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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 

 

Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 

                                                   simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org 

 

Associate Vicar The Rev Simon Willetts  01483 421267 

                                                simon.willetts@bhcgodalming.org 

 

Assistant Vicar  The Rev David Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road, Godalming, GU7 1TG                   
 

 

 

Churchwarden Mrs Frances Duffell  01428 692990  
 Benchmark Cottage, Petworth Road  
 Witley, Godalming, GU8 5QW  

  

Churchwarden Derek Pearsall 01483 612684 

 39 Admiral Way, Godalming, GU7 1QN 

  

Assistant Churchwarden David Chadwick, Little Beeches 01252 702268 

 14 Springhill, Elstead, GU8 6EL  

 

Pastoral Assistant Mrs Jacqui Rook 01428 684390 

 1 Hambledon Park, Hambledon, GU8 4ER  

 

 

Pastoral Assistant Alan Harvey 01483 423264  
 35 Maplehatch Close, Godalming, GU7 1TQ 

 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid       Andrew Dunn 01428 482113  
             The Cottage, Lane End, Hambledon, GU8 4HD   

 

 

Sunday Services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,  shown on page 5. 
 

The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.   
Details from Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267 

 

Alpha details and information from:  Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267  
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  contact Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office  
01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm) 
 

Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued, please contact the Church Wardens 

 

The Rector and the Associate Vicar are normally off duty on Fridays 

 

The nearest Roman Catholic churches are: 
St Teresa of Avila, Chiddingfold, 
     (Fr Irek Stadler, 01428 643877) ;  
St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming, and  
St Joseph’s, Milford (Fr Jonathan How, 01483 416880)  
 

 

To subscribe and to have the  
magazine delivered for  £7.50 per year: 
please contact  Mary Parker,  
telephone:   01428 682545 

 

The late John Tidmarsh was very proud of the photo 
taken by his grandson Wilfrid Ingham (then aged 13 
in 2017) and used for the special cover for this month. 

 

Copy deadline for the  

May magazine is 

Thursday, 15 April   
 

Please send your copy to 

John Hindley 

Whitegates, Gasden Lane 

Witley, GU8 5RJ 

01428 681423 

email: jjhindley@gmail.com 
 

Advertisers, please contact 
Emma Dunn,  

The Cottage, Lane End 

Hambledon, GU8 4HD  
01428 482113  
email: em-whitehead@hotmail.com 
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I 
n times gone by the limen was a large stone at the base of a doorway.  It clearly marked the boundary 
between inside and outside or from one room to another.  Limen is the root for our English word – limi-
nal.  Liminal has come to mean a threshold between one stage or another, or from one season to       

another. Liminality, then, is a time of uncertainty, a threshold whereby one chapter closes and we’re forced 
to wait until the next chapter begins to unfold.  

Stepping into a new season inevitably raises questions about identity and purpose.  As a bride walks 
down the aisle each step is marked not only with joy and excitement but also the inevitably poignant     
questions over the future to come.  What will the marriage be like?  Will we start a family?  What will it be 
like living together?  Before the birth of a child the would-be parents face a nine-month season of liminality 
as they prepare for the big day.  As the child grows, it too will have to learn how to cope with liminality. 

When you think about it – life is full of liminality. Which school subjects to take?  Waiting for exam 
results, which degree to study?  Which career opportunities to take?  Who to do life with?  Awaiting results 
to health scares and what to do in retirement?   

Ultimately like the bride, footsteps down the aisle are made at funerals.  Although an entirely different 
occasion and a completely different context, those making these footsteps ask another set of questions. 
What will life be like without my loved one?  To whom will I turn?  It seems that even the final chapters of 
life are filled with uncertainty.  We are left to wonder: is there is a final threshold, another chapter after this 
life?  

All of us, then, face this paradox.  Something deep within us yearns for permanence, we long for  
safety and stability yet from the cradle to the grave we face some form of uncertainty.  Liminality is a    
permanent feature of life!    

Jesus’ disciples experienced a profoundly liminal period on Easter Saturday.  After Jesus’ death on the 
cross a stone rolled over the limen of Jesus’ tomb.  The horror of the crucifixion plunged the disciples into 
the unknown.  Terrified and hiding in the upper room they had no idea what was to come next.  As         
followers of Jesus they too were under the same threat.  Indeed in time many of them were murdered for 
their faith.  Imagine how they must have felt. The uncertainty about their future must have been over-
whelming.  

Yet in spite of the terror of this first Easter Saturday, God was faithful and able to do more than they 
could possibly imagine: Jesus’ resurrection.  The resurrection of Jesus teaches us that even something as 
inevitable and immutable as death is transitory in the hands of God.  God alone then is permanent.  

The resurrection of Jesus also teaches us that the liminal season is a season of opportunity. Whilst 
Good Friday appeared void of hope and standing in this threshold must have seemed daunting, God       
performed the most incredible act of grace the world has ever seen. Through the death of his Son on the 
cross the power of God was at work to make the forgiveness of wrong-doing, the cleansing of the soul and 
access to himself possible.   On top of all this comes the promise of eternal life to all those who seek.    

John 3:16 – perhaps the most famous verse in the Bible says: 
 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but receive eternal life.”  God then resolves the liminal into beautiful permanence.  
          Covid has forced the world into a heightened sense of the liminal; we’ve been in and out of lock-
down and we’re all wondering what the next season will look like.  However, we can take heart because, as 
we’ve seen, the liminal season affords us an opportunity to have access to the permanence of God.  He is 
faithful and reveals himself to those who seek. Jesus himself taught: 
          “seek and you will find, ask and you will receive, knock and the door will be opened”.  
 Through Jesus, then, we can step through the most exciting threshold of all – the doorway to God 
himself and the permanence of his joy filled eternal life.  As they say, it’s worth waiting for!  
 

Happy Easter   Happy Easter   Happy Easter   Happy Easter   one, one, one, one,     
 

Associate Vicar,  
Hambledon and Busbridge Church 
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CHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDAR    

April 2021April 2021April 2021April 2021    

YouTube    YT   or    Zoom   Z 

 

Easter Saturday: 10am Launch of Great Busbridge & Hambledon Easter Egg Hunt, running in  
Easter holidays, a trail around Hambledon to find clues to the treasure chest of eggs.  Crack the code  
to collect your egg ! Join Zoom launch Easter Saturday, 10 am for instructions and the first clue.  
Maps will be given to pupils at BJS and BIS at the end of term too!  Use the QR for more info. 

  2nd April  10.00 am Good Friday Service    YT              
Good Friday  12-1 pm Organ playing to accompany private prayer in Hambledon Church      

  1st April   8.00 pm   Holy Week Reflections  Z         
Maundy Thursday          

  4th April     9.00 am Easter Churchyard service    and    via YT 

Easter Sunday    

Wednesday 7th April     9.30-10 am Hambledon Morning Prayer Z   
 

11th April     9.00 am Heritage service  and    via YT 

  2nd Sunday of Easter  

Wednesday 14th April     9.30-10 am  Hambledon Morning Prayer Z   
 

Saturday 17th April         9.30 am virtual Prayer Breakfast           All are welcome. A time to 
             via Zoom  see above or  bhcgodalming.org     meet together for prayer  

 

18th April     9.00 am Heritage service  and    via YT 

  3rd Sunday of Easter 
    

Wednesday 21st April     9.30-10 am Hambledon Morning Prayer Z   
 

25th April     9.00 am Heritage service  and    via YT 

  4th Sunday of Easter 

Wednesday 28th April     9.30-10 am Hambledon Morning Prayer Z   
 

   And …  2nd May       9.00 am Heritage service  and    via YT 
  5th Sunday of Easter 
 

  3rd April          10.00 am       Launch of Hambledon & Busbridge Easter Egg Hunt   
Easter Saturday           see below *  

We look forward to welcoming all to church from Easter Day, 4 April.   
 

If you would like to attend a service, please sign up in advance via  
www.bhcgodalming.org/Sunday-services or use the QR code and wear a face covering.  

 

The 9 am Heritage Service is also being broadcast live on YouTube from Hambledon Church on Sundays.     
It relies on volunteers to help the Rev Simon Willetts with the broadcast, ie to set up & record on camera, check  

the broadcast runs through the service, instructions provided.  Can you volunteer to help once a month?  
 

Hambledon & Busbridge Churches are open for private prayer daily 9.30 am-4.30 pm. 
 (Full COVID-19 health & safety in place).  Our ministry is also continuing online, and in the community.  

Zoom sign up 946-391-4833, Usual Passcode.    

Keep in touch with Hambledon congregations at 10am on Sundays via Zoom (see above). 
 

For more information, see the website or contact the church office, on 01483 421267. 
The latest details are on:  www.bhcgodalming.org. All subject to change in the general situation.  

* 
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H 
ambledon Church deeply values its strong  

relationships with the Hambledon village  

community and the parish of Busbridge.  It is 

for this reason that we would like to inform you of 

some possible developments concerning the future of 

the church.  

As you may be aware Hambledon and Busbridge 

parish churches are part of a benefice that was formed 

20 years ago and this his has been a very successful 

partnership.  

Over the past year both Parish Church Councils 

(PCCs) have been discussing a proposal to unify the 

benefice into a single parish with a view to future 

proof this relationship. (Please note this is a proposal 

to unify only the ecclesiastical parishes and does not 

affect the civic parish councils in any way).  

Our thinking is poignant because nationally the 

Church of England can no longer afford to support a 

fully functioning parish church in every community.  

In time and by necessity the practice of pastoral re-

organisation (ie combining smaller parishes together) 

is likely to become more common.  In many situations 

it becomes one vicar covering many villages which 

inevitably leads to severe limitations  on both public 

worship services and localised pastoral care.  We have 

no intention of allowing that to happen for Busbridge 

and Hambledon: our thinking centres around strength-

ening what we have rather than diluting it.  

The Church of England is facing massive    

changes and there are real questions about how many 

church buildings and vicars there are to be. We want to 

offer our own early answer that will protect and     

enhance what has been built up over generations, 

namely providing local leadership to our own local 

churches and maintaining control over our finances 

and pastoral care. 

The Church of England celebrates an extraordi-

nary unity amongst the diverse parish communities 

that it seeks to serve.  However, within this diversity 

there  are  inevitably some  cultural,  traditional  and 

theological nuances that are more closely aligned than 

others.  The close relationship between Busbridge and 

Hambledon is a fine example of such shared values.  

Part of the concern over any potential pastoral reorgan-

isation is that these values might be weakened and 

perhaps even lost if the churches were combined with 

other parishes not so closely aligned. Furthermore, 

unless we take the initiative there is a risk whereby 

reorganisation might be imposed upon us.  

A unification then, can be seen through two 

lenses. The first is to secure the close relationship that 

Busbridge and Hambledon currently enjoy and the 

other is to build on the vision, values and resources 

that both parishes have worked so passionately toward 

over past decades.  

What would a unification mean in practice?  

In becoming one parish, a new ecclesiastical 

parish would be formed by a balance of representatives 

from each church. Standard eligibility rules would 

apply. This is no different to our current set-up 

The financial accounts of both churches can be 

treated separately if necessary.  This would mean that 

(if desired) any donations given to Hambledon could 

remain for Hambledon purposes and vice versa for 

Busbridge.  Again, this is current practice  

Weddings, funerals and baptisms would remain 

unaffected.  

The terms of the unification will ensure that 

Hambledon will continue to keep a clergy property and 

priest whose primary role will be designated to the 

village. This has been the stated vision which we’ve 

consistently maintained for many years and is a reason 

we approached the village in 2018. Nothing has 

changed with this vision 

Each church would continue to have its own 

elected wardens who would join other elected repre-

sentatives from the single PCC to consult on any 

building and fabric issues.  Hambledon would there-

fore maintain control of its own building and grounds 

Services and pastoral care at both churches will 

continue to be shared by both churches. A unification 

has no bearing on the style or types of services the 

parish would/could offer.  This would remain under 

the control of the Rector and Hambledon’s Associate 

Vicar but in consultation with the single PCC and set 

within the wider parameters of the national Church of 

England.  Indeed we are keen to build an even stronger 

village focus with the services we offer  

Concerns about the proposal have been ex-

pressed as follows: 

Hambledon Church might lose a sense of its own 

identity if it is morphed into a wider single parish.  

This view has been taken seriously and the full unifi-

cation document has caveats (the major points have 

been covered above) to prevent this. A core value of 

the current benefice is to celebrate our distinctive local 

identities and to offer church services that engage  

meaningfully with our location, our history and our 

community.  

What about our relationship with neighbouring 

parishes other than Busbridge? Will they be consulted/ 

included?  The process of unification means that a vote 

The Church is stronger united The Church is stronger united The Church is stronger united The Church is stronger united     

Hambledon and Busbridge Ecclesiastical Parish unification proposal. 
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is first taken at parish level and then forwarded to the 
diocese.  

A  wider  consultation  with  our  neighbouring 

parishes is not required at this stage but is very much 

part of the process after the initial parish consultation.  

Anyone with a view will be invited to write in with 

any queries at the appropriate time.  

The process is comprehensive and all views will 

be collated and considered by the Diocese and its 

Chancellor. Whilst a unification between Busbridge 

and Hambledon would secure our relationship, this 

does not preclude the mutual collaboration and support 

we currently enjoy with our neighbouring parishes.   

Busbridge church has voted unanimously in  

favour and awaits a decision from Hambledon PCC.  

If you have questions or just want to know more 

please contact the Rev. Simon Willetts by no later than 

Sunday 18 April 2021.  All  comments  will  be  

anonymously shared with the PCC. 

 This article is being been posted on the village 

website as well as here in the magazine. Members of 

the church and the ecclesiastical electoral roll have 

been contacted under GDPR guidelines either by email 

or by letter.  

 

Yours faithfully,   

 Rev. Simon Willetts  
 

simon.willetts@bhcgodalming.org  

or via the church office:   01483 421267 

D 
o you care deeply about the environment? 

About climate change?  Have you been out ‘in 

nature’ more since Lockdown started?  Are 

you worried about species loss? About new diseases 

arising from mankind’s proximity to animal species 

because of loss of the animals’ natural habitats?   

What difference can we make – in our homes, 

our communities and as part of the church?  

These are all issues with which A Rocha is  

wrestling and about which it is encouraging us to get 

involved. 

A Rocha was founded about 20 years ago as a 

local Christian conservation project in a deprived and 

multi-ethnic area of Southall, west London. That work 

goes on, based at their Wolf Fields reserve. But who 

would have dreamed that A Rocha UK would now be 

leading a fast-growing network of Christian organisa-

tions committed to managing their land for nature, 

with Partners in Action in all four UK nations?  Or that 

they would be facilitating an Eco-church movement of 

more than 3,100 local churches in England and Wales, 

learning how to care for creation in all they do?  Or 

that they would be hosting an ‘online community’ – 

the phrase hadn’t even been invented 20 years ago – of 

‘Wild Christians’ caring for nature?  

 What do A Rocha UK believe God’s message is 

for them in the critical decade ahead?  This is what 

they say. 

 “First, to hold true to our mission: to equip 

Christians to protect and restore the environment – for 

God, nature and all people. Secondly, to invite all 

Christians and churches to join us in helping to bring 

about a bold vision of change which is:   

    “Land for nature: We want to see land 

owned by denominations and networks, Christian  

organisations and individuals being managed for    

nature. 

    “Christians for nature: We want to see local 

churches and individuals engaged in deliberate and on-

going action to protect nature and address climate 

change practically and by using their voices to speak 

up for change. 

    “Nature for All: We want to see the general 

public actively benefiting from access to nature on 

land owned or managed by UK churches, Christian 

organisations and individuals. 

 “To achieve this we will need to work in new 

ways.  And we will need many more people to join us 

with their time, prayer, voice and support.  But if this 

vision is from Him, we believe God will provide. 

 “Please pray for staff, trustees and volunteers as 

we refine practical plans to advance this vision. 

“What are A Rocha’s main activities? 

“ECO-CHURCH. What’s that? So far 3,100 

churches have signed up to care actively for God’s 

creation by reducing their carbon footprint and to 

demonstrate that the gospel is good news for God’s 

earth.   Should we join?   

“WILD CHRISTIANS. Who are they? A Rocha 

UK’s Wild Christian scheme is a community of     

families and individuals exploring the connections 

between our faith, the natural environment, and how 

we live.  Interested in joining?  

“PARTNERS IN ACTION is a collaborative 

network of Christian land managers demonstrating 

active care for the natural world.  This network is co-

ordinated by A Rocha UK and works in practical ways 

that include participating in joint conservation work 

like the Target Ten Project, by sharing ideas and    

information and by praying for one another. Partners 

in Action are youth outdoor centres, community 

groups, intentional communities and retreat centres. 

All of them are working for a positive impact on their 

land and their visitors out of a conviction that all of us 

have a responsibility to care for the natural world and 

those who inhabit it. We hope you will get involved 

with a Partner near you!” 

If you are interested to read more, or would like 

to get involved, or are thinking of giving a donation, 

visit the A Rocha website: www.arocha.org.uk.  

The Church Easter Appeal: A Rocha UKThe Church Easter Appeal: A Rocha UKThe Church Easter Appeal: A Rocha UKThe Church Easter Appeal: A Rocha UK    
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Ichthus Small Group, 
Tuesdays 7.30-8.45pm   
Anto continues youth meetings for  
years 10 through 6th form, on Zoom.  
If you would like to join us, for an invite 
please email: Anto.Ficatier@bhcgodalming.org    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come join our virtual Toddler sing along!   
Sessions will be led by Lisa Olsworth-Peter.  
Please email if you would like an invite:    
Lisa.Olsworth-peter@bhcgodalming.org  

9.45-10.15	via	Zoom	

will hopefully be running from Wednesday 
21st April 

 

 

 

At our March Meeting  we were delighted that Ceri Apark was able to do a presentation 
about her amazing experiences, with some wonderful photos, of her five weeks walking the Camino de Santiago 
de Compostela, in Spain.   
 

On Thursday 8 April, our talk is ‘Meeting the world right here in Surrey’  
Our speaker, Louise Baumberg, has been working with refugees for several years, mainly with young people 
who have arrived alone. Sometimes as a foster carer and, more recently, as a caseworker with Big Leaf Founda-
tion, a charity which supports displaced young people in Surrey.  She has also studied for an MA in Refugee 
Care.  Come and find out what Louise has to say about the challenges and achievements of this diverse group of 
individuals living in our community.   
 It may give you a fresh perspective on life, and all the things we take for granted. This will be a free 
Zoom meeting starting at 8pm, but you’re invited to join from 7.45pm for a chance to chat with others.   
 We look forward to seeing you. BHC Public Personal Meeting Room:  946 391 4833   Usual Password 

All are welcome to our Zoom Nexus events, including men! 
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Up-dates – and Save the Dates  
 

 

First of all, the annual Parish Assembly.  It will have to be a Zoom event, 
but the Parish Council hopes this won’t put people off attending (after all, 
whether we like it or not, most of us have become Zoom experts by now!) 
 

It will be on the evening of Thursday 22 April and you can find full details  
on page 11. 
 

 

Secondly, summer is on the way.  So check out 
page 23 for what’s on the cards.  A mini fete is 
planned for Saturday 28 August and, as a  
warm-up event, the Hambledon Cricket Club  
will be playing the Hambledon Village Shop 
team on the afternoon of Sunday 20 June. 
 

Hambledon still knows how to party! 

What’s next for Prime Time? What’s next for Prime Time? What’s next for Prime Time? What’s next for Prime Time?     The Prime Time Team are currently exploring options for 
how we might be able to gather again safely once lockdown restrictions have been eased  
sufficiently.  It is likely that we will start off offering opportunities for people to gather in small 

groups rather than attempting large events. So do look out for announcements arriving in the post or to your 
email inbox, or keep your eyes on the lookout for up-dates in subsequent editions of this magazine. 

Until we are able to meet again, Prime Time members are being asked to participate in a project. As 
we have recently passed the one-year anniversary of entering lockdown, to mark this milestone Prime Time is 
producing a Year Book reflecting Prime Timers’ experiences during the period: a kind of scrapbook in which 
we can stick items that we associate with this very strange part of our lives.  It will be a diary of the year 
we’ve just lived through but also a reminder of some of the things that have helped get us through.    

From new recipes we’ve tried, to poems we’ve written, TV programmes watched and books read.    
Every scrapbook needs some illustrations, so we’re looking for lockdown photos too.  All will be documented 
as a permanent record of these strangest of times and as a reminder to us all that, although life as we knew 
it stopped for a year, Prime Time – and most importantly the Prime Timers – most definitely did not; we just 
adapted. 

The plan ultimately would be for multiple copies of the Year Book to be printed, with all Prime Time 
members receiving a copy so that they have something positive to reflect on from these strangest of times; 
and hopefully it would also be a means by which they feel (re)connected to their Prime Time friends. 

Items for inclusion in the Prime Time Year Book can either be sent electronically via email to:       
primetime@bhcgodalming.org  or hard copies and printed photos can be sent (marked for the attention of 
Penny Naylor) to The Old Rectory, Old Rectory Gardens, Godalming. GU7 1XB  All items will be copied and the  

originals returned to their owners.  

Starting on Easter Saturday 3 April and running in the Easter holidays 3-18 April, this is a trail 
around Hambledon to find clues to find the treasure chest of eggs.  Then crack the code to get 
your egg.  Join the Zoom launch on Easter Saturday at 9.30 am for instructions and the first 
clue. Maps will be available to collect from Hambledon Church.  Use the QR for more info. 
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Mostly about planningMostly about planningMostly about planningMostly about planning    

It must be due to spring—lots of ideas are sprouting on the planning front  
– on which the Parish Council (and, in due course, next-door neighbours) 
will be keeping a weather eye during the forthcoming months. 

 

Hambledon 

Parish Council 

H 
ambledon Parish Council convened via zoom 
call on 2 March.  At the start a few moments        
silence was held in remembrance of John Tid-

marsh, a well-respected and loyal member of the   
community who had contributed to Hambledon over 
many years.  He is greatly missed in the village.  

In the public section of the  meeting the Parish 
Council received a presentation, on behalf of the new 
owner of Nutbourne Park, by Savills and architects 
John Purdy Associates who will be having pre-

application discussions with  Waverley  Borough 
Council prior to making a formal planning application.  
They explained that “as opposed to the currently-

proposed two-storey dwelling, their recommendation is 
for a single-storey residential dwelling on the site”. 
They wish to construct “a more low-key, sustainable 
and eco-friendly property of   contemporary architec-
ture which focuses on nature”. 

Councillors thanked them and confirmed they 
would comment formally when the application was 
lodged.  They also noted that  Hambledon’s Waverley 
Borough Councillors and immediate residents would 
be contacted as part of the pre-application process,  

The Council noted a request for a Certificate of 
Lawfulness for Hydon House and a planning applica-
tion for Meadow Cottage.  It objected to the infilling 
proposal for two dwellings on the land adjoining the 
Old School House on Church Lane which is in the 
Green Belt, the AONB and an AGLV; is part of a   
conservation area; and is not a brownfield site.   

It was also noted that a further appeal had been 
lodged by UKOG for exploratory oil and gas drilling at 
High Loxley in Dunsfold. 

Cllr McKeith confirmed that Colin Rapley had 
completed ditching works in the village for the winter. 
The SGN works were due to finish just before the end 
of March when, hopefully, Lane End would re-open.  
[Note:  it did, on 19 March, to resounding cheers!]  
Due to traffic constraints SGN had decided not to   
continue their works up Malthouse Lane for the time 
being; but this could change. 

Cllr Payne reported that the mountain biking 
problems on Hydons Ball had been resolved. However, 
further issues with private woodland being cut back for 
such activities had been reported to both the Parish 
Council and Surrey Police and action was being taken.  

The Council had been contacted by the new  
owner of the field by Hydon’s Farm at the Hydestile 
Crossroad and the field opposite the football ground.  
This land had previously been held in a family trust  
but had now been bought; and the new owner was    
exploring ideas for rural industrial buildings on the site 
of the glass houses that had formerly stood on the field 
behind the Farm and, possibly, some small houses on 
the field opposite the football field.  No planning    
application was imminent. 

 

Cllr Grove reported that the Village Hall would 
soon be re-opening in accordance with government 
guidance.   The Hall committee had received a number 
of generous grants from individuals and organisations 
which has helped with on-going overheads and  
maintenance works. 

Cllr Sinnott confirmed  that the Hambledon   
Village Festival Committee had met to discuss         
possibilities for replacing the 2021 Festival.  These  
included a fete, a music event and an August BBQ (see 
separate announcement on page 23); and it was hoped 
that Cllr Underwood’s dog show would  head the bill. 

The Village Shop was trading well and the 
Nursery School was also handling the current situation 
well, with teachers, parents and children all pleased to 
be back. 

All Parish Council business, including minutes 
and current agenda can be found on the village web-
site, www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk, which also contains 
covid-19 instructions.  For the moment, Council   
meetings continue to be convened via zoom rather than 
being held in the Village Hall.   

 

Shared Ownership Property Available  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Although English Rural specified an initial deadline for 
applications of 30 March, this could be extended if no 
suitable purchaser is found by that time.   Priority will be 
given to applicants with Hambledon connections.  
For more about English Rural please visit https://
englishrural.org.uk/ – or https://englishrural.org.uk/
property/1-duncombs-cottages-hambledon-shared-
ownership/ 
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New Parish Noticeboard New Parish Noticeboard New Parish Noticeboard New Parish Noticeboard     

A new parish noticeboard has been installed close to the Hydestile 
Crossroads, clearly visible to people entering the village and        
replacing the old one on the bus shelter wall. 

for this work. Martyn and Tim Coleman installed the 
new board at the crossroads with a little help from a 
passing John May.  

        The notice boards display details and agenda 
of forthcoming Parish Council meetings, which is a 
legal requirement. They also display other Parish 
Council news and, on application to the Clerk, can be 
used to carry notification of village events.  

The parish magazine and the village website also 
carry Parish Council information; but noticeboards are 
still widely used across the country to keep villagers      
informed. 

*Surrey County Council has announced that the 
Norbury sawmill is to close at the end of this month, 
after renegotiating its management agreement with 
Surrey Wildlife Trust. The council claims the sawmill, 
which produces a wide range of wood products made 
by skilled craftsmen using traditional methods, is loss-
making. This is disputed, and many Surrey residents 
have expressed outrage at the decision to close what is 
one of only very few traditional sawmills in the county. 

A petition against its closure can be found at the 
following link –  http://petitions.surreycc.gov.uk/
SawmillHeritage/ 

T 
he board is made of oak and has a lockable   
cabinet. It was manufactured by the Norbury 
Park Sawmill.  This is operated by the Surrey 

Wildlife Trust within the Norbury Park conservation 
area on the North Downs; and the Trust manages it on 
behalf of Surrey County Council*. 

All its timber is sourced from sustainably      
managed reserves, locally wherever possible; and the 
Sawmill uses traditional methods. This made it the 
obvious choice when Hambledon Parish Council    
decided it was time to replace the old and dilapidated 
board on the bus shelter wall, pictured on the right. 

The new board has been erected on the grass 
verge on the opposite side of the road. It can be seen 
clearly by passers-by and there is a field entry space 
where people can pull in to look at the notices. 

The photograph shows the new board in position. 
Yet to receive any notices, it instead reflects back the 
listed Hydestile Farmhouse on the opposite side of the 
crossroads. 

        Villagers may have noticed that the two 
other parish noticeboards, on the wall of the Village 
Shop and opposite the Merry Harriers, have also been 
renovated and  reinstated.  Thanks go to Martyn Grove 

Hambledon Parish Assembly 

  

T 
he annual Parish Assembly will be held on 22 April at 7.30pm.  As it will not be possible to use the Village 
Hall due to covid restrictions, the Assembly will be held remotely using Zoom.  All are welcome to log in to 
the meeting to hear annual reports from representatives of village clubs, organisations and societies, includ-

ing the shop, church, cricket and football clubs and the nursery school, as well as a review of the past year from the  
Parish Council Chairman, John Anderson. 

 

The connections details can be found below. However, if you are unable to connect via Zoom, or do not wish 
to do so, a full report of the meeting will appear in the June issue of the parish magazine and on the village website. 

 

If you are not attending on Zoom but wish to raise a question, please send it in advance to Parish Clerk Julie 
Flenley at clerkofhpc@outlook.com 

 

If you are attending, please join up to 15 minutes before the 7.30 start time, to allow for admittance.  Please 
also look at the village website nearer the time in case of any last-minute changes. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82005513950?pwd=aWhSZWdtenNvV0VkbzJLV1RBWGt0QT09 

 

Meeting ID: 820 0551 3950 

Passcode: 373057 

 

One tap mobile 

+441314601196,,82005513950#,,,,*373057# United Kingdom 

+442030512874,,82005513950#,,,,*373057# United Kingdom 

Dial by your location 

        +44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 

        +44 203 051 2874 United Kingdom 

* If you do not have Zoom, but would like to install it, details can easily be found by searching online. But, if you 

have any questions or need help, please email the Clerk in the first instance and assistance can be offered. 
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B 
ut first, a note to let everyone know that the family 
has organised a small private cremation (sadly 
limited by current restrictions) for   Tuesday 30 

March. Those who would like to pay their respects/wave 
John off are invited to position themselves somewhere on 
the side of the road along the route of the hearse. It will 
leave St Mary's Church in Chiddingfold at 12.45pm, take 
the Petworth Road up to the Hambledon turn-off and then 
turn left down New Road and head towards Haslemere. It 
is due to reach Grayshott at 1.30pm for a small service at 
the burial ground. 

The family are also planning a thanksgiving  service 
in September for Annie, who died last March, and John.  
Those who would like to be notified of the details are 
asked to sign up on the website  www.mrandmrstids.com 
so that details can be emailed to them as soon as they 
are confirmed. 

 

John never sat still. He rarely stayed quiet. Quick 
tempered but kind-hearted, always ready to have a chat 
– he loved people and his community. As an octoge-
narian, Dad threw himself at everything with youthful 
energy and a somewhat   casual regard for skill or 
knowledge. He spoke his mind, occasionally getting 
away with saying something outrageous, always with a 
twinkle in his eye. 

He took his personal grooming seriously but his 
clothes were falling apart and he never bothered with 
socks. A dedicated Telegraph reader for the last 40 
years but sometimes surprisingly left wing. A        
chartered accountant, obsessed by his bank balance 
and the stock market but adamant that money was the 
root of all evil. He was certainly an amusing mix of 
contradictions and, when we teased him for it, always 
happy to laugh about it. 

Dad enjoyed the company of others as much as 
he enjoyed time on his own – either working in the 
garden, tending a bonfire or on his latest jigsaw. He 
was genuinely interested in people, quick to remember 
faces and names - of all generations. 

His love of hedging, ditching and bonfires started 
when his family moved to a house on West End Lane 
(between Chiddingfold and Haslemere) with lots of 
woodland.   It was 1946.  He and his twin brother were 
11 and had been sent to a tough Lancashire boarding 
school during the war.  Prep school for Dad involved 
daily cold showers, regular beatings and (much to our 
amazement when he told us) naked swimming lessons 
– for all boys and masters. 

At 13 the boys were sent to Marlborough College 
(chosen by their father for its hockey prowess) and 
Dad absolutely loved it.  He was never academic but 
he was always keen, always up for a prank and an able 
sportsman. His school reports describe the boy almost 
exactly as recent condolence letters have described the 
man: ‘perhaps a lack of skill, compensated by an    
excess of infectious enthusiasm.’ 

Sport saw Dad through school and then adult 
life: he even played international rugby, representing 
Tanganyika (now Tanzania) where he was stationed 
for his National Service. He played hockey through his 
30s, for Guildford and Godalming and then his own 
local touring side, the ‘Sydenhurst Ramblers’. He was 
also a regular on the cricket pitch – playing for     
Chiddingfold from his teenage years until he was 50. 
Many of Dad’s lifelong friends were those he made 
through local sport and he only recently told us that 
the days of hockey, cricket, squash and a little golf 
were the happiest of his life. 

In 1958, Dad qualified as a chartered accountant 
but went into the family firm, R H Thompson, selling 
bacon. It was then that Dad was an eligible bachelor 
(complete with a sports car) living, working and      
partying in London by week and spending weekends 
with his parents near Chiddingfold. Friends would join 
him for weekends of bridge, decent food and, of 
course, sporting fixtures. 

Dad met Mum in 1963 when they went to the 
same wedding. They had a dance. Dad was 28 and 
Mum was 18. Dad always said that he walked away 
thinking ‘attractive but bossy’. They didn’t meet again 
until 1973 and then they were engaged three months 
later.  

Dad’s much-adored mother died in her 60s,  
leaving him and his father, Denis, as weekend house-
mates and great companions.  Mum often recounted 
the day when Dad brought her home to meet Denis. 
She always said he was the nicest man she ever met – 
‘just like John but without the temper’. 

Dad was a natural salesman (do not confuse sales 
with customer service) and went on from selling bacon 
to selling garden toys. He accepted a job offer from his 
twin brother - to become a sales representative for TP 
Activity Toys – and loved it. His customers loved him 
(he retained many of those relationships for the rest of 
his life), he loved driving around the south east 
(despite being a dreadful driver), he put up climbing 

 

PARISH & PEOPLE 

John Stewart Cooper Tidmarsh, 20 September 1935 - 27 February 2021.  This tribute to one 
of  Hambledon’s best-loved residents is by his daughters Jo Ingham and Rosie Aneja (once 
known as Joanna and Rosemary Tidmarsh) 
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Which is what 15 February was for local resident (and 
MP) Jeremy Hunt who fractured his left elbow in three 
places whilst running in last month’s icy weather.  
But, as was reported in his subsequent constituency 
updates, he had an operation the following day which 
appears to have been a success.  Now he’s working his 
way through six weeks in plaster and six weeks rehab.   

And that’s not all:  having ducked the corona-
virus for over a year, news came through to Jeremy 
from NHS Test & Trace on 9 March that he’d        
succumbed to it.  Symptoms mild, mainly fatigue;  but 
the family has, of course, had to go into self-isolation 
– and is getting wonderful support from neighbours 
and friends.  All of us in Hambledon wish him well for 
two complete recoveries. 

Tough MondayTough MondayTough MondayTough Monday    

And that’s not the end of Jeremy’s news.  Thanks 
to him Hambledon has received not one but two South 
West Surrey Community Heroes Awards.  One of 
these went to the Village Shop (for details see page 15 
of this issue); the other recipient is the Church –     
actually Busbridge and Hambledon Church, but   
Hambledon is generous and never minds sharing a 
good thing!  The following is an extract from Jeremy’s 
4 March  constituency up-date –    

LOCAL HEROES: To-day’s South West Surrey 
Hero is the Revd. Simon Taylor, Vicar of Busbridge 
[actually Rector of Busbridge and Hambledon]. He 
happens to be my parish priest (along with the equally 
heroic Simon Willetts in Hambledon) and their work 
through the pandemic, supported by an amazing team 
of volunteers, has been extraordinary. A particular 
highlight was the drive-through carol service at      
Godalming College just before Christmas but the live-

streamed Graham Norton-style services from Simon’s 
garden every Sunday morning are also a must-watch. 

frames with little regard for the instructions and     al-
ways with a drill to hand to make the odd impromptu 
‘adjustment’. As he worked from home, he was often 
able to collect us from school, spend time in the     gar-
den and play an active role in the local community. 

In 1989 he had a great wife, two healthy children 
and a great job but money was tight. For that reason, 
holidays were non-existent and Dad felt compelled to 
offer us children an alternative. Perhaps with a small 
amount of his sales technique employed, we set our 
hearts on a dog. Mum was horrified and Dad          de-
lighted. We brought an unruly ‘Lady’ home from the 
Chobham RSPCA and she was definitely Dad’s fa-
vourite daughter. 

Money issues didn’t improve so it was decided 
that we would move to a smaller house. We moved 
across Chiddingfold to Meadow Cottage on Lane End 
in 1990 and never looked back.  Mum and Dad      ex-
tended the house slightly and built the double garage 
across the road. They did very little else to change the 
house and garden; they were pretty careful. The only 
thing that Mum really wanted was a new kitchen and 
she had her heart set on a handmade one. When Dad 
went to see the joiner, Mr Clifton, he asked Dad for a 
budget. When Dad gave him the number, the joiner 
smiled and pointed to a small shelf unit on the wall of 
his workshop and said ‘that will buy you that’. Dad 
always says he couldn’t really believe how expensive it 
was but it was the best money he ever spent because 
the kitchen has stood the test of time and played host to 
thousands of happy hours of cooking and  entertaining 
for our family. 

The rest of Dad’s story is probably familiar to 
most of you – Dad started his involvement in the Vil-
lage Shop as the Treasurer in 1993 as he approached 
retirement. He worked his way up to the role of sub-

postmaster after a spell of being the shop committee 
chairman, taking on shifts manning the till and push-
ing health and safety boundaries behind the deli coun-
ter. When he stepped down as chairman he turned his   
attention to the Village Hall committee. This was    
really more Dad’s thing: up a ladder, down a drain, 
being privy to social plans in the village and, most  
importantly, working with a group of people who   
became good friends. 

As well as playing an active role in Hambledon 
(guiding at Oakhurst Cottage for over 10 years, 30 
years of Neighbourhood Watch, looking after the car 
park at Vann, the bric-a-brac at the fete) Dad was 
good at retaining friendships and making new ones. 
He was a prolific letter writer and big fan of a tele-
phone call for a catch-up.  He never missed the oppor-
tunity to visit someone in hospital, a nursing home or 
stuck at home.  He was generous with his time and 
quick to act when he felt someone was in need. 

As Dad said, “85 is a decent innings” and we 
feel at peace with the fact that all through his life he 
did things his way – and he appeared to take his de-
parture at his own pace and in his own style. It was a 
bit quick, he probably had more to say. We think, 
given the opportunity, he would want to thank the 
people of Hambledon who have either tolerated him, 
fallen victim to his boyish charm or simply been on 
his team. 

Many of Cynthia Miller’s friends already know that 
she had to go into hospital a few weeks ago, having 
suffered a minor stroke.  Recovery is, as always, not as 
fast as everyone would like; but she is making good 
progress and Derek is able to talk to her pretty regular-
ly on the telephone (and sometimes via zoom).  Their 
daughter Janet is currently staying at Meadow Cottage 
which is a big comfort to both Cynthia and Derek.   
All of us in Hambledon send our best wishes to the 
Miller family.  They are, and have always have been, a 
huge part of village life;  and we hope that Cynthia 
will be back home before too long.   

And, closer to homeAnd, closer to homeAnd, closer to homeAnd, closer to home    



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  April 2021,  Page 14 

A 
sparagus – a fleeting seasonal treat, the start of 
fresh, sharper, sprightlier flavours. Our rhubarb 
bows out with the crumbles, pies, fools and 

tarts now.     
Wild garlic in the hedgerow; pungent clusters in 

a damp glade; unnoticed by a park bench or grave-
stone.   Stirring the heart of all foragers. Wild garlic. 
Or devil’s posy.  The brown bears’ favourite food.  
Your nose will discover it first. The broad spear-
shaped leaves are easy to identify: a few plants such as 
the poisonous lily of the valley look very similar.  But 
none has that characterful smell, taste and aroma remi-
niscent of chives, spring onion and, of course, garlic.  
Use it all, the seed pod, leaf and flower. In salads and 
soups; creamed into butter,    mascarpone cheese or 
mayonnaise; stuffed into a chicken cavity; or on bru-
schetta with some chopped sorrel.    

Sorrel. The lemony, sharp, lively, refreshing herb 
– and wild garlic: a perfect bond.  An untidy herb in 
the garden.  Vivid green with a feathery red and brown 
necklace, sorrel has a strong sharp taste which stops us 
using too much of it.  A warning sign as it is poisonous 
in large quantities and can cause kidney damage and 
dermatitis.  Eat the leaves raw in salads or cooked like 
spinach.  Eat it in pesto along with the wild garlic; in 
soups and omelettes; in sauces, salse verde and 
chimichurri; or wrap it around pork, steak, fish and 
seafood dishes.    

Omelettes, hollandaise, mayonnaise, asparagus 
and eggs.  The hunt for eggs.   Not the chocolate ones, 
albeit Easter’s distraction.  Eggs: mysterious and     
miraculous. The exchange of brightly-painted eggs, the 
most private things in the world before broken, dates 
back to pre-Christian times as a token of renewed life.   
Hard-boiled and decorated; boiled in spinach or along- 
side raw beetroot for vibrant green and red.   Or        
secretly filled with melted chocolate.   Pin hole in the 
top, let the yolk and white run out. then fill with     
chocolate.    Great fun for the kids.    

Eggs.  There is only so much I can write about 
vegetables.  Think I’ve covered most in the last four  
years.   For a change, the ultimate fast food and        
foundation of all diets and cultures, I’ve chosen the 
egg.   Seems appropriate.  Nothing beats a perfectly 
cooked scrambled egg or a slightly boiled one, ready 
and  waiting for the attack of the soldier or asparagus 
spear.  Pure, rich, perfectly seasoned simplicity.   And 
there’s something very comforting about a classic 
herby or cheese omelette.  Make a second one to put in 
the fridge to eat cold later, with a garlic, chive and   
sorrel dressing and a side of crisp rocket leaves.    

Remember the retro eggs mimosa, mornay or 
fricasse?  A few more things my mother could       
obliterate.  Oeuff en cocotte, eggs and leeks in a welsh 
rabbit.  With anchovies and noodles or covered in a 
provencal sauce. Kuku Sabzi, a Persian-style frittata, 

spicy and herby which my funny Persian chef in Jerez 
served me with feta, yoghurt and pickles.  Delicious.    

For now, alongside purple sprouting broccoli 
whilst we wait for the asparagus. A pleasing spring 
lunch. A warm soft-boiled egg broken and drizzled 
with olive oil and a pile of semi-roasted cherry toma-
toes on top of wilted spinach or spring greens.  The 
queens of left-overs.   If in doubt put an egg on it.   

Again, believe it or not, we have all the ingredi-
ents in our big little shop.   

Happy Easter, Hambledon 

Of Easter and other eggsOf Easter and other eggsOf Easter and other eggsOf Easter and other eggs    

Spring: sorrel, wild garlic, asparagus and the hunt for eggs.  Dancing    
daffodils, spring showers, the soft ephemeral snow of blossoms.   
April is all about change.   Smart bundles of asparagus herald the start 
of  the year’s produce bounty.   

Dukka crumble, eggs, roast tomatoes and lentils  Dukka crumble, eggs, roast tomatoes and lentils  Dukka crumble, eggs, roast tomatoes and lentils  Dukka crumble, eggs, roast tomatoes and lentils      
 

About 250 gms brown or dark lentils, cooked as per    
instructions or from a can (we have both in store). 
A good handful of chopped wild garlic, onion, chopped 
coriander, celery, chopped mint, a tiny quick grate of    
lemon zest, a squeeze of lemon, a glug of red wine      
vinegar.  Mix it all into the lentils, then set aside for the 
flavours to infuse but keep warm on a warming plate.  
 

Roast about 20 cherry tomatoes caked in harissa in the 
oven for about 20 minutes (you want them warm and still 
red,  looking like tomatoes). 
 

Whilst they are cooking make your dukka. (This recipe will 
make too much so put it in a jar for another time.  It’s a 
great condiment for spring and summer –    full of eastern 
stories.) 
75g hazelnuts ( skins on ) 3 tbsp coriander seeds 
50g sesame seeds  1 tbsp white peppercorns 
1tsp nigella seeds  11/2 tbsp cumin seeds 
1tbsp sunflower seeds 1tsp paprika 
  1/2 tsp sea salt flakes.   
You do have to toast these ingredients separately, other-
wise the flavours infuse too much.  
In a frying pan toast the hazelnuts until they smell toasted 
but not burnt.  Set aside to cool;  then crush them in a 
mortar until coarsely ground.  
Then the nigella seeds and sesame seeds; set aside.  
Then the sunflower seeds; cool, roughly crush and add to 
the nuts. 
Then the coriander seeds; set aside and when cool grind 
very roughly.   
Then the peppercorns.  
Then the cumin.  Do the same.   
Now mix all the spices and seeds in with the nuts.  Add the 
salt and paprika and when cold pop in a jar for  storage 
until you need them.   
 

Just before your tomatoes are cooked boil an egg for each 
person you are serving. They should still be extra- runny.  
Rinse them in cold water, then peel them as quickly as 
your hands allow, then roll them in the dukka mix.    
 

Lentils done.  Tomatoes done.  Serve on a broken  terra-
cotta platter.  Lentils first, then the tomatoes, eggs on top.  
Break the eggs, then sprinkle with a little more dukka mix.   
Serve immediately.    
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Full of Easter cheerFull of Easter cheerFull of Easter cheerFull of Easter cheer    

A 
ll types of 
eggs are 
available at 

the time of going to 
press but once they 
are gone … they 
are gone! So hop 
over to the shop to 
avoid disappoint-
ment. They come 
in a variety of sizes 

including smaller foil-covered eggs that children love 
to discover in gardens and also dairy-free, gluten-free 
and vegan.  

If eggs aren’t your thing there are plenty of other 
delights, from Jane Cookman’s scrummy new orange 
and poppy seed cake – doesn’t that sound delicious?  - 
to Bron’s salad specials – seasonal salads I’m sure, 
Bron – can’t wait to refresh the taste buds.  The Sodt 
ciabatta and the cinnamon buns that were introduced 
recently have been a roaring success: just roll up to the 
shop and ask.  Or you could order in advance.  These 
are clearly excellent additions to the already bulging 
shop stock list.   

Don’t forget, any meat orders for Easter should 
be placed early with the shop (at least 48 hours before 
pick up).  Orders are being taken now.  

Two more items before we go onto messages.  
First, Pickled Pears (see facing page) has a wonderful 
take on eggs and also ideas for using those fabulous 
ingredients of sorrel and wild garlic. I would urge you 
to take a peep.  Secondly, sadly we can’t hold an Easter 
egg hunt this year but it’s looking as though there’ll be 
alternative events for children at the mini-fete. 

So to a message from Gill: “We’ve been adhering 
to government guidelines since the pandemic started 
and we continue to do so. As soon as we are allowed 
(not before 12 April as per the government website) we 
will turn over the picnic tables and customers will be 
able to enjoy their deli-cafe food outside again. At the 
same time we hope to be able to re-instate the weekend 
deli service.” What a welcome message: fingers 
crossed for lovely spring weather. 

Another uplifting message comes from the Chair 
of the Shop Management Committee, Alison Scott-
Bishop, who, on behalf of the Committee, would like 
to provide a brief up-date on the results of the hard 
work put in by a wide range of people to keep the shop 
open and running over the last 12 months.  “The     
accounts for the year to 31 January 2021 have not yet 
been audited so things may change before they are 
finalised and presented to shareholders at the AGM 
later in the year.  However, the unaudited figures    
suggest that the shop made a modest operating profit 
which exceeds that for the year to 31 January 2020.  To 
have managed an increase in such a difficult year is 
truly amazing. 

 “Some of the increase is down to strong sales in 
certain areas.  Our thanks go to all those villagers who 
made use of the delivery service during the first lock-
down and those who continue to do so, plus those who 
have returned to the shop since it re-opened.  However, 
a major factor is the huge effort that a lot of            
people have put in, many on a unpaid basis, since the 
start of the first lockdown in March 2020.  As we made 
rapid changes to the running of the shop, a core group 
of staff, volunteers and helpers operated a delivery 
system and we are tremendously grateful for their hard 
work and dedication. 

 “Shop operations have expanded and contracted 
since then to ensure, within the prevailing guidance, 
the provision of as wide a range of  services as possible 
to the residents of Hambledon and the surrounding 
villages whilst maintaining the safety of staff,         
volunteers and customers.  It is to everyone’s credit 
that, as a result of these efforts, the shop has never had 
to close due to infection. 

 “For a variety of reasons, including the shop’s 
fluctuating operating model and health and safety   
considerations, we have not been able to involve all of 
our staff and volunteers over the last 12 months.  How-
ever, we soon hope to welcome them back on board. 

 “We will be able to provide more detail on 
the shop’s financial performance at the AGM; but we 
wanted to let everyone know now that the combined 
efforts of many people have ensured that the shop has 
not only survived through the covid pandemic: it has 
thrived.    

 “So thank you from everyone on the Committee 
to everyone who has been involved in so much hard 
work and dedication to this vital community resource.” 

Wow, haven’t the shop teams done brilliantly. 
We commend them all. 

Emma Dunn has been co-opted on to the Shop 
Management Committee as a member and Secretary. 
Her appointment will be put forward for approval at 
the AGM.  She joins Alison, Gill Darbyshire, Sean 
Sinnott and Tabby White and takes the place of Jane 
Moore who stepped down in December 2020. The 
Committee is very grateful to Jane for her valuable 
work over the last few years and everyone now looks 
forward to working with Emma. 

And finally, Jeremy Hunt, our local MP, in    
conjunction with Tindle Newspapers, has awarded 
Hambledon Village Shop a South West Surrey Com-
munity Heroes Award.  This new scheme  acknowl-
edges and shines a spotlight on those people going 
above and beyond to help others during these challeng-
ing times. It celebrates individuals or groups who go 
that “extra mile”, whether that be supporting their 
neighbours through the covid-19 pandemic, fundrais-
ing or helping the community.  More details can be 
found on Jeremy’s website – and there’s information 
about another of his Hambledon Heroes on page 13. 

So Easter is arriving, with primroses, daffodils, bluebells and other 
colourful spring flowers showing their heads – and how welcome 
they are in brightening our village.   The shop, as ever, looks    
cheerful as well, with Rosemary’s flowers and Easter eggs on show. 

The Village Shop 
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1.Let the grass grow.  Mixing up grass types will 
help biodiversity. Mow the grass nearest to the house 
because closely mown grass mimics the grazing     
pattern of wild ponies and attracts certain birds. Leave 
other areas to grow longer or create an area of wild-
flower meadow. This will need cutting just once a year 
– providing a 
sequence of 
flowers and seed 
heads that will 
change weekly. 
Leaving weeds 
to grow in a 
wild corner will 
also attract inter-
esting bugs.  

2. Ditch 
the poison.  One 
reason behind the massive losses of insects in our 
countryside is the increasing use of pesticides and 
herbicides – not only on farmland but also in gardens. 
Instead, use nematodes to deal with slug issues and 
swap fertilisers for an organic seaweed feed.  

3. Embrace the mess.  Dead branches and piles 
of leaves, logs and rocks can provide a habitat for  
insects and hedgehogs, or food for beetle larvae.    
Decay is part of the natural cycle of returning nutrients 
to the ground. A compost heap will also provide home 
to all manner of creatures. Andrew Salisbury, principal 
entomologist at the Royal Horticultural Society, says: 
“The more foliage there is, the more invertebrates you 
will have in your garden.” 

        4. Plant trees.  Native trees have the greatest 
benefit to our wildlife because they evolved together.    
Consider silver birch, rowan, hawthorn, elderberry, 
holly, yew or crab apple.  All top fruit trees such as 
apples, pears, plums and cherries are good for wildlife. 
Plant at a mix of heights for  different species. Long-

tailed tits require trees above head height, whereas 
wrens and dunnocks need dense cover low down.  

5. Scrub-up.  Scrub – including thorny shrubs, 
grasses and young trees – provides an invaluable 
source of nectar, seeds, shelter and nest sites for     
invertebrates, birds and mammals. Brambles, sallow, 
hawthorn, blackthorn, honeysuckle and wild rose will 
all naturally form dense mounds or thickets.  Scrub of 
varied age supports the widest range of wildlife, as 
some species depend on specific growth stages of  
certain plants. 

6. Plant with nature in mind.  To encourage wild-
life, select plants that provide all-round nectar, pollen, 
seeds and berries. Try pollinator-friendly clover,    
lavender and snowdrops. Encourage ivy and tolerate 
nettles – they are where butterflies lay eggs. Ditch 
cheap supermarket perennials as they can be full of 
chemicals. Don’t deadhead all your plants in autumn – 

Rewilding Communities and GardensRewilding Communities and GardensRewilding Communities and GardensRewilding Communities and Gardens    

A follow-up article to Helping the Environment, published in last month’s magazine, which suggests 

ways in which those of us with gardens can play our part in helping nature to flourish.  The author  
is Gwyneth Rees,  a journalist and a volunteer with Rewilding Britain – a country-wide charity that  
focusses on the benefits that rewilding can bring to people, nature and climate. 

W 
hile many people are rightly concerned 
about the climate crisis and the catastrophic 
collapse of biodiversity across the planet, it 

can feel difficult to know how to help.   
Globally, more than half of our wildlife has been 

lost within living memory, largely due to deforesta-
tion, grazing, industrialisation, pollution and over-
exploitation of natural resources.  The respected State 
of Nature report has ranked the UK 189 out of 218 
nations – one of the most nature-depleted countries in 
the world.  The picture would be even worse were it 
not for rewilding initiatives that have begun to spring 
up. Rewilding gives us the opportunity to begin      
reversing biodiversity loss, and to help nature flourish 
again. 

“Rewilding offers hope and the opportunity to 
give nature,   including all of us, a fighting chance – 
saving wildlife,  tackling the climate  emergency and 
benefiting people and communities. Rewilding our 
local areas and gardens also  provides a great way of     
reconnecting with  nature” said Richard Bunting of 
Rewilding Britain and who also runs the environmen-
tal project Little Green Space. 

      Rewilding means restoring ecosystems,   
natural processes and, where appropriate, missing  

species to the environ-
ment, allowing them 
to shape the landscape 
and improve biodiver-
sity. It is not a ‘human 
led’ approach with a 
specific  conservation 
goal in mind. Instead, 
as rewilding pioneer 
Isabella Tree says, it 
means to ‘sit back and 
let nature take the 
driving seat’.    
        The greatest re-
wards from  rewilding 
are seen in large-scale  

projects such as America’s Yellowstone National Park, 
and in the UK at places such as Trees for Life’s      
Dundreggan estate near Loch Ness or Knepp Wildland 
in West Sussex. But much can be done at a smaller 
level, in our communities and gardens.  

In the UK, an estimated 22 million people have 
access to a garden. Within these gardens and in our 
community spaces, dips and hollows, areas of water 
and a range of plants and trees can all be nurtured to 
replicate wilder habitats.  And by linking up, replacing 
fences with hedgerows and allowing nature and natural 
process to take the lead, wildlife and biodiversity will 
have a chance of returning.  

Here are eight ways to make land wilder for 
wildlife.  
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leaving a selection will benefit birds such as sparrows 
and finches. Evergreen plants such as holly will      
provide shelter for invertebrates in winter months.  

7. Go wild for water.  Water attracts wildlife.  If 
you have a stream in your garden, create a bog or   
wetland area by making a dam, mimicking the work of 
the     beaver. Ponds, too, 
are ‘pound for pound’ the 
most wildlife-rich  habitats 
in the country. Make sure 
one side at least is very 
shallow – most wildlife, 
including amphibians such 
as newts and frogs, like 
shallower water than is  
generally thought.  Don’t  
introduce fish as they can 
have an adverse impact on 
other amphibians and  
aquatic insects. Allow water 
plants to colonise naturally.  

8. Look after the soil.  Healthy soil will create a 
biodiverse garden from the ground up. Use organic 
mulch, avoid too much digging and let worms get to 
work.   

For inspiration, check out Rewilding Britain at  
rewildingbritain.org.uk,  You can find out more about 

Little Green Space at little-
greenspace.org.uk.   The 
Knepp Wildland Project, a 
3,500 acre estate south of 
Horsham, is establishing a 
functioning  ecosystem on 
land which used to be inten-
sively farmed  but which is 
now showing extraordinary 
increases in wildlife ranging 
from nightingales to  purple 
emperor butterflies.  There’s 
more about it at knepp.co.uk.      
Photos courtesy of Ken Dykes  
and Izzy Bunting  

H 
undreds of residents responded to Waverley 
Borough Council’s Climate Emergency survey 
with results showing that 93% think climate 

change is a key issue and offering valuable insight into 
what the Council should concentrate on going         
forward.    

The survey was launched following the adoption 
of the Climate Emergency motion in September 2019 
and the Carbon Neutrality Action Plan and Strategy in 
December 2020, which set out the Council’s aim to 
become carbon-neutral by 2030. 

Councillor Steve Williams, Waverley Borough 
Council Portfolio Holder for Environment and       
Sustainability, said:  “We had a fantastic response to 
the survey and the results showed that our communi-
ties think this a critical 
issue, with 73% more         
concerned about climate 
change than they were 12 
months ago.   The infor-
mation gathered from our    
residents, businesses and 
other key groups in the    
Borough also offered some 
valuable insight as to 
where we should be focus-
ing our attention going   
forward.  This included 
increased options for up– 
and re-cycling in order to 
lower carbon footprints, as 
well as investing in renew-
able energy projects and 
more tree planting across 
the Borough.  It also high-
lighted what we as a  
Council need to be doing to 
put our own house in order 
such as tackling our own 
emissions as a priority 

(89%), building new council housing to carbon neutral 
standards and investing in low carbon transport  
choices in our own fleet.” 

Waverley has already started to cut back its   
carbon emissions and support the move towards a net-
zero carbon borough by 2030. It has allocated 
£300,000 to launch action on the climate emergency.  
It is also looking at building zero-carbon homes to 
make Waverley buildings more energy efficient;   
supporting community energy hubs; promoting     
walking, cycling and sustainable transport; and      
harnessing solar energy in strategic locations. 

 To view the Climate Change Strategy and    
Carbon Neutrality Action Plan visit https://
www.waverley.gov.uk/climatechangestrategy 

Climate change action planClimate change action planClimate change action planClimate change action plan    
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Back to school for all  Back to school for all  Back to school for all  Back to school for all  

At last all the pupils and students are back in class – and they’ve 

certainly made the most of the last four weeks of the spring term 
by engaging in a wide range of activities, as Theresa Jones reports. 
 

T 
he majority of our pupils and students have  
continued to attend school during the third lock-
down, but 8 March saw the return of everyone 

to our school community.  It was a busy week and we 
are so proud of how everyone coped with adapting to 
the gradual changes in expectation we were making.  
Staff have been delivering a curriculum which pays 
close attention to the whole class and the whole child 
within it.  During the first week we focussed on a   
balanced mix of well-being, friendship re-connecting 
and class identity re-establishing, as well as being 
mindful of assessing where the children are with their 
learning.  

    On 4 March we celebrated World Book 

Day, which is always much anticipated as 

pupils, students and staff get to dress up 

as their favourite characters.  Through the 

range of fun activities, pupils and       

students were able to see the huge      

importance we place on reading, which is 

one of the most important skills our learners need to 

master as they progress through school and move   

towards independence.  Prizes for the various activities 

and for the best costumes were awarded to pupils and 

students throughout the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The day ended with a light-hearted award cere-

mony for staff who had dressed up for the occasion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A most important date in the school’s calendar 

every year is World Autism Awareness Week, which 

this year starts on 29 March.  Each year we have a 

different focus.  In the past we have looked at the   

features of ASD, we have looked at famous people 

who have ASD and we have looked at the positives of 

ASD.  This year we are taking some time to think 

about the symbols that are used to represent autism. 

These include a puzzle piece, a rainbow and the colour 

blue. Tutor groups are going to think about the      

symbols and what they represent about ASD.  Do we 

agree? Are they communicating the right things? Are 

they communicating the 

things people with ASD 

want to communicate?   

Pupils and students are   

going to be asked to design 

their own symbol and think 

about the reasons they have 

chosen it.  We are also 

working on a video that 

features pupils and students 

talking about what their autism means to them and 

what they think others should know. Staff are going to 

take part in training that looks at the ‘myths’ of      

autism and unpacks some of the things we have learnt 

about it and its impact.  



Hambledon Parish Magazine, April 2021,   Page 19 

 

 

 

Early March sees the delivery of our chicken 

eggs from ‘Living Egg’s, the ethical chick hatching 

programme that we have taken part in for the past few 

years as part of our Lower School 

curriculum.  It was not long before 

the chicks started hatching, to the   

delight of pupils, students and staff 

alike.   We keep the chicks for two 

weeks, after which they are re-

homed on free range farms.   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

The chicks have been a reminder of new starts 

and looking towards the future.   

Looking back to the past ... our Year 6 pupils 

are doing a project on the history of the School  and 

of Hambledon Village.  The Hambledon Village  

website is very comprehensive and the children will 

be able to glean lots of information and photographs 

from there.  However, it would be really lovely if 

there were one or two locals from the village who 

would be prepared to come and give a (covid-

friendly) talk to our pupils about the village history 

and share their personal insight into how the village 

has changed over the years.   

If you would be interested in giving a talk, or 

have any information on the village that is not on the 

website that you would be happy to share with us, 

please email tjones@stdominicsschool.org.uk.  

School will be closed for Easter holidays from 

Friday 2 to Friday 16 April inclusive, re-opening on 

Monday 19 April.   

A very happy Easter from all at St Dominic’s 

School. 

Hambledon PedallersHambledon PedallersHambledon PedallersHambledon Pedallers    

                                                  
 Join us to see swathes of 
bluebells, gather wild 
garlic, check on the polo 
ponies and grounds, see 

the sailor’s grave and admire fish in the Wey. 
 

Our  friendly cycling group explores rural routes, 
improves our fitness and discovers lovely corners of 
Surrey and Sussex. 

 

This year’s season starts on Thursday 22 April  
and unless notified rides  normally start from the Hall 
onThursdays at 6pm. 

 

Give us a call if you have any questions. We ride 
a mix of tourers, hybrids and mountain bikes. 
 

George and Caroline Pitt.  Tel. 01428 682940 

Save money on your energy billsSave money on your energy billsSave money on your energy billsSave money on your energy bills    

L 
ast year, Central Government made available £6.2m to help 600 Surrey households make home improve-
ments that would save them money on future energy bills. Waverley Borough Council worked as part of a 
consortium led by Action Surrey to obtain the grant for residents.  Now an extra £3m has been made      

available to fully fund measures to improve the energy efficiency of another 300 homes.  Eligible owner-occupied 
households can use this funding (of up to £15,000 per household) for a whole range of improvements including 
insulation, air source heat pumps, solar hot water systems and solar photovoltaics.  You could be eligible if you live 
in a hard-to-heat home and are in receipt of a mean-tested benefit or have a total gross annul household income of 
less than £30,000. 

Funding is time-limited and is provided on a first-come, first-serve basis.  So contact Action Surrey as soon 
as  possible on 0800 783 2503 or via www.actionsurrey.org/enquiries if to check your eligibility for support. 
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TRWTLFTRWTLFTRWTLFTRWTLF        
 – or The Road Works That Last Forever:  Lane End hasn’t even been a  
one-way street – more of a no-way street – during the recent activities of SWG.  

T 
he Club’s Annual General Meeting for 2021 for 
the election of Club Captains and officials for 
the 2021 season, postponed from February, will 

take place on Tuesday 18 May. Please note the date.  
How we proceed and the venue have yet to be finalised 
depending on the government’s latest covid guidance. 

We also await guidance as to when local cricket 
will be allowed to start. Hopefully the ECB will issue 
this by the end of March/beginning of April.  It will 
probably involve the same safety playing/training  
requirements as we had at the end of last year but we 
are not sure if this will allow playing/training to start 
before the travel ban is lifted on 17 May. 

In the meantime a Senior Fixture List of matches 
has been planned for the season.  The first game, a 
Friendly XI match at home against Grayswood on 
Sunday 25 April, will need to be reviewed if playing   
restrictions are not lifted, as will the first Village 
League Match on Sunday 2 May, away against      
Cranfold. 

We are still looking for new players of all ages 
and skills, plus anyone who would like to help in other 
ways such as umpiring, scoring etc. Should  you be 
interested, please contact the one of the captains.  

Please contact Alexander Wood (07753 832323) 
or Caroline Tristem (tristem@btinternet.com or 07860 
618262) for the latest Junior players information and if 
you feel you could help run the Juniors.  If possible 
the season will run from late April through to late July 
but this could be extended to the whole summer to      
compensate for any covid impact. Training sessions 
will be on Saturday morning and a week-day evening, 
with matches on Friday evenings or Sunday mornings. 

The blue polypropylene boundary rope around 
the cricket square has been cut again – for the fourth 
time since September 2020. This is not a new experi-
ence: it has been going on for at least three years!  
Why would someone continually want to cut the rope
(s) with a sharp knife or scissors?  This vandalism has 
been reported to Surrey Police but we ask our village 
green neighbours and also the general public to be 
vigilant in watching out for and reporting to us any 
suspicious activities around the cricket green and 
square.  

For more information about the club please call 
Secretary Sion Griffiths (07775 516448), Club      
Captain Mark Burton (07722 752465) or Friendly 
Captain Andrew Dunn (07973 748861). 

Travelling hopefullyTravelling hopefullyTravelling hopefullyTravelling hopefully    

At last there’s a date for the AGM;  but it remains uncertain as to when actual  
play (Seniors and Juniors alike) is likely to start.  In the meantime, vandals 
have again been at work, as Club President Arthur Blackman reports. 

      How many 
of you still   
remember our 
original cricket 
pavilion?  OK, 
so it was very 
leaky and past 
its best (like 
me!) but we 
were very fond 
of it. However,   

summer is on its way and if the pandemic fades away 
we can play cricket and use the pavilion (parties?) – 
assuming the road works finish so that we can all get to 
it. 

If you decide to change your job, become a star 
ship captain.  William Shatner (Captain Kirk of the 
Starship Enterprise) has just turned 90 and is still 
working.  So tearing around the stars keeps you young 
(unless you get caught in roadworks – star works?) 

All the best for the coming summer and we wish 
The Merry Harriers a good business year when it opens 
again – and the cricket team a successful season. 

I 
f GWJ and I wanted to visit the shop, visit friends, 
visit the pub (but at the time of writing it was still 
closed) we either drove to Chiddingfold and back 

to Hambledon along Vann Lane (whose surface is 
more like that of the moon and which was, of course, 
being used by all the Lane End traffic, including lorries 
– which perhaps gives a clue as to the state of the 
road).  Or we could go down the Petworth Road     
towards Godalming, then along Culmer Lane and   
Water Lane through Enton to Station Lane and back to 
the village along the Hambledon Road.  Shall we send 
a petrol bill to SWG? 

What happened to the Co-op at Milford?  Taken 
over by aliens?  Turning into a takeaway?  Or has 

Tesco (remember it used 
to be the Red Lion?) taken 
away all the business? Or 
has it just gone the way of 
The Edinburgh Woollen 
Mill in Godalming High 
Street, GWF’s favourite 
shop (we took the photo 
two days before it closed)? 
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Spring has sprungSpring has sprungSpring has sprungSpring has sprung    

The weather is gradually warming up and the sun is making an  
appearance more often than not; and at Hambledon Nursery School  
the traditional spring term festivities are well underway, as head  
teacher Kate Walford reports. 

T 
he children have been busy making Mother’s 
Day gifts to show their amazing mummies how 
special and loved they are. The cards, with  

carefully chosen spring flowers, were given  to the 
mummies on Mothering Sunday.  Some children also 
made fabric painted tote bags for their mummies –  the 
envy, I am sure, of any shopping trip!  

      The younger children made heart-shaped      
shortbread biscuits as a special treat for their mummies 
and have also created a beautiful spring display at the 
nursery with paper-case flowers, cotton wool ball 
lambs and salad-spinner paint-effect butterflies. 

   With spring 
comes the chance to 
learn about mother and 
baby animals and to 
observe the   changes   
visible in the nursery 
garden as the daffodils 
that the children plant-
ed as bulbs the year 
before come into flow-
er. 

 The children are 
also thinking about 
Easter.  They are 
marking this   special 
festival by participat-
ing in many exciting 
activities leading up to the end of the spring term. 
These include decorating hard-boiled eggs to roll down 
a hill in the grounds, finding eggs hidden in the nursery 
garden, making Easter bonnets and learning Easter 
songs. 

This year the   chil-
dren of Hambledon 
Nursery School have 
made lots of Easter crafts, 
chicks, bunnies, eggs and 
flowers to hang in the 
trees along the footpath 
that leads from the Merry 
Harriers up towards St 
Peter’s church.  Please 
enjoy the trail and see 
how many of the hidden 
Easter items you can spot 
from the week beginning 
Monday 5 April.   

W 
e are pleased to be beginning the slow and 
careful re-opening of the Village Hall, in 
line with government regulations.  

Our first (and only) permitted activity in April is 
Hambletots baby and toddler group which is having its 
first session on Wednesday 21 April from 9.30 to 
11.00. 

Do go along for a guaranteed warm welcome, 
with crafts and fun for your little ones and the         
opportunity to meet other local families. 

 

 

The whole Village Hall Committee was             
greatly saddened to hear of John Tidmarsh’s death.  He 
had been an inspiration for so many years, both as a 
Committee member and then as Chairman.  He never 
seemed happier than balancing precariously up a    
ladder, painting something or changing a light bulb – 
by himself.  He was a good friend to the Hall and he 
will be sorely missed. 

What’s What’s What’s What’s happeninghappeninghappeninghappening    at ... at ... at ... at ...     

The Village Hall The Village Hall The Village Hall The Village Hall     
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                        The Supper at EmmausThe Supper at EmmausThe Supper at EmmausThe Supper at Emmaus    

I 
 like the story of the vestry noticeboard of a church 
in Hampshire: after a Holy Week performance of 
Stainer’s Crucifixion the choirmaster wrote: ‘“The 

Crucifixion” – well done, everyone!’  Later that day 
someone had added, ‘The Resurrection – well done, 
God!’   

For the two disciples treading the road to        
Emmaus there was no such sense of victory and      
celebration.  Their minds and hearts were numb with 
the sense of loss and failure.  They had seen their Lord 
tried and crucified.  As Luke recounts that walk in his 
Gospel, he shows how it began with absence and loss 
but journeyed to presence.  It was a road that took the 
disciples from blindness and despair to sight and      
insight.  They talked over past events with the stranger 
who joined them and Luke uses ten different Greek 
words to describe that conversation – all stages in their 
understanding.  And when they share a meal with the 
stranger, who becomes the host, taking the bread and 
giving thanks, then the understanding becomes vision 
and insight. 

That meal is the theme of Caravaggio’s painting.  
It is not certain for whom he painted it but we do know 
that it was made in Rome, probably in 1602, at the 
height of the Counter Reformation.  This was a time 
when the church strongly felt the need to communicate 
its message directly to the faithful through carefully 
composed religious art and was demanding a particular 
clarity of representation.  Caravaggio’s brand of     
realism was thus tailor-made for the biblical art of the 
time.  He was  a painter whose directness and immedi-
acy came in complete contrast to the sophisticated  
elegance and artifice of the late 16th century: he gave 
to painting the simplicity and instant impact called for 
by the church authorities.  He also invested his        
religious paintings with a sense of powerful drama by 
means of his handling of light and shadow 
(chiaroscuro). 

But, as well as having established a reputation as 
a powerful dramatic realist, Caravaggio’s life style was 
causing equal attention and no little controversy.  He 

was appearing regularly in police records for fights and 
assaults, for damaging his landlady’s property and non-

payment of rent and for various quarrels that ended in 
violence.  In May 1605 he was arrested for possessing 
a dagger and a sword without a licence and in the    
following year he fled from Rome, having murdered an 
opponent in yet another street brawl. He nevertheless 
continued to be ver much in demand, receiving       
important commissions in Malta, Scily and Naples 
throughout his period as a fugitive from Rome. 

Carravaggio;s lifestyle is not the kind normally 
associated with a painter of religious pictures and 
many of his friends and acquaintances seem to have 
been drawn from the taverns of Roman low life.  It was 
these characters that he probably used as models in his 
paintings.   

Rejecting traditional notions of preliminary 
sketching and compositional studies, Caravaggio 
worked directly onto the canvas, setting up the scene 
before him almost as a kind of tableau vivant  and  
behaving, one imagine, ike a director in a theatre,   
instructing his models how to sit and which attitudes 
they were to hold. 

This portrayal of Jesus with a plump, youthful 
face and his depiction of the apostles as ordinary    
labourers upset the church authorities.  But by giving 
Jesus a beardless face, Caravaggio was trying to show 
Him in the new likeness of Resurrection – an Easter 
image of our Lord. The light from that Easter Jesus 
fills the scene as the two disciples look on, astonished 
and finally understanding.  

When we read the Gospel we are drawn into the 
scene. For Caravaggio the movement is the other way:  
the scene reaches out to us from the canvas.  Look at 
the outstretched hand of Jesus, the elbow of one      
disciple and the left hand of the other: they are being 
projected into our world. And that basket of fruit, full 
of apples and figs and grapes, symbols of the fall and 
the eucharist: it is about to topple off the table and into 
our laps.  It is an Easter encounter two thousand years 
ago, reaching out to us through light and shade and the 
skill of the artist. 

In many ways the Gospel story in Luke is of an 
ordinary encounter between travellers and a stranger. 
But it is made extraordinary by the transforming power 
of the risen Lord, talking with the disciples in the open 
air and then going inside for a meal. However, the 
doors are not shut to us. For Caravaggio shows how 
that special moment of encounter for the two disciples 
can reach out to enter our world. And he shows the 
hand of the risen Lord beckoning us to step into that 
Easter world of sacrament and new life. 

Carravaggio died in 1610 of a fever in Porto 
Ercole, shortly after the Pope had granted him special 
absolution from his crimes. To be given a free pardon 
for murder indicates how greatly the Church valued his 
paintings.  

“Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest”:  with the approach  
of Easter, the Rev. Michael Burgess focusses on one of Caravaggio’s 
best-known paintings which now hangs in the National Gallery 

    

GODGODGODGOD    
IN THEIN THEIN THEIN THE    

ARTSARTSARTSARTS    
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ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS     
        1 1 1 1 Snooker tables cloth (5)  
  4 4 4 4 Del Boy’s uncle (6)  
  7 7 7 7 Emend (4)  
  9 9 9 9 Baby’s noisy toy (6)  
10 10 10 10 Occur (6)  
12 12 12 12 Silvery, ashen (4)  
13 13 13 13 (6)  
15 15 15 15 Bay, alcove (6)  
17 17 17 17 Eject (4)  
18 18 18 18 Advantageous (6)  
19 19 19 19 Unusual thing (6)  
21 21 21 21 Solitary (4)  
22 22 22 22 Rhyme, Polly Put  
       the ___, on (6)  
23 23 23 23 Cook’s strainer (5)  

DOWN DOWN DOWN DOWN     
     1111  
     2222 Stop in transit (9)  
     3 3 3 3 Adult elver (3)  
     4 4 4 4 Michael ___  
      cricket pundit (8)  
     5 5 5 5 Obscenity (9)  
     6666 Decimal base number (3)  
     8888 Charles ____,   former 
      French statesman (2, 6)  
11 11 11 11 ‘Yes’ vote (3)  
14 14 14 14 Debtor’s note (1,1,1)  
16 16 16 16 Fashion, trend (5)  
18 18 18 18 Welsh river (3)  
20 20 20 20 Entertainer,  
     ___  O’Connor (3)  

Puzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle Page    

Crossword                                  

Answers to all puzzles on  page 34 

 Sudoku   
    

Easy                  IntermediateEasy                  IntermediateEasy                  IntermediateEasy                  Intermediate                      

   Maze  Word Search    

Christ is risen!    
   He is risen indeed!    
    

Hallelujah!   Hallelujah!   Hallelujah!   Hallelujah!       
 

April brings us to Easter  
 –   the crucifixion,  
death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ – 
the triumphant highlight 
of the Christian year....   
   As St Paul pointed out, 
unless Jesus really  
  did rise again,  
our faith is useless, and we may as well forget  
any hope of heaven or eternal life. 

 

 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, April 2021,   Page 25 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  April 2021,  Page 26 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, April 2021,   Page 27 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  April 2021,  Page 28 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, April 2021,   Page 29 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  April 2021,  Page 30 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, April 2021,   Page 31 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  April 2021,  Page 32 



Hambledon Parish Magazine, April 2021,   Page 33 

in April 

The Garden  

A 
pril is a month I always look forward to and 

that will hopefully cheer us all up. The garden 

is full of blossom, perennials are growing fast,  

and new lime green leaves appear on many trees, all a 

sign of hope that things are getting better. 

        Perennials, annuals, bulbs: when spring bulbs 

have finished flowering they are busily making flower 

buds for next year, so it helps to give them a granular 

or liquid feed. I use tomato food; it should be done 

while the leaves are still green, before they die back. I 

try to repeat the feeding after about two weeks, if I get 

around to doing it; also the leaves do a lot of work so 

don’t be tempted to tie them up or cut them back.   

Late April to May is the time to plant up the 

summer containers using seedlings you have sown 

yourself, cuttings you have taken and grown on or 

bought plug plants.  I manage to overwinter  pelargoni-

ums in the heated greenhouse and plant them back in 

the containers after the frost has gone. Also the garden 

centres are full of bedding plants that can be used; but 

be wary of planting them out too early as they really 

don’t like cold weather. Use a compost and a slow-

release fertiliser; soak the plants in a bucket of water 

first so they are really moist and when planting in  

containers pack them tight at twice the density you 

would space them in the garden. Watering is the most 

important summer chore: in hot weather hanging    

baskets dry out more than any other and might need 

watering twice a day once the plants are in full flower.  

Spend a bit of time deadheading frequently. With this 

sort of care, the display should go on flowering all 

summer, needing a boast of fertiliser in early          

September. 

Trees and shrubs:  some shrubs can be pruned 

this month. With hydrangeas (mop-head or lace-cap) 

cut a quarter to a third of the stems to the lowest pair 

of buds and prune the remaining stems to the top pair 

of strong buds.  This encourages new growth that 

flowers later on in the year on new varieties and the 

next year on older ones.   The round-flowered hydran-

geas flower well after hard pruning to the lowest pair 

of strong buds but, if you want more height, they can 

be pruned to a higher pair of buds instead to give a 

taller framework of stems. Spring-flowering clematis 

doesn’t need regular pruning but can be trimmed after 

flowering if the plant is starting to outgrow its space. 

 Late-winter flowering shrubs like forsythia all 

benefit from pruning because, left untouched, they can 

grow into large congested shrubs.  Cut back all stems 

that have flowered to a strong bud at the base of the 

stems and renovate the plant by cutting back a few of 

the older branches to the base of the plant.  This     

encourages fresh growth and reduces the plant’s over-

all size without losing its attractive natural shape.  

Veg and fruit: I find that veg planted in the  

early spring often take a long time to grow as their root 

systems are small and the soil is often cold, especially 

at night; but don’t despair when early growth is slow 

as plants are often investing in new roots while waiting 

for warmer conditions at the surface. But there are 

ways to speed up growth in spring by raising plants 

under cover rather than sowing direct.  You can gain 

as much as four weeks by doing this and the beds are 

more likely to be full of plants instead of gaps        

resulting from pest damage to tiny seedlings.  It also 

helps to cover the bed with fleece over new plants to 

protect the seedlings: its main advantage is that it   

converts sunlight into infra-red warmth and holds that 

for a while near the soil and plants (this sunlight would 

otherwise be wasted when April temperatures are too 

low for rapid growth).  Another way is to sow suitable 

veg in late summer and autumn so you have got plants 

in the ground come next spring, – veg like spinach, 

spring onions, garlic, land cress and some varieties of 

broad beans.   

What also helps the plants in spring is keeping 

on top of weeds by pulling them out when they are 

tiny; or you might be able to run a hoe or rake lightly 

through the surface on a dry day. I grow different 

kinds of varieties from the salad family to add to those 

I love, harvesting pea shoots and putting them in    

salads or stir-fries.  I sow them quite thickly in biggish 

pots inside where they germinate very quickly– any 

variety of pea can be used.  After a month they can be 

planted outside or kept in their pot.  Once they have 

grown to 30 cm pinch out the nice tasty shoots, which 

will encourage ones lower down to grow and replace 

them.  You can keep on cropping them like this quite a 

few times.  

There are three new additions to my soft fruit 

patch.  There is room because I have finally given up 

on the autumn raspberries which have been unhappy 

for years; a possible cause of them just dwindling was 

a form of cane blight that only affects raspberries and 

no other soft fruit.  In their place I have planted three 

blueberry plants, two Bluecrop and one Duke.  The 

soil in my garden is acid, so I have high hopes that 

they will be happy; but blueberries can also grown 

successfully in containers for those with alkaline soil.  

Most cultivars are suitable, but they do need erica-

ceous compost and frequent watering, ideally with 

rainwater – but  any water is better than none. 

On with sowing and plantingOn with sowing and plantingOn with sowing and plantingOn with sowing and planting    

Essential advice for the gardener – author unknown:   
 

Grow peas of mind,  lettuce be thankful,  squash selfishness,  
turnip to help thy neighbour, and always make thyme for loved ones 
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Puzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle Solutions    

Sudoku  
 

  Easy                            Intermediate 

Crossword  Word Search    

passover 
bread 

wine 
body 

blood 
betrayal 

 

Jerusalem 
Pilate 
Judas 

Gethsemane 
trial 

crucifixion 

soldiers 
cross 
nails 

vinegar 
temple 
curtain 

 

tomb 
angel 
stone 
risen 

gardener 
Mary 

Mists of time, have we all forgot? 

Folklore, magic, once we had a lot. 
But down the years, memory fading fast, 
Yew trees, cromlechs, graves of druids past. 
 

Priests in robes, before the sacred trees 

Sunrise filters through the waving leaves. 
Witches, warlocks, dragons in their lair, 
Goblins, pixies, magic’s in the air. 
 

And through the mist, something nags the soul, 
Half remembered, once we had the whole. 
Now we grasp at straws, of memories almost gone 

Of men and beasts who very nearly won. 

It’s gone forever, do I hear you say? 

So join me this year, on the first of May. 
In dawn’s last mist, before the rising sun, 
There’s magic in the eyes of everyone. 
 

Do you believe that many years ago 

A white horse wandered … “a wizard told you so” 

Horned and splendid through the forest green 

He struts and poses, muscular and lean. 
 

But the mare he seeks no longer strides the woods. 
The bloodline’s ended long before it should. 
Do we believe? Or do we just pout scorn? 

Or was there once a unicorn …? 

As Mayday approaches, Magpie goes in search of As Mayday approaches, Magpie goes in search of As Mayday approaches, Magpie goes in search of As Mayday approaches, Magpie goes in search of 
unicornsunicornsunicornsunicorns    

The Dean DiariesThe Dean DiariesThe Dean DiariesThe Dean Diaries    

The latest instalment referred, on page 21 of the March magazine, to a party  
held at the British Legion to celebrate the arrival of the New Year.   
Paul Vacher and John Hindley between them tell us more about this venue. 

T 
he British Legion hut was situated in the grounds of The Country Counter, home to the Vacher family.   
Sadly it burnt down (Paul thinks in 1947) and the Legion was then relocated to a new building on the track 
leading from Salt Lane down to Busbridge Copse Farm (the former home of John Hindley).  This building 

later became the Hydestile and Hambledon Social Club and John and Jacqueline were amongst the last Club   
members. 

Paul still finds bits of burnt timber and glass around the area in his garden where the Hut was located. 
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SPAGHETTI & GARLIC PESTOSPAGHETTI & GARLIC PESTOSPAGHETTI & GARLIC PESTOSPAGHETTI & GARLIC PESTO    

There’s lots of wild garlic around Hambledon at the moment and it makes a 
delicious light, fresh pesto which tastes of spring.  Wild  garlic is very mild so 
you can afford to be generous when you are using it as a flavouring but, if 
you prefer things even quieter, you can replace some of the leaves with fresh 
basil.  Serves 4. 

INGREDIENTS 
100g fresh young wild garlic leaves 

75g extra mature cheddar or Parmesan, finely 

grated 

 

6-8 tablespoons olive oil plus extra for preserving 

4 tablespoons of toasted pine nuts  

Salt and black pepper 

300-400g dried spaghetti depending on appetite 

The Batch Cook BookThe Batch Cook BookThe Batch Cook BookThe Batch Cook Book    and and and and The Tin and Traybake CookbookThe Tin and Traybake CookbookThe Tin and Traybake CookbookThe Tin and Traybake Cookbook    are available from Amazon and all good are available from Amazon and all good are available from Amazon and all good are available from Amazon and all good 
bookshops.bookshops.bookshops.bookshops.    

Follow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood  Follow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood  Follow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood  Follow Sam on Instagram @samgatesfood      

METHODMETHODMETHODMETHOD    

 

Roughly chop the wild garlic and 

place it in a processor with the 

cheese and six tablespoons of olive 

oil. Process until it becomes a 

rough paste. Add a little more oil 

and   process again until it will just 

drop off the end of a spoon.  Add a  

generous amount of black pepper 

and taste, then add a little salt if 

needed. Stir in the pine nuts.  

 

 

Pour a little olive oil over the top of 

the pesto to help keep the vibrant 

green  colour.  Store in the fridge until 

needed.  

 

When you are ready to eat, cook the   

pasta and toss in the pesto.  

 

Serve with extra Parmesan if you like 

things cheesy. 

F 
ollowing lengthy discussions and an up-to-date 
Risk Assessment the Trustees have decided that 
it is now safe to restart our Support Group     

sessions which were so successful last year.  We are 
inviting a maximum of 14 people for a 2+ hour session 
with activities run by Elvina, plus a two- course lunch 
freshly prepared by our chef David. There will be a 
morning and afternoon session in order to welcome as 
many people as we can whilst limiting the numbers to 
maintain social distancing. The response from our 
members and volunteers has 
been amazing. They are so 
grateful for the opportunity to 
‘meet’ their friends, albeit at a 
distance.  

Evelyn, our manager, has 
been working hard towards 
making The Clockhouse as 
Covid-safe as  possible.  All 
those entering the building must 
wear face masks, hand sanitise 
on entry and have their   temper-
atures checked. Those with  
temperatures above 38 degrees 

will be advised to return home, isolate and seek medi-
cal advice if they feel unwell. Their details will be 
logged for Track and Trace.  People will be seated in 
either ones, or pairs if they are in the same ‘Bubble’, 
and all tables will be two metres apart.  We will have 
our wonderful volunteers on reception to greet people 
and to serve the meal.  Sadly members will not be able 

to circulate as they would do    
normally and there is a one-way 
system.       Our first sessions 
were on Wednesday 10 March 
and hopefully we will gradually 
increase the number, depending 
on demand. We  aim to cover 
three days a week eventually. 
       Our Foot Clinic continues 
on Thursdays: please contact 
Freja on 07946 663126.  Our 
Hairdresser   Karen will be back 
from 13 April: please contact 
her on 07789 806953. 

The Clockhouse: slowly unlockingThe Clockhouse: slowly unlockingThe Clockhouse: slowly unlockingThe Clockhouse: slowly unlocking    
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Useful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone Numbers    
 

 

GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES 

 

 

Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR 

 Tel:   Doctors 01428 682218 

  Community Nurses 01428 685249 

 Health Visitors 01428 685249 

 

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG 

   Tel:   Doctors 01483 415885 

   

              – Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ 

                 Tel:   Doctors 01483 414461 

                       Health Visitors & Community Nurses 01483 415564 

 

Chiddingfold –  Ridgley Rd, Chiddingfold, Godalming GU8 4QP     01428 683174                           
               

  

 

HOSPITALS 

 

Royal Surrey County Hospital  01483 571122 

Milford Hospital  01483 782000 

Haslemere Hospital  01483 782300 

 

Equipment for short term use  
Some items only required for a short time (usually three months) may be borrowed from       
the British Red Cross which operates out of a unit in Sainsbury’s (Godalming) car park on  
Tuesdays from 13.30- 5.00.   Available equipment could include bed blocks, bed cradles,    
back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, bed pans and urinals. Full details can be found at their 
website, Red Cross Mobility Equipment Centre Surrey.   
 

POLICE                                                                       
Police Community Support Officers:  17110 Kim Oliver and 17114 James Levy 

e-mails:           Kim.Oliver@surrey.pnn.police.uk and     

         James.Levy@surrey.pnn.police.uk 

address:           Surrey Police, P O Box 101, Guildford, Surrey GU1 9PE 

Urgent calls:           999 

Non-urgent:          101  
Minor crime reporting:         101 OR https:surrey.police.uk/reportonline/ReportIt  
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS     

 

Area 1 Mrs Sally Marks Hydestile 01483 427249     
Area 2 Mr Arthur Blackman Church Lane 01428 683871 

Area 3 Miss Jane Woolley Woodlands Road 01428 684213 

Area 4 Mrs Caroline Pitt Malthouse Lane 01428 682940 

Area 5 Mr Alf Hammond Cricket Green 01428 683625 

Area 8 Mr Bryon Ware Hambledon Park 01428 289132 

 

Parish Council Co-ordinator:  Stewart Payne 01483 425250  

 

 

UTILITIES 

 

Thames Water (Customer Enquiries) 0800 3169800 

Southern Water (Customer Enquiries) 0845 2780845 

Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours 0800 0727282 

Gas (Emergency) 24 hours 0800 111 999  
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Councillors  John Anderson         01428 682666      mob. 07974 229170      

  Mary Grove              01483 415815      mob. 07792 830276 

  Robin McKeith          01428 682334      mob. 07886 436498 

  Stewart Payne          01483 425250      mob. 07831 393561 

  Ali Scott-Bishop        01428 681933     mob. 07787 502996  

  Sean Sinnott             01428 682735      mob. 07767 481282 

  Philip Underwood     01428 682742      mob. 07771 633599 

  

Clerk   Julie Flenley               01428 683903 

              email             clerkofhpc@outlook.com 

 

Surrey County Councillor            Mrs Victoria Young   01483 890196  
 

Waverley Borough Councillors   Jan Floyd-Douglass 07767 660772 

           Trevor Sadler    01428 681884 

    

GENERAL 

 

Borough Hall 01483 523333 

 

Cinema, Borough Hall (Tickets & Information) 01483 523004 

 

Library 01483 422743 

 

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange  deliveries                          01428 682176 

 

St Peter’s Church, Hambledon – church office                                       01483 421267 

(and see page 3 for more information) 
 

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings 01428 683588 

 

Train Information: times and fares for all national services            0845 7484950 

 

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 

Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without  
transport:  ring 01428 682959.  If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390  
 

VETERINARY SURGEONS 

 

Milford Veterinary Hospital 
37, New Road, Milford 01483 414747 

Rivendell 
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe 01483 421833 

In an emergency, ring either number 

 

Hambledon Village Shop, Deli/Café & Post Office Opening Times 

 

  Take away:  Monday – Friday, 08.30 – 13.30   
Hot and cold drinks, pastries, cakes, sandwiches, baps, pies and soup.  Card-only payments  

 

Personal shopping:  Seven days a week, 08.30-14.00  
 From outside the shop only, so please bring a list with you.  Card-only payments 

 

Delivery service:  Monday - Friday, 10.00 cut-off  for same-day delivery 

To place orders please email shoporders@hambledonsurrey.co.uk.  
 

Post Office:  Monday – Saturday, 09.30-12.30 

Take cash out, pay cash and cheques in, send parcels, buy stamps, pay bills, buy gift cards, etc 

 

All current at the time of going to press, but could be subject to change  
 

Please see hambledonvillageshop.co.uk for the most up-to-date information  


