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AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS 
 

 
Petworth Road, Wormley, Godalming, GU8 5TU 

Tel: 01428 682104  Fax: 01428 685054 
 

Servicing and repairs to all makes of vehicles 
 

MOT Testing 
 

Air Conditioning Servicing and Repairs 
 

Tyres, Exhaust and Batteries fitted 
 

Courtesy Cars available 
 

Open Monday – Friday 7.30am – 6pm 
 

www.phillipsofwormley.com 
 

e-mail: phillipsofwormley@tiscali.co.uk 

PHILLIPS of WORMLEY 

 
 

MULLARD 

FUNERALS 
121 HIGH STREET, GODALMING, GU7 1AQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
AND MONUMENTAL MASONS 

 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST – PRE-PAYMENT PLAN 
 

All Enquiries without obligation to: 
 

D. ALLEN, DIP. F.D. M.B.I.F.D. 
 

GODALMING’S ONLY INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
Tel: (01483) 860279/418682    Fax:  (01483) 421863 
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 
 

 

 

Associate Minister The Rev’d Stephanie Couvela 01428 682753 

 Mervil Bottom 

 Malthouse Lane 

 Hambledon  

 

Reader Mr D. Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road 

 Godalming 

 

Churchwarden Mr Nigel Pollock  

 Brackenwood, Brook Road 

 Wormley GU8 5UA 01428 682116. 

 

Assistant Church Warden Mr David Chadwick, Little Beeches, 

 14 Springhill, Elstead, 

 Godalming, GU8 6EL 01252 702268 

 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid Dr Alison Martin 

 Tillies 

 Munstead Heath Road 

 Godalming 01483 893619  

 

Children and young people Youth and Children’s Worker  

 Jessi Mordin 07882 186359 

Sunday groups 

 Crèche, Pre-School:  Georgina Aylward 01428 682591 

 School Years 1-6:  Liz Jenkins 01483 416084 

 

 

Sunday Services 
 

Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month, which is 

shown on page 5 

 

 

 

Home Groups meet regularly on Monday afternoons and Wednesday evenings at various locations.  Details 

from Roger Mathews  Tel: 01483 420464 

 

Alpha details and information from David and Liz Jenkins Tel No: 01483 416084 

 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact Busbridge and Hambledon Church Office Tel No: 01483 421267 

(Mon – Fri 9.30 – 12.30pm) 

 

Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued, contact the Church Wardens. 

 

The Rector and Associate Minister are normally off duty on Fridays. 

 

The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr. Stephen Hardaker 01428 

643877); St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s, Milford (Fr. Michael 01483 416880) 

 

 

 

 

TO SUBSCRIBE AND HAVE THE MAGAZINE DELIVERED PLEASE CONTACT 

DEREK MILLER   01428 684362 OR PAT WILLIAMS   01428 682455 
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Pastoral Letter—January 

Another new year rolls around – is it me, or did the Noughties seem to fly by very fast?!  I can’t 

believe we’re starting  a whole new decade already.  I’ve quoted this before, but new year always 

makes me think of these words by Minnie Louise Haskins, once famously quoted by King George 

VI in his Christmas address to the nation: 
 

 I said to the man who stood at the gate to the year:  “Give me a light that I may tread 

safely into the unknown.”  And he replied:  “Go out into the darkness and put your hand 

into the hand of God.  That shall be to you better than a light, and safer than a known 

way.”  So I went forth and, finding the hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 
 

 Encouraging and inspiring words at this time of year, with the light of Christmas behind us but 

still many short, dark days to go before the first signs of spring and new life appear.  They remind 

us that walking with God on the darkest and most uncertain path is safer than a broad, well-lit 

highway travelled alone.  And yet that’s hard to live by, isn’t it?  As we begin a new year it’s 

natural to wonder what it might hold, to want clarity and certainty about our destination before we 

start out. 
 

 There are many questions for me, particularly as we begin a new year with the Rector’s post still 

vacant.  We were due to have interviewed in December, but several of the candidates we had short 

listed were so good that they got offered other posts before we were able to interview them!  That 

left us with a very short shortlist…  as a result the Archdeacon decided to postpone the interview 

day, and we will be re-advertising soon.  I’m positive that this was a wise decision but it’s still 

very frustrating – I’m not good at living with uncertainty, and not knowing who is coming or 

when they will be able to start is difficult.  How I’d love to have a light that illuminates the un-

known! 
 

 And yet I know that in this as in all the uncertainties of the coming year we are safest when we 

put our hand into the hand of God and trust in his purposes and provision.  After all, this is the 

same God who told the Israelites when they were defeated and in exile hundreds of miles from 

home: 
 

 “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future.”   

(Jeremiah 29:11) 
 

 Admittedly God had already told them that they would have to wait seventy years before they 

would return home!  But his promise meant that he would be with them on the journey and not 

just when they reached their destination.  God doesn’t just sit back and watch us struggling to-

wards him – he comes to us as we are, takes our hand and walks with us through everything the 

future might hold – if we let him. 

 

 May we each put our hands into the hand of God and walk safely with him through this coming 

year. 
 

Stephanie Couvela, 

Associate Minister,  

Busbridge and Hambledon 
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 3rd   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

2nd Sunday of Christmas 10.30 am Churches Together United Service,  
  St Peter and St Paul’s, Godalming 

  (no service in Hambledon at 11am) 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

 10th   9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

Epiphany 11.00 am Morning Worship (with Children’s Groups) 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 

 17th   9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

2nd Sunday of Epiphany 11.00 am Morning Worship (with Children’s Groups) 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 

 24th   9.30 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 

3rd Sunday of Epiphany 11.00 am Holy Communion (CW) 
  (with Children’s Groups)

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

 31st 9.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

4th Sunday of Epiphany 11.00 am Morning Worship (with Children’s Groups) 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 
 And in February 

7th   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

2nd Sunday before Lent 11.00 am All Age Worship 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Saturday 16th January 
9.00 am to 10.00 am - Church Rooms 

A time to meet together for prayer:  all are welcome 
 

 Services at St. John’s, Busbridge – every Sunday 
8.00 am Holy Communion (2nd Sunday in the month BCP) 

10.00 am “Classic” service in Church;  “Contemporary” service in Busbridge Junior School;  Groups for 

children of all ages in various locations – turn up and ask! 

6.30pm  Evening Worship 

 

 CHURCH  CALENDAR 

January 2010 

Thank you! 
 

As this magazine goes to press we are still a few days short of the Christmas celebrations and this would seem an 

appropriate moment to pause and reflect and to thank all those who have contributed in any way to the various 

activities, in the village,  that have been held over the past few days.  Our especial thanks to St Peter’s Church, 

our Village Shop, The Merry Harriers and St Dominic’s School (who came to sing carols this year outside the 

Village Shop.   
 

And last but not least, the icing on the cake—the weather! A joy to the young but difficult for the not-so-

young but we did enjoy watching the sledging - all conveniently organised by the weatherman to start on the very 

day that school finished for the Christmas holiday! 
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G 
reetings to all Hambledon friends and 

neighbours as we start on this New Year and 

particularly do we remember those in our 

midst who are poorly just now.  Amongst whom June 

Booker who has recently undergone heart surgery at a 

London hospital.  Joan Vickery has recently had an 

operation for the removal of a cataract and to both 

June and Jean we extend our good wishes for a suc-

cessful outcome; we look forward to welcoming them 

back into village life.  June’s absence we know will be 

over a longer period as she is convalescing with her 

daughter Sue and her family in Haslemere but we look 

forward to an encouraging update. 

Best wishes to Jan Kilsby who is undergoing a 

course of treatment but remains cheerful and active, 

even organising a very successful WAG’s Christmas 

Party in December. 

Many from Hambledon gathered at Chiddingfold 

Church on Thursday 10 December to say our farewells 

to Tom Waring who sadly died at the end of Novem-

ber.  Like Doreen Gaskin Tom would not have wished 

for his name to be mentioned in the parish magazine, 

even though like Doreen he spent so much time un-

well.  To Elizabeth and Tom’s family we extend deep 

sympathy from us all. 

We learned with much sadness of the death of Una 

Hedley at the end of November in South Africa.  Una 

and Oliver Hedley lived at Hambledon House for 

many years and this year Una would have celebrated 

her 100th birthday.  The family are planning an event 

to celebrate this milestone during the summer.  To 

Una’s family we extend the loving sympathy of Ham-

bledon friends and neighbours. 

As we go to press we have heard the very sad news  

that Des Phillips died at home on December 19, sur-

rounded by his family.  Please hold Mary, their daugh-

ters Carolyn and Sarah, and all the family in your 

prayers. 

Des' funeral is now set for Wed 30th December, 

2pm in Hambledon church although the coffin will be 

there from 11am, and a brief committal at the Crema-

torium afterwards at 3.30.   

Hambledon has lost four of its long-standing resi-

dents in a very short space of time and we will miss 

them all very much.. 

And finally ……. The annual subscription for the 

parish magazine is again £5.00 for the year.  It would 

help the distributors tremendously if you could deliver 

the £5.00 to them rather than they come calling in the 

hope of finding you at home.  A £5.00 note in a used 

envelope through the door of the distributor would be 

welcome.  If you unsure of your distributor or where 

she lives Pat Williams on 682455 can supply the an-

swer!  If you would prefer £5.00 left in the magazine 

tin in the Village Shop would also be a great help but 

here again please use an old envelope to indicate that it 

is from you. 

Cheques should be made payable to HAMBLE-

DON PARISH MAGAZINE and sent to the Treasurer 

R G Williams at Bermonde, Hambledon Road, Ham-

bledon, Godalming GU8 4DR—or likewise can be left 

at the Village Shop. 

May we take this opportunity of thanking all the 

distributors who so faithfully deliver the magazine 

each month.  We all appreciate your efforts but seldom 

remember to so . 

 

PARISH & PEOPLE 

COPY DEADLINESCOPY DEADLINESCOPY DEADLINESCOPY DEADLINES    
    

The copy deadline for February’s parish The copy deadline for February’s parish The copy deadline for February’s parish The copy deadline for February’s parish     

magazine is Sunday, January 24.magazine is Sunday, January 24.magazine is Sunday, January 24.magazine is Sunday, January 24.    
    

Please send your copy to:Please send your copy to:Please send your copy to:Please send your copy to:    

Derek MillerDerek MillerDerek MillerDerek Miller    

Meadow CottageMeadow CottageMeadow CottageMeadow Cottage    

Church LaneChurch LaneChurch LaneChurch Lane    

HambledonHambledonHambledonHambledon    

GU8 4DSGU8 4DSGU8 4DSGU8 4DS    

Email: dercyn@btinternet.comEmail: dercyn@btinternet.comEmail: dercyn@btinternet.comEmail: dercyn@btinternet.com    

Tel: 01428 684362Tel: 01428 684362Tel: 01428 684362Tel: 01428 684362    
    

Advertisers, please contact:Advertisers, please contact:Advertisers, please contact:Advertisers, please contact:    

Tony ParkerTony ParkerTony ParkerTony Parker    

Email: the.parkers@virgin.netEmail: the.parkers@virgin.netEmail: the.parkers@virgin.netEmail: the.parkers@virgin.net    

Tel: 01428 683577Tel: 01428 683577Tel: 01428 683577Tel: 01428 683577    
    

Changes to advertisements to Philip RylandChanges to advertisements to Philip RylandChanges to advertisements to Philip RylandChanges to advertisements to Philip Ryland    

Email: psryland@waitrose.com Email: psryland@waitrose.com Email: psryland@waitrose.com Email: psryland@waitrose.com Thurs January 21Thurs January 21Thurs January 21Thurs January 21    

    

POLICE NEWSPOLICE NEWSPOLICE NEWSPOLICE NEWS    
    

A 
s a result of interviews held yesterday, a 

new Neighbourhood Specialist Officer 

(NSO) has been appointed for the Milford, 

Witley, Hambledon and Brook area. 

The new officer is PC Tracey Taylor, and she will be 

joining us in the new year. I will update you all as 

soon as I have a firm date. 

It just leaves me to wish you all a Happy Christmas 

and a prosperous new year. 

PCSO Dave Boxall  
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A 
t its meeting on 1 December the Parish 

Council started work on next year’s 

budget. Once again the aim is to try and 

avoid an increase in the precept.  Should 

that be possible, it will mean that you will be paying 

no more council tax to Hambledon in 2010 than you 

did in 2008.   

During October and November Waverley under-

took a consultation about its budgetary priorities.  

Town and Parish Councils were asked to indicate how 

they would allocate funds between different services, 

bearing in mind that an increase in one direction had to 

be offset by a reduction in another.  The Parish Coun-

cil’s preference was to maintain the level of— or, if 

possible, increase—support for community services 

and particularly those for older people (care services, 

meals on wheels, Hoppa community transport) and to 

balance this, if necessary, by reduced opening hours at 

Waverley locality offices and by reductions in environ-

mental health inspections. The Parish Council also 

suggested that back office cuts should take precedence 

over cuts to front line services. 

As part of its recognition of the importance of 

community services, the Parish Council decided to 

donate £100 to Citizens Advice Waverley, in response 

to its appeal for funds to help it to up-grade its IT 

equipment.   

The Parish Council took note of the comments on 

the forum pages of the village web site about the new 

signage through the village and Derek Miller and the 

Clerk were able to report these and other views to a 

meeting on 3 December of the relevant Surrey County 

Council working group to which they were invited.  

There was general agreement that the largest posts 

(used mainly for directional signs and introductory 

speed restriction signs) looked clunky (although they 

were needed to support really large signs). In all other 

cases, smaller (4-inch) posts should be used.  Everyone 

agreed that the speed limit “repeaters” looked much 

better on the small oak posts and that removing surplus 

signs had greatly improved the overall look of the vil-

lage. 

Two points of principal emerged from the discus-

sions. First, this was a pilot project. Lessons have been 

learned from it – and these will be fed into the design 

guide which the Surrey Hills AONB office is preparing 

to help maintain the rural nature of all the Surrey Hills 

villages.   

Secondly, Derek Miller highlighted the biggest 

issue that villagers had with the project: spending 

money on something cosmetic rather than on essential 

highway maintenance, particularly pothole repairs.  

However, money for pilot projects comes from the 

County’s capital budget whereas road maintenance, 

including pothole repairs, is paid from the revenue 

budget. So, even if Hambledon had not been de-

cluttered, it would not have made any difference to the 

potholes. 

As regards the quality of the roads, the Parish 

Council will continue to keep up the pressure – 

whether it be about potholes, blocked drains, degraded 

verges, heavy goods vehicles or any of the other irrita-

tions and hazards that are increasingly problems for us 

all.  

Hambledon 

Parish Council 

Spending pots and potholesSpending pots and potholesSpending pots and potholesSpending pots and potholes    

Whether the county council provides cosmetic signposts or fills in 

Hambledon’s potholes depends on which spending pot  

the money comes from. So don’t expect both 

 

Beware the 4Beware the 4Beware the 4Beware the 4thththth of January of January of January of January    

On Monday 4 January, keep your voice down on 

the phone, and for heaven’s sake, don’t sniff or 

cough loudly. You risk really irritating your col-

leagues if you do.  

The first Monday in January is reckoned to 

be the most stressful day of the year, and re-

searchers have found that annoying personal 

habits are most noticed then. It is a day of when 

millions of us struggle with rising tension, soaring 

stress levels and increased blood pressure. 

 The reasons are easy enough to find: the 

Christmas festivities are finally over and it is time 

to return to work. The car needs scraping, and it 

is cold and miserable outside.  That is depressing 

enough if you had a good Christmas, but suppose 

you had a terrible Christmas.  

Also, January is the month when we pay for 

December, and have to fight the urge to keep 

spending in the sales. Economic gloom can really 

set in. All in all, researchers warn:  don’t be sur-

prised if you return to work feeling especially frag-

ile and tetchy. 
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I 
t seems that the government would prefer that 

you had a computer. Did you phone a friend to-

day? Call the theatre to book tickets or nip out to 

the shops? All seemingly innocent actions, or so 

you may think. Yet there are some people who never 

email friends, book tickets online, shop over the inter-

net, or watch YouTube. They don't Twitter or Face-

book. Worse, they don't even own a computer. You 

might even be one of them. If so, you are a Digital 

Denier and the government would like you to see the 

error of your ways. 

Digital Deniers are the opposite of Silver Surf-

ers. As the internet crashes like a tsunami over their 

lives, sweeping every daily action in its wake, all they 

want is to be left alone. They want a life offline, free 

of hacking, spamming, worms; trojans and cookies. It 

doesn't seem much to ask, and yet it is going to be so 

much harder than they think. 

 There are ten million people in Britain who 

have failed to join the internet revolution. Half of them 

are over 65. The phrase used for these unfortunates is 

that they are ‘excluded’, a somewhat menacing term 

which calls to mind New Labour’s terminology for 

those irritating schoolchildren formerly known as 

‘expelled’. But, according to a recent report, Digital 

Britain, broadband access should be available to eve-

ryone by 2012. As a first step the government has tar-

geted the 'excluded' by appointing Martha Lane Fox, 

46, founder of the shopping site Last-Minute.com, as 

'Digital Inclusion Champion'. Her mission is to get six 

million people on line - half of them in the next two 

years.  

 

Titanium pins 
Martha Lane Fox is an inspiring woman, as well as 

clever and modest. After her website was sold for 

£877m in 2005 she went on to survive a near fatal car 

crash in Africa which led to a long line of bone grafts 

and a body full of titanium pins. It was this accident, 

which means she now walks with a stick that redou-

bled her enthusiasm for shopping online. She is a per-

suasive evangelist for the web, pointing out all the 

benefits that online life can bring. She says the 'web 

literate' are 25 per cent more confident, and 25 per 

cent more likely to get jobs. They earn on average 10 

per cent higher wages and, according to research from 

PriceWaterhouseCoopers, the average family can save 

£560 a year by using the internet to shop around for 

deals on energy, insurance and household items.  

Yet as well as all these wonders, the otherwise 

charming Ms Lane Fox uttered a line which, to some, 

rang warning bells. She said: “Don't think you can be a 

proper citizen of our society in the future if you are not 

engaged online.”  

Her remark went to the heart of the argument 

from the Digital Deniers. Because the compulsion to 

get everyone online goes far beyond ensuring that they 

can watch the X Factor on YouTube or get discounts 

at Marks & Spencer. Its true motivation lies in the 

relationship between the government and its citizens. 

Increasingly, if you don't surf the web you are going to 

be all washed up.  

Put simply, it is cheaper to deal with people 

online than the old fashioned way involving paper, 

people and face time. You can close Post Offices if 

everyone gets their pensions and benefits via the web. 

Banks routinely inform cus-

tomers that henceforth their 

statements will be 'paperless' 

and only appear online. BT 

refuses to answer telephone 

calls for out-of-service lines, 

insisting that you report the 

fault online. Soon online tax 

returns will doubtless be man-

datory too.  

What will be next, no 

doctor’s appointments unless 

you book online? No vote? 

The idea of being disenfran-

chised by the computer could one day be literal, as 

well as metaphorical. 

With this in mind, the resistance of the Digital 

Deniers is hardening. The number of people who say 

they have no wish to be connected has risen from five 

years ago. They claim that social interaction, physical 

activity, even the ability to read, are all being ham-

pered by increased reliance on the internet. They shud-

der at the way a computer appears to know everything 

about you from the moment you type in your postcode. 

They cite worries about privacy, of having their data 

accessed by unknown companies and bank statements 

hacked into.  

And, in surely the most surreal example, they 

point to the recent incident when hundreds of people 

who had bought books for their Kindle electronic read-

ers found that Amazon had wiped them remotely. One 

day the books they paid for were there on screen, the 

next they had vanished down the memory hole. And 

one of the books in question? It just had to be George 

Orwell’s great novel about a dystopian future, 1984. 

Happy New Year! 

Magpie spies Big BrotherMagpie spies Big BrotherMagpie spies Big BrotherMagpie spies Big Brother    

Technology is all very well, but Magpie frets that the pressure to be 

computer literate and—worse—on line is reaching sinister proportions 

BYWAYSBYWAYSBYWAYSBYWAYS    
An occasional  

column 

from 

around 

our 

plot 

 

The compulsion 

to get everyone 

online goes far 

beyond 

ensuring that 

they can watch 

the X Factor on 

YouTube 
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The Belmont Preparatory School  

& Little Belmont Nursery 
 

 Saturday 23rd January 2010 

10am - 1pm 
 

 The Belmont Preparatory School is set on 65 acres of idyllic countryside and is for boys and girls aged 4 - 13 

years (www.belmont-school.org) and the Little Belmont Nursery is for ages 2+ (on same site).  Pupils can be 

daily, flexible or weekly boarders.  Bursaries available.  
 

  Come and discover Surrey’s best kept secret. 
 

 Tel: 01306 730853 

Holmbury St Mary, Dorking, Surrey , RH5 6LQ 

Hambledon Village Fete 
Saturday 19th June 2010 

 

A meeting will be held on 

Wednesday 13th January 
At 8.00pm 

 

In the Committee Room of the Village Hall 
 

(Not the Cricket Pavilion - it will be too cold!) 

W 
e rely on a number of villagers with experi-

ence of previous fetes to make the day suc-

cessful. But each time we are also helped 

by people who have not volunteered before and, in-

deed, are relatively new to the village. 

The main beneficiary will be the Hambledon 

Football Club, which is struggling to raise money for 

its new changing room. The club will provide much of 

the man-power needed on the day and help with some 

of the tasks listed below. 

As usual, any village group or organisation will 

be welcome to set up its own stall and hopefully make 

money for itself, but we need to know about its plans. 

If you can help in ANY way and especially if 

you can take responsibility for one (or a share) of the 

tasks listed below, please come to the meeting—if you 

can’t come, please leave a message on 01428 682977. 

Thank you 

Mic Coleman  

 

 

Clerk of Works - Allocate sites, Car Parking, arrange 

for marquees/tents, tables and chairs. Also arrange 

catering, bar, First Aid and toilets. 

 

Catering - Sale, ordering and preparation of Teas, 

BBQ, Bar, Pimms, Ices 

Stalls - Find out local organisations’ requirements. 

Recruit fee-paying private/business stall holders in 

addition to the fete’s own stalls; eg, Bric a brac. 

 

Entertainments - Determine stalls, provide accesso-

ries, prizes (for example, for the hoopla, coconut shy),   

Outside providers - band 

 

Publicity - Organise pre-fete information: radio, arti-

cles, posters, ‘drops’, programmes, signs, announcer 

 

Displays (Non-profit) - Possibilities include: vehicles, 

art, church, dog show, sports. 

 

Treasurer - Provide pre-fete payments, sponsors, pro-

vide floats, insurance, collect and record takings, fees 

and donations. 

 

Grand Draw - Licence, tickets, prizes from sponsors, 

sale of tickets prior to and on the day; display of 

prizes, draw ‘Celebrity’ distribution. 

 

Evening - Music, catering, bar, publicity, money, lo-

gistics (for the marquee and lighting) 

 

Overall Co-ordinator - it will be a thankless task, but 

a vital one. So, please, don’t be shy. 
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T 
here ought to be a law that everyone must 

have a grandfather like Tom Waring. And a 

grandmother like Elizabeth. He must be able 

to make wicked bonfires—preferably in his 

best sweater—dam rivers, go on special expeditions to 

find badger sets, laugh uproariously at children’s 

jokes, love his family unconditionally, make sandcas-

tles and whittle sticks.  

But this remarkable, gentle and kind man was 

not just a loving husband, father and grandfather but 

had, in his—thankfully—long life, also been an army 

major, company director, county councillor, village 

shop keeper, forester, wine wholesaler, school and 

college governor, keen photographer, meteorologist, 

charity trustee, gardener, zealous cutter down of trees 

and unstintingly generous host. And he was, as so 

many of you here today have remarked in the last two 

weeks, a courteous English gentleman. 

I want to celebrate a life of which it can truly be 

said “we were lucky to have lived in his time”. 

There were aspects of Tom’s childhood that 

were idyllic. He was born in 1921 to Edward and Vio-

let, the youngest of three sons, enjoying a country 

childhood in Halstead. Kent. going to Tonbridge 

School where a mischievous personality was begin-

ning to emerge: 

But the tragedy of his father’s death, when Tom 

was in his early teens, cast a long shadow on the fam-

ily and Tom was forced to abandon a promising school 

career to begin work, as an ICI trainee on the princely 

sum of 25 shillings a week. 

At the outbreak of war it was typical of Tom 

that he should, uncomplainingly, wish to do his duty to 

his country, more in sorrow than in anger, and joined, 

firstly, the Territorial Army and then quickly enlisted 

when war broke out, becoming a commissioned sec-

ond lieutenant on his eighteenth birthday. 

This peaceful man, who, in all of the years after 

the war, would go quietly into the woods on each Re-

membrance Day to remember alone the horrors of war 

and grieve for fallen friends, then began to fight his 

way across Europe. He became part of a Scottish regi-

ment and was despatched to France after the Nor-

mandy landings. Again, with that lovely sense of the 

comic and absurd, his memoirs record an “arduous” 

task: 

One incident I remember in particular. We re-

ceived a formal message saying a French family 

wanted to see me on a matter of great importance to 

them. I refused to go. We then had a further even more 

urgent appeal. I felt I could no longer refuse so we 

arranged for a small posse of NCOs to reconnoitre the 

block of flats and accompany me. I duly knocked on 

the door to find an elderly French family awaiting me 

with an uncorked bottle of exquisite vintage wine, 

which they had hidden in 1940 to drink with the first 

British, whom they knew would rescue the family in 

due course. They had relocated it when we landed at 

Dieppe in 1942 but had to hide it again when we and 

the Americans had to abandon that beach assault”  

Tom became part of the allied forces that even-

tually conquered their way to Holland.  

Tom was under no illusions about the awful-

ness and pity of war. By this time he had become a 

major—at one stage the youngest major in the British 

army—and, as he made his way back across a war torn 

Europe, he knew he had to pick up the threads of a 

fragmented life and the sad death in action of one of 

his brothers. 

Not surprisingly, ICI’s then-subsidiary Plant 

Protection was only too pleased to have him back and, 

through sheer dint of ability, energy and character he 

worked his way up the hierarchy, as steadfastly as he 

had fought across Europe. He would dearly have loved 

to go to university but, sadly, that was no longer feasi-

ble.  While university would have been taken easily in 

Tom’s stride, he had already experienced more than 

any college could offer  

In 1946 he married Priscilla after a successful 

proposal, which he attributed to his having a car: 

Renewed social contacts were also developing 

as the troops returned from war service and I was re-

introduced to the Gregory family in nearby Shoreham. 

Their only daughter, Priscilla, used to spoil our 

games, playing in the River Darenth at Shoreham but, 

twenty years later we had more in common and her 

mother particularly welcomed me as I had a car so 

could escort them to and from parties. After a memo-

rable day together walking on the cliffs at Eastbourne 

we returned to the Lygon Arms at Penshurst, after 

which I proposed to Priscilla and she accepted me. 

Then began what Tom was later to describe as 

“37 years of very happy married life”.  Priscilla and 

Tom moved from Suffolk to Solihull and eventually to 

what was to become the family home at Mesylls, 

Chiddingfold. There Tom and Priscilla brought up 

Rosemary, Philip and Daphne, chickens, donkeys, 

horses, guinea pigs, dogs and birds. As Tom’s work 

and responsibilities increased, weekends were spent 

tending the woodlands of Mesylls with the children, 

clearing the land, damming streams, mending paths 

and indulging a life time’s pleasure of bonfires and 

A man for all seasonsA man for all seasonsA man for all seasonsA man for all seasons    

The following is a tribute to Tom Waring, one of Hambledon’s favourite residents who died earlier 

this month, aged 88. It was delivered at Tom’s funeral by his daughter and son-in-law, 

Rosemary and Chris Harvey 
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chopping down trees. 

Tom was always a keen gardener, up to the end 

of his life, bringing together his professional interests 

through Plant Protection with his country roots.  

It will come as no surprise that he rose steadily 

in Plant Protection, extending his horizons, faithfully 

and constantly supported by Priscilla and adapting to 

increased national and international travel. But a firm 

personal integrity and that unfailing sense of humour 

continued to dominate.  

 Tom ended his career as director of Plant Pro-

tection and chairman of several of its European sub-

sidiaries. A fitting conclusion to 41 years of service 

and, you would think, all the excuse necessary for a 

retirement of well-earned ease and leisure. But life 

rarely delivers what is predictable and: 

The expected free time in retirement seemed to 

be disappearing when we were struck by a real ham-

mer blow. In 1985 Priscilla was found to have breast 

cancer. Within a week she was admitted to Mount Al-

vernia hospital in Guildford.It was clear that the can-

cer had spread and that we were in serious trouble 
 

Priscilla died on 27 June 1985. Although there 

is a familiarity for many couples in this story, it does 

not make it any the less poignant. Tom and Priscilla 

had both been through the war, married and, like all 

couples, worked hard to bring home, family and con-

tentment together. Just when they might have reaped 

what they so justly sowed they were deprived of 

jointly seeing their family achieve independence and 

careers, happy marriages and their own children. 

It is typical of Tom that he should throw him-

self into a life of renewed service to others. He became 

a stalwart trustee of the Witley Village Trust, provid-

ing homes for retired elderly people .He became a 

committed member and Chair of the Chiddingfold 

Society and between 1984 and 1991 he was he was 

chair of the governors at Godalming College. The con-

tribution Tom made to Godalming College is today 

recognised in the Waring Arts Centre building, which 

recognised the particular contribution Tom has made 

to promoting the teaching of the Arts. Furthermore, he 

was on the governing body of the Surrey County hos-

pital and became a Surrey county councillor, rising 

quickly to take on the chairmanship of the Highways 

and Transport Department. 

And there it might have ended. 

But Tom was assiduous in fulfilling his duties 

and part of this involved keeping an eye on the parish 

councils. Hambledon was one where he took a particu-

lar interest, meeting the Chairwoman, Elizabeth and 

realising that there were potentially new links to forge 

between parish and county. Here is Tom’s wonderful 

account of how he chose to let the parish council know 

that he and Elizabeth were to marry: 

I was able to announce this to the Council as 

follows- “I am concerned that the relationship be-

tween Surrey County Council and Hambledon Parish 

Council should be improved so I have decided to 

marry your Chairman.”   

After a short pause for breath they applauded 

and we all drank the champagne Elizabeth had 

brought with her. The local reporter was present and 

this news then appeared on the front page of the Sur-

rey Advertiser.  

Tom and Elizabeth married in 1991. It was glo-

rious day, as it had been for Rosie’s and my wedding 

just three weeks earlier and was for Daphne’s and 

Mark’s. Now you may think this entirely coincidental, 

but Tom was always greatly influenced by the 

weather, believing that no day could be successful 

unless the sun shone. You will note that he has ar-

ranged things just so for his own final journey today. 

Tom threw himself into Hambledon society as 

enthusiastically as he had done in Chiddingfold, add-

ing the title of “shopkeeper” to his long CV. In the 

village store he cut cheese and weighed apples with 

the best, but remained deeply suspicious of the new 

fangled cash till. 

Together, Tom and Elizabeth were able to fully 

exploit their love of travel going to such places as 

Thailand, Malaysia, New Zealand, Canada, America, 

Burundi, China, Holland, and the Caribbean, amongst 

others.  

All of his life Tom had loved travel, with an 

insatiable curiosity that left the family- in their words 

“dashing” after him. So holidays could involve a 40 

degree tramp along the Corsican prehistoric site of 

Filitosa, when at the age of 86 Tom left other family 

members gasping for water and shelter. But the climax 

of these trips was probably Tom and Elizabeth’s trip, 

as recently as 2007 up the Bramaputra River in a rick-

ety old paddleboat where, finally he achieved the re-

spect he deserved. Thanks to age and a stout walking 

stick he was highly revered by the local people. 

But, as well as their travel, Tom and Elizabeth 

were able to develop a rare gift for hospitality and gen-

erosity. For the joint Waring/Maclay families and their 

growing number of partners and groupies, Findings, 

their home, became a magical place where at family 

Christmases, birthdays, weddings, christenings or just 

any excuse for a party and the sheer enjoyment of get-

ting together, you knew you would receive warm hos-

pitality, wonderful food and wine and lots of laughter.  

And I am back to where I began, with an image 

of an increasingly stooped grandfather. Each of us will 

have our own unique memories of the Prospero’s is-

land, with the “rough magic” that Tom and Elizabeth 

made, with their joint gift for bringing people together. 

And, for the grandchildren—all of whom are here to-

day and some at considerable personal sacrifice, nota-

bly one has travelled from Nigeria— I suspect Find-

ings and its memories are woven into what the grand-

children now are. If love, supremely remains when we 

die, they will remember the love and the freedom to be 

themselves at Findings that Elizabeth and this quintes-

sentially English man provided.  

The scores of personal letters and tributes that 

Elizabeth and the family have received testify both to 

the stature of the man and the loss we all feel. But to-

day is also a very real celebration of one who has 

touched each one of us here. Tom Waring would have 

agreed with Thomas More’s parting words: 
 

Farewell my dears and pray for me. 

And I shall for you and all our friends 

That we shall meet merrily in heaven. 
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Ross’sRoss’sRoss’sRoss’s    

ramblingsramblingsramblingsramblings    

was the other thing?  Oh yes, running a cannabis farm, 

although nobody has found it.” 

“Crumbs!” I said, “Fancy smuggling in Cornish 

pasties into Devon. Terrible!” 

As the ladies were still munching their way 

through a mountain of scones and jam the Rev sug-

gested a walk along the Cobb, so off we went out into 

the bay until at the end of the Cobb we came to the old 

fisherman’s buildings just in time to see a large speed-

boat push off from the jetty and start its motor.  It had 

four rather large people on board, difficult to say if 

they were men or women.  The man on the wheel had 

a big hat on and he had his back to us, but he looked 

strangely familiar! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cobb at Lyme Regis 

The back of the boat was loaded with large plastic 

bags and as the boat roared away one fell overboard.  

The Rev hooked it with an oar and we pulled it onto 

the jetty.  I whipped out my trusty Swiss army knife 

and made a cut down the side of the bag.  We pulled it 

apart and gazed at its contents and turned to look at 

each other in amazement—Cornish pasties.  

Ross’s Icons of England 

Looking forward to Spring!Looking forward to Spring!Looking forward to Spring!Looking forward to Spring!    

Ross sends us lots of corny quotes and bad jokes, just in case we had not 

seen enough at Christmas 

G 
osh!  Another decade - so let us make the 

most of it.  And its January, it’s time to 

start polishing the hip flasks for the spring.  

I have already checked and tested my three 

flasks and found them all satisfactory.  

I was going to ask if you all had a good Christmas, 

but sometimes the January mag comes out before 

Christmas so “A Happy Christmas and I hope you 

enjoyed it!” That should cover it. 

Please let me have your cracker mottos/jokes.  

They are so bad that some are good.  For example: 
 

Christmas Quotes & Jokes 
 

‘Never worry about the size of your Christmas tree.  In 

the eyes of children they are all 30 feet tall.’ 

Larry Wild 

‘Anyone who believes that men are the equal of 

women have never seen a man trying to wrap a Christ-

mas present.’ 

 Anon 

Aren’t we forgetting the meaning of Christmas?  You 

know, the birth of Santa. 

Bart Simpson 

‘I once bought my kids a set of batteries for Christmas 

with a note in the pack saying, toys not included.’ 

Bernard Manning 

‘I stopped believing in Santa Claus when I was six.  

Mother took me to see him in a department store and 

he asked for my autograph.’ 

Shirley Temple 

‘Santa Claus has the right idea. Visit people once a 

year.’ 

Victor Borge 

‘You know you’re getting old when Santa starts look-

ing younger., 

Robert Paul 

‘Mum, can I have a cat for Christmas?’ 

No, you’ll have turkey like the rest of us. 
 

Where do sheep get their hair cut? 

At the baa baa shop 

 

Goodwife Jan’s ‘Last of the Summer Wine Tour 

Part 3  (For the story so far see the magazine for 

October and November) 
I turned to the Rev and asked, “What is this sect, The 

Cobblers, up to?” 

“Well,” said the Rev, “It is said that they have their 

fingers in many pies including selling weak cider, 

smuggling in Cornish pasties to Devon (an awful 

crime) pinching lead from church roofs, and what  
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

7:30PM for 8:00PM 
 

VILLAGE HALL, 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25th 2010. 

LOCAL CHURCHES 
 

An illustrated talk by Mr Alan Bott, Local Historian 
The Village Scrapbook 
 the Jubilee Album 

 the War Memorial Album 
and our collection of other Hambledon items will be on display 

Refreshments 
Raffle 

Everyone welcome 
 

Would you like to join our committee ? 
Each year, two of our committee members have to resign so we will need replacements in March.  If you 

are interested, please contact our Chairman, Julie Steele, on 01428 682 853 or 
our Secretary, Paul Vacher on 01483 416 746 

 

D 
ecember must have been one of the warmest 

on record thinks Earthworm, that was until 

it was nearly Christmas. We had got all too 

used to afternoon temperatures of 15 and nights 

never below 7. Suddenly the cold, the ice, and  the 

snow gripped us! It was as if to remind us that this 

was winter, Christmas was fast approaching, and just 

in case we were thinking smugly that we were in a 

high state of efficient preparation for the run-up, we 

awoke to a white world and the expected disruption 

of nearly all services. One has to admire the milk-

man . Bottles were on the doorstep at their usual 

time. Perhaps, thinks Earthworm, he delivered before 

the snow came? He is after all the very early bird, 

and Earthworm was well snuggled down in to his 

compost heap so never heard the chink of the bottles 

to check the time.  The postman too got through, a 

little later than usual but that after all is always the 

case as Christmas approaches and he has more mail 

to deliver. 

Other more easterly counties have been less for-

tunate with real disruption on the roads. We in Sur-

rey are a little luckier in this way. It is very rare for 

us to be completely marooned. 

The book-makers must be less happy. Odds for a 

“white Christmas have fallen. The snow has come 

just too early. But for children the snow must be a 

great joy, falling just as the holidays start. Out with 

the toboggans and luges while it lasts, which proba-

bly won’t be over-long. 

Then it will be the New Year, 2010, and Earth-

worm wonders what that will bring? Surely the econ-

omy can hardly get worse, and if on the continent 

there is visible improvement perhaps our country 

will be able to follow suit? Certainly we can look 

forward to a General Election but even a change of 

government may not bring us any hoped-for changes 

and improvements. Earthworm, pondering on the 

Copenhagen Talks, accord or discord, acknowledges 

the fact that he will still be warm in his eco-friendly 

compost heap. The birds have already devoured the 

holly berries so it will have been a green Christmas 

as far as decorations go! 

Happy New Year to all our readers! 

2010  - Will we get the hoped for changes ! 

Surely the economy can hardly get worse! 
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W 
ithout the generous support of the 

ZANE donors over the past seven 

years, many hundreds if not thou-

sands, of pensioners would have 

died from lack of food, essential medicines and 

financial aid. During that time ZANE's brave and 

dedicated staff have distributed your money to 

many, including Second World War pensioners 

and their widows.  

The ZANE Trustees express their heartfelt 

gratitude to you for your generosity. They would 

also like to thank the Royal Commonwealth Ex-

Services league (RCEl), and our many friends in 

the UK services' charities, for their financial sup-

port and their encouragement.  

Today we hear the comment that, because 

there is a so called "transitional government", con-

ditions in Zimbabwe may be in the process of im-

proving. This comment, coupled with the fact that 

in recent months Zimbabwe has dropped from the 

news, with other stories filling the headlines, is 

encouraging some of our generous donors to think 

that no news may be good news. Some are moving 

their donations away from ZANE's work to other 

good causes.  

We would stress that ZANE does not involve 

itself in politics. However, the reality is that condi-

tions are, if anything, worse today than ever during 

ZANE's seven-year history. Zimbabwe remains a 

terrifying police state. There are still many exam-

ples of horrific violence. The courts are stil1 domi-

nated by the Mugabe regime: his government ap-

pears to obey only the laws that suit them. The 

destroyed Zimbabwean currency has been swept 

away by inflation, with the US dollar now intro-

duced as the unit of currency. Whilst this move 

may have stabilised what little is left of the econ-

omy, it has led to a multiplication in the cost of 

essential foods and services by a factor of at least 

four. The net effect of these price rises, particu-

larly for the elderly pensioners and World War II 

veterans and the widows that ZANE looks after, is 

devastating.  

This massive cost spiral is inhibiting ZANE's 

ability to continue to fulfil its mission to help these 

brave, vulnerable and frail people live out their final 

days with some freedom from want and pain. We 

want to enable them to live out their lives with dig-

nity. We believe that their past services to the free 

world have earned them this right.  

Please understand that the ruination of the 

country is total. Even if a new democratically elected 

government was allowed full scope to rebuild - and I 

emphasise that this is not happening - it would take 

many years to rebuild the country into even a 

shadow of its former self.  

Today ZANE faces an acute financial burden. 

The cost of food, medicines and utilities has risen by 

an astonishing 400 per cent in the past eight months. 

ZANE donations are down 25 per cent on 2007-08; 

yet demand for ZANE's aid has increased by 250 per 

cent. For each person who dies or leaves, three ap-

pear who need our help. They are too old to go any-

where and will stay in Zimbabwe until they die. 

Therefore, we need our donors' generosity today 

more than ever in the past seven years of our history. 

This is your chance to save a life.  

ZANE's work would flounder if it were not for 

the talented and dedicated people who work tire-

lessly and at times at very great risk, for the vulner-

able pensioners - and others - in Zimbabwe. They 

have worked at great risk to themselves for seven 

long years. They are a courageous and remarkable 

team. They work, not just from a sense of duty, but 

also because they have a high regard and deep affec-

tion for the elderly they serve who, at the end of their 

lives, have very little to comfort them as they are 

daily confronted with endless misery, fear and little 

hope.  

     Tom Benyon  

     Founding Trustee  

Zimbabwe Crisis AppealZimbabwe Crisis AppealZimbabwe Crisis AppealZimbabwe Crisis Appeal    

The young Rhodesians who gave the Allies so much help in the Second World War and 

poor Zimbabwean pensioners now. They gave us their help then, they need 

our help now 

 
 

Donate online at www.zane.uk.com or call our credit card hotline 020 7788 7803 
 

Send donations by post to: ZANE, PO Box 451, Witney OX28 9FY 
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Would you like a Would you like a Would you like a Would you like a     
drawing of your drawing of your drawing of your drawing of your 

house ?house ?house ?house ?    
 

Commissions accepted—from £50 
 

 Rachael Hockridge 
 

 Mobile: 07748626119 
 

 email: Rachael-hockridge@hotmail.com 

Rachael needs to raise £3,500 in order to fund an 

expedition to Tanzania next year where she will be 

involved in community work with children and in 

nature conservation. 

Check out our web site: 

www. Hambledonsurrey.co.uk 

 

 About Hambledon 

News 

Village Shop 

Clubs and Organisations 

Events 

History 

Forums 

Photo’s 

 

 The most interactive village web site in the UK 

The Village Shop 

A 
nother year nearly over and what a year. 

The country nearly bankrupt, peoples’ 

disposable income under strain and prices 

of imported goods rising as the pound approaches 

parity with the Euro. Did you know that the prices 

of some cars and cameras have gone up 30% in 

the last year as the pound falls?        
                              

How does this affect Hambledon?  We try to buy 

British and local as far as is possible. But we have 

to be sensible about prices. I have been able to 

reduce bread prices by 10% to help us all. Our 

eggs have remained the same price for two years, 

and I have a new source of Free-range eggs now 

that Judy’s have gone. These will be local-from 

Elstead. Please rest assured we are watching 

prices, but many are governed by the wholesaler 

supplying us and their delivery costs. 

We have also noticed as Christmas is com-

ing and the money being tight that fewer people 

have been using the shop. The turnover is down 

somewhat compared with last year. Some of this 

must be due to the aggressive pricing of the super-

markets ,who are not dependant on wholesalers 

supplying them. Keep using us please if you want 

us to remain. 

 

We are now in a volunteer crisis. Tuesday 

and Wednesday afternoons need more helpers, 

otherwise we shall have to start shutting the 

shop on those afternoons. Please help if you 

can, it is only once a fortnight. 
 

What with the weather, funerals and difficult 

finances I sense that all this is getting to people 

and tempers are sometimes becoming a little 

frayed. There have been two instances of shop 

helpers being the recipients of verbal abuse. I 

have to ask-is this what Hambledon is really 

about? 
 

The re-arranged Shop party will now be held 

in the village hall on Fri,8th Jan. Perhaps we can 

have a little merriment then? 

P.J.U. 
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IMPORTANT 
The club’s Annual General Meeting for 2010 will be held on Tuesday 19th Janu-

ary commencing at 8.00 p.m. at the Cricket Pavilion for members to attend. 

This meeting is important as it is for the election of Club Captains, Club Officers, 

Welfare Officer, Colts Organisers and other positions for the 2010 season and to 

discuss the club’s finances and future plans. 

Anyone wishing to become a new or non-playing member is welcome to attend 

and take part at the meeting and add to the discussions.  
  

GENERAL ITEMS 
 

 HAMBLEDON CRICKET CLUB—SENIOR SIDES 2010. 

We will continue with a 1st XI League and a 2nd XI League & Friendly sides this 

year.  

Please contact us if you wish to play or would like to help in running Club 

Matches; for example, scoring, umpiring, making teas, or helping in other ways. 
  

HAMBLEDON CRICKET CLUB—COLTS SECTION 2010 
We will run Colts sides in 2010 for Under 9s, 11s and 13s. All age groups will be entered into the Berkley 

Sports League for their relevant age group and we are expecting between 8-10 league games for each age group. 

More details on training and fixtures later. 

We need your help with coaching & Team Managers and volunteers for all groups. 

If you are a colts Dad or Mum, we need your help. Please call Simon Rhodes (01428 682401), Tim Parker 

(01483 420999), Andy Hinde (01428 682716), Caroline Tristem (01428 685455) or Bob Cunningham (01428 

683970) or email bob.cunningham@gom.co.uk. The season runs from mid April through to early July and gener-

ally involves training each Saturday morning or a weekday evening and there will be matches at the weekend ei-

ther on a Friday night or Sunday morning. 

Training for helpers will be given via the Club Coaches/Managers under the Surrey CC guidance. 
 

FUND RAISING 
The Pavilion: The “Cricket Club” still has to raise funds to pay off the £20,000 loan that we have with Surrey 

County Playing Fields Association when we built the new pavilion in 2004. This loan repayment is over 10 years 

and we will still have £6,000 out-standing to pay off after this year’s 2010 payment. 
  

We aim to run the “The 200 Club” in 2010, and we hope all those who took part in last year’s five monthly 

draws will choose to participate again. Please contact Martin Johnson 01483 452811 if you are interested or re-

quire further information. 
 

 Should you require any information about the club, please call the captains: 

                                             Ian Houston (020 74502591) or (0775183264);  

                                             Martin Johnson (01483 452811)   

                                             Mark Burton (0781 370 8896)   

                                    or our President, Mic. Coleman (01428 682977). 
 

Don’t forget that Hambledon Cricket Club  has its own Web Site where many items of news, history, fixtures 

and results for 2009 and 2010 are detailed.  If you are computer compliant and use the web, you can find us on  

www.hambledon.play-cricket.com 
 

You can also see details of the Village League result online at  www.village-cricket-league.co.uk 
 

 Arthur Blackman, Chairman 

 

 Wednesday Afternoon Group 
Our New Year Lunch is to be held on 

Wednesday 10th February 

1.30 pm start. 

Tickets will be available at our Christmas meeting on 9th December – cost £6 
 

 Alternatively tickets can be purchased from Jan (01483 423637), Joyce 901428 687851) OR Julie (01428 

684519) – no later than 30th January, please. 
 

 Remember to bring your numbered ticket with you on the day as all numbers will be entered into our prize 

draw. 

 There will NOT be a WAG’s meeting in January.   
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T 
he December 

walk is always 

a special occa-

sion for the 

ramblers and 2009 proved to be no exception.  Both 

groups of walkers—long and short, (nothing to do with 

stature—met at the  Village Hall to start the outing but 

also, importantly, to bring all the food that was to pro-

vide a sumptuous lunch on our return. 
 

Cynthia and Sue stayed behind to ensure that 

everything was as it should be, table decorations com-

pleted and food that was to be eaten warm prepared in 

readiness. 
 

Derek was to lead the walk and since it was a 

very local walk there were no fears about extra miles 

being added through being lost! 
 

Through the Hurst to Vann Lane was negotiated 

without trouble and even a slight difference of opinion 

about turning left or right along Vann Lane, with a 

walker who shall be nameless, was soon resolved  the 

next section of the walk was completed successfully.  

After emerging just beyond Vann the party split into 

two, some continuing up the track to Burgate Farm the 

others walking up Upper Vann Lane and thence along 

the path to Hambledon Church. 
 

Traditionally the other group upon emerging onto 

Marwick Lane should have continued the walk up 

what has become known as ‘Christmas Hill’ , a very 

steep climb.  Discretion playing the better part of val-

our Derek chose to turn left along the road using the 

excuse that otherwise we would be late for lunch and 

also fear of being beaten up by the ladies in the party 

must have contributed to that cowardly decision. 
 

Conditions underfoot were nowhere as bad as had 

been anticipated and  the fine weather we were blessed 

with saw everybody arrive back at the Village Hall in 

high spirits. 
 

Thirty-two sat down for lunch and the selection 

of food set down before us had to be seen to be be-

lieved.  Diets went out of the window and heartfelt 

thanks were expressed to all the ladies who had once 

more proved that between them they could provide a 

banquet at the drop of an hat! 
 

And that wasn’t all. Mary regaled us, in her in-

imitable way, with a quotation and a poem to round of 

the proceedings.  Thank you Mary.  
 

Preface to  

A walk in Little Switzerland 
(May edition of THE MAGAZINE) 

 

“The true charm of pedestrianism does not lie in  

the walking, or the scenery, but in the talking.  The 

walking is good to time the movement of the tongue 

by, and to keep the blood and brain stirred up and ac-

tive; the scenery and the woodsy smells are good to 

bear in upon a man an unconscious and unobtrusive 

charm and solace to eye and soul; but the supreme 

pleasure comes from the talk.”                  Mark Twain 
 

Reflections 
 

Once again I stand before you 

Most humbly I own 

To pay again a tribute 

To our leaders all home grown 
 

Now isn’t it a wonder that from one 

They’ve multiplied 

To five, at least and counting 

Such keenness we have spied 
 

Derek is ubiquitous 

His walks go anyway 

He’s kept us all together 

And sometimes we did stray. 
 

Angela and Lizzie 

Sisters in cahoots are they 

They take us into foreign parts 

And often make our day. 
 

Sue and John so knowing 

On local history and lore 

Their walks are full of interest 

And we’ve done them not before. 
 

For John and Jean life changes 

A youngster they’ve acquired 

So leading walks is harder 

But still they’ve persevered 
 

This takes us on to Jenny 

Well, what can I say 

She’s taken on more leading 

And always knows the way. 
 

She rambles with all manner 

Of different clubs and such 

So learns the wider countryside 

To take us to for lunch. 
 

A few of us are weakening 

Old age and creaking bones 

Contrive to put a limit 

On the number of mile-stones 
 

But all in all our  Ramblers 

Are a very special band 

And thanks are due from everyone 

To those who lend a hand.     Mary Parker 

A local walk and mountains of food!A local walk and mountains of food!A local walk and mountains of food!A local walk and mountains of food!    The Committee is de-

lighted to report that 

with the generous dona-

tions received so far, 

promises of further 

monies to come, and 

the Gift Aid monies in 

course of being claimed 

from HMR&C, an ini-

tial figure approaching 

some £10,000. is in RamblersRamblersRamblersRamblers    

  

 

 

HambledonHambledonHambledonHambledon    
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Next Walk 

 

Tuesday 12th January 

 

Leader Robert Avery 

 

Met at the Village Hall at 9.00 am 
 

The walk is about 8 1/4 miles long, following the val-

ley towards Westcott but before then swinging south 

to Wotton and Friday Street. Then west over the hill to 

Abinger Common and a pub lunch at the Abinger 

Hatch at about the 5mile mark. The return to Gomshall 

is along the south side of the Tillingbourne Valley. 

Generally easy-if-rolling terrain, but I can't vouch for 

the underfoot conditions.  

Note that those meeting at the Village Hall in 

Hambledon will then proceed to Gomshall station to 

meet Robert. at about 9.45 for the start of the walk 

 

Short Walk 

 

Tuesday 26th January  

  

Leader Mary Parker 

 

Meet at the Village Hall at 2.00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Further details are available from : 

Derek Miller  Tel: 01428 684362  (Long Walk) 

Mary Parker:  Tel:  01483 860339  (Short Walk) 
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Ingredients 

12oz       Plain flour 

8oz         Butter 

1    Egg 

½ pt       Milk 

8oz        Cheddar cheese (grated) 

1   Finely chopped onion 

4oz        Chopped mushrooms 

2   Skinned and chopped tomatoes 

3   Hard boiled eggs 

2oz        Salted peanuts 

Vegetarian Flan Vegetarian Flan Vegetarian Flan Vegetarian Flan ————    serves 6 serves 6 serves 6 serves 6 ---- 8 8 8 8    

in the South Eastin the South Eastin the South Eastin the South East    
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This recipe appeals to both vegetarians and carnivores alike  and is a This recipe appeals to both vegetarians and carnivores alike  and is a This recipe appeals to both vegetarians and carnivores alike  and is a This recipe appeals to both vegetarians and carnivores alike  and is a 

welcome change after all the Christmas eatingwelcome change after all the Christmas eatingwelcome change after all the Christmas eatingwelcome change after all the Christmas eating    
 

Guy LemieuxGuy LemieuxGuy LemieuxGuy Lemieux    

Method 
 

1. Place 8oz of the flour, with a pinch of salt, in a bowl.  Rub in 4oz of butter until the mixture resembles bread 

crumbs.  Mix the egg with two teaspoons of cold water. Add the flour, and mix to a dough.  Roll out on a 

floured work surface and chill for 20 minutes. Prick the base. Bake at Gas Mark 6 for 10 minutes, then Gas 

Mark 4 for a further 10 minutes 

2. Place the remaining flour, 2oz butter and milk in a saucepan until the sauce is thickened and smooth.  Add 

6oz cheese and fold into the mixture. 

3. With the remaining butter, cook the vegetables, then fold these into the white sauce.  Finally, carefully fold 

in the hard boiled eggs and peanuts.  Pour into the flan tin, add the remaining cheese and put into the oven—

Gas Mark 4 until set. 

Ingredients 
 

20   scallops 

1   leek 

2   carrots 

½in   piece ginger, chopped 

1   stick lemongrass, base crushed 

2oz   butter 

125ml  glass red wine 

Method 
 

1. Prepare scallops, trim off muscle to leave white meat and coral, slice in half horizontally. 

2. Cut fine sticks of leek and carrots. Steam 1-2 minutes, drain and refresh. 

3. Melt half the butter and cook scallops 1-2 minutes each side, remove and keep warm. 

4. To the juices, add red wine, ginger and lemon grass. Reduce on high heat until quantity is halved. Add 

remaining butter and vegetables. Remove lemon grass stick. 

5. Plate vegetables (using a slotted spoon) then scallops, pour over sauce and serve. 

6. Serve with new potatoes and a leafy green, lightly dressed salad. 

Scallops with ginger and lemongrassScallops with ginger and lemongrassScallops with ginger and lemongrassScallops with ginger and lemongrass    
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B 
irds abound in scripture: the raven feeding 

Elijah; the eagle, a sign of God’s power, in 

Job; the swallow, a sign of the faithful Jew 

longing for the temple, in the Psalms;  the hens and 

sparrows in our Lord’s teaching; and the cockerel, 

marking out Peter’s betrayal. This month we focus on 

the dove, and we might think of Noah releasing the 

dove, or Mary and Joseph offering a pair of turtle 

doves at the Presentation. But I imagine most of us 

will think of the dove at the baptism of Jesus, marking 

out his uniqueness as God’s Son, the beloved. 

The Baptism of Christ was painted by one of the 

greatest Italian artists of the Renaissance, Piero della 

Francesca. Piero died in 1492, and this Baptism was 

painted around 1450. It was commissioned by the Pri-

ory of San Sepolcro as part of a triptych. All 

Piero’s paintings convey a sense of majesty 

and mystery, no more so than in this por-

trayal of our Lord’s baptism.  

Piero was a mathematician, so propor-

tion and perspective are vital. We can see the 

tall figure of Jesus balancing the slender tree 

by his side. The background is as vividly 

painted as the foreground with terraced hills 

and the stream that provides the clear, pure 

water for baptism.  The most ornate figures 

are the Jewish high priests, who stand in that 

background, their sumptuous robes blending 

into the distance. Piero draws our eyes to-

wards the half-naked man at the side and 

more importantly to Jesus in the centre of the 

canvas. 

The Gospels stress the baptism as a 

unique, special moment in history when Je-

sus was blessed by God as he chose to iden-

tify himself with us, becoming one with hu-

manity. And so his feet are firmly on the 

ground in the painting – partly to echo a leg-

end that the waters stopped flowing when 

John baptised him, but also, I think, to show 

that he was one with us in our world. He has 

the face of a rough, Tuscan farmer. The an-

gels at the side tell us that for all its human-

ity, this is an important happening. The 

painting itself yearns upwards with the tall 

figures of Jesus and John the Baptist, the 

over-arching tree and the blue sky. The dove 

hovers over Jesus in the brightness of this 

new morning in history.  

The Spirit descending like a dove in 

Piero’s painting proclaims the uniqueness of 

Jesus in his relationship with the Father. But it is also 

is a moment that marks out a new path in his life when 

Jesus walks away from the stream and into our lives – 

one with us and one for us. We celebrate this moment 

on the second Sunday of this month, when we shall 

also give thanks for our own baptism, which marked 

our lives as one with Jesus. Martin Luther would tell 

his flock when they were down at heart and unsure of 

the way ahead to say to themselves, ‘I am baptised.’ 

He meant that baptism brings affirmation and a new 

heart. After baptism life can never be the same again: a 

new world of opportunity and potential opens out be-

fore us as we walk through life with our Lord. Piero 

tells us of that moment in the life of Jesus when a new 

day dawned and he walked into our world. 

This is my Son, the belovedThis is my Son, the belovedThis is my Son, the belovedThis is my Son, the beloved    

The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with The 

Baptism of Christ by Piero della Francesca.  It hangs in the National 

Gallery in London.   

 

    

    

GODGODGODGOD    
IN THEIN THEIN THEIN THE    

ARTSARTSARTSARTS    
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J 
anuary is a month for New Year’s resolutions 

and looking forward to the year ahead, and your 
gardening should be no exception. To start, trim 

straggly hedges and bushes in January, but only 

once the birds have eaten the berries – this encourages 

new growth and thickens them up to provide better 

nesting sites in the spring. Natural food supply is at its 

lowest, which is why it’s so important to leave the 

berries as long as possible. 

January is a vital month for feeding the birds in your 

garden—it can be one of the coldest. Keep your feed-

ers clean and topped up with quality bird seed. 

If you haven’t got a nestbox already, now is a great 

time to put one up. Often if the weather is mild birds 

will start choosing nest sites. But it is also worth bear-
ing in mind that it gives the birds chance to get used to 
something new in their area. Birds can be suspicious 
of new things, but they will 
have become accustomed to it 
by Spring if you introduce it 
now. 

   Now is also a good time 
to plan a wildlife garden. Try 
to  choose native plants and 
shrubs – these will be better 
for birds and other wildlife as 
they have evolved to work in 
conjunction with the creatures 
in this country and wildlife 
has adapted accordingly. 
They are also better suited to 
our soil and climate. Haw-
thorns are a good option for hedges and honeysuckle 
and ivy will also be beneficial – as well as keeping you 

feeling festive that little bit longer! More suppliers are 

tending to stock plants that are good for birds and 
wildlife nowadays. So when visiting garden centres 
and nurseries there should be more choice available. 

Wildlife gardening doesn’t just mean leaving a patch 
of weeds! Many attractive plants are an important part 
of a wildlife garden so it can be beautiful as well as 

wildlife friendly! If you want more advice call the 
RSPB, visit its website at www.rspb.org.uk or talk to 
your local garden centre expert. 
 

in the vegetable garden 
●  sow parsley thinly and evenly into a tray of multi-

purpose compost, covering the seeds only very lightly 

with compost (never cover any seed by more than its 

own depth). Put the tray sometimes in warm and 

sometimes cool temperatures and they'll germinate in 

three weeks. 

●   buy seed potatoes and set them to 'chit' (produce 

sprouts) in a cool, bright place. Egg boxes are ideal for 

this, as you can prop the spuds with the end containing 

the most 'eyes' or potential shoots uppermost. 

●  plant new rhubarb crowns into good soil, where 

they suffer any competition from nearly hedges or 

shrubs. Rhubarb grow in most soils, apart from those 

that are dank, cold and badly drained. 

 

 ......in the flower garden 
• be careful of emerging spring flowering bulbs if 

you decide to carry out weeding, mulching or moving 

of plants. I cover their leaf tips with large flower pots 

if I want to work near them, to avoid accidentally 

trampling. 
• check the ties holding trees to stakes and secur-

ing climbers like wisteria to their supports. Many a 
good plant has been damaged because the stems ex-
panded, only to be constricted by unloosened strings 

and wires. 
clear thick clumps of fallen leaves 
away from emerging snowdrops, 
winter aconites and Crocus toma-
sinianus, leaving the way clear for 
these charming early flowering 
bulbs. 

 ......and in general  

 

• moth orchids (phalaenopsis) 
are so popular, I'm sure many 
were received as Christmas gifts. 
Don't forget that when the flowers 
have faded, you can feel back-

wards down the stalk until you come to a bump on the 
stem, cut above this and more buds will be produced. 

• did you have a potted Christmas tree with roots 
this year? If so, plant it out in the garden, as it will stay 
healthier in the ground. You'll be able to lift it and pot 
it up for the house next December. Meanwhile, many 

birds like goldcrest and blue tits love to visit these 
conifers. 

• now is a good time to trim back ivies, just before 
they start into growth again. This is important to stop 
them from encroaching over walls and fences, or onto 
window frames where they might grip and cause dam-

age to plaster and paintwork. 

Gardening in JanuaryGardening in JanuaryGardening in JanuaryGardening in January    

Start as you mean to go on and adopt a few basic rules when enjoying your patch  
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  Read down the shaded squares to spell an unusual word for  
rumbling of the stomach. 

This word is onomatopoeic! 
 

THE WORD IS …. 

 

           

Puzzle Corner 
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Solution to December Sodukos 

Moderate Easy 

ACROSS: 1 Hairdryer  6 Stub  10 Steamed  11 
Cut backs  13 Odds  14 Comparison   
16 Nobody  18 In-tray  21 Fourteen  22 Lie in 
24 Windscreen  26 Able  29 Nine  30 Fraudulent  
32 Lasso  34 Tall ship  36 Muffle  37 Length 
40 Recurrence  41 Emir  44 Freesia  45 Related 
46 Tome  47 Assertion 

DOWN : 2 Amend  3 Rump  4 Red-hot   
5 Exception  7 Translate  8 Bikini  9 Astound  
12 Throttle  15 Address  17 Bronson   
19 Terror  20 Inverts  23 Twinkle  25 Equals 
27 Brewing  28 Pursuer  31 Comforts   
33 Sour Cream  34 These Days  35  Charade 
38 Profit  39 Scarce  42 Motto  43 Fit 

Crossword Solution December 

                           Easy                                                                 Moderate 

Word Search 
 

January brings us Epiphany and a New Year – 2010.  

What resolutions have you made for 2010?  We all 

have dreams and plans for the year ahead -  here’s 

hoping that yours come true!  How many words can 

you find that have to do with the start of a New 

Year? 


