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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes

Catherine Russell (Clerk) Tel: 07776230346 Email: parishclerk@hambledonsurrey.co.uk

Hambledon Parish Council Meeting on 5th December 2023 at 8pm in Hambledon Village Hall.

Present Cllr Alison Scott-Bishop (Acting Chair), Cllr Jude Milan, Cllr Simon Rhodes, Cllr Sean Sinnott, Cllr
Jane Austin (WBC), Catherine Russell (Clerk).

23/168 Questions from Members of Public
Andrew Farquhar, local landowner attended. His family owned Hydon Farm House. When they
moved away 40 years ago, they maintained ownership of the field near Hydestile Crossroads and a
paddock the other side of the house by West Surrey Golf Club. The field was left to fall into disrepair
over those years and he has now purchased it himself from his family. He would like to generate an
agricultural income. A previous application for permitted development was refused earlier in the
year. The current clearance has been undertaken to get the field back into agricultural use. The plan
ahead is not set in stone. Advice has been taken and the work needed assessed. The hedges were
full of dead wood and barrels of chemicals. There will be a formal boundary around the field and a
new hedgerow of English native mix, it will look similar to the Loseley Estate hedging in 10 years. He
would also like to put in a permissive path around the edge of the field to make walking the area
safer. He would like to build around where the greenhouses are. There is also an intention to create
drainage around that area as the area historically floods. He has put out a request to see if anyone
would like to volunteer to help plant the hedging and screening, but has had no response. In
relation to the paddock on the other end, he is in discussions with Waverley to apply for a self build
of 1 or 2 houses.
A member of public asked what it was all for. Mr Farquhar stated it is not a development project. He
considers it a sentimental asset and it will be farmed by himself as a small holding. When asked
about traffic issues, he said that the site has historical use of the road for agricultural use. He said
he is not building a business complex like the Coal Yard. A microbrewery was discussed but he did
not want to create antagonism. A member of public expressed concern for rural areas being
developed and wildlife being demolished. They asked whether any more trees would be cut down.
Mr Farquhar told the council that a number of trees on the Golf Club boundary were diseased and
dangerous. In the past trees have fallen down, taking down fences allowing horses to escape onto
the golf course. A number of trees must be removed as they are a danger to life. He will allow the
golf club access to remove the trees from his side. There would be no further tree works from him.
If any planning applications are submitted they will be brought to the council. The only application
that has come before the parish council has been a permitted development application in May. It
was for an agricultural barn on the site of the glass houses. This was rejected by Waverley.

Ian Wilks, The Ramblers Local Secretary, was present and spoke to the council about the upcoming
Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP). Every 10-12 years a new plan is put together to identify
and improve rights of ways. Surrey is unusual in that SCC looks after the Highways, but Waverley
looks after CIL and planning. This means that when new developments are created, SCC and
Waverley may not have created a joined up plan to tackle rights of way. For example if a new
footbridge is needed to service a new development, SCC may not communicate where it wants
footpath improvements and Waverley will not put the planning requirement in the correct point.
The ROWIP will help identify where there are improvements needed in a joined up way. Mr Wilks
asked HPC to think about where in the parish there might be improvements needed. For example
any known gaps in footpaths or sections which are impassable. He will send the council a
questionnaire to complete in the near future.

1
Minutes December 2023



Councillor Stewart Payne (Chairman) Councillor SImon Rhodes
Councillor Alison Scott-Bishop (Vice Chair) Councillor Sean Sinnott
Councillor Robin McKeith Councillor Jude Milan
Councillor Andy Hinde

23/169 Apologies for Absence - Cllr Stewart Payne, Cllr Robin McKeith, Cllr Andy Hinde, Cllr Kevin Deanus
(SCC/WBC), Cllr Michael Goodbridge (WBC), Cllr Lauren Atkins (WBC).

23/170 Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 7th November 2023 were agreed and
signed.

23/171 Declaration of Interests, no change:
a) Cllr Sean Sinnott: Treasurer, Hambledon Village Shop; Treasurer, Hambledon Festival

Association; Member, Hambledon Community Fund; Trustee, Hambledon Almshouses;
Trustee, Henry Smith Charity.

b) Cllr Alison Scott-Bishop: Chair, Hambledon Village Shop.
c) Cllr Stewart Payne: Trustee, Hambledon Almshouses; Member of the Village Website Team.
d) Cllr Jude Milan: Trustee, Henry Smith Charity. Trustee and Parish Council representative,

Hambledon Nursery School; Parish Council representative Hambledon Community Fund.
e) Cllr Andy Hinde: Member of PCC, St Peter's Church, Hambledon.

23/172 Brief Verbal Report from the County Councillor on matters from Surrey County Council (SCC)
affecting this Parish.
Cllr Kevin Deanus was not present.

23/173 Brief Verbal Report from the Borough Councillors on matters from Waverley Borough Council
affecting this Parish.
Cllr Jane Austin gave an update. The Local Plan stands as the Milford Golf Course plans were
overturned in courts.
Waverley are no longer on ‘special measures’ as they have sped up the planning process. However
this may be due to the restructuring of the planning committee. There are 15 councillors on the
committee but only one application to be seen this week. Cllr Austin is unsure if there is an unseen
backlog. The collaboration between Guildford and Waverley continues, and there is talk that they
may have council meetings at the same time and share council buildings.
There has been another resignation in senior management, Andrew Smith (Head of Housing) has
now left Waverley to move to Horsham which will be a loss.
Thames Water are holding a meeting on Friday 15th December to discuss the recent water loss
issue. Hambledon was not impacted and therefore HPC decided it was not necessary to attend.
Locally - Concerns around Vann Lane Piggeries were discussed. Councillors pointed out that it was
not the use of the yard that was the problem. If the use of the back fields was curtailed then the
number of lorries and destruction of the road would be reduced. The footpath is now impassable.
Cllr Rhodes will draft a letter to Waverley Enforcement.

23/174 Finance
- This has been a much tighter year than previously and there will be no additional reserved

funds as a consequence.
- Budget FY 24/25 - The forecast budget for 24/25 shows that the precept will likely need to

be increased this year after being the same for 5 years. More discussion is needed and so
the January meeting will be held on 2nd January to sign off the budget.

- Approved payments:
- Clerk expenses inc. laminator - £49.98
- SALC - CiLCA fee - £365
- PFK Littlejohn - Audit fee - £378
- Mary Grove - Welcome Packs - £35.04

- Neighbourhood CIL - Waverley have confirmed that improvements to BW186 are an
appropriate use of funds. Work to the track next to the cricket pitch is also considered
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appropriate use of funds. The clerk will check whether funds could be used on the village
hall roof, this may fall under maintenance. Cllr Rhodes asked whether there are any bigger
projects that could be tackled and whether the fund could be used to purchase land and
create more infrastructure, for example a tennis court. The funds need to be used for the
enjoyment of the people in the village. Could it be used for a planning advisor to preserve
the character of the village.
Henry Smith Charity verbal update - The 22/23 grant form was signed and completed. The
clerk will send the form to the Henry Smith Charity. Councillors agreed that £450 of funds
will be used on heating and grocery vouchers. The clerk will action.

23/175 Planning Matters Update
Vann Lane Piggeries / The Bungalow - Update was covered earlier
Livery Close Development - A site meeting is planned next week
Feathercombe Farm - A local resident has informed the council about a removal of a hedge which is
the only known habitat of yellow hammers in the village. The resident will take it up directly with
the landowner.
Farnborough Airport - The application proposes more weekend flights for leisure purposes and
pets. The proposal is not affecting flight paths. There will be no impact on Hambledon.

23/176 New Planning Applications
No new planning applications. It has been flagged to Waverley that applications may not have been
allocated correctly in the past.

23/177 Recent Planning Applications
WA/2023/02251-52 Burgate House, Markwick Lane, Loxhill, GU8 4DB. Erection of extensions and
alterations to elevations alterations to two existing outbuildings; erection of two pairs of gates
pillars and wall. PENDING
TM/2023/02260 1 THE HYDONS SALT LANE HYDESTILE GODALMING GU8 4DD Application for works
to tree subject of tree preservation order 37/99. PENDING
WA/2023/02213 HOMELEA COTTAGE LANE END GODALMING GODALMING GU8 4HD Alterations to
roof space including installation of dormer window and roof lights to provide habitable
accommodation (revision of wa/2023/01075). REFUSED
WA/2023/02215 Feathercombe Farm, Feathercombe Lane, Hambledon, Godalming. Construction
of equestrian exercise track and arena. PENDING
WA/2023/01805 ANNEXE HYDON WOOD HOUSE FEATHERCOMBE LANE GODALMING Erection of an
ancillary annexe building following demolition of existing annexe building GRANTED
WA/2023/01750 2 AND 3 CRICKET GREEN COTTAGES THE CRICKET GREEN HAMBLEDON
GODALMING GU8 4HF Listed building consent for replacement roof to numbers 2 and 3 cricket
green cottages. PENDING

23/178 Village Matters
- Field next to Hydestile Crossroads - Update on clearance. The council heard from the

landowner this evening. The clearance is complete and future plans have been explained.
He mentioned wanting volunteers to help plant hedging, the clerk will check what grants
are available. No applications have been put before the council. It is not possible to look at
what might come, just what is currently applied for. Planning does not look at the site
holistically. The field has previously been identified as a site for change of use.

- HGV report - No update
- The Future of 503 Bus Service. No update.
- Surrey Hills AONB Boundary Review - Consultation on the proposed extension to the

boundary. No update, but Surrey Hills AONB is now renamed as Surrey Hills National
Landscape.
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- Maintenance, highways, roadworks, hedges/ditches and rights of way. The council is aware
that average speed cameras may be installed on the A283 between Witley and Chiddingfold
next year. A local resident has copied the council into email correspondence regarding the
safety of Hydestile Crossroads. Councillors discussed that they had personally had a
number of near misses on the crossroads. Vehicles cross from Salt Lane, unaware they need
to stop. One side of the markings on Salt Lane side have been repainted, but Highways have
said the signage is appropriate. The clerk will email Kevin Deanus to request whether a site
visit could be arranged.

- Waverley’s Addressing Team Pre-Approved Street Name document - Review of Waverley’s
list of approved new street names. Waverley have distributed a list of rules and suggested
names that developers will be able to use. There can be no duplications of names in the
borough or neighbouring boroughs. Councillors can send through any suggestions to the
clerk who will compile them.

- Traffic and Speedwatch. No update
- Welcome Packs - any new residents known who could receive a village welcome pack. One

new resident identified, but councillors are not sure of their address.

23/179 Village Organisations
- Almshouses – The septic tank will need to be redone in the new year. It is tricky to access and
the road will likely need to be closed for a short while to install it.
- Nursery School – The fete went well and raised c.£1000 which has also been matched by
someone.
- Village Hall – There are a number of roofing issues and a tarpaulin has been placed over the far
end. A replacement roof will be needed and therefore funding options are being explored.
- Website - No update
- Hambledon Festival – The Christmas party was held at the weekend and 62 tickets were sold.
- Village Shop – There will be carols on Christmas Eve. The shop is financially healthy.
- St Peter’s Church – Simon Willetts will be moving jobs. It is a requirement that Hambledon has
a vicar living in the village and therefore a replacement will be found. Councillors discussed that
the Church will be purchasing a home in the village.

23/180 Reports from outside meetings.
The meeting about BW186 went well.

23/181 Forthcoming outside meetings.
Hambledon Cricket Club are raising money for a shipping container for storage. No planning is

required. Residents will be asked about the placement behind the cricket pavilion.

23/182 Correspondence.
● None

23/183 Dates of next meetings:
The January meeting will be moved to 2nd January to sign off the 23/24 budget. The February
meeting will likely be held at Hambledon Football Club as the Village Hall Committee will be holding
their AGM the same evening (tbc).

2nd January 2024 9th April 2024
6th February 2024 25th April 2024 (Parish Assembly)
5th March 2024 14th May 2024

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 21.51pm.
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