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The Rev Simon Taylor
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The Rev Catherine McBride
01483 421267
Mervil Bottom, Malthouse Lane,
Hambledon GU8 4HG catherine.mcbride@bhcgodalming.org
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The Rev David Jenkins
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Godalming GU7 1TG
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Alwyn Webb
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Sunday groups

Sunday Services
Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month on page 5
Home Groups meet regularly on Monday afternoons and Wednesday evenings at various locations.
Details from the Rev Catherine McBride
Tel: 01483 421267
Alpha details and information from
John & Jeannie Postill Tel: 01428 687968
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact
Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office
Tel No: 01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm)
Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued,
contact the Church Warden
The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays
The Associate Vicar is normally off duty on Fridays
The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of
Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr Chris Bergin 01428 643877);
St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s,
Milford (Fr Michael 01483 416880)
TO SUBSCRIBE AND HAVE THE MAGAZINE
DELIVERED, PLEASE CONTACT
PAT WILLIAMS 01428 682455

Copy deadlines for the
January magazine
The deadline is Wednesday, 12 December
Please send your copy to
John Hindley
Busbridge Copse Farm, Salt Lane,
Hydestile, Godalming, GU8 4DH
Email: jjhindley@gmail.com
Tel: 01483 860219
Advertisers, please contact
Tony Parker
Email: the.parkers@virgin.net
Tel: 01428 683577
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Rector’s Reflections – December

Santa, Jesus, Vicars and The Paradox of Blessedness

W

e have a problem in the church. I do not mean The Church; I mean this church. The
Church can sort itself out. By the way, The Church has always had problems so nothing
new there. No, I mean Hambledon; Busbridge and this local area. It is a Christmas problem
and it is quite a good one to have. Last Christmas (2011) we ran out of room. Literally. In Hambledon
church we had to seat fully grown adults in the rather tiny old child-choir stalls. Remember? It was
quite good fun! At Busbridge people were quite literally turned away from one candlelit service because
the doors could not be closed. I’m sorry if you missed out on the squash. Do join the fun this year. It is
worth it. With Catherine in Hambledon I am sure the church will be even fuller during December.
Thinking of Hambledon, don’t forget the utterly packed carols in the pub!
This has left me with a question for 2012: what is so special about Christmas? Why gather?
What’s the draw? We’re told people are less religious. What is going on? I’m sage enough to know that
there are many reasons. Some are social, others about distant memory and yet others for vague, or even
specific, Christian association or reason. Whatever the reason: welcome.
I for one can recall a moment when I would not have been classed as particularly religious by any
stretch of the imagination. I just knew that I wanted to go to a candlelit Christmas service. If I’m honest
it was nothing really to do with anything you would call ‘the Christmas story’. It was something about
family, gathering, candles and sentiment. I wish I could add snow but back then I do not think it ever
snowed at Christmas.
So, as I sat down to write this article I asked one of my children a question. “What’s so special
about Christmas for you?” The response made me smile, “Because it is about Jesus and makes vicars
happy and it gives Santa something to do”. I realised at once that though there may appear to be a paradox in there (can a vicar talk about Santa in the same breath as Jesus?) I had been given a golden illustration on a plate. Without stretching the statement too far I could build in a thought that Christmas is
about a message of happiness, Jesus, and having a purpose in life. What a gift!
I would like to go a little further and say that there is something spiritual, for the soul, in all this. A
theologian by the name of William Barclay once wrote about “the paradox of blessedness”. He was
thinking of the story of the Christian Christmas when he wrote this.
The paradox of blessedness is when something positive comes out of that which might be a pressure, pain or difficulty. It is not to say that all bad things are ultimately good. That would be a very
warped psychological or theological view to take. For my son, amid the pressures of Christmas that he
sees for his dad he seems to sense that it still brings happiness to this vicar; in the midst of a story of
hardship, fear and childbirth there is a joy about a child named Jesus; and for poor old Santa working so
hard with 12 hours to cover the whole UK my son sees that it is a good thing for Santa to have something to do. This is the paradox of blessedness in action.
There is something more to this ‘paradox of blessedness’ for our lives. People in the Bible who are
called ‘blessed’ are those who have realised that God is at the centre of all things; in the midst of every
moment; knows the mess and knows the joys. When Jesus arrives on the scene he destroys all ideas of
blessing being about goodness, wealth, position or health. Blessing is about being in what he calls ‘the
Kingdom of God’. That kingdom, Jesus says, has come and He is it. Everything has now changed.
For me, this is why Christmas is such a joy. Yes, it is about candles and atmosphere but it all
points to something so significant I struggle, and fail, to put it into words.
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Instead, I’ll just play with the sentence my son gave me: “Because it is about Santa and makes Jesus happy and it gives vicars something to do”. If Christmas changes everything then I am now blessed,
no matter what my situation. It is like a whacking great sign in the sky saying “All welcome, yes, All.”
Have a brilliant Christmas.
Simon Taylor, Rector,
Hambledon and Busbridge

CHURCH CALENDAR
December 2012
2nd December
1st Sunday of Advent

930 am
11.00 am

9th December
2nd Sunday of Advent

9.30 am
Morning Prayer (BCP)
11.00 am
Holy Communion (with Children’s Groups)
____________________________________________________

Saturday
15th December

8.30 to 10am

Prayer Breakfast in Church Rooms
A time to meet together for prayer: all are welcome
____________________________________________________

16th December
3rd Sunday of Advent

9.30 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00 am
Family Carol Service
6.30 pm
Carol Service
____________________________________________________

23rd December
4th Sunday of Advent

11.00 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
All-Age Worship with baptism
of George and Jack Masterman
____________________________________________________

Combined Morning Worship

____________________________________________________
24th December
Christmas Eve

4.00 pm
Crib service
11.00 pm
Holy Communion (CW)
____________________________________________________

25th December
Christmas Day

9.00 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am
Family Service
____________________________________________________

30th December
1st Sunday of Christmas

No services in Busbridge or Hambledon
10.30 a.m.
Churches Together United Service at
St. Peter & St. Paul, Godalming
____________________________________________________

and in January
6th January
Epiphany

8.30 am
10.00 am

6.30 pm

11.00 am
Combined Service
Committing Ourselves to the Vision for the Year Ahead
____________________________________________________

Services at St. John’s, Busbridge
1st & 3rd Sundays
Morning Prayer
2nd & 4th Sundays
Holy Communion
Every Sunday
“Classic” service in Church
“Contemporary” service in Busbridge Junior School
Groups for children of all ages in various locations –
turn up and ask!
Benefice Evening Worship
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PARISH & PEOPLE

elcome to Sophia Underwood who arrived
on a very auspicious day during November.
Neither her grandparents , Philip and
Pauline, nor her parents, Chris and Christina and
brother Alexander will forget her emergence on
11.11.11! Well done and many congratulations.
Well done to Annie and John Tidmarsh, for once
again organizing the Hambledon Poppy Appeal. Jo
has now moved to Haslemere so will not be taking on
this task in future. We are greatly indebted to her.
As this magazine goes to press it is some four
days since Remembrance Sunday. Hambledon turned

W

out in good numbers to mark this event and it was encouraging to see the village showing such united support.
Congratulations to Rebecca Vacher who, with
her sister and a couple of friends, ran as ‘Team Bethan’
in the Great South Run on October 30th. All four completed the run in under 2 hours and raised around
£1,500.00 for the charity ‘Leukaemia and Lymphoma
Research’. A brilliant result, despite some aching
joints on the day after!
Many congratulations to Brian and Ann Roe who
celebrate their 57th Wedding Anniversary this month.

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2012
The total amount collected in Hambledon and Hydestile was £1710.03p and I should like to say a huge
thank you to all the valiant collectors: Georgina Aylward, Sally Falk, John Tidmarsh, Pauline Underwood,
Christine Campbell, John and Jacqueline Hindley,

Elaine Graves, Mary Caroe, Norman Gravestock, Pat
Williams and, new this year, Ruth Canham and Steve
Maycock.
It is a great shame that we didn't quite
make more than last year but perhaps 2013 will be an
exceptional bumper year. I do hope so!
Annie Tidmarsh

The price of the magazine

Cheques (again payable to Hambledon Parish Magazine) should be sent to:
The Treasurer, R.G. Williams, Bermonde, Hambledon Road, Hambledon, GU8 4DR
Those receiving the magazine by post are asked
to let the Treasurer know by 31st December if they do
NOT wish to continue.

will be unchanged again next year. 50p a copy and £5
for an annual subscription paid in advance.
It would be a great help if you would kindly deliver the £5 to your distributor to save repeated attempts to find you at home. If you don’t know the
name of your distributor Pat Williams (01428 682455)
can tell you. If it is easier for you to leave your subscription at the Village Shop please attach a note
showing who has left it. If you prefer to pay by
cheque please make it payable to ‘Hambledon Parish
Magazine’.
Those who wish to receive the magazine by post
please note that the cost is £15.50 for the year.

Quiz night’s morality tale
It helps to have old heads on – comparatively – young
shoulders. This truth – plus an instinctive understanding of probability theory – was demonstrated by
the ‘Midnight Ramblers’, who won Hambledon’s
Curry’n’Quiz night at the village hall with a storming
final round.
Behind their slightly dark name, the Ramblers
comprised Derek and Cynthia Miller, John and Jean
Adams, Alison Martin and Jane Bradley. Coming into
the final round, they trailed in third place. However,
they grasped the implications of a killer round where
(a) teams could choose which multiple-choice questions to answer, (b) would get double points for any
questions answered correctly, but (c) would score zero
for the whole round if any answer was wrong.

And finally … from Parish and People all good
wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all our
readers! Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this column during the year. Items are always welcome – direct to the Editor please. Our special grateful thanks to all our wonderful distributors
whose efforts we greatly appreciate.
In other words, only answer those questions
where you know which option is correct.
The Ramblers stuck to that plan, while the leaders at that point – John Tidmarsh’s ‘Hambledonians’ –
had to do little to seal their win except make no mistakes. The trouble is, doing little is often tough. Instead, they gambled, scored zero for the round and
lost. It was like a morality tale in miniature.
Happily, the evening was fun and successful and
John Tidmarsh , the chairman of the village hall committee, adds this note of thanks: “The Committee of
the Hambledon Village Hall would like to thank all
those who attended the Curry’n’Quiz evening on Saturday, October 27. We sold 68 tickets and, after all
expenses, made a profit of £674. The Committee
would also like to thank Kim Cross, for making an
excellent curry, and the quiz master, Robin Amy.”

Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2012, Page 6

The ‘Tuesley traffic’ effect

Hambledon

Hambledon’s parish council is worried about the effects that the planned
housing estate at Upper Tuesley Farm will have on the village – especially
all that extra traffic

Parish Council

A

t the meeting on 23 October, discussions
continued on possibilities for slimming down
the Parish Council’s budget to reflect the reductions in central government support that will come
into force next April. The actual scale of the reductions
will not be known until December (or even January);
but it seems prudent to have in place a draft budget
that, if necessary, can be increased rather than
decreased at the final stage.
An outline planning application for Upper
Tuesley Farm (that part of the Milford Hospital site
that is surplus to NHS requirements) has been submitted to Waverley Borough Council. The Parish Council
recognises that this is an attractive scheme, which
would contribute to Waverley’s housing needs, but
other aspects of the application give cause for concern.
One is the accompanying transport assessment. It rules
out the provision of a new road linking the site to the
Milford/Godalming road, suggests that residents will
make maximum use of enhanced footpaths and new
cycle ways, and proposes that all traffic will exit the
site via Station Lane and Milford.
The Parish Council has queried whether these
assumptions are realistic, given that two cars per
household is currently the norm and that people now
expect to use their cars (as opposed to walking or cycling) for nearly all essential journeys.
The plans for Upper
It has pointed out
that the extra traffic that Tuesley Farm rule
the site can be expected
to generate will put an out providing a
enormous strain on all special road linking
the surrounding lanes,
including those in Ham- the new homes to
bledon. The Hambledon
Road/Malthouse Lane/ Milford and
Lane End could well Godalming
become a significant
alternative route for
Upper Tuesley Farm residents seeking to avoid the
congestion that will inevitably occur at Milford during
peak hours.
A mitigating factor would be the introduction of
bus services, carefully tailored not only to residents’
time and destination requirements but also to encourage maximum use. This, however, would be no more
than a partial solution. The Parish Council has therefore recommended that the residual value of the site
should be maximised, to facilitate the provision of all
essential infrastructure and amenities.

Unless this is done, the site will never achieve
the sustainability credentials that are being claimed for
it in the outline planning application.
Impact of the Localism Act
Witley Parish Council kindly invited adjacent parish
councils to take part in a briefing and awareness session which it organised in November. Hambledon’s
three most recently-joined Councillors decided that
this would help them to acquire a broader overview of
how Parish Councils work; and the Clerk went along
too to brush up her skills. A particularly useful debate
centred on the impact of recent legislation on the powers of local councils – in particular the Localism Act,
which came into force last year and is now being implemented through a raft of government regulations.
Not all of these regulations will affect Hambledon – but it is essential that Councillors and the Clerk
should be aware of those that do and ensure that they
are taken on board and correctly implemented.
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Thursday 13th December, 7.30pm

All are welcome!

Hambledon Christmas Party
Saturday 15th December
In
n the Village Hall, 8pm to Midnight
Live music by “Izzie and the Echoes”
Bar/Buffet/Raffle
Tickets £12.50
from: Rebecca Overy: rebeccaovery@hotmail.co.uk
or Mary Grove: 01483 415815 or The Merry Harriers
Proceeds in Aid of:
Hambledon Arms Houses & Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice

Coffee Morning
Tuesday 18th December, at 11am, in the Church Room
and the third Tuesday each month

All welcome - do come
More information from Jacqui Rook 01428 684390

is to be held on
Wednesday 19th December
starting 2.30 pm
at Hambledon Village Hall
Do please come and join in the fun
Everyone welcome
Jan and Julie
Contact no Jan Kilsby 01483 423637
Please bring a small wrapped gift
(approximately £2 value)
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Vicar’s Christmas message

I

am so looking forward to my first Christmas
in Hambledon. Mervil Bottom is a house that
seems built especially for Christmas and I’ve
been planning how to decorate the inglenook fireplace and where to put my tree! I’m hoping that
my parents will be able to come and stay and we
can enjoy the festivities together. On the flip side,
at the time of writing, I haven’t even begun to
think about making a start on my Christmas shopping and haven’t got a clue what to get my teenage nephews and niece (vouchers? ……again?).
A recent survey of our Christmas shopping
habits makes for interesting reading. Apparently
the average family spends nearly £1000 on
Christmas day itself, with about £400 of that going on presents. Sadly though, it seems that 1 in
10 gifts are unwanted (dads are apparently the
hardest people to buy for!) and last year there
were 1.5 million new items for sale on eBay on
Boxing Day; whilst, by March, 40% of the toys
and presents bought for children are broken.
The irony of all this is that Christmas is
supposed to be the time of year we remember the
most perfect and long-lasting gift ever given.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and
peace there will be no end. Isaiah 9: 6-7
In the birth of Jesus Christ, God was giving
humanity the most precious and perfect gift he
could possible give – himself. In the person of
Jesus Christ, God came down into the chaos, confusion and conflict of a hurting world and offered
the gift of peace and healing and life: new life,
life in all its fullness, life with no end.
I hope you’ll be able to join us for some of
our services over Christmas, as we set aside just a
little time amongst all the festive preparations to
remind ourselves of this incredible gift. My
prayer for each of us is that we won’t just remember God’s gift as we hear the Christmas story
again and sing the Christmas carols, but that we
will accept this gift ourselves as Jesus offers himself to each of us. He’s definitely a gift worth
receiving and holding on to.
Happy Christmas everyone.

Catherine McBride, Associate Vicar,
Hambledon and Busbridge

Hambletots!
We are a friendly, local baby and toddler group who meet on
Wednesday mornings in Hambledon Village Hall from 10-11.30am
We have toys for all ages, a baby area and we organise a craft activity
for the older children. Come along and meet other local parents, carers and children over a
cup of tea or coffee.
December dates are 5th, 12th and 19th
please call Ronnie on 01483 800832 for more information
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Another good Hambledon Ladies Breakfast
The breakfast bandwagon rolls on, with autumn tints, and good food to
warm the senses for a story of difficulties courageously overcome, with
human and divine intervention as Jacqueline Hindley here reports.

W

hat a delicious full English cooked breakfast
we had, plenty for everyone and more. It was
served with an autumn theme of beautifully
coloured leaves floating in water filled glass bowls. A
feast for the eye as well as the tummy.
Jean Adams’s introduction reminded us of the eventful year in Britain with the Jubilee and Olympic Games, to
name but a few.
Our speaker, Virginia Duhanes, reflected on how
she, at a young age, had to cope with difficulties which
continued into her early adulthood. It was through the
persistent efforts of others that she was finally able to put
things behind her, leading her into a life where she felt
light, peace and love through Christ. Although life is far
from easy now, she can cope with it so much better.
A very positive climax to end a morning of good
food and good company.

At the next Hambledon Ladies Breakfast on 2nd February 2013 our speaker is
Helen Azer; she is an Associate Minister with the charity ‘Heartcry for Change’.
Born and brought up in Egypt, she has worked with many multi-faith communities and has
a particular concern for the Middle East.
A teacher asked her children, as they were on the way to the village Christmas carol service:
“Why is it necessary to be quiet in church?” One little girl replied: “Because some people are sleeping.”

presents on Sunday 9th Dec 2012, at 7.30 pm
in Great Hall Charterhouse Godalming, GU7 2DX

Mozart:

Requiem

Haydn: Te Deum for The Empress Maria Therese
Haydn: Mass No. 7 in B Flat (Little Organ Mass)
Mozart:
Exsultate Jubilate (1st movt)
Conductor : Michael Veazey
Soprano : Eleanor Meynell
Tenor : Graham Neal

Alto : Katie Bray
Bass : Allan Smith

Godalming Choral Sinfonia Orchestra • Manager: Ruth Cooper • Leader: Harry Kerr
Tickets:
£13 (Students £8)
from
Record Corner, Pound Lane, Godalming; or
Guildford Tourist Office, 155 High Street, Guildford, tel 01483 444333, www.visitguildford.com
or
choir members
or Godalming Choral Society Ticket Office tel : 07505 203468
For more details

www.godalmingchoral.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 254800
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Calum, the Sword Bearer
No want of a Sword Bearer, for when our local Surrey
High Sheriff Karin Sehmer needed one for ceremonial duty, the
resourceful Village provided, as Karin here describes.

A

service for the judiciary takes place in every
county at the start of the legal year in October.
The service for the Surrey judiciary took place
in Guildford on Friday 12th October this year. Judges,
magistrates, the Chief Constable and the High Sheriff,

Photos Andy Newbold Photography

together with all Surrey’s mayors and mayoresses
process up the High Street from the Guildhall to Holy
Trinity church where the service is held. This year’s
service was particularly memorable for the beautiful
music and singing.
The anthem, “The Call of Wisdom” by
Will Todd, was sung exquisitely by the Surrey
Youth Choir; the anthem was written for the

Q u e e n ’ s
Diamond
Jubilee
service in St.
Paul’s Cathedral.
Will
Todd is a
parishioner at
Holy Trinity so it was a particularly appropriate
choice. After the service, the congregation are invited
to leave the church and watch the procession walk
down the High Street back to the Guildhall.
No lady High Sheriff actually wears a sword but
many like to have one borne before them at the annual
judiciary service, and this year’s High Sheriff was no
exception. The sword was not a problem as the Sehmer household had Jamie’s father’s dress sword but it
took some time to decide on a sword bearer. In the
end, the solution was very simple and had been in the
village all the time! Calum – Emily Caroe’s son and
Mary Caroe’s grandson – old enough to carry the
sword responsibly and not too tall to walk in front of
the High Sheriff. A couple of evening’s sword practice in Emily’s kitchen, marching up and down in front
of the High Sheriff and avoiding the obstacles and
Calum was ready for the High Street.
On the day, the weather was perfect and Calum
carried the sword aloft, marching slowly and deliberately behind the under-sheriff and in front of the High
Sheriff up the High Street. At the end of the service,
he marched again in position down the High Street,
back to the Guildhall.
No High Sheriff ever had a better sword bearer.

A Concert for Next Year’s Diary
The Friends of All Saints Grayswood are delighted to announce that The Milan Trio will give a sparkling evening
of music on Saturday 9 March 2013,
2013 in All Saints Church
at 8pm.
We welcome again the acclaimed flautist Susan
Milan, with international cellist Sebastian Comberti and
pianist Andrew Ball, who is Professor of Piano at the
Royal College of Music. Their concert of Romantic and
Classical Duos and Trios will include works by Haydn,
Schumann, Martinu, Weber, Blake and Boehm.
Tickets £15 each for concert only and £25 each,
to include a two-course meal at The Wheatsheaf. For
more info Contact Pauline Lamb on 01428 643798, or
email lamb@haslemere.com
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Village Shop: now a department store
Amanda Wright describes the Christmas department
and thanks all, whether volunteers and customers, who
have kept the Community Shop going for 20 years

The Village Shop

B

Christmas Gift Department photo Philip Underwood

y the time you read this, the party to
celebrate 20 years as a Community Shop
will be over. What a fantastic achievement,
which is all down to you, the volunteers and customers, for without you there would not be a Hambledon
Village Shop. (see below - Ed)
I hope by now that you may have visited the
Christmas Gift Department (formerly known as the
Garage) and seen the exciting range of gifts on offer.
Today (mid-November) I have added some of Jane
Cookman's Christmas cakes and puddings and also
some of her delicious home made Christmas mincemeat and chutney.
There are also little cinnamon heart decorations, tea-cosies, bunting, wonderfully scented candles, bubble bath, soap and body scrubs and of
course a great selection of Christmas cards.

Alison, Alan and I wish you a very happy Christmas & we look forward to another busy year in 2013. Amanda

Celebrating 20 years
and passing the baton
Read all about it on the next three pages

Virginia Bottomley with chairmen George & Tim

George Pitt hands over to new chairman Tim Parker,
as Virginia Bottomley looks on photo Stewart Payne
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Village Shop going on 20 years young
Stewart Payne relates the story as briefed by George Pitt, Jane Woolley,
Mary Burrows, Philip Underwood and Amanda Wright

H

ambledon Village Shop is celebrating a
remarkable 20 years as a community-run
business.
Reopened in November 1992 after residents rallied to the cause, it is one of the oldest
community shops in the country.
Hambledon has had a shop since at least
1850 and it was much missed when it ceased
trading in March 1991.
Inspired by a sermon in the parish church
in which the then priest-in-charge, the Rev
Christopher Blissard-Barnes, spoke of the importance of community spirit and how good it would
be if the shop could be reopened, Denis Jones, a
retired head master led a team of volunteers to set
about investigating the possibility.
Back then community-run shops were uncommon. An article in The Times detailed the achievements of one in Debden, Essex. Volunteers from
there were approached and they shared their experiences with the Hambledon team. The task was big; the
shop was in disrepair, there were legal as well as practical issues to be resolved, and money was needed to
get the venture off the ground.
Denis and his wife Brenda were joined by
George Pitt, a charted accountant, who set about fund
raising, and Paul Greenhalgh, a solicitor, who tackled
the legal side of the new business.
Their wives,
Caroline Pitt and
Fiona Greenhalgh,
were part of a task
force who went
into the shop to
begin the clean up.
Fortunately
the building was
still owned by Ray
and Pat Williams,
who had previously run the
shop, and
they
Fiona Greenhalgh painting
gave their full support.

Brenda and Denis Jones with carpenter

Brenda Jones in renovated but still empty shop

Villagers raised £15,000 and this was spent on
refitting, refurbishing and buying stock.
The hard work paid off on November 14th, 1992,
when Virginia Bottomley, then the local MP, officially
reopened the shop and Post Office.
[cont’d page 14 

14 Nov 1992 Virginia Bottomley, MP,
reopening the shop with Denis Jones and George Pitt
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From the Surrey Ad

BakeBake-off 1992

Since then, with the help of volunteers, grants
and goodwill, it has once again become the focus of
village life.
It is now run by Hambledon Village Shop Ltd.
The building has been acquired by the Hambledon
Village Trust, and is let to the shop.
There have been highs and lows along the way.
In 1995, Guy Lemieux, then manager, received a Post
Office gallantry citation for helping foil an armed robbery.
Guy Lemieux with valour citation, and proud parents
Early days

2004 Jane Woolley inspecting a development opportunity - barn soon to be part of shop
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“A village of shopkeepers”
May 2007, Jeremy Hunt MP with
Philip Underwood, Amanda Wright and
others following renovation of the barn

In 2009 the shop was visited by
Princess Alexandra, in recognition of
Hambledon becoming Surrey Village of
the Year.
Last month many of those involved in getting the shop reopened
were joined by current volunteers and
managers to celebrate the achievements
of the last 20 years.
Virginia Bottomley, welcomed by
outgoing chairman George Pitt and Tim
Parker, who is taking up the post, paid tribute to all involved
and said: “If Britain is a nation of shopkeepers, then Hambledon
is a village of shopkeepers”.
[See Pictures on page 12
Princess Alexandra’s visit in July 2009

Jane Woolley, Judy Leeper, Cynthia Miller, Mary Parker

John and Annie Tidmarsh with Princess Alexandra

The wellwell-stocked village shop in 2012

The current management or A Team L to R
Alan Brien, Alison Wilson & Amanda Wright
Photos Philip Underwood, George Pitt and Stewart Payne
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING on Wednesday, 13 March 2013
Hambledon Village Hall, 7:30 pm for 8 pm

The Society’s Annual General Meeting will be followed by

Tales of Old Hambledon
An Evening with Norman Gravestock
Our speaker this year is local resident, Norman Gravestock, who will be sharing his knowledge
about the economic and social facts of our village heritage, and much more besides. His exceptional wit and wisdom will cause us to reflect on our village's rich heritage and entertain us.
Norman is well known and respected for his love of Hambledon’s heritage and knowledge of
past history. He is also Curator of Oakhurst, the National Trust Cottage sitting on the edge of
the Village Green close by the old medieval route through the Hurst to Chiddingfold and Chichester beyond.

After the meeting there will be time to chat with Norman and Committee members,
as well as each other. Refreshments and light snacks will be provided.
Please join the HHSC members and friends for an informative and social evening at the Village
Hall. There will be no entrance fee but the Committee relies on your support to fund its publications and initiatives by supporting the raffle and making a small donation to cover the costs of the
evening.

All welcome
For further information regarding the Hambledon Heritage Society and its activities please contact, Julie Steele, Chairman, 01428-682853.
The scientist Steven Wright’s mind sees things differently than most of us. Here are some of his gems:
The early bird may get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese.
I almost had a psychic girlfriend, ..... but she left me before we met.
OK, so what’s the speed of dark?
How do you tell when you're out of invisible ink?
If everything seems to be going well, you have obviously overlooked something
When everything is coming your way, you’re in the wrong lane.

Witley & Milford Practice

Did you know?

CountryMice is a charity set up by the surgery to provide
night sitters and night carers in the Guildford and Waverley area
for patients who are terminally ill.
The Country Mice Charitable Trust, Witley Surgery, Wheeler Lane,
Supporting Local Palliative Care
Witley, Surrey, GU8 5QR

Witley and Milford Patient
Participation Group

is a small group of patients, acting as the voice for local people. If you have any health related concerns, especially if they
relate to the surgery, you are free to contact one of us: Julie
Grist, Sandra Smith, Margaret Jago, Katie Wells, Myra Newnes-Smith, John Cable, Frank Green, Sheila Whitfield. Contact details are on the notice board in the surgery.

Practice News We are delighted to announce that Dr Miles Scholar will be joining the practice as a
Partner from 1st Jan 2013. Dr Wilks will be working part time from this date.
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Hambledon on song in Festival Hall
Caroline Pitt modestly describes how local singers were in a choir that,
in the BBC Choir of the Year Award national contest, not only won the
Adult Section, but were also runners up in the whole competition

S

urrey Hills Chamber Choir reached the Grand
Final at the Royal Festival Hall at the end of
October. We were not outright winners but are
the Adult Category Finalists. Loads of work involved
but a very exciting, if challenging experience.
When Surrey Hills Chamber Choir competed in
the final, having already become BBC Adult Choir of
the Year, Hambledon singers included Julian McEvoy
singing bass and Caroline soprano.

“The three songs we sang were Rytmus, by Ivan
Hrušovsky, followed by the traditional Irish folk song
She Moved Thro’ the Fair. Finally – in witches’ hats –
the fun , dramatic and highly entertaining Double Double Toil and Trouble by Jaakko Mäntyjärvi.”
Judge Ruthie Henshall said: “You had me from
the moment you started and you didn’t let me go.”
Other judges said the choir’s commitment to each
other paid off in the tone, quality and performance.

All in December...
90 years ago – 6th December 1922 the Irish Free State came into existence.
Also 90 years ago – 30th December 1922 the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was founded.
75 years ago – 13th December 1937 during the second Sino-Japanese War the Nanjing Massacre took place
in China. The Japanese seized the city and killed about 300,000 people in the following six weeks.
Also 75 years ago – 21 December 1937 the premiere of Walt Disney’s Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs was
held in Los Angeles. It was Disney’s first full-length animated movie.
Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2012, Page 17

Postman did more than pat
On the first day of Christmas, the Royal Mail sent to me . . . well, Ross isn’t
too happy with what the Postman brought him; not that he’ll let it dampen
the old Christmas spirit

J

ust had my first Chrissy pressy. On July 7th I was
driving up a narrow lane that I know well, on a
wet day (wet – in July!). As I came to the bottom
of a muddy sunken hill, I heard another car coming, so
I pulled into the bank and stopped and watched a Post
Office van skid down the hill and into my car. It was a
bit of a shock!
The postman got out and said he was sorry, but
could not control the skid. Nearly three months later –
after the car was written off, bought back, etc, etc – I
have just heard that the Post Office does not accept
that the accident was its fault and my insurance company advises me not to accept a 50/50 result.
As a result, my Christmas ‘present’ is that I lose
my no-claims bonus and my premium goes up. All of
which prompts me to have deep, seasonal feelings
about the Royal Mail – I don’t think.
Talking about seasonal things, ahem, don’t forget
all the celebrations.
■ Carols at the Merry Harriers on Thursday 13th,
songs and beer, the perfect match.
■ Midwinter’s day 21st , so go and hang around a
druid on Salisbury Plain, as of course I will.
■ The 23rd is Mic Coleman’s birthday, so send him a
card.
■ 25th – meet you at the Harriers at 1pm for a pint!
■ 26th Chiddingfold Tipteers (Mummers Play) with
me as “Santa” all blacked up of course. It’s at The
Swan then The Crown in Chiddingfold, lunchtime. See
posters or phone me for times.
■ 6th January around 6.30pm, White Hart, Witley I am
“the Lord of the Wassail”. Join me to “wassail” the
apple trees and drive away evil spirits! Drink cider and
sing a few songs. Ross “Lord of the Wassail”, Kevin
Corton “the Brewster”, Dave Overy “the Gunsmith”.

Now here’s that poem about boozers – or the lack of
them – that I mentioned last month.
Victims of the future
David Aucutt
Onwards I travel over the hill and through dale
Frantically searching for a pint of good ale
Boarded up pubs in every village
Victims of the markets, harsh plunder and pillage.
Behind those grim boards, lives were enacted
By making people happy, livings extracted.
Times move on, things change over the years
But you won't stop these closures just by shedding
some tears
New laws, legislation, new governments too
None of this helps the hard-working few.
Duty-free imports and bootleggers abound
The only man in the pub can buy a cheap round
Lowering duty or tougher laws would make sense
But no government can see this, and hence
So many more transit vans heading for Dover
Then back up the motorway laden well over.
With cheap duty frees, think I'll stay in tonight
Even harsher drink driving laws, I think I am right.
The landlord stands in his empty bar
Listening for footsteps or maybe a car.
Just one single customer, that’d raise a smile
And make opening the pub seem more worthwhile.
Back to my quest, for I must persevere
To find a decent pub, with a good pint of beer
So many pubs I enter, and receive no real greeting
Things go downhill when they learn I'm not eating
Entering a pub for the sole purpose of drinking
No purchase of food! What must I be thinking ?
Cutlery and condiments on every table and bar
To call this a pub is going a bit too far.
Into town I go with great expectations
Swiftly killed off after much exploration
The back-street locals have gone with no trace
In the modern estate, these pubs have no place.
I walk down the high street, but it seems such a
shame
So many pubs, but they all look the same.
With the cost of the travelling my journey must end
If I find what I'm looking for, I've no money to spend
Give me just one traditional boozer
A welcoming home from home for its user
Sometime in the future, a new marketing idea
A traditional pub, with no gimmicks, just beer.
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Hambledon

Liphook, Holly Hills, Weavers Down
Great views and no stiles, thanks to the Three Graces, but not
time to see the memorials to Flora Thomson

Ramblers

T

he walk started from the free public car park in
the centre of the town. There was a short walk
through the town and we could have taken the
opportunity for a small diversion to see the memorials
to Flora Thomson at the post office and the library perhaps next time we are in the area!
The route was fairly flat and took us through
parkland, heathland and woodland with some sandy
tracks and glorious views. There were a couple of
muddy patches but these were successfully negotiated.
A lunch break was taken at ‘The Links’ public
house where we were made welcome and provided
with good food and, of course, liquid refreshment.
A short stroll after lunch saw us arrive back in
Liphook feeling invigorated and ready to thank the
Three Graces for organising, once again, a really enjoyable walk. Thank you Alison, Susan and Shelagh!

From 1916-1928 Flora Thomson lived in Liphook where
her husband was postmaster
She is of course the author of
‘Lark Rise to Candleford . It
is a semi - autobiographical
trilogy
about the English
countryside and written about
her experiences when she
lived in Oxfordshire but no
doubt her life as a post mistress influenced her writings.
The televised series on BBC
TV was enjoyed by many.
Next Walk — All Groups
Tuesday 11th December
Meet at the Village Hall at 09.00

The December walk will also incorporate our
Christmas lunch in Hambledon Village Hall. Jenny
has asked the ladies to provide food and we can be
assured that there will be plenty to go around. Members of all the Hambledon walking groups are invited.

Further details from:
Derek Miller Tel: 01428 684362 – Long Walk
Mary Parker Tel: 01483 860339 – Short Walk

The elm then the ash

N

ovember moves into December with Christmas looming only 25 days away once the
month starts. But, while we are still in November, thinks Earthworm, one has to recognize that
winter has arrived, perhaps a bit suddenly, with frost
on the ground and chilly mornings; though occasional
sunshine makes one feels warm.
Of course the clocks going back forces one to
accept that the season of winter is truly here. We have
also had torrential rain and all the problems that that
means with the falling and fallen leaves blocking the
drains and flooding the roads.
The compost heap grows with all that needs to be
cut down in the flower borders, not to mention all the
leaf piles. Those of us lucky enough to have space for
a designated heap can reap the benefits of a pure leaf
mould of a wonderful consistency. No commercial
compost can match it, thinks Earthworm, wriggling
deeper in to the warmth and feeling that his heap is
like a womb enfolding him! He did spot a young grass
snake making a wiggly line for his heap and hopes that
it and any friends or relations will keep to themselves.

Earthworm is now anticipating the Christmas
decorations that will make the High Streets glitter, the
blare of carols, the ringing of bells and the grottoes
with Santa. In fact, all the things that come out and are
dusted and sometimes look their time-worn selves!
We have to admit that to date we have hardly had
what most would call winter, but who knows what
might be in store?
Meanwhile the beech trees are really giving us a
good show and seem to hold their leaves and colour
unlike the maples which have shriveled with the frosts.
Earthworm worries about the ash fungus disease.
Why do so many trees have to be imported? The
woodlands and even gardens are full of ash seedlings.
We have got used to a countryside robbed of its elms,
though there are perhaps few now who remember what
it was like with those most handsome of trees. Will we
now be robbed of all the ash too? Perish the thought,
but it does look as if the disease is out of control.
Earthworm cannot finish the year with such a
note of gloom. So to all his readers a Happy Christmas
and may they enjoy their festivities!
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Oil rush in Leith Hill
Magpie urges us to act to prevent the oil wells, but not to forget
to get ready for the festive season (who can?); she reminds us of
all the things country folk thought and did in days gone by.

P

erhaps we were a bit hasty in our celebrations!
The oil company, whom we had thought had lost
permission to drill for oil at Coldharbour on Leith Hill,
has appealed to the High court. The woods there were
planted in 1879 and over the last 30 odd years have
been a picnic spot for me and the other half. The bluebells in the spring are superb.

So get involved and stop another money-making
bunch digging up our countryside!
Are we all ready for Christmas? I will be in St Peter’s
over the festive season so I will see some of you, as I
expect so will Earthworm, so keep an eye out for us…
Christmas Greetings from Magpie and the other half.

A touch of Christmas in the country:

C

ountry folk used to believe firmly that bees sang
in their hives on Christmas Eve and that oxen
knelt in their stalls, their heads towards the east. In
the Isle of Man sweet cicely, which the Manx people
called ‘myrrh’, was said to blossom for a short hour
on Christmas Eve.
On Christmas Day the Glastonbury Thorn flowers, though some say it adheres to the original
Christmas Day, 5 January. At any rate, it certainly
flowers in midwinter. There are now other specimens of this subspecies of the common hawthorn,
reputedly cuttings from the one at Glastonbury, at
several places in Somerset, Herefordshjre and elsewhere, including Clanville, in Hampshire. Cadnam, in
the New Forest, has a celebrated oak which is said
to produce buds on Christmas Day.
After the family feasting of Christmas Day,
Boxing Day was held to be a day for outdoor sports,

such as hunting and shooting, a custom which still
holds. Small birds, which at other seasons would be
considered not worth killing, were often shot, and,
when squirrels were abundant, squirrel-hunting, or
‘scuggy-hunting’, was a popular sport.
The shooting of birds was probably derived
from the ancient practice of Hunting the Wren on St
Stephen’s Day, once widely observed throughout
England and in the Isle of Man, Wales and parts of
Ireland and Scotland.
Edward A. Armstrong, in The Folklore of Birds,
concludes that it derives from a very ancient Wren
Cult which was carried by megalith builders and
reached Britain during the Bronze Age. The wren
was a sacred totem bird, slain and brought to life
again, as happened to the hero in the mumming
plays, as an analogy of the triumph of light over
darkness.

Another exam answer...

The Friends of Chiddingfold Surgery

W

e are delighted to announce that our “Call
Your Bluff Wine Quiz” was a sparkling success. Led by David Wright of ABS Wine Agencies,
ably assisted by “Bluffers” Darren Watts, Barrie
Pople and John Lane taste buds were tweaked by
alleged descriptions they put forward with great confidence. It proved to be not only a fun evening but
also, from ticket sales and donations, close on
£700 for the benefit of The Friends.

The new DIY Blood Pressure Machine has now
been installed in Dunsfold Surgery and we are reliably informed that it is almost “red hot” with use. The
subscription book for donations remains open!
Finally The Friends wish you Seasonal Greetings and
thank you for your generous support throughout the
year.
Creighton Redman,
Chairman, Friends of Chiddingfold Surgery.
01483 200241
http://friendsofchiddsurgery.org/

Hambledon Parish Magazine, December 2012, Page 20

Simplicity and strength
GOD
IN THE

ARTS

A

The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts
with a look at Stephen Cox’s altar in St Anselm’s Chapel in
Canterbury Cathedral

t the end of this month Rowan Williams will
retire as the Archbishop of Canterbury. He has
held that important office since 2003, presiding over the Church of England and the Anglican
Communion in what have often been testing and difficult times. But he has shepherded the church with integrity as a man of prayer and deep faith.
Archbishop Rowan is the 104th holder of this
post, and his see at Canterbury goes back to 597 when
St Augustine landed on Thanet and converted King
Aethelbert. His queen, Bertha, was already a Christian
and worshipped at St Martin’s church in Canterbury.
This now stands in a graveyard with an inspiring view
of Bell Harry, the great perpendicular tower of the
cathedral.
Inside the cathedral there is more perpendicular
architecture in the nave and cloisters. But there is also
a Norman crypt with intricate carvings on the pillars,
12th and 13th century stained glass, and a floor of coloured stones behind the High Altar. The cathedral
flourished in the Middle Ages as pilgrims flocked to
the shrine of St Thomas a Becket, who was murdered
there in 1170.

This month we enter the chapel of an earlier
Archbishop: St Anselm. He was born in Italy and entered the Benedictine order in the monastery of Bec in
France. He became Archbishop in 1093, when scholarly study took second place to his care of the diocese
and nation. It was St Anselm who had built the Norman crypt, and at his death in 1109, he was buried in
the chapel that bears his name.
Veined marble
In 2007, Stephen Cox created an altar for this chapel
from marble given by the people of Aosta in Italy
where St Anselm was born. Stephen Cox now lives
and works in Shropshire and India, but there are fine
examples of his creative skill in Egypt and Italy. The
altar for this chapel is a wonderful piece of veined
marble: a simple rectangle standing amid the curved
arcades. In its simplicity and strength it reminds us of
the simplicity and strength of the Gospel, rooted and
founded in the Incarnation, which we celebrate in this
month of December.
While he was Archbishop, St Anselm wrote the
Proslogion in which he charts the journey of the soul
seeking God. In chapter 14 we read: “Let
my mind meditate on
you, let my tongue
speak of you, let my
heart love you, let my
mouth preach you. Let
my soul hunger for
you, let my flesh thirst
for you, my whole
being desire you, until
I enter into the joy of
the Lord, who is God,
Three in One, blessed
for ever.”
In Canterbury
Cathedral we can give
thanks that St Anselm
lived out that Gospel
in
his
day
as
Archbishop Rowan has
in ours. And we can
give thanks that Jesus
born of Mary feeds us
at this altar as he will
feed those who, like St
Anselm, seek the Lord
at Christmas.
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Puzzle Page
ACROSS
1 Dry and brittle (5)
5 Shade of dull
yellowish-green (5)
8 Span of eight musical
notes (6)
9 House for paying guests (5)
10 Sporting occasion (5)
12 Tincture used in
medicine (6)
13 Explode (5)
15 Clear, obvious (5)
17 Loosen (up) (6)
19 Very harmful (5)
21 Surpass, be better than (5)
22 Gambling establishment (6)
23 Genuflect (5)
24 Wades across (5)

Maze




Easy

Christmas is nearly here!
Two thousand years ago the Jews
were longing for the coming of
their Messiah.
The Old
Testament promised that when
he came, he would preach good
news to the poor, bind up the
broken hearted, proclaim freedom for the captives and release
from darkness for the prisoners,
proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour, comfort all who mourn
and to bestow on his people a
crown of beauty instead of ashes.
Jesus did all those things.
He was and is the Son of God,
and whoever has seen him has
seen the Father.
Whoever
believes in him will have the best
gift of all – his Spirit within them,
which gives them eternal life.

Sudoku

DOWN
1 Live as husband and wife (7)
2 Place in a grave (5)
3 Dealing with the structure
or affairs of government (9)
4 Collar fastener (4)
5 Suitable for use in baking
(of crockery) (9)
6 Equal or flat (5)
7 Coq au ___ , dish of chicken
cooked in wine (3)
11 Flimsy (7)
14 Thin flat piece cut from
something (5)
16 Make adjustments (5)
18 Cook using hot water (4)
20 Count among your
possessions (3)

Word Search

Intermediate

Answers to all puzzles on page 24
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Warm up with Shakespeare

The Garden

At Christmas I no more desire a rose
Than wish a snow in May’s new-fangled mirth
But like of each thing that in season grows.

Love’s Labour’s Lost I, i, 105
William Shakespeare

I

should last for several years; avoid “containerized”
trees as these are more expensive than cut trees, but
don’t last any longer as they have been dug up from a
field and rammed in a pot.

n the winter the conifers come into their own.
On the whole they can be relied upon for hardiness
and long life expectancy.

Indoor plants:
poinsettia, for sale everywhere in
December, are indigenous to Mexico and are hypersensitive to the cold and to cold draughts. When
bought it should at the very least be put in a sleeve on
leaving the shop and preferably boxed to protect it
from the shock of the cold outside. Yellowing leaves
that curl and then fall are a symptom of hot, dry or
dark conditions, while a drooping plant is usually
caused by exposure to draughts.
Azalea needs a cool room or the leaves will dry
out and fall off; it needs to be watered with rain water
at room temperature and likes to be misted at least
once a day; if the flowers fail to open, it’s a sign of
either being waterlogged. Christmas cactus is the perfect choice for the dry air of centrally heated rooms; it
prefers a light position, but not behind curtains or it
will get chilly at night. Cyclamen prefers a cool room
– an east-facing windowsill is ideal; if it gets too hot
and dry, the leaves will shrivel; stand in a saucer of
water, rather than watering from above, so the corm
won’t rot; feed weekly for the best blooms.
Orchids are sold all year around and need a spot
in good but not direct light to encourage healthy
growth and flowering without scorching the foliage;
hot dry air should be avoided, so keep away from heat
sources; orchids like soft water or rainwater at room
temperature; aim for adequate moisture but free drainage, so the roots are never saturated; always empty
saucer after watering; water sparingly during winter,
but in summer water once a week; feeding is crucial
for healthy plants, so, when in active growth, use either a special orchid fertilizer or a general purpose
liquid feed at a quarter of its usual strength.
When buying Christmas trees:
the cheapest
option is cut trees which can be shredded afterwards;
the best trees to be used again next year are container
grown as they have lived in a pot all their lives and

Perennials annuals and bulbs: when tempted to buy
cut-price spring-flowering bulbs from garden centres,
only go for late flowering narcissus like “Passionale”
and late flowering tulips such as “Queen of Night”,
Allium “Purple Sensation” and Crocus Chrysanthus.
Trees and shrubs: the dormant season gives a good
opportunity prune deciduous trees and shrubs; acers
and birches must be pruned before Christmas or they
will bleed sap from the pruning wounds; prune deciduous hedges including beech and hornbeam; the
only things not to touch are tender plants which should
be left until spring and members of the cherry family
which are best pruned in summer. Take hardwood cuttings of deciduous climbers such as wisteria and virginia creeper. Plant drifts of evergreen “Helleborus x
Hybridus“ for winter colour.
Veg and fruit: now is a good time to order seeds for
next year especially early ones like tomatoes and peppers; if plagued by club root, consider disease resistant
veges such white cabbage “Kilaton” or “Kilaxy”, brussel sprout “Crispus” or cauliflower “Clapton” or
“Clarify”. Check branches of fruit trees for mummified
fruits that have succumbed to brown rot and put them
in the waste bin, rather than composting, so the spores
are not spread. Force Rhubarb for earlier sweeter
stems by covering with a dark-coloured bucket. Bring
mint and chives in for continued picking.
The Lawn: can be cut when it begins to look unkempt
but only when relatively warm, and never in frosty
weather, using the highest setting of the lawnmower.
The Pond: If no ball is in the pond already, and it is
frozen over, then place a pan of boiling water on the
ice and wait for it to melt which will allow vital oxygen to reach the water and poisonous gases to escape.

What should we speak of when we are old as you?
When we shall hear the rain and wind beat dark December,
How, in this our pinching cave, shall we discourse
The freezing hours away?
Cymbeline.II, iii. [35]
How like a winter hath my absence been
From thee, the pleasure of the fleeting year!
What freezings have I felt, what dark days seen!
What old December’s bareness every where!

in December

Sonnet 97

both William Shakespeare
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Hambledon Cricket Club
IMPORTANT DATE FOR 2013 DIARY.
The club’s Annual General Meeting for 2013 will be held on Tuesday 19 February commencing at 8.00pm at
the Cricket Pavilion for members to attend.
This meeting is important as it is for the election of Club Captains, Club Officers, Welfare Officer, and Colts
Organisers for the 2013 season and to discuss the clubs finances and plans.
Anyone wishing to become a new or non-playing member is welcome to attend and take part at the meeting
and add to the discussions.
ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED
HAMBLEDON CRICKET CLUB – SENIOR SIDES 2013
We will continue with a 1st XI League and a Friendly side.
Please contact us if you wish to play or would like to help in the running of the Club Matches (eg, scoring, umpiring, making teas, or helping in other ways).
HAMBLEDON CRICKET CLUB – COLTS SECTION 2013
We aim to run Colts sides in 2013 for under 9s, under 11s and under 13s. All age groups will be entered into the
Berkeley Sports League for their relevant age group and we are expecting between 8-10 league games for each
age group.
We need your help as coaches, team managers and volunteers for all groups
If you are a colts Dad or Mum, we need your help. Please call Simon Rhodes (01428 682401), Caroline Tristem
(01428 685455) or Bob Cunningham or email bob.cunningham@gom.co.uk.
Should you require any information about the club, please call the Club Captain, Martin Johnson (01483
452811); the Secretary, Bruce Sleep (01428 684454), or our President, Mic. Coleman (01428 682977).
Hambledon Cricket Club has its own web site. Find us on www.hambledon.play-cricket.com
Arthur Blackman, Chairman

Puzzle Solutions
Word Search

Crossword
Messiah
Broken
Heart
Freedom

Beauty
Ashes
Son
God

Darkness
Favour
Prisoners
Comfort

Jesus
Seen
Father
Whoever

Mourn
Longing
Bestow Thousand
Crown

Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate
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Fickle fortune flattens Dons
Just about everything is conspiring against the Dons – Hambledon FC – a freaky
injury list, dodgy penalty decisions, chances that just won’t go in, as club skipper
Matt Kiley reports

T

he Dons got their first win of the season with a
4-2 victory over Esher in the County Cup. The
Dons were cruising, with a two goal lead after
Paul Wicks and Stuart Cook had both finished well,
but Esher were given a lifeline when the ball dropped
just outside the area and was finished with a screamer
into the top corner.
Hambledon should have made the game safe but
were wasteful and disaster struck when the Esher sub
scuffed a shot into the bottom corner. But Hambledon
found the extra gear with 10 minutes left when Will
Grove was pushed upfront. He scored after a great
through ball from Kerry Barber. The Dons then finished the game off with a penalty from Paul Wicks.
With AFC Watermans withdrawing from the
league, Hambledon were given a bye into the next
round of the Premier Cup. The Dons then travelled to
league leaders Puttenham with a host of players injured. John Bergeret was handed his debut and Charlie
Moriano was promoted from the reserve team along
with Tom Dee.
The Dons were playing well and, after an early
injury to John-Paul Taafe, Charlie came on and soon
had his first goal for the Dons when his cross from the
left took a deflection and caught the keeper out. However, his joy was short lived when he was forced off
with an injury to be replaced by his father, Carlo. It
turned out that he had broken his ankle and we wish
him a speedy recovery.
Excellent saves
The second half was all Puttenham with the Dons tiring, but the defence were holding firm backed up by
some excellent saves from Lee Gaywood. Ryan Millis
was forced off with cramp, so, with no other subs, the
Dons were down to 10 men and Puttenham were able
to take advantage of the extra space to find the equaliser. The game finished 1-1.
Next up, Hambledon welcomed Burpham to
Badger Park. Again they were struggling with players
absent and Chris Harman was signed to bolster the
ranks. However, Hambledon started slowly with Burpham in the ascendency and they really should have
been one up early on, hitting the post twice. But they
had their reward when a ball into the Dons’ box was
well finished by one of their midfielders.
Chris Harman was introduced for his debut early
in the second half and it was all Hambledon. With Will
Grove’s pace causing Burpham problems, the Dons
were level after good work between Chris and Will
Grove. Will crossed to the far post to leave Paul Wicks

with an easy header. The Dons pushed for all three
points but couldn’t find the winner.
Hambledon then travelled to AFC Molesey in the
next round of the cup, but their preparations were not
great with late drop outs. Will Mooney was caught in
traffic and Chris Harman didn’t even make it to the
ground. So Hambledon were forced to play two veterans – Mark Pateman and Carlo Moriano, with Marcus
Morren coming up from the reserves.
Suited to playing rugby
It was a tough game for the Dons with a strong wind
and the pitch more suited to playing rugby. But Lee
Gaywwod’s handling in goal was exemplarily and the
Dons back four were looking very strong. Hambledon
took the lead with a great bit of play down the left between Paul Wicks and Carlo Moriano, who played in
Will Grove and he smashed home.
The second half AFC Molesey came back into
the game making a few changes. But Hambledon
weathered the storm and looked to have one foot in the
next round of the Cup when Will Grove pounced on a
mistake to prod the ball past the onrushing keeper.
However, the home team were awarded a very soft
penalty with 10 minutes to play and they made no mistake. Extra time was forced when they bundled home
with the last kick of the game.
Dons had penalty shouts of their own in extra
time. Then disaster struck when AFC Molesey scored
with the last kick of extra time to dump the Dons out
of the Cup – a result the patched-up Dons did not deserve.
Hambledon were back in league action against
Holmbury St Mary and three debuts were given to
James Mariner, Dan Platt and Barry Kerr. Hambledon
were comfortable in the game, but didn’t really trouble
the Holmbury goal. The home team looked to counter
with long balls up to their strikers and took the lead
after a long ball caught Hambledon out; their striker
finished well.
The second half was all Hambledon and they
camped out in the Holmbury half. But it looked to be
one of those days with Stu Cook just firing wide when
through on goal. He then hit the post and the Holmbury keeper was having the game of his life. Finally
Hambledon had their break through after a scramble in
the box and Paul Wicks shot could only be helped in
by the keeper.
The Dons threw everything at Holmbury and
created enough chances to win three matches let alone
one. But they could not find the winner.
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She was the Nigella of her day. Mrs Beeton – Isabella Beeton – was a glamorous
figure who died tragically young. Yet her 1,200-page Book of Household
Management lives on and here are two Christmas recipes adapted from it

in the South East

Mrs Beeton’s Christmas

The best cookery corner

Chestnut stuffing
900 grams whole raw chestnuts
½ pint vegetable stock
25 grams butter
A good pinch of sugar
Salt and pepper

A very traditional stuffing to serve with the Christmas turkey
which would go as well with roast chicken. Serve as a side dish,
not as actual stuffing for the bird.
Slit the chestnuts and roast in the oven for about 20 minutes.
Allow to cool a little.
Remove both the outer and inner skins, put the chestnuts into a
stewpan, add the stock (no more than will barely cover them)
and simmer until they become tender
Rub through a fine sieve or use a potato masher.
Add the butter, salt and pepper and use as required.
Oven temperature: 200° C (400° F – gas 6)

Rich fruit cake
500 grams mixed dried fruit
50 grams candied peel, chopped
50 grams glacé cherries, halved
115 grams flaked almonds
60ml each brandy and sweet sherry
Finely grated zest of 1 lemon
160 grams softened butter (& extra for greasing)
160 grams soft brown sugar
1 table spoon black treacle or molasses
Combine the dried fruit, peel, cherries, almonds,
sherry and brandy in a large bowl. Stir, cover and
leave overnight.
Next day, add the lemon zest to the fruit and stir
well. Pre-heat the oven to 140°C/gas mark 1. Line a
baking tray with a double layer of foil. Grease the tin
and line the base and sides with non-stick baking
paper. Secure a sheet of newspaper around the outside of the tin with a paperclip.
In a large bowl, cream together the butter and sugar
until light and fluffy. Beat in the treacle or molasses.
Beat the eggs and milk together and add to the butter mixture in 3–4 batches, beating well between
each addition. Now sift together the salt, spices and
flour and fold them into the mixture until just com-

3 medium eggs
3 table spoons milk
Pinch of salt
1⁄2 tea spoon ground mace
1⁄2 tea spoon freshly grated nutmeg
1⁄2 tea spoon mixed spice
200 grams sifted plain flour
Special equipment: A deep 17cm round cake tin

bined. Add the fruit and stir to distribute it evenly
through the batter, then transfer the batter to the
tin. Make a shallow depression in the middle.
Place the tin on the baking tray and cover with a
sheet of foil, tucking it under the tin to keep it in
place. Bake in the centre of the oven for 2½ hours,
turning every 30 minutes, then check to see if the
cake is cooked by inserting a skewer into the middle. If it comes out clean, the cake is done. If not,
reduce the oven temperature to 130°C and retest
after 30 minutes.
Cool the cake overnight in the tin, then carefully turn
it out, leaving the baking paper in place, and store
in an airtight container for a month. If you like, you
can feed occasionally with a little brandy.
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The best time to give
The generosity of an anonymous villager – plus various government
incentives – means that the next £8,000-worth of donations to Hambledon’s community fund will
grow to £28,000, as Katherine Evans explains. That’s got to make you want to donate

W

ith another grant made this month (this time
to an individual in need), and discussions
with other potential applicants under way,
the necessity to step up our efforts and reach our first
target of raising £100,000 has never been clearer.
If we were able to meet this target, we feel that
the dividends used for grant-making would provide a
permanent, sustainable resource that would really help
Hambledon’s groups and residents, both now and in
the future.
Last week we welcomed the news that a recently-launched government scheme, called the Community First Programme, meant that any donations to
local, permanent funds, such as our community fund,
would be matched by the government with a further 50
per cent of funding. In addition, the Gift Aid tax shield
gives at least a further 25 per cent of the pre-matched
amount. Thus a £100 donation would accrue £25
through Gift Aid, and £50 through match funding –
making it, in effect, a donation of £175.
Even better still, we have a generous, anonymous
donor amongst us, who would like to match, like-forlike, the first £8,000 worth of any donations received
whilst the Community First matching programme is in
effect – for the Hambledon fund this will be until the
end of June 2013.
There is therefore no better time to donate than
now! If we receive £8,000 worth of donations between

now and June, we would receive £8,000 of direct
matching from our anonymous donor, making it
£16,000. We would then receive £8,000 from the government’s Community First match funding programme
and £4,000 in Gift Aid. Your £8,000 could therefore
become £28,000, overnight! And we would then be
much closer to our initial target of £100,000.
It’s just got to make you want to donate, which is
why – pardon us for being a little pushy – we have
attached a revised donation form on the opposite side
of this spread.
Surviving winter
Meanwhile, following a successful appeal last year,
the nationwide Surviving Winter 2012 scheme, of
which the community fund is a part, has now launched
again to support older and more vulnerable people
through the winter months. Thanks to your kind donations last year, we now have some funds ring-fenced
within the community fund to support such folk (either
now or in the future). If you receive your winter fuel
cheque from the government this year and are fortunate enough to be able to offer it to the Surviving Winter scheme, please follow directions on page 31 on
ways to donate.
If your group supports older people and you require funding, or you know of any individual in need
of support, please contact us.
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Useful Information and Telephone Numbers
GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES
Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses
Health Visitors

01428 682218
01428 685249
01428 685249

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG
Tel: Doctors

01483 415885

Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ
Tel: Doctors
Health Visitors & Community Nurses

01483 414461
01483 415564

Chiddingfold – Ridgeley Road, GU8 4QP
Tel: Doctors
Community Nurses

01428 683174
01428 683735

HOSPITALS
Royal Surrey County Hospital
Milford Hospital

01483 571122
01483 782000

Equipment for short term use
Some items only required for a short time (usually 3 months) may be borrowed. Type of
equipment available includes bed blocks, bed cradles, back rests, commodes, wheelchairs,
bed pans, urinals.
Contact: British Red Cross, Equipment Loan Centre,
Wey Court, off Meadrow, Godalming, GU7 3JE. Tel: 01483 429253
Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm
POLICE
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer: PC Tracey Taylor
PCSO Dave Boxall
01483 630086
Email address
taylor3071@surrey.pnn.police.uk
Urgent calls
999
Non-urgent and crime reporting
0845 125 2222
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS
Chief co-ordinator
Mr R Vickery
Area 1
Mr R. Kilsby
Hydestile
Area 2
Mr A.G. Blackman
Church Lane
Area 3
Miss J. Woolley
Woodlands Road
Area 4
Mrs C. Pitt
Malthouse Lane
Area 5
Mr A. Hammond
Cricket Green
Area 6
Mr J. Tidmarsh
Lane End
Area 7
Mr I. Campbell
Feathercombe Lane

01428 682036
01483 423637
01428 683871
01428 684213
01428 682940
01428 683625
01428 682067
01483 860264

UTILITIES
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries)
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours

0845 9200800
0845 2780845
0845 7708090
0800 111 999
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman

John Anderson

01428 682666

Vice-Chairman

Philip Underwood

01428 682742

Karen Jones
Mike Parry
Paul Pattinson
Stewart Payne
Peter Spall
Jane Woolley

01428 681339
01428 682303
01428 682000
01483 425250
01428 683555
01428 684213

Councillors

Clerk

Surrey County Councillor

Dr Andrew Povey,

01483 267443

Waverley Borough Councillors
Liz Cable
Adam Taylor-Smith

01428 682640
01483 555573

GENERAL
Borough Hall

01483 523333

Cinema Borough Hall (Tickets & Information)

01483 523004

Library

01483 422743

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange deliveries

01428 682176

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office
(see page 3 for more information)

01483 421267

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings

01428 683588

Train Information
Times and fares for all national services

0845 7484950

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without
transport, ring 01428 682959. If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 682702
VETERINARY SURGEONS
Milford Veterinary Surgery
37, New Road, Milford
Rivendell
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe
In an emergency, ring either number

01483 414747
01483 421833

Hambledon Village Shop & Post Office
Opening Times
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Shop
9 – 5.00
9 – 5.00
9 – 5.00
9 – 5.00
9 – 5.00
9 – 1.00
9 – 12.00

Post Office
9.30 – 12.30
1.30 – 4.30
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
9.30 – 12.30
1.30 – 4.30
9.30 – 12.30
1.30 – 4.30
9.30 – 12.30
Closed
Closed
Closed
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