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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDO� 
 

Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 

                                                   simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Associate Vicar The Rev Catherine McBride 01483 421267 

 Mervil Bottom, Malthouse Lane,  

 Hambledon GU8 4HG   catherine.mcbride@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Curates  The Rev David Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road 

 Godalming GU7 1TG 
 

 The Rev James Gibson 01483 421267 

 2 South Hill,  

 Godalming GU7 1JT              james.gibson@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Ordinand in training Mr Alwyn Webb 01483 425244 

 36 Pullman Lane 

 Godalming GU7 1XY 
 

Churchwardens Mrs Vicky Page  

 Sawmill Cottage, Salt Lane 

 Hydon Heath GU8 4DH 01483 869849 
 

 Mrs Jacqui Rook 

 1 Hambledon Park 

 Hambledon  GU8 4ER 01428 684390 
 

Assistant Churchwarden Mr David Chadwick, Little Beeches, 

 14 Springhill, Elstead, 

 Godalming, GU8 6EL 01252 702268 
 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid Dr Alison Martin 

 Tillies  Munstead Heath Road 

 Godalming GU8 4AR 01483 893619 
 

Sunday groups 

 Crèche, Pre-School:  Georgina Aylward 01428 682591 

 School Years 1-6:      Alwyn Webb 01483 425244 

 

 

Sunday Services 
 

Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month on page 5 
 

Home Groups meet regularly on Monday afternoons and Wednesday evenings at various locations.   

Details from the Rev Catherine McBride  

Tel: 01483 421267 
 

Alpha details and information from  

John & Jeannie Postill    Tel:  01428 687968  
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact  

Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office  

Tel �o: 01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm) 
 

Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued, 

contact the Church Wardens 
 

The Rector is  normally off duty on Fridays 
 

The Associate Vicar is  normally off duty on Fridays 
 

The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of 

Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr Chris Bergin 01428 643877);  

St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s,  

Milford (Fr Michael 01483 416880) 
 

TO SUBSCRIBE A�D HAVE THE MAGAZI�E  

DELIVERED, PLEASE CO�TACT 

PAT WILLIAMS   01428 682455 

 

Copy deadlines for the 

April magazine 
 

The deadline is Thursday, 21 March 

Please send your copy to 

 

Philip Ryland 

Little Leat, Lane End 

Hambledon, Godalming, GU8 4HD 

Email: psryland@waitrose.com 

Tel: 01428 683111 

 

Advertisers, please contact 

Tony Parker 

Email: the.parkers@virgin.net 

Tel: 01428 683577 
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 Rector’s Reflections – March 

A strange moment on a petrol station forecourt 

 

I 
 am writing this article on Ash Wednesday.  As it takes a while for the article to make it to print you 

will  probably  read  it close to Easter.  This  morning I took a special assembly for the children at 

Busbridge Church of England Junior School.  We made up some paste out of wood-ash, mixed in a 

bit of olive oil and then offered to put a little daub on the forehead of any child or teacher who would 

like to take part.  It was quite an exciting few minutes as we invited everyone to think about what Ash 

Wednesday means to Christians and to have a ‘thinking moment’ for themselves. The children disap-

peared with lots of giggles to wipe their tiny ash-marks away. I left mine on and forgot about it.   

An hour later I went to the petrol station at Sainsburys down in town.  I began to notice that I was 

being cast a few strange looks from people on the forecourt and in the shop.   Then I went to a meeting 

elsewhere but could not find the location.  I asked someone for directions.  They showed me the way and 

then said “Do you know you have a mark on your head?  You might like to wipe it off.”  It was only 

then that I remembered the ash-cross. 

When Jesus said “take up your cross and follow me” in the Bible I do not think he meant a literal 

need to ‘pick up a cross’; nor to draw one on my head.  Yet there was something slightly disconcerting 

about remembering I had something ‘marking me out’ on my forehead.  I started to play-back the car 

journey up to my meeting.  Had I driven well?  What had I said in the petrol station?  Was I polite?  Did 

I hold the door open for that old lady as she walked in?  When people stared at me, did I give them a 

glare back or was I relaxed?  I started to think about what it might be like to be ‘known as a Christ-

follower’ in all I am and do.  What if I were marked out as noticeable in some way?  Would it change 

me, or my behaviour? Or would this be something I would hope would change for the better even if I 

could walk through the week incognito?  I wonder how you would answer these questions. 

There have been several stories in the press recently about Christianity.  Most of them appear to 

have portrayed Christianity as negative: retrograde; out of step with changing situations; old fashioned; 

perhaps just for the over-65s (is there anything wrong with being over 65?); imposing values on people; 

intolerant; arrogant even.   I am not one for defending the indefensible and in the past the Church might 

even have cosied up to powers and princes for the wrong reasons but the Christian faith cannot change 

on a whim; even if this makes us out of touch in the eyes of many.  Wearing a cross is sometimes about 

standing out as a little different: some might even say ‘strange’. 

As I walk down a street with a black smudge of a cross on my head I am reminded that the Jesus I 

live for stood out in ways that were probably uncomfortable for him too in all his humanity.  It took him 

to places that I am probably unlikely to want to go to; to speak with people who I probably shy away 

from; and to a hill where he died in a manner which I hope never to endure; and three days later he dem-

onstrated that everything had changed.  That old rugged cross was the place that redefined everything 

and means Christians must be willing to go to places that are uncomfortable, talk to those who disagree 

with them; offer generosity to those who have never experienced it. 

To me, this is part of what it means, not just to wear a cross but to live out the cross in my life.  It 

can be uncomfortable and challenging; but it is a challenge Christ lived first for me.  Though it still felt 

strange being looked at in the Sainsburys queue!  Have a great Easter and see you at one of the services 

across Hambledon and Busbridge. 

Simon Taylor, Rector, 
Hambledon and Busbridge 
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CHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDAR    
March 2013March 2013March 2013March 2013    

3rd March   9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

3rd Sunday of Lent 11.00 am  Messy Church – something for all ages, 

  including grown ups 
 ____________________________________________________ 

10th March 
4th Sunday of Lent   9.30 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 

Mothering Sunday 11.00 am Holy Communion (with Children’s Groups) 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday 16th March    8.30 am to 10.00 am – Prayer Breakfast in Church Rooms 

   A time to meet together for prayer:  all are welcome 

 ___________________________________________________ 

 

17th March   9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

5th Sunday of Lent 11.00 am Morning Worship (with Children’s Groups) 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

24th March   9.30 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 

Palm Sunday 11.00 am Morning Worship (with Children’s Groups) 

  6.30 pm Evening Worship at Busbridge with choir 

  including extracts from Stainer’s Crucifixion 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

HOLY WEEK The Road to Easter – a series of ‘stations’ set up in the church and 

grounds to help you reflect on the Easter story.  Do come to have some 

time and space for your own reflection. Suitable for all ages. 

 ____________________________________________________ 

Mon, Tues, Wed, 

25th-27th March   8.30 pm Prayer and Reflections for Holy Week at Busbridge 

 ____________________________________________________ 

28th March 
Maundy Thursday   8.30 pm Benefice Service in Busbridge 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 
29th March 10.45 am Churches together Walk of Witness, Godalming 

Good Friday 12.00 noon Benefice Meditation at Hambledon 

   2.30 pm Walk from Hambledon to Busbridge 

 ____________________________________________________ 

30th March 
Easter Eve   3.00 pm Benefice Easter Garden Service at Busbridge 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

                                      Clocks go forward * 
31st March   6.45 am* BST Sunrise Service Churches Together, Tuesley 

Easter Day   9.30 am* BST Holy Communion 

 11.00 am* BST All Age Celebration 

 

St Peter’s should have its new audio visual system up and running in time for the Easter services. The set-
up will include a loop system for the main part of the church and a new projection system.  
And many thanks to all who contributed to the special collections at Christmas services, raising £416, not 
including Gift Aid, for Tearfund. 
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T his month, Winton Dean (pictured), Hamble-

don’s resident expert on Handel, celebrates his 

97th birthday. Friends and neighbours send their many 

congratulations.  

 

Congratulations to Joan Vickery on attaining her 

92nd birthday. Joan is now resident in a Grayshott care 

home and we were sorry to learn that she had recently 

broken her wrist. We all send our love and good 

wishes for a speedy recovery. 

 

We send our good wishes and congratulations to 

Maximo and Isabel Ulrich on the birth of their son 

Lorenzo Alfie, a brother for Matilda and a grandson 

for Andy and Sally Falk. The Ulrich family are 

 

PARISH & PEOPLE 

shortly moving to Chiddingfold and we are pleased to 

learn that they will not be too far away. 

 

Brian and Ruth Phillips celebrate their 50th Wedding 

Anniversary this month. We are delighted to learn that 

their daughter, Dawn, and her family will be arriving 

from Australia to join the festivities. 

 

We have been saddened to learn of the death of the 

sister of Mary Caroe, Tessa Till. To Mary and her 

family we extend our loving sympathy, especially as 

we know that Tessa’s health over such a long period 

has been the cause of  much concern. Tessa was wid-

owed shortly before her death, which was added to the 

family’s sadness.  

E 
aster seems very early this year. As I sit here 

writing this, in the middle of February, it feels 

as if Christmas was only a couple of weeks 

ago!  I’ve noticed that, in church circles at least, peo-

ple always remark that ‘Easter is late this year’, or 

‘Easter is early this year’. Is it ever simply, ‘on time’?!  

When is the right time for Easter anyway? 

Jesus, it seems, had an impeccable sense of tim-

ing. Not in the sense of knowing how to deliver the 

killer punch-line for maximum effect, but in his ability 

to sense in the core of his being when the time, the 

moment, was exactly right for him to act. He knew 

when it was the right time to emerge from the obscu-

rity of the family-run carpentry business and to begin 

travelling around telling people, ‘The time has come. 

The kingdom of God has come near! Repent and be-

lieve the good news’ (Mark 1.15). He knew when the 

time was right to begin his final journey towards Jeru-

salem, knowing full well what would happen to him 

there. And, as John writes in his gospel, the night be-

fore he died ‘Jesus knew that the time had come for 

him to leave this world and go to the Father’ (John 

13.1). Now, says John, was the time for Jesus to show 

his followers the full extent of his love. 

The full extent of that love meant the cross; the 

only way to provide the opportunity for a clean slate, a 

fresh start for people like you and me; the only way to 

do battle with death itself and to defeat it. 

Maybe it’s a good thing that there is no one, 

fixed day in the calendar which is always Easter day.  

That way it reminds us that we are always in need of 

the love that Jesus shows us; that we’re always in need 

of that opportunity for a fresh start which Jesus offers 

us and that we can come to him to receive that love 

and new beginning any day and every day, whatever 

the date. Perhaps that time for you is now. It’s always 

the right time for Easter. 

Vicar’s Easter messageVicar’s Easter messageVicar’s Easter messageVicar’s Easter message    

Catherine McBride, Associate Vicar,  

Hambledon and Busbridge  
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PARISH ASSEMBLY 
 
THURSDAY 18 APRIL in the Village HallTHURSDAY 18 APRIL in the Village HallTHURSDAY 18 APRIL in the Village HallTHURSDAY 18 APRIL in the Village Hall    
Doors open 7:30pmDoors open 7:30pmDoors open 7:30pmDoors open 7:30pm    
 
It’s a chance to meet new arrivals in the 

village and chat to them and other friends over a 
glass of wine 

Meeting starts 8:00pm  
An overview of the Parish Council’s activi-

ties during the past year 
Representatives’ reports on other village 

activities 
 
HAMBLEDON COMMUNITY FUND HAMBLEDON COMMUNITY FUND HAMBLEDON COMMUNITY FUND HAMBLEDON COMMUNITY FUND     
    
In the five years since it was launched at 

the 2008 Parish Assembly, the Hambledon Com-
munity Fund has raised over £100,000 – an 
amazing achievement for a village of well under 
1,000 inhabitants. So come and celebrate this 
achievement and hear more about the fund’s 
work within the village, how it operates, and how 
it supports local groups and people living  in 
Hambledon.  

port proposals, which raised the most concerns when 

the Parish Council reviewed the application. Nothing 

in the revised documents appears to have addressed 

either the Parish Council’s concerns or its suggestions 

for mitigating the strains that transport generated by 

the development will place on the existing infrastruc-

ture. The Parish Council has therefore asked if can 

make representations at the meeting on 20 March. 

 

Other bits and bobs 
A proposal to place bus stop signs on existing struc-

tures at the Village Hall, the Merry Harriers and the 

Hydestile Crossroads, as a further means of promoting 

the three-times a week 503 bus service through the 

village, was agreed.  

The National Trust is commissioning a structural 

survey of Oakhurst Cottage during the spring/early 

summer, with the resultant remedial work being fac-

tored into the information provided to visitors by the 

volunteer guides. Lastly, the timetable for the intro-

duction of superfast broadband throughout Surrey goes 

public on 21 February. Philip Underwood will be at 

that gathering and will report back.  

T 
he Parish Council usually finalises its budget 

for the next financial year at its January meet-

ing. This year, however, the process was de-

layed by the financial implications of the Local Gov-

ernment Act 2012, which have reduced the grant that 

Waverley will receive from central government. The 

consequence of this is that Waverley will have to make 

a small increase in the Council Tax that it charges to 

its residents; but it was not possible for the amount of 

the increase to be announced until mid-January.  

Hambledon Parish Council had already decided 

that it would try to offset this increase with a decrease 

in its precept, as well as maintaining for the fourth 

year running the cap on its own expenditure. At the 

meeting on 12 February both these aims were 

achieved, with the approval of a budget for 2013-14 

that will nevertheless maintain the level of support that 

the Parish Council gives to essential village activities. 

 

Poor road maintenance 

Much of the meeting on 12 February was taken up by 

highways maintenance – or the lack of it. Councillors 

expressed dissatisfaction, if not frustration, with Sur-

rey County Council’s failure to respond to repeated 

requests for information as to why the blocked drain at 

the top of School Hill could not be cleared and why 

resurfacing of the road between Church Lane and 

Woodlands Road was deferred until the drain was run-

ning freely (and thus able to take the surface water that 

in the meantime can only flow along the road).  

The council agreed that this particular problem 

was symptomatic of an ever-decreasing amount of 

highways maintenance that the County Council under-

takes and that, if the ditches and drains throughout the 

village were ever to be returned to good working or-

der, the Parish Council might have to commission 

some of the necessary work itself.  

As a first step, Mike Parry and the Clerk will 

meet the responsible county council highways engi-

neer to discuss a programme of work. A further diffi-

culty is that neither the county council nor Waverley 

has maps or other information relating to the layout of 

the drains; so another task for the Parish Council could 

be the compilation of a map of Hambledon’s drains.  

 

Tuesley Farm development 

The outline planning application for Upper Tuesley 

Farm (that part of the Milford Hospital site earmarked 

for housing development) is due to be considered by 

Waverley’s Planning Committee on 20 March. In the 

meantime there have been some revisions to the trans-

The road to frustrationThe road to frustrationThe road to frustrationThe road to frustration    

The good news – Hambledon Parish Council will cut the small tax that it 

levies on villagers; the bad news – poor road maintenance in the village is 

draining away the council’s confidence in Surrey County Council 

 
Hambledon 

Parish Council 
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What’s happening around the villageWhat’s happening around the villageWhat’s happening around the villageWhat’s happening around the village    

    

Coffee Morning Coffee Morning Coffee Morning Coffee Morning  
Tuesday 19th March, at 11am, in the Church Room  
 and the third Tuesday each month 
 

All welcome - do come 
More information from Jacqui Rook 01428 684390 

Hambletots! 
We are a friendly, local baby and toddler group who meet on  

Wednesday mornings in Hambledon Village Hall from 10-11.30am 
 

We have toys for all ages, a baby area and we organise a craft activity for the older children. 

Come along and meet other local parents, carers and children over a cup of tea or coffee. 
 

March dates are Wednesdays March dates are Wednesdays March dates are Wednesdays March dates are Wednesdays 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th 
  

  please call Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 for more information  

 

                            

WAGs WAGs WAGs WAGs Wednesday Afternoon Group Wednesday Afternoon Group Wednesday Afternoon Group Wednesday Afternoon Group                              

 
 

The next meeting is at Hambledon Village Hall onThe next meeting is at Hambledon Village Hall onThe next meeting is at Hambledon Village Hall onThe next meeting is at Hambledon Village Hall on    

Wednesday 20th March at 2.30 p.m.Wednesday 20th March at 2.30 p.m.Wednesday 20th March at 2.30 p.m.Wednesday 20th March at 2.30 p.m.    
    

David Parker will give an interesting talk: David Parker will give an interesting talk: David Parker will give an interesting talk: David Parker will give an interesting talk:     

All about NettingAll about NettingAll about NettingAll about Netting    
 

We look forward to seeing you.  
    
 

Jan Kilsby Julie Atkin    

Contact number Jan Kilsby 01483 423637  

 

B E R L I O Z : Grande Messe des Morts  
“...suited to an architectural expanse, Berlioz lets rip, but retains sensitivity to instrumental timbre even on this vast scale…” 

 

Guildford Cathedral, Saturday 20 April, 7.30pm   Guildford Cathedral, Saturday 20 April, 7.30pm   Guildford Cathedral, Saturday 20 April, 7.30pm   Guildford Cathedral, Saturday 20 April, 7.30pm       
Godalming Choral Society  Godalming Choral Society  Godalming Choral Society  Godalming Choral Society  •  Epworth Choir    Epworth Choir    Epworth Choir    Epworth Choir  •   Redhill Sinfonia  Redhill Sinfonia  Redhill Sinfonia  Redhill Sinfonia  •  Woking Symphony Orchestra   Woking Symphony Orchestra   Woking Symphony Orchestra   Woking Symphony Orchestra  

                                          Matthew Willis, Conductor  •   Ben Johnson, Tenor 
 

Tickets  Tickets  Tickets  Tickets   £20, £15, £5 (Students & Children) 

Record Corner, Pound Lane, Godalming                                                

Box Office (Godalming) 07505 203468  

Or on-line at www.epworthchoir.org                                                    Supporting: 
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The Society’s Annual General Meeting will be followed by 

Tales of Old Hambledon 
An Evening with Norman Gravestock 

 

Our speaker this year is local resident,  Norman Gravestock, who will be sharing his knowledge 

about the economic and social facts of our village heritage,  and much more besides.  His excep-

tional wit and wisdom will cause us to reflect on our village's rich heritage and entertain us. 

Norman is well known and respected for his love of Hambledon’s heritage and knowledge of 

past history. He is also Curator of Oakhurst, the National Trust Cottage sitting on the edge of 

the Village Green close by the old medieval route through the Hurst to Chiddingfold and Chiches-

ter beyond.  

After the meeting there will be time to chat with Norman and Committee members,  

as well as each other.   Refreshments and light snacks will be provided. 
 

Please join the HHSC members and friends for an informative and social evening at the Village 

Hall.    There will be no entrance fee but the Committee relies on your support to fund its publica-

tions and initiatives by supporting the raffle and making a small donation to cover the costs of the 

evening. 

All welcome 
For further information regarding the Hambledon Heritage Society and its activities please con-

tact, Julie Steele, Chairman, 01428-682853.       

      A��UAL GE�ERAL MEETI�G on Wednesday, 13 March 2013  
Hambledon Village Hall, 7:30 pm for 8 pm 

Take time out to contemplate the  

 Road to EASTER 
for some peace, and  

come on a prayer journey:  
 

Hambledon and Busbridge Churches 

will be open to visit and to 

re-discover the power of the Cross  

in Holy Week (25 to 29 March).  
 

You can walk the Easter story  

and engage with it in peace  

and quiet.  All  are welcome.   

For opening times and full details  

visit www.bhcgodalming.org  

or ring 01483 421267  

Hambledon Community Fund Hambledon Community Fund Hambledon Community Fund Hambledon Community Fund is the Guest Speaker Guest Speaker Guest Speaker Guest Speaker at Annual Parish Assembly, at Annual Parish Assembly, at Annual Parish Assembly, at Annual Parish Assembly, Thurs 18 

April Your chance Your chance Your chance Your chance to hear more about its work and activities in the village.  Find out how 
the fund operates and how it can help individuals and groups.  
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Following a successful appeal last year, the na-
tionwide Surviving Winter scheme, of which Ham-
bledon Community Fund is a part, has been 
launched again to support older and more vulner-
able people through the winter months. Thanks 
to your kind donations, we now have funds ring-
fenced within the community fund to support the 
elderly and more vulnerable people within our 
community. Indeed, the fund has recently made a 
grant to help someone buy winter fuel. 

If you receive your winter fuel cheque from 
the government this year and are fortunate 
enough to be able to offer it to the Surviving Win-
ter scheme, please follow directions on page 27 
of ways to donate. 

Equally, if your group supports older or vul-
nerable people within the village and you require 
funding, or you know of any individual in need of 
support, please contact us. We act in confidence 
and grants of this nature will not be publicised.  
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W 
e’re still in a state of elation that, in Janu-

ary, the Hambledon Community Fund 

reached its first target of raising £100,000. 

The generosity and community spirit of Hambledon 

people never ceases to amaze us, and the next six 

months promises to leave us just as amazed and in-

debted to our wonderful community. 

With the government’s 50 per cent matching 

scheme still in operation, we’re continuing our fund-

raising efforts and moving towards our next target – 

and with this in sight, various groups and individuals 

have kindly offered to run some exciting fund-raising 

events for the benefit of the community fund. Please 

look out for details about these in the shop, on the vil-

lage website and in this magazine.  

Meanwhile, on Saturday, February 2, Roger Mat-

thews and his band, One Night Stand, raised the roof 

for the community fund in Hambledon Village Hall in 

the first of three events organised for this year. 

 

Hit after hit 
Roger (pictured above) and his team kindly offered to 

raise money for the Hambledon Community Fund by 

organising a rock’n’roll night. The talented band 

played hit after hit and had rockers and rollers from 

near and far grooving the night away on the dance 

floor. Julie and I would like to say a huge thank you to 

Roger, his band, and their entourage who helped set-

up, for treating us to such a special night. Roger prom-

ised us great music and a noisy evening, and he cer-

tainly fulfilled that.  

Thanks must also go to the Rock & Rollers who 

supported the event and helped make the night such a 

success. All proceeds from ticket and bar sales – 

around £1,200 – have been donated to the community 

fund. With the government’s 50 per cent match, it 

means just under £2,000 has been raised in total from 

the event and we can assure everyone it will be put to 

good use within the community. 

A special mention must also be made to Alison 

Martin, the Blackmans, the Millers and the Vickerys 

for all of their help with the organisation of Hamble-

Rock III. They beavered away tirelessly; planning, 

setting up, feeding the masses and then tidying away 

afterwards at midnight after a hard night on the dance 

floor. Their energy and community spirit have no 

bounds. 

We are now looking forward to this month’s 

Butterfly Supper – see separate poster for details – and 

our Night at the Opera in June. 

Hambledon rocksHambledon rocksHambledon rocksHambledon rocks    

With £100,000 in the bag, Hambledon community fund has further 

fund-raising targets and began its campaign with rock’n’rolling in 

the village hall, report Katherine Evans and Julie Llewelyn 

Hambledon getting on down 

Roger – belting out another 
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T hanks to Hambledon Heritage Soci-

ety and to Pete Gardner’s photos, 

we bring you another photo selection 

from the society’s albums to contrast 

how a village property looked ‘then’ and 

how it looks ‘now’. This is the first in a 

series through 2013 to mark the corona-

tion in 1953 of HM Queen Elizabeth II. 

As part of 1953’s coronation cele-

brations on June 2, Hambledon had a 

competition for “the best-decorated 

house” – that’s bunting, not Dulux 

Weathershield. Here are contrasting 

photos of Rose Cottage on the village 

green, then the home of Mr and Mrs 

Tom Hammond, which won third place 

(right) and how it looks today (below).  

Linking 1953 and 2013Linking 1953 and 2013Linking 1953 and 2013Linking 1953 and 2013    

As promised in our July 2012 commemorative issue, here are more  

contrasting pictures to show how Hambledon looked in the Queen’s 

coronation year and how it looks now 

February 2013, Rose Cottage February 2013, Rose Cottage February 2013, Rose Cottage February 2013, Rose Cottage as it is now. Thanks to  Mr and Mrs Ali Masterman           Photo by Pete Gardner 
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Hambledon Village Shop Hambledon Village Shop Hambledon Village Shop Hambledon Village Shop –––– The next 20 years The next 20 years The next 20 years The next 20 years    

Tim Parker, new Chairman of the Village Shop,  

writes about a successful shopping trip and announces a  

meeting for all volunteers and those who are interested  

 
The Village ShopThe Village ShopThe Village ShopThe Village Shop    

L 
ast week I walked into the village shop. It was 

a dark and rather dank afternoon and I was 

looking for a box of dog biscuits (for our two 

recalcitrant pugs) and also, I thought, perhaps a small 

cup of coffee to stave off the February chill. When I 

left, some 15 minutes later, I took with me not only the 

biscuits, a delicious 

coffee but also a syn-

opsis of John 

Grisham’s latest 

novel from the lady 

volunteer behind the 

deli counter and a 

detailed insight into 

Dutch tax law from the volunteer behind the till… now 

that’s what I call good value! And have you seen the 

ham and eggs? The ham is 23% cheaper than local 

competition, and the new free range eggs are fabulous! 

The village shop is a mainstay of local life and it 

would be great to keep it so. After its successful 

launch in 1992 it has prospered for 20 years and served 

the village well. To make a success of it for the next 

20 years we need renewed energy, enthusiasm and 

commitment. The new Board (myself, John Anderson, 

Jamie Sehmer and Louise Rhodes) are determined to 

build on solid foundations and lift it to the next level. 

As we all know, the management team (the 3 ‘A’s) are 

doing a great job, but, more than anything, we rely on 

the shop’s fantas-

tic volunteers. 

Let’s breathe ex-

tra new life into 

our shop with the 

satisfaction of 

duty done and a 

sense of fun! 

The plan is this: 

On Thursday 21st March there’ll be an Open 

Meeting at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. All Volunteers, 

and all those who are interested, are invited. It’ll be a 

forum for discussion, but with an agenda. We will: 

 Outline the state of current trading 

 Ask for ideas (we already have a few!) 

 Outline how we envisage Volunteers will be 

motivated, recruited and rewarded 

 Ask for small teams of Volunteers to carry out 

specific projects 

 Drink a cup of tea or coffee 

Hambledon Village ShopHambledon Village ShopHambledon Village ShopHambledon Village Shop    
 

Open Meeting 7.30pm, Thursday, 21st March  
 

At the Village Hall At the Village Hall At the Village Hall At the Village Hall –––– Light refreshments Light refreshments Light refreshments Light refreshments    

Great speaker at Hambledon Ladies BreakfastGreat speaker at Hambledon Ladies BreakfastGreat speaker at Hambledon Ladies BreakfastGreat speaker at Hambledon Ladies Breakfast    

H 
elen Azer, a young, enthusiastic, talented speaker, reflected on Valentine’s 

Day, where it originated and what it means to us today. She contrasted the 

world’s view of love to God’s love.  

She is a Minister in the Church of England and works tirelessly for the charity 

“Heartcry for Change”,  which brings God’s love and hope in a practical way to people 

all over the world. She told us about her work in Moldova, setting up homes of refuge 

for women caught up in slavery who were regarded by their captors as being past their “sell by” date.   

She talked with enthusiasm about passing on God’s love and encouraging everyone to pray for and bless others. 

At the end she stayed and came around the tables to tell us more. We would like her to come back sometime. 

A breakfast with a Valentine theme, tables decorated with hearts 

and a delicious eggy breakfast enjoyed by all at the Golf Club at 

Enton, as Jacqueline Hindley here reports 

At the next Hambledon Ladies Breakfast on 27th April Hambledon Ladies Breakfast on 27th April Hambledon Ladies Breakfast on 27th April Hambledon Ladies Breakfast on 27th April at West Surrey Golf Club our speaker is  
Lisa Burrell, who helps run “The Ark” in Horsham, a drop-in centre for the homeless. 
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W 
inter grinds on, moans Earthworm; though 

why he should be moaning with a steam-

ingly warm heap full to the top and an as-

surance that he will not have to move for a year is hard 

to understand. He does not even get a bill for the heat!  

But winter sometimes seems endless. First it is 

icy cold, with a wind chill factor adding to the already 

low temperature; then suddenly the sun shines – leaf 

buds start to show, the first primroses and violets in a 

warm spot open, snow-drops pop out of the ground 

and the birds start to sing. Did you think Spring was 

round the corner? Oh no. Two days later there is a 

sharp frost, temperatures fall to minus 5, and then it 

warms a little, and snows. Not just a sprinkling, a real 

deep fall. No school, dust down the toboggans, remove 

the spiders’ webs and off you go! But then comes rain 

on top of the snow, icy roads that give Earthworm the 

shakes. Why did he dare to venture out?  

A week later the pattern repeats itself with a light 

snow fall only, but a bitter wind, and then the tempera-

ture shoots up again two days later to 12. What has 

happened to our weather patterns, asks Earthworm ?  

Adults can put clothing on and take it off, but 

what about the animals and the birds? They are surely 

thinking of nesting when it gets so warm . But will 

there be another nasty cold surprise? There was even 

an observation of frogs spawning. Poor frogs’ eggs – 

they will just freeze in their spawn.  

Small wonder, thinks Earthworm, that all is so 

topsy-turvy when it comes to Nature; species dying 

out, and garden birds becoming scarce. Who remem-

bers the flocks of sparrows and starlings? Now they 

are nearly rarities. Earthworm fears more for the but-

terflies. After last year’s abysmal summer will there be 

any this year?  

The warm sunny days do make one think that 

maybe Spring is not so far off, but really one cannot 

count on anything. The awful May frosts are perhaps 

the worst “garden nasties”, nipping everything in the 

bud. In one night one can see the fruit blossom go, the 

flowering shrubs blacken and anything that had dared 

to push up prematurely be cut to the ground. 

Life can really be a struggle, muses Earthworm, 

back in his nice warm heap. 

Winter of discontentWinter of discontentWinter of discontentWinter of discontent    

F e b r u a r y  h a s 

p a s s e d  wi t h 

soggy snowy cold 

weather and now I 

feel a bit soggy and snowy. Okay, I’ve got white hair, 

which means that I’m always half way there. That just 

leaves the soggy bits.  

Aren’t the roads a mess? Pot holes everywhere, 

causing punctures and worse. There are some up by 

Church Lane that you could lose an elephant in. But I 

hear a rumour that those nice chaps in hi-viz jackets 

will be around soon to do a superb, professional job on 

our road surfaces – hmmm.  

Did we all enjoy the pub panto? Oh yes we did; 

we most certainly did. Thanks to Colin, Julie and the 

stars for all their hard work. I’m sure that no one could 

have made so many mistakes, they must have been 

scripted – a very clever ruse.  

Someone in my shop – of a certain age – was 

chatting about the television comedians of a few years 

back. She rattled off lots of names – Dave Allen, Ted 

Ray, Arthur Haynes, Arthur Askey, Charlie Chester, 

Mike and Bernie Winters. Although they were famous 

at the time, they have been forgotten. Pity.  

The eternal optimist, that’s me. I have started 

twiddling with my bike – that’s a 1956 Triumph Speed 

Twin 5T with a 500cc engine, in case you didn’t know. 

And I have been spotted polishing my “bells” – that’s 

my Morris bells, of course – so that they are all ready 

for May Day, which, of course, will be dry, mild and 

clear unlike last year. To finish, in the box there’s a 

publisher’s letter to someone famous, pointing out a 

few deficiencies in his manuscript. Don’t get too sun-

burnt in March.  

More than one TriumphMore than one TriumphMore than one TriumphMore than one Triumph    

 

Dear King James, 
 

Thank you for letting us see your impressive manu-
script. However, we are obliged to point out a num-
ber of shortcomings in part 1, where we were un-
happy with the level of violence. The word ‘smite’ 
appears there rather too frequently, as does 
‘begat’ in your chapters entitled ‘Chronicles’.  
Your lists may be better presented as an attached 
appendix. We are sure that this would improve the 
page-turning qualities of your book. We also feel 
that your unsympathetic treatment of women is 
unlikely to appeal to a female readership. 
On the whole; your work shows promise, but unfor-
tunately it does not fit our present list. 
Yours, etc. 
Commissioning Editor 
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RamblersRamblersRamblersRamblers    

  

 

 

HambledonHambledonHambledonHambledon    

T 
welve walkers thankful for a dry day for their 

monthly walk gathered at Tarn Pond, more 

commonly called Cutt Mill. Tarn Pond is a fine 

14th century estate lake, set amidst woodland on 

the edge of scenic Puttenham Common. An 

extensive carp stocking programme has 

been undertaken to return this water 

as a premier carp fishery. 

The route took us onto Put-

tenham Common where fine 

views towards the south were our 

reward for climbing the hill to the 

top. Puttenham Common is of 

high archaeological interest. Sub-

stantial finds have been recorded 

from every period except Saxon. 

The main feature is the Hill Fort at 

Hillbury, which is a Scheduled Ancient 

Monument, probably dating back to the Iron 

Age, but with greater evidence of occupation during 

Roman times.  

 

Used by the military 

The site was extensively used by the military during 

World War 2 with evidence including slit trenches and 

rifle range butts – a searchlight was situated in what is 

now the middle car park.  

Crossing the common, we joined the North 

Downs Way, which led us to another long distance-

foot path, the Fox Way. This was devised by Win King 

and Richard Fox. It is is a circular walk around Guild-

ford, covering 39 miles, that can be divided into seven 

stages (the seven linked places being Ripley Green, 

Clandon, Shere, Bramley, Godalming, Wanborough 

and Worpleston). Maximum use is made of the four 

railway stations around Guildford. The walk 

passes through a range of habitats, including 

ancient woodlands, chalk downland, 

heathland, meadows and waterways. 

We resolved that we should accept 

the challenge and try to complete 

the walk during 2013. 

        After passing Radsall Manor, 

a Grade II-listed building, we were 

soon back at the car park and 

ready for lunch. Roger had warned 

the landlord of the Cyder House at 

Shackleford and we were given a 

warm welcome. It is worth reporting 

that after we complained about the fish-

and-chip lunch the landlord offered us a full 

refund. Hopefully this was a one-off slip up because 

the rest of the food was good.   

Thank you Roger for a most enjoyable walk.  

The year of the FoxThe year of the FoxThe year of the FoxThe year of the Fox    

Hambledon Ramblers have got themselves a challenge for 2013. It may 

not be the most daunting, but achieving it should be fun and informative 

    
Next WalkNext WalkNext WalkNext Walk    

 
Long walkLong walkLong walkLong walk    
Tuesday March  12th  
Meet at Hambledon Village Hall 9.00 am,  
Leaders  Sheelagh and Jane 
 
Short WalkShort WalkShort WalkShort Walk    
Tuesday March 26th  
Meet at Hambledon Village Hall 2.00 pm 
 
Further details from: 
 
Derek Miller Tel: 01428 684362 – Long Walk 
Mary Parker  Tel: 01483 860339 – Short Walk 

2013 Challenge2013 Challenge2013 Challenge2013 Challenge    
Ramblers Ramblers Ramblers Ramblers     
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I 
 thought I would share the thoughts of Marcus 

Armytage, a huntin’, shootin’ and fishin’ ex-

jockey turned journalist, who tells us what he 

would if he could say “if I ruled the world”.  

“Let’s start with planning,” he begins. “The 

green belt becomes properly sacrosanct. It will also be 

extended to cover any field. The building of new 

houses would be prohibited in water-meadows, on 

flood plains and, I think we have to make it clear to 

developers, mid-stream in rivers. It will 

be restricted to infill and brownfield 

sites, and a condition of permission for 

any new dwelling will be that it cannot 

take electricity out of the national grid, 

though it can sell energy to it This will 

mean photovoltaic roofs and/or mini 

wind turbines or ground-source heating. 

“The HS2 high-speed railway will 

be stopped on environmental grounds, 

though I will let them start work on an 

embankment across my mate’s farm 

near Bicester just to keep his anger levels up. Right to 

roam will be abolished, but landowners will have to 

allow a new national network of bridle-paths, hedged 

either side, connecting local villages. 

 

Healthy prison population 
“Litter. Under Armytage rule it will, I'm afraid, be 

mandatory jail for dropping litter, double the sentence 

if it's thrown out of the car and treble if you have taken 

the trouble to put all your rubbish into a plastic bag 

and then chuck that out of the car. By litter, I include 

cigarette stubs and chewing gum on pavements. At 

least 90 per cent of all rubbish must be re-cycled. 

“We're going to have a healthy prison popula-

tion, so litter picking will be one of their activities. 

They will also be taught the ancient craft of hedge-

laying. It seems to me that when new roads and motor-

ways carved their way across the landscape in the 

1970s and 1980s, their margins were planted with 

hedges with the obvious intention of their being laid 

one day. Under my rule that intention will be fulfilled 

and they can start with the A417 between Wantage and 

Faringdon. After all, one likes to be able to see the 

countryside as one travels. 

“The Hunting Act will be repealed before break-

fast on my first morning in power It will no longer be 

illegal to cull the badger, the only predator of which is 

now the car. All shoots will have to be licensed and a 

condition of that licence, so that the countryside be-

comes more joined-up, is that they allow hunting 

through their coverts during the season. If nothing 

else, it will teach the pheasants how to fly. A maxi-

mum bag of 240 birds will be imposed, 30 birds a day 

being plenty for any sportsman. Proprietorial game-

keepers will also be reminded that they are not the 

landowner. 

“It is all very well dog-poo being wrapped in 

plastic parcels in city parks or along streets where peo-

ple are likely to step in it, but in country areas this sub-

urban practice is to be banned. It is to be 

flicked to one side of the path by the 

boot and nature will be allowed to do 

the rest. There is no reason in country 

areas to preserve poo for ever in plastic 

bags. 

      “Crime will also be tackled head on. 

It will, eventually, be a condition of 

living in my Britain that your DNA is 

registered. Balls to anyone claiming 

their human rights will be infringed, this 

is all to do with the human rights of the 

victims. No one will have anything to fear unless he or 

she intends chucking a bag of rubbish out of the car, 

murdering or raping someone. 

“Every village is to reinstate its pub. Where pos-

sible, the pub will also include a Post Office, a village 

shop, a bakery producing fresh bread daily and a 

butcher so it becomes a proper "community centre", 

though in no circumstances is it to be called that. 

“The Church of England is to allow women bish-

ops – we need a few good sorts – and send the vast 

majority of its vicars on stand-up comedy courses to 

liven up their sermons. 

 

Written in ink 

“Under miscellaneous laws, an email will no longer 

suffice as a “thank you” for a dinner or drinks party. It 

must be written in ink and be posted. Any supermarket 

with checkout desks not in use but long queues will be 

fined and anyone between the age of 18 and 30 who is 

signed off as obese by a doctor has to join the Army 

for two years or until they are a sensible weight. The 

same will apply to the mothers of obese children. 

“In sport, all drops at Aintree will be reinstated, 

coverage of Premiership football will be confined to 

one page of the sports section and footballers paid a 

maximum of £100,000 a year. In business, banking or 

the BBC, anyone sacked or resigning due to a failure 

in their management gets blown a raspberry, nothing 

more. In the meantime, I'll just get approval from my 

wife and children.” 

Megalomaniacs’ manualMegalomaniacs’ manualMegalomaniacs’ manualMegalomaniacs’ manual    

There is really a guest columnist in Magpie’s slot this month, as the first 

paragraph explains. Still, we suspect that the old bird – plus seven eighths 

of middle England – would approve of the views 
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Puzzle Page 

                                  Easy                                                                    Easy                                                                    Easy                                                                    Easy                                  Sudoku                                 IntermediateIntermediateIntermediateIntermediate  

Answers to all puzzles on page 24 

Maze Word Search 
�
 
 

�
 

As in Luke 19, Tax collectors don’t 
often sit in trees yet are resource-
ful. So when  Jesus arrived in 
Jericho, chief collector  Zacchaeus 
climbed a large sycamore tree to 
see over the crowd. To his delight, 
Jesus saw him in the tree, and 
immediately responded to his 
interest.  Out of all people in Jeri-
cho, Jesus chose his house to go 
for dinner. Zacchaeus, so trans-
formed by the visit, was reformed, 
gave half his wealth to the poor, 
and repaid anyone whom he over-
taxed fourfold.  Jesus said: “Today 
salvation has come to this house.  
For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save what was lost.” 

ACROSSACROSSACROSSACROSS  
  1   1   1   1 Architectural feature (6)  
  4   4   4   4 Skimmed over ice (6)  
  8   8   8   8 Capital of Germany (6)  
11 11 11 11 Ricochet (6)  
13 13 13 13 Large deer (3)  
14 14 14 14 Sparkly fabric (5)  
15 15 15 15 Britain’s__ Talent,  
      TV contest (3)  
16 16 16 16 Large hole in the ground (3)  
18 18 18 18 Profit-making possession (5)  
20 20 20 20 Drink in small quantities (3)  
22 22 22 22 On dry land (6)  
23 23 23 23 Dazed state (6)  
24 24 24 24 Solomon __, nursery rhyme (6)  
25 25 25 25 Part of a drum set (6)  
 

 

DOWN DOWN DOWN DOWN  
  1   1   1   1 Small block of ice (4)  
  2   2   2   2 Loiter in a sinister way (4)  
  3   3   3   3 Flexible body armour (4)  
  5   5   5   5 Barbara__, Corrie’s Rita (4)  
  6   6   6   6 Penetrating taste (4)  
  7   7   7   7 Restrict food intake (4)  
  9   9   9   9 Star of Love Me Tender (5)  
10 10 10 10 Care for sick people (5)  
11 11 11 11 Round flat hat (5)  
12 12 12 12 Funny person (5)  
16 16 16 16 Stab (of hunger) (4)  
17 17 17 17 Old pronoun (4)  
18 18 18 18 Barren, parched (4)  
19 19 19 19 Helen of __, legendary  
      beauty (4)  
20 20 20 20 short nose, turned up 4)  
21 21 21 21 Ring of bells (4)  
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A 
fter a two week break the Dons travelled to 

league favourites Laleham FC, in a re-run of 

last year’s Premier Cup final. The Dons were 

without a host of players. With Will Walsh suspended, 

Nick Brown dropped into the back four; Rob Green 

made his first full start for the Dons and Will Shackle-

ton was handed his first start upfront with John Bere-

get ruled out for the season. 

The Dons settled into the game well and had 

their first chance of note after good work from Stu 

Cook. Paul Wicks was played in and his powerful shot 

was tipped round the post by the giant of a keeper. 

From the corner, Wicksy challenged the keeper and 

the ball fell to Stu Cook who could not keep his shot 

down. 

Then Laleham started to ask questions of the 

game four and, after a melee involving Nick Brown, 

’keeper Lee Gaywood and a Laleham striker, the refe-

ree awarded a penalty. Lee made a great save but the 

ball fell kindly back to the striker, who tapped it in. 

Laleham nearly added a second goal soon after 

their striker rounded Lee, but his weak shot was easily 

cleared off the line by Jonny Suarez. After a corner to 

Laleham, the ball fell to their striker who curled a 

great shot towards the top corner but Suarez was again 

in the right place.  

 

Great platform 

The Dons settled down after weathering this storm and 

tried to get a foot hold back in the game. Kerry and 

Rob were providing a great platform in the middle of 

the park, scrapping for everything but the Dons were-

n’t able to really hurt Laleham in the final third. 

Half time came and the boss, Carlo Moriano, 

urged the boys to believe they could get something 

from the game. The Dons started the second half 

brightly, with Rob Green and Kerry Barber winning 

everything in the middle of the park. Stu Cook was 

getting more involved in the game and starting to iso-

late his full back. And the Dons got a break when a 

sliced clearance out of defence from Matt Kiley fell to 

Kerry Barber. He played a great ball behind their full 

back and Stu Cook did the rest. 

Hambledon now had the upper hand in the game 

and got their noses in front. An overhead kick from 

Kerry Barber was saved, but Nick Brown scrambled 

home the rebound. 

But they could not hold onto the lead and Lale-

ham equalised with a goal that looked offside. To their 

credit, Hambledon did not let their heads go down. 

Carlo changed things, with Stu Parker coming on after 

a lengthy lay off, they had two good chances to win 

the match. Still, 2-2 it finished, which was probably a 

fair result. But the Dons must be wondering what they 

have to do to get a break against Laleham. 

Next, the Dons welcomed old foes Holmbury St 

Mary to Badger Park for a key match. The Dons 

started nicely. However, the strong wind, heavy pitch 

and low winter sun meant it was hard to play good 

football. Still, the Dons took the lead after a long-

range effort was spilt by Holmbury’s ’keeper and Nick 

Brown was on hand to snaffle the chance.  

 

Moment of quality 

The football remained scrappy, then the second half 

brought a moment of quality. Will Shackelton, with a 

little bit of space between their defence and midfield, 

curled a sexy shot into the top left corner making it 2-

0. Very nice. 

At half time the gaffer was very clear that the 

next goal would be key. Happily, Hambledon got it. 

With 20 minutes left and following a counter-attack, 

Grove jr curled a 30-yard shot round the despairing 

keeper – a bit of quality. Five minutes later, as the 

Dons stretched the game against a tiring opposition, 

Paul Wicks was put through. The big lad adjusted with 

a funny sort of pivot movement, which was remark-

able given his age and unnatural size, and tucked his 

shot away very nicely. 4 – 0.  

Wicksy has been having a solid season with good 

ratios in front of goal. But he had a frustratingly early 

finish to the Holmbury game as he fell awkwardly and, 

perhaps, broke his thumb.  

The away team nicked a goal, which they proba-

bly deserved, Carlo made a few substitutions and 

Charlie Moriano made a welcome return to action. He 

got on the end of a quality cross to make it 5 – 1 

shortly afterwards, which is how the score finished.  

Hambledon welcomed Lyne to Badger Park as 

they looked to build on the stroll against Holmbury. 

The gaffer was forced into a major reshuffle with 

Wicks, Cook and Parker ruled out through injury. 

Walshy was only fit enough to take a place on the 

bench with Kerry Barber still away and Grove senior 

refusing to play two games in a row. Will Mooney 

returned from injury along, with rare appearances from 

Watney and Molesley to fill in. 

Lyne started with a bang and their high tempo 

caught the Dons out. They were quicker to every ball 

and their front two were chasing everything, giving the 

Dons’ back four no time to play the ball out from the 

Win, draw and loseWin, draw and loseWin, draw and loseWin, draw and lose    

Won one, drawn one, lost one – that’s the Dons’ record in the past month. 

At least they managed to put five past some old foes, as club skipper  

Matt Kiley reports 
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back. Meanwhile, the middle of the park was a war 

zone, with the bald Lyne duo not backing down from 

any tackle against Barry Kerr and Rob Green. 

Despite Lyne having all of the play in the first 20 

minutes, they weren’t putting Lee Gaywood’s goal 

under any real threat. And the Dons almost had their 

noses in front after good work down the right from 

Will Shackleton and Will Grove. Jonny Suarez intelli-

gently passed back to Barry Kerr, but the Irish man 

snapped at his chance first time when he had a free run 

in on goal.  

 

�o mistake from six yards 

The Dons were made to pay for this miss when a long 

ball over the top put Lyne’s talented but angry mid-

fielder through against Simon Rickards. He beat 

Simon to the ball and forced Lee Gaywood into a save. 

But Lee could only parry the shot straight to their 

striker who made no mistake from six yards. This was 

nothing more then Lyne deserved. 

The game was now full of fouls, especially from 

Lyne and they started to annoy the referee. Their mid-

fielder picked up a yellow card after felling Nick 

Brown. The ref then gave a strange hand-ball decision 

against their skipper. At first it looked like a penalty 

had been given, but the ref moved the ball to the edge 

of the box. In the argument that followed, a Lyne de-

fender talked himself into the book. 

Will Shackleton then curled the resulting free 

kick over the wall towards the top corner but it didn’t 

have enough power to trouble the keeper. Simon 

Rickards was carrying on from his barnstorming per-

formance the previous week. He was played into the 

box by Will Shackleton, but his touch was heavy and 

the chance was gone. 

Half time came and the Dons were lucky to only 

be one down after a heavy onslaught from Lyne. But 

they were still in the game and playing downhill in the 

second half. The Dons were much better but were not 

troubling the Lyne back four. Lyne were still creating 

plenty of chances but their striker was keeping the ball 

boys busy, rather than goalie Lee Gaywood. 

Will Grove was forced off with a recurrence of a 

hamstring injury to be replaced by Chris Watney, with 

Will Shackleton dropping back to the right side of 

midfield. The Dons soon had themselves level when 

Nick Brown kept his recent goal scoring form going 

with a trademark bundle home from six yards. 

With calls for the Dons to keep it tight and build 

on this, Lyne nearly scored from the kick off, but their 

striker blasted wide when well placed. Lyne were now 

creating chances at will but could not finish the Dons 

off. Eventually they took a deserved lead after a foul 

throw was not picked up. They cut through the Dons’ 

defence with too much ease and this time it fell to a 

striker who finished coolly. The Dons had a few 

chances to equalise, the most notable falling to Chris 

Watney on the edge of the box but he skewed his shot 

wide. Jonny Suarez was forced off with an ankle in-

jury to be replaced by the half fit Will Walsh.  

From left: Jonny Suarez, goal-line clearance; �ick Brown, snaffled the chance; Paul Wicks, broken thumb 

More than hot air 
 
Church members are being encouraged to monitor 
their building's energy useage, as part of the 
Shrinking the Footprint national energy audit, us-
ing sMeasure. The free, easy to use toolkit from 
Shrinking the Footprint, the Church of England’s  
national environmental campaign, enables all 
church buildings – historic and modern – to under-
stand and reduce energy use and costs along with 
cutting their carbon footprint. The online tool sim-
ply requires regular meter readings to be submit-
ted at www.shrinkingthefootprint.smeasure.com. 
Users will also be provided with tips for saving 
money and reducing their carbon footprint. Staff 
support and advice in energy monitoring and re-
duction are available as well as technical help. 

Flowers were not let in the church during LentFlowers were not let in the church during LentFlowers were not let in the church during LentFlowers were not let in the church during Lent    
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Nature is waking upNature is waking upNature is waking upNature is waking up    

W 
hen the temperature starts to creep up, buds 

begin to form, new shoots grow and early 

bulbs are in flower.  Spring is here.  But 

don’t forget, the battle against slugs and snails begins 

as they love nothing better than tender green shoots.  
 

Perennials, annuals and bulbs: look out for summer-

flowering bulbs in garden centres. They are great for 

filling gaps in the border. If you don’t have a free spot 

at the moment, plant them in pots and place them in 

the border when they are just about to flower, then you 

can move them out of sight when they have finished.      

Keep sowing half-hardy annuals in the warmth 

and as soon as they are large enough to handle, prick 

them out into module trays or pots. Give perennials 

and shrubs a boost by applying general fertilizer such 

as Growmore or Vitax Q4; Growmore needs to be 

added twice as often as Vitax Q4. Prune hardy peren-

nials by cutting back to ground level; cut dogwoods 

and willow anywhere to a growing pair of buds from 

ground level to 60cm high. Not too late to sow sweet-

peas  in deep pots, loo rolls work very well, early this 

month; sow in the warmth; pinch out the tops of any 

already growing to encourage strong-growing side-

shoots, ready for planting out next month.  
 

Shrubs and trees: bare-rooted and potted roses will 

be in garden centres this month; bare-rooted ones, may 

look like sticks, but they are good value and will soon 

establish once planted; add some rose food to the 

planting hole and spread out the roots; make sure the 

point where the plant was grafted (a swollen point on 

the stem) is at soil level and not below as this will in-

crease the risk of the plant dying; then mulch around 

the plant;  if planted where roses have grown previ-

ously, dig out the soil to a depth and width of 45cm 

before you plant and replace with soil from another 

part of the garden.  

Train established climbing roses at eye level 

rather than flowering high above head height by tying 

the climbing stems as near to horizontal as you can –

this will encourage them to flower lower down. Prune 

standard roses by shortening back shoots to four buds 

from the base and cut out some of the older wood. 

With variegated shrubs remove any green shoots.  
 

Veg and fruit: sow tomatoes indoors in modules or 

seed trays;  for small tomatoes a reliable variety is 

Gardeners Delight, for greenhouse and outside;      

Sungold is a slightly earlier fruiting variety with lots 

of taste, but does better in greenhouse. Try Ferline for 

greenhouse larger tomato and Losetto for outside; as 

both have some resistance to blight and are tasty but 

very rampant, so best grown in large pots. Sow pep-

pers, aubergines, cucumbers and melons in the green-

house.  

While most varieties of potatoes are planted out 

in April, earlies such as Rocket should be put in during 

March. Shallots are best planted in spring; put the sets 

just below the surface; try Golden Gourmet, longor, 

Mikor, Red Sun, and Topper. Try sowing carrots in 

tubes (loo roles) in a cold greenhouse and plant these 

out when growing strongly and conditions are suitable, 

results may well be better than sowing direct into the 

ground.  

It is worth buying a soil thermometer and when 

the soil outside is above 5ºC, most hardy seeds, such 

as lettuce, radish, peas, broad beans should germinate; 

wait until the soil is about 7ºC before sowing carrots, 

beet, onion, parsnip;  covering the soil with polythene, 

cloches or garden fleece will help it to warm up 

quicker.   Prepare the bed for planting asparagus;   

ideally the soil should be light and free-draining and 

free of perennial weeds; dig a 30cm-deep trench, mix 

garden compost into the base, then form a ridge down 

the centre with the top 10cm below the soil surface; 

plant the one-year-old crowns by setting the roots 

astride the ridge, so the roots dangle down; plant 45cm 

apart and don’t cut any in the first season and only 

sparingly in the next. Young veg seedlings started off 

in the greenhouse can die suddenly if they are infected 

by a group of soil diseases called “damping off”; it’s 

worse early in the year when they are growing slowly; 

avoid the problem by always using fresh compost and 

pots washed with a garden disinfectant; also try not to 

over water the seedlings. Apply sulphate of potash and 

balanced fertilizer to tree and bush fruit. Protect blos-

som of apricots, peaches and nectarines from late 

frost. 
 

Lawn: apply moss killer for short term control and 

rake or scarify with spring-tine rake to remove dead 

leaves and moss. Begin cutting with the blade set high. 
  
Pond: When pond temperature rises to 5ºC or more, 

fish are ready to be fed again; start only giving a small 

amount and remove any food not eaten after 10 min-

utes to avoid it rotting in the water and causing algal 

blooms. Apply barley straw to control algal growth. 
 

Maintenance: with established borders the most ef-

fective way of improving the soil is to mulch the sur-

face with a 3cm layer of organic matter, such as gar-

den compost, which will also suppress weeds and re-

tain moisture; if not enough garden compost is avail-

able, use mushroom compost (but not around acid-

It is the time when first flowers blow, bells by March breezes shaken; when daffodils  

and jonquils glow, and opal wind-flowers waken. The crocus vases overflow with sunlight  
 

 

ever passing.  Alfred H. Hyatt, Mary Tourtel, Mrs Boyle: From A Middlesex Garden 1901 
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I 
n the midst of the dreaming spires and the Gothic 

splendour of Oxford stands the Ashmolean Mu-

seum. Its classic proportions are a contrast to the 

buildings around. Inside, the addition of 30 new galler-

ies has doubled the exhibition space and visitors will 

discover a wealth of beautiful and impressive works – 

Renaissance drawings, Eastern art and British paint-

ings. The last category includes this month’s work, 

Menorah by Roger Wagner. It was painted in 1993 

and at that time it was the largest contemporary paint-

ing acquired by the Ashmolean. It is now on loan to St 

Giles’ Church at the northern end of the city. 

Roger Wagner was born in 1957. He graduated 

from Oxford and now worships at the Romanesque 

church of Iffley. He works on a small scale with book 

illustrations, but also creates large canvases that juxta-

pose traditional religious images with contemporary 

symbols in a startling and arresting way.  

The background of Menorah is Didcot Power 

Station, which can be seen from the windows of the 

Oxford-to-London train. The central chimney and the 

cooling towers around form a 

metaphor for the seven-

branched candlestick of Juda-

ism. In front of them, and 

quite literal, are the three 

crosses of Calvary. Around 

the scene of the crucifixion 

we can see a couple consoling 

each other in the foreground 

and isolated individuals wan-

dering in the mud in grief and 

perplexity. They are dressed 

in Hasidic robes. 

An earlier work of 

Roger Wagner’s is The Burn-

ing Furnace where angels are 

painted in the setting of a Vic-

torian iron works. There is the 

same contrast of ancient and 

modern in this painting: the 

Good Friday of 2,000 years 

ago and an industrial, bleak 

landscape of today. The artist 

is also contrasting the meno-

rah of Judaism and the cross 

of Christianity – the suffering 

of the Holocaust and the suf-

fering of the Saviour. 

The menorah would 

burn in front of the Holy of 

Absence or presenceAbsence or presenceAbsence or presenceAbsence or presence    

For 2013, the Rev Michael Burgess surveys works of sacred art that can be 

found in various museums. This month, Menorah by Roger Wagner 

    

    

GODGODGODGOD    
IN THEIN THEIN THEIN THE    

ARTSARTSARTSARTS    

Holies as a sign of God’s invisible presence. In the 

book of Revelation, St John describes his vision of 

Jesus the Lamb in the midst of the same seven flaming 

torches, moving with grace and glory. Here in Meno-

rah the figure of Jesus is insignificant against the im-

mense scale of industrial buildings spewing out pollu-

tion into the bright sky.  

 

Violation and destruction 

But it is that figure of Jesus on the Cross that draws us 

this month towards Holy Week and draws us in this 

painting. The mourners around look like figures in a 

concentration camp. The cooling towers are a  re-

minder of our violation and destruction of Mother 

Earth. And in the centre we see our crucified Lord. We 

hear Isaiah’s song of the suffering servant that there is 

no sorrow like this sorrow. We hear also Jesus crying 

‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ And 

we can ponder this painting as we ask, is it a sign of 

the absence of God, or, like the menorah lit in the tem-

ple, a sign of the presence of God?  
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Puzzle Solutions 

Easy      Sudoku    Intermediate      

 Word Search    

Interest 
Restore 
House 

Salvation 

 

Son 
Man 

Came 
Seek 

 

Lost  
Fourfold 
people 
Jesus 

Welcomed 
tax 

House 
Collector 

 

Resourceful 
Jericho 

Zacchaeus 
Tree 

 

Sycamore 
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The best cookery cornerThe best cookery cornerThe best cookery cornerThe best cookery corner    

Grilled sea bass with cauliflower, capers, lemon and fennel 

Bring out the best in bassBring out the best in bassBring out the best in bassBring out the best in bass    

Fennel and fish? Sounds a bit – well – fishy. �ot in the least. The two can go 

well together, as this month’s main recipe shows. Then, we have the simplest 

recipe for lovely gluten-free biscuits. Enjoy 

2 fennel bulbs, halved, cored and thinly sliced 

1 cauliflower, cut into small florets 

2 table spoons capers, drained and rinsed 

150 ml white wine 

4 sea bass fillets 

1 lemon, thinly sliced 

4 fresh bay leaves 

Olive oil spray 

Seasoning 

200 grams Basmati rice, steamed, to serve 

Preheat the oven to 220°C, gas mark 7. Place the fennel and 
cauliflower in a large roasting tin. Scatter over the capers and 
pour over the wine and season. Cover the tin tightly with foil 
and bake for 30 minutes until the vegetables are tender. 
Preheat the grill to medium. Score the skin of each fillet 2-3 
times. 
Remove the foil from the roasting tin and arrange the lemon 
slices and bay leaves on top of the vegetables. Lay the fish 
fillets, skin-side up, on top of the lemon and spray lightly with 
oil. Grill for 7-8 minutes until the fish is golden and cooked 
through and the vegetables are lightly browned 
Serve with the rice. Serves four 
The combination of fennel, cauliflower and capers makes for 
a lovely accompaniment to the delicate flavour of sea bass. 
Try this recipe with other white fish such as plaice or sea 
bream.  

Almond and pecan biscuits 

150 grams unsalted butter, softened 

100 grams golden caster sugar 

100 grams ‘gram’ flour 

100 grams ground almonds 

60 grams pecans, roughly chopped 

2 tea spoons vanilla extract 

½ tea spoon ground ginger  

Preheat the oven to 180°C (gas mark 4). Line two 
baking trays with parchment. Cream the butter and 
sugar together, then beat in the rest of the ingredi-
ents. 
Divide into 12 balls, place on the baking trays and 
flatten slightly. 
Bake for 15 minutes, or until starting to look golden. 
Remove from the oven and allow to cool for a few 
minutes, then transfer to a wire rack to cool com-
pletely. This recipe uses gluten-free flour, but you 
can use ordinary flour, too. 


