
HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

of the meeting held on 23 October 2012 in the Village Hall 
 
Present: John Anderson (Chairman), Mike Parry, Paul Pattinson, Stewart Payne, Peter 

Spall and Philip Underwood;  Cllr. Elizabeth Cable;  and Jane Woolley (clerk)   
 
Apologies: Karen Jones and Cllr. Adam Taylor-Smith 
 
 
1. MINUTES 
  
The minutes of the meeting held on 11 September 2012 were agreed and signed. 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were none. 
 
3. FINANCE 
 
Cheques 
Agreed and signed the following  
- Tim Coleman:  village maintenance, September     £160.00 
- Norris & Gardiner:  September Cricket Green cutting    £199.94 
Budget, 2013-14 
Noted and agreed in principle the suggestions for reducing expenditure by 10 per cent. Noted 
that the Nursery School might need a one-off grant (minute 7 refers);  that it would be 
appropriate to include a sum for cutting the grass outside Hambledon Hurst (minute 6 refers);  
and that there was as yet no news regarding the continuation or otherwise of Waverley’s 
compensatory grant.  Agreed to revisit the budget again at the next meeting, prior to 
finalising it in January. 
Waverley Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme 
Agreed that the proposals being put forward by Waverley were essentially matters for 
individual comment and that it would not therefore be appropriate for the Parish Council to 
offer an opinion on behalf of Hambledon residents. 
 
4. PLANNING 
 
WA12/1422 and 1632:  Enton End Cottage, Station Lane – garage conversion.  Endorsed the 
Planning Committee’s decision not to object;  noted that a subsequent application had been 
made for the removal of an earlier (1985) restrictive covenant on any further development;  
and agreed to support its removal. 
WA12/1536:  Ram Alley Cluns, Petworth Road – creation of pond.  Endorsed the Planning 
Committee’s decision not to object.   
Upper Tuesley Farm:  outline planning application (recived since the agenda was circulated) 
- Noted that this would provide 120 new homes, of which 40 per cent would be affordable, 
and agreed that it was an attractive scheme which would contribute to Waverley’s housing 
needs. 
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- Noted that the provision of a new road linking the site to the Milford/Godalming road had 
already been ruled out on cost grounds. 
- Noted that the transport assessment included inaccurate information about bus services;  
predicated additional traffic on the basis of that currently generated by Milford Hospital;  
assumed that residents would make maximum use of enhanced footpaths and new cycleways;  
and proposed that all traffic would exit the site via Station Lane and Milford.  Queried 
whether these assumptions were realistic given that two cars per household was currently the 
norm and that people now expected to use their cars (as opposed to walking or cycling) for 
nearly all their essential journeys.  Agreed that the extra traffic that the site could realistically 
be expected to generate would put an enormous strain on all the surrounding lanes, including 
those in Hambledon (and particularly Station Lane/Hydestile Crossroads/Hambledon 
Road/Malthouse Lane/Lane End which would become a significant alternative route for those 
needing to avoid the congestion that would inevitably occur at Milford during peak hours).  
Agreed therefore that, for Hambledon, the transport assessment was a recipe for blight rather 
than sustainability and that the only mitigating factor would be the introduction of bus 
services, carefully tailored to residents’ time and destination requirements and to encourage 
maximum use. 
- Noted that the contributions proposed for mitigating the impact of the residential 
development totalled just under £500k, none of which was site-specific.  Agreed that a more 
realistic amount would be at least £2m, having regard to the value of the land/development on 
it and that such a sum should be earmarked for community, ie Waverley, benefit and for 
providing the transport infrastructure that needed to be put in place if the site was to achieve 
the sustainability credentials claimed for it in the outline planning application. 
 
5. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 
Noted that further information was awaited and that an up-date would be provided at the next 
meeting.  
 
6. VILLAGE MATTERS 
 
Police.  Noted that, during the period 5 August – 17 October, there had been two cases of 
criminal damage and one theft in the village. 
Football Club.  Noted that the Club had now received funding from the Football Foundation 
and that there would be a cheque presentation ceremony, attended by Jeremy Hunt MP, at the 
ground at 17.30 on Friday 30 November at which Parish Councillors would be very welcome. 
Grass cutting at Hambledon Hurst.  Noted that there was now agreement that this should be 
kept short once the flowering season was over;  that Tim Coleman’s charge for cutting would 
be 4 x £70;  and that an alternative would be to recruit volunteers to undertake the work using 
a new strimmer which Philip Underwood had accessed.  Agreed to pursue the latter option 
but also to include a contingency figure of £150 in the 2013-4 budget. 
Ditches.  Noted that repairs were needed to the grips feeding water into the ditches along 
Vann Lane. 
Footpaths.  Noted that the SCC schedule of cuts would be reviewed at the next meeting.  
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7. VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
 
Almshouses.  Noted that the appeal for funds for the up-grade now stood at £30k;  that further 
support was being sought from local commercial undertakings;  and that maintenance work 
would shortly be undertaken in the gardens. 
Nursery School.  Noted the opportunity that had occurred for building an outdoor classroom, 
providing the necessary funds were forthcoming;  recalled that the School itself had hitherto 
met the costs of all repair work/developments and had never requested a grant from the 
Parish Council;  agreed that it would therefore be appropriate to try and include a one-off 
grant for the School in the 2013-4 budget;  and asked if an indicative cost for building the 
classroom could be obtained.  
St Peter’s Church.  Noted that the Churchwardens were proposing a regular programme of 
grass cutting in 2013 and that details had been requested to enable the Parish Council grant to 
be formally agreed. 
 
8. OUTSIDE MEETINGS 
 
English Rural 
Agreed to defer to the next meeting the report on the celebrations to commemorate the 
completion of English Rural’s 1,000th home. 
 
9. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There was none. 
 
10. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
BT phone box at the Hydestile Crossroads.  Noted that Busbridge Parish Council could no  
longer afford the maintenance agreement which it had entered into with BT;  that it was 
therefore considering adopting the box, in which case BT would remove all its equipment;  
that it was important that the box should be retained in working order given its location near 
an accident black spot;  and that this might be achieved via the public consultation exercise 
that BT would be required to undertake once the maintenance agreement had lapsed.  
 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 21.30 
 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 27 November 2012 
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