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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 

 

Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 

                                                   simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org 

 

Associate Vicar The Rev Simon Willetts  01483 421267 

                                                simon.willetts@bhcgodalming.org 

 

Assistant Vicar  The Rev David Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road, Godalming, GU7 1TG                   
 

 

 

Curate  The Rev Patrick Samuels  01483 421267 

                                             patrick.samuels@bhcgodalming.org 

 

Churchwarden Mrs Frances Duffell  01428 682990  

 Benchmark Cottage, Petworth Road  07905 417087   

 Witley, Godalming, GU8 5QW  

  

Churchwarden Derek Pearsall 01483 612684 

 39 Admiral Way, Godalming, GU7 1QN 

 

Assistant Churchwarden David Chadwick, Little Beeches 01252 702268 

 14 Springhill, Elstead, GU8 6EL  

 

Pastoral Assistant Mrs Jacqui Rook 01428 684390 

 1 Hambledon Park, Hambledon, GU8 4ER  

 

Pastoral Assistant Alan Harvey 01483 423264  

 35 Maplehatch Close, Godalming, GU7 1TQ 

 

 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid       Andrew Dunn 01428 482113  

             The Cottage, Lane End, Hambledon, GU8 4HD   

 

 

Sunday Services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,  shown on page 5. 
 

The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.   

Details from Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267 

 

Alpha details and information from:  Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office Tel: 01483 421267  
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  contact Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office  

01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm) 
 

Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued, please contact the Church Wardens 

 

The Rector and the Associate Vicar  

are normally off duty on Fridays 

 

The nearest Roman Catholic churches are: 

St Teresa of Avila, Chiddingfold, 

     (Fr Irek Stadler, 01428 643877) ;  

St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming, and  

St Joseph’s, Milford (Fr Jonathan How, 01483 416880)  
 

 

To subscribe and to have the magazine  
delivered, for  £7.50 per year:  
please contact:  Mrs Mary Parker,  
Telephone:        01428 682545 

  Cover Design by John Whittall  

 

Copy deadline for the  

May magazine is 

Thursday, 14 April  
 

Please send your copy to 

John Hindley 

Whitegates, Gasden Lane 

Witley, GU8 5RJ 

01428 681423 

email: jjhindley@gmail.com 

 

Advertisers, please contact 
Emma Dunn,  
The Cottage, Lane End 

Hambledon, GU8 4HD  
01428 482113  
email: em-whitehead@hotmail.com 
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Associate Vicar’s View – April 

L 

ove your enemy – I wonder how many times these words have entered the national and international      
conversation in regard to Ukraine?  They are some of the most challenging words in the whole of the   
Scriptures.  How can Christians possibly apply them in the context of the war in Ukraine?    

 Alongside the call to care for and protect the vulnerable, Christians are called to stand up for justice. 
This raises questions.  (I am deeply aware that it is one thing to ponder these questions from the comfort of 
the UK, another thing altogether to face them if I were staring down the barrel of a Russian tank!)   

 Is it possible to cauterise the spread of evil without resorting to violence?  Does redemptive violence 
(the hero triumphs over the baddie) actually work or does it simply stoke revenge?  Is there such a thing as a 
just war?  If so, who decides what’s just and what’s not?  Many wars have been fought in the name of       
holiness and we rightly look upon them with abhorrence.  Similarly though, the horrific wars of the last    
century were a stand against a vehemently secular ideology – so whether we’re religious or secular in our 
world view, humanity seems incapable of sustaining peace and addressing the issues of the human heart.    

 Are we without hope then?  I hope not! – Jesus lived and died by his words – love your enemy.  On the 
eve of his crucifixion, as he was being arrested, one of Jesus’ followers struck the servant of the high priest, 
cutting off his ear.  Jesus rebuked his follower and said “put your sword back in its place – for all who live by 
the sword, die by the sword” .  Jesus knew that God’s kingdom and the peace that all of humanity longs for 
cannot come through violence.  Other great leaders also give us insights into the way of peace.  Nelson   
Mandela concluded that unless he forgave his enemy his hatred would destroy himself as well as his 
emeries.  Abraham Lincoln said “the best way to destroy your enemy is turn him into your friend!”   St. Paul 
wrote (Romans 5:10) “while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his 
Son”.    

At Easter Christians celebrate that Jesus died on the cross because it is through the cross that we become 
friends with God.  Jesus, then, didn’t retaliate but chose to absorb the hatred and  violence  of  his               
enemies.  Peace with God is what Jesus’ sacrifice secured.  Sacrifice, forgiveness and love are the means by 
which God achieves peace.  It is by Jesus’ wounds we are healed, not his weapons!   

 This sacrificial love continued to influence the apostles and the early church; interestingly during the 
time of one of the worst tyrants of history, Emperor Nero.  Nero was a brute. He had his mother assassinated, 
poisoned his step brother, kicked his pregnant wife to death and set fire to Rome in the hope that they would 
rebuild the city in his honour.  This was a step too far for the powers that be.  Nero therefore needed a scape-
goat and promptly found an easy target in the early Christians. He started by burning them alive and was 
stunned by the calm by which they approached their death.  They simply prayed “Father, forgive them, may 
my death lead them closer to you.”  They actively prayed for the soul of their persecutors! This infuriated 
Nero further so he started to crucify them. Tradition has it that St Peter was one of these and was allegedly 
crucified upside down.   

 What was it, then, that enabled Jesus and these early Christians to sacrifice their lives to win 
peace?  The answer lies in the second thing we celebrate at Easter – the Resurrection of Jesus.  As early    
witnesses to this event, the early Christians interpreted Jesus’ resurrection as God being actively involved in 
transforming human history.  Safe in the knowledge that God, in his judgment, wisdom and love, will have 
the final say.    

 If Jesus rose from the dead, then he conquered death: death is therefore not the end and we have hope 
of a life spent with God in glory.  Indeed, Jesus himself taught (John 3:16) “whoever believes in me shall not 
perish but receive eternal life”.  They were so convinced of the facts (I use that word “fact” deliberately)  
surrounding Jesus’ life, death and resurrection that they were willing to give their lives in order that their  
enemies might come to repentance and find salvation in him.   The spread of the Gospel (the good news 
about Jesus) came through the blood of the Martyrs.  Indeed, it is through the sacrificial witness of Christians 
throughout the ages that forged many of the values we are now trying to defend in the West.  Peace has    
always come at great cost.  This is why we must continue to cherish and give thanks for all those who gave/
give their lives for the sake of freedom and peace everyday and, of course, especially on Remembrance     
Sunday.   

 I can’t fully answer the questions I asked earlier but I can fill in some of the blanks from what I  
know.  Love wins.  The Gospel has the power to transform the human heart from hatred to love.  As Dr   
Martin Luther King said “darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out 
hate, only love can do that”.  

 Christians are still called to bear witness to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus even at the cost of 
their own lives.  In doing so they show that ultimately God’s love wins.  I am grateful to Canon J. John who 
spoke about the following.  The national flower of the Ukraine is the sunflower.  Sunflowers track the sun 
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Please check www.bhcgodalming.org for any updates.  
 

3rd April  Mission Sunday    9.30 Heritage Morning Prayer 

(Easter Appeal in          Coffee and croissant between services  
aid of The Besom)                        10.30 Contemporary Service with Baptism   

  _________________________________________________________ 

  

 Tuesday 5th April            7.30 pm Prayer vigil for Ukraine  
  _________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday 6th April 9-9.30 am Morning Prayer 
  _________________________________________________________ 

 

10th April           9.30 Heritage Holy Communion   
Palm Sunday           Coffee and croissant between services  
               10.30 Contemporary  

 ___________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday 12th April      7.30 pm Prayer vigil for Ukraine    

      ___________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday 13th April    9-9.30 Morning Prayer 

  ___________________________________________________ 

 

Maundy Thursday 18 April               8 pm  Maundy Thursday Holy Communion, at Busbridge Church 

  ___________________________________________________ 

 

15th  April     12 noon Hour at the cross – A quiet reflective service 

Good Friday              2.30 pm  

 ___________________________________________________ 

 

16th April      10 am Messy Church: short walk, games, Easter egg hunt & hot cross buns: 
Easter Saturday    10 am Meet at Hambledon Village hall   

 ___________________________________________________ 

 

17th  April            10 am Combined family service with Holy Communion  
Easter Sunday    ___________________________________________________ 

  

Tuesday 19th April      7.30 pm Prayer vigil for Ukraine    

      _________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday 20th April    9-9.30 Morning Prayer 

  _________________________________________________________ 

 

24th April      9.30 Morning Prayer 

1st Sunday of Easter            10.30 Alpha course at Hambledon Church with coffee and croissant  
  ___________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday 26th April      7.30 pm Prayer vigil for Ukraine    

      __________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday 27th April    9-9.30 Morning Prayer 

  __________________________________________________________ 

 

 And 1st May 9.30 Heritage Morning Prayer 

 2nd Sunday of Easter                    10.30 Alpha course at Hambledon Church with coffee and croissant  

    

from the east to the west throughout the day.  In doing so they find strength and energy.  Christians, then, 
should look to Jesus – God’s Son.  As we look to the Son, we pray and support (in whatever way we can) the 
people of Ukraine and all those affected by war across the world.  We do so with a message of hope and a 
love that is willing to sacrifice everything, even for our enemies.    

 If you’ve got questions about life, why not come and explore these on our Alpha course running every 
Sunday and starting on 24 April at 10.30am – at St. Peter’s Church Hambledon.     

 In the meantime, may you radiate with God’s peace, hope and love this Easter.   
    

 

 

Simon Willetts,  Associate Vicar, 
Hambledon & Busbridge Church 
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Messy with Moses  Messy with Moses  Messy with Moses  Messy with Moses      

                            At Messy Church on 20 March we looked at Moses and 

                            God’s promises to him, to lead the Israelites out of Egypt 
                            to a land flowing with milk and honey.  

M 

essy Church in the Village Hall looked at 

the story of Moses. We saw a stubborn 

Pharaoh who refused to let the Israelites go. 

God gave Pharaoh nine opportunities. Each time   

Pharaoh refused and each time God sent a plague.  

In the end the final plague was the death of every 

first-born son in Egypt.  God gave special instructions 

to Israel to put the blood of a sacrificed lamb on the 

posts and lintel on the doors of their houses.   This way 

the Angel of death would “Passover” that house and 

not kill the first-born son.  With this final plague  

Pharaoh finally let them go. The Israelites left to find 

the promised land.  Pharaoh, though, changed his mind 

and pursued Israel.  

The Egyptians nearly caught up with the Israel-

ites by the Red Sea. God told Moses to hold out his 

staff and the 

waters of the 

sea parted. 

They walked 

through the 

middle of the 

sea on dry 

ground.    

    When they 

reached the 

other side the 

Egyptians, 

who had been pursuing them, were in the middle of the 

crossing when the waters covered and drowned them.  

Simon spoke about how the Passover pointed 

towards the death of Jesus on the cross. As God’s Son, 

he was the perfect lamb to be sacrificed for us.  When 

we look to Jesus we are forgiven and God’s Judgement 

passes over us. He leads us from death to life.       

Christians have hope after death because Jesus leads 

us to God and heaven.  

To explore this story we looked at a riddle that 

introduced the characters of Moses, Pharaoh and the 

Egyptian.  If you’ve ever solved the riddle of the fox, 

the chicken and the grain, then you get the idea!  

         We then 

watched a video 

that told the bible 

story – and it  

really brought it 

to life.   

        Our activi-

ties also explored 

this story –  not 

least    making                 

origami frogs.  The plague tasting, included baked 

beans for boils – yuck!  

    The parting of the Red Sea was demonstrated 

with a chemistry experiment.  First the children had to 

cut out and colour Moses, then milk and blue food dye 

were mixed in a large lid and Moses dipped a staff 

(cotton wool bud coated with washing up liquid) into 

the mixture – the sea parted! 

The braver children tried the sensory plague 

guessing box and of course we had to do something 

with locusts, constructing them from pipe cleaners. For 

the team game, the teams were given the task of    

making a chariot. The winners would be the ones who 

could take the most people across “the sea.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By this time we needed a cuppa, a biscuit and a 

sandwich!   

Our next Messy Church is on Easter Saturday,  

16 April at 10 am, meeting at the Village Hall. It will 

be slightly different as we will be go onto Hambledon 

Common, playing some games, doing an Easter egg 

hunt and then having hot cross buns in the Village 

Hall.  It’s free and anyone is welcome to join us.  
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Hambletots will run only on 20th & 27th April 

face masks must be worn inside the hall, toys will be cleaned throughout the session,  
 limited number of toys now, tea and coffee will be served but no snacks  

Thursday 7 April, 8pm, at Busbridge Old Rectory ‘Who’d go out in the 
Woods at Night?’  Answer: Surrey Search and Rescue! 
That’s the chilling title of the presentation on Thursday 7th April by Rosie Jordan, Events 

Manager for Surrey SAR.  Surrey Search & Rescue is an entirely voluntary specialist search team which 
assists the emergency services find missing vulnerable adults and children. They are on-call 24 hours a 
day, with a team of 80+ people and search dogs, to respond across Surrey and surrounding areas.  This 
gives just an inkling of what that means for vulnerable missing people in our area!  Do come along to 
learn more and see how we can support this vital charity.  We’ll meet in the Busbridge Old Rectory at 
8.00pm. You’ll be welcomed with a glass of wine or a soft drink and have a chance to catch up with 
each other before Rosie begins her talk. We look forward to seeing you. All are welcome, including men! 
 We invite you to become a member of Nexus, for £18, there’s a £5 fee for non-members.  
Fees cover refreshments, speakers gifts/fees, and charity donations. Pay on the evening or we accept 
payment by bank transfer to the Nexus account: 40 22 12   51423665. Please include your name! 
Our charity for 2022 is Oakleaf – Making Life work with Mental Illness.  
For more information, please contact janetmharvey@btinternet.com or katekaye2@btinternet.com  

 

Nexus – building a network of friendship and support between church and community 
 

Doors open 7.30 for 8pm Doors open 7.30 for 8pm Doors open 7.30 for 8pm Doors open 7.30 for 8pm Directed by Academy Award winner 
Steven Spielberg, from a screenplay by Pulitzer Prize and 
Tony Award winner Tony Kushner, West Side Story tells the 
classic tale of fierce rivalries and young love in 1957 New 
York City:       Love at first sight strikes when young Tony 
spots Maria at a high school dance in 1957 New York City. 
Their burgeoning romance helps to fuel the fire between the 
warring Jets and Sharks -- two rival gangs vying for control of 
the streets.  Ansel Elgort (Tony), Rachel Zegler (Maria),  
Maddie Ziegler (Velma), Ariana DeBose (Anita).    Cert 12.  Cert 12.  Cert 12.  Cert 12.   
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Good Friday 16 April 
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26 April 
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The kiss of the sun for pardon,  

The song of the birds for mirth,  

One is nearer God’s heart in a garden  

Than anywhere else on earth.  

 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart  

and lean not on your own  

understanding.  
 

Proverbs chapter 3, verse 5  

Chris Harrison: ‘Chris Harrison: ‘Chris Harrison: ‘Chris Harrison: ‘aimed to make a difference’aimed to make a difference’aimed to make a difference’aimed to make a difference’    

Sylvia Harrison shares the moving tribute which she  gave to her late husband  
Christopher at a service of thanksgiving for his life on 9 March at St Peter’s Church. 

I 
t is lovely to see you all and thank you for being 

here to celebrate with us. 

Chris was a special and courteous man – a true 

gentleman according to many of the letters I have  

received and which have been so much appreciated. 

It was an honour to be his wife. 

He was a loyal and caring friend to many and he 

would, I think, have been tickled pink that two of his 

former girlfriends – both godparents to our children – 

are here to-day.  

His philosophy was to “make a difference” and 

he got much enjoyment from doing just that. 

After a short time in the Royal Engineers and 

Emmanuel College Cambridge, his career as a civil 

engineer involved constructing bridges, dams and  

finally North Sea oil rigs after he joined the oil and gas 

industry, largely with BP. 

Even in retirement he found ways to use his 

skills, as a member of the TA and an active supporter 

of the restoration of the Wey and Arun Canal. 

Many will know of his involvement in the    

building of the Church Room. Later on, when he      

volunteered to project manage the restoration of the 

Vestry, I asked him why on earth he wanted to take on 

more hard work – his answer was “I don’t want      

anyone else making a mess of it.”  I think we both 

have a stubborn streak. 

He always considered himself extremely lucky 

as, when only six months old and returning from 

Egypt with his mother, of the three ships in the convoy 

theirs was the only one not to be torpedoed and sunk.  

He was pleased later in life when BP posted him 

to Cairo, the place of his birth, and he was able to  

embellish his family history with real experience. 

Chris was essentially a family man.  He was 

enormously proud of our children and their achieve-

ments and he found it hard not to be involved in their 

everyday lives when he was away on his many foreign 

assignments.  It made 20 years of retirement very   

precious to us all.  We were still discovering  hitherto 

unknown things to talk about from our times apart. 

We were 

amazed at the  

number of grand-

children that 

came along – and 

what fun and a 

joy they all are.  

“Grandpa” was 

firmly at the head 

of the family and 

delighted in every 

one of them. 

The garden 

was his play-

ground and latter-

ly he spent many 

happy hours, accompanied by the dog, growing things 

– particularly fruit and vegetables.  Home produce was 

to be worshipped: even bruised apples, plums with 

buglets, tough runner beans, enormous courgettes and 

green tomatoes had to be stewed, frozen, jammed, 

jellied, chutneyed or passed on to unsuspecting neigh-

bours.  He was genuinely crestfallen when I said I  

hadn’t got a recipe for a three-inch long aubergine. 

Coming from a military family and being a 

Sandhurst cadet himself, he was keen on military   

history.  Many of our holidays involved finding a   

battlefield site where he would explain the various 

regimental formations to me.  

A visit to the Lines of Torres Vedra near Lisbon 

and Arapiles at Salamanca were a highlight of one trip, 

whilst I found an art gallery and a café.  

Last year was one of celebration for us – our 

golden wedding in May and his 80th birthday in     

November – both with family gatherings and much 

champagne. 

Chris will be missed beyond words – but we 

have a host of wonderful memories and photographs 

which I shall treasure and visit often.   

 

Thank you. 

8 November 19418 November 19418 November 19418 November 1941----10 January 202210 January 202210 January 202210 January 2022    
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Hambledon Parish Council will host the annual Parish Assembly at the Village Hall on Thursday 21 April, Hambledon Parish Council will host the annual Parish Assembly at the Village Hall on Thursday 21 April, Hambledon Parish Council will host the annual Parish Assembly at the Village Hall on Thursday 21 April, Hambledon Parish Council will host the annual Parish Assembly at the Village Hall on Thursday 21 April,     
followed by the yearly litterfollowed by the yearly litterfollowed by the yearly litterfollowed by the yearly litter----pick and barbecue on Saturday 23 Aprilpick and barbecue on Saturday 23 Aprilpick and barbecue on Saturday 23 Aprilpick and barbecue on Saturday 23 April    

    

L 

ast year the Assembly was held by Zoom video conference call due to the Coronavirus pandemic; and the 
previous year’s was cancelled altogether when the country was in lockdown for the same reason.  So 2022 
sees a welcome return to the Village Hall where refreshments will be served from 7.30, with the meeting 

starting at 8pm. 
The Assembly is usually well-attended and lasts for about two hours.  It is an opportunity for residents to hear 

what the Parish Council has been doing over the past 12 months and for representatives from the various village 
organisations to provide up-date on their activities.  These range from the church, the shop and the nursery school, 
together with the cricket and football clubs and various other groups that meet regularly, to the Almshouses and 
Oakhurst Cottage.   

If you are new to the village, or have not attended an Assembly before, you can expect a convivial occasion 
with little formality, a chance to meet and chat with others and to hear about the community life for which Hamble-
don is justly noted.  Just turn up, bring a mask if you wish and be prepared for an enjoyable evening.  The Hall 
layout will be arranged to ensure an area of socially-distanced seating for those who require it.. 

You will also be invited to register to take part in the litter-pick on the following Saturday and to indicate an 
area of the village which you would be willing to clean up.  High-viz jackets, hand-held litter pickers and bin bags 
will be available from outside the village shop from 9am on Friday 22 April.  If you are unable to dispose of any of 
your collected litter, please return it in bags to outside the shop from which it will be collected by Waverley (which 
supports and encourages the event and also loans the equipment). 

When you have finished litter-picking, head back to the shop around midday when members of the Parish 
Council and others will be serving barbecue food and drinks.  This is something that all the family can take part in, 
under supervision; so please come along even if you did not have an opportunity to register at the Assembly. 

Cleaning for the Jubilee Cleaning for the Jubilee Cleaning for the Jubilee Cleaning for the Jubilee     

Maintenance, traffic, fly tipping in the village, the Parish Assembly and 
subsequent litter-pick (see following article),  the Platinum Jubilee, the 
recruitment of a new Clerk – just some of  the items that came up for 
discussion at the meeting on 1 March.    

 

Hambledon 

Parish Council 

I n addition to the Parish Councillors, Cllr Kevin 
Deanus, Hambledon’s Surrey County Councillor,   

attended the meeting and  reported  that,  following  
receipt from Alfold Parish Council of the final       
response to SCC’s letter regarding HGVs on rural 
routes, funding was now being sought for the surveys 
and other work required.  Little was likely to happen 
until after the start of the new financial year on 5 
April; but at least another hurdle has been overcome. 

Cllr Deanus also reported on a number of other 
matters including the agreement of a 4.99% increase in 
the SCC precept; the continuing due diligence being 
undertaken by the new purchaser of Dunsfold Park on 
the site and associated proposals; the announcement of 
the abandonment of the planning White Paper which 
had contained unwelcome proposals on the introduc-
tion of planning zones and development within the 
Green Belt; and the importance of Parish Councils 
providing as much detail as possible, including      
references to relevant sections of the Waverley Local 
Plan Part 1, in any objections to planning applications 
so as to assist Waverley planning officers. 

Councillors noted the damage caused in the    
village by storm Eunice on 18 February and expressed 
their gratitude to the volunteers who had cleared so 
many blockages, especially up at the Church.  It was 
noted that the debris on the road on Rock Hill had 
been reported to SCC which had indicated that it 
would be cleared.  Villagers had since stepped in to 
undertake the work themselves. 

Councillors noted that, following some recent 
instances of fly tipping in the village, at the request of  

Waverley’s Environmental Monitoring and Enforce-
ment Officer, information had been posted on the    
village website about how to report similar instances in 
the future. 

Councillors discussed plans for the up-coming 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Weekend.  Information 
about this was included in the last Parish Magazine 
[note:  there is an up-date later on in this issue] and on 
the village website.   Further details of plans for the 
weekend of 2 – 5 June will be circulated as they     
develop. Anyone interested in assisting with running 
any village events over the Jubilee weekend was asked 
to contact Cllr Grove on grovemum@aol.com.  

Councillors noted that, following Julie Flenley’s 
resignation, the vacancy for Parish Clerk and RFO had 
been widely publicised.  Two applications had so far  
been received;  the closing date was 18 March, after 
which arrangements would be made to interview all   
candidates.  Councillors were therefore hopeful that it 
would be possible to announce a new appointment 
within the next few weeks.  In the meantime Cllr    
Alison Scott-Bishop would continuing to undertake the 
role of Clerk on an interim, unpaid basis and Cllr   
Robin McKeith that of (unpaid) RFO (Responsible 
Financial Officer).  

If any Parish Councillor or the Clerk can be of 
assistance to you, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

All Parish Council business, including meeting 
minutes and current agenda, can be found on the     
village website: www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk. Please 
contact the Clerk if you have any concerns or questions 
at clerkofhpc@outlook.com.   
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At the heart of it allAt the heart of it allAt the heart of it allAt the heart of it all    

So much to report for this month, from Pancake Day to 
Easter, a call for volunteers and donations for Ukraine. 
Well, let’s start with the uplifting scenes for Pancake Day.   

A 

ll went swimmingly well and in Sophie’s words: 
“With jugs and jugs of pancake batter ready in 

the shop’s stockroom fridge and the buyers, ie Martin 
and Emma, having already pre-empted the need to 
increase the stock of lemons, sugar, eggs, flour, maple 
syrup and Nutella, we were ready to get cooking. 

“We were safely set up inside this year, as the 
weather was not allowing an outside pancake-making 
kitchen.  But the customers just kept coming, with 
lemon and sugar proving to be the favourite.  The 
warming pancakey aroma wafted out of the shop door 
and down to the road - irresistible. As always at the 
village shop, the atmosphere very quickly changes to 
party mode when something fun is happening.  It was 
a joy to be part of it and to be the chief tosser again!” 

Thanks, Sophie!  
So, on to Easter; and after giving up chocolate 

for Lent I really look forward to a couple or so (not too 
many, mind!) of chocy eggs on Easter day, or actually 
across the entire festive period. As 
usual, the shop is well stocked with 
an assortment of Easter delights: 
mini eggs, small eggs, large eggs, 
dark chocolate, white chocolate, 
vegan, organic, or even choc bun-

nies – you name it 
and the shop team 
will have it cov-
ered. 
       Apart from 
eggs, there are all manner of other 
delicacies like hot cross buns 
(natch!) to tempt you: just pop into 
the shop for a browse. With the  
Easter weekend late this year (15-18 
April) you have plenty of time to 
decide what to purchase and for 

whom.   And Alison  has  organised  a  splendid     
display of Easter cards for you to buy.      

In addition, you 
can order fresh meat 
for Easter – the tradi-
tional leg of lamb?  
The shop will  be  
taking orders for your 
lamb and the last day, 
to avoid disappoint-
ment, will be Friday 8 
April.  Legs will be 
£17.50 per kilo and 
lamb joints around 
£17 per kilo.  Please 
phone through your 
order (01428 682176). 

Gill has put out 
a call for volunteers 
for the shop as some have decided to move on to    
pastures new.  As at the time of writing she has had a 
welcome response from about a dozen people who 
have put their hands up via mailchimp.  Maybe you 
too have seen the ad?   
 

Your Shop Needs You! 
 

Could you be one of the wonderful volunteers who 
keep our lovely shop and café going? 

You’d be joining a friendly and committed team 
who believe the shop is important to village life and 

is worth all the effort it takes to keep it going:  
baristas – chefs – food safety – maintenance –  

financial management and planning – committee 
and governance – volunteer recruitment –         

managing the rota – health and safety – fire safety 
– supporting volunteers and employees – buying 

equipment – compliance – technology – managing 
stock – managing databases – marketing and    

communications – planning and running events – 
washing up – laundry – deep cleaning 

the list goes on … 

 

Or perhaps you’re passionate about people and 
would love to be our Volunteer Co-ordinator? 

Or maybe you could project manage the purchase 
and installation of new chillers and freezers? 

Or perhaps you’re the friendly person who greets 
our deli customers and takes their orders on busy 

summer weekends? 

 

Maybe a meaty role on the Committee is something 
you can take on?  

 

Volunteers are the reason the shop came into    
being 30 years ago and are the reason it keeps  

going. There are opportunities to suit everyone’s 
talents and whatever amount of time you can     

donate, from a few hours a week to a few hours a 
year.  

 

         Let the shop know  

The Village Shop 
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If you are hesitating in coming forward, Gill or 

one of the other members of the shop team is always 

happy to have a chat.  

So why is volunteering at the shop so worth-

while?  I asked various people to sum up working in 

the shop in four words and here are a few of their    

comments. 

“great team work and fun!” - Martin 

“people at their best”  - Susannah 

“friendship, fun, chaos, giggles”  - David 

“jolly, varied, satisfying, fun”  - Ruth  

“serving our lovely customers” Emma 

Jane adds: “but perhaps most important, working 

at the till is fun.  You meet, and often get chatting to, 

the huge range of people who now visit the village 

shop and on the rare occasions when business slows 

down a bit, there are lots of other jobs which you can 

help with such as shelf-filling and date checking – and 

anything else which the manager-of-the-day may come 

up with.  And the till is really easy: lots of items are          

bar-coded so you can just scan them. Half an hour’s      

training and you’ll be up and running”. 

Tempted to join in? If so, please send an email       

to villageshop@hambledonsurrey.co.uk .  Or, if you 

would like to join as a paid member of staff please 

email tabithawhite@hotmail.co.uk.  

We have so many people that work behind the 

scenes and we would very much like to give a ‘shout 

out’ to both Tabby and Liz Scannell who tirelessly 

work to support the shop.  Tabby manages the shop 

rota and also handles enquiries from prospective     

volunteers and staff members.  Liz leads the Finance 

Sub-Committee and does sterling work on the shop 

accounts and budgeting.  This work goes on all year 

round and is vital to the day-to-day running of the 

shop and its governance.  Our thanks to both of you. 

Finally, the shop wishes you and your families a 

very happy Easter.  

O 

ver the weekend of March 4-6 various     

Hambledon organisations and residents got 

together to decide how the village could best 

respond to the unfolding crisis in Ukraine and how it 

might help displaced people and refugees.  It was clear 

that residents were keen to do what they could to assist 

those fleeing the conflict.  Primarily the discussion      

involved the community shop, the church, the Parish 

Council and the village website.   

As a consequence, the Hambledon Ukraine    
Appeal was launched on the village website and     
associated social media outlets on Monday 7 March, 
with a link to a JustGiving page in the name of the 
appeal.  In addition, many villagers received emails 
alerting them to the appeal. 

In just four hours from going live on the website, 
the JustGiving page had raised £1,000. At the time of 
writing the total raised, plus sums from the card     
reader, the cash collection boxes and the quiz (see   
below) was approaching £6,000.  For details visit  - 
the Hambledon website www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk, 
or  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
hambledonukraineappeal 

There were 
collection boxes 
placed at the  
shop, the Merry 
Harriers, the 
nursery school 
and the  cricket 
and football clubs. 
The church also 
loaned a card 
reader to the shop. 

It was decided, initially at least, that all funds 
raised would be sent to the Disasters Emergencies  
Committee’s Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal.  Quite a 
number of villagers had already collected items to be 
donated such as blankets, sleeping bags, warm     

clothing, toiletries, etc.  
Efforts were made to 
find somewhere to 
store these while     
village volunteers   
examined supply routes 
to get   donated items to 
the Ukrainian  border.  
However, it was found 
that many distribution 
centres were over-
subscribed and were 
turning people away; so it was decided to concentrate 
on raising money for the DEC through the Hamble-
don Ukraine Appeal until the situation of supplies 
became more stable. 

Nevertheless, the items already donated were 
subsequently despatched through a collection centre 
established at Seaford College in Duncton, West   
Sussex, where Cranleigh Freight Services had       
provided a lorry and driver, free of charge, which was 
soon to depart for the Polish border with Ukraine. 
Once again, villagers volunteered and a convoy of 
vehicles took Hambledon’s donated items to Seaford 
on 8 and 9 March. 

The Merry Harriers held a quiz evening in aid 
of the Hambledon Ukraine Appeal on the evening of 
Wednesday 9 March which was a sell-out and raised 
a further £539.50.  This is reported elsewhere in this 
magazine. 

The village team will continue to monitor the 
situation and review how to spend money raised by 
the Hambledon Ukraine Appeal.  This will include 
monitoring distribution routes and obtaining items of 
specific need such as  energy bars, rehydration      
tablets, first aid kits, thermal blankets, socks and feet 
warmers.   

       It is hoped that some of these items can be 
obtained by cold-calling companies to ask for       
donations.  In the meantime, JustGiving funds will 
continued to be sent on to the DEC. 

Hambledon:  the Ukranian responseHambledon:  the Ukranian responseHambledon:  the Ukranian responseHambledon:  the Ukranian response    
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Off with the apronOff with the apronOff with the apronOff with the apron    

On 21 February the village shop said good-by to Bron, who’s decided to take 

time out to revisit some old haunts – and perhaps even to explore pastures  
new.   It was a sad farewell; but everyone in the village wishes Bron well as  
she embarks on her travels. 

A 

 good gathering of shop professionals,        
volunteers and customers came together on a 
windy afternoon to toast Bron and thank her 

for her commitment to the shop over an eight-year 
period.  In a well-crafted speech Martin referred to her 
sterling work behind the deli counter, which had 
ranged from teaching him how to cut a cucumber 
(properly!) to making the most impressive range of 
salads imaginable – but he had to admit that, even after 
working with her for so long, he still couldn’t recog-
nise some of the foods that tripped off her tongue!   

In reply Bron assured everyone that it had been a 
good eight years and that it had been a real pleasure to 
work with or serve all those with whom she had come 
into contact – though she did draw the line at the    
potential customer who had turned up one day just as 

she was trying to lock up and who had demanded a 
bottle of peach schnapps – “Do you realise where we 
are!?  But I could sell you some fennel seeds.”  Who 
says the shop doesn't try! 

As the result of a very generous response to a 
collection, Bron was presented with a goody bag that 
included some of her favourite books plus a voucher 
for her favourite London restaurant, J. Sheeky. 

Bron started off on her travels in mid-March, first 
to Argentina where she will enjoy being with the polo-

playing members of her family.  Thereafter she’s    
toying with the idea of Japan in cherry blossom time, 
perhaps followed by a trip to Ibiza, before coming 
home for a happy summer and a chance to catch up 
with her numerous children and grandchildren in the 
UK.  

I 
n January 2021, Hambledon Village Shop was 
contacted by Jeremy Hunt MP with the news that 
the shop had been awarded a South West Surrey  

Heroes Award as part of a campaign he had launched 
with Tindle Newspapers at the end of 2020.  This 
meant that someone had recognised the shop’s extra- 
ordinary work during the initial stages of the Covid   
pandemic in 2020 and nominated it for an award.  Be-
yond this, having reviewed all nominations, the awards  
panel decided that the shop was a worthy recipient. 

The intention was that the awards would be   
presented at a small reception in 2021.  However,  
continuing Covid restrictions meant that it was delayed 
until March 2022. 

As a result, on the evening of Friday 11 March, 
on behalf of the shop the Chair of the Shop Manage-

ment Committee,    
Alison Scott-Bishop, 
attended the awards 
reception in Tindle 
Newspaper’s offices in 
The Old Court House 
in Farnham.  There 
were around 30 award 
recipients there, includ-
ing individuals who 
had established food 
banks and representa-

tives of churches, village shops and other organisa-
tions which had gone above and beyond to support 
their local  communities during the pandemic. 

Jeremy Hunt gave a short speech in which he 
praised the community spirit shown by so many during 
the pandemic and the difference that it had made to the 
lives of many people, particularly the most vulnerable.  

He singled out some recipients for particular mention, 
Hambledon Village Shop being one of them; and he 
noted that it was his local village shop.  He also     
commented that, although the affects of the pandemic 
were reducing, a lot of individuals, organisations and 
communities were now focused on what they could do 
to support Ukraine.  Again, Hambledon was mentioned 
in this regard.  Clearly Jeremy Hunt is aware of, and 
keen to promote, Hambledon’s efforts! 

Over the years, the sterling work of Hambledon 
Village Shop and its professionals and volunteers has 
been recognised in many ways.  This award is just the 
latest example; and everyone involved with the shop, 
particularly those who kept it running during the    
darkest days of the pandemic, should feel justifiably 
proud of being rewarded for their efforts. 

The picture says it all!The picture says it all!The picture says it all!The picture says it all!    
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Variety writ largeVariety writ largeVariety writ largeVariety writ large    

From ducklings to rock music; POINTs and REWARDs; 
responding to Ukraine; celebrating Red Nose Day;  
christening Dave – it’s been a busy spring term at St  
Dominic’s as Theresa Jones reports. 

S 

pring is definitely in the air at St Dominic’s 
School.  The days are getting longer, the        
daffodils are out and the winding driveway up to 

the school is bedecked with primroses which means it 
is time once again for St Dominic’s to hatch some 
eggs.  So, during the week commencing 14 March we 

were delighted to take    
delivery of some duck 
eggs for one of our Year 6 
class to look after as they 
hatch into ducklings.  All 
pupils and students across 
the school will have the 

chance to visit the duck-
lings, learn how to take 
care of them and watch 
them grow.  Within a    
couple of days of their  
arriving, two had hatched.  

As we continue to get back into normal practices 
post-pandemic, the pupils and students have been   
enjoying a range of enriching activities. Rock Steady 
music group visited the school for the first time to  
deliver group music sessions, playing a range of     
instruments including keyboard, drums and guitar.  
All the pupils who attended were enthusiastic and 
enjoyed getting to know their new teacher, Sam.   

 

Our Year 10 history students enjoyed a trip to a 
Vietnamese restaurant, which links with their topic this 
term.  Also, our new performing arts centre was turned 
into our very own cinema for our Platinum Awards; 
and Platinum Parties recommenced. 

We have consciously chosen to offer a variety of 
rewards to our pupils and students. This is because they 
come to the school with a variety of needs and starting 
points, meaning that a range of shorter- and longer-
term rewards and levels of privilege appropriate to age 
and stage captures the vast majority of pupils and   
students.  Some of our young people are ‘quiet achiev-
ers’ and will manage their behaviour on a long-term 
basis.  Some struggle from day to day and we need to 
make sure that there are rewards that motivate all. 

POINTs (KS2-4) is the system used to model and 
reward behaviour for learning in lessons. Points are 
awarded in every lesson for: 

- Polite – respect and consideration for others 

- On Task – willing to work, including homework 

- In on time – ready to work with the right 
   equipment 
- Never give up – keep on trying 

- Talk it out – sum up your lesson. 
At the end of each half term all the POINTs are 

counted towards a reward.  Rewards work as follows: 
- Bronze (85%) – wear own clothes for one week 

- Silver (90%) – wear own clothes and an after- 
   noon off time table. 
- Gold (95%) – the above, plus spend 60p at  
   the village shop. 
- Platinum (99%) – all of the above, plus a trip to 

   the cinema, bowling or a £5 gift voucher. 
In the 6th form a similar system of acknowledg-

ing and tracking behaviour is used in lessons, known as 
REWARDs (KS5).  Though similar to POINTS, the 
6th form felt strongly that they should be assessed  
differently, so we use the acronym REWARD: 

- R – respect and attitude 

- E – equipment 
-W – work to level 
-A – assessment and editing 

-R – ready to work 

-D – deadline. 
Therefore, each student is given a score out of 6 

for every lesson or session which allows him or her to 
work towards a certificate and a voucher at the end of 
each half term.   

Full details of all the different rewards we offer 
can be found under the ‘Pupils’ tab on our website 
(www.stdominicsschool.org.uk). 

As a school we have been very saddened by the 
events in Ukraine. We have recognised that this is 
something about which pupils and students have a lot 
of questions and worries.  In order to show our        
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constructed several fiendish themed rounds of general 
knowledge questions and Jon played music from 
across the decades. The inclusion of Neil Diamond’s 
Sweet Caroline inevitably led to an outbreak of      
singing, with seated quizzers rising to their feet and 
some even standing on their tables, arms in the air. 

Everyone was a winner, just by taking part and 
giving so generously; but the actual champions on the 
night were team Volodymyr Quizlensky made up of 
Robin McKeith and Anne-Charlotte (AC) Buffet, their 
neighbour Ben, and Tony and Ali Scott-Bishop.  They 
received the two bottles 
of champagne but gave 
one to the runners-up, a 
team hosted by Deeg 
Gorrod. 

The photos show 
a packed dining area 
given over to contest-
ants and the hard-

worked bar staff led by 
manager Mikey Cole-
man. Thanks to them 
and to Nick Ash and his 
team in the kitchen. 

A 

 quiz in aid of the newly-established Hamble-
don Ukraine Appeal on 9 March raised a    
remarkable £539.50, thanks to the   generosity 

of a packed pub, full of contestants from the village 
and beyond.    

Hosted by quiz master Andy Hinde with music 
master Jon Petersen, the event was a sell-out. The pub 
dished out curry and a free drink for a knock-down 
price and  donated two bottles of champagne to the 
winning team. 
This enabled 
the entrance 
fee, together 
with generous 
cash and card 
donations, to 
go entirely to 
the Hamble-
don Ukraine 
Appeal (see 
article on page 
13). 

Despite the desperate plight of the refugees and 
the seriousness of the need to help, the quiz was      
conducted in a wonderful community spirit.  Andy had 

What’s Ukranian for Quiz?  Quizlensky, of course!What’s Ukranian for Quiz?  Quizlensky, of course!What’s Ukranian for Quiz?  Quizlensky, of course!What’s Ukranian for Quiz?  Quizlensky, of course!    

solidarity with the children and young people of 
Ukraine, everyone was encouraged to wear yellow and 
blue on Wednesday 16 March.  This was also an     
opportunity for us to support pupils and students with 
their concerns, educate them and raise money for the 
children of Ukraine through the First News Ukraine 
Schools Appeal in partnership with the Disaster  
Emergency Committee.  

On Friday 18 March the school took part in 
Comic Relief: Red Nose Day 2022.  We celebrated the 
day by asking the children to wear something red to 
school – anything from a red t-shirt, sweatshirt,     
trousers, socks, shoes or hair bands.  We also ran a 
funny (but school appropriate!) joke competition, 
judged by our Student Voice.  You will be able to see 
photos of the event on our website. 

You may recall, from an earlier edition, that in 
July last year pupils and students, helped by Alison, an 
artist who visited the school, embarked on a project to 
make a unicorn sculpture to join the magnificent lion 
sculpture, made a few years previously, in our Chapel 
Gardens.  Both 
sculptures started 
life as sheet metal 
which was cut into 
shapes following a 
life-size template, 
filed smooth and 
bashed with large 
hammers to shape 
and add texture.  
The pieces were 
then taken back to 
Alison’s studio where she welded them together and 
towards the end of last year the unicorn (which our 
pupils and students voted to name Dave) was put in 

place alongside the lion.  Both the sculptures look 
magnificent in our beautiful Chapel Gardens. 

We were very much looking forward to welcom-
ing Jeremy Hunt to our school on 11 March officially 
to unveil the unicorn sculpture.  Sadly, due to the  

number of Covid cases the difficult decision was made 
to postpone the visit to ensure stability and consistency 
for our pupils and students when a number of key staff 
were absent.  We are hoping to reschedule the visit in 
May and will let you know how it went in a future 
parish magazine. 

St Dominic’s will 
be closed for the Easter 
break from Monday 4 
April, re-opening on 
Tuesday19 April.  We 
wish you all a very 
happy Easter, and hope 
that you can enjoy an Easter egg (or two!). 
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Ukraine crisis Ukraine crisis Ukraine crisis Ukraine crisis ––––    what on earth can I do? what on earth can I do? what on earth can I do? what on earth can I do?     

Shelagh Godwin is a member of the Busbridge and Hambledon Church (BHC) Outward Giving Group. 
In this article she describes how the Group hopes to play its part in giving a practical welcome to those  
Ukrainian refugees who manage to make their way the UK .  But it’s a task that’s going to need the  
support of an awful lot of people.   

W 

hat on earth can I do?  This is a question we ask 

ourselves every time we turn on the television 

news or look at our news feeds. The situation which 

confronted us just a few weeks ago, when President 

Putin’s forces invaded an independent country at the 

heart of Europe, left us all in a state of shock and   

desperation, alleviated only by the tremendous courage 

and reliance of the Ukrainian people and their valiant  

President, Volodymyr Zelensky. 

The fallout, for the UK, is just beginning.  At the 

time of writing three million refugees have fled 

Ukraine, mostly to Poland. But they will not stay 

there. Many of them are heading westwards, including 

to the UK.  And they will have nothing.   They will 

need accommodation.  They will need food.  They 

may need medical help.  But above all they will need 

to be welcomed.  They will need the love and         

acceptance of the churches and the communities 

around them.  We must be ready for them.  And this is 

where Busbridge and Hambledon can help. 

Some people have already generously offered 

rooms in their homes for Ukrainian refugees.  If you 

would like to join them, you are urged to do four 

things: 

 Watch the webinar prepared by the Sanctuary 

Foundation at https://youtu.be/4n-Wmru5LIA 

Make your pledge to be a sponsor by             

visiting https://sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk  

Register your interest on the government web-

site:  https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk 

Direct Ukrainian refugees to RESET's 

site:  https://www.homesforukraine.org.uk 

If you host a refugee family you have been 

promised some help from the government.  Busbridge 

and Hambledon’s Church Family Support Fund can 

also help with grants and there will shortly be an    

appeal to enable the Fund to have enough resources to 

help in this crisis.  A list is being drawn up of how to 

access relevant organisations in the area – schools, 

medical services, food banks, social security, language 

learning, etc.  BHC is liaising with Godalming Town 

Council and it also hopes to liaise with Waverley     

Borough Council and Surrey County Council.   

If an item of furniture or help in the garden is 

needed, Guildford Besom might be able to help. 

(Besom is a charity which aims to provide a bridge 

between those who want to give time, money, things 

or skills and those who are in need: volunteers can 

assist with tasks ranging from DIY to washing,      

ironing, decorating and gardening.) 

Besom is the focus of Busbridge and Hamble-

don’s Easter Appeal which starts on 3 April.  Besom  

will be represented at all church services on that day. 

If you cannot personally host a refugee family it 

doesn’t mean there is nothing that you can do.  All   

refugees will need to feel part of the community.  

Some of them will be traumatised and will need      

specialist counselling.  We do not all have these skills  

but everybody can make friends, and friends is what 

these desperate people will need.  It is joyful, but     

relevant news, that the two British/Iranian former    

prisoners, Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe and Anoosheh 

Ashoori, have just returned to this country after having 

experienced trauma and detention in Iran.  They have 

loving families but will need space to recover and to 

reflect – Terry Waite, himself a detainee in Lebanon 

some decades ago, recently said just that.  Our new 

Ukrainian friends will need to be listened to but not 

necessarily pumped about their experiences:  they may 

prefer not to talk about them at all.  

Above all we need to remember that refugees are 

individuals, not categories. I still proudly wear clothes 

that I asked a Bosnian refugees, a skilled dressmaker, 

to make for me many years ago (curiously enough, 

some of them feature the colours blue and yellow!).  

The new arrivals will want to integrate, to play, have 

fun, meet people, perhaps come to our homes and cook 

a Ukrainian meal for us. Wouldn’t that be fascinating. 

(I had that experience once with a Chinese student 

from the University of Surrey whom I knew via the 

Friends International  hosting programme.  She is now 

married and happily living in Shanghai.) 

Currently the government is encouraging people 

who already know Ukrainians to start hosting          

immediately.  Next in line will be those with no friends 

or relatives in the UK.  These will need even more of a 

welcome.  So it’s time for us to open our hearts, our 

homes and our purses and be prepared to entertain the 

stranger for, as the writer to the Hebrews said nearly 

two thousand years ago: “Do not forget to entertain 

strangers, for by so doing some people have             

entertained angels without knowing it”.   

The Busbridge and Hambledon’s Outward     

Giving Group  would love more help with organising, 

research, liaising with local authorities and giving  

general  encouragement and prayer.  It is an enormous 

task.  If you think you can assist in any way, or would 

like further information, please contact Shelagh on 

jimdogshome@aol.com or telephone her on 01483 

417725. 
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The first theatrical production for over two years – that’s what!  On 
Thursday 7 April performers are returning with their brand new           
production Campfire.  Those who saw Mountain Music will know that 
we’re in for a wonderful evening.   Music and poetry – and even a chance to be part of the show! 

What’s What’s What’s What’s happeninghappeninghappeninghappening    at ... at ... at ... at ...     

The Village Hall The Village Hall The Village Hall The Village Hall     

H 

ambledon Village Hall Management Commit-
tee held its AGM on Thursday 24 February in 
the Village Hall.  The meeting opened with a 

minute’s silence in memory of Cynthia Miller, a long-

time member of the Committee and whose funeral had 
taken place that afternoon. 

Ruth Canham (Chair) was unable to be present 
and her report was presented by Paul Stone (Vice-

Chair). Yet another strange Covid-impacted year,  
although things had begun to return to a new normal 
with regular activities re-commencing.  All classes and 
events were now taking place within an as covid-free 
environment as was possible and through the efforts of 
the Hall’s Caretaker, Martyn Grove.  

The planned replacement of the windows had 
taken place in October and they seemed to have made 
a noticeable difference to all users of the Hall;        
allegedly even some pilates practitioners had         
commented on the warmth of the building on a frosty 
morning! 

Ruth’s report ended with her thanking all      
Committee members for their support during the year.  

She also noted that Amy Kase-Lewington was standing 
down and thanked her for her invaluable contribution 
over the last two years.  

In her capacity as Treasurer, Amy reported on the 
year’s finances.  She noted that, with the easing of 
covid restrictions, there had been an increase in      
lettings – and therefore income, which had also been 
supplemented by local council grants and some       
generous local donations. 

The Management Committee is now comprised 
of the following:  
Ruth Canham (Chair), Paul Stone (Vice-Chair), Sarah 
Stuckey (Treasurer), Graeme Guthrie (Secretary),   
Carole Davis (Bookings),  Martyn Grove (Caretaker), 
Anthea Edwards, Ron Vickery, Paul Vacher, Mary 
Grove (Parish Council representative), Martin   
Thompson (Village Shop   representative) and Tig 
Durrant (Hambledon Festival representative). 

Paul Vacher, having disposed of his typewriter, 
was thanked for his tenure as Secretary and presented 
with something alcoholic and a garden token – both of 
which were very much appreciated. 

And that’s not all And that’s not all And that’s not all And that’s not all ––––    there’s also a new management teamthere’s also a new management teamthere’s also a new management teamthere’s also a new management team    

No story is too small!  From mundane moments 
to miraculous misadventures, we want to hear it all.  
All you need to do is show up to our free, fun work-
shop.  You might come with an idea of the story you 
could tell, but it’s totally OK if you turn up with    
nothing.  We’ll help you find and shape your story in a 
warm, supportive environment.  Why not come to the 
workshop and see what it’s all about?  You’ve got 
nothing to lose! 

To quote some previous participants: “I didn’t 
think I had any good stories to tell, but Molly gives 
you interesting prompts and helps you create a     
structure around something from your life you didn’t 
think was story-worthy.” 

“It makes you realise how interesting people 
are.” 

“Exceeded my expectations.” 

Ruth has already got a couple of people signed 
up as story-tellers but would love a lot more to make 
the performance even more of a success.  Have you 
got an amusing or moving story to tell from your own 
life?  Have you got any fascinating tales that you   
remember from Hambledon’s past?  Perhaps you’re 
not sure you have a story to tell but might like to come 
along to the workshop to find out?  The possibilities 
are endless and we know there are lots of great stories 
out there! 

The workshop is on Thursday 7 April from 2 to 4 
pm, with the performance on the same evening starting 
at 7.30. 

W 

hat’s your story?  As Ian McMillan and 
Luke Carver-Goss (remember them from 
Mountain Music?) remind us, we all have a 

story to tell, but it’s not always easy to talk about your-
self.  Sharing our stories can help us to reconnect with 
each other in an increasingly fractured world. 

That’s why Campfire is coming to Hambledon. 
Campfire is a unique, magical event which celebrates 
the untold stories of people who make up a communi-
ty. We’re looking for people to tell true stories 

at the event and to come to a workshop on the after-
noon of the performance so that they’re well-equipped 
to contribute. 
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From COVID to conflict From COVID to conflict From COVID to conflict From COVID to conflict     

In this article Tess Williams describes her work with UK-Med at 
the forefront of international medical response and preparedness  
- an organisation now providing critical medical aid in Ukraine. 

W 

ith over 23 years’ experience working with 

Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) 

in some of the world’s biggest emergencies, 

Tess Williams works as a humanitarian consultant and 

coach.  In early 2020 she took a temporary break from 

consulting to act as Operations Director with UK-

Med, a medical aid charity, supporting them in scaling 

up their work at the forefront of the international   

response to COVID-19.   

Now back in her role as a consultant, Tess     

continues to support UK-Med in their responses, most 

recently designing and delivering a training and    

mentoring programme on operational readiness for 

disease outbreaks. Unsurprisingly UK-Med is once 

again rapidly scaling up, this time to respond to the 

Ukraine crisis.   

Now living in Farncombe, Tess grew up in  Ham-

bledon, where her father and godmother still live.  
 

In February this year I was in Khartoum, Sudan, 

delivering training on Operational Readiness for Major 

Disease Outbreaks.  This training is part of a nine-

month training and mentoring programme that       

supports health providers in their readiness to respond 

when outbreaks of diseases such as Ebola, Cholera, 

and, of course, COVID-19 occur.  Representing UK-

Med as part of the READY Initiative alongside US 

partners Save the Children and Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity, I was piloting the training that I had designed, in 

three countries, for three organisations.  

The UK-Med photo above shows me (far right, 

front) with colleagues and the management team of the 

Cameroon Baptist Convention Health Services during 

the ‘Operational Readiness for Outbreak Response’      

training.  CBCHS are the second-largest health        

provider in Cameroon, with over 100 facilities and 

6,000 staff. 

It had been originally suggested that I might 

write this article on my involvement in this initiative, 

as well as including reflections on my experience over 

the last two years leading the operations management 

for UK-Med’s international COVID response.  I had a 

plan: I was going to take my time on an article that 

was going to be fairly straightforward whilst raising 

awareness of UK-Med.  Or so I thought.  

Then, on 24 February, Russia invaded Ukraine. 

The world changed (once again) and my heart sank.  

Having worked in the humanitarian aid sector for 

many years I have witnessed the suffering of people 

displaced by conflict, from Kosovo to Northern    

Uganda, and supported responses to Syria and many 

others.  I knew this would be catastrophic.  

 At the same time I knew, there and then, that 

UK-Med would be at the forefront of any international 

medical response to the crisis and was already proud 

of their predicted involvement.  Despite the media’s 

uncertainty about any invasion in the previous weeks, 

this type of crisis is something for which UK-Med is 

prepared.  I  knew the emphasis of this article would 

have to change – but the ever-changing nature of the 

emergency was going to prove complex to write about.  

But first, what is UK-Med?   It is a frontline 

medical aid charity, borne of the NHS.  Meeting 

World Health Organisation clinical and operational 

standards, UK-Med has significant capacity.  It     

maintains a register of approximately 1,000 NHS and 

global health professionals and is able to deploy teams 

and equipment at 24 to  48 hours’ notice.  The roster 

includes a huge range of specialities, ranging from 

anaesthesiologists, surgeons, physiotherapists, general 

practitioners, bio-medical engineers and more.   

Founded by Professor Tony Redmond OBE, a key 

instigator of one of the UK’s first paramedic teams, the 

organisation’s first response was to the devastating 

1988 Armenia earthquake. UK-Med has since        

continued to provide life-saving health care and     

capacity building in some of the most difficult       

emergencies, including the 2010 Haiti earthquake and 

the 2014 Ebola outbreak in West Africa.  In the last 

two years it has deployed to over 22 countries as part 

of the UK Government’s international response to 

COVID-19, as well as supporting the set-up of     

Nightingale hospitals in the UK in the first wave of the 

pandemic.  

At the time of writing, just two weeks after the 

initial invasion of Ukraine, UK-Med has a team of 

medics on the ground in both Poland and Ukraine, 

preparing to provide clinical support to hospitals and 

operate mobile clinics into Ukraine.  By the time this 

goes to print, the support could have grown            

significantly – with the potential for a fully self-

sufficient field hospital. 

The situation is evolving to become one of the      

toughest any of our team has ever dealt with and,   
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given the experience of some of the staff and its roster 

members, this is a sobering thought.    

Faced with an ever-increasing tide of displaced 

people, including pregnant women, those with severe 

traumatic injuries or existing health issues, as well as 

the potential for outbreaks that occur in the conditions 

created by conflict, the task for health providers in 

Ukraine and surrounding countries will be immense. 

Many existing health facilities, both in Poland and 

Ukraine, are facing equipment shortages and the     

already minimal staff are critically lacking in general 

surgery and obstetric skills, not to mention the skills 

to deal with injuries from ballistics and chemical 

weapons.    

This UK-Med photo is of one of its teams and 

local hospital staff on assessment in Ukraine in March 

2022.   

Alongside facility support and the setting up of 

field hospitals, UK-Med is seeking to build capacity 

of local clinical responders to deal with the situation 

now and into the future.  Mobile clinics will also be 

essential.  While field hospitals can be set up and  

existing facilities can be supported, in many cases 

people are not able to get there, being trapped by the 

conflict or too ill to travel.  Armed simply with a car, 

medical kits and expertise, a team could go to them.    

Alongside the Ukraine response, UK-Med    

continues to respond to the other current and future 

emergencies. While the UK is slowly progressing 

with recovery from COVID-19, many countries re-

main in the peak of the pandemic.  Just in the last 

week, a   UK-Med team deployed to the Solomon 

Islands under the umbrella of the UK Government’s 

Emergency Medical Team (UK EMT), responding to 

a request from the country’s government.    

Another UK-Med photo, this time of UK-Med 

staff providing COVID-19 training and mentoring in    

Cambodia where UK-Med was deployed as part of the 

UK government’s response.  

It is also so important in these times not to forget 

the other emergencies in the world.  Having just     

returned from running trainings in Cameroon, the   

Syrian/Turkish border and Sudan, this is all the more 

at the forefront of my mind.  In Sudan  the head of the 

organisation we were training, while despairing at the 

Russian invasion and the impact on the Ukrainian  

people, quietly added, “What will happen here?  Sudan 

was already a forgotten emergency: this will make it 

even more so.”    

UK-Med’s work is not just about responding.  

There is a key focus on building capacity at interna-

tional and local levels, as well as promoting evidence-

based practice to improve patient care in humanitarian 

settings.  Partnerships are key. Working with consortia  

such as the READY Initiative for outbreak prepared-

ness, as well as the Royal College of Surgeons in   

Edinburgh and the Lebanese American University 

among others, helps to cement the organisation’s   

vision to focus on building quality local healthcare and 

capacity for future emergencies.  

I have a huge respect for all my colleagues at  

UK-Med.  They have had an unprecedented few years 

of high intensity work, both at headquarters in      

Manchester as well as on the ground in the countries 

we are supporting; and yet they continue to be        

dedicated to getting quality care to where it is needed 

most.  While I am no longer a staff member I continue 

to remain closely connected, as a consultant, to an   

organisation in whose work I strongly believe.   

For more information on UK-Med, the READY 

initiative, or to donate to the Ukraine appeal, visit 

https://www.uk-med.org/  

Mayor’s labour of love for charityMayor’s labour of love for charityMayor’s labour of love for charityMayor’s labour of love for charity    
 

S 

ome of us will remember John Robini from the days when his beat included Hambledon.  He forsook the 
police some time ago, but as this year’s Mayor of Waverley he’s challenging himself to get back on the beat 
with some hard labour at each of his three chosen charities, which include Hydestile Resident Animals, in a 

bid to raise funds.  He visited Hydestile Resident Animals on 28 March and we’ll be asking him to let us know 
what activities he got up to  – feeding the animals, clearing out their accommodation, administering medication?  
But in return it would be good if we could support his  initiative, not to mention such a worthwhile enterprise 
which is under increasing financial pressure.  You can do this by visiting John’s JustGiving page at https://
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/waverleymayor 2021.    
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Hambledon’s celebrations for the Queen’s Jubilee are beginning to take shape. 
There was plenty of positive thinking at the first meeting: these are now being 
followed up and will be developed at the next meeting, on 13 April,  at which  
anyone willing to lend a hand (or with further ideas) will be extremely welcome. 

From Beacons to Big LunchesFrom Beacons to Big LunchesFrom Beacons to Big LunchesFrom Beacons to Big Lunches    

E 

ight villagers attended a meeting at The Merry 
Harriers on 10 March to consider ideas for  
commemorating the Platinum Jubilee.  Several 

others have since volunteered to become involved – 
and there’s no limit on numbers!  So, if reading this 
article wets your appetite, do contact Mary Grove 
(grovemum@aol.com or telephone 07792 830276). 

Everyone present at the meeting agreed that, on 
Thursday 2 June, a torch procession leading up to a 
bonfire/beacon would be a good idea; and Peter and 
Kim Cross are still happy for this to be on their land at 
the top of Bryony Hill.  The next things to think about 
are insurance (Ronata Hender will investigate) and the 
construction of the bonfire and igniting it (Ronata and 
Philip Underwood are pursuing this; Leslie Campbell 
can supply wood).  Also, and perhaps most important, 
who should be asked to light it?   Ideas, anyone? 

It was also agreed to pursue the idea of an open 
gardens afternoon on Saturday 4 June.  This is subject 
to findings owners who would be willing to receive      
visitors and to organise the purchase of tickets (tasks 
which Caroline Pitt and Andy Falk have volunteered 
to undertake). 

The Cricket Green has already been booked on 
Sunday 5 June, the day recommended for Big Jubilee 
Lunches; so it was agreed that Malthouse Lane would 
be an appropriate venue for a Hambledon Street Party.    
This would  involve its closure from Woodlands Road 
to the junction with the Cricket Green  between 10am 
and 6pm (which Mary undertook to organise) and   
letting all affected residents, including St Dominic’s, 

know (an appropriate note has already been popped 
through their letter boxes—thank you, Jane!).   Every-
one would bring their own food and drink; Mary and 
Leslie will look into the provision of tables and the 
involvement of the Village Hall; and Jon Peterson will 
ensure a plentiful supply of bunting.  Jon, Leslie and  
Andy are in charge of ensuring that there will be     
appropriate musical accompaniments to the festivities 
and George Pitt is considering a walking treasure hunt.  
George is also thinking about organising a cycling 
treasure hunt at some point over the four-day holiday 
period. 

Other events to run over the Jubilee week-end 
might include a flower festival in St Peter’s Church 
(Mary Parker is hoping to co-ordinate this) – and, of 
course, flying the flag at the church (George will seek 
the agreement of Simon Willetts to this).  Finally, 
George has volunteered Jane Woolley to produce a 
booklet,   drawing on the Hambledon Archive, about  
village events that were organised to celebrate past 
Jubilees (luckily, Jane is agreeable!).  It was suggested 
that a charge might be made for the booklet, with the       
proceeds being donated to a suitable charity; as well as 
sending a copy to the Queen. 

Follow-up action arising from all of the above, 
plus any new ideas, will be considered at a further 
meeting to be held at 8pm on Wednesday 13 April at 
The Merry Harriers.  Do put this in your diary – it 
would be good to see you.  And please let Mary know 
if you do plan to attend or, even if  you can’t make that 
date, you would like to be involved in the organisation. 

Budget for 2022 approvedBudget for 2022 approvedBudget for 2022 approvedBudget for 2022 approved    
Despite the pandemic’s continued impact on council’s finances,        
Waverley has balanced the books over the coming year, while  
maintaining services and its financial support of the voluntary  
sector at current levels.   

C 

ouncillors recognised that rising household 

bills, inflation and the removal of the £20    

Universal Credit uplift were all expected to 

have a significant impact on the lowest income house-

holds in the coming year.   They therefore agreed to 

extended the council’s discretionary Council Tax 

Hardship Fund, adding an additional contribution of 

£50,000 to the fund this year. The council also agreed 

to continue the existing Council Tax Support Scheme 

at the current level.  Increases in fees and charges have 

been kept broadly below inflation, except in commer-

cial areas such as planning pre-application services 

where a new approach will see fees for developers 

increased so that they more closely reflect the actual 

costs to the council of providing the service. 

 Waverley’s Portfolio Holder for Finance, Assets 

and Commercial Services, Councillor Mark Merry-

weather, said: “We know that Council Tax increases 

impact very heavily on low-income households and we 

are doing everything we can to support them via the 

Council Tax Support Scheme, Discretionary Housing 

payments and the Council Tax Hardship Fund.  We 

have also moved to protect the total amount of the 

budget given to our partners in the volunteer sector 

and community organisations, at £0.8m, through our 

Thriving Communities Fund.” 
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It’s getting closeIt’s getting closeIt’s getting closeIt’s getting close    

As the end of the season approaches, just about all the teams are chasing 

titles or seeking promotions.  Some are closer to achieving their aims than 

others;  but impressive achievements by both the Reserves and the A team  
are particularly worthy of note, as Matt Kiley reports. 

T 

he First team swept aside Knaphill on a very 

wet day at Waterers Park.  Kuda opened the 

scoring in the first half as the Dons struggled to 

break down the hosts in awful conditions. It was all 

Hambledon in the second half with Kuda, Fieldy and 

Vinnie on the scoresheet.  Jack Fields was the pick of 

the bunch, with a lovely strike from outside the box. 

However, this was followed by a disappointing 
defeat away to title rivals Keens Park.  Two early 
goals and an impressive display from the hosts, but a 
spanner in the Dons’ title hopes. 

After defeating Chiddingfold comfortably at 
Badger Park 4-0, the Reserves then dropped their first 
points of the season, being held 2-2 by Guildford  
United.  They raced into a 2-0 lead but injuries and a 
soft goal before half time let Guildford back in. The 
Dons were falling like flies and were indebted to  
keeper Callum O’Donnell for helping them to secure a 
point. 

They then lost to title rivals Wrecclesham 2-0, on 
a dreadful pitch and with a host away or helping the 
first team.  The Dons huffed and puffed to 0-0 at the 
break. A fluke goal lost by Callum in the sun gave 
Wrecclesham the important first goal. The Dons 
thought they had equalised but Ben Hodking’s effort 
rolled down the back of the net. The Dons had chances 
but Wrecclesham secured the important second goal 

and three points.  However, the Dons bounced back 
with two important wins.  

First, away to West End.  A late goal from the 
hosts was the only disappointment in a 4-1 win with 
Cal Roots, Field and Turner (2) all on the scoresheet.  
Next up, the Dons held off an early attacking display 
from Uni for Kuda to score three goals before Uni had 
a late consolation goal.  

Hambledon sit third in the table and have work to 
do to try and close the game on Keens Park. 

The Reserves are in touching distance of securing 
their third title in three season.  Needing two more 
wins from the last five games to be sure,  there were 
impressive victories against Shottermill, 4-1, and   
Royal Holloway OB, 5-0 – a fantastic achievement for 
a small squad, plus supporting the first team through-
out the season.  Jamie Grove (2),  Gavin Montgomery  
and Vinnie Martin were on the scoresheet at home in 
the second half against Shottermill, while Ben Hodking 
scored a 5-minute hat-trick against RHOB with the 
returning  Adam  Appleton  and  another   late   Mont-
gomery goal making up the total. 

The A team have secured their Division 4 status 
and have moved into mid-table – another fantastic 
achievement given that they were barely able to field a 
team before Christmas and were struggling in the   
relegation zone. 

The Vets are going through a rough patch at the 
moment, having been dumped out of the Eric Holbrook 
cup 8-4 to Forrester Arms, followed by a very         
disappointing 5-2 home defeat to Woking Vets. 

The Vets Reserves are pushing for promotion 
from Division 6 and were in great form in the last 
match, thumping Farnham Town Vets 7-0 at Badger 
Park.  James Teager (3), Phil Cleaves (2) and  Steve 
Gardner (2) were the scorers.  However, they then   
suffered a blow to their promotion hopes, drawing 0-0 
at Badger Park to Badgers before losing 5-3 to the 
same opposition the following week when early on 
they found themselves 3-0 down and never recovered. 

 Good luck to all sides as we enter the business 
end of the season. 

We hope to welcome you down to Badger Park 
soon for a game. 
 

Come On You Dons 

First team goal   
scorer Kuda 

5 April is end of the tax year. So you may want to reflect that …5 April is end of the tax year. So you may want to reflect that …5 April is end of the tax year. So you may want to reflect that …5 April is end of the tax year. So you may want to reflect that …    

A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well. 

A few more deductions, and your take-home pay isn’t going to be enough to get you there. 

A penny saved is a government oversight. 

It should be easy for any government to please the people. All we want is lower taxes and more  

spending. 
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T 

he Head family has always lived around the 

Guildford area and after Denys qualified from 

agricultural college, with support from his  

parents, Hydon Farm was purchased in 1947.  During 

his apprenticeship Denys worked for F A Secrett Ltd 

on their farm and this started a long friendship with the 

family that still exists today. 

During the early years Denys met and then    
married Hilary in 1952 and she also became fully   
involved in working on the farm.  They had three   
children – Lynette, Gill and Roger  – who all grew up 
at Hydon Farm. 

The family has very fond memories of growing 
up on the farm and living at Hydestile.  Denys and 
Hilary were fully involved in Hambledon life: Denys 
was a church warden and Chairman of the Parish 
Council for a number of years.  

The original farmhouse, built in 1948, was much 
smaller than it is to-day, as the photograph below  

shows, with a view that would have been from the 
Hambledon Road. 

The farm buildings comprised a series of tractor 
sheds and a large packing shed which was used for the 
preparation of the crops prior to going to market.  
Some of the crops would be sold at Guildford market 

but the majority were sent to the London fruit and  
vegetable markets, including Covent Garden.  

The farm consisted of 40 acres around the house.  
Several years later another 12 acres were purchased 
towards Hambledon, near Great House.  The farm  
employed eight full-time workers and a number of 
seasonal students to help with the peaks of the growing 
year. 

All but one of the full-time employees were   
provided with living accommodation, as the family 
owned seven cottages around the Hydestile/
Hambledon area.  These included Nos 1 and 2 Hydon 
Farm Cottages and two cottages at Great House next to 
the Hambledon road. 

Hydon Farmhouse was extended in 1957 and can 
be seen in the above photograph which includes part of 
the farm and the original dutch light cold frames that 
were eventually replaced with movable glasshouses. 

The main summer crop was predominantly    
lettuce. The soil was ideal for vegetable growing,   
being lower greensand and free draining.  Other crops 
included cabbage, beetroot, carrots, leeks and         
cauliflower.  Smaller crops of sprouts, parsnips,     
turnips, spinach, sweetcorn and rhubarb were also 
grown to provide work and income throughout the 
year. 

The excellent soil was enriched with dung every 
18 months and the whole farm benefitted from a good 
supply of pressurised mains water, which was the envy 
of  some  other  growers  in  those  days.    Crops  were   

 

 

The Heads of HydestileThe Heads of HydestileThe Heads of HydestileThe Heads of Hydestile    

In this article Roger Head tells the story of his family from its days of vegetable growing  
at Hydon Farm and its progression on to Forest Lodge and Birdworld – and then, in his  
case, coming home to Hambledon.   

The first farm lorry 

Farm sprayer 
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watered by spray gun sprinklers mounted on long   
metal pipes that interlinked together. 

The farm used various machinery and was keen 
to use new machines as they became available.  Some 

of them look rather basic now; but at the time they 
were innovative and efficient.  

The multi-planter was used for many crops.  The 
planting of young plants into the soil enabled them to 
become quickly established, as well as achieving a 
good yield per acre. 

Upon maturity the crops were hand-harvested 
and boxed into wooden crates or cardboard boxes 
ready for market. All the crates and boxes were made 

on the farm, which provided good winter and wet 
weather work for the farm workers. 

Some winter crops - for example, parsnips – 
were harvested into reusable wooden bushel boxes and 

then placed through a specialised washing machine 
before being packed into sacks ready for market. 

Three different types of lettuce were grown: 
round, cos and webbs. In the summer the farm was a 
mix of green colours with crates in rows ready for  

harvesting, as seen in the photograph below,  looking 
down towards the Hydestile crossroads. 

In the far corner of the farm, near Station Lane, 
five Robinson glasshouses were added to raise early 
crops of lettuce in the spring. These double-span 
glasshouses could be moved to three different loca-
tions as they were on wheeled rollers and rails      

supported by concrete bases. The glasshouses were 
moved by using the farm tractors to winch them to 
their new location. 

Some of the remains of the glasshouse struc-
tures still exist today. 

Once the harvesting was complete the farm, in 
latter years, had two lorries that could be loaded in 
preparation for going to market. The packing shed at 
the farm was converted into a large cold store and the 
loaded lorries would be parked in the cold store, thus 
keeping the produce chilled and fresh. 

One lorry would leave the farm in the evening 
and go to three London markets, be unloaded and   
return to the farm in the middle of the night. When 
being used, the second lorry, with the same driver, 
would go back up to London again and return in the 
early morning. 

As well as the markets, in the 1970s the farm 
had a regular arrangement with a wholesaler in South-
ampton, supplying mainly lettuce to the cruise liners,     
particularly the QE2 and the Canberra. 

The farm enjoyed much success over the years 
and, with a loyal and hard-working team, was a very 
successful business. 

However, as with all business, it was  a stressful 
responsibility and the farm was extremely susceptible 
to the weather which, with extremes, could ruin    
batches of crops that had been close to maturity. 

Lettuce cutting 

Multi-planter 

Lettuce fields 

Lettuce fields and glasshouses 

Root vegetable washing machine 

    pto 
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Ultimately, with the wholesale markets, the   
forces of supply and demand dictated how profitable a 
crop would be and it was never until the day of the 
crops arriving at market that their viability would be 
known. 

The good water supply and irrigation system 
ensured that the farm could produce crops through 
long dry periods; and much success was achieved, 
particularly during the long hot summers of 1975 and 
1976. 

However, trends were changing: more crops 
were being grown under large commercial glasshouses 
and the future of vegetable growing was  altering,  
giving rise to concerns as to how the success of the 
business could continue. 

Diversification of the farm was considered; but 
with Roger coming into the family business and     
having more interest in marketing and retailing, it was 
decided to move into the garden centre industry. 

Hydon Farm, including the land and associated 
cottages, were sold in 1979. 

We all have happy memories of our time at   
Hydon Farm.  It was a wonderful home and a great 
success story achieved by Denys and Hilary. 

The farm was very time-consuming.  Holidays 
away in the summer were never possible as this was a 
crucial time to be close to monitor the crops. We were 
lucky to have an outdoor pool built in the garden in the 
1960s which gave us all a lot of enjoyment. 

We all helped on the farm as we grew up and 
assisted in harvesting some of the crops, particularly 
helping Hilary with picking the sweetcorn.  

Our most recalled memory was when, after enjoy-
ing our supper on most evenings in the summer, we 
were all persuaded – sometimes reluctantly – to help 
move the long lines of irrigation pipes around the farm 
so that the watering could continue through the      
evening. 

The farm was an exciting place to spend a child-
hood and, as the children grew up, Roger became     
increasingly involved in the farm and spent many    
happy holidays helping out where he could. 

After the family’s time at Hydon Farm a venue 
suitable for a garden centre was sought and Denys,  
Hilary and Roger found a plant nursery near Farnham. 
The existing site was demolished; a new garden centre 
was built; and Forest Lodge Garden Centre opened in 
1981. 

This new business was a great success.  Expan-
sion followed in 1984, including the addition of a 100-

seater coffee shop which was a new trend in garden 
centres at the time.  With continued  success, the garden 
centre expanded again in 1988; and in 1990 an          
additional business was set up near Wrecclesham called 
Garden Style, selling larger trees and shrubs to the  
retail and wholesale trade. 

The addition of the Birdworld business in 1996 
added a further diversification and created the 35-acre 
site.  Garden centre retailing continued to evolve and 
the business continued to enjoy much success. 

Denys and Hilary were fully involved in the busi-
ness right up to their passing away in 2010 and 2011 
respectively.  Roger continued with the business and its 
developments, including the opening of a new 300-

seater restaurant at Forest Lodge and many improve-
ments at Birdworld;  and the Garden Style business was 
relocated to the main site. 

Through all the years at Hydon Farm, and then 
with Forest Lodge, Garden Style and Birdworld, the 
family was always fully involved.  Much of the success 
that was achieved was due to the teams of people   
working within the business, starting with eight and 
rising to over 200 involved in recent years. 

  The business was sold in February 2020 to    
another family company to move it forwards for the 
future. 

Lynette now lives in Woking and Gill is in        
Brisbane, Australia.  Roger, now fully retired, moved 
back to Hydestile in 2021 and lives at The Hydons. 

Hydon Farm in the 1970s 

         Join us to benefit from 
many years of  riding quiet 
local routes to view swathes 
of bluebells, gather wild 
garlic, see polo ponies and 
grounds and visit beautiful 
corners of Surrey and     
Sussex. 
         Our  friendly cycling 
group improve fitness,   

riding  tourers, hybrids, mountain bikes and even  
electrics from 6 to 10 miles, or sometimes a bit more, 
in mid-summer, with a pub stop on the way. 

The season starts on Thursday 28 April at 6pm  
at Hambledon Village Hall.  Rides normally start from 
the Hall at 6pm each Thursday evening until mid-

September. 
Call George or Caroline Pitt on 01428 682940 if 

you have any questions. 
 

Hambledon PedallersHambledon PedallersHambledon PedallersHambledon Pedallers    
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New team; new fixturesNew team; new fixturesNew team; new fixturesNew team; new fixtures    

The AGM was held on 22 February and the new officials are listed below,  
together with the fixture list for May and June.  Club President Arthur 

Blackman reports. 

T 

he following were elected at the Annual      
General Meeting:  
President - Arthur Blackman 

Hon Vice Presidents - J H F Anderson, G D Pitt, J R 
Strudwick, D Sampson, A Stone, Mrs P Stone,           
D  Jenkins, Mrs E Luff, B Sleap 

Chairman - Nigel Tristem 

Vice Chairman – Alexander Wood 

Hon Secretary - Sion Griffiths 

Hon Treasurer - Caroline Tristem  
Club Captain - Mark Burton; , Friendly Captain -    
Andrew Dunn   
Club Welfare Officers - Alexander Wood, Mrs Claire 
Haines 

Hon Membership Secretary - Mark Burton 

Hon Fixtures Secretary - Andrew Dunn 

Junior Co-ordinators – James Willoughby, Alexander 
Wood, Caroline Tristem, Stephanie Harrison. 

The fixture list was also agreed for the season.   

The Club is still looking for new players.  Could 
anyone who would like to play – or help in other ways 
such as umpiring or scoring – please contact one of the 
captains.  

 The Junior section of the Club is also up and 
running.  Please contact James Willoughby (0793 
698022), Alexander Wood (07753 832323), Caroline 
Tristem (tristem@btinternet.com or 07860 618262) for 
the latest information or if you would like to help in 
running the Juniors  

The Junior season runs from April to end of July. 
Training sessions are generally held each Saturday 
morning or on a Friday evening for the older Juniors, 
with matches at weekends on either a Friday night or a 
Sunday morning. 

For more information about the Club please call 
Secretary Sion Griffiths (07775 516448), Club       
Captain Mark Burton (07722 752465) or Friendly    
Captain Andrew Dunn (07973 748861). 

Senior Matches, May – June  

 Hambledon Friendly   

May       

Sat 7    

Sun 8  Bramley H 14:00 

Sat 14       

Sun 15 Farncombe H 14:00 

Sat 21 Lynchmere H 14:00 

Sun 22       

Fri 27 T20 Shackleford A 18:00 

Sat 28 Ebernoe H 14:30 

Sun 29       

June    

Sat 4       

Sun 5 

Bramley; Surrey Girls  

Smash Festival and 

Village event  

  

Sat 11     

Sat 14       

Sun 12 Abinger A 14:00 

Wed 15 T20 King Edward’s A 18:00 

Sat 18 Village Festival    

Sun 20 Village Festival   

Sat 25    

Sun 26 Mary Caroe Cup   H 14.00 

There hasn’t been much time to write Ramblings this month, what with hospital          
appointments and family problems (all mostly sorted out now).  So sad to have lost    
Chris Harrison (pictured left in the adjacent photo) – and, of course, watching the     
news has been like watching a horror film.  As an antidote, here’s a little joke I           
found in a bedroom drawer.  

T 

wo female teachers took a group of students from grades 1 – 3 to      
Flemington Racecourse.  When it was time to take the children to the 
toilet the girls went with one teacher and the boys with the other.   The 

teacher assigned to the boys was waiting outside the men’s toilet when one of 
the boys came out and told her that none of them could reach the urinal.  So she 
went in, helped the little boys with their pants and began hoisting them up one 
by one, holding their wee-wees to direct the flow away from their clothes and 
shake them dry.  As she lifted one boy up she noticed that he was unusually well 
endowed.    Trying not to show that she was staring she said “You must be in 
Grade 3.”  “No, ma’am”, he replied:  “I’m riding Black Caviar in the next race –  but I really appreciate your help”. 
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S 

tephen’s father, Winton, paid his first visit to 
Hambledon in 1916 when he was six weeks old.  
His grandparents, Tommy and Florrie Van 

Gruisen, had rented Hambledon Hurst for the summer; 
they fell in love with it and purchased it two years  
later.  It has been in the family ever since.  

Stephen described the changes made to the house 
by the Arts and Crafts architect Charles Voysey.  
These effectively doubled it in size  – but without 
making it any more comfortable: the addition of three  
bathrooms hardly compensated for the open fireplace 
which was installed on the ground floor and which 
smoked abominably. 

Winton and his younger brothers enjoyed their 
holidays at Hambledon with their grandparents.  The 
house was often so full of week-end guests that they 
had to sleep elsewhere.  In 1921 his parents rented 
Hawthorn Cottage which, like most village houses at 
the time, had no indoor sanitation - only an earth closet  
in the garden which required Winton to be armed with 
a stick to bang on the door to frighten off the rats.  
Subsequently the family rented Malthouse Farm,    
tenanted at the time by a retired naval man with a   
parrot whose salty language the boys had to be       
discouraged from imitating.   

The boys soon got to know the village and its 
inhabitants.  One of Winton’s first acquaintances was 
Albert Jeffrey whom he met on a visit to Tigbourne 
Court (where Albert was the gardener) and who fished     
Winton out of the pond when he fell into it trying to 
catch tadpoles  

Albert and his wife lived at Rose Cottage with 
their four sons (Bert, Ted, Vic and Ernie) and their 
daughter Elsie.  The brothers all became gardeners:  
Bert and Ernie were at Hambledon Hurst throughout 
their working lives.  The family  was also the mainstay 
of Hambledon cricket – all the boys played for the 
team and Elsie married Tom Hammond who opened 
the batting for the first XI and later became Club    
secretary.  Bert was a fine bowler and captained the 
first XI for four seasons.  Another player was Harry 
Moss of Moss Bros who lived at Hydestile and for 
whom Ted worked as both gardener and chauffeur.  
Following his marriage Ted moved just down the track 
from Rose Cottage into Oakhurst Cottage.  

Winton’s fascination with the game started when 
he was still a boy, when junior cricket was organised 
by Eric Parker of Feathercombe for the benefit of the 
Parker children, their friends and the village boys.  By 
1934 Winton was playing regularly for Hambledon, 
one of whose keenest annual fixtures was against 
Feathercombe.  This was always a closely-fought 
match that ended with beer and darts at the Merry   
Harriers.  Stephen also recounted how, in 1937, Eric 
Parker arranged a match between the Surrey and the 
Hampshire Hambledon teams.  It was played at the 

Hampshire side’s ground, to the accompaniment of a 
bus-load of Surrey team supporters who brought with 
them a nine-gallon barrel of beer – which no doubt 
contributed to the loud applause given to every run!   

Wartime saw Mann’s Cottage, the former black-
smith’s cottage just below where Paddock Close is 
now situated, demolished by a heavy bomb in 1940.  
The following year a German bomber plane was    
attacked and came down in flames over the top of 
Wormley Hill.  It released a parachute bomb which 
landed near the Lane End crossroads.  The blast which 
it created warped several of the windows at Hamble-
don Hurst.  They still  
haven’t been repaired! 

In 1932, by virtue of 
his purchase of the      
common land that included  
Hambledon and Buss’s 
Commons, Hambledon 
Cricket Green and the     
Hambledon Hurst wood-
lands, Tommy Van 
Gruisen had become Lord 
of the Manor of Hambledon.  Following his death in 
1941 he was succeeded by his widow Florrie.  To  
ensure the preservation of the Cricket Green, Florrie 
and her son Harry donated it to the village.  The photo 
below shows Harry making a speech before the Lady 
of the Manor handed over the deeds to the Trustees of 
the newly-formed Cricket Green Trust (one of whom 
was Bert Jeffrey) during an all-day cricket match. 

       By now the 
original  pavil-
ion was in a sad 
state of repair.  
As the then-

captain of the 
first XI Winton  
was one of 
those who was 
responsible for 
its rebuilding 
on its present 
site, where it 
remained until 

the present pavilion was built in 2004.  
Florrie died in 1956 and in the following year the 

Dean family moved to Hambledon Hurst, after under-
taking major alterations to bring the house into line 
with the comforts of the 1950s.  Living at Hambledon 
Hurst gave Winton, now Lord of the Manor, plenty of 
opportunities for rough shooting over his commons 
and woodlands and he remained an avid, though      
possibly less accurate, shot well into extreme old age.  
He finally died in 2013, aged 97.  No-one can call into 
doubt the longevity of the Dean family! 

Winton Dean’s Memories of HambledonWinton Dean’s Memories of HambledonWinton Dean’s Memories of HambledonWinton Dean’s Memories of Hambledon    

The story of Stephen’s family, from the time of his great-grandfather’s arrival in Hambledon  
over a hundred years ago, is a virtual history of Hambledon – which Stephen shared with  
us in a fascinating lecture in the Village Hall on 16 March.  The full text is being added to  
the Hambledon Archive; this article contains just some of the highlights. 

Tommy Van Gruisen in 1934 
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I 
n 1997 it was realised that the Hambledon       

Scrapbook, which had been passed from hand to 

hand since its creation in 1952, was showing signs 

of wear and tear. Mary Parker, who lived at           

Feathercombe up to the time of her death in 1994, had 

been chiefly responsible for creating and keeping it 

going;  so a Hambledon Heritage Exhibition was    

organised in 1998 to raise money for a Mary Parker 

Memorial Fund which enabled the Scrapbook to be 

conserved and re-bound.  

The interest which the 1998 Exhibition evoked 

and the material that was contributed to it awakened a 

realisation that there was an on-going need for village 

memorabilia to be retained and recorded.  This led to 

the establishment of the Hambledon Heritage Society 

which, amongst other things, compiled photographic 

and printed memorabilia which are contained in a   

series of publications and albums – the Hambledon 

Archive.  This is housed in the Sun Room at Cobblers 

and can be accessed by anyone interested in finding 

out more about the history of Hambledon and the          

personalities who contributed to it.   

The content of the Archive is reproduced on the 

village web site/History/Historical Village documents.  

As well as the Scrapbook (which has also been        

digitised and can be found in the History section of the 

website), it includes the Hambledon Village Snapshot 

(a record of many of the houses and their inhabitants at 

the time of the millennium); albums and brochures that 

record village happenings from over a century ago up 

to the present day; and details about specific places, 

people and groups, again dating well back into the 

past.  All the material is regularly up-dated. 

Please let Jane Woolley know if you would like 

to browse any of the material: tel. 01428 684213 or 

email j.woolley881@btinternet.com.   

The Hambledon ArchiveThe Hambledon ArchiveThe Hambledon ArchiveThe Hambledon Archive    
Stephen Dean’s lecture (opposite page) was the latest event to have been organised by  
the Hambledon Heritage Society;  but, as the article below explains, the Society also  
initiated the Hambledon Archive which can be accessed by anyone interested in finding  
out more about the history of and happenings in our amazing village. 

It’s farewell to MikeyIt’s farewell to MikeyIt’s farewell to MikeyIt’s farewell to Mikey    

But before he leaves, he’s happy to report that spring is finally upon us 
and that the Merry Harriers is looking forward to a good and busy 
year as high season arrives, the beer gardens fill up again and more 
friends and families come out to catch up over good food and drink.   

A 

fter the uncertainties of 2021 and the long winter 
months we are on course for a good year and I 

would like to thank again everyone in the village who 
has been so supportive of the Merry Harriers and its 
team through one of the most difficult periods in our 
history. We survived 2021 and we look forward to 
thriving in 2022. 

With the worst of government restrictions behind 
us, we intend once again to make the Merry Harriers a 
place of events and a gathering point for the village. 
We have already had the recent honour of hosting the 
wake of my late neighbour Cynthia Miller, a wonder-
ful lady who did so much for the village and whose 
memory will long be treasured by us all.  Our thanks 
and best wishes go out to Derek Miller and to the rest 
of their family. 

More recently I would also like to thank every-
one who attended our recent Merry Harriers Quiz 
night in aid of the Ukraine appeal, in particular Jon 
Peterson and Andy Hinde who wrote and presented a 
brilliant quiz for a brilliant cause.  It has been too long 
since we had a good pub quiz that brought so many 
people together.  Now that Jon and Andy have set the 
bar, we intend to follow up with regular quiz nights.  I 
will be hosting my own on 20 April at 8:00pm, with 

the proceeds again going to the Ukraine appeal; and 
Jon and Andy will be showing me how to run a quiz 
properly again on 24 May. 

As trade picks up we will be looking to stay open 
more often during the week.  So I am happy to say that 
from now on the Harriers will be open from 5pm on 
Tuesdays and from 11am onward throughout the rest 
of the week.  The much-loved Jazz Jam will return on 
17 April and we will, of course, continue to run the 
Merry Meat Raffle every Saturday at 5:30pm. We are 
constantly looking for dates to celebrate and events to 
host; so any ideas from the village on how we can 
keep the Harriers at the centre of the community will 
be most welcome. 

It is important for me to plan out a good year 
ahead because, sadly, I will not be at the Harriers long 
enough to enjoy hosting them all.  At the end of April I 
will be leaving, after ten years of various jobs and 
nearly a year of running the pub as manager.  If I   
attempted to thank everyone who has made such a 
special effort to help me personally throughout my 
time here I would need to take out another two pages 
in the Parish Magazine; but I’m sure I will see many of 
you at the pub before I leave, and I just wanted to say 
how grateful I am to you all.  
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Spring weather Spring weather Spring weather Spring weather ––––    at last! at last! at last! at last!     

There was something for everyone on the Ramblers’ last walk around  
Frensham Ponds – and not just the weather.  Beautiful scenery, wonderful  
views, plenty of history and a bit of  folk lore thrown in for good measure.   
And all ending with an excellent lunch.  Helena Hockridge reports. 

A 

fter a false start which found a couple of   

drivers waiting in a different car park (poor 

directions), we eventually rallied to embark on 

a walk around Frensham Little Pond and over to The 

Flashes and Devil’s Jumps. 

On one side of the lake the trees cast reflections; 
from the other the morning sunshine glistened on the 
water.  We lingered at the shore of the lake,            
contemplating the peaceful scene and listening to the 
bird calls and the breeze rippling through the rushes.  

At the far end of the pond we took a path over 
the heath, fringed by pine and then pasture, in the  
direction of Rushmoor where we joined a bridle track 
to Sandy Lane.  We crossed to a more open area where 
some of the pine had recently been cleared. As we 
turned left at the bottom of the track, near the         
information board for this Local Nature Reserve,   
Alison recognised the area where she and Robbie had 
lost their way trying to traverse the marsh.  Not       
surprising, since 
The Flashes is 
largely a river 
valley mire, 
dominated by 
purple moor-
grass, rushes,      
sphagnum and 
other vegetation, 
which conceals 
an important 
area of peatland.      
Avoiding the boggy parts, we circled to Axe Pond, a 
picturesque setting for a picnic. However, the leaders 
judged it best to take a break at a bench half-way up 
the hill behind us; so we continued onwards. The 
steady climb on the east side to Stony Jump, with its 
outcrop of ironstone at the top, is worthwhile for the 
wonderful views from the top.  

The name Devil’s Jumps is derived from folk 
lore. One story is about the Devil having fun jumping 
from one peak to the next until the god Thor (from 
nearby Thursley?) threw a boulder at him, sending him 
flying into the nearby Devil’s Punchbowl. Another 

suggests that it was the witch, Mother Ludlam, who on 
her broomstick chased the Devil to recover her stolen 
cauldron and caused him to kick up these mounds.  

The steep route 
back on the south side 
was a little precarious, 
but we took care to let 
the dogs off leads to find 
their own more sure-

footed way.  
Once more in the 

valley, we went left and 
followed a broad   
boundary track at the 
foot of the hills and on to 
a  lane,   passing   Cross-
water Mill and Farm  
before finding the edge 
of Frensham Common.  

On our way up to 
The King’s Ridge we admired a fine American       
colonial-style house with views over the common land. 
We picked our way, avoiding the worst of the mud, 
through the trees and emerged on the wide sandy track 
which passes several remaining barrows or burial 
mounds dating from the Bronze Age.  Constructed 
from heather turves and covered by sand dug from a 
surrounding ditch, the majority have eroded over time 
but are thought 
to have been 
used as visible 
markers for the 
graves of im-
portant people 
(hence King’s 
Ridge).  The 
views on both 
sides of the 
ridge are    
superb. The 
Great Pond 
could be glimpsed through gaps in the gorse to our left 
and ahead, to the right, were the sandy tracks leading 
down to the Little Pond. It was a pleasant stroll along 
the whole length of the ridge and down the track back 
to the car park where we said goodbye to Alison and 
Robbie. 

Lunch for 12 of us was at the Barley Mow at 
Tilford where we had the Coach House to ourselves 
and enjoyed good food and lively banter. 

Further details on future walks from 

Helena Hockridge  

helena@kis-solutions.co.uk   

01428 684325 or 07768 548099 
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The kiss of JudasThe kiss of JudasThe kiss of JudasThe kiss of Judas    

As an accompaniment to Holy Week, the Rev. Michael Burgess  
has selected one of the magnificent series of frescoes which Giotto  
painted in the Arena Chapel in  Padua for Enrico Scrovegni. 

H 

oly Week, as its name tells us, is the most  
important, holiest week in the Church’s year, 
when we follow Jesus from His triumphant 

entry into Jerusalem, to the Upper Room, to Calvary 
and to the garden of the tomb.  As we make that    
journey each year we are not just remembering past 
events.  We are celebrating how eternity touched   
Jerusalem in that first Holy Week and how eternity can 
touch our lives now.  

To create that impact and that realisation, the 
week is brim-full of colour and variety in its worship, 
full of action and movement, full of processions and 
music.  But we might think it is a week with very little 
silence. 

Yet the silences are there if we look closely at 
the Gospels. We enter an upper room and catch our 
breath when Jesus announces a betrayer.  Peter denies 
our Lord, a cock crows and a bleak stillness falls on 
that scene. In the palace Jesus stands accused, no 
words are spoken and the governor wonders in the 
silence.  And there is silence by the cross until the 
ninth hour.  The silence does fall during Holy Week, 
punctuating the crises of these tense days.  It is       
conveyed with dramatic force in this Gethsemane  
scene, The Kiss of Judas, painted by Giotto for the 
private chapel of the Scrovegni family and described 
in Peter Firth’s poem as ‘a grove lit only by a kiss’. 

The Scrovegnis were bankers and money-

lenders.  The then-head of the family, Enrico, built 
their chapel on a plot of land in Padua which had   
formerly  been the site of a Roman arena.  In 1300 he 
commissioned Giotto to decorate it with a series of 
frescoes which are now considered to mark the end of          
Byzantine-style mediaeval painting in Europe and to 

pave the way for the new aesthetics of the Florentine 
renaissance – which owed much to the naturalness and 
humanity that were hallmarks of Giotto.  He populated 
his religious paintings with realistic, three-dimensional 
people, as opposed to the stiff figures of Byzantine art.  
Giotto’s people were real people, with real, individual 
faces of the sort one might see in the street. 

Little is known about Giotto’s early life but he 
was reputedly the pupil of the Florentine painter     
Cimabue.  Initially he appears to have worked in Rome 
but by the early 1300s he was back in Florence, having 
married and acquired a house.  He had probably also 
established a large workshop as he was by now       
receiving multiple painting commissions from through-
out Italy.   

Giotto is thought to have been one of the artists 
who painted the fresco cycle of the Life of St Francis 
in the Upper Church in Assisi;  and he had also worked 
in Padua and in Rimini.   By now his reputation was at 
such a height and the modernity of his vision so       
patently in step with the tendencies of the time that 
Italian princes were openly competing for his services.  
Enrico must have been a considerable figure for Giotto 
to agree to decorate the Arena Chapel. 

It is naturalness rather than naturalism that is so 
admirable in the Chapel’s frescoes.  The realism and  
the physical characterisation of each and every figure 
had scarcely been seen before – nor had the marvellous 
clarity, delicacy, variety and limpidity with which  
Giotto painted them.  At the same time Giotto was also 
softening the imagine of the sacred, making it feel 
closer and, as it were, bringing it down to earth.  This 
new humanity is especially visible in gestures: in spite 
of their dignity, solemnity, reserve and self-control, 
they are every-day gestures.    

At first glance The Kiss is a scene of frenzied 
activity: burning torches wave in the sky, weapons are 
wielded and a ram’s horn is blown. The cohort of   
soldiers advances on Jesus and Peter tries to defend 
Him by cutting off a soldier’s ear in his anger.  One of 
the religious leaders points to Jesus in the centre of the 
painting. 

And it is there that the tragic stillness falls, as our 
eyes focus on the eyes of Jesus: that steady, discom-
forting gaze into the eyes of Judas the betrayer.  Judas’ 
cloak seems to engulf Jesus, but it cannot blot out the 
look of our Lord. 

The face of Judas is troubled and the look of   
Jesus seems to burrow deep into that anxiety, beneath 
the surface into his heart. 

In Holy Week they are eyes that look out to us. 
The face of Jesus is turned in our direction, saying, 
“Yes, you may follow Me in the heady excitement of 
Palm Sunday. But will you also follow Me into this 
garden, on the way of My cross to the foot of Calvary, 
and beyond to the empty tomb of Easter morning?” 

    

GODGODGODGOD    
IN THEIN THEIN THEIN THE    

ARTSARTSARTSARTS    
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The Hambledon LoggersThe Hambledon LoggersThe Hambledon LoggersThe Hambledon Loggers    

Thanks to Jon, Gerrad, Sean, Mike, Deeg and all the other helpers,  
damage caused by storm Eunice became a thing of the past in a matter 
of days.  Report and photos by Arthur Blackman  

A 

 big thank-you from the village to Jon, Gerrad, 
Sean, Mike, Deeg (who climbed the ladder) 
and their helpers who spent their time cutting 

down and clearing up after storm Eunice battered 
Hambledon, along with the rest of the UK, on 18   
February.   
       Sunday 20 February saw them hard at work, with 
ladders, chainsaws and even bare hands, clearing the 
fallen oak trees at the top of Church Lane so as to give 
access to the car park.  They were back in action the 
following week-end to make the dangerous situation 
down School Hill safe – Surrey Highways having  
decided that the fallen trees and debris across at least 
half the road.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally, they went over to the start of the 
track that leads to the Cricket Green, to deal both 
with fallen trees and with those that were starting to 
come down. 

Going ... 

... going 

… gone! 

Almost there ... 

A well-earned tea break 

All done! 
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World Book DayWorld Book DayWorld Book DayWorld Book Day    

The staff and children of Hambledon Nursery School entered fully into 
the spirit of World Book Day on Thursday 3 March.  Everyone came to 
nursery that day dressed as a book character (or brought a favourite 
story book in to show and tell).  

T 

he day was spent celebrating storytelling, the 
sharing of books and the love of reading. A  
parent joined us for story time: as an actress 

herself, she brought to life an imaginary story-telling 
workshop session, utilising the children’s imaginative 
suggestions for developing an exciting make-believe 
story which everyone enjoyed immensely. 

We had a lovely book week, enjoying a bedtime 
story session for which the children and parents were 
invited back to nursery in the late afternoon/evening 
for a bedtime story and hot chocolate.  The children 

and staff were 
decked out in their 
pyjamas and dress-
ing gowns, complete 
with teddy bears, and 
settled down to enjoy 
a peaceful book or 
two before going 
home to bed.  
        This was in 
support of our 

‘Ready, Steady, Listen’ sponsored reading challenge. 
Every child and family at Hambledon Nursery was 
encouraged to take part during that same week to try to 
raise funds for buying new library books for the      
children to enjoy. The children were challenged to  
listen to a new story every week-day and we have been 
blown away by the support shown for this initiative. 

Encouraging children to develop a life long love 
of books and reading is a truly wonderful thing to bring 
into young children’s lives. From the day-to-day    

sharing of stories which forms part of the daily nursery 
routine to planning a special world book day, we are 
passionate at Hambledon Nursery about promoting an 
enjoyment in sharing books, talking about books and 
learning new vocabulary through books.  

At Hambledon Nursery we fully understand that 
having books read to children sits firmly at the heart of     

the revised Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum 
and is the reason why we have introduced half-termly 
book-themed weeks – the most recent ones being The 
Rainbow Fish for the children in our pre-school room 
(our 3-4 years olds) and The Tiger that Came to Tea 
for the younger children in 
our blue room (the 2-3 year 
olds).  The children helped 
to create two wonderful 
displays   respectively, 
helping them to connect 
with both of the books and 
engage through many    

different related   
activities. 
      To quote the   
famous children’s 
book author Julia 
Donaldson “ Inspiring 
children to read is one 
the greatest gifts you 
can give them; read-
ing is like flying, 

carrying you off to different worlds”. 
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ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS     
     1111 Come to a  
      level rest (7) 
        6666 Author (6)  
     7 7 7 7 Repair with thread (4)  
     8888 Slender (4)  
  9 9 9 9 Modify slightly (4,4)  
12 12 12 12 Tanning room (8)  
15 15 15 15 Hit with the palm (4)  
16 16 16 16 Popular  
      children’s game (1-3)  
17 17 17 17 Foil, frustrate (6)  
18 18 18 18 Late satirist,  
       _____ Freud (7)  

DOWN DOWN DOWN DOWN     
     1111 One of Julius Caesar’s killers (6)  

        2 2 2 2 Football pundit, ___ Shearer (4)  
     3 3 3 3 Battle, fight (8) 
     4444 Eartha ___,singer(4)  
     5555 Mr __, cartoon series of the 1970s(4)  
     6666 Sandcastle finishing touch? (8)  
  7 7 7 7 Face (of a clock) (4)  
10 10 10 10 Horrible to look at (4)  
11 11 11 11 Send to another country (6)  
13 13 13 13 Dart player’s line (4)  
14 14 14 14 Grown Ups star, ___ SandIer (4)  
15 15 15 15 Luncheon meat (4)  

Puzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle Page    

Crossword                                  

Answers to all puzzles on  page 38 

 Sudoku   
    

Easy                  IntermediateEasy                  IntermediateEasy                  IntermediateEasy                  Intermediate                      

 Word Search       Maze 

On the night before He died, Jesus ate His last Passover meal with His 
disciples.   He then transformed the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, 
saying of the bread and wine that, ‘this is my body’ and ‘this is my blood’.   
    Jesus, the Lamb of God, was preparing to die for the sins of the whole 
world. John’s gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper took place the 
evening BEFORE the regular Passover meal, and that later Jesus died at 
the same time that the Passover 
lambs were killed.   
     Jesus then astonished the 
disciples by washing their feet. 
He said: “A new command I give 
you: love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one 
another.”  
    His disciples were to love 
through service, not domination, 
of one another. In Latin, the  
opening phrase of this sentence 
is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’.    
    The word ‘maundy’ is thus a 
corruption of the Latin 
‘mandatum’ (or command).  
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Our gardens leaping into life Our gardens leaping into life Our gardens leaping into life Our gardens leaping into life     

A violet in the youth of primy nature, Forward, not permanent, sweet, not lasting,  
The perfume and suppliance of a minute. –  From Hamlet,  William Shakespeare 

T 

his month is so full of promise –  of a long 

growing season to come.  Lengthening days 

and increasing sunshine lift the spirit.  

 

Perennials, annual and bulbs: thinking ahead 

to hanging baskets, how about getting some trailing 

fuchsias?  You don’t need many; put  three plants in a 

40cm basket together with a slow release fertiliser and 

leave the basket indoors until all danger of frost has 

past.  When finding a place to hang them consider that, 

although fuchsias will tolerate sun, they prefer partial 

shade, especially during the hottest part of the day.  If 

young plants are getting leggy, pinch out the growing 

tips after two or three sets of leaves have grown.  

     My daffodils are flowering really well this 

year, even the ones I planted into the grass a few years 

ago.  Usually these are mostly blind, but this year quite 

a few have flowers. The tulips in pots on the patio are 

already in bud and the early ones will flower soon.  I 

love them, but so do the deer, especially when the 

buds are just about to break. I put some chicken wire 

over the pots; not a pretty sight, but effective.  

All bulbs really benefit from getting a tomato 

feed after flowering and it is good to repeat that two 

weeks later while the leaves are slowly dying back.  

Do you have any primroses in your garden? 

They have been flowering for quite a while, but are 

now really coming into their own.  If the clumps are 

getting too big you can divide them after flowering.  

 

Trees and shrubs: Some shrubs that have given 

us winter colour with their stems can be cut hard back 

now, like cornus and salix.  Cut to just above last 

year’s growth or 5cm from the ground. 

  

In the veg patch: This month we can start to 

feel confident that spring is here and sowings made 

now will provide crops for harvesting through into 

autumn.  This year I am planning to sow many of them 

straight into the ground.  But first I will sow salads 

into small pots indoors to be transplanted outside when 

they have grown a bit.  Later in the month carrots, 

onion sets, beetroot, spinach, brassicas and the second 

generation of salads are among those that can be sown 

straight into the veg patch.  

 I have had a lemon plant in a pot for a few 

years but it has never been happy so I am giving it one 

last chance this year.  All citrus plants need a high 

nitrogen feed at this time of year – I will feed mine 

when I re-pot it into a slightly bigger pot.  

Lawn care: This month is ideal to treat the lawn 

after the winter. Mine is absolutely full of moss, being 

near trees and also not getting its lawn treatment last 

autumn.  I usually try to treat the grass twice a year so 

now I am looking at getting an organic lawn feed and 

specifically Mo Bacter Moss Remover which also 

feeds the lawn.  The advantage of this over other lawn 

feeds is that it kills the moss but, unlike other lawn 

fertilisers, it does not leave a black slush of dead moss 

that needs raking out.  This product saves so much 

time and effort: the moss dies and the grass flourishes. 

If you don’t have moss, I would go for Lawn Boost 

from the same company: this feeds the lawn            

organically. These products are more expensive than 

non-organic ones but for me that is worth it. The only 

thing, is that, like most other lawn feeds, it does not 

kill weeds so, if that is a problem, you also need to 

apply a lawn weed killer.  

 

Label-making with children: As seed sowing 

starts in earnest this month you can make it fun for the 

whole family by crafting some creative labels to keep 

track of the plants you grow.  Almost anything with a 

flat surface can become a label, but readily available 

items such as corks, old cutlery, pegs or smooth stones 

dug out of the soil are easy to find and don’t cost    

anything. Writing out the names can be enjoyed by 

young children and the very youngest could opt to 

draw pictures.  Use waterproof markers or pencils to 

write or draw and use clear, child-safe, waterproof 

spray after you have finished making the labels.   How 

about using old wooden spoons, corks on forks or pegs 

on chopsticks? 

 

Wildlife – Beetles: Look closely at any garden 

and many deadly dramas unfold, not least those of the 

hunters and the hunted.  Ladybirds eating aphids may 

be familiar, but ladybirds are a tiny proportion of more 

than 4,000 species of British beetles – and more than 

half are predatory.   

A diverse range of these are active carnivores 

and hunt in gardens, consuming vast quantities of  

invertebrates, many of which eat plants. Beetles and 

their diets vary, from small frog-eyed  beetles that feed 

on insect eggs to specialists that hunt snails. These 

predators need pray so accepting some pest damage 

and avoiding pesticides helps keep a garden’s natural 

balance.   

Logs and stone piles, heaps of dead vegetation 

and lots of plants give more beetle habitat.  

 

in April 

The Garden 
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Useful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone Numbers    

    

GP SURGERIES AND HEAGP SURGERIES AND HEAGP SURGERIES AND HEAGP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRESLTH CENTRESLTH CENTRESLTH CENTRES    
    
Witley Witley Witley Witley ––––    The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR 
 Tel:Tel:Tel:Tel:     Doctors 01428 682218 
  Community Nurses 01428 685249 
 Health Visitors 01428 685249 
    
Milford Milford Milford Milford ––––    Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG 
   Tel:   Tel:   Tel:   Tel:   Doctors 01483 415885 
                                                        ––––    Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ 
                   Tel:   Tel:   Tel:   Tel:   Doctors 01483 414461 
 Health Visitors & Community Nurses 01483 415564 
    
Chiddingfold Chiddingfold Chiddingfold Chiddingfold ––––        Ridgley Rd, Chiddingfold, Godalming GU8 4QP                01428 683174 
 
In medical emergencies In medical emergencies In medical emergencies In medical emergencies ––––    call NHS 111call NHS 111call NHS 111call NHS 111        
 
HOSPITALSHOSPITALSHOSPITALSHOSPITALS    
    
Royal Surrey County HospitalRoyal Surrey County HospitalRoyal Surrey County HospitalRoyal Surrey County Hospital        01483 571122 
Milford HospitalMilford HospitalMilford HospitalMilford Hospital        01483 782000 
Haslemere HospitalHaslemere HospitalHaslemere HospitalHaslemere Hospital        01483 782300    
    
Equipment for short term use Equipment for short term use Equipment for short term use Equipment for short term use  
The Godalming Branch of the British Red Cross Mobility Aids service offers child and adult wheelchairs for 
hire, as well as wheelchair accessories, commodes and toilet aids.  There is an initial minimum hire period of 
two weeks.  You can extend your booking up to a maximum of 20 weeks.  For further details  visit http://
www.redcross.org.uk (British Red Cross Mobility Aids – Godalming). 
    
POLICE                                                                      POLICE                                                                      POLICE                                                                      POLICE                                                                          
 
Community Support Officers:    to be advised   
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer:   PC40643 Katherine Farmer  
E-mail:     katherine.farmer@surrey.pnn.police.uk  
Rural Crime Officer:    PCSO Dave Boxall  
address:         Surrey Police, P O Box 101, Guildford, Surrey GU1 9PE 
Urgent calls:       999 
Non-urgent:       101  
Minor crime reporting:     101 OR https:surrey.police.uk/reportonline/ReportIt  
For further information: 
https://www.surrey.police.uk/police-forces/surrey-police/areas/au/about-us/your-area/waverley/ 
    
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CONEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CONEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CONEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO----ORDINATORSORDINATORSORDINATORSORDINATORS                 
 
Area 1 Mrs Sally Marks Hydestile 01483 427249     
Area 2 Mr Arthur Blackman Church Lane 01428 683871 
Area 3 Miss Jane Woolley Woodlands Road 01428 684213 
Area 4 Mrs Caroline Pitt Malthouse Lane 01428 682940 
Area 5 Mr Alf Hammond Cricket Green 01428 683625 
Area 6 Mr Damien Aneja Lane End 07714 049075 
Area 7 Mrs Jo Bell Feathercombe Lane 07803 206592 
Area 8 Mr Bryon Ware Hambledon Park 01428 289132 
 

Parish Council Co-ordinator:  Stewart Payne 01483 425250 
  
UTILITIESUTILITIESUTILITIESUTILITIES    
    

Thames Water (Customer Services) 0800 316 9800 
Southern Water (Customer Services) 0330 3030368 
SSE (Electricity) (Emergency) 24 Hours 0800 783 8866 
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours    0800 111 999  
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Hambledon Village Shop, Deli/Café & Post Office Opening Times 

 

From Saturday 9 April:   
 

Shop:  Monday – Sunday:  08.30—15.00 

 

Deli:  Monday – Sunday:  08.30 – 15.00 

(last orders:  14.30) 
 

Post Office:  Monday – Friday:  09.30 – 14.00 

Saturday:  09.30 – 12.30   
Sunday:  closed 

 

 

Please see hambledonvillageshop.co.uk for the most up-to-date information  

HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCILHAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCILHAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCILHAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL    
 

Councillors  Mary Grove                     01483 415815     mob. 07792 830276 
  Robin McKeith                01428 682334    mob. 07886 463498 
  Jude Milan                                                      mob. 07785 391582  
  Stewart Payne                01483 425250     mob. 07831 393561 
  Alison Scott-Bishop        01428 681933     mob. 07787 502996  
  Sean Sinnott                   01428 682735     mob. 07767 481282 
  Philip Underwood           01428 682742     mob. 07771 633599 

  
Acting Clerk    Alison Scott-Bishop                                                  07471 506244 
        email clerkofhpc@outlook.com 
 

Surrey County Councillor            Kevin Deanus                                                    07967 987227  
 

Waverley Borough Councillors   Jan Floyd-Douglass                                           07767 660772 
            Trevor Sadler         01428 681884 
    
GENERALGENERALGENERALGENERAL    
 

Borough Hall 01483 523333 
 

Cinema, Borough Hall (Tickets & Information) 01483 523004 
 

Library 01483 422743 
 

Hambledon Village Shop  01428 682176 
 

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office                                                     01483 421267 
(and see page 3 for more information) 
 

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings 01428 683588 
 

South Western Rail Customer Services Centre      0345 6000 650 
 

Hoppa Community bus service        01428 681701 
    
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEMEGOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEMEGOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEMEGOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME    
 

Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without  
transport:  ring 01428 682591 .  If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 682959 
    
VETERINARY SURGEONSVETERINARY SURGEONSVETERINARY SURGEONSVETERINARY SURGEONS    
    

Milford Veterinary HospitalMilford Veterinary HospitalMilford Veterinary HospitalMilford Veterinary Hospital    
37, New Road, Milford 01483 414747 
RivendellRivendellRivendellRivendell    
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe 01483 421833 
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Puzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle Solutions    

  Sudoku  
  Easy                            Intermediate 

Crossword  Word Search    

Passover 
ate 
last 

disciples 
transformed 

 

Lord 
Supper 

bread 
wine 
body 

 

blood 
Lamb 

God 
die 

sins 
 

world 
John 

gospel 
killed 

feet 
 

washing 
love 

command  
service 

maundy 


