End remains the main problem.  At present it’s a three-mile  
diversion through Milford if you normally access the village from the 
A283 (and that includes everyone living along Lane End).  More poly- 

tunnels at Tuesley Farm could mean more traffic along Markwick Lane. 

H 

ambledon Parish Council convened via Zoom 
call on 2 February to discuss village issues, 
planning, maintenance, speeding and traffic.   

Waverley Borough Cllr Jan Floyd-Douglass   
reported that there had been an increase in garage and 
shed thefts in Waverley. The advice was to be vigilant 
and to ensure that outdoor storage areas were locked.  
She also confirmed that the formal consultation on the  
Haslemere Neighbourhood Plan would run from 5  
February until 19 March. 

Turning to planning matters, the meeting noted 
that the Parish Council’s comments on Waverley’s 
Local Plan Part Two had been submitted . 

Councillors reviewed a planning application for a 
carport at 3 Warren Lane, changes to drawings and the 
roofline of the garage at Sawmill Cottage and a        
Certificate of Lawfulness for change of use from a    
garage to habitable accommodation at Witts End.  
They objected to additional extensions proposed at 
Lake Barn, 6 Warren Lane.   

The Tuesley Farm application to increase the 
number of polytunnels was discussed. It was acknowl-
edged that their  more permanent nature would create a 
visual impact.  Fruit farming was becoming more   
intensive but was preferrable to potential alternatives.  
The increase in HGV traffic was a concern and the 
figures quoted by the Hall Hunter Partnership were 
queried.  Generally, more traffic was already making 
its way to Milford via Markwick Lane and Salt Lane 
and this would increase in the future with additional 
local developments.  Support for a rural business and 
employment was, however, acknowledged and it was 
decided broadly to support the application – but with a 
request for conditions, particularly relating to traffic.  

 It was noted that the application for  rebuilding 
Hambledon Lodge had been refused at appeal by the 
Planning Inspectorate and that the application for an 
American Barn at Tigbourne Farm had been with-
drawn. 

Cllr McKeith confirmed that Colin Rapley had 
been working on the ditches in parts of the village. The 
culvert on Rock Hill was blocked, causing water run-

off down to The Merry Harriers.  This had been      
reported to Surrey County Council and Cllr McKeith 
would report back when he had an up-date.   

The Parish Council remained in regular contact 
with SGN about the gas pipe replacements along Lane 
End and continued to request increased accessibility 
for residents.  Work was on target:  the first 100 metres 
of new mains had been commissioned and the up-

grading of individual service pipes to properties was 
due to be completed by the end of February.  Better 
signage had been installed to ensure that diversions and 
road closures were more obvious to drivers and follow-

up maintenance work along Malthouse Lane had been 
put on hold until further notice.  However, despite  

continued requests that the road be opened, under   
traffic light control or at weekends and evenings, SGN 
had stated unequivocally that complete closure would 
remain in place throughout the period of the work, in 
accordance with Health and  Safety regulations. 

Cllr Payne had collected the new noticeboard for 
the Hydestile Crossroads which would be installed in 
the coming weeks.  If anyone requires access to the 
cabinet, please get in contact with Cllr Payne who will 
have a key.   

Cllr Grove reported that the Village Hall was 
looking to replace the current windows with uPVC 
ones which would be more energy efficient and last 
longer than timber.  Application for a grant had been 
made to Waverley’s Strategic Community Infrastruc-
ture Levy (CIL) fund to cover the works. 

Cllr Payne reported that the Nursery School had 
closed one classroom because of reduced staff and 
pupil numbers.  Both classrooms were due to be 
opened after half-term.  Councillors thanked the staff 
and Trustees for all their hard work and efforts to keep 
the school open. 

Cllr Sinnott confirmed that the Hambledon    
Village Festival Committee had met to discuss            
possibilities for replacing the 2021 Festival:  these  
included a fete on 19 June and  a music event and   
August BBQ.  The Committee will need to evaluate the 
risks and restraints depending on covid restrictions at 
the time.  

Cllr Grove reported that Surrey Police and High-
ways were considering a speed trap between Phillips 
Garage and Wormley Hill in the future: “So, be 
warned!”  She also reported that Mr. Cannon of Surrey 
Police Road Safety and Traffic Management had     
confirmed that more speed data were required in      
various areas of the village in order to support the   
potential reduction in the speed limit.  This would be 
progressed by SCC.  Speedwatch volunteer numbers, 
although low, would be carrying out more sessions in 
the future.   

No further information was presently available 
on the Traffic Destination Survey at Hydestile. 

As always, if any of the Parish Councillors or the 
Clerk can be of any assistance to you at this time, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

All Parish Council business, including meeting 
minutes and current agenda, can be found in the      
Organisations section of the village website –  
www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk.  This also contains   
information on what to do in the face of adverse  
weather conditions and covid-19 instructions.  Please 
contact the Clerk if you have any concerns at clerkof-
hpc@outlook.com. 

Please also note that Parish meetings are still 
being convened via Zoom rather than at the Village 
Hall.   

 

Hambledon 

Parish Council 
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More measures neededMore measures neededMore measures neededMore measures needed    

Last month the magazine described the efforts by the Friends of Hydons 
Ball to prevent damage caused by a small number of mountain bikers.  
But more needs to be done, as Stewart Payne reports. 

M 

ountain bikers have again caused damage and 
destruction at Hydons Ball by creating a 
downhill track on private land, cutting down 

trees, excavating earthworks and making jumps and 
banks. 

Last month the magazine reported on widespread 
concern expressed by the National Trust and local  
people after tracks for high-speed downhill mountain 
biking were created on the flanks of Hydons Ball.  
Volunteers, backed by the NT, closed off the tracks 
using piles of branches to block the course and       
removed artificially-made banks and troughs. 

It was made clear this was the work of  a thought-
less minority and that the majority of bikers adhere to 
established bridleways to enjoy their recreation. 

However, evidence has emerged that this       
countryside vandalism has not stopped. Three down-

hill tracks, sharing the same starting point, have been 
created on an area known as The Tolt.  This cannot be 
seen from any public footpath. 

The land is owned by the Parker family and Tim 
Parker contacted Hambledon Parish Council to alert it 
to the issue and to seek advice.  Police have visited the 
site and offered suggestions on how to deal with the 
problem.  Action is to be taken. 

In the meantime, Stewart Payne, on behalf of the 
council, visited The Tolt and took photographs.  On 
one occasion a cyclist, who appeared to be aged in his 
20s, was present and attempted to dissuade inspection. 
It was clear that every effort had been made to keep the 
site hidden. It is on the western side of The Tolt, a 
small hill on the edge of Hydons Ball, and uses slopes 
that cannot be seen from any public right of way. 

Stewart found a plastic bag full of tools (see   
opposite photo) that had been used to cut down trees 
and branches and to dig banks and excavate troughs.   
It was hidden under a pile of branches and the tools   
included an axe, various loppers, a spade and a shovel. 

 Large holes 
have been dug and 
the soil used to  
create banks and 
jumps. Some of the 
earthworks have 
been shored up with 
the use of felled   
branches; and it was 
clear that some  
considerable time 
and effort had been 
put in to making the 
tracks.  

 Litter which  
included discarded 
water bottles was 
found and there was 
a chair for a marshal 
or spectator to use.   

The Parker family does not prevent a path on the 
opposite side of The Tolt being used by the public, 
even though it is on private land.  However, the bike 
track was an understandable concern. 

The NT has reported that the problem caused by 
a minority of mountain bikers in search of downhill 
thrill rides is a national one and has been exacerbated 
during the lockdown.  Locally, the Friends of Hydons 
Ball, a group of volunteers, has successfully blocked 
the tracks on the slopes of the Ball itself. 

Mountain biking activity raises several important 
issues. The tracks are not on public paths so are an 
incursion into the countryside, damaging flora and 
fauna. They present a danger to unsuspecting walkers 
and riders, particularly where deep holes have been 
dug.  This raises issues of insurance and liability. 

       The Tolt is steeped in local legend.  It was    
believed that ancient treasure is buried there but cannot 
be searched for because the land  belongs to the Devil. 
In reality, the site has been investigated and evidence 
found of a possible mediaeval human settlement . 
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Of veggies and fruitsOf veggies and fruitsOf veggies and fruitsOf veggies and fruits    

There’s no such thing as conventional cookery when Bron’s in charge.  
This month she shows us how to spice up our broccoli with rhubarb – 
and once we’ve mastered that, how about a rhubarb dal?  Read on,  
and enjoy a whole new range of unexpected textures and flavours. 

T 

he end of February and springing in to March.  

Blue skies and sunny warm days not yet with 

us, still cooking in our kitchens.  Not yet, thank 

heavens, venturing out to my loathed season of the 

English BBQ.    

Broccoli, the most beautiful vegetable.   The fat 

cloud-like trees we get all year giving way to the   

slimmer sprouting spears,  picked long before the buds 

burst and catching the shoots at their most sweet and 

tender.  The long-stemmed willowy heads of the 

sprouting broccoli, fine and elegant on any plate.  

Green, white or purple sprouting broccoli. The turning 

point of winter to spring, crossing the line that you can 

smell and feel before you see it.  A little later this year; 

but it should stay with us till May, by which time we 

are all keen to welcome the pea and the first asparagus.  

Varieties like Rudolph, Bordeaux and red spear.   All 

great funny purple names.   

Don’t overcook the tightly packed shoots –   

maybe even leave the flowery tips out of play till the 

very end.   Gently steam, simmer the stems for a few 

minutes, then plunge the flowers in for only a second 

or two at the end.  Don’t cut them too short and leave 

the leaves on.  All the flavour is in the stem, lightly 

crunchy, vivid green, sweet and juicy. The Chinese and 

Vietnamese barely show broccoli or other greens the 

heat, especially when bathed in that holy trinity of soy,    

garlic and ginger.   

If the purple turns to blackish green mud you’ve 

overcooked it and the promise of flavour has been 

wasted.  Reminding me again of my mother’s cooking 

of vegetables to the death.    

Serve steamed or sautéed with olive oil, lemon, a 

shuffle of chilli flakes and/or garlic.   Dress on a plate 

with another drizzle of olive oil or, my favourite (not 

everyone’s), chopped anchovies or the heroic          

parmesan.   Might end up looking like a frog but the 

flavour is wonderful. I don’t take the leaves off but 

look carefully through for stowaway caterpillars that 

are still sleeping and have missed their stop.    

Broccoli isn’t fussy who it hooks up with on a 

plate.  Meat, fish, pasta; can be a dinner dish in its own 

right.  Up-date the “a la mode” 50’s cauliflower cheese 

by using broccoli instead.   Chunks of our donker rye  

bread, toasted and dunked around the edge of a    

steaming hot bowl of cheesy broccoli, scattered with a 

hat of chilli flakes or roasted pumpkin seeds.   A glass 

of crisp white wine, supper sorted.  I add cayenne   

pepper to my cheese sauces and use gruyere or       

parmesan instead of cheddar.  Blood oranges are still 

around.   A slither of orange zest and a dollop of     

buttery cream or creme fraiche mixed in to sautéed 

broccoli on toasted ciabatta.   Posh toast.   

Broccoli doesn’t hold the heat for long.  Every-

thing must be prepped before the rush to the plate and 

table.  Cold broccoli is an acquired taste.   

I think the batch pot cooking of broccoli and  

cauliflower cheese for the babies almost put the       

children off anything green for life.  One cauliflower 

cheese too many, Ma.  But hidden in a bowl of    

steaming hot creamy pasta, my crusade and obsession 

to get vast amounts of vitamin C and broccoli into the 

children continued without too much hysteria.    

Could never quite do the same with rhubarb;   

had to admit defeat there.   I agree: I disliked it as a 

child too.   But I’ve grown to respect it, if not in a    

dessert but used in savoury dishes.   

Rhubarb.    Other wise know as the pie plant.  A 

refreshing blast of candy pink and crimson, at a time of 

year when every other colour is sleeping.  It’s been in 

our mothers’, our grandmothers’ and Victorian        

kitchens and used in medicine before it landed in the 

pie, fool, crumble, tart or sauce.   

In March the lighter, paler sticks of the forced 

rhubarb stand back to the stouter, darker, more robust 

outdoor-grown stalks, providing us with endless spring 

and summer ideas and dishes.  Not only for the     

crumble: baked with cinnamon and ginger, as a sauce 

with pork, turkey or fish.   

Grilled mackerel and capers. Sautéed purple 

sprouting broccoli and rhubarb sauce. Extraordinary 

mix of flavours – and bold. The colours look great on a 

bright white IKEA plate.   

Mary Prior's book Rhubarbaria has endless ideas 

and recipes.   Who knew you could write a whole book 

on rhubarb cooking?   

Not being one for desserts?  Maybe a slice of a 

good tart tatin or a mountain of cheese.  My palette 

prefers savoury over sweet.   Or maybe, with rhubarb, 

my mother cooked that within an inch of its life too, so 

I stayed well clear.   

I found myself playing with some of last week’s 

sad, death-row rhubarb.  Intent on bringing India to my 

kitchen, as I can’t yet go back to my happy place, I 

popped it into a bubbling dal with its also-death-row 

friend, spinach, and all the spices reminiscent of my 

foody adventures in Sri Lanka.  The recipe is on the 

next page:  it’s a fruity curry that’s  easy to prepare and 

full of flavour.   A two-pot supper and all the          

ingredients available from our big little shop.  Not  

really sure on amounts, especially the spinach:  I’m 

always surprised how much is needed.   
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Business as usualBusiness as usualBusiness as usualBusiness as usual    

For many people, lockdown is a pause to normal working life; but not so at the 
Merry Harriers.   It provides a chance to catch up on the odd jobs;  and it also 
creates opportunities to improve existing projects and even plan some new ones. 

W 

hether we are open or closed there is always 
something that needs doing. Lockdowns for 
us have meant opportunities to take stock of 

our situation and work on improving the things that 
make the Harriers a wonderful place to eat, drink and 
stay.  

The work towards reopening begins almost as 
soon as we close. For those of us on site, this means a 
shift from being chefs and servers to becoming       
gardeners, handymen, painters and decorators. Floors 
have to be varnished, tables polished, walls painted, 
chimneys swept and flowerbeds tidied and planted.  
We have never really got into the mindset of being in a 
lockdown when there is still so much on which to work 
and to which we all look forward. 

Lockdowns may mean more time for the odd jobs 
than we have when we are open, but that does not 
mean that the business side of things remains static. 

Every day we continue to receive 
calls and emails enquiring after 
accommodation, tables in the 
restaurant and llama treks. The 
level of interest and support we 
have received from customers, 
both new and returning, has been 
both touching and encouraging. 
We know how important it is for 
people at the moment to find a 
sense of normality and escapism 
in something as simple as a 
weekend getaway, dining out or 
just going for a dog walk and a 
drink in the pub; and we look 
forward to being able to welcome 

you all back to those simple but special times. 
While looking forward to these familiar comforts 

we also have new projects in the offing, including a 
new menu that Jake and Nick have been developing. 
Working on a special Christmas menu before the    
current lockdown was an opportunity to think         
imaginatively about our dining experience; and they 
have kept this creativity going.  Traditional pub      
classics are, of course, a staple and will continue to be 
so; but they have also been working on a variety of 
seasonal and sophisticated dishes for those looking for 
a more special dining-out experience. We look forward 
to being able to share this with you when we re-open.  

During our current lockdown it can often feel as 
if we are living in a world of uncertainty. But what we 
can tell you for certain is that we are still running the 
business; we are still working on improving it; and 
soon we will be able to work on re-opening our doors.  

Lentil and Rhubarb dal   
 

 

250 gms  basmati or jasmine rice.   Cook in coconut 
milk or with a stick of lemon grass for extra memories 
of Asia   
200 gms rhubarb or 3 largish stalks, washed and 
chopped.  
300 gms red lentils (you can use any really, but not the 
ones you have to pre-soak and cook forever) 
200 gms fresh spinach.  Or 2 of our bags 

2 tsp caster sugar 
2 tsp cinnamon  
2 tbsp Garam Masala  
2 large white onions, finely chopped  
3 cloves garlic, finely chopped  
1 tbsp coconut oil 
Large handful chopped fresh coriander   
 

Cook the rice as per instructions until soft and all the 
water has been absorbed. Set aside but leave the lid on.   

Heat the oil in a deep frying pan.  Add the onion and 
garlic and a little water.   You want the onions to 
sweat and soften.   Don’t let them brown: this will 
make the dish bitter and sour.  The rhubarb is feisty 
enough.   
Add the chopped rhubarb to the pan along with the 
spices, sugar and a good crack of salt and black     
pepper.  Stir well to coat the rhubarb in the spices.   
Now stir in the lentils with about 500 mls of water.   
Increase the heat and bring to a bubble. Let it simmer 
gently until the lentils have cooked down and it     
becomes a creamy thick sauce.  At the very end add 
the spinach and coriander to the curry.   Stir until the 
spinach has wilted but not got slushy.  Taste and    
season.    
Service with the rice, some mango chutney and our 
garlic and coriander naan.   
Top with cubed soaked paneer or tofu if you fancy 
some protein.    
 

 So simple.  Rhubarb in a dal. 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,   March 2021,  Page 16 

E 

very year in January, Action with Communities 
in Rural England (ACRE), which supports and 
advises village halls, celebrates Village Halls’ 

Week.   
This year they have invited village halls all over 

the country to sign their Domesday Book by adding a 
photo of their hall, giving a little bit of its history and 
telling people how they have been managing over the 
past year. 

The entry for Hambledon is reproduced below 
and is abstracted from a more detailed history which 
you can find in the Village Hall pages on the Hamble-
don village website.  If you would like to read about 
other villages’ halls, click on village-halls-domesday-

book-2021.   
We can’t, of course, hold any celebration for  

Village Halls’ Week this year but hope to do so next 
year when we celebrate our Hall’s 120th anniversary. 

National Village Halls’ WeekNational Village Halls’ WeekNational Village Halls’ WeekNational Village Halls’ Week    

The Hall remains closed;  but this hasn’t prevented it from promoting 

its extraordinary array of talents and range of events to the wider world. 
Ruth Canham reports on the past – and on hopes for the future.  

Hambledon Village Hall was built in 1902 as the Hambledon Institute and has been serving 
our small community in the Surrey Hills ever since.  
It provides the village with social activities such as the flower and produce show, the village 
quiz, the Christmas dance, fashion shows and more.  Arts activities include regular              
performances from touring theatre groups (some through NRTF) and regular cinema evenings 
and in 2019 we held our first professional art fair. The hall is a social hub and support for     
children and parents through the toddler group and cubs and it keeps the village active with 
bowls and pilates.  
We had to close during the first lockdown and activities such as Parish Council meetings and 
last year’s art fair, went online. With ACRE’s advice and support (and the hard work of our 
caretaker) we put covid-secure measures in place and were able to re-open in September for 
most of our regular groups.   
We used the quiet time for repairs to the roof and some redecorating and we will soon be     
replacing the windows with double glazed ones to reduce our carbon footprint and improve the 
comfort of the hall.  
We have been completely closed since Christmas but with our active, enthusiastic and        
supportive village we are looking to the future with optimism and are keen to resume our usual 
activities when we can. 
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Still in (virtual) businessStill in (virtual) businessStill in (virtual) businessStill in (virtual) business    

At the time of writing sadly The Clockhouse remains closed for normal activities. 
But, as Trustee Rachel Bray reports, everyone is really keen to welcome people 
back as soon as it is safe.  Until then please remember:  HANDS, FACE, SPACE. 

E 

velyn, our manager, with the help of Alison, a 
trustee, and Suzanne, a new volunteer, have 
been busy contacting our members and         

volunteers to ensure that they are keeping well and 
offering them a friendly ear and advice for any       
problems. Evelyn has also been compiling a list of 
those who have received a covid vaccination and we 
are delighted that the majority, if not all, have now 
received their first jab.   

It is important to remember that the vaccination 
does not stop someone from catching the virus; but it 
does give people protection from serious illness and 
this protection will be even greater after receiving the 
second vaccination. 

 We are keeping a watch on the number of active 
cases in the area and as soon as we feel it is safe we 
aim to restart our Support Group; although we will 
continue to limit the number attending to 14 in order to 
comply with social distancing and to keep everyone, 
including members, volunteers and our staff, safe. 

Evelyn is in The Clockhouse on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays and our foot clinic is still 
open on Thursdays for pre-booked appointments via 
Freja (07957 383033); although sadly our hairdresser 
cannot have any clients yet, in line with government 
rules. 

For avid readers we have a library of about 700 
books which are for sale at £1 each.  If you have     
internet access you can browse the library by visiting 
www.clockhouse.org.uk.  If you find something      
suitable, please call 01483 420668 to organise a time to 
visit.  Otherwise do call in when Evelyn is present to 
look for yourself.  

Our 100 Club was a great success last year.  
Tickets are now on sale for 2021 at £15 each. These 
can be bought either by calling The Clockhouse on 
01483 420668 or by visiting www.clockhouse.org.uk. 
There are four draws each year – spring, summer,   
autumn and winter – with at least one £50 prize per 
drawer plus two seasonal or additional prizes.  So 
please support us by purchasing a ticket. 

Thank you to those who have supported our Bag 
2 School fundraising effort. We are again accepting 
bags of clean clothes, linen, towels, shoes, belts and 
bags so, if you are having a clear-out, please call to 
organise when to drop off the bags . 

Please contact The Clockhouse if you know of 
anyone whom you feel may benefit from our support. 
Although we are not open at present we are still very 
much here to offer advice.  Our phone line messages 
and email (manager@clockhouse.org.uk) are checked 
regularly. 

Hambledon Village Hall held its ‘virtual’ AGM on Thursday 11 February.   
For the first time in many years the AGM was attended by six members of 
the public  - ( virtually)!  Honorary Secretary Paul Vacher reports. 
 

R 

uth Canham (Chair) reported on a strange year 
in the life of the Hall.  Due to covid, few events 
had taken place and a series of lockdowns had 

resulted in disruption for the few regular  activities.  
However, on the positive side Martyn Grove 
(caretaker/committee member) had undertaken the 
redecoration of the toilets and entrance porch, along 
with making the Hall covid-secure with the requisite 
signage and sanitisers, etc.  

 Ruth advised that the Committee was planning 
to replace the Hall windows in the coming year.      
Potential contractors and costs had been identified and 
the work was now subject to grant aid being made 
available. She also noted that Julie Steele had stood 
down from the Committee and thanked her for her 
years of commitment to the Hall. 

Amy Kase-Lewington (Treasurer) reported on 
the year’s finances.  Whilst general income for the 
year was down, the overall position was healthy as a 
result of local council (covid) grants and donations. 
Nevertheless the Hall still had to cover fixed costs 
such as rates/insurance and electricity. 

The Management Committee is now comprised 
of the following:  
Ruth Canham (Chair)  
Paul Stone (Vice-Chair)  
Amy Kase-Lewington (Treasurer) 
Carole Davis (Bookings) 
Anthea Edwards, Karen Massey, Ron Vickery, Mary 
Grove (Parish Council representative), Martyn Grove, 
Martin Thompson (Shop representative) and Tig  
Durrant (Hambledon Festival representative). 

What’s happening at ... What’s happening at ... What’s happening at ... What’s happening at ...     

The Village Hall The Village Hall The Village Hall The Village Hall     
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Spicing up your footstepsSpicing up your footstepsSpicing up your footstepsSpicing up your footsteps    

It’s amazing what a difference the lengthening days, not to mention dramatic 
changes in the weather, can make to the scenery.  So join Helena in keeping  
your eyes peeled as you walk around some of the local paths:  you could be in for 
some big surprises. 

T 

here’s not much to report from the Ramblers 
since we are somewhat restricted in wandering 
far from home (and often alone)!  Indeed, this 

has led some to complain of boredom and monotony 
with their daily routines and outdoor exercise.  So this 
article will focus on what we can do to add a little 
spice to our walks. 

The photos I take on my mobile phone have   
allowed me to review the same scenes over the weeks 
and to notice the small, although sometimes quite    
dramatic, changes in 
nature. The snow and 
frost we had over several 
days cast a spell over the 
lakes and woodland.   
Some places became 
more accessible on foot 
because of the frozen 
ground.  Rather than 
wading past the lake  
opposite Enton Hall, I 
crunched my way over 
the icy puddles to look 
for the snowdrops which 
always appear in       
February near Boggy 
Lodge.  I noticed that I could easily make my way over 
the stream behind the cottage without filling my boots 
with muddy water; so I changed course, heading up the 
hill to the West Surrey fairway. The catkins were in 
full bloom and the views from the 18th hole could be 

enjoyed with no 
fear of being hit 
by flying golf-
balls.  
      We may be 
familiar with 
certain well-
trodden paths 
but changing 
direction and 
reading others’     
descriptions of 
the same area 
in different 
seasons can 
pique interest in 
the natural  
habitat and 
local     history: 
what trees, 

plants and wildlife might be encountered; observing 
the geology of the landscape and the archaeological 
remains of once-thriving industries; taking note of  
ancient cart tracks, field boundaries and old houses.  

There are various 
publications by people 
who have lived among 
us and shared this type 
of knowledge.  Audrey 
Monk’s leaflets A Walk 
in Hambledon (5 1/2 
miles) and Around the 
Village  (3 miles)     
provide informative and 
beautifully illustrated 
route maps.  Walking on 
Glass: 20 historic walks 
around Waverley 
(David Simmons & Glyn Evans, 1994) is an interesting 
read.  While these are no longer in print, photocopies 
of Audrey’s leaflets can be   requested through the 
Village Shop where you can also buy copies of the 
Oaktree series of walking/cycling maps and The Walks 
near Godalming. 

Chris Rogers reminded me about Witley Parish 
Council’s Walks on the Web (Witley-pc.gov.uk), some 
of which he devised himself. These are up-dated as 
necessary and can be downloaded and printed.        
Fancyfreewalks.com provides a useful reference for 
planning our Ramblers jaunts, not only close to home 
but in the surrounding counties.  Instructions are clear 
and include insightful foot-notes and advice about  
terrain, start points and watering-holes (pubs and cafes 
- what are those?)! 

Whatever the weather, let’s get outside, learn 
about and appreciate what we have on our door-step. 
Despite the lack of 
company, the  
exercise is always 
more enjoyable 
knowing more 
about what there is 
to see around us 
and spotting the 
signs of changing 
seasons.  The sight 
of the first snow-
drops at St. Peter’s 
Church and the 
swathes on the 
bank near the foot-
path by Chart  
Cottage certainly 
lifted our spirits.  
Thank you, Stephen for clearing the undergrowth so 
that they could be seen in all their glory!  
Further details on future walks from Helena Hockridge  
helena@kis-solutions.co.uk;  01428 684325 or 07768 
548099. 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,   March 2021,   Page 19 

Snow much funSnow much funSnow much funSnow much fun    

T 

here was just so much to do!  First of all the 

children made snow castles and coloured snow 

cakes using powder paint. 

Then they made footprints in the snow and     

enjoyed creating pathways with spades and brushes 

and tracks with toy 

trucks and tractors. 

  They looked for 

the prints left by      

animals overnight, 

which included those 

of the rabbits, robins 

and deer that had come 

into the nursery     

garden.  The children 

made their own snow-

men and they found 

resources to make 

eyes, noses, buttons 

and even hair!  

We managed to go sledging too in the nursery 

garden, using the natural slope of the grassy area to 

slide down on kitchen tea trays.   

There was lots of fun to be had with the snow 

while it lasted and it 

was a great way for the    

children to interact 

with the natural world 

around them.  The 

snowy weather sparked 

several days of interest 

in ice and snow and the 

colder weather.  

The children  

explored how large 

blocks of ice melted on 

the malleable table, 

chipping away with 

hammers to reveal toy 

dinosaurs frozen inside. 

Exploring the properties of water is a fascinating 

element for our young scientists. This time of year is 

perfect for making naturally frozen ‘ice pendants’ by 

allowing water to freeze overnight outside in ice-cube 

trays or  in  

other  con-

tainers. They 

added food 

colouring plus 

leaves, sticks 

and other 

items found 

naturally out-

side and these 

become the most beautiful ice sculptures the next day 

or formed hanging tree decorations with a ribbon    

added before the water froze. 

The cold of January and 

February will give way, we 

hope, to the warmth of March 

and April. We prepare to      

welcome the warmer weather 

back,  plus our 2-3 year old  

children who will be able to 

return after the February half 

term when we reopen the blue 

room once again at Hambledon 

Nursery School. Lots to look 

forward to in the second half of the spring term – and 

more adventures to be had, inside and out. 

The children at Hambledon Nursey School made the most of the 
recent wintry weather by getting outside and playing in the  
snow,  as head teacher Kate Walford reports.  
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I 
n September 1937 Winton spent a very happy and 

peaceful fortnight at Hambledon with his grand-

parents Tommy and Florrie.  There were a couple 

of hilarious cricket matches; Claude Duveen, one of 

the Feathercombe stalwarts, a long-legged barrister 

who bowled crafty leg-breaks, contrived to solve much 

of The Times crossword while fielding.   

Tommy had his accountant down and kept the poor 

man deep in figures for the whole week-end.  Tom-

my’s accounts were a perennial source of anxiety and 

unintended humour.  Every summer, ignoring Florrie’s 

attempts to dissuade him, he would spend evening 

after evening trying to make them balance according to 

the most rigid system, all the time muttering the most 

explicit obscenities.  ‘Really’, said Florrie, ‘I didn’t 

know he knew such words’.  Certainly they escaped 

him on no other occasion. 

At this time Winton was troubled and homeless.  

His mother Esther, long divorced from Basil Dean, 

had taken up with a mid-European intellectual named 

Eugene Bagger.  Eugene and Winton did not get on; 

there were titanic rows; eventually Esther gave up the 

family house in London and departed for France with 

Eugene, though they were not yet married. Eugene was 

writing a major work on the Philosophy of History, 

which however he never finished (it is doubtful if 

much of it was ever written). 

   Without a home, Winton spent Christmas and 

the New Year with Bert and Fanny Jeffery at Hamble-

don.  Bert had been head gardener at Hambledon Hurst 

since he left the Army in 1919, working with his 

brother Ernie. Bert and Fanny lived at No. 1 Redroofs 

on the bank opposite Malthouse Farm. Winton, who 

was reading English at King’s College, Cambridge, 

enjoyed the company of the village people and felt 

happy and relaxed among them.   

He got on particularly well with Bert, who was a 

model of good sense and generosity, and could discuss 

anything with him.  Bert talked of his grim experiences 

in France during the last year of the war. Bert’s father 

Albert, a widower, lived in tiny Rose Cottage on the 

cricket green where his family, four sons and a daugh-

ter, had been brought up (see Parish Magazine, March 

2018). 

Winton spent most of the daytime studying or 

walking, and the evenings in conversation and merri-

ment. The children of the village school gave a highly   

amusing Christmas entertainment at the Institute (the 

Village Hall), a sort of folk opera based on Old King 

Cole, the idea being to drag in as many nursery rhymes 

as possible, which were then repeated by the chorus. 

On Christmas Day they all gathered in Rose Cot-

tage at 3 in the afternoon and sat and talked and feast-

ed and played games until 10.30. The weather was so 

mild that someone suggested a game of cricket. Win-

ton was received as one of the family and made to feel 

thoroughly at home.  Ted and his sister Elsie did the 

cooking.  Winton thought Ted’s mince pies beyond 

compare.   All the Jefferys were richly endowed with 

humour; for Winton, stress and anxiety melted away.  

Ted was the most genial of the brothers; lovable Elsie 

was proud of them all and showed a sympathetic inter-

est in their minutest doings. Little Ann, Vic’s daugh-

ter, was the star of the party.  She had a toy piano 

which could play ten notes.  Everyone had a go with it 

and she giggled at their efforts. Winton attempted to 

compose waltzes. Ernie, the youngest brother, laughed 

so much after the meal that he had to be placed in the 

garden.  Old Mr Jeffery was the presiding genius of 

the whole happy household. 

The next day the Jefferys came up to Redroofs 

and the celebrations continued, with the addition of 

With the Jefferys at HambledonWith the Jefferys at HambledonWith the Jefferys at HambledonWith the Jefferys at Hambledon    

Homeless, but at Cambridge, then ferreting, playing darts against the police,  
Winton gets engaged, in spite of his future father-in-law's violent disapproval. 

THE DEAN DIARIES (continued) THE DEAN DIARIES (continued) THE DEAN DIARIES (continued) THE DEAN DIARIES (continued)     

Tommy at Hambledon, 1937Tommy at Hambledon, 1937Tommy at Hambledon, 1937Tommy at Hambledon, 1937    

Bert and Fanny with Bonzo at Redroofs, 1938Bert and Fanny with Bonzo at Redroofs, 1938Bert and Fanny with Bonzo at Redroofs, 1938Bert and Fanny with Bonzo at Redroofs, 1938    
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card games and a nefarious but triumphant design of 

Elsie’s to sew up the sleeves of Winton’s coat – coats 

were always taken off before sitting down to a meal. 

Monday saw Bert and Winton in Guildford, watching 

City defeat Folkestone 1-0 in a scrappy game, eating 

and drinking in The Bear and seeing Robert Donat and 

Marlene Dietrich in Knight Without Armour. 

Several evenings were devoted to darts at the 

Merry Harriers or the British Legion hut. An inordi-

nate amount of beer was drunk on these occasions. 

Winton was taken ferreting.  They carried a spade, a 

murderous hook for tackling brambles, a number of 

small nets called flams and three ferrets in a box, one 

attached to a line. There was a wealth of technical 

terms. Silence was essential when approaching the 

burrows. The nets were pegged down and ferrets 

slipped into the holes. The liner (the big ferret on a 

line) had to be dug out but rabbits proved elusive. 

On New Year’s Day (not a Bank Holiday in Eng-

land) Bert and Winton were shown round Nutbourne 

Brickworks by the foreman, whose acquaintance Win-

ton had made at the Harriers. The noisy plant was 

working; they learned about every aspect of brick-

making and viewed the clay-pits and the giant spoil 

heaps. 

In the evening they trooped up to the British  

Legion for a New Year party, sing-song and dance, 

accompanied by much carousing and horse-play. Alf 

Goad, the village cobbler, sang the lowest note Winton 

had ever heard uttered by a human throat. Proceedings 

ended in an orgy of kissing under an imaginary sprig 

of mistletoe. Winton had never kissed so many women 

in one evening in his life!  The only casualty was Tom 

Hammond, husband of Bert’s sister Elsie and the very 

efficient secretary of the cricket club, who was forced 

to retire with a bleeding nose. 

Winton stayed with the Jefferys again in April 

1938. He was co-opted into the Merry Harriers darts 

team and took part in a tournament against the Guild-

ford police at their station headquarters. It was      

amusing meeting the officers coming off the beat and 

reporting on his fellow citizens’ encounters with the 

law.  Towards 10 o’clock they slipped out to make 

sure that the pubs were duly closed, then came back to 

reopen the station bar for at least another hour. 

In February Winton met Thalia Shaw, the girl he 

was to marry. She was the daughter of a Scottish peer, 

Lord Craigmyle, a most formidable man who took an 

instant and violent dislike to Winton.  

Thalia was forbidden to see Winton in London 

and ordered to keep away from him at Cambridge 

(where they were 

both studying). 

After this their 

liaisons had to be 

in secret. Later in 

the year, thanks 

to an intermedi-

ary, relations 

thawed a little 

and Winton was 

invited to the 

Craigmyles’ 

grand estate in 

the  Scottish Bor-

ders.  

In December 

Thalia sailed to 

New York where she remained for six weeks – a plan 

concocted by her parents to remove her from Winton’s 

reach. 

Once more Winton spent Christmas and the New 

Year with the Jefferys at Hambledon.  This time the 

weather was intensely cold and the countryside under 

deep snow.  It was one of only three or four white 

Christmases that Winton, looking back many years 

later, could remember.  He wrote a poem, thinking of 

Thalia among the lights of New York.  He went to 

films and to football matches with Bert, including a 

goalless draw between Portsmouth and Arsenal in a 

snowstorm. They played darts at the Harriers and the 

British Legion though some days Winton took time off 

to listen to classical music on the wireless, which puz-

zled Bert not a little. 

The following February Thalia’s father gave his 

reluctant consent to their engagement. In June, after a 

cricket match at Hambledon, Tommy and Florrie   

invited the whole team to celebrate the engagement 

with a party in the orchard at The Hurst, where a darts 

competition was held with two boards nailed to apple  

trees. 

Rose Cottage: Tom Hammond, Elsie, Rose Cottage: Tom Hammond, Elsie, Rose Cottage: Tom Hammond, Elsie, Rose Cottage: Tom Hammond, Elsie,     
Ernie, Albert, Vic and Ted Jeffery, 1938Ernie, Albert, Vic and Ted Jeffery, 1938Ernie, Albert, Vic and Ted Jeffery, 1938Ernie, Albert, Vic and Ted Jeffery, 1938    

Engagement Party, June 1939 (Thalia Engagement Party, June 1939 (Thalia Engagement Party, June 1939 (Thalia Engagement Party, June 1939 (Thalia on extreme right)on extreme right)on extreme right)on extreme right)    
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Ecce Ancilla DominiEcce Ancilla DominiEcce Ancilla DominiEcce Ancilla Domini            

Behold the handmaid of the Lord. the title of this month’s painting of the  
Annunciation by Dante Gabriel Rossetti , which has been selected by  
the Rev. Michael Burgess and which hangs in the Tate Gallery 

W 

e shall hear those words in the Gospel for 

this feast on 25 March, when Mary        

responds to Gabriel’s message that she is to 

be the mother of our Saviour. 

Gabriel Charles Dante Rossetti was born in May 

1828 to Italian emigres living in London. His father 

was a scholar and poet who had been exiled from Italy 

for his support for revolutionary nationalism. His 

mother was the daughter of an exiled noble Italian 

scholar who, in addition to her maternal duties,      

enjoyed a career as a private teacher. The rich literary 

and cultural background of the couple saw that their 

passion for learning was passed on to their children. 

From an early age, Gabriel Charles Dante chose 

to be addressed by his middle name, Dante, so as to 

emphasize his affinity with the medieval Italian poet.  

Even as a boy he had composed plays and poetry and 

produced drawings in this vein.  He developed talents 

for painting and writing and came to love bible      

passages, Shakespearean tragedies, Edgar Allan Poe 

and the poetry of Byron.  

Rossetti studied at the Henry Sass Drawing    

academy and then at the Royal Academy. By 1848 he 

had a wealth of practical training behind him, yet 

found himself at odds with the Victorian art establish-

ment. To Rossetti, the art of the Academy seemed full 

of sentimental, fussy and moralistic scenes together 

with staid, snobbish portraits. He far preferred the 

work of Ford Madox Brown whose attention to detail, 

graphic style, and daring use of colour were far closer 

to the luminous mediaeval paintings that Rossetti 

adored. The young Rossetti asked Brown to tutor him 

and he maintained a close relationship with the elder 

painter for the rest of his life. 

In 1848 Rossetti, William Holman Hunt and 

John Everett Millais formed the Pre-Raphaelite Broth-

erhood whose common goals, as laid  out by Rossetti, 

were to have genuine ideas to express; to study nature 

attentively; to sympathise with what was direct,     

serious and heartfelt in previous art; and to produce 

thoroughly good pictures and statues.  

As a way of publishing its writings and poetry 

the Brotherhood created its own magazine, The Germ, 

which also became associated with Christina Rossetti 

(Dante's sister), Madox Brown and the critical      

champion of the movement, John Ruskin. The first 

edition was published 1850, the same year as Rossetti 

painted Ecce Ancilla Domini.  

       It is a scene that has inspired artists through-

out the history of Christianity. Over those years     

certain traditions emerged: Mary was often shown at 

prayer, dressed in 

blue and in a room 

filled with elabo-

rate  furnishings of 

the period, all 

opening out onto 

the wider world. 

       But Rossetti’s 

painting is very 

different. When it 

was exhibited it 

was dismissed as 

‘absurd, affected, 

ill-drawn, insipid, 

crotchety and   

puerile’ because it 

was such a con-

trast to the more      

traditional portrayals of this scene in Luke’s Gospel. 

Here there is a claustrophobic feel to the      

painting.  Mary and Gabriel fill the tiny, cell-like 

room.  There is a window, but it does not open out 

onto scenery and nature: just a solitary tree. Rossetti 

called Ecce Ancilla Domini his ‘white picture’.  That is 

the colour that dominates: the robes of Mary and the 

angel, the stones of the floor, the paint on the walls, 

the flowers that Gabriel offers. Blue, the traditional 

colour for Mary, is relegated to the screen behind and 

the sky outside.  Other colours are provided by the 

yellow flames of Gabriel’s feet and the tapestry in the 

foreground on which Mary has embroidered lilies. The 

model for Mary was Christina, Rosetti’s sister, the 

author of In the Bleak Mid-Winter; and in portraying 

her Rossetti has captured the adolescent vulnerability 

of Mary. A small dove linking the two characters is a 

sign of God’s spirit coming to bring new life to this 

young girl. How does she respond?  What is the     

expression on her face?  Does she see the adult world 

of responsibility and motherhood opening up before 

her?  Is it anxiety or wonder or awe?   Or are all of 

these responses captured in her expression? 

The stillness of the scene, the whiteness of the 

room – they are like a blank canvas on which God can 

paint His Gospel, His good news of life and hope.  Just 

as it opened up a new world for Mary, so the Gospel 

can open up a new world for all of us. We may      

respond with anxiety and worry or with wonder and 

awe to that invitation. Or those feelings may be       

transformed into trust and service, as with Mary in 

Luke’s Gospel:  ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord: 

let it be with me according to your word.’ 

    

GODGODGODGOD    
IN THEIN THEIN THEIN THE    

ARTSARTSARTSARTS    
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Helping the environmentHelping the environmentHelping the environmentHelping the environment    

I 
n Hambledon we are lucky to live in an area that 

has quite a wide range of natural habitats such as 

the heathy commons in the village and at Busses 

and around Hydons Ball and the wet woods of the 

Hurst. Then there are the wider arable and pasture 

fields beyond the church and at Vann and the warm 

south-facing hangers and slopes.  Each is a distinct  

natural world with its own particular flora and fauna, 

each changing and responding to the seasons in its own 

way. 

All these habitats are influenced by humans and 

all of them would quickly become woodland if left to 

their own devices.  Stephen Dean’s work on Hamble-

don and Busses Commons illustrates this emphatically. 

When we look at old photographs of the village it 

is surprising and informative to see just how open the 

landscape was, how much more spacious it seemed. 

The land was used differently then and many more 

people worked on it. There were even “lengthsmen” 

who looked after sections of the road, keeping the 

ditches and drains clear and cutting back overhanging 

trees and branches. 

Different organisations such as the church, local 

farms, the football, cricket and golf clubs and the    

Parish Council look after or are responsible for certain 

patches of habitat.  Some of these are larger than others 

and have varying uses and requirements made of them. 

It is good to see biodiversity in these spaces and often 

this means doing less, leaving nature to it.  

As motorway verges prove to be good places for 

wildflowers, and thus insects, and are cut only once a 

year, they replicate the flower-rich meadows that we 

have lost.  As rewilding projects gain popularity and 

their huge benefits to nature become evident, they 

demonstrate the remarkable difference a light touch to 

intervention can make.  Of course, we cannot all work 

at this scale, but small things can also accumulate into 

something that can have an effect. 

Nature can colonise and return surprisingly 

quickly; but it needs encouragement. Perhaps, if we 

want, this could be through changing a pattern of  

mowing the grass, of leaving some uncut until later in 

the year so that wild flowers can seed and establish 

themselves.  Or of creating or restoring a pond; or not 

using pesticides and chemicals; or allowing logs, 

leaves and stones to pile up as safe spaces for wildlife. 

Making Space for Nature was the title of the  

Surrey Hills Symposium and www.surreyhills.org/

board/surrey-hills-symposium-2020/ has several inter-

esting links to initiatives and information. The title is 

linked to the 2010 report of the same name by Prof. 

John Lawton.  There is also plentiful advice in other 

media on ways in which we all might be able to help. 

Many more people seem to be walking and 

spending time outside these days. It is one of the    

enjoyable things we can do.  To some extent the     

natural world is being rediscovered. In our village it 

would be nice to think that we are aware of our       

custodianship of even the smallest patch and that we 

do our best to keep the links in the chain of nature  

connected, for its own sake and for ours.   
 

The 2020 Surrey Hills Symposium was held on line on 25 November 
and focused on how individuals and organisations can help nature to 
thrive.   John Coleman, who participated, reflects on what Hambledon 
might be able to do to help. 

John and his wife Norma found the two postcards that 

illustrate this article when they were sorting through 

some family photographs.  There are also copies of 

them on page 50 of the First Red Book, one of the 

Hambledon Heritage albums which includes a range 

of old postcards of the village on pages 47-52.  The 

index of the complete contents, along with those of two 

other albums and a list of all the material contained 

within the archive, can be found within the History 

section of the Hambledon village website.   

All the publications that make up the archive can also 

be viewed by appointment – let Jane Woolley 

(j.woolley881@btinternet.com; telephone 01428 

684213) know if you are interested. 
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W 

hat an awful year.  We all hope and pray for 
the light at the end of the tunnel to get bigger 
and bigger.   Our village has kept going  

despite the sadness and change all round and, like me, 
we must all be proud of living here.  We are so good at 
supporting each other – shopping, a phone call, a letter 
– though visits and a pint are currently out of the      
question.   

All the village activities have been hit and I, as 
chair of the Hambledon Heritage Society, and my  
committee have been twiddling our thumbs for a year.  
But we will return. 

Folk events such as the May Day dawn chorus  
had to be shelved, as did the Chiddingfold Tipteerers 
(mummers plays).  As co-founder John Cowburn    
reports, the St George’s 
Day play was cancelled, 
as was the Christmas 
play.  Have a glance at 
the Tipteerers Facebook 
page for a nostalgic view 
and hopes for the current 
year.         Rehearsals are 
planned and there are 
scripts which give some 
guidance on how       
finished plays should 
evolve;  but they never 
do – there is much    
improvisation.  As some 
of you know, there are 
several Hambledon faces 
in the group, including the Noble Doctor (above);      

others have joined recently; and all can vouch for what 
great fun it is.  So, if you can play an instrument;  
pluck, squeeze, bang or blow; and/or sing out with   
gusto you will be both welcomed and valued.  Let John 
know if you are interested:  
www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=100890876692577& 
set= a.100890873359244&__tn_=%3C. 

And please keep all the other local traditional 
events going. 

Did anyone else hear the hunting horn playing at 
midnight around Wormley Lane on the day Captain Sir 
Tom Moore passed away?  Jan and I did – very creepy 
but also very sad:  what a lovely chap he was. 

And as a postscript, the Woodland Trust has been 
hit by a scam, a high-level cyber incident in which the 
police got involved.

 

2020 was an awful year.  What matters now is to make sure that, when  
we come out of the tunnel, we ensure that we’ve not lost any of our 

traditional activities, including those highlighted below.  

Hoping for better times Hoping for better times Hoping for better times Hoping for better times 

The Cup Hill Morris dancers dancing at dawn on 1 May on 
Hydons Ball.  Ross is on the right 

Still restrictedStill restrictedStill restrictedStill restricted    
There’s still no news as to whether we shall be playing any cricket  in 2021.  
In the meantime, the AGM continues to be postponed.  

I 
t remains a waiting game.  The Club still hopes to 
hold its AGM sometime in April but, at the time of 
writing, it awaits the announcement from           

government regarding the possible timetable for lifting 
lockdown.  That in turn will determine the ECB’s   
advice regarding the resumption of play. 

As was reported last month, a full Senior fixture 
list is planned, starting with a Friendly match at home 
against Grayswood on 25 April and followed by a 
League match away against Cranfold on 2 May.   If 
anyone feels like becoming a player or helping in any 
other way, please contact one of the Captains. 

If possible the Junior season will run from late 
April through to late July, but it could be extended to 
cover the whole summer to compensate for the covid 
impact.  Training sessions, as usual, will be on Saturday 
mornings and a week-day evening, with matches played 
on Friday evenings or Sunday mornings.  If you can help 
and support the Juniors please contact Caroline Tristem, 
tristem@btinternet.com or 07860  618262. 

The Club officials are Secretary Sion Griffiths, 
07775 516448; Club Captain Mark Burton, 07722 
752465;  Friendly Captain Andrew Dunn, 07973 
748861; and President Arthur Blackman, 01428 683871. 
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My new book, The Batch Cook Book, is out now and available from Amazon and all good bookshops.My new book, The Batch Cook Book, is out now and available from Amazon and all good bookshops.My new book, The Batch Cook Book, is out now and available from Amazon and all good bookshops.My new book, The Batch Cook Book, is out now and available from Amazon and all good bookshops.    
Follow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood  www.samgatesfood.co.ukFollow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood  www.samgatesfood.co.ukFollow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood  www.samgatesfood.co.ukFollow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood  www.samgatesfood.co.uk    

Plum and almond tartsPlum and almond tartsPlum and almond tartsPlum and almond tarts    

Cute little tartlets that combine tart plums with sweet marzipan  
Perfect for enjoying with tea by the fire after a blustery walk.  
Makes 6-8.  

INGREDIENTS 
320g ready-rolled butter puff pastry sheet 
100g marzipan 

300g small plums  

 

4 tbsp roasted flaked almonds 

3 tbsp strained apricot jam 

1 tsp water 

METHODMETHODMETHODMETHOD    

 
Pre-heat the oven to 200/180 fan. 
 

Unroll the pastry sheet.  Use a 
heart-shaped pastry cutter to cut 
out large hearts. Carefully lay the 
hearts on a sheet of greaseproof 
paper on top of a baking sheet. 
 

Without cutting through the pastry, 
score a line ½ cm all the way 
around each rectangle. This will 
form a border to hold the fillings. 
 

Thinly slice the marzipan and place 
it evenly with the border line on 
each tart.  

 

Stone and slice the plums very 
thinly. Lay the slices on top of the 
marzipan, making sure the slices 
stay within the borders. Sprinkle 
with flaked almonds and place in 
the pre-heated oven.  
 

Bake for 20-25 minutes until    
golden brown. 
 

While the tarts are baking, heat 
the apricot jam and the water   
together until warm and syrupy.  
  
Remove the tarts from the oven 
and, using a pastry brush, brush 
the tops of each tart with the 
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Local artist and church member Steve Kinder, who has  
exhibited at The Merry Harriers, gained a wild card in Sky Arts 
Landscape Artist of the Year competition and then won the day. 

S 

teve does a lot of landscape painting in the local 

countryside and, especially in these times of 

travel restrictions, he paints nearby. Not only 

has he exhibited in the Merry Harriers but also, last 

year, his paintings entered into the virtual Hambledon 

village hall art exhibition.  In Godalming he exhibited 

for several years running in Café Milo, as well as 

showing his art work in his own garden.  Most recently 

he had a commission to paint the view over the lake at 

Winkworth (see photo, next page). 

In February he appeared on television on the Sky 

Arts channel, as reported here by Gwen Phillips of 

AppArt, adapted from an article in Vantage Point 

magazine, with new photos. 

Steve is Head of Creative Arts at Prior’s Field 

School in Godalming and takes part in regular solo and 

group exhibitions. He has been busy in the three lock-

downs, painting local Surrey and Sussex scenes as 

well as several major commissions. He was instrumen-

tal in getting AppArt to take place at the School.  He is 

an ever-present exhibitor and his distinctive style will 

be well-recognised by exhibition visitors and, of 

course, by the staff and girls at the School. 

          What a wild card! Steve Kinder took part in 

Sky Arts’ Landscape Artist of the Year and won the 

wild card section of the competition on one of the 

days.  

Steve, along with 50 other artists, took part in the 

third episode of the 2020 competition on 13 August, 

the last day of the heat wave. It was held at West   

Reservoir in London.   

This large recreation area of open water is     

located in a hidden part of the London Borough of 

Hackney and is bordered by high-rise housing blocks, 

some of which were still under construction. 

The challenge was  to select a landscape that 

included  this  large  open  expanse   of  water   and  

the surrounding trees and buildings.  

Steve chose to paint a section that covered all 

three of these areas. In fact, he painted two paintings in 

the four hours allowed and obviously impressed all the 

judges. On winning, the judges  (artist Tai Shan 

Schierenberg, independent curator Kathleen So-

riano and art historian Kate Bryan ) described Steve’s 

painting as:    “a beautiful wrist- ie, honest bit of  

painting” and added “it’s a juicy, fresh and honest bit 

of painting and you managed to get that little bit of 

magic in the work” 

 His paintings had a palette of light colours of 

blues and greens with the odd hint of pink. He really 

captured the atmosphere of this gem of a landscape 

and his impressionistic style did justice to this        

attractive environment.    

      He says “My work tries, in some ways, to  

evoke the beauty of ‘the place’.  Often, I will walk and 

explore a location, always seeking to find something 

which connects with my sense of 

beauty or seeks to resonate with my 

spirit in some way. This could be a 

fleeting gesture or sense of atmos-

phere which I enjoy and which I 

keenly observe and feel compelled 

to record. My painting has become 

more instinctive over the last few 

years and this freedom of gesture 

through paint is a  quality that I feel 

people connect with.  During the last 

year I have been acutely aware of 

the need for my artwork, as well as 

my teaching, to be something which 

promotes joy and seeks to           

encourage and revive people at this 

difficult time.” 

 

www.stephenkinderart.com 

www.appartonline.co.uk 

Reaching for the SkyReaching for the SkyReaching for the SkyReaching for the Sky    
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On venue, no slouch, he,On venue, no slouch, he,On venue, no slouch, he,On venue, no slouch, he,    
done two paintings in 4 hoursdone two paintings in 4 hoursdone two paintings in 4 hoursdone two paintings in 4 hours    

when only one asked forwhen only one asked forwhen only one asked forwhen only one asked for    

A new commission of WinkworthA new commission of WinkworthA new commission of WinkworthA new commission of Winkworth    

A new commission of the River WeyA new commission of the River WeyA new commission of the River WeyA new commission of the River Wey    

Painting to gain the wild cardPainting to gain the wild cardPainting to gain the wild cardPainting to gain the wild card    

JudgeJudgeJudgeJudge    
Kathleen SorianoKathleen SorianoKathleen SorianoKathleen Soriano        
talks to Steve talks to Steve talks to Steve talks to Steve  
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Puzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle Page    

Answers to all puzzles on  page 34 

 Sudoku   
    

Easy                  IntermediateEasy                  IntermediateEasy                  IntermediateEasy                  Intermediate                      

   Maze  Word Search    

Life is full of ups and 
downs: after blessings, 
hard times often follow. 
They are not meant to 
destroy us but to help 
us grow spiritually by 
deepening our faith 
and dependence on 
God. The Holy Spirit led 
Jesus into the wilder-
ness to be tempted by 
the devil – to give Him 
the opportunity to 
stand fast against the 
enemy. The devil’s 
temptations were 
based on half-truths, which Jesus rejected by standing firm on the 
whole truth of Scripture. The truth sets us free! 

Crossword                                  

ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS     
        1111 Energetic burst of activity (4)  
        5 5 5 5 Free ticket (4)  
        7 ___ 7 ___ 7 ___ 7 ___ Mills, ex-Mrs McCartney (7)  
        8888 Feeble (excuse) (4)  
        9999 Surrounding glow 4)  
10101010 Tired, exhausted (3, 4)  
12 12 12 12 Strong wind (4)  
13131313 Pavement’s edge (4)  
14 14 14 14 Physical wellbeing(7)  
17 17 17 17 Sound’s reflection (4)  
18 18 18 18 Brass instrument (4)  
19 19 19 19 Impatient (7)  
20 20 20 20 Irish Republic (4)  
21 21 21 21 Skin of a fruit (4)  

DOWN DOWN DOWN DOWN     
        1111 Sauce for spaghetti (9)  
        2222 So, because of that (9)  
        3 3 3 3 Area of cultivated  
      grass (4)  
        4 4 4 4 Frighten away (4)  
        5 5 5 5 Practical joker (9)  
        6666 Right side of a ship (3)  
11 11 11 11 Study, cosy room (3)  
15 15 15 15 Flip a coin) (4)  
16 16 16 16 Middle Eastern  
      potentate (4)  
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W 

ith spring around the corner, preparing for 

the growing season ahead takes priority 

with things like getting the soil ready,     

buying compost, sowing seeds and pruning to be done. 

Perennials, annuals, bulbs:  What are the winning 

plants in your garden right now? In mine, there are        

quite a lot of snowdrops still in flower. It’s well worth 

considering planting different colour crocuses in the 

autumn, as they are fully out now, open right out in the 

sunshine and closing up again at night.  The  cyclamen 

Coum have been in flower for a long time and the tête-

à-tête little low daffodils, are out now with the rest of 

the daffs not far behind. What amazed me was that, in 

the cold, snowy, icy snap we had, these flowering 

bulbs all lay flat on the ground but, with the weather 

warming up, they managed to get themselves upright 

and continued flowering as if nothing had happened.   

It’s a good time to lift and divide herbaceous 

perennials as we hope the ground will soon be      

warming up with the onset of spring.  This will give 

new life to plants as older ones can become congested, 

leading to weaker foliage and flowers.  Quite often the 

centre of an undivided plant dies, leaving a ring of 

foliage around the edge.  When they are lifted and re-

planted, add plenty of garden compost or well rotted 

manure.   

Busy Lizzies have problems with mildew, but 

now there are a few varieties that seem to have        

resistance: one such is “Imara” – pink, white and stripy 

pink and white.  Seeds can be bought from Thompson 

& Morgan , B&Q and Van Meuwen so give them a try 

this year.  

Plant lily bulbs either in pots or straight into  the 

ground.  Their biggest problem is the lily beetle: adults 

start appearing in March when its early food source, 

fritillaries, emerge.  Then they will then turn to the 

lilies as the plants develop leaves which are then eaten, 

leaving unsightly holes.  But the main damage is done 

by the grubs which will munch through leaves and 

buds (the grubs are a disgusting slime-covered brown). 

The plants can be treated with insecticide such as 

Westland Resolva Bug Killer which can be reapplied 

every two weeks; alternatively remove and kill the 

grubs you find regularly.  The other problem with   

lilies is that their stamen are poisonous to cats.  One 

way to combat this is to go around daily to cut off any 

stamens as the flowers open; but you can also choose 

to plant some of the double flowered varieties that 

have no stamen such as Rose lily “Belonica”, Rose lily 

“Editha” or Rose lily “Samantha”, all of which have 

double flowers and no stamen at all.     
 

Trees and shrubs: March is the perfect time to give 

rosebushes some tlc before they come back into 

growth.  For hybrid teas cut back all the stems to 15cm 

and for floribundas to 30cm.  Then feed the plants with 

rose food and lightly fork it into the soil; apply a 

mulch around the base of the plant but don’t swamp it. 

 Prune cornus and salix by cutting back plants 
that are grown for their colourful winter stems to a 
healthy bud 15cm above the base to encourage new 
growth. Buddleia and other deciduous shrubs that 
flower from midsummer onwards can be pruned this 
month: cut back stems to 45cm from the base and  
repeat this in May.  
Veg and Fruit: March is the beginning of the main 

veg sowing season.  Some veg have two cropping   

seasons, like beetroot, that can be sown in spring and 

then again in early summer.  Spinach can to be sown 

early in the year from March to April and then again 

later from August into September.  It’s better not to 

sow in full summer because the plants will quickly 

bolt: for me, sowing in modules inside first works best. 

Seeds require warmth to germinate so I sow all the veg 

indoors to plant out later (they can go on a warm    

window sill, a heated propagator or in the greenhouse), 

as outdoor sowings can often have patchy results.  

Feed rhubarb with sulphate of ammonia or  
chicken manure to encourage vigorous growth.  

With blueberry bushes take out any dead and 
weak or     rubbing stems, then cut back stems that 
have fruited last year to a strong, low-growing bud and 
remove a third of the oldest stems at their base.  As all 
fruit bushes stay in the ground for years it is easy for 
them to become forgotten about when it comes to  
giving them a bit of tlc.  Feeding in early spring with 
sulphate of potash will give them a boost; then mulch 
them with organic matter as this will help conserve 
moisture and give juicier fruits. 
 Wildlife: Have you heard of the bee mimics? They 

are common and several are so effective that it is hard 

to tell some bee, wasp and fly species apart.  A stripy 

yellow/brown/black back can be a deterrent to many 

insect predators, indicating that the pray may sting and 

be unpleasant to eat and making the predator hesitate 

for a second or two before attacking, which can allow 

the mimic to escape.  

As the weather warms look for emerging bumble 
bees, solitary bees and honeybees – and for their many 
mimics. There are six species of cuckoo bumblebees 
which trick their host into raising their offspring.  
These cuckoo bumblebees look like the real ones and 
infiltrate the nest, killing the resident queen and her 
larvae.  The cuckoo female then lays her own eggs for 
the now queen-less workers to raise. 

Spring just around the cornerSpring just around the cornerSpring just around the cornerSpring just around the corner    

in March 

The Garden  

“Spring drew on… and a greenness grew over those brown beds which, freshening  
daily, suggested the thought that Hope traversed them at night, and left each morning 
brighter traces of her steps.”  –   Charlotte Bronte,  Jane Eyre, 1847 
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Useful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone Numbers    
 

 

GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES 

 

 

Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR 

 Tel:   Doctors 01428 682218 

  Community Nurses 01428 685249 

 Health Visitors 01428 685249 

 

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG 

   Tel:   Doctors 01483 415885 

   

              – Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ 

                 Tel:   Doctors 01483 414461 

                       Health Visitors & Community Nurses 01483 415564 

 

Chiddingfold –  Ridgley Rd, Chiddingfold, Godalming GU8 4QP     01428 683174                           
               

  

 

HOSPITALS 

 

Royal Surrey County Hospital  01483 571122 

Milford Hospital  01483 782000 

Haslemere Hospital  01483 782300 

 

Equipment for short term use  
Some items only required for a short time (usually three months) may be borrowed from       
the British Red Cross which operates out of a unit in Sainsbury’s (Godalming) car park on  
Tuesdays from 13.30- 5.00.   Available equipment could include bed blocks, bed cradles,    
back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, bed pans and urinals. Full details can be found at their 
website, Red Cross Mobility Equipment Centre Surrey.   
 

POLICE                                                                       
Police Community Support Officers:  17110 Kim Oliver and 17114 James Levy 

e-mails:           Kim.Oliver@surrey.pnn.police.uk and     

         James.Levy@surrey.pnn.police.uk 

address:           Surrey Police, P O Box 101, Guildford, Surrey GU1 9PE 

Urgent calls:           999 

Non-urgent:          101  
Minor crime reporting:         101 OR https:surrey.police.uk/reportonline/ReportIt  
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS     

 

Area 1 Mrs Sally Marks Hydestile 01483 427249     
Area 2 Mr Arthur Blackman Church Lane 01428 683871 

Area 3 Miss Jane Woolley Woodlands Road 01428 684213 

Area 4 Mrs Caroline Pitt Malthouse Lane 01428 682940 

Area 5 Mr Alf Hammond Cricket Green 01428 683625 

Area 6  Mr John Tidmarsh Lane End 01428 682067 

Area 7 Mr Ion Campbell Feathercombe Lane 01483 860264 

Area 8 Mr Bryon Ware Hambledon Park 01428 289132 

 

Parish Council Co-ordinator:  Stewart Payne 01483 425250  

 

UTILITIES 

 

Thames Water (Customer Enquiries) 0800 3169800 

Southern Water (Customer Enquiries) 0845 2780845 

Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours 0800 0727282 

Gas (Emergency) 24 hours 0800 111 999  
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Councillors  John Anderson         01428 682666      mob. 07974 229170      

  Mary Grove              01483 415815      mob. 07792 830276 

  Robin McKeith          01428 682334      mob. 07886 436498 

  Stewart Payne          01483 425250      mob. 07831 393561 

  Ali Scott-Bishop        01428 681933     mob. 07787 502996  

  Sean Sinnott             01428 682735      mob. 07767 481282 

  Philip Underwood     01428 682742      mob. 07771 633599 

  

Clerk   Julie Flenley               01428 683903 

              email             clerkofhpc@outlook.com 

 

Surrey County Councillor            Mrs Victoria Young   01483 890196  
 

Waverley Borough Councillors   Jan Floyd-Douglass 07767 660772 

           Trevor Sadler    01428 681884 

    

GENERAL 

 

Borough Hall 01483 523333 

 

Cinema, Borough Hall (Tickets & Information) 01483 523004 

 

Library 01483 422743 

 

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange  deliveries                          01428 682176 

 

St Peter’s Church, Hambledon – church office                                       01483 421267 

(and see page 3 for more information) 
 

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings 01428 683588 

 

Train Information: times and fares for all national services            0845 7484950 

 

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 

Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without  
transport:  ring 01428 682959.  If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390  
 

VETERINARY SURGEONS 

 

Milford Veterinary Hospital 
37, New Road, Milford 01483 414747 

Rivendell 
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe 01483 421833 

In an emergency, ring either number 

 

Hambledon Village Shop, Deli/Café & Post Office Opening Times 

 

  Take away:  Monday – Friday, 08.30 – 13.30   
Hot and cold drinks, pastries, cakes, sandwiches, baps, pies and soup.  Card-only payments  

 

Personal shopping:  Seven days a week, 08.30-14.00  
 From outside the shop only, so please bring a list with you.  Card-only payments 

 

Delivery service:  Monday - Friday, 10.00 cut-off  for same-day delivery 

To place orders please email shoporders@hambledonsurrey.co.uk.  
 

Post Office:  Monday – Saturday, 09.30-12.30 

Take cash out, pay cash and cheques in, send parcels, buy stamps, pay bills, buy gift cards, etc 

 

All current at the time of going to press, but could be subject to change  
 

Please see hambledonvillageshop.co.uk for the most up-to-date information  


