
HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 23 June 2009 in the Village Hall 
 

 
Present: John Anderson, Jane Caie, Derek Miller, Stewart Payne, Philip Underwood (for 

items 10-11), Ron Vickery and Jane Woolley (clerk)  
 
Apologies: Paul Pattinson and Councillors Elizabeth Cable and Adam Taylor-Smith  
 
 
1. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5 May 2009 were agreed and signed. 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 3:  grass cutting outside Hambledon Hurst.  Noted that Philip Underwood, together 
with Jane Caie, still had to discuss this with Stephen Dean. 
 
3. FINANCE 
 
Cheques 
Confirmed signature of the following:  
- Tim Coleman, village maintenance, May     £160.00 
Agreed and signed the following: 
- Norris & Gardiner, Cricket Green grass cutting, May   £191.61 
- Workstation, ink cartridges       £  29.95  
- Information Commissioner, data protection registration   £  35.00  
Accounts, 2008-09 
Received and approved the final accounts (attached to the file copy of these minutes) and 
thanked Raymond Smith for once again having carried out the internal audit. 
Noted that the maximum cash assets held at any one time were c.£16,500 and that these were 
never held anywhere other than in one of the Parish Council’s two Lloyds TSB bank 
accounts;  noted that if fidelity guarantee were increased to £16,000, £36.80 would be added 
to the annual insurance premium;  agreed that, as two Councillors’ signatures were required 
before any funds could be withdrawn from either bank account, the cost of the extra insurance 
was disproportionate to the risk involved and could not be justified as a charge against the 
precept;  and expressed the hope that, for the foregoing reasons, the auditors would accept that 
the standard level of fidelity cover was appropriate for Hambledon Parish Council.  
 
4. PLANNING 
 
Confirmed the planning committee’s decision not to object to the following: 
- WA09/0650:  Duncombs Cottages, Hambledon Road – conservatory 
- WA09/0704:  White Cottage, Beech Hill – extensions. 
Tuesley Farm footpath.  On consideration of the previously circulated note, agreed not to 
pursue the idea of routing the path across land formerly owned by Denys Head given the costs 
that would be incurred but instead to pursue with the owners of Tuesley Farm the possibility 
of creating an alternative exit onto Station Lane at a point closer to the Hydestile Crossroads.  
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Noted that the path was already well used and agreed that Tuesley Farm should be thanked 
for its good maintenance. 
WBC Planning Consultative Forum.  Noted that this had been attended by the Chairman and 
Clerk and that presentations had been as follows: 
Households appeal service (in force from April 2009):  noted that it would no longer be 
possible to make observations at the appeal stage and that it would therefore be important to 
include all points of relevance when objecting to planning applications and to have in place a 
Waverley-accepted Hambledon Village Design Statement as this could be included in 
material made available to an Inspector. 
Householder permitted development rights:  noted that, even within the AONB and 
conservation areas, limited extensions could now be made without planning permission. 
Planning portal:  noted that this was an on-line system for the recording/adjudication of all 
planning matters and would do nothing to improve the quality of decision-making which 
depended in part on scrutiny of large plans drawn to scale. 
Agreed that a copy of the presentations made at the Forum, together with the Clerk’s 
summary, should be placed on circulation. 
 
5. PARISH PLAN 
 
Noted that the only comments received were more relevant to a Village Design Statement and 
agreed that the Parish Plan should therefore remained unamended, subject to on-going regular 
reviews by the Parish Council. 
 
6. VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT 
 
Noted that the Wonersh Statement had been well received by Waverley, that it had taken six 
years to prepare and that copies had been obtained.  Agreed that it and the Clerk’s comments 
thereon should be placed on circulation, for discussion, together with Paul Pattinson’s 
executive summary of a Hambledon Statement, at the next meeting. 
 
7. VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 
 
Regional award.  Noted that Hambledon had won the South Region sustainability award for 
which the prize was £500, congratulated Stewart Payne on his written submission in this 
category of the competition, noted that the winner’s cheque would be presented at the County 
presentation event and agreed that the prize should be donated to the Hambledon Community 
Fund. 
2009 County presentation event.  Noted that the venue would be the Village Hall, starting at 
14.00 on 25 July, and that John Anderson, Derek Miller, Ron Vickery and the Clerk would be 
available to act as hosts;  noted other possible hosts should these be needed;  and agreed that 
the Clerk should liaise with Surrey Community Action regarding the detailed arrangements 
for the afternoon and with the WAGs regarding provision of tea.  
Feed-back from judging for the 2009 County competition.  Noted Derek Miller’s suggestion, 
arising from his judge’s visit to Bisley, that Hambledon might consider setting up a non-
denominational youth group;  noted that the Bisley group was supported by but operated 
independently of Bisley Parish Council, electing its own officers and fund-raising for specific 
projects;  and agreed that Derek Miller should discuss the idea further with Jessi Mordin and 
report back to the next meeting. 
 
8. ROYAL VISIT, 9 JULY 
 
Noted progress with the arrangements and, following a discussion, agreed in the main to stay 
with existing criteria for inviting people to meet Princess Alexandra.  
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9. VILLAGE MATTERS 
 
Maintenance 
Noted the bad site lines at Lane End and agreed that the Clerk should speak to the responsible 
householder about cutting back hedges/trees. 
Noted that repairs to the damaged roadside along Station Lane, just short of the Hydestile 
Crossroads, were under discussion with SCC Highways. 
Southern Water.  Noted that work appeared to be proceeding more or less according to 
schedule and that a further progress report would be obtained at the end of the month. 
 
10. VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS ON WHICH PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTED 
 
Almshouses.  Noted that the annual inspection had been carried out.  
Oakhurst Cottage.  Noted that the July meeting with the volunteers had been cancelled as no-
one from Petworth House was available to attend. 
Village Hall.  Noted that a fund-raising film evening was being planned. 
Village Shop.  Noted that takings were slightly down, that margins had been tightened but 
that profits were largely holding up and congratulated all concerned in achieving this in a time 
of recession.  Noted that a further paid part-time member of staff had been recruited to 
compensate for the loss of some volunteers and that it was a pre-condition of employment of 
all paid staff (apart from the shop manager) that they should also work in the Post Office. 
PCC.  Agreed that, if the PCC so wished, its Parish Council grant could be used to purchase 
grass-cutting machinery instead of contributing to the cost of grass cutting which was now 
being done entirely by volunteers. 
 
11. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was none. 
 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 21.30 
 

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 28 July 2009   
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