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Pastoral Letter – February

I

feel like the rabbit in Alice in Wonderland who suddenly stops and cries, “Late... Late” when I see
John Hindley. It is at that moment that I usually remember that I have not written the piece for the
front of the parish magazine. This month is no exception.

Thinking of Alice in Wonderland, I wonder if you recall this exchange tucked away within the story:
Cheshire cat: Oh, by the way, if you’d really like to know, he went that way. Alice: Who did?
CC: The White Rabbit.
A: He did?
CC: He did what?
A: Went that way.
CC: Who did?
A: The White Rabbit.
CC: What rabbit?
A: But didn’t you just say - I mean - Oh, dear.
CC: Can you stand on your head?
A: Oh!
The writing is very clever as the seeker (Alice) becomes the subject and then as the subject she becomes
lost in the confusion that the Cheshire Cat has helped to create. In the end the very existence of the
White Rabbit is in question “what rabbit?” and even the detail about him has become mired in confusion: is he just any old rabbit, or The White Rabbit? In a clever twist we find that the Cheshire Cat has
given us a parody of his final question “can you stand on your head?”. Confusion reigns.
It was a little bit like this over Christmas: confused! Perhaps it was similar for you? I will be
the first to admit that many of the church were a little surprised to find it so full at all the Christmas services. I believe some poor people even had to edge themselves into the old choir stalls at the front of
the church but no-one thought to inform them until they were ‘in’ that front row had been designed for
very small children. Confusion indeed! What a lovely ‘problem’ to have a full church and long may it
continue.
One of the issues with confusion though is that the important detail can become lost; rather like
whether the rabbit is white or not. Does it matter if the rabbit is white? Well, it depends on whether you
are the Cheshire Cat or Alice. Alice is seeking only the real, White Rabbit.
As we pass by Christmas and enter February I sometimes wonder if something similar can happen to many of us? The rush, ‘lateness’ and confusion of life, events, football, rugby, shopping, work
can take such centre stage that all the good intentions of Christmas and New Year slip by. The things
we identified as important lose their colour and eventually fade until: when? Next year?
In these months between Christmas and Easter I have an invitation for you: to do something to
ensure that the detail and colour stay in your perspective. If it is a marriage that has lost colour: invest in
it. If it is a job and the reason you took it has been lost: revisit it. If it is a child that you have not spent
an evening with for three weeks: remind yourself that it does matter. If it is someone you wish you had
contacted over Christmas: email them (or if you are brave... call). If it is someone who ‘turned your life
on its head’ to paraphrase the Cheshire Cat, seek to forgive them.
Why are these so important? Because as we remove the clutter I would suggest, as a Christian,
that something very deep begins to happen. It is something for only the brave. What happens? We discover that the colour has gone not because we have got rid of it but because it was never there in the first
place. We begin to know that we cannot do these things, live with the bigger picture or comprehend the
most important things without God.
I told this story at church recently: There was a man who felt he was too busy so he decided to
be king. He found the courtiers exhausting with all their fawning to him. Next he tried working in the
forest. He found the physical work exhausting. His wife had been at home all this time so he decided to
exchange roles and be a stay-at-home father. It took him very little time to discover his wife did not actually sit and drink cups of coffee all day. He was exhausted. Finally he turned to a wise sage.
The sage said “you have tried all things but one. You have not tried doing nothing.” The man
decided that his job in life would be to do just this: nothing. So, he sat for a day. Doing nothing. At the
end of the day he returned to the sage with a look of horror on his face.
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“What is the matter?” asked the sage. “When I did nothing I found out the truth. In all my exhaustion of rushing, doing, action I have been hiding.” “From what have you been hiding?” asked the
sage. “From knowing that I do not know why I am here.” replied the man. “Not knowing has driven me
to exhaustion.”
“Then it is time for you to know God” said the sage. “Where do I find him?” asked the man
who had been king, forester, home-maker and person of solitude. “I didn’t find him when I was in
charge, nor when I was in the countryside and he was not in my home nor in my silence” “That is because you do not find him and he does not have the image that you wish him to have” said the sage. “If
you were to go to find him you would begin to run in your eagerness and would miss him. No, God has
already seen you. He knows who you are. Now, you must take the time to respond to him.”
I would suggest that when the Cheshire Cat turns everything on its head we have a moment that
is an invitation to us: to put everything into God’s perspective. If Christ came at Christmas; if Christ
really was God; if Christ went to a Cross for us; if Christ did defy death; then this puts the detail on life
in a different way. 2012 may just be a year when this discovery is just around the corner.
Simon Taylor, Rector,
Hambledon and Busbridge

CHURCH CALENDAR
February 2012
5th February
3rd Sunday before Lent

9.30 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00 am
All Age Worship (Messy Church)
_______________________________________________________

12th February
2nd Sunday before Lent

9.30 am
Morning Prayer (BCP)
11.00 am
Holy Communion (with Children’s Groups)
_______________________________________________________

Saturday 18th February

8.30 am to 10.00 am - Prayer Breakfast in Church Rooms
A time to meet together for prayer: all are welcome
_______________________________________________________

19th February
Sunday before Lent

9.30 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00 am
Morning Worship (with Children’s Groups)
_______________________________________________________

22nd February
Ash Wednesday

8.00 pm

Holy Communion at Hambledon

_______________________________________________________
26th February
1st Sunday of Lent

9.30 am
Morning Prayer (BCP)
11.00 am
Morning Worship (with Children’s Groups)
_______________________________________________________

and in March
4th March
2nd Sunday of Lent

9.30 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00 am
All Age Worship
_______________________________________________________
Services at St. John’s, Busbridge

8.30 am 1st & 3rd Sundays
2nd & 4th Sundays
10.00 am Every Sunday

6.30 pm

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
“Classic” service in Church
“Contemporary” service in Busbridge Junior School
Groups for children of all ages in various locations –
turn up and ask!

Evening Worship
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PARISH & PEOPLE

W

e were saddened to learn of the death of our
good friend John Taylor. John and his family were keen worshippers at St Peter’s
Church over many years and in the village we were
grateful both to him and his daughter Diana for their
volunteering help in the village shop in their more
‘able-bodied’ days.
We were able to celebrate John’s life in a service of thanksgiving at St Peter’s Church on Saturday
7th January and we are indebted to John’s daughter
Helen for kindly agreeing that the appreciation she
gave of her father at this service could be included in
this edition of the magazine..
To Rae, Helen and the family we send the loving
sympathy of their Hambledon friends.
Jezz and Emma Barnes started off the New Year
in fine style with the arrival of Arthur Samuel. Many
will remember Jezz (then known as Jeremy) when he

lived in Hambledon Rectory, his father Christopher
being the Rector here from 1989 to 1994. Arthur Samuel is a third grandson for Christopher and Freda.
Well done to Emma and Jezz who will certainly be
kept on their toes with the arrival of a first baby as
they continue with the work of their busy Twickenham
parish.
Mary Caroe is now safely home again following
her recent visit to New Zealand to spend time with her
daughter Becky and husband Grant. Becky and Grant
have recently moved from Dunedin to Aukland and
Mary was able to visit them in their new home. The
three of them spent a wonderful three weeks in Fiji on
holiday and now that Mary is home she is suffering the
frustration of a leg in plaster following treatment for
torn tendons. Our commiserations!
Items of news for the magazine are always
welcome. Direct to the editor please!

Fighting back after a broken back
After a broken back in 2011 Vicky Grove
and her friend Anna Ridout, two local girls, plan
to run 220 miles across 2 countries

F

rom 15th to 22nd April, Vicky and her friend
from Witley, Anna Ridout, will run from Paris to
London to raise money for Aspire and Back Up, spinal
injuries charities. Their aims:

period and a lot of hard work she is now fit again and
only left with a scar and a good story to tell – blood,
stretcher through the jungle, helicopter evacuation and
a foreign hospital, what more could you ask for?

To raise £5k for Aspire and Back Up Trust, both
Spinal Injuries Charities based in the UK.
To challenge themselves and inspire others by
proving that you can do anything if you set your
mind to it, even against the odds.
To raise awareness for Spinal Injuries.

Ultimately, Vicky was lucky to survive, let
alone be walking and now running.
In order to help those who were far less lucky
than Vicky, the team is going to fundraise for Aspire
and the Back Up Trust, both charities which help
those with Spinal Injuries.

•
•

•

Why Spinal Injuries Charities? Always a really active
person, Hambledon’s Vicky Grove had a Gap Year
after University and went rock climbing in Patagonia
in February 2011. Whilst there, she had an accident – a
rock fell onto her back, cutting 2 inches deep and
breaking three vertebrae. Fortunately, two Doctors and
an ER nurse were in the vicinity and she couldn’t have
been luckier despite being in the remote location of
Cochamo Valley in Chile. After a lengthy recovery

Please consider making a make a donation
http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/team/
parislondonchallengers
or if you’d like to hear about their upcoming events
take a look at their ‘Get Involved’ page:
http://parislondonrun.com/get-involved/
They hope you’ll enjoy hearing about their challenge
and are very grateful for your support.
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Good news amid the bad

Hambledon

The bad news is that Hambledon’s bus service still faces the axe – more of
Parish Council
that below – but there’s good news too: tight housekeeping means grants to
local organisations stay unchanged and there was a big rise in Christmas attendances at St Peter’s

A

t its meeting on 10 January there were more
discussions about Surrey County Council’s
proposals for reducing rural bus services and
it was agreed that the suggested axing of the only bus
service that still runs through Hambledon posed a real
threat for villagers.
The Parish Council therefore endorsed the strong
case for maintaining this vital service, which had been
prepared by Stewart Payne. This is printed below and
on page 8. It has been forwarded to Surrey County
Council and a copy has been sent to Waverley Borough Council, which is also concerned about yet another potential reduction in services to people living in
rural communities.
Requests for support for Citizens Advice Waverley and for Waverley Hoppa Community Transport
were considered. Both were felt to offer valuable services and it was therefore agreed to give a grant of
£100 to each of them.
The budget for 2012-13 was finalised. The willingness of several suppliers of services to hold their
costs at previous years’ levels, together with some
prudent housekeeping, means that grants to village

organisations will remain the same and that, for the
third year running, there will be no increase in the annual precept (the grant which the Parish Council receives from Waverley and which is effectively passed
on to individuals as a credit against their Council Tax).
This year’s Parish Assembly will be on Thursday 19 April in the Village Hall. Refreshments will be
available from 7.30pm and the meeting will start at
8.00pm. It will follow the usual format and this year
the guest speaker’s slot has been offered to the Trustees of the Hambledon Almshouses to enable them to
launch their fund-raising appeal. The date of the village clean-up and barbeque (at the Village Shop) is
Saturday 21 April.
A very positive report was received from St Peter’s Church. Christmas attendance was up 50 per
cent on the previous year; the new Associate Vicar,
Catherine McBride, should be in post by the summer;
the new part-time youth worker, Alwyn Webb, has
already arrived; the lead stolen from the roof has been
replaced; and, with the help of a lot of people in the
village, the finances are on an even keel – no mean
achievement given the situation a year ago.

503 ‘vital to their independence’
The users of the 503 – Hambledon’s threatened bus service – may not be many in number, but for them it’s
a vital service. Here’s the document, prepared by parish councillor Stewart Payne, with which the parish
council is lobbying County Hall

B

us companies across the county operate their
services in partnership with Surrey County
Council. Many routes, especially in rural areas, are loss-making and are subsidised by the county
council, including Hambledon’s only service, the 503,
operated by Stagecoach, which connects the village
with Milford, Godalming and Guildford.
Faced with budget cuts and overspending, Surrey
County Council has embarked on a review of services.
In the language of the review, this is to improve efficiency. In reality, it is an exercise in cutting services.
Under the proposals, Hambledon stands to lose
its bus service altogether. The 503 has already been cut
to two services a week (Tuesday and Friday) twice in
each direction. The review refers to the “very low

patronage” of the service in Hambledon and is proposing the route is axed south of Godalming. Milford
would still have bus services available, but Hambledon
and Hydestile would be left without any public
transport, one of just a few villages to be in this
position.
The only other bus route close to Hambledon is
the 71 which runs along the Petworth Road, connecting
Guildford and Godalming, via Milford, with
Haslemere. There is a bus stop at the end of Hambledon Road (Lane End) at the junction with Petworth
Road. Under the proposals, this service would terminate in Milford, and the section through Witley, Lane
End, and Chiddingfold to Haslemere would be axed.
continues on page 8 
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The Hoppa does not accept bus passes and the
cost of a return journey from Hambledon to Godalming is £4. Many of the current users are surviving
on pensions and it is discriminatory for them to be
given bus passes, but not to be able to use them and be
charged instead.
Central government requires local authorities to
consider the environmental aspects of their actions.
The scrapping of the 503 flies in the face of this
clearly stated position.
One bus can carry up to 40 passengers on a
single journey, reducing congestion and environmental impact. The Hoppa is a useful community
service, particularly for the ill and infirm. But it is not
a replacement for a regular bus service and is makes
no environmental sense to have Hoppa mini-buses
making repeated journeys in and out of Hambledon
with a single passenger on board, compared to all of
them being on one bus.
Not out of sight yet
The parish council has consulted with regular
users of the 503, of which there are about a dozen in
the Hambledon and Hydestile areas. They are mainly
elderly, some with infirmities, and can use the service free because they are in receipt of bus passes.
It is clear from this consultation that they regard the 503 as absolutely essential. Most live alone,
do not have a car, and do not readily have access to
someone who can routinely offer them a lift.
They use the bus for their weekly shopping, visits to the bank, medical and dental appointments, and
to keep in contact with friends and family. Often they
take the service all the way into Guildford.
These residents may not be many in number,
but arguably their need is greater than most.
It has also been pointed out that we live in an
ageing population, with people living longer. This is
very much the case in Hambledon. People who at the
moment are able to drive may not be able to do so, or
not wish to do so, in the future. If the bus service is
axed, it is very unlikely we would ever get it back.
Successive governments have set much store by
the provision of free bus passes for the over 60s. The
latest available figure (Parish Plan, 2003) for over-60s
in Hambledon is 159, representing just over 22 per
cent of the village population. Under the bus review
proposals, all of these would be eligible for a bus
pass, but would have no bus service on which to use
it. This is surely unacceptable.
The bus review suggests that a demand responsive “dial-a-ride” service, such as the Hoppa, could be
used by Hambledon residents. Current users of the 503
strongly disagree. They make is clear that they regard
the bus service as vital to their sense of independence. They do not want to have to ring and request a
ride; they feel this makes them a nuisance. They work
their lives around the bus service timetable and enjoy
the company of fellow users. There is a marked sense
of “community” on the 503.

Taking all these issues into account, Hambledon
Parish Council argues strongly in favour of retaining the 503. It is disingenuous for the review to point
to the lower number of passengers on the Hambledon
section. As the service starts in Hambledon it will inevitable have few passengers on this section; but for
those who use it now – and for those who will use it
in the future – it is an essential public service.
The route receives no promotion. There are not
even marked bus stops (why is this?) and only longstanding residents know where to stand. The timetable
at the Village Hall (a bus stop) is out of date and
shows services on the wrong days. Is it any wonder
that only the elderly use it?

Users of the

The Parish Council appreciates the value of the Hoppa 503 may not
be many in
service and gives financial support to it. But it should not be
number, but
seen as a replacement for a regular bus service. The bus is a life- arguably their
line for some Hambledon resineed is
dents, whose needs are greater
greater than
than many others who are
most
younger and self-sufficient,
and an important measure of
their independence. The Parish Council has a duty
to listen to them and must support them in their
desire to see the 503 retained.
What, if anything, can be done to help support
and promote the service? Could it stop at Hambledon
Village Shop, for example? Some people have asked
why it does not continue to Witley Station? At the very
least, even if it cannot be supported as a twice-weekly
service, it must survive on Fridays, the most important
day for its regular Hambledon users as Friday is market day in Godalming.
On every level, the case for public transport is
overwhelming. This is recognised by the provision of free bus passes. It would be deplorable
and unacceptable for Hambledon to be left isolated and without a bus service.
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More new goodies on the horizon
Amanda brings us news of The Village Shop: Cheese
and watercress scones, stuffed potato skins, and even
crumbles appearing soon. Volunteers needed!

The Village Shop

F

irst of all I'm sure everyone would like to join
me in wishing Alan a speedy recovery from his
recent hip replacement. We are all missing him
and can't wait for his return. During his absence
Michelle has been covering most of the times he would
normally be in so we are obviously very grateful to
her.
Christmas seems a long time ago but we are hoping to open the grotto again soon for spring bedding
plants and Cherfold Cottage Garden's lovely posies of
flowers. Thanks to the mild weather we have already
started selling bunches of spring flowers which have
proved very popular.
The Heritage pies have been a big hit as have the
stuffed mushrooms and we are sourcing new products
all the time. Cheese and watercress scones might be

making an appearance soon along with stuffed potato
skins. Jane Cookman, who makes our delicious ready
meals, has been persuaded to try her hand at a few
puddings so there will be crumbles appearing in the
freezer alongside the other meals
I do have to enter a plea for volunteers. If you
could spare even a small amount of time we would
really love to hear from you. It is a great way to meet
new friends and apparently we are quite fun to work
with most of the time!

“One of those occasions in the life of Hambledon that will be remembered
for years to come, where everyone should be present.” Philip Underwood
gives more details of the opportunities for this splendid one-off event

T

his is looking like something not to be missed.
One of those occasions in the life of Hambledon that will be remembered for years to come.
One of those occasions where everyone should be present. It will start with the fete on the Saturday afternoon, and the dinner dance in the evening. On Sunday
the Church will host events. On Monday evening there
will be a party supported by the Parish Council to
thank all the volunteers who have helped the village in
any form. This will culminate in the lighting of a bonfire, synchronising with many others all over the country, to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. All are
welcome to this party. Tuesday is also a Bank Holiday,
but will be reserved for recovery.
The Fete will be run by four organisations, and
they will share the proceeds.

They are The Almshouses, The Church, The
Cricket Club and the Football Club. Our next step is to
have a meeting of their representatives to decide the
responsibilities. Outside of this we would welcome all
ideas, and offers of help in running stalls or organising
events. So far we have the Novelty Dog Show, and
The Cellar and National Trust wanting tables in the
marquee.
For the Dinner/Dance in the evening, tables will
be available for complete booking (see page 13).
We still have slots for the use of the marquee or
cricket ground over this period so any extra ideas
would be gratefully received.
I can be contacted via the Village Shop.
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WAGs Wednesday Afternoon Group
Our next meeting is to be held on

Wednesday 15th February
at 12.30pm, in the Village Hall

New Year Lunch
Do please come and join in the fun. Everyone welcome – bring a friend
Jan Kilsby 01483 423637, Joyce Dougans 01428 687851 or Julie Atkin 01428 684519

Coffee Morning
Tuesday 21st February, at 11am, in the Church Room
and the third Tuesday each month

All welcome - do come
More information from Jacqui Rook 01428-684390

Hambletots

Calling Mums, babies & toddlers

Toddler
Group

Julia and Ronnie bring us the February update for the lively Toddler Group

The friendly baby and toddler group meets
most Wednesdays in Hambledon Village Hall
from 10am to 11.30am. There are a variety of
toys for all ages, dressing up, ride-ons and a
baby area. We organise weekly activities for
the children. We also serve tea and coffee and
end the session with music-time.
Come and try it! All are most welcome

The dates for February 2012 are Wednesdays
1st, 8th, 22nd and 29th February
(we don't meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the
month which also happens to be half term)
The cost is £1 for under 1 year olds and
£2 for over 1 year olds.
For more info:
please call Julia on 01483 415764

My son’s been asking me for a pet spider for his birthday, so I went to our local pet shop and they were £70!
Blow that, I thought, I can get one cheaper off the web.
Hambledon Parish Magazine, February 2012, Page 10

Hambledon Village Hall
Management Committee
The Committee will hold its
2012 Annual General Meeting on Thursday 9th February 2012
at 7:30 pm in the Village Hall
Members of the public are most welcome
AGENDA
■ Minutes of the AGM held on February 10th 2011 to be approved and signed
■ Annual reports by the Chairman and the Treasurer
■ Election of Management Committee,
Representatives and Co-opted Members
■ Nomination and election of new members.
■ Any other business.
Paul Vacher
Hon. Secretary

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 7:30pm for 8:00pm
VILLAGE HALL, WEDNESDAY, 21st MARCH, 2012
ANNABEL WATTS, known affectionately as “The Allingham Lady” and noted for her discovery of the
collection of 55 Helen Allingham watercolours later to become known as “The Marley Collection”, is
our key speaker at the Hambledon Heritage Society AGM.
Annabel will be sharing her research and practical experience on another area of her expertise
by giving
“An Illustrated Talk on the Different Seasons at Munstead Wood, Gertrude Jekyll's Garden”.
Please join Annabel, the Heritage Society Committee and members for an informative, social and fun
evening. Refreshments, light snacks and our famous raffle will be available, all for a small donation.
Entrance and the illustrated talk are offered free as part of the Society’s aim to encourage current and
new members to support OUR VILLAGE HERITAGE.
The 2012 AGM will offer every opportunity for members of the audience to ask questions of Annabel
and hopefully add to our Heritage Society development, supporting current and future generations’ interest and research about our village and its environs.
If you would you like to know more about the Heritage Society or wish to join the Heritage Committee,
contact Julie Steele on 01428-682853.

SPRING CONCERT
Saturday 31st March, at 7.30pm,
Charterhouse Hall GU7 2DX

Poulenc: Gloria,

Duruflé: Requiem, Fauré: Pavane

Conductor: Michael Veazey
Tickets £13 (students £8), from choir members, e-mail: gcs-tickets@talktalk.net
tel: 01483 425257, Record Corner, Pound Lane, Godalming or at the door.
For more details www.godalmingchoral.org.uk Registered Charity No. 254800
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Beef about a school and jokes
Ross is not best pleased about how he was received at a local school,
on a kindly errand, but cracker jokes (?) and cartoons keep him
light-hearted

B

efore the usual light hearted chat, I have a bit
of an irritation over Cranleigh School!
Back in the summer, a customer gave me a
small pile of long playing records (LPs) and in and
amongst the Mantovani and Jim Reeves was a record
recorded in Guildford Cathedral, to commemorate
Cranleigh School’s centenary in 1966. It looked in
pretty good condition and the sleeve notes were very
interesting, so “being the nice chap” that I am, I
phoned Cranleigh School and talked to the Head of
Music.
He seemed very excited, and said that he had
heard about the record but had not seen or heard it, so I
promised to bring it over and “being the nice chap”
that I am, I wrapped up the record very carefully and
on my next day off, drove over to Cranleigh School.
Eventually finding the enquiries office, I opened the
door and walked in to be confronted by a lady glaring
at me! “Hello” I said “I have a parcel for the Head of
Music and…” She interrupted, and waved her arm to
the right “over there” she snapped. I started to say “if
he has a problem copying it to CD, I can help”, but she
was not listening. “You’re not very friendly are you” I
said, “I am not a courier or a delivery driver, and have
come over on my day off, just to do the school a favour”.
I left, wondering why I had bothered, and 3
months later I am still wondering, as, although our
address and phone number were enclosed in the parcel
twice (!), once on the wrapping and once on the LP, I
have never received a word of thanks!
Well, Cranleigh School, I hope that you teach
manners to your pupils better than those displayed by
your staff.
If you know someone at the school, please feel
free to show them this note.
But please do not give them our address. The
moment has passed!

Christmas cracker jokes.
A pretty bad bunch this year, not even corny, just bad!
Q: What does the word minimum me????
A: A very small mother. (snore)
Q: What fish is famous?
A: A star fish. (snooze)
Q: How do you make an apple puff?
A: Chase it around the garden. (slight snigger)
And no jokes from Nicky Cornell this year. Perhaps
they could not afford crackers, what with having a
turkey the size of an ostrich!
Well let’s end with a cartoon. [... or two - Ed]

‘You have reached your destination’
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‘Caught anything?’

Music by the Band of

Gather your Friends for a Table of Ten. Cost £25 each

Bring your own Dinner and Drinks.
Dress: Black Tie or Lounge Suits

Reservations from March via Sue Blackman 01428 683871
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THE MERRY HARRIERS PROUDLY PRESENTED

Jack and the Beanstalk
Featuring The Merry Players on Fri 20-Sun 22 January

T

his was a hilarious show, in spite of first
script read- through only a few days earlier.
Proceeds to Hambledon Football Club
Pavilion Fund. The biggest praise goes to
Joanna Kirkland who wrote directed and
starred in this, their second Pantomime.
The Props and Scenery team made the amazing
set in a very short time: Jimmy – music & stage
carpenter; also Dave Overy, Martyn Grove,
Tim Coleman; Lighting – Mike Blanchard.
Costume and props: Merry Landlady, Julie.
Beanstalk leaves: were made with help from all
at Hambledon Nursery School.

Cast
Jo Kirkland – Jack
Multi-talented, has been on telly and stage. She also
directed the panto, choreographed and sung
Colin Stoneley – Dame Trott An established show-off
loves his fake boobies will never wear high heels again.
Mark Jones – Fleshcreep Who better to play the panto
villain; Jonny Fry – The King Formerly plain Mr Fry.
Last year he was the Prince. Has been over-promoted.
Pip Ridout – Village girl/Llama the backside of a
llama, unlikely to be found on many CVs.
Mary Grove – Llama Mary studied for her role by
consuming lots of grass, freely available in the village.
Kitty Murphy – Fairy watched rehearsal antics of her
elders in horror.
Mike – Giant Blunder-bore Fearing typecasting, his
request to play the bean was turned down flat by Jo.
Karen Shakespeare – Princess
Bee Coleman – Fairy Fairtrade .Just a very tall fairy
Rebecca Overy – Village Girl/Skeleton.
Gorgeously curvy Becky cast as a bag of bones. Pah.
Coral Flexman – Village Girl/Skeleton Had no lines
because she terrified the rest of the cast in 2011.
Pippa Chapman – Village Girl/Skeleton/a sexy lady.

If you missed it… DVDs of the Pantomime will be
available to buy in 4 weeks time. The cost is £5.
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Environmentally friendly... or not
Magpie comment on local burglaries – a bit rich coming
from that old bird, and how environmentally friendly (?)
she is in her own way, and cakes for all seasons

S

ome more burglaries on our patch! Workshops,
outhouses and sheds, and I hear that the police
have got the blighter! Well what do you think, a

tap on the wrist, and told not to be a naughty boy again.
Keep your eyes out for the result of the conviction.
Now I must share this with you:

John Phillips’s list of environmentally friendly things that he will not be taking up!
I am fed up with being harassed about my carbon
footprint. Every day there’s something else which
‘anyone who cares for the planet’ should do. I
am hassled by my children who regard me as an
environmental criminal. I am bullied in public and
private. These are the things I am urged to do to
my house, which I won’t.
Lag the loft My loft is full and the contents make
jolly good insulation: old trunks, ski clobber, blankets, cuddly toys – and what is cosier than a cuddly toy? There’s a mattress. It would take lots of
glass wool to equal that lot. So no thanks.
Install a new efficient boiler I’m attached to my
old boiler. I can get down on hands and knees
and observe the flames. The new ones are silent,
all sealed up and don’t look as if they’re working.
I don’t want my hot water controlled by a computer.
Fit double/triple glazing I like my window frames
and despise plastic. I like old wobbly glass which
distorts the view in a pleasing manner, and fits
the age of the house. I have an irrational fear of
double glazing salesmen.
Get solar panels They are ugly. My roof faces
northeast. I don’t want the National Grid to have
my spare volts. I live in a conservation area where
the planning officials are tricky. There is no solar
activity in my part of London.
Now lets talk about something close to the hearts of the
ladies on our patch. Cakes!
The rural custom of cakes has almost vanished,
for instance the ladies of the Stanford Bridge area used
to make cakes bearing the imprint of a spear in memory
of the Dane who held the bridge against the forces of
King Harold! Strange because I thought King Harold
was on our side! Many “customary” cakes seemed to be
more concerned with the calendar than local customs.
Hot cross buns were made by the Romans long
before we made them at Easter.

Line internal walls with insulating material The
rooms in my Edwardian house have nice plaster mouldings and are large. They would shrink
and become plain if I lined them.
Fit ‘smart’ meter to tell me how much electricity I am using A recipe for neurosis. How will
this help my peace of mind?
Install a heat pump
I have no idea what this object is.
Get thermostats for all my radiators
Why? I can turn them off when I want.
Fit lowlow-energy bulbs Take ages to come on and
are dim. They also give the wrong kind of light.
Place bricks in my cisterns to conserve water
I might do this, as bricks are cheap, but our
present problem is too much water, not too
little.
Get a wind turbine When the wind blows these
create minuscule amounts of energy. When it
doesn’t, they are useless. My roof is flimsy. If
we get a storm the propeller could end up in
Kent.
Stay at home and stop flying around the world
Shan’t.
Stop draughts
I like draughts. They freshen the air.
Eccles cakes were actually not named after a
character in the Goon show, but were originally part of
the customary fare provided on the first Sunday in
September on the occasion of the Eccles Wake. Are
simnel cakes still baked on Simnel Sunday (close to
Easter) and if so where? And if anyone knows the origins of tansy cake, tharve cake and whirtin cake,
please let me know (via the editor).
Any news on the brickyard?
Are the developers planning to sell it on, and change
the planning application?

I was driving this morning when I saw an RAC van parked up. The driver was sobbing uncontrollably,
and looked very miserable.
I thought to myself ‘he’s heading for a breakdown’.
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Carols in pub and packed churches
Following on from the Christmas Celebration in the Village Hall: the uplifting message, music, and
candles brought record numbers to carols in The Merry Harriers and to many of the services around
Christmas at St Peter’s, as noted at the Hambledon Parish Council

S

t Peter’s saw many at the services around
the Christmas season: at the crib service, for
the candle-lit carol service and also the
choir , and on Christmas Day itself.
These were possibly to be expected after the
massively Merry Harriers group of revellers for the
now traditional Carols evening.

Rector The Revd. Simon Taylor comments:
“Across Busbridge&Hambledon as a church we
had many people worshipping over Christmas.
“If we were any other local organisation the
numbers would be worth noting. Especially as
they show significant growth on previous years.
“Hambledon Church was packed. It was
incredible. Meanwhile at Busbridge, believe it or
not we had so many people literally queuing to get

The Merry Harriers band

“In two services at Busbridge we had so many
children we ran out of oranges for the christingle & we
had purchased 300 oranges!
“What was also significant was that there were
many ‘new faces’ at church and many many of them
said “we’ll be back”. Some of them cited recent unemployment making them think things through. A
couple of people said that they could see the whole
country grinding to a halt and it had started them asking themselves about ‘more important things’. I myself think that it was simply because word got out that
I was planning to quote Frank Skinner about his Christian faith!!
“I have also heard comments from people about
the incredible atmosphere at Hambledon with the candles.
WakeWake-up call from Simon at the Merry Harriers
in on Christmas Eve at the 4pm candlelit family
carols and nativity service that we had to close the
doors for fire safety reasons and ask people to come
to the later service. We had to turn dozens away.
Fortunately most came to the 6pm service.
“On Christmas morning we even had to sit a
family inside the pulpit and up the steps and bring
bean bags in for the floor to get everyone in. I delivered my talk almost standing on three families
who were at the front, at my feet!
“Hambledon has a similar packed feel story to
tell. There were well over 1,000 different people
and families at B&H services over a 48hr period
from Christmas Eve to Christmas morning.

Some hearty carol singing
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The Band, diners
and many joining
the carol singing at
The Merry Harriers

“We copied the idea of a candlelit steps/way up
the path at Busbridge. It was lovely.
“Statistically, past years Christmas attendance
has been falling steadily year on year. It turned around
last year (2010) for the first time in decades when
around 30% of the country attended a carol service of
some kind. The church was and is unprepared for this.

“I quoted this at the Busbridge Junior School
nativity play and said that locally, I’m not sure what
we’d do if those sorts of numbers came to church this
Christmas.
“Our stats suggest around 33-35% of the local
population of B&Hambledon were in church over that
48 hours.”

The path to St Peter’s –
in winter plumage (2010)

St Peter’s choir
with choir master and
organist Alan Harvey
in front centre

St Peter’s Carol Service:
Alwyn Webb leading, with
Reader David Jenkins
– choir and congregation
in full song
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John Newman Taylor, 19191919-2011
A tribute:
At his memorial service in St. Peter’s Church, his daughter
Helen Hudgell shared her memories of a kind and brave man. She and her
mother Rae have kindly agreed for this to appear in the magazine

D

ad was born the youngest of three children in
Hackney, North London on April, 1919.
Home was a 4 storey town house next to the
Regents Canal and to the Builders Merchants yard
owned by his father. His Edwardian town-life upbringing was a world away from my 1950s country childhood, and I was enthralled by the stories of his early
life. I remember particularly how he described the sailing barges that brought the various building materials
to the quay at the bottom of the yard, and how goods
were delivered to customers by grandfather’s horse
drawn wagon. The yard was a great, if slightly unsafe
playground, but obviously his early years there fostered his interest in the construction industry.
He was educated at Lady Holles Convent School
and Mercers School. He enjoyed sports and was an
excellent runner, winning several cups as a sprinter. I
am not sure of his academic abilities – Latin was definitely NOT his subject. Apparently the teacher told
him “sit at the back, and if you don’t disturb me, I
won’t disturb you”! However, he managed to pass his
school Matric and took up an apprenticeship with a
firm of Quantity Surveyors in Grays Inn, London, going to evening classes to gain his qualifications.
At school, he joined the boy scouts and he thoroughly enjoyed camping and the outdoor life. He and
three of his closest friends joined the Territorial Army
together. When war was declared in 1939 all four were
called up into the 3rd County of London Yeomanry,
known as the Sharpshooters. Although this was officially a cavalry regiment, and Dad was actually given
a pair of jodhpurs as part of the uniform, he was sent
on a 6 month training course to become a tank fitter.
By Christmas 1939, the regiment had been billeted in Chiddingfold. Dad and two friends shared a
motorbike which was garaged in a shed on my maternal grandfather’s farm. My grandmother took pity on
them after they spent an afternoon running the bike up
and down the lane to start it. She invited them in for
tea, Dad met Rae and the romance began!
.
After some months, the regiment set sail for
North Africa, via The Cape to avoid U-Boats. Off
South Africa, the escort ship collided with their troop
ship and this gave the troops several days shore leave
while damage was repaired. On reaching Egypt, the
regiment fought across North Africa under General
Montgomery, as The Desert Rats, and Dad was closely
involved repairing tanks at all the major battles. Dad’s
greatest memories were of the comradeship shared
with his maintenance crew. They were very important

to him for the rest of his life. He often recalled how
they had competitions to see who could make the best
meals from their rations. They were very proud
of their expertise at making unusual concoctions
from bully beef and hard army biscuits! He fought in
Sicily and Italy, and came back to England to prepare
for D Day. Landing in Normandy on D Day plus One,
but was wounded and spent months in Pinderfields
Hospital, Yorkshire. On his way to the operating theatre, he heard one doctor say to another “You’ve got to
start sometime, so you might as well do this one.”
Dad survived and returned to France!
While on leave in August 1945, he married
Rae at Witley church, and in February the following
year he was finally demobbed. Dad and Mum lived in
Chiddingfold for a time, and Dad commuted daily to
his old firm of Quantity Surveyors in London. I was
born in 1948, and my sister Diana the following year.
Years later, the family finally settled at High Stuart,
that Dad had had built within easy walk of the station.
He commuted to London for the next 40 years, becoming a partner and consultant to his original firm.
He took to country life wholeheartedly, growing
vegetables, even keeping chickens for a time. His
hobbies included DIY, tinkering with the car or any
engine, and he thoroughly enjoyed cricket and golf.
He was a great father. As well as cupboards
around the house, he made wonderful wooden toys
and small items of furniture for Diana and me, and
later when I kept white mice he constantly built new
cages as the mouse numbers increased! He played
French cricket with us on the lawn after work in the
summer, he shared riding lessons with Diana and me,
and he swam in the freezing sea at Wittering with us
even though he really felt the cold. He was a truly
brave man – in fact, only a few here today know just
how brave – he taught mum, me and several of my
cousins to drive – and that IS beyond the call of duty!!
In retirement, he was a volunteer driver for the
Guildford Handicapped Swimmers, and drove them to
Gala swimming events most weekends. He had a
strong Christian faith which began in childhood, and
he enjoyed his involvement with Hambledon Church.
He was a sidesman, member of the Deanery Synod
and responsible for the Planned Giving accounts for
several years. He is also remembered by many for
his part in the church’s Remembrance Day services.
You will have your own memories – I have
only touched on the person that he was, but I feel
VERY proud and VERY grateful that he was my Dad.
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Hambledon

Ramblers

T

Restoration and glorious views
An educational and information rich stroll: Commoner’s rights explained!
Then a memento of a dreadful sin at The Devil’s Punchbowl.

he Devil’s Punchbowl and an opportunity to
see close up the restoration work after the
demolition of the old A3.
We had perfect conditions for walking and a 14
strong party left the National Trust car park at Hindhead and headed north along the western rim of the
punchbowl. Looking out across towards Gibbet Hill
one could see the immense amount of restoration work
that had already been completed.
Local legend has it that the Devil lived at the
‘Devil’s Jumps’, three small hills near to Churt.
He would often torment Thor, the God of Thunder, who lived at nearby Thor’s Lie (Thursley),
by jumping from hill to hill. Thor would try to
strike the Devil with thunder and lightning and
once the Devil retaliated by scooping a handful
of earth and hurling it at Thor. The depression
that remained is the Devil’s Punch Bowl.
The National Trust has erected information
boards along the route and one explains the
‘Commoners Rights’ that existed in former times
within the Punchbowl.
Pasture Right to pasture cattle, horses, sheep
or other animals on the common land.
Piscary. Right to fish.
Turbary Right to take sods of turf for fuel.
Mast or pannage.
Right to turn out pigs for a
period in autumn to eat mast ( beech mast, acorns
and other nuts).
Estovers. Right to take sufficient wood for the
commoner’s house or holding; usually limited to
smaller trees, bushes and fallen branches.
Lunch time saw the group back at the National Trust
café and after being suitably fed and watered the second half of the walk was started, this time following
the track to Gibbet Hill. No walk in this area is complete without a reminder of the foul deed that took
place 236 years ago, the murder on 24 September
1786 of an unknown sailor who was met by three men
in the Red Lion at Thursley as he was travelling to his
ship in Portsmouth. He bought them drinks and they
then followed him and murdered him in the Devil’s
Punch Bowl. They were quickly apprehended at the
Sun Inn in Rake, West Sussex, tried and executed, and
their bodies hung on Gibbet Hill. The unknown sailor
was buried in Thursley churchyard and a memorial
stone was erected on Gibbet Hill near the scene of the
crime. In 2000, Peter Moorey suggested that the sailor
was an Edward Hardman.
The memorial stone bears the following inscription:

ERECTED
In detestation of a barbarous Murder
Committed here on an unknown Sailor
On Sep, 24th 1786
By Edwd. Lonegon, Mich. Casey & Jas. Marshall
Who were all taken the same day
And hung in Chains near this place
Whoso sheddeth Man's Blood by Man shall his
Blood be shed. Gen. Chap. 9 Ver. 6

Fantastic views were seen from the ordinance
survey point and some claimed they could pick out the
outline of The Shard on the London skyline. Leaving
the summit we descended to the viewing platform
overlooking the northern entrance to the tunnel and
afterwards contoured round the hill and thence back to
the starting point.
Thanks are yet again due to Jenny for organising
and leading a most enjoyable outing.
Next Walk
Tuesday 8th February
Meet at the Village Hall at 9.00am
Leader Jenny Caddy
The walk will be in the Blackheath Area - lunch
at William IV pub - Little London.
Short Walk
Tuesday January 24th
Meet at the Village hall at 2.00pm
Leader Mary Parker
Further information from:
Derek Miller Tel: 01428 684362
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Puzzle Page
ACROSS
1 Boxer’s training aid (8,4)
8 Fawlty Towers character (5)
9 Beast of burden or fool (3)
11 Imperial unit of mass (3)
12 Pity, forgiveness (5)
14 Division (4)
15 Soft bland foodstuff made
from soya beans (4)
16 Walk wearily (5)
19 Portion of a circle (3)
20 Jamaica __, Daphne Du
Maurier novel (3)
21 In glaring colours (5)
22 Plant that can be
coal-fired or nuclear (5,7)

Maze

DOWN
1 Lying on the city
outskirts (8)
2 For that very
reason (4,5)
3 Central part of the
hand (4)
4 Imminent (4)
5 Blushing (4)
6 Dried petals for
perfuming a room (3-6)
7 Take the weight from (8)
10 Scheme, usually
illegal (4)
13 Gain through effort (4)
16 Clock’s information (4)
17 Insects that live in a
formicary (4)

Word Search





Easy

February brings us the
beginning of the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee,
Valentine’s Day, and Lent.
All three are about
celebrating commitment,
and love and giving.
What relationships in your life
need your commitment,
love, and generosity?
Lent is a good time to reflect
on the love in our lives:
God’s love for us, our love
for him, and our love
for each other.
Word search this month
reflects these themes.

Sudoku

Answers to all puzzles on page 35
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Intermediate

Mother Nature’s confused
The mild winter confused Mother Nature, but at least it allowed
gardeners to make progress. Meanwhile, Earthworm looks warily to skies
where buzzards circle over Hambledon

A

taste of winter as we mostly have always
known it came in the second week of January
with a hard frost. The barometer shot up to a
high, so it looked as if some more hard frosts would be
on the menu. Earthworm was delighted. He had been
worried by the unseasonal warmth. Not only because
bugs, larvae, noxious insects and other creepycrawlies, which should succumb in winter, looked as
though they were going to survive and might even
multiply.
The very mild December and early January had
utterly confused nature. Primroses, violets, and cowslips were thinking that Spring had come, bursting in
to flower. Earthworm had noticed shrubs that should
have been dormant were coming in to bud, and roses
were still in flower. He hopes that the frost will not
now set things back too far, numbing the fragile
sprouting shoots.
At least the mild weather has allowed gardeners
to get on in their gardens, doing lots of jobs that often
cannot be done in winter when the ground can be frozen solid or soaking wet.
Earthworm does sometimes see things in a positive light. He feels he has “got ahead”. Certainly his
newest compost heap has grown enormously, not only
with barrow-loads of fallen leaves and plants cut down
or reduced, but also late lawn mowings .When did we
last have to continue grass-cutting into the winter
months? Flower-beds have been cleaned up, plants
divided or reduced, and the ground prepared for a good
dose of last year’s compost mixed with well-rotted

Watch out, buzzards eat earthworms, too
manure. But who knows what winter weather may yet
be in store?
However , Mother Nature did have her bite with
the sudden terrific winds that swept the country early
in January, breaking boughs, felling trees and causing
much traffic disruption. Witley hit the national news
when a tree fell on to our local bus, crushing the
driver’s cab. Happily the news is that the poor man is
out of danger.
Earthworm has been warily watching buzzards
circling and “mewing” over the village. These lovely
raptors have become a common sight locally. They
have steadily migrated southwards. They must be finding plenty to eat – mice, voles, small rats, rabbits and
weasels. And they can be thought of as an excellent
pest control mechanism, far better than poisons.
The New Year is not long begun, but even Earthworm is already thinking that Spring may not be so far
away.

Rightful owners wanted
Hambledon’s neighbourhood police officer, Tracey Taylor, has some good news
about stolen property waiting to find its rightful owners

W

e started 2011 with a series of business burglaries in the Milford area and we ended the year with a
series of shed breaks in Milford, Witley and Hambledon.
The good news is that over the Christmas period a large amount of stolen equipment was recovered in the
Witley area. At the same time a man from Witley was arrested and has subsequently been charged with
several offences. Various items, including drills, lawn mowers, sanders, leaf blowers, and a crowbar, need
to be reunited with their rightful owners. If you think can help identify who owns the stolen items, please
contact Detective Constable Dave Pellatt by calling 101, which is the new quick number to contact Surrey
police, and quote reference number WV/11/6827.
Dave Boxall and I will be out and about when on duty, so please feel free to stop either of us. If you
would like to contact us, please call on 01483 630086 or email waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
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HAMBLEDON CRICKET CLUB

IMPORTANT
The Club’s Annual General Meeting for 2012 will be held on Tuesday 22 February
commencing at 8.00pm at the Cricket Pavilion for members to attend.
This meeting is important as it is for the election of club captains, club officers, welfare officer,
colts organisers and other positions for the 2012 season and to discuss the club’s finances and
plans.
Anyone wishing to become a new or non-playing member is welcome to attend and take part at
the meeting and add to the discussions.
GENERAL ITEMS
HAMBLEDON CRICKET CLUB - SENIOR SIDES 2012
We will run a 1st XI League side and a Friendly side this year.
Please contact us if you wish to play or would like to help in running of matches; for example,
scoring, umpiring, making teas, or helping in other ways.
HAMBLEDON CRICKET CLUB – COLTS SECTION 2012.
We will run Colts sides in 2012 for under 9s under 11s and under 13s. All age groups will be
entered into the Berkley Sports League for their relevant age group and we are expecting
between 8 and 10 league games for each age group. More details on training and fixtures later.

We need your help with coaching, as team managers
and as volunteers for all age groups
If you are a colts Dad or Mum, we need your help. Please call Simon Rhodes (01428 682401),
Caroline Tristem (01428 685455) or Bob Cunningham – email bob.cunningham@gom.co.uk.
The season runs from mid April through to early July and generally involves training each
Saturday morning or a weekday evening. There will be matches at the weekend, either on a
Friday night or Sunday morning.
Training for helpers will be given via the club coaches and managers under Surrey CC guidance.
FUND RAISING
The Pavilion The Cricket Club still has to raise funds to pay off the £20,000.00 loan from
Surrey County Playing Fields Association when we built the new pavilion in 2004. This loan
repayment is over 10 years and we will still have £4,000 to pay off after 2012’s payment.
In 2012, once again we aim to run the The 200 Club, which features a prize draw over four
months. We hope all those who took part in past years will participate again. Please contact
Martin Johnson 01483 452811, if you are interested or require further information.
Should you require any information about the club, please call the captains – Martin Johnson
(01483 452811) and Mark Burton (0781 370 8896) – or our President, Mic Coleman (01428
682977).
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He who quenches all thirst
GOD
The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a
look at Stephen Broadbent’s sculpture, The Water of Life, in the cloister
garden at Chester Cathedral

I

n the 9th century the bones of St Werburgh were
taken westwards to escape the invasion of the Vikings on the east coast. They rested at Chester and
soon a church was built there to house her remains.
That church grew into a Benedictine monastery after
the Norman Conquest and it flourished in the Middle
Ages. Its dissolution at the Reformation led to the
creation of the cathedral of Chester in 1541.
Visitors to the cathedral today see a building that
was greatly restored by the Victorians, who put in
many stained-glass windows. But there is still much of
the older history, including the glorious carvings of the
choir and the misericords from the 14th century.
In a talk given to the friends of the cathedral, the
sculptor, Stephen Broadbent, described the building as
a firm foundation rooted in history. Through the centuries it has welcomed visitors and pilgrims to find again
the God who speaks through history and
through the splendour and stone of this
building. Because of its witness to that
eternal truth, he said, it is a delight and a
joy to visit.
Certainly, when you leave the main
building and enter the cloister garden,
there is delight in abundance. The colours,
the scents of the plants there invade the
senses. And in the centre is Stephen
Broadbent’s own sculpture, The Water of
Life. It depicts the meeting of Jesus and
the Samaritan woman at the well in St
John’s gospel.
We hear the sound of water flowing
out of the bowl, which is held by both
Jesus and the woman, their hands touching
as the water runs through them. There is a
strength here, but also an intimacy as the
two bodies are united by this gift of water,
and the woman’s own life seems to flow
out of the life of Jesus.
In scripture we read of water, struck
from a rock by Moses in the wilderness, to
quench the people’s thirst. In this gospel
the water flows from a well. But Jesus in
chapter 4 talks of a third supply – a source
that will quench an inner thirst and give a
life that lasts eternally. The base of the
sculpture quotes those words of Jesus in
verse 14. No longer would the woman
have to make that tiring journey to the
public well, for Jesus says that this will be
an unfailing water supply of her own.

IN THE

ARTS

As we ponder this intimate meeting of minds and
hearts, we can think of the longing in every human
heart. Each of us thirsts for something to satisfy it. We
draw water from many wells: the water of praise to
quench our thirst for self-esteem; the water of success
to quench our thirst for self-importance; the water of
pleasure to quench our thirst for joy. But we still thirst.
Discovering God anew is like finding a spring within.
In the main building we can discover God in the
beauty and grandeur of the cathedral, marking out a
place of worship and prayer over many centuries. But
as we pass from the cathedral to the cloister garden,
we find another place to discover God as we look at
the beauty of creation in the two elements of earth and
water. We see the woman thirsting for that gift of new
life promised by the Messiah, and we hear Jesus
quenching that thirst with his words ‘I am he.’
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The best cookery corner

in the South East

Warming, then zesty
With Shrove Tuesday not too far away, we must have a recipe for pancakes – so
try this one for something zesty but different. And, as the weather’s still wintry,
how about a warming and easy-to-make Thai-style curry?

Thai-style lamb curry with coconut and peanuts
1 table spoon olive oil
1 large onion, sliced
2 table spoons Thai curry paste
1kg lean diced lamb

400ml can coconut milk
150ml lamb stock
350g potatoes, cut into large chunks
75g roasted peanuts
Heat the oil in a large pan, add the onion and cook
for 3-4 minutes until softened.
Stir in the curry paste and cook for 1-2 minutes. Add
the lamb and cook for a further 5-6 minutes until
lightly browned and coated in the curry paste.
Pour in the coconut milk and stock, stir well then
cover and simmer for 1 hour, continuing to stir occasionally. Add the potatoes and simmer for a further
30 minutes, until both the lamb and potatoes are
tender. Stir in the peanuts.
Serve the curry in bowls, garnished with fresh coriander and accompanied by Thai fragrant rice.
Serves six.

Pancakes in tangy lemon butter
100g plain flour
2 medium eggs
300ml milk
2 table spoons melted unsalted butter, plus
a little extra for frying
Sift the flour and a pinch of salt into a large bowl
and make a well in the centre. Crack the eggs into
the well and whisk the mixture together. Gradually
whisk in the milk until you have a smooth batter.
Cover and set aside.
To make the lemon butter, beat the softened butter,
icing sugar and lemon zest together until light and
fluffy.
Stir the melted butter into the pancake batter. Heat
a small knob of butter in a 20cm crêpe or non-stick
frying pan. Add a small ladleful of batter and swirl
around to coat the pan. Cook over a medium heat
for 1-2 minutes, until the pancake is lightly golden
underneath, then flip over and cook for a further
minute. Transfer to a plate and keep warm. Repeat
with the remaining batter to make 8 pancakes.
To serve, melt a small amount of the lemon butter in
the pan with a little of the lemon juice and toss a

For the lemon butter:
100g softened unsalted butter
125g icing sugar
Grated zest and juice of 1 unwaxed lemon

pancake in the foaming butter. Fold in half and then
in half again. Repeat until all the pancakes, butter
and lemon juice have been used. Serve 2 pancakes
per person on warmed plates.
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It’s lighter: lay the foundations

The Garden

The days are less short and drear, light levels a bit low, nights long and cold.
BUT… the garden is far from lacking in interest. Early bulbs push through the cold
earth to lighten the dark days – the welcome harbingers of arriving spring.

in February

L

ovely dwarf irises, drifts of crocus, pale snowdrops with sword-like leaves, tiny daffodils,
leaves, retained throughout the winter, are
prominent now. Lustrous ivies, clinging to walls and
trees, shiny hollies, glistening laurels, the dull copper
of beech, each contributes form and pattern to a bare
landscape. Trees, hedges and shrubs, already in bud,
emphasize the framework of the garden.

In the borders
Clear dead tops of hardy herbaceous plants if not already done, Topdress established borders with fertilizer, using John Innes base, hoof and horn, or other
similar fertilizer. If not dug yet between plants, spread
fertilizer and then dig it in.
Cut back ornamental grasses: The biscuitcoloured stems of grasses such as miscanthus look
good all through winter, but by the end of February it’s
time to make space for the new green shoots that are
emerging at the base, even with a hedge trimmer. Take
horizontal slices through the plant, creating pieces less
than 15cm. Leave on the ground to act as a mulch,
saving the work of raking them up and composting.
Roses: Complete planting, but not if the soil is
wet and sticky or if there is frost or snow on the surface. II conditions are unsuitable for planting, heel the
roses in. Support bushes lashed by winter gales and
firm the soil around them.
Dahlia tubers: if those stored are shrivelled use
tepid water overnight, cut out rotted bits of tubers and
dust with fungicide. Chrysanthemums: Drain waterlogged stools outdoors. Keep beds clear of weeds and
.
scatter slug pellet round stools.
Sweet Peas: break down and tread soil on planting site. Erect supports for plants to be grown on the
cordon system. Sow seeds outdoors in their flowering
positions,
Fill gaps in borders and pots by planting some
potted bulbs. It’s a bit more expensive than planting
dry bulbs in autumn but gives instant colour. Looking
ahead, you can save money next year by planting a
few pots yourself in the autumn and keeping them in
the coldframe to fill gaps as needed. Some bulbs, such
as snowdrops and winter aconite, actually prefer being
planted as growing plants (‘in the green’) as they’re
harder to establish from dry bulbs.
Trees and Shrubs: Continue planting deciduous trees
and shrubs in good weather. Firm if loosened by frost.

Buying them bare-rooted from garden centres and by
mail-order is economic. Then give a good soak and
heal in the ground until final position is ready.
Deciduous hedges: Plant in milder dry weather. Keep
plants when ground is not fit for planting be a frostfree shed. Protect roots with straw, Cut back overgrown hedges towards the end of the month.
.

Fruit: Plant trees and shrubs – try a specialist fruit
nursery for the best choice of varieties. Get advice and
choose something a different from standard supermarket varieties – even find a variety traditionally grown
in the area and is suited to the conditions.
Continue pruning, except during hard frost.
Prune newly planted fan-trained peaches and nectarines, plums. damsons and cherries. Cover strawberries
planted for early fruiting with cloches .
Peach leaf curl Cover peach, nectarine and apricot trees with plastic sheeting from January to midMay to stop this curl fungal infection, spread by rain.
Forced rhubarb The pink stems are expensive,
so grow them by covering plants with layer straw and
a forcing pot, or any large container, to exclude light.
On the veg patch
Plant potatoes in pots: For a special treat in
May, before the outdoor spuds are ready, plant some
potatoes in pots to grow in the greenhouse. Half fill a
15-litre pot with compost and push a seed potato tuber
into it. As the plant grows, top up with more compost
until full. Choose any early variety of potato.
Plant garlic
the soft-neck variety ‘Solent
Wight’, which produces lots of small cloves that store
well. If you want to grow a hard-neck variety, which
produce large cloves, try ‘Lautrec Wight’ or ‘Purple
Moldovan’. Plant cloves 15cm apart in rows 30cm
apart and bury so the tip is just covered by soil.
Sow broad beans: in pots indoors, ready for
planting out in late March. They should then crop in
June to July. Peas do well when sown in a length of
guttering indoors and then planted out once the young
plants have established.
Greenhouse: clean gutters, well worth doing, as
removing blockages such as old leaves helps keep the
structure sound.
On milder days, open greenhouse doors or windows to let in some fresh air, as good air circulation
will help to prevent fungal diseases. Also remove any
dead leaves and flowers you find before they can rot.

Throw the Prozac out of the window get out the spade. If people did more digging, drug companies would be
out of business and counsellors would all be living in cardboard boxes. Digging is the only treatment that
works equally well for the alcoholic, chocoholoc, and/or potatoholic.
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Hear we go audio loop
The Hambledon Community Fund’s first grant for 2012 is to St Peter’s
Church to help it fund an audio loop. And, as Katherine Evans and
Julie Llewelyn report, the fund’s special mugs have arrived too

W

hat a wonderful start it has been to 2012.
My geraniums and roses survived the mild
winter and are still sending forth the odd
beautiful flower. I’ve seen blossom on trees, camelia
in full bloom and in sunny spots the daffodils and crocii have been out since the first week of January. With
nature striking while the iron is hot and hurling itself,
full throttle, into a new year, how can we fail but follow suit?
I’m pleased to report therefore that the Hambledon Community Fund has continued to grow steadily
over the festive season and that we’ve already made
our first grant of 2012.
St Peter's Church had made a request to the fund
at the end of last year for £2,000. This was to make
good a relatively small shortfall in a hugely successful
fund-raising campaign of their own to raise the
£13,495 needed to buy and install a hearing-induction
loop and audio-visual system in the church.
We are pleased to announce that a grant of
£1,500 from the HCF was approved by the panel over

Christmas and funds have now been transferred. It is
hoped that the remaining £500 will be raised shortly
and installation of the new audio visual equipment will
commence soon.
The hearing-loop system will allow recorded and
spoken words to be heard more easily. Those with the
appropriate 'T' switch on their hearing aid will be able
to activate this in order to benefit fully from the new
system. The equipment can also display words for
songs and prayers, illustrations for talks, and play recorded music and video.
We’re sure the church’s many users – from youth
groups to coffee groups and those attending the many
weddings, funerals, christenings and other services and
activities that take place there – will appreciate the
church’s efforts to bring itself up-to-date and better
able to satisfy everyone’s needs.
Winter Fuel Campaign
We’d like to say a huge thank you to all of those who
felt able to support the nation-wide Winter Fuel Campaign and contribute the Winter Fuel allowance they
received from the government to the community fund.
The Community Foundation for Surrey, who manage
our accounts, have carefully ring-fenced these donations within our fund for grant applications specifically
concerning Hambledon’s elderly. It’s comforting to
know we have funds standing by for those who find
themselves in need. Our campaign leaflets are available in the shop and can also be downloaded from the
fund’s section of the village web site –
www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk.
Beautiful mugs for sale
I’d also like to thank those of you who have already
purchased community-fund mugs from the village
shop and the Harriers, where they will continue to be
on sale throughout the year. Sadly the mugs didn’t
reach us in time to make useful Christmas presents
because the original batch was damaged in a road accident. But this batch has arrived in one piece and will
hopefully still find good homes.
There are three beautiful designs printed onto
bone china. The designs include wonderfully detailed
pencil sketches (by our very own Rachael Hockridge)
of the Merry Harriers, the Hambledon Village Shop
and St. Peter’s Church. Each comes boxed at £7 per
mug, or you can buy all three in the collection for £20.
Proceeds go directly to the community fund, which
will continue to plough back money into the village
where it is needed.
Also see further details on page 31
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Dubious call hits Dons
The Dons won the George Luxworth trophy but, when a bigger prize was at stake,
they fell victim to a refereeing decision that was hard to take, as club skipper Matt
Kiley reports

A

mixed eleven of first and second team players
lined up at Badger’s Park on 2 January to play
a President’s XI for the George Luxworth
trophy. The President’s team was made up of veterans
and ex-Dons players. It was a strong turn out for both
teams, with players looking to run off the Christmas
turkey.
Hambledon started into the sun and up the hill.
With Will Grove’s pace a constant threat, Rob had to
be on his toes in goal, with the aging back line in the
President’s side struggling. Hambledon were soon one
up, with Will Grove finishing well.
The President’s side was given a quick route
back into the game after Rob Cole gave away a soft
penalty. But he made a good save from Mark Pateman’s penalty. So the Dons went in 1-0 at half time,
looking forward to playing down hill with the sun behind them. Amazingly, however, the President’s team
refused to change ends.
This had little effect on the Dons and Adam Rodgers soon made it 2-0. The President’s XI pulled a goal
back through Russ Howe, with a few dubious decisions being let go in the build up.
The two goal lead was soon restored when Chris
Watney smashed in the third, giving Rob no chance in
goal. There was still time for more chances and, with a
penalty being given, Charlie Moriano was bought off
the bench to take it. But his penalty was straight down
the middle and saved by the trailing legs of the keeper.
All in all a good day, with some money raised
for the new Club House fund.
Hambledon then faced RH123 Athletic in the
County Cup and were in for a tough afternoon. The

team from Reigate employed tactics along the lines of
no-nonsense Stoke City, helped by the fact that they
had a player capable of a throw that seemed to put
Rory Delap’s in the shade. And they went one up after
one of these throws caused chaos in the Dons’ box.
Hambledon were under a lot of pressure but
managed to hang in and weather the storm. They managed to level the scores when Nick Brown was fouled
and he dispatched the resulting spot kick. At half time
1-1 was not a bad score line.
Very dubious offside
It seemed the only way the away team would score
was a set piece or a long throw-in, and Hambledon
was the only side looking to play football. And they
were rewarded when Will Grove put them 2-1 up. The
Dons thought they had then put the game to bed at 3-1
after good work by Adam and Will Grove led to
Cookie scoring. But the linesman had his flag up and
gave a very dubious offside, with a smile on his face.
The Dons were made to play for this when, with
10 minutes left, a corner was swung in and Nick
Brown got the last touch to beat the helpless Leeroy
Gaywood for an own goal. So extra time was forced
and RH123 were very much in control after their
equaliser. They scored straight away in the first half of
extra time and again shortly after this to make it 4-2.
Hambledon had chances to force the game to
penalties with Charlie Ward missing an open goal
from a very tight angle and Cookie firing straight at
the keeper when through on goal. So the Dons were
dumped out of the County Cup and will be forced to
rue the goal that never was.

They won the George Luxworth trophy, but were not so lucky in the County Cup
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Useful Information and Telephone Numbers
GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES
Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses
Health Visitors

01428 682218
01428 685249
01428 685249

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG
Tel: Doctors

01483 415885

Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ
Tel: Doctors
Health Visitors & Community Nurses

01483 414461
01483 415564

Chiddingfold – Ridgeley Road, GU8 4QP
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses

01428 683174
01428 683735

HOSPITALS
Royal Surrey County Hospital
Milford Hospital

01483 571122
01483 782000

Equipment for short term use
Some items only required for a short time (usually 3 months) may be borrowed. Type of
equipment available includes bed blocks, bed cradles, back rests, commodes, wheelchairs,
bed pans, urinals.
Contact: British Red Cross, Equipment Loan Centre,
Wey Court, off Meadrow, Godalming, GU7 3JE. Tel: 01483 429253
Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm
POLICE
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer: PC Tracey Taylor
PCSO Dave Boxall
01483 630086
Email address
taylor3071@surrey.pnn.police.uk
Urgent calls
999
Non-urgent and crime reporting
0845 125 2222
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS
Area 1
Mr R. Kilsby
Hydestile
Area 2
Mr A.G. Blackman
Church Lane
Area 3
Miss J. Woolley
Woodlands Road
Area 4
Mrs C. Pitt
Malthouse Lane
Area 5
Mr A. Hammond
Cricket Green
Area 6
Mr J. Tidmarsh
Lane End
Area 7
Mr I. Campbell
Feathercombe Lane
Area 8
Ms L Roberts
Hambledon Park
Parish Council Representative
Mr R. Vickery

01483 423637
01428 683871
01428 684213
01428 682940
01428 683625
01428 682067
01483 860264
01428 685075
01428 682036

UTILITIES
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours

0845 9200800
0845 2780845
0845 7708090
0800 111 999
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman

John Anderson

01428 682666

Vice-Chairman

Philip Underwood

01428 682742

Mike Parry
Stewart Payne
Paul Pattinson
Sarah Stuckey
Mike Whittall
Jane Woolley

01428 682303
01483 425250
01428 682000
01428 683406
01428 681423
01428 684213

Councillors

Clerk

Surrey County Councillor

Dr Andrew Povey,

01483 267443

Waverley Borough Councillors
Liz Cable
Adam Taylor-Smith

01428 682640
01483 555573

GENERAL
Borough Hall

01483 523333

Cinema Borough Hall (Tickets & Information)

01483 523004

Library

01483 422743

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange deliveries

01428 682176

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office
(see page 3 for more information)

01483 421267

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings

01428 683588

Train Information
Times and fares for all national services

0845 7484950

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without
transport, ring 01428 682959. If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 682702
VETERINARY SURGEONS
Milford Veterinary Surgery
37, New Road, Milford
Rivendell
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe
In an emergency, ring either number

01483 414747
01483 421833

Hambledon Village Shop & Post Office
Opening Times
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Shop
9 – 5.00
9 – 5.00
9 – 5.00
9 – 5.00
9 – 5.00
9 – 1.00
9 – 12.00

Post Office
9.30 – 12.30
1.30 – 4.30
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
9.30 – 12.30
1.30 – 4.30
9.30 – 12.30
1.30 – 4.30
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
Closed
Closed
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Puzzle Solutions
Crossword

Word Search
king
country
coronation
diamond

commitment
wilderness
prayer
fasting

jubilee
queen
princess
death

Jesus
temptation
stones
read

mourning
love
romance
Flowers
hearts

kingdom
devil
angels
foot
kindness

Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate

Hambledon Parish Magazine, February 2012, Page 35

