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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 
 

 

Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 

                                              simon.taylor@busbridgechurch.org 
 

Pastoral matters and services The Rev Margot Spencer 01483 416333 
 

Reader Mr D. Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road 

 Godalming 
 

Ordinand in training Mr Alwyn Webb 01483 425244 

 36 Pullman Lane 

 Godalming, GU7 1XY 
 
 

Churchwardens Mr Nigel Pollock  

 Brackenwood, Brook Road 

 Wormley GU8 5UA 01428 682116 
 

 Mrs Vicky Page  
 Sawmill Cottage, Salt Lane 

 Hydon Heath, GU8 4DH 01483 869849 
 

Assistant Churchwarden Mr David Chadwick, Little Beeches, 
 14 Springhill, Elstead, 

 Godalming, GU8 6EL 01252 702268 
 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid Dr Alison Martin 
 Tillies 

 Munstead Heath Road 

 Godalming 01483 893619 
 

Sunday groups 

 Crèche, Pre-School:  Georgina Aylward 01428 682591 

 School Years 1-6:      Alwyn Webb 01483 425244 

 

Sunday Services 
 

Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month, which is 
shown on page 5 

 

Home Groups meet regularly on Monday afternoons and Wednesday evenings at various locations.   

Details from Roger Mathews  Tel: 01483 420464 

 
Alpha details and information from  

David and Liz Jenkins Tel No: 01483 416084 

 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact  

Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office  

Tel No: 01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm) 
 

Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued, 

contact the Church Wardens 

 

The Rector is  normally off duty on Fridays 

 
The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of 

Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr Chris Bergin 01428 643877);  

St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s,  

Milford (Fr Michael 01483 416880) 
 

 

TO SUBSCRIBE AND HAVE THE MAGAZINE  

DELIVERED, PLEASE CONTACT 

PAT WILLIAMS   01428 682455 

 

Copy deadlines for the 

April magazine 
 

The deadline is Thursday, 15 March 

Please send your copy to 

 

Philip Ryland 

Little Leat, Lane End 

Hambledon, GU8 4HD 

Email: psryland@waitrose.com 

Tel: 01482 683111 

 

 

Advertisers, please contact 

Tony Parker 

Email: the.parkers@virgin.net 

Tel: 01428 683577 
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A 
s this parish magazine goes to press I am able to write that the national press has been alive with 

Christianity in the past week.  It may surprise some that a Rector, writing on his front page, might 

actually wish to thank the National Secular Society for raising the dust on just what it means to hold 

to a semblance of Christian faith in the UK in 2012.  The ensuing debate has brought me to this response.  I 

hope it proves interesting and stimulating and please frame it with the knowledge that it is not deliberately 

designed to upset anyone who holds an atheistic position. 

   Those reading this article may assume that I am appalled at the events in relation to Bideford Council 

but I am not sure I am.  This moment has been drawing up for some time: approximately 200 years.  Here are 

a group of people who have been asked to take a vote on allowing a moment of prayer.  They have voted 

twice and twice decided to retain this moment.  In the end an action which has been engaged in for at least 

500 years in the UK has been taken to the courts to prevent its continuance.  

  We know that prayers were said at court sessions as back as far as the Elizabethan period.  Given that 

several royal personages in the ages before this were actively Christian in their outlook and action it is also 

possible such action formed the basis of proceedings long before this too.  One notable example is Alfred the 

Great.  This is the King who Winston Churchill defined as ‘giving birth to a Nation’.  Historians in the vil-

lage will know that Alfred’s law code began with an introduction containing a translation of the Ten Com-

mandments into English. God’s law was to be the basis of the law for Alfred’s Christian nation if it wished to 

be blessed by God and he stated that the nation was to follow ‘Jesus’ Golden Rule’ (Matthew 7:12) “in eve-

rything, do to others what you would have them do to you”. 

  In comparison we read of a newspaper report in December commenting that “Richard Dawkins says 

that David Cameron is “not really a Christian”. The report comments “The fact is that it is only God to whom 

all hearts be open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are hid. So Dawkins has no means of telling 

whether Cameron is a genuine Christian or not”.  In recent days the foundation Dawkins runs has kindly 

brought out a survey to show that people who profess to be Christian do not even know the name of the first 

book of the New Testament.  

  My comment is that I have been interested to observe the way in which someone who professes to 

hold a faith in no faith appears willing to define what it means to be a Christian.  I do not define Christianity 

on how many books of the Bible someone knows.  Expressions of faith are deeply personal and between each 

one of us  and the Lord.  When I offer communion to people I do not withhold it based on my assessment of 

the level or complexity of their belief.  I offer it on the basis that in some way that is a profound mystery each 

person has, and is constantly, responding to Christ. 

  I am aware that as I write those words there may be some who hold to atheism as a scientific fact.  I do 

not wish to offend such a perspective but my own experience of my good friends who hold such a position is 

that it is as much a faith statement as my own statement: Jesus Christ is God who came to earth to demon-

strate his love in dying and rising from an old rugged cross.  I can no more prove the fact of Christ than the 

absence of Christ can be proved.  I live with a 0.01% doubt and this doubt is that which leads me to say that I 

am saved by faith. 

  In comparison Professor Dawkins wrote in the December New Statesman “A depressingly large num-

ber of intelligent and educated people, despite having outgrown religious faith, still vaguely presume without 

thinking about it that religious faith is somehow ‘good’... “The very idea of the New Testament, of crucifix-

ion, of redemption of a scapegoat who is put to death for the sins of all mankind – what a terrible moral com-

pass that gives.”  Perhaps from this it seems that religion is for the infantile? 

  I for one am quite content with this ‘terrible (sic) moral compass’ as I believe it keeps me on the right 

side of good behaviour and on the right side of God and it is for me to work out with my God how I am to 

express this in worship and everyday action.  The one thing absent from the entire secular agenda, in my 

view is just this: Christians (or anyone of religious belief) cannot divorce who they are, how they act and 

what they represent from the rest of their lives.  They are carriers of their belief within the DNA.  Yes, it can 

lead to terrible things in the name of religions.  It also leads to incredible actions of grace. 

 Pastoral Letter – March 
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   Of course, this is a statement of faith: it is for others to judge whether I and other Christians truly live 

by grace.  Incidentally, writing of ‘the right side’, perhaps this is the next ancient building block which will 

need to be challenged in our brave, new, positive and optimistic age which has outgrown Christianity?  The 

popular belief for the reason we drive on the left in the UK is because it was a Papal Edict by Pope Boniface 

VIII (1300s) to protect pilgrims.  If they walked on the left they would avoid carts and would have a sword 

arm giving greater possibility to defend themselves from attack. 

  I am afraid that the replacement moral compass that I am beginning to glimpse is not the compass that 

leads me to wish to follow, but if you do, I pray every Christian would respect you for it and give you the 

right and the tolerance to share your faith as much as I am called by Christ to share mine. 

CHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDAR    
March/April 2012 March/April 2012 March/April 2012 March/April 2012     

4th March   9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

2nd Sunday of Lent 11.00 am All Age Worship and Baptism - no children's groups 

                                                                 ———————————————————————————————— 
 

11th March   9.30 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 

3rd Sunday of Lent 11.00 am Holy Communion (with Children’s Groups) 
                                                                 ———————————————————————————————— 
  

Saturday 17th March 8.30 am to 10.00 am - Prayer Breakfast in Church Rooms 
 A time to meet together for prayer:  all are welcome 
  ———————————————————————————————— 

 

18th March   9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

Mothering Sunday 11.00 am Morning Worship (with Children’s Groups) 
  

                                                                 ———— —————— 
 

 

25th March *   9.30 am *BST Morning Prayer (BCP) 

5th Sunday of Lent 11.00 am *BST Morning Worship (with Children’s Groups) 
                                                                 ———————————————————————————————— 

 

1st April   9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

Palm Sunday 11.00 am All Age Worship 
  ———————————————————————————————— 

Monday to Wednesday   

2nd, 3rd & 4th April 8.30 p.m. Holy Week Reflections at St John’s, Busbridge 
 ———————————————————————————————— 
 

5th April 8.00 pm Holy Communion  

Maundy Thursday  at St. John’s, Busbridge 
  ———————————————————————————————— 

 

6th April 11.00 am Good Friday meditation or 

Good Friday 10.45 am Churches Together Walk of Witness 
 (meet at The Wharf, Woolsack Way, Godalming) 
  ———————————————————————————————— 

 

7th April   4.00 pm Easter Garden Service 

Easter Eve  followed by Easter Egg Hunt 
  ———————————————————————————————— 
 

8th April   6.45 am Sunrise Service at Minster Field, Godalming 

Easter Day   9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 11.00am Easter Celebration for all ages 

* Summer Time begins: * Summer Time begins: * Summer Time begins: * Summer Time begins: Clocks forward one hour  

Simon Taylor, Rector, 
Hambledon and Busbridge 
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PCC Meeting 25 January 2012PCC Meeting 25 January 2012PCC Meeting 25 January 2012PCC Meeting 25 January 2012    
    

Some of the points that came up 
    

T he budget for 2012 was approved; fees for baptisms, marriages etc. will remain the same as last year. 

 Delighted to say the new associate minister, Catherine McBride will be arriving in early May and  

licensed in  St Peter's. 

The broken flagpole will be replaced, and we should soon have the new audio visual system. 
 

Two forthcoming events:   

 

• a representative from Surrey Wildlife Trust will be giving a talk on plants and insects in the churchyard,   

     on 26 June, Tim Parker will be writing about this.  
 
  

• there is a plan to celebrate the opening of the Olympics on  27 July, more details follow from Roger Matthews. 

 

PARISH & PEOPLE 

M 
any congratulations to Winton Dean as he 

celebrates his 96th birthday this month and to 

Joan Vickery clocking up her 92nd.  Joan has 

been a patient in Milford Hospital for the past few 

weeks and has recently moved into residential care in 

Grayshott.  We send our good wishes to both. 

Joan Lee, who worshipped at St Peter’s Church 

for many years, died in December 2011 at Eastbury 

Manor Nursing Home in Compton.  John Postill con-

ducted her funeral service on December 20th in Ham-

bledon with burial in the churchyard.  Joan lived in 

Enton, so was not generally known in Hambledon vil-

lage but some years back she was a regular attender at 

the 8.00am Communion Service, served on the PCC, 

was instrumental in getting a path through the Hamble-

don churchyard and generously met the cost of the 

work.  Her family have provided us with the text used 

at her memorial service held in Compton church on 

January 21st, which has been edited for us to use in the 

magazine (see page 17). 

Chris Maclay will be leaving his parish in Wash-

ington and Ashington in West Sussex during this sum-

mer to take up a chaplaincy at the English Church in 

Versailles.  The family are all very excited at the pros-

pect of this move and Hambledon friends and 

neighbours send their good wishes as they end their 7 

years in Sussex to take up this new challenge. 

It is good to have Edna Atkins back with us in 

Hambledon after spending several weeks in Wellington, 

New Zealand with her son Paul and his  family.      

Residents of Hambledon well remember Paul when he 

was an active member of Hambledon Youth Fellowship 

and it is good to know that all is well with Paul and 

Faith Atkins and their sons. 
 

Philip and Pauline Underwood have just returned 

from Copenhagen for the christening of their third 

granddaughter, Sofia, second child of Christopher and 

Christina, who were married in Hambledon Church. 

Karin Sehmer, wife of Jamie, of the Village Shop, 

will be installed as High Sheriff of Surrey for 2012-13 

on 30th March during Evensong at Guildford Cathe-

dral. For those interested in attending and supporting 

her and Jamie, the ceremony is at 5.30 p.m. 

Kate Creighton and Graham Walker announce 

that they are to be married on 17th March in Fernhurst, 

and then heading out to live in Muscat, Oman for three 

years. We wish them a wonderful marriage and enjoy-

able life in Muscat and beyond.  Kate also writes: “We 

are keeping our house in Lane End, and hope to rent it 

out so that we can return to Hambledon in due course. 

And we would of course love to see anyone who hap-

pens to be passing through Oman. PS if you know any-

one who wants to rent an unfurnished house, please do 

point them in our direction! Kate” 
 

Following the recent upheaval with travel and 

snow we have been most grateful to those who put  

effort into keeping us on the move.  The roads through 

the village were passable from the word ‘go’ and none 

of us take this for granted. 

And finally if you have no outlet for used stamps 

the Wey and Arun Canal Trust are very grateful for 

them.  Pat Williams is happy to send stamps to the trust  

– please leave at either church or shop. 
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thanks of the village to the county council and its grit-

ting team and to Peter Knight and his snow plough.  
 

■ On behalf of the Parish 

Council, Stewart Payne 

has complained to the 

county council about the 

omission of the 503 bus 

service (between Ham-

bledon and Godalming) 

from the facility for on-

line comments on the 

review of local bus ser-

vices. In reply, the Prin-

cipal Transport Officer 

has confirmed that con-

cerns about the 503 have 

been registered, that a 

conventional bus service from Hambledon to Godalm-

ing/Guildford on certain days is still on the agenda and 

that the final decision will be taken on 29 May. A copy 

of Hambledon’s response to the consultation – which 

made a strong case for retaining at least a limited bus 

service through Hambledon to Godalming – has been 

sent to Dr Andrew Povey, Hambledon’s Surrey 

County Councillor.  
 

■ The owners of Dunsfold Park have submitted a 

planning application to accommodate an additional 

1,000-plus flights in and out of Dunsfold aerodrome 

over the period of the Olympic Games this summer, 

including over 70 take-offs and landings a day on Sat-

urdays and Sundays. 

The Parish Council pointed out that the only way 

into and out of Dunsfold is by road and that South-

West Surrey’s road structure is already operating to 

capacity. So, many of those arriving at and leaving 

Dunsfold are likely to require helicopters to complete 

their journeys. In the apparent absence of either the 

government or the owners of Dunsfold Park being 

ready to address the pollution and stress that would 

result from the increased aerial and road traffic, the 

Parish Council decided to object to the application.  

T 
here was a long discussion at the meeting on 15 

February about the pros and cons of a Village 

Design Statement (VDS) for Hambledon. The 

council published its Parish Plan in 2003. This has 

proved to be a useful benchmark, but it carries no 

weight in planning terms. Village Design Statements, 

on the other hand, are regarded as “material considera-

tion” by planning authorities. In other words, Waver-

ley Borough Council takes note of them when advising 

on and adjudicating planning applications. 

This suggests that a village design statement for 

Hambledon could help to preserve the essential char-

acteristics and appearance of the village. But the po-

tential benefits have to be weighed against the amount 

of work involved and the often-restraining criteria that 

would have to be met to ensure acceptance of the state-

ment by Waverley.  

It was agreed to further to investigate the pros 

and cons and that the Parish Council would decide at 

its next meeting whether or not to recommend prepar-

ing a VDS for Hambledon. 
 

■ Surrey County Council’s local committee in Waver-

ley includes a task force to help the committee develop 

an annual work programme. 

Mike Parry represents Ham-

bledon Parish Council on the 

task force and attended its 

February meeting at which 

he suggested that the Ham-

bledon Road, including 

Land End/Malthouse Lane, 

was long overdue for resur-

facing.  

Apparently this stretch 

of road through Hambledon 

is not included in the county 

council’s already-agreed highways programme for 

2012, so the Parish Council will press for this work to 

be financed from reserve 

funds and undertaken 

before the end of the cal-

endar year.      

 On a more posi-

tive note, as a number of 

people had commented 

on improvements in grit-

ting and snow clearance 

during the February cold 

weather, the Parish Coun-

cil has passed on the 

Designs on a statementDesigns on a statementDesigns on a statementDesigns on a statement    

Does Hambledon need a village design statement? The answer is not all 

that obvious, as the parish council discovered at its latest meeting 

 
Hambledon 

Parish Council 

Mike Parry 

A number of 

people 

commented on 

improvements in 

gritting and snow 

clearance in the 

cold weather 

Stewart Payne 

■ This year’s Parish AssemblyParish AssemblyParish AssemblyParish Assembly is on Thursday 19 
April, starting at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. As 
always, everyone welcome – and particularly 
those who have recently arrived in the village as 
the Assembly is an excellent way of meeting peo-
ple and catching up on what goes on in Hamble-
don. The agenda and full details will be published 
in next month’s magazine. 
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What’s happenin
g . . . ..around the

 village
What’s happenin

g . . . ..around the
 village

What’s happenin
g . . . ..around the

 village
What’s happenin

g . . . ..around the
 village    

                  

Coffee Morning Coffee Morning Coffee Morning Coffee Morning  
            

Tuesday 20th March, at 11am, in the Church Room  
                      and the third Tuesday each month 
 

All welcome - do come 
                     More information from Jacqui Rook 01428-684390 

Calling Mums, babies & toddlers Calling Mums, babies & toddlers Calling Mums, babies & toddlers Calling Mums, babies & toddlers     

Julia and Ronnie bring us the March update for the lively Toddler Group  

The friendly baby and toddler group meets 

most Wednesdays in Hambledon Village Hall 

from 10am to 11.30am. There are a variety of 

toys for all ages, dressing up, ride-ons and a 

baby area. We organise weekly activities for 

the children. We also serve tea and coffee and 

end the session with music-time.. 

Come and try it! All are most welcome  

The dates for March 2012 are Weds 7th, 

14th and 28th March (we don't meet on the 

3rd Wednesday of the month)  

The cost is £1 for under 1 year olds and 

£2 for over 1 year olds.          
 

For more info:     

please call Julia on 01483 415764 

                                    Hambletots Hambletots Hambletots Hambletots     

  Toddler  Toddler  Toddler  Toddler    

    Group    Group    Group    Group    

Celebrate Mothering Sunday 18th March    Celebrate Mothering Sunday 18th March    Celebrate Mothering Sunday 18th March    Celebrate Mothering Sunday 18th March        
 

How ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its name:      During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen  
or working as live-in servants were allowed only one holiday a year on which to visit their families.  
This special day became a day of family rejoicing, and the Lenten fast was broken.  In some places the day 
was called Simnel Day, because of the sweet cakes called simnel cakes traditionally eaten that day. 

 

WAGs Wednesday Afternoon Group 
 

Our next meeting is to be held onOur next meeting is to be held onOur next meeting is to be held onOur next meeting is to be held on    
        

Wednesday 21st March Wednesday 21st March Wednesday 21st March Wednesday 21st March     
at 12.30pm,at 12.30pm,at 12.30pm,at 12.30pm, in the Village Hall in the Village Hall in the Village Hall in the Village Hall    

Researching Harry WarmanResearching Harry WarmanResearching Harry WarmanResearching Harry Warman    
Talk by David ParkerTalk by David ParkerTalk by David ParkerTalk by David Parker    

Do please come and join in the fun.   Everyone welcome Do please come and join in the fun.   Everyone welcome Do please come and join in the fun.   Everyone welcome Do please come and join in the fun.   Everyone welcome –––– bring a friend  bring a friend  bring a friend  bring a friend         
 

Jan Kilsby 01483 423637,  Joyce Dougans 01428 687851  or Julie Atkin 01428 684519   
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 7:30pm for 8:00pm  

VILLAGE HALL, WEDNESDAY, 21st MARCH, 2012 

ANNABEL WATTS, known affectionately as “The Allingham Lady” and noted for her discovery of the  

collection of 55 Helen Allingham watercolours later to become known as “The Marley Collection”, is  

our key speaker at the Hambledon Heritage Society AGM. 
 

Annabel will be sharing her research and practical experience on another area of her expertise  

by giving  

“An Illustrated Talk on the Different Seasons at Munstead Wood, Gertrude Jekyll's Garden”. 
 

Please join Annabel, the Heritage Society Committee and members for an informative, social and fun evening. 

Refreshments, light snacks and our famous raffle will be available, all for a small donation. Entrance and the il-

lustrated talk are offered free as part of the Society’s aim to encourage current and new members to support OUR 

VILLAGE HERITAGE. 
 

The 2012 AGM will offer every opportunity for members of the audience to ask questions of Annabel and hope-

fully add to our Heritage Society development, supporting current and future generations’ interest and research 

about our village and its environs. 
 

If you would you like to know more about the Heritage Society or wish to join the Heritage Committee, contact 

Julie Steele on 01428-682853. 

SPRING CONCERT 
Saturday 31st March, at 7.30pm,   

  Great Hall. Charterhouse GU7 2DX  
 

Poulenc: Gloria,    Duruflé: Requiem,   Fauré: Pavane  

 

Conductor : Michael Veazey  

Soprano : Sarah Barnes,    Mezzo : Rebecca Lodge  

Godalming Choral Sinfonia Orchestra  

Manager: Ruth Cooper, Leader: Harry Kerr  
    

Tickets £13 (students £8), from Record Corner, Pound Lane, Godalming  
or Guildford Tourist Information Centre,155 High Street, Guildford  (01483 444333 www.visitguildford.com),  

choir members, at the door or tel: 07505 203468.  

For more details  www.godalmingchoral.org.uk   Registered Charity No. 254800 

    

Easter at St Peter’s ChurchEaster at St Peter’s ChurchEaster at St Peter’s ChurchEaster at St Peter’s Church    
6th April Good Friday    11.00 am Good Friday meditation 

  

  

7th April Easter Eve      4.00 pm  Easter Garden Service  

followed by Easter Egg Hunt 
 

                    8th April Easter Day     9.30am Holy Communion    

11.00am  Easter Celebration for all ages 
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I 
n early February, Julie and I went along to a lovely 

event at Guildford Cathedral. It was a chance to 

see what other funds and charities under the um-

brella of the Community Foundation for Surrey had 

been up to. There was a fantastic photographic display 

showing examples of the ways in which people’s lives 

and surroundings can be im-

proved by communities that care 

for one another and work to-

gether to make things better. 

The photographs showed a 

wealth of activities and projects: 

wildlife groups that had devel-

oped nature trails for school chil-

dren and more accessible tracks 

through local nature reserves; a 

group that ran a befriending service for isolated elderly 

people in their community; youth groups that had set 

up drop-in cafés and clubs for children who would 

otherwise be hanging around on the street at night. 

Another group had bought laptops for the use of their 

local community and were running computer courses 

for the elderly as well as children’s homework clubs in 

their village hall. 

Julie and I were reminded what a great organisa-

tion our community fund belongs to and what caring 

people we have in the background, supporting our 

fund. There are trustees and supporters from all profes-

sions who give up their time freely to help the Com-

munity Foundation for Surrey in whatever way they 

can. You mustn’t forget that these same people are 

also willing to share their connections, knowledge and 

experience of running and funding community based 

projects with you and your group, too. Should you 

need their advice, you can contact them either through 

us or directly, using the details given on page 27.  

 

Hambledon’s own supportive groups 
You don’t have to look far in Hambledon to find simi-

lar groups of caring, knowledgeable and supportive 

people. They’re everywhere, beavering away, giving 

their time freely and happily to make Hambledon such 

a special little place to live in. 

We’d very much like to thank Alison Martin for 

hosting, and Derek Miller and their group for inviting 

us, to such a lovely supper last week. Over some fabu-

lous home-cooking, we discussed how the community 

fund works, what kind of help we are able to give the 

village and the sort of support we need to make the 

fund grow and become more productive in the commu-

nity. With a better understanding of how things work, 

the group came up with several ideas for fund-raising 

and supporting us.  

As relative newcomers to the village, Julie and I 

are still very much learning who does what, where and 

when! Our lack of Hambledon knowledge has made it 

a little harder to help the community fund become es-

tablished and make things work. 

It, therefore, meant a lot to us to 

be offered help by such a well-

established, active group of car-

ing individuals, who love our 

village, have its best interests at 

heart and have lived here for over 

100 years (between them!).  

As I looked around the table at 

the smiling faces and heard hu-

morous stories of village goings-on, past and present, I 

was reminded once again what a lovely place this is to 

live. Although we are spoiled by having such a pictur-

esque setting, it is the people who make a place really 

special. 
 

Hambledon Community Fund Olympic Games 
As part of our on-going fund-raising campaign, we’re 

looking forward to running a mini Olympics at the 

village fete in June. There will be more details about 

events and how to enter in future editions of the parish 

magazine and in the village shop. For now, suffice to 

say we’ll be leaving the traditional track-and-field 

events to the real Olympians. So, boil up some eggs 

and polish your spoons, dust of a potato sack and 

pump up your space hopper to begin getting your fam-

ily in training to win gold! 

What makes a communityWhat makes a communityWhat makes a communityWhat makes a community    

Katherine Evans and Julie Llewelyn report from their visit to a show case of projects that have been set up 

with the help of the Community Foundation for Surrey 

 

The BBC’s coverage of the 2012 Olympic Games 
will offer churches an open door to engage with 
their communities. This includes the freedom to 
show broadcasts at big screen events without 
needing a special licence. 

The assurance was made by Tim Plyming, 
BBC Project Executive for London 2012 Digital 
Olympics, when addressing media professionals 
at the recent conference of the Church and Me-
dia Network. 

Anyone with a television licence will be free 
to show transmissions, Tim explained, “so long 
as the content is not changed or charged for”. 
Even then, BBC broadcasts may be shown at an 
event  such as a barbecue, where an admission 
charge is made to cover food. 
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W 
ell, winter did come, and with a vengeance! 

Did we really think or even hope that the 

unseasonal mild January and February 

would last? Earthworm, ever the pessimist, knew of 

course that it wouldn’t, or couldn’t. Those poor plants 

that burst in to flower – primroses, violets and cow-

slips – were properly caught out and crumpled in the 

cold. The shrubs that had produced nice plump shoots 

were blackened, and the camellias, in full bloom were 

“scorched” to a brown mush. Oh dear!  

Will they all recover Earthworm wonders? Na-

ture does have an uncanny way of remedying unfore-

seen events so perhaps we should try to be optimistic.  

The early-planted vegetables have also looked 

none too happy, drooping broad beans and an end to 

the perpetual spinach. But, who knows, with a small 

rise in temperatures again the beans may yet stand up 

and the spinach sprout. 

Of course, the timing of the snow-fall was not 

quite right for the half-term holidays. The weekend fall 

did provide some good tobogganing, and got the dads 

out, but the melt had started at the same time as most 

of the half-terms. 

Talking of half term, Earthworm wonders why 

there cannot be some sort of synchronization of this 

thrice-yearly school interruption. Could the private 

sector not just try to co-ordinate with the state system? 

For those parents who perhaps educate their children 

in the state system but teach in the private sector (and 

it seems as though there are quite a number), or those 

who do educational courses, it poses huge child-

minding problems. Earthworm would willingly try to 

provide a co-ordinating system. It would mean getting 

his head down in the compost heap for a few days, but 

surely a solution should not be beyond the realms of 

national possibility. There might even be other volun-

teers willing to get something going? 

Earthworm is always a bit sad when a very cold 

snap comes, the ponds freeze, but the thaw starts just 

before it is safe to skate on the ice locally. The Dutch 

were delighted as their famous Leeuwarden Elfsteden-

tocht, the 200km (124 mile) skating race, nearly hap-

pened this year, the first time since 1986. But it was 

called off on 8 February, as the ice was not thick 

enough (6 inches) for whole route. This wonderful feat 

along the Dutch canals dates back to the 17th century, 

but the actual race was first held in 1909. It passes 

through 11 town centres and is a truly rough ride for 

the rugged, bearded, ruddy-cheeked men who dare to 

try to complete this grueling race; and 16,000 were due 

to have tried! 

Earthworm just likes to imagine what the start 

must be like, in the dark, two hours before dawn. The 

race takes about seven hours. Who knows, perhaps 

next year it will happen? 

Whatever the beauty of a snow-fall – and the 

wonderful silence and whiteness of the countryside is a 

fabulous spectacle – Earthworm has to admit that he 

does waggle his tail with pleasure when the thermome-

ter again starts to rise. 

Cold snap bitesCold snap bitesCold snap bitesCold snap bites    

Belatedly, Earthworm did suffer some winter of discontent, but at least it gave him an opportunity to 

ponder a famous skating race in The Netherlands and the oddities of half-term holidays in England 

 

Around the churches 
■ Bishops are calling on congregations throughout 
the UK to buy the Real Easter Egg Real Easter Egg Real Easter Egg Real Easter Egg in 2012 by order-
ing it online*, after supermarkets failed to order 
sufficient quantities of the UK’s only faith-based 
Easter egg. The Real Easter Egg is the first and only 
Fairtrade Easter egg to explain the Easter story on 
the box and give money to charity. Morrison’s, 
Booths, Coop and Waitrose later changed their 
mind and decided to trial The Real Easter Egg for 
Easter 2011. They all sold out within days.    
* www.realeasteregg.co.ukwww.realeasteregg.co.ukwww.realeasteregg.co.ukwww.realeasteregg.co.uk    
 
 

■ The head of a Christian dating websiteChristian dating websiteChristian dating websiteChristian dating website has called 
for higher standards and ethics and greater scru-
tiny of the burgeoning online dating industry. More 
than half of all UK single people have used or in-
tend to use dating sites. But while meeting online 

has   resulted   in   thousands   of   marriages    and 

successful relationships, a growing number of peo-
ple are experiencing difficulties. Jackie Elton, who 
runs www.christianconnection.co.uk – created in 
2000 and now the leading UK Christian dating site 
– was responding to recent coverage on BBC Radio 
4’s You and Yours programme. “There is a real lack 
of transparency,” said Jackie. “People know very 
little about the sites they join and how they operate. 
There can be misleading claims about numbers 
and the type of people they are likely to meet.” 
 

■The search to find more than 800 volunteers to 
act as Games PastorsGames PastorsGames PastorsGames Pastors during the London 2012 
Games has begun. Games Pastors will be deployed 
at main transport hubs and where large crowds 
gather. Their roll is to respond to the practical and 
spiritual needs of an estimated extra 800,000 peo-
ple as they visit London and other Games locations 
next summer.   
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F 
ollowing the success of the 

first Hambledon Ladies 

Breakfast, we had to find a 

bigger place. The Merry Harriers, 

where we met the first time, had 

done us proud and we are very 

grateful to them. 

      In the West Surrey Golf 

Club, 50 ladies were in for a treat. 

It being the Burns season, a won-

derful Scottish piper played while walking around the 

tables.     
         

What a    

surprise! 
               

The  

porridge was 

delicious,  

followed by 

S c o t t i s h 

p a n c a k e s , 

bacon and 

maple syrup. 

Jennifer Rees Larcombe, a mother of six en-

tertained us with stories of her life. Through illness, 

she was in a wheelchair and in constant pain. After 

eight years she was healed following a simple 

prayer said by a young Christian at a meeting in 

Haslemere. What a story! 

She has written several books and now runs a 

centre, Beauty from Ashes, where people suffering 

from a trauma can find help and peace.                                             

To learn more visit:   

 www.beautyfromashes.co.uk  

2nd Hambledon Ladies Breakfast2nd Hambledon Ladies Breakfast2nd Hambledon Ladies Breakfast2nd Hambledon Ladies Breakfast    

The Second Hambledon Ladies Breakfast was marked by surprise, and a Scottish theme in  

keeping with the recent celebration of Burns Night, a Scottish Breakfast, and a great talk. 

Do come along to our 
  

next Ladies Breakfast  
 

on Saturday 28th April 2012 
 

at 8.30am again at 

West Surrey Golf Club, Enton Green. 
 

Our Guest Speaker is Suzie Perkin 
 

 

Tickets (£8) available at  

the Hambledon Village Shop  

or Sue Blackman on 01428 683871 

 

 

 

All are very welcome – don’t miss out 

on this special event and  

an opportunity to have breakfast  

prepared for YOU! 

    

3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd HAMBLEDON LADIES BREAKFASTHAMBLEDON LADIES BREAKFASTHAMBLEDON LADIES BREAKFASTHAMBLEDON LADIES BREAKFAST    
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The Jubilee Ball  
Saturday 2nd June 2012 

 

Tables are now available at £25.00 per person 
 

To reserve your table contact  

Sue Blackman on Tel. 01428 683871. 

A 
s I write, Oliver Bayne from Vince Cable’s 

Department is spending 2 days in the shop. 

Vince Cable is, as I’m sure you know, Secre-

tary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills and 

President of the Board of Trade; and Oliver is keen to 

see a community shop in action and to find out all 

about how it works, what are our strengths, weak-

nesses and what can the Government do for shops like 

ours. He has also been immensely useful as he has 

already covered for one volunteer who was ill and in 

the morning will be attempting the bake off! He has 

also accompanied Phillip to cash-and-carry, helped 

with the pricing of the goods purchased there and has 

proved to be an all round useful chap. 

  Many thanks to both Andy Morris and Philip 

Underwood for clearing the snow away from the ap-

proach to the shop on the Sunday and following Friday 

when, once again, Hambledon was transformed into a 

winter wonderland. As usual the Shop was here for all 

your needs, offering hot food, hot drinks and a very 

warm welcome. 

  New to the shop this month are Goupie Pies. 

These are made on Alison’s sister’s farm in Goud-

hurst, Kent and after she brought some samples for us 

to try there was no doubt in my  mind that we just had 

to have them! They make a wonderful present to take-

out to dinner or to cheer up a friend. 

  Watercress should be making a welcome return 

shortly, having fallen victim to the frosty weather and 

as Spring approaches we also look forward to more of 

Caroline Oleron’s lovely bunches of Spring flowers. 

Government handsGovernment handsGovernment handsGovernment hands----on help in shopon help in shopon help in shopon help in shop    

Intro here 

 

 

 
The Village ShopThe Village ShopThe Village ShopThe Village Shop    Amanda reports that one of Vince Cable’s staff  helped 

with the cash-and-carry collection, and even the bake-

off.  New pies and spring flowers, and soon watercress. 

I 
t is all coming together. We have now had the first 

meeting of the principals, and the various tasks 

have been delegated. They will be going back to 

their organisations and sorting out the responsibilities 

of their members. Please help them as much as you 

can, a successful fete needs a large number of partici-

pants. 

As well as the Fun Dog Show, we have a Bouncy 

Castle and an Inflatable Slide. The Bric-a-brac will be 

run by John Tidmarsh with his team. Vicki has offered 

to do face painting. We have inside tables for the  

Heritage Society, WAGS, The National Trust and The 

Cellar. Sally Falk and Jenny Henderson will be in 

charge of the Cake Stall. Andy Falk has offered to 

supervise the prize Draw. The Shop will be open, sell-

ing Ice-creams and Drinks and running the Book-stall. 

This is a good start. Many others will want to 

join in. We shall need people to hire tables to sell their 

wares, or show off their business. Like a bazaar. 

The next meeting is at the beginning of March, 

so I would be grateful of further input by then. I can be 

contacted via the Village Shop.   

Philip Underwood reports a strong start in the preparations and invites  

others to join in the preparations for what promises to be great event 

TheTheTheThe    JubileeJubileeJubileeJubilee    VillageVillageVillageVillage    FêteFêteFêteFête    ––––    SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday    2222nd nd nd nd June June June June     
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M 
arch! And just as the plants and birds (and 

us!) thought Spring was on the way, snow – 

ice – freeze – winter drawers on, etc. 

So there was GWJ shaking the moth balls out of 

her summer cotton prints when “wham”! Back out 

came the plus fours and tweed undies! (Scratchy but 

warm I hear). 

  As I write this in February the local weather 

man is telling us that it will be down to -8°C tonight! 

Just the weather for some midnight skinny-dipping in 

the village pond! Any volunteers? If so, I will take the 

photos and provide the hot drinks … and call an ambu-

lance! 

Hope you all enjoyed the Merry Harriers Panto 

“Jack and the Beanstalk”. A real Hoot! And I am 

copying a tape from the Saturday performance on to 

DVD, which will be on sale at the Harriers. All pro-

ceeds to the Football Club. 

Hambledon Heritage Society presents their AGM 

on the 21st of March at 7.30pm. Annabel Watts will 

give a talk entitled “An Illustrated Talk on the Differ-

ent Seasons and Munstead Wood – Gertrude Jekyll’s 

Garden”. Wine and munchies will be provided as will 

our famous raffle! Do turn up. 

Ever heard of “cold stratification”? Nope, nor 

me, but it seems to have provided a new Fingerpost at 

Hydestile Crossroads! – see article opposite.      Ross 

Behind you!Behind you!Behind you!Behind you!    

Ross, like us all, is aware of the vagaries of the seasons, yet    

appears to have a thing about what might be lurking in shadows 
or brilliant light. He offers tips for the Digital TV switchover. 

Ross’s Advice on the digital switchRoss’s Advice on the digital switchRoss’s Advice on the digital switchRoss’s Advice on the digital switch----overoveroverover    
So you don’t have to phone me at home!! 

1. If you get your local news from Meridian or South 
Today, you will lose one analogue channel on 29 
Feb. and the rest on 14th March. Your digital tv or 
freeview box will need retuning. [except see P.S.* 
2. If you get your local news from London, you will 
lose one analogue channel on the 4th of April and 
the rest on 18th April. Your digital tv or freeview 
box will need retuning. 
3. If you are in the Wonersh area and you get your 
signal from the Barnet Hill transmitter, you will lose 
one channel on the 4th of April and the rest on 18 
April. 
4. You must have a digital TV or freefiew box before 
the last switch-off date or you will lose all channels. 
5. If you have Sky, or a freesat box you need do 
nothing.  
* P.S. If you are on “Hannington transmitter” 
Hydestile, Enton, and parts of Milford, you are 
probably now watching a blank screen, as it turned 
off analogue transmissions on 8 and 22 Feb. 
   Any problems please phone Robertson on  
01483 892207. I will leave some freeview station 
lists at the shop. 
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H 
ow long does it take to grow a fingerpost from 

seed? About a year, it seems, as they are ex-

tremely difficult to germinate. 

About a year ago Busbridge parish council ordered a 

replacement for the post at Hydestile crossroads be-

cause the existing one had started giving stranger and 

stranger directions as its letters fell off. 

Chiddingfold became “Cl”, Dunsfold “Du” and Mil-

ford disappeared altogether. Ross and Jan Kilsby, who 

live closest to the signpost, became quite fed up with 

people knocking on their door at all hours asking for 

directions and word spread about this most confused 

and confusing fingerpost. 

Its moment of fame came when it appeared on 

national television.  It was shown on Location Loca-

tion Location, presumably to suggest how the house in 

Salt Lane that they were featuring was really in the 

middle of nowhere. 

But what had happened to the new post? There 

was no sign of it at all. 

What nobody had realised was like many Peren-

nials, they need freezing (or cold stratification) to ger-

minate.  And so, on February 2nd , the coldest day of 

the year, it broke through the frozen ground and 

Hydestile crossroads now has its shiny new fingerpost. 

 

Hambledon survives,Hambledon survives,Hambledon survives,Hambledon survives,    elsewhere revivedelsewhere revivedelsewhere revivedelsewhere revived    
 

John Graves, Chairman of Busbridge parish council, brings us  

this gardening classic putting Busbridge back on the map, and 

also featuring for good measure our one and only Ross and Jan. 

Derek reports on a replacement, owing to snow,  

for the original route, along unfamiliar paths.  
It proved a good choice 

A figure of eight walk A figure of eight walk A figure of eight walk A figure of eight walk     

H 
aving  considered the possibility of ice still 

remaining in the car park at our intended 

starting point it was decided to opt for an  

alternative walk, and very interesting it proved to be... 

We parked in the car park in Church Lane,  

Witley and from their Jenny led us, via paths not     

familiar even to lifelong residents of the area, to Mil-

ford  Railway Station  and on through  Tuesley Farm.   

The farm’s size only becomes apparent when 

walking through it, as so little is seen from the road. 

The walk eventually took us over West Surrey 

Golf Club, onwards past Enton Hall and eventually 

back to Witley where we availed ourselves of  suste-

nance and liquid refreshment at the White Hart Inn. 

 Suitably refreshed we tackled the second loop of 

the figure of eight course – it must be confessed that 

some of the ‘younger’ and more energetic of our group 

managed a larger loop than some others. 

Yet again we must thank Jenny for putting to-

gether an alternative walk at short notice. 

    

Next Walk   Tuesday  13th  March   Next Walk   Tuesday  13th  March   Next Walk   Tuesday  13th  March   Next Walk   Tuesday  13th  March       
Meet at the Village Hall at 9.00am 

Leader Leader Leader Leader Jenny CaddyJenny CaddyJenny CaddyJenny Caddy    
The walk will be in the Blackheath Area The walk will be in the Blackheath Area The walk will be in the Blackheath Area The walk will be in the Blackheath Area     
lunch at William IV pub - Little London. 

    

Short Walk   Tuesday 27th March Short Walk   Tuesday 27th March Short Walk   Tuesday 27th March Short Walk   Tuesday 27th March     
Meet at the Village hall at 2.00pm 

Leader Leader Leader Leader Mary ParkerMary ParkerMary ParkerMary Parker    
Further information from: 

Derek Miller Tel: 01428 684362 
Mary Parker Tel: 01483 860339 

  

Ramblers 

Hambledon 
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Peter GardnerPeter GardnerPeter GardnerPeter Gardner and  and  and  and John Taylor  John Taylor  John Taylor  John Taylor      

T 
hey were born within a year of each other in 

1920 and 1919 respectively and their lives ran 

on parallel lines most of the time, starting in 

the London area and ending in the countryside.  

For many years they lived in adjacent roads in    

Wormley. 

During the war they both served under General 

Montgomery in the North Africa campaign as two of 

the famous Desert Rats. After the evacuation from 

Tobruk, they were in Italy for a time, en route for 

home. Later they took part in the Normandy landings, 

going over in the second wave of invasion forces. 

Their professional lives also ran along similar 

lines, Peter being an architect and John a surveyor. 

These allied professions led them to work in nearby 

offices in Verulam Buildings, in Gray’s Inn. They 

travelled up from Witley station, going and returning 

at approximately the same time and probably often on 

the same train. 

And yet they never knew each other until they 

became members of Hambledon Church, where Peter 

was organist and John in charge of “free will offer-

ing”, and both fully involved in church activities. 

Their retirements were very happy ones as they 

were both countrymen at heart and worked hard in 

their gardens. They also did a lot of D.I.Y. at which 

they both excelled. They lived to enjoy their diamond 

wedding anniversaries and died within two years of 

each other. 

Now they have both gone to be with the Lord 

they loved and served so well. They are very much 

missed by all the members of their families and most 

of all by their wives Brenda and Rae, whose lives they 

shared for over 60 very happy years. 

Brenda Gardner writes about two coincidences: 

two of Monty’s Desert Rats who did not meet 
until they came to Hambledon Church 

John TaylorJohn TaylorJohn TaylorJohn Taylor    Peter Gardner Peter Gardner Peter Gardner Peter Gardner     

OOOO    
Lawyers force Café ���� Lympic  

Magpie chirps a plaintive spring song of frozen work on our brickworks        

mansion (Russian football managers coming in?), of snow driving, and the    
bottomless Olympic pit filling laywers’ coffers but draining the nation’s  

I 
 hear that all work on our new mansion on our 

brickworks site has stopped until the spring…. 

Why? I would have thought that speed would have 

been of the essence to build it, and then move in the 

Russian football manager – oh sorry – I mean the 

“quintessential English people” that we have been 

promised by the property developer. 

I wonder if anybody else shares my suspicion 

and distrust of those nice property developers? Most of 

us will have been touched by their actions at some 

time in our lives. Keep an eye on Hambledon Hurst!! 

Did you enjoy driving in the snow? I was told a 

few ideas for driving in icy conditions (apart from 

buying a land-rover): 
 

Use a front wheel drive car 
Don’t use those trendy thin, wide low tread tyres 
Always carry a phone 
Try to keep to A roads and avoid motorways. 

The AA tells me that the most common make of 

vehicle to get stuck in the snow is a BMW…       

something to do with the driver and his choice of tyres 

I hear. Any comments to the Editor please. Oh, and 

they say that apart from 4x4 vehicles, a 2CV. Citroen 

is the best in the snow… 

As the “bottomless pit” is slowly filled with 

money to fund the coming Olympics, it seems that 

over-zealous lawyers have been busy protecting the 

“official sponsors”?? of the Olympics, by cracking 

down on businesses who dare to use the name 

“Olympic” in their names, and have amassed 150 pho-

tographs of businesses that have “Olympic” in their 

names from “Olympic Kebab” to “Olympic Carwash” 

and even “Olympic Sewing Machine Repair” Café 

Olympic in Stratford East London was told to change 

its name or face litigation. Brilliantly it knocked the 

“O” off and became “Lympic Café”. Problem solved. 

Do you agree with cutting the police force – closing 

wards and cutting staff in hospitals – welfare payments 

–  libraries and all the others,  yet throwing  billions at 

the Olympic Games?                                        Magpie 
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S 
he was one of three sisters – Yvonne, mother to 

Frances and me; Mary, mother to Margaret, 

Michael and David; and Joan. The background 

– just after the First World War – must have been one 

of enormous relief that it was over, and a certain de-

gree of confidence that the world had settled down. 

  The family lived at Crondall, Surrey, at Itchel 

Manor. Tragedy struck – the house caught fire. Aunt 

Joan was left with ineradicable memories of the 

house’s total destruction. She in nightclothes, on the 

lawn with the white cockatoo in its cage, while the 

horse-drawn fire-engine pumped water out of the lake. 

That was her first awakening that life is uncertain. 

  The family had moved to Dogmersfield, but her 

father, Claud Anson – forceful, a bit of a showman –  

dreamt of achieving great enterprises, such as taking 

on Tarmac to contract for making the WW2 airfields. 

However, his dreams meant going bust in the effort.  

  When he continued to fail, the atmosphere at 

home became oppressive. Aunt Joan  married a Dutch-

man, Jon, a few years older than she was. She moved 

to Enton, and she cared for her grandfather, bombed 

out of London in the Second World War. 

  Uncle Jon was an import/export merchant, and 

financially life was precarious. While not demonstra-

tive in their affection,  they were happy together. They 

went frequently to Holland, and she learnt to speak 

Dutch fluently. Their shared enjoyment was rough 

shooting over sugar-beet-settling beds. I relished Aunt 

Joan’s pragmatic approach: if rising early, how sensi-

ble to save time by eating breakfast the night before!  

  When Uncle Jon’s health started to fail, they set 

up a glass-table-mat production at Enton: their sets of 

birds and flowers selling in Burlington Arcade.  He 

was a smoker: his lungs rebelled, and he became more 

and more ill at the local hospital. When he died, Aunt 

Joan might have felt that he was peaceful at last, but 

after all her devotion, her loss was heart-rending – a 

gaping emptiness, which only someone who has lost 

can recognise. It could be said that hell is not a fiery or 

frozen pit of punishment, but a deprivation of someone 

to love and someone who loves you.  

The Church gave her great comfort.  There were 

strains on Aunt Joan, of loneliness and of loss of pur-

pose. But she knew how to find company: she loved 

her dogs for their companionship, affection and es-

cape. Now they gave her an entrée to a wider world of 

gun-dog trials, and gundog-work out shooting. It gave 

reason and excuse to keep in regular touch with 

friends. Towards her companionable dogs, she was 

conversational, briskly telling some adventuring crea-

ture to return to its bed, “off you go and boil, dear”.  

  We never heard her sound sorry for herself; life 

was optimistic, up-beat and busy.  I admired her skills. 

In gardening: she had sweet peas flowering for the 

anniversary of her mother’s birthday; made hutches to 

house the dogs, under the kitchen units. Her prodi-

gious bottling and jam-making benefitted many, and 

her singular cooking skills, included unsurpassable 

Nasi Goreng, and famous chocolate fudge. Up to leav-

ing Enton, she continued weekly Carpentry classes; 

and in Dressmaking classes, made her own clothes.  

  Her Scottish holidays were a highlight of her 

year: grouse shooting, dog work, and dog walks, 

friends around her.  She was sympathetic to river tales, 

and a trencherman when salmon were caught.  

  In her Scottish visits she stayed with us when 

Lavender and I were in the Borders. While she and 

Lavender did sewing, we laughed over Aunt Joan’s 

tales of her Father’s aeroplane landing in a muddy 

French field; of her queasy dislike of these flights, and 

when, preparing for take-off in poor weather, the 

French airport controller announced that the airport 

was closed ‘except for the mad Englishman’, whose 

light plane promptly took off. We remember these 

affectionate visits with so much pleasure.  

  Aunt Joan could reminisce with astonishing 

lack of grudge for the difficulties of her childhood and 

married life, never speaking ill of anyone. She had a 

strong sense of right and (unacceptable) wrong – a 

moral stance drawn from her unassailable Christian 

faith. That faith sustained her throughout her life.  

 She was on Hambledon Church PCC, contribut-

ing to churchyard upkeep. In that Churchyard she now 

rests, with Uncle Jon, after a Funeral Service, so sym-

pathetically taken by John Postill, on December 20th.  

  Her last years must have been difficult – so 

used to freedom, constant exercise with her dogs, open 

spaces and wild-life. Eastbury Manor have said how 

gentle and courteous she was. I am so sorry that they 

only saw her in her final years, and could not enjoy her 

company, as she once was – optimistic, generous, hos-

pitable, and endlessly active. Their care of her was 

exemplary:  we are so grateful.  

  There’s quite a roll-call of dogs over the years: 

Mark, Major, Benjie, Venus, Juno, Magic, Clover, 

Brisk, Pearl, Bunting, Flag, Banner, Cuckoo, Kiwi, 

Willow, Vesta, Velvet, Plume, Perra, Penny, Shandy, 

and Tiggy [our Wedding present from her]. I am sure 

there is rejoicing that Aunt Joan is with them again.  

The Address given by John Buckland at the Thanksgiving  

Service for his Aunt Joan, on 21 January 2012.  A faithful 
member of St Peter’s Hambledon, and lady of many talents  

Joan LeeJoan LeeJoan LeeJoan Lee:::: a super aunt,  a super aunt,  a super aunt,  a super aunt, 1919191919191919----2011201120112011    
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Senior Fixtures 
The first game will be a League Friendly XI playing on Saturday  21 April, at home against 

Guildford 3rd.XI. The first league game will be on Sunday  29 April at home against Westcott. 

The first Non-League game will be on Sunday 22 April at home against Uplands. Anyone who 

would like to play, or help in other ways (eg, making teas or umpiring), please contact the 

captains.  

Colts 
We plan to operate under the England and Wales Cricket Board “Safe Hands Policy” with Surrey 

County Council to promote child welfare and protection. 

The colts coaching sessions are as follows 

SATURDAY MORNINGS (10.00 – 12.00) FROM 14 APRIL to 21 JULY FOR UNDER 9s 
and UNDER 11s. Also probably MONDAY EVENINGS (6.30 – 8.00) FROM 16 APRIL to 23 

JULY FOR UNDER 13s.  
Signing-on and practice will start on the cricket green on Saturday 14 April for the under 9s and 

under 11s and on Monday night 16 April for under 13s. The age groups will be run /by the 

following: 
Under 13s Team Manager Simon Rhodes, tel 01428 682401 (mobile 07850 832054) 

Under 11s Team Manager Eddie Wood.  
Under 9s Team Manager to be announced 

We need your help with coaching, as team managers and as volunteers for all age groups 
If you are a colts dad or mum, we need your help. Please call Simon Rhodes (01428 682401), 

Caroline Tristem (01428 685455) or Bob Cunningham (07768 374 921).  

The season runs from mid April through to July and generally involves training each Saturday 

morning or a weekday evening. There will be matches at the weekend on Sunday morning and in 

the evenings during the week. 

Training for helpers can be given by the club coaches and managers under the Surrey County 

Council’s guidance. 

If any parent would like to take up coaching for Hambledon Colts, the cricket club will sponsor 

them for the ECB Coaching course. Please call the colts managers for more details. 

Equipment 
The club is able to supply most equipment. However, it is obviously far better if colts are able to 

bring their own equipment.  

We are also keen to welcome new players of all ages to the club, so please mention it to friends at 

school and encourage them to come along.  

Dads, we are continuing with the senior part of the club with a League XI playing in the local 

Village League. This is a very friendly but competitive league, so if you fancy turning out please 

don’t hesitate to contact the captain. Also don’t forget we also run Friendly XIs during the season. 

Should you require any information about the club, please call the club captain, Martin Johnson 

(01483 452811), the secretary, Bruce Sleep (01428 684454), or our president, Mic. Coleman 

(01428 682977). 

Fund Raising 
The Cricket Club still has to raise funds to pay off £4,000 of the loan that we have with Surrey 

County Playing Fields Association when we built the new pavilion in 2004. 

 We aim to run the “The 200 Club” again in 2012 and we hope all those who took part in last 

year’s four draws will choose to participate again. Please contact Bruce Sleep (01428 684454) if 

you are interested or require further information. 

Hambledon Cricket Club has its own web site. You can find us on  www.hambledon.play-

cricket.com 

Arthur Blackman, Chairman 

Hambledon Cricket ClubHambledon Cricket ClubHambledon Cricket ClubHambledon Cricket Club    
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Dons on song off pitchDons on song off pitchDons on song off pitchDons on song off pitch    

Good news off the pitch for Hambledon’s football club. It has secured a sponsorship 

deal (see box) and has submitted grant applications for its new clubhouse. Pity about 

what’s happened on the pitch, though, as club skipper Matt Kiley reports 

Sponsorship deal for Dons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
■ Hambledon FC is very pleased to announce a 
sponsorship deal with Chantries.  
Chantries is an independent estate agent  
dedicated to providing a tailor-made service and 
are passionate about selling the finest properties 
in Guildford, Surrey and the Surrounding area.  
Anyone interested in selling their house should 
contact Chris Dean at Chantries  
quoting Hambledon FC for a discount.  
Chris Dean 01483 405222  
cdean@chanties.net.  

form – one save from Will Grove was a particular 

highlight. With the Dons being frustrated, worse was 

too come when the young Pirbright substitute mishit a 

shot on the edge of the penalty area and it spun over 

the stranded goalkeeper into the top corner. 

The Dons pushed forward in search of an equal-

iser, with Nick Brown hitting the post. Then the Pir-

bright keeper saved when the forwards were clean 

through, so the Dons succumbed to another defeat. 

They still have the League cup game to come against 

Surrey University and with games in hand will look to 

finish the season on a high. One thing is for sure, 

though – the team will have to hand back the league 

winner’s trophy this season. 

Hambledon FC can now be found on twitter for 

all up to date news and results. Please follow 

@hambledonFC. 

 
■ In February’s magazine, we should have said that 

the trophy played for in the President’s game was the 

George Luxford Trophy. Thanks to those who pointed 

out the error.  

T 
hings are very much in motion off the pitch at 

the football club regarding funding applications 

for the new clubhouse. Final applications are 

now in at the Football Foundation, with Sport England 

to follow. We have been receiving great help from 

Surrey FA in our quest for a new clubhouse and we are 

also very thankful to everyone in Hambledon who is 

supporting this project – especially the Merry Harriers, 

who donated the proceeds from its very successful 

pantomime. Hopefully, we will have some good news 

to announce in the coming months regarding the grant 

applications. 

Back on the pitch, the Dons have been hit by the 

recent cold snap with few games in Surrey surviving 

the recent snowy weather. One game that did go ahead 

a few weeks ago was against Pirbright. Whether or not 

it should have was another matter. The conditions 

were freezing conditions and the pitch was still very 

hard in places. But the referee said ‘let’s play’.  

The Dons started brightly. They were too much 

for the Pirbright back four and were soon one up when 

Adam Rodgers beat the Pirbright ’keeper to the ball to 

stab home. But the Dons were unable to add to their 

lead and were made to pay when the Pirbright skipper 

headed home unmarked. The second half was all the 

Dons, but they found the Pirbright keeper in inspired 
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Puzzle Page 

                    Easy                                Sudoku                              Intermediate  

Answers to all puzzles on page 31 

            Maze Word Search 

ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS  
  1 1 1 1 One of the twelve  
       Apostles (4)  
  3333 Out of sight of an audience   
      (3-5)  
  9 9 9 9 Distant planet (7)  
10 10 10 10 Theatre performer (5)  
11111111 Uproar, racket (3)  
12121212 Wild hog (4)  
13131313 Pond lizard-like creature(4)  
16161616 First name of presenters  
      Lynam and O’Connor (3)  
19191919 Classic Disney  
      deer cartoon (5)  
21212121 Young hogs (7)  
22222222 Charming or employing (8)  
23232323 Capital of Norway (4)  

DOWN  
  1 1 1 1 Thirty-day month (4)  
  2 2 2 2 Large African water  
      mammal (5)  
  4 4 4 4 Ran away (4)  
  5555 Wrenches for  
      nuts and screws (8)  
  6666 Saturday Night  
      Takeaway co-host (3)  
  7777 Irish word for Ireland (4)  
  8 8 8 8 Keeping watch over (8)  
14141414 Cries (5)  
15 15 15 15 Skilled and talented (4)  
17171717 Revolve quickly (4)  
18181818 Large oil company (4)  
20 20 20 20 Drinking vessel with a  
      handle (3)  

The month of Lent, of prayer 
and preparation for Easter.  

St Patrick’s Day –  
Mothering Sunday – 

Annunciation – leeks for  
St David’s day – daffodils  
for the rest of the month. 

   March means ‘beginning of 
Spring’.  St Patrick, who 

brought Christianity to Ireland, 
is remembered with parades.   

  Mothering Sunday and 
Mother’s Day is celebrated 

with more daffodils and  
Sunday lunch ‘out’.  March 
brings us the Annunciation, 

when the angel first appeared 
to Mary to tell her of her  
coming pregnancy. But ... 

Christmas is still months away   

�
 

�
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GODGODGODGOD    
IN THEIN THEIN THEIN THE    

ARTSARTSARTSARTS    

H 
alf church of God, half castle against the 

Scots, is a marvellous description of Durham 

Cathedral, which, in its imposing setting high 

above the river Wear, dominates the landscape for 

miles around. The prince bishops of Durham were as 

powerful as the mightiest barons of England in the 

Middle Ages, and that reality is conveyed by the mag-

nificent Norman cathedral begun in 1093.  

The main part of the building was completed by 

1133 – just 40 years, which is an incredible achieve-

ment for a cathedral. When you enter by the north door 

with its familiar sanctuary knocker, it opens out into a 

Romanesque glory of piers, bound to this earth, but 

taking flight in the lofty arcades. There is a treasury of 

new works that have been placed in this Norman set-

ting: the Daily Bread window by the north door, a Pi-

eta in the Chapel of Nine Altars, and a Russian sculp-

ture by Sokolov.  

But this month we’re visiting the Galilee Chapel 

at the west end. The chapel was originally intended to 

be at the east end, but the foundations were not strong 

enough, and it was moved to the other end of the ca-

thedral. Its name harks back to the monks gathering 

there for the procession to the High Altar on Sundays, 

just as our Lord journeyed from Galilee to the temple 

in Jerusalem.  

It is a lighter building altogether with slender 

columns and medieval wall paintings. The Venerable 

Bede, who lived at Jarrow, was buried here on his 

death in 735, and his tomb has pride of place. But the 

cathedral does not only reach back in time to the An-

glo Saxon roots of our church. The Galilee Chapel 

houses a carving of the Annunciation that takes us 

back further, to the beginning of salvation history. 

 

Flowing lines 
The carving of Mary is by Jozef Pyrz, a Polish sculp-

tor who was born in 1946, studied theology before 

returning to his first love of art and has lived in France 

for the past 30 years. It reminds us of African sculp-

tures with its beautiful face and flowing 

lines. We sense that this is a woman of wis-

dom and experience, whose life and the suf-

fering of life seem to line her face like the 

grains of wood.  

         There is repose and reflectiveness here 

– St Luke tells us how Mary meditated on all 

that had happened at the birth of Jesus in her 

heart. But there is also a readiness and a 

willingness to embrace what God is calling 

of her – the journey that will take her from 

Bethlehem to Egypt to Nazareth and, 

through her son’s ministry, to the foot of the 

cross and Pentecost.  

         On March 25 we celebrate the feast of 

the Annunciation (though this year it is 

moved from the Sunday to Monday 26). Just 

as Mary pondered these things in her heart, 

we can ponder Mary in this beautiful carv-

ing. Her ‘Yes’ to God made possible the 

incarnation. Our ‘Yes’ to God allows Christ 

to be born in us – one word to lead us into 

God’s life and love.  

           That coming to birth of God in us is 

how Jozef Pyrz has written about his own 

work: “I see faces, signs of real presence. 

Hands and faces reveal the authentic rela-

tionship with The Other. Sculpture is techni-

cally space, shape and time. But emotionally 

it carries within itself presence, love, truth 

and eternity.” 

The Annunciation of MaryThe Annunciation of MaryThe Annunciation of MaryThe Annunciation of Mary    

The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a 

look at the Annunciation of Mary in Durham Cathedral’s Galilee Chapel. 

It was carved by a Polish sculptor, Jozef Pyrz 

A detail from Jozef Pyrz’s Annunciation of Mary 
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Courgette soup 

As easy as it getsAs easy as it getsAs easy as it getsAs easy as it gets    

Easy recipes with children in mind this month. First, Guy Lemieux brings us a 

courgette soup that’s ridiculously easy to prepare. That’s followed by vermicelli 

– always a children’s favourite – with prawns 

1lb sliced courgettes 

2 cloves of finely-chopped garlic 

12 fl oz chicken stock 

2 medium sliced onions 

3 oz butter 

1 tea spoon curry powder 

¼ pint double cream  

This is one of the easiest soups to make and is ideal 
while the days can still be chilly, says Guy. 
Gently sauté the chopped courgettes,then add the 
garlic and onion for about 10 Minutes. 
Add the curry powder and other seasonings accord-

Stir-fried prawns in vermicelli 

4 tea spooons cooking oil 

100 grams vegetable and beansprout stir-fry 

150 grams frozen sweetcorn 

4 vermicelli nests 

4 table spoons of a favourite chutney 

150 grams king-sized prawns  

Vermicelli is always a favourite with chil-
dren, so this colourful, quick and healthy 
tea-time dish with prawns, is sure to be a 
hit. 
Method: 
Heat the oil in a wok or frying pan and fry 
the stir-fry mixture for 1 minute. Tip in the 
frozen sweetcorn and fry for a further 2 
minutes, stirring until heated through. 
Place the vermicelli in a pan and cover 
with boiling water. Allow to simmer for 3 
minutes then drain well. 
Add the plum sauce and prawns to the 
vegetables, and cook gently until the 
prawns are piping hot. 
Place the vermicelli nests in 4 bowls then 
pile the prawn and vegetable mix on top 
and serve immediately. 
These portion sizes are suitable for yup to 
four younger children. You may need to 
double up on quantities for older ones or 
adults.  
You can use chopped, cooked chicken in 
place of the prawns, if preferred. 

ing to you own taste. 
Put in a blender,then return to a clean pan and stir 
through the chicken stock and warm through. 
Add the cream just before serving,and serve with 
lots of crunchy French bread. Serves four ......Enjoy. 
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w orking on wet ground causes compaction, 

harder for water and air to penetrate per-

manent harm the structure of the soil.  

Borders They still look bare as summer perennials 

have yet to come into proper growth, so cultivate 

plants which, alongside spring bulbs, will flower early. 

such as hellebores, the epimediums and the primulas.  

Later flowering perennials Divide when new basal 

leaves emerge. Using fork, lift and shake off soil. Split 

into pieces by using two forks  in middle of plant or, 

divide into segments with a spade. Replant outer 

pieces  with compost and water . 

Roses Prune while bushes are dormant, waiting until 

spring, as in cold winters the stem tips may get frosted.  

Sweet Peas Plant out autumn-sown seedlings, in dou-

ble rows, supported by 6 ft. sticks, Put slug bait round 

plants. Make spring sowings under glass.  

Heathers plant between now and May, in open neutral 

or acid soil, except for lime-tolerant species. Propagate 

by layering or taking heel cuttings.  
 

Bulbs Snowdrops are best divided while in growth ‘in 

the green’, split and gently tease into individual bulbs. 

Replanting at previous depth. Also buy plants now.  
 

Rockaries  Many rock plants flower in early spring. 

Remove protecting panes of glass and polythene, they 

like lots of fresh air. The best time to plant is in spring. 

Do not overfeed alpines, only every 2-3 years – sprin-

kle fertilizer a quarter of the recommended amount . 

 

Trees and Shrubs Plant deciduous trees and shrubs 

until the end of the month in fine weather. Top-dress 

young and newly planted trees and shrubs with old 

manure, peat or compost. Plant pot-grown clematis 

and other wall shrubs. Begin planting evergreens in 

prepared ground at the end of the month. Prune late-

flowering clematis back to a pair of buds, 15-30cm.  

Hedges plant all kinds except broad-leaved evergreens, 

evenly in holes adequate for roots.  Weed hedges, just 

pull, hoe or use weedkiller. Hard prune old hedges.  
 

Lawns Rake and treat seed bed, apply pre-seeding 

fertilizer. Sow suitable seed at 1-2 oz. per sq. yd. Do 

first mow when the grass is 3 in. high. Re-seed and 

repair worn areas in established lawns, using selective 

weedkillers when it is growing. Control moss by im-

proving drainage, aeration and dressing compounds. 
 

The Greenhouse  Even if wintry, inside things are 

already moving. Plants can quickly dry up, especially 

on warm days when it can get surprisingly hot. Keep 

an eye on the pots and trays and water when necessary, 

but do not overwater, especially plants that are still 

dormant. Provide ventilation, especially if warm, but 

close at night unless exceptionally warm. Cold green-

houses can be left open except when frosty.  
 

Get busy sowing indoors  All sorts of plants can be 

started, from bedding to tender veg. Always use clean 

pots and trays to avoid disease, try Gardening Which? 

Best Buy compost like B&Q Multipurpose Compost 

and B&Q Sowing & Cutting Compost.  
 

Vegetables Continue sowing indoors tomato, cucum-

bers, peppers, aubergines, lettuce, cabbage family etc. 

Use up old seed If kept cool and dry; yet lettuce, car-

rots, parsnips, or those sown direct, store less well. 

Tomato seeds are OK, & larger seeds, such as squash, 

courgettes and beans. Expensive Fl hybrid brassicas, 

such as caulis and sprouts, where only few plants are 

needed are especially worthwhile. Start saved seeds in 

pots or trays. If they germinate quickly and look 

healthy they will be fine. Store in an air-tight box in a 

cool place. Add a sachet of silica gel (often with cam-

eras or electronic gadgets) to absorb excess moisture. 

Outside: Do not go onto beds until soil has dried out a 

bit and will not compact under your weight.  

When possible, fork or rake through beds made last 

year. On light soils digging  is best left until spring. 

Allow soil to warm before sowing. Many veg, eg  car-

rots, are hardy but will not germinate until soil reaches 

7°C (45°F). For earlier crops, cover the ground with 

black polythene or with cloches. 

When possible Sow parsnips, plant early potatoes from 

the middle of month. Sow salad onions, radishes,  late 

summer cabbages. early round-seeded peas, leeks, 

summer spinach. When warmer Sow carrots under 

cloches, plant shallots, Sow kohl rabi, plant asparagus. 

Dress asparagus beds with farmyard manure. Sow 

small amounts of chervil, chives, dill, marjoram, and 

parsley. Layer shoots of marjoram, divide fennel roots. 

Under glass: Sow basil in a seed box at 13°C (55°F). 
 

Fruit Complete planting as soon as soil conditions 

permit, particularly of trees which were heeled in.  

Complete pruning, feed established trees and bushes. 

Train new shoots of blackberries and loganberries on 

wires. Protect flowers on wall-trained peaches and 

nectarines and pollinate artificially if insects are 

scarce. Plant raspberries and strawberries.  
 

A month of great excitement. The weather is beginning to get warmer and there are 

signs of spring everywhere. A month when gardeners are at their keenest. There is 

much to do, but do not be in too much of a hurry: if moist, let the soil dry out a bit.  

Rollercoaster into spring Rollercoaster into spring Rollercoaster into spring Rollercoaster into spring     

We believe that the best fertilizer of any soil, is a spirit of industry, enterprise, and intelligence;   
without this, lime and gypsum, bones and green manure, marl and guano will be of little use.    

Henry Ward Beecher, Plain and Pleasant Talk about Fruits, Flowers and Farming, 1859 

 

The Garden  

in March 
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Useful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone Numbers    
 

GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES 
 

Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR 
 Tel:   Doctors 01428 682218 
  Community Nurses 01428 685249 
 Health Visitors 01428 685249 
 

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG 

 Tel:   Doctors 01483 415885 
   

 Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ 
              Tel:   Doctors 01483 414461 
                       Health Visitors & Community Nurses 01483 415564 
 

Chiddingfold – Ridgeley Road, GU8 4QP 
             Tel:    Doctors         01428 683174 
                       Community Nurses       01428 683735 
 

HOSPITALS 
 

Royal Surrey County Hospital    01483 571122 
Milford Hospital    01483 782000 
 

Equipment for short term use 
Some items only required for a short time (usually 3 months) may be borrowed. Type of 
equipment available includes bed blocks, bed cradles, back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, 
bed pans, urinals. 
Contact: British Red Cross, Equipment Loan Centre, 
              Wey Court, off Meadrow, Godalming, GU7 3JE.  Tel: 01483 429253 
              Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm 
 
 

POLICE 
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer: PC Tracey Taylor 
                                                       PCSO Dave Boxall                          01483 630086 
Email address                                                           taylor3071@surrey.pnn.police.uk 
Urgent calls                                                                                                              999 
Non-urgent and crime reporting                                                             0845 125 2222 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS 
Area 1 Mr R. Kilsby Hydestile 01483 423637 
Area 2 Mr A.G. Blackman Church Lane 01428 683871 
Area 3 Miss J. Woolley Woodlands Road 01428 684213 
Area 4 Mrs C. Pitt Malthouse Lane 01428 682940 
Area 5 Mr A. Hammond Cricket Green 01428 683625 
Area 6  Mr J. Tidmarsh Lane End 01428 682067 
Area 7 Mr I. Campbell Feathercombe Lane 01483 860264 
Area 8 Ms L Roberts Hambledon Park 01428 685075 
Parish Council Representative Mr R. Vickery 01428 682036 

 
UTILITIES 
 
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries) 0845 9200800 
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries) 0845 2780845 
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours 0845 7708090 
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours 0800 111 999  
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Chairman John Anderson 01428 682666 
 

Vice-Chairman Philip Underwood 01428 682742 
 

Councillors    
 Mike Parry 01428 682303 
 Stewart Payne 01483 425250 
 Paul Pattinson 01428 682000 
 Sarah Stuckey 01428 683406 
 Mike Whittall 01428 681423 
Clerk Jane Woolley 01428 684213 
 

Surrey County Councillor    Dr Andrew Povey,  01483 267443 
 

Waverley Borough Councillors 
 

    Liz Cable                01428 682640 
    Adam Taylor-Smith                01483 555573 
 

GENERAL 
 

Borough Hall 01483 523333 
 

Cinema Borough Hall (Tickets & Information) 01483 523004 
 

Library 01483 422743 
 

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange  deliveries                          01428 682176 
 

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office                                                 01483 421267 
(see page 3 for more information) 
 

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings    01428 683588 
 

Train Information 
Times and fares for all national services      0845 7484950 
 

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 
 

Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without  
transport, ring 01428 682959.  If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 682702  
 

VETERINARY SURGEONS 
 

Milford Veterinary Surgery 
37, New Road, Milford 01483 414747 
Rivendell 
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe 01483 421833 

In an emergency, ring either number 

 
Hambledon Village Shop & Post Office 

Opening Times 
 

 Shop Post Office 

Monday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Tuesday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Wednesday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Thursday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Friday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Saturday 9 – 1.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Sunday 9 – 12.00 Closed Closed 
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MH Pub programmeMH Pub programmeMH Pub programmeMH Pub programme    


