
HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE 2009 ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
held on Friday 24 April in the Village Hall 

 
 
Present: John Anderson (chairman of the Parish Council, in the chair);  Parish 

Councillors Derek Miller, Paul Pattinson, Stewart Payne and Ron Vickery;  
Parish Clerk Jane Woolley;  Surrey County Councillor Andrew Povey;  
Waverley Borough Councillor Elizabeth Cable;  Christine Tebbot, Chairman, 
Chiddingfold Parish Council;  and over 70 villagers 

 
Apologies: Parish Councillors Jane Caie and Philip Underwood and Waverley Borough 

Councillor Adam Taylor-Smith  
 
 
1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
These were circulated to all present, taken as read and signed as a correct record of the 
proceedings. 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising that were not covered by other items on the agenda. 
 
3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Highlights of the report (printed in the June issue of the Parish Magazine) were as follows: 
Parish Precept.  As a result of the economic downturn, it had been capped at last year’s level.  
Planning.  17 applications had been reviewed, mainly extensions, alterations and garages, of 
which Waverley had approved 15.  The Parish Council continued to enjoy good relations with 
Waverley on all planning matters and particularly appreciated the help and support it received 
from Councillors Cable and Taylor-Smith. The application for workers’ accommodation at 
Tuesley Farm had been supported but the Parish Council had objected to the proposed 
development on the former Dunsfold Aerodrome site.   
Mains drainage.  Although work had commenced, progress was slow and tortuous.  
Traffic and roads.  Potholes remained a problem.  Improvements to reduce both these and the 
accident potential of the Hydestile Crossroads continued to be impeded by Surrey County 
Council’s lack of funding. 
Village security.  PC Samantha Barnett or a colleague was now holding a monthly surgery at 
the village shop.  The village’s thanks were due to her team and to Ron Vickery and the other 
Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators. 
Football.  The Club had obtained planning permission for its new pavilion for which funding 
was now being sought. 
The village shop.  Philip Underwood and the volunteers continued to do sterling work.  On-
going support for this vital village service was particularly important during a period when 
everyone was experiencing a downturn in turnover.  
Village maintenance.  Tim Coleman continued to keep the village trim and tidy and all 
villagers were urged to clear litter whenever spotted.  The Parish Council had funded repairs 
to part of the bridleway running from Maple Bungalow to Hydon’s Ball. 
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The Church, the Almshouses, the Nursery School, the Village Hall and Oakhurst Cottage.  
These continued to function well and thanks were due to all concerned with their management 
and stewardship.  
Village Design Statement.  Work had started on its preparation, to provide Waverley planners 
with guidance regarding Hambledon’s architectural style and design criteria. 
Communications.  The Parish Magazine and the village website were both flourishing and a 
Welcome Pack had been prepared for the information of new arrivals in the village. 
In conclusion the Chairman thanked his fellow Councillors for all they did for the village; 
congratulated the Clerk on her award of the MBE;  thanked those responsible for the 
refreshments which would round off the evening;  and commended all villagers for their 
continued efforts on behalf of and interest in Hambledon, without  which things just would 
not happen.  
 
4. FINANCE 
 
The audited accounts for 2007-8 were circulated to all present.  There were no comments. 
 
5. REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 
 
The Merry Harriers 
Colin Stoneley who with his wife Julie had taken over as landlords 10 months ago thanked 
villagers for their support and described the work that had already been undertaken to enable 
the pub to widen its range of food, drinks and activities.  Future plans included garden 
improvements and planning permission was being sought for two or three B&B units.   
Police 
PC Sam Barnett confirmed Hambledon’s low crime rate (eight incidents in the past six 
months, nearly all non-dwelling burglaries) but stressed that crime reduction remained an on-
going priority for the local police. 
Village of the Year Competition 
Stewart Payne announced that, as Surrey Village of the Year, Hambledon had recently 
competed but failed to become the South of England regional winner.  Nevertheless it had put 
up excellent performances in both rounds:  all the village activities had been on view and had 
demonstrated what a resilient and vibrant community Hambledon was.  Everyone involved in 
preparing the presentations and organising the programmes for the judges’ visits was to be 
warmly congratulated.    
Cricket Club.  On behalf of Arthur Blackman Tim Parker reported that the 1st XI had come 
third in the Village League and the 2nd X1 fourth in its section.  The friendly XI had also had a 
good season.  Hambledon Colts, of whom there were 60, were benefiting from a paid coach 
this season.  Teams for the under-9s, -11s and -13s would each be playing a weekly match, in 
addition to their weekly coaching sessions. 
Football Club.  Mic Coleman reported that all the teams had appreciated playing on the new 
ground, which had stood up well to the weather.  Unfortunately the Club’s declared policy of 
catering for players in the 20s-early 30s age range, for whom few other opportunities to play 
football existed, ran contrary to criteria operated by most grant-making organisations.  The 
construction of the new pavilion would therefore depend on the success of the Club’s own 
fund-raising activities:  to date a dance, a Christmas drawer and a glee club evening.  The 
Club had benefited from part of the proceeds of the 2008 village fete and a dinner dance and 
auction would be held in July.  
Village Hall.  Ion Campbell stated that income from lettings had declined, possibly because of 
the increased number of other available venues in the village.  Fund raising events had 
included a play;  teas at open days at Vann and the Royal Farmhouse Elstead;  and a skiffle 
evening.   
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St Peter’s Church.  Stephanie Couvela, Associate Minister, reported that one Reader was now 
training for ordination but that potential replacements had been identified;  that the Rector 
would be leaving in July and that a successor was unlikely to be in post for a year;  that the 
part-time youth worker remained in post but as a salaried employee;  and that there were now 
two children’s groups. 
Parish Magazine.  Derek Miller thanked all contributors and particularly Tony Parker for his 
work on the advertisements, income from which enabled each magazine to be sold for half its 
production costs and still realised a profit which could be diverted to other village projects.  
He also thanked Pat and Ray Williams for distribution and accounting, Cynthia Miller for 
proof-reading and Philip Ryland who had joined the team as deputy editor and had made 
several improvements to the Magazine’s layout. 
Traffic.  Derek Miller reported that Community Speedwatch had been discontinued as 
virtually all traffic had been clocked as being within the legal speed limits.  A far greater 
problem was the number of HGVs passing through the village and he encouraged villagers to 
report these via either the LORD (lorries off rural detours) web site or a form which he would 
again reproduce in the Parish Magazine.  
Hambledon Village Trust.  Mary Burrows reported on the repairs to the driveway and garage 
at the Village Shop.  Over £37,000 had been contributed to the Hambledon Village 
Community Fund since it was launched exactly a year ago. The target remained £100,000, the 
interest from which would be used to support local projects.  The village website had received 
100,000 visits since its launch, also a year ago, and was an excellent reflection of 
Hambledon’s community spirit.  The first website quarterly photographic competition had 
been won by Philip Underwood and the second winner was Ros Allen, from Potters Hill.   
Hambledon Village Shop.  Amanda Wright expressed her appreciation of everyone’s support, 
particularly that of the volunteers which enabled paid staff to be kept to a minimum and had 
enabled the shop to return a profit in the last financial year.  Four junior staff were now 
obtaining work experience; a substantial grant from the Surrey Hills LEADER project had 
been used to install new chillers and freezers;  and these had enabled the shop to expand its 
range of frozen ready meals and fresh quiches.  In conclusion she emphasised the importance 
of the Post Office and encouraged people to make maximum use of it. 
Hambledon Almshouses.  Andy Falk reported that the two tenants remained the same, that a 
new Treasurer had been appointed and that the recently published history was on sale at the 
village shop. 
Hambledon Heritage Society.  Julie Steele spoke about the highly successful AGM at which a 
large collection of Second World War memorabilia had been on display and at which the 
highlight had been 10 villagers’ accounts of their war-time memories of life in Hambledon.  
These were now being recorded, to form an oral archive.  The albums continued to be 
maintained and up-dated;  research into some of the older houses in the village was on-going. 
Wednesday Afternoon Group.  Jan Kilsby said that speakers were getting more expensive and 
wherever possible were sourced locally, to save on petrol costs.  Audiences remained 
encouraging and she thanked Julie Atkins, Joyce Dougans and Mary Parker for their support.   
Oakhurst Cottage.  Norman Gravestock stated that attendance had dropped by 11 per cent last 
year and that, if the downturn continued, the National Trust might be forced to close the 
cottage.  He therefore encouraged everyone to promote it;  and a forthcoming coach party 
would also help to boost the takings.  
Hambletots.  Jo Ingham summarised the many activities which the group laid on for the 
children, ranging from cooking to painting.  Between eight and 10 families were regular 
participants and she hoped that these numbers would increase following the arrival of several 
new babies in the village. 
Hambledon Ramblers.  Derek Miller reported that the group grew in strength even if the 
walkers didn’t.  A long and a short walk were organised each month, with a pub lunch usually 
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included with the former.  There had been a successful trip to the Yorkshire Dales last year, in 
perfect weather;  this year’s visit would be to the South Downs. 
Hambledon Nursery School.  Monica Fisher reported that Nicola Collett had been an 
extremely successful appointment as head teacher.  The extra places which had been 
permitted by OFSTED were all being used and the waiting list remained.  A burst oil tank 
during the Christmas holidays had been replaced but leaking pipes continued to be a problem. 
St Dominic’s.  Christina Conroy, Chair of the Governing Body, reminded villagers that the 
School was celebrating its 80th anniversary this year.  Its current complement was 83 children, 
some weekly boarders and some day pupils;  but this number could rise when a sixth form 
started in September, to which six pupils were already committed.  The school was 
advertising for a new head teacher, to take up post in January 2010. 
 
6. PARISH PLAN 
 
The Chairman reminded the meeting that the Plan had been published in 2003 and kept under 
subsequent review by the Parish Council which had now decided to consult more widely on 
the need or otherwise for an up-date.  The full text of the Plan was available via the village 
web site;  copies would also be placed in the village shop;  and villagers were asked to submit 
views by the end of May, either on line or by leaving a note in the shop.   
 
7. QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Many Parker queried the mechanisms for producing the Village Design Statement and was 
assured that they would include a consultation process similar to the one that had been carried 
out when the Parish Plan was being prepared. 
 
8. RECYCLING AND WASTE MANAGEMENT 
 
A presentation by Robin Ellkes and Verity O’Connell, Waverley Borough Council, 
conclusively demonstrated the benefits of recycling.  Since 2002, the quantity of waste sent to 
landfill has reduced from 44,188 to 28,832 tonnes. Energy savings that result from using 
recycled material range from 30 per cent for glass and 70 per cent for paper to a massive 95 
per cent in the case of cans;  recycling just one plastic bottle saves enough energy to power a 
60W light bulb for six hours.  There really is a difference between mixed (kerbside-collected) 
and separated (bottle-banked) glass:  the former is recycled for aggregate but the latter is used 
to make new jars and bottles and is thus a far more valuable commodity.  The most difficult 
material is plastic.  Recycling bottles uses a different process to that required for plastic 
containers and food trays so, at present, only the former can be put into household recycling.  
However, there is a recycling point for the latter in the Sainsbury car park in Godalming. 
 
9. VILLAGE CLEAN-UP AND BARBEQUE 
 
Stewart Payne encouraged everyone to take part in the clean-up, both on Saturday morning 
and throughout the year;  and invited all litter pickers and their families to join in the barbeque 
at the Merry Harriers from mid-day onwards.  
 
 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and  
declared the meting closed at 22.00, when refreshments were served. 
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