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Vicar’s Views – April

A few years ago, when I was at theological college, I spent a few days with some fellow students in
Clapham, helping one of the churches there gain some insight into how much knowledge or understanding of the Christian faith the average man (or woman) on the street had. It was in the run-up to Easter
and so we decided to approach passers-by with some questions to find out what they thought Easter was
all about. People were very happy to talk to us and the responses we got were very interesting, if a little
disappointing for a would-be minister in the Church of England.
Even taking into account the range of nationalities of those we spoke to, very few had
any idea what happened on Good Friday and few mentioned anything to do with the resurrection. Most
confessed to not really knowing what they were supposed to be remembering or celebrating at Easter; to
most it was an opportunity for a holiday, to spend time with family and indulge in lots of chocolate.
And do you know, I don’t really blame them. Even for those of us who profess to be
Christians, Easter is really hard to get your head around. Last year, as we planned an Easter service for
the Nursery School, Nicola Collett and I were struck by how hard it is to explain Easter to young children. It can be just as hard to explain it to adults! But here goes…..!
The first part of the key to understanding Easter means going back to the beginning –
the very beginning. Christians hold a variety of views on the origins of the universe and the history of
humankind, but what we do agree on is that there is a God who has somehow designed human beings to
know him and be in relationship with him. When that relationship is working we find ourselves not just
in harmony with God, but at peace with ourselves, with others and with creation.
But being designed for a relationship with God did not mean being designed as robots.
A relationship isn’t really a relationship if it is coerced. God gave us free will. We’re free to choose to
have that relationship with him or to reject it. Sadly, it didn’t take us very long to reject it and go our
own way. And that, essentially, is what sin is.
‘Sin’ seems a very old fashioned word these days, doesn’t it? If we even think about it
we usually think of serious crimes like murder or stealing, which makes it very easy for us to see it as
something others might do, but not us. But if, at its heart, sin is about rejecting God’s offer of relationship and instead trying to air-brush him out of the picture or simply not give him a second thought, then
it’s something we are all guilty of to some extent.
The implications are far-reaching. Estranged from God we find ourselves disconnected
from our true sense of who we are, why we’re here and what our purpose in life is; we lose that sense of
inner peace. Rather than being at peace with others, our relationships too easily become self-centred; our
words and actions hurting those around us as well as ourselves.
There’s another implication. When we think of sin as those things like murder or stealing, we instinctively have a sense of the need for justice. There must be some kind of recompense; a
penalty to be paid. We rightly react strongly to cases where the offender seems to have escaped justice.
But what about the sin of rejecting and ignoring God? Does that not merit some kind of justice? Shouldn’t there a penalty to be paid? The Bible says there is; that the decision to turn our backs on God ultimately becomes its own self-fulfilling prophesy, as we eventually cut ourselves off from him in death as
well as in life.
Humankind needed something significant enough to deal with the penalty for our rejection of God and we needed a mediator to help rebuild the broken relationship that had been caused. Cue
Easter. More specifically, cue Jesus.
If all this talk of sin and broken relationships is beginning to depress you, then never
fear! Easter is a time of GOOD NEWS!! The good news is that Jesus, through his life and teaching,
showed us what a human life lived in relationship with God could be like and how to rebuild our relationship with him. The good news is that Jesus’s death on the cross was the one thing powerful enough
to pay the penalty for our sin, once and for all. That’s what we remember on Good Friday. That’s why
it’s ‘Good’! The good news is that Jesus’s resurrection was proof that the penalty was paid and that
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death was no longer the end. That’s what we celebrate on Easter Day. That’s why, for many Christians,
Easter Day is an even more joyful celebration than Christmas. At Christmas we celebrate God coming
into the world as a human baby.
At Easter we celebrate God, in the ultimate act of love and self-sacrifice, conquering sin
and death. I don’t know if you’ve ever thought about Easter like this before. It is hard to get your head
around. Maybe this has helped or maybe it has just raised a whole lot of questions. Well, you know
where to find me, if you want to talk it through some more. In the meantime, I hope it helps you to look
at Easter in a different way and that it will be a true time of celebration for you. Happy Easter!
“I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.” Jesus Christ.

God Bless

Catherine McBride, Associate Vicar,
Hambledon and Busbridge

CHURCH CALENDAR
April 2014
6th
5th Sunday of Lent

9.30 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00 am
All Age Service
_________________________________________________________

13th
Palm Sunday

10.30 am
Procession from Village Shop
11.00 am
Combined Service
4.00 pm
Passiontide Special: Choir and Seasonal Hymns
_________________________________________________________

13th to 20th

Road to Easter at Hambledon Church
_________________________________________________________

17th
Maundy Thursday

o Service at Hambledon
8.30 pm
Holy Communion at Busbridge
_________________________________________________________

18th
Good Friday

o Services at Hambledon
9.30 am
Family Service at Busbridge
10.45 am
Churches Together Walk of Witness Godalming
12.00 noon
Meditation at Busbridge
2.30 pm
Hot Cross Bun Family Adventure
A fun walk starting from Busbridge Church at 2:30pm and finishing at
Hambledon Church, where hot crossed buns and other refreshments will
be served
_________________________________________________________

19th Saturday

3.00 pm

Easter Garden Service at Busbridge
Followed by Easter Egg Hunt!
_________________________________________________________

20th
Easter Sunday

9.30 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00 am
All Age Easter Celebration with Communion
_________________________________________________________

27th
2nd Sunday of Easter

9.30 am
11.00 am

Morning Prayer (BCP)
Morning Worship
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PARISH & PEOPLE

Our good wishes go to John and Jacqueline Hindley
as they take up residence in Witley. They have been
patiently waiting for over a year for the right property
to turn up. We wish them well and every happiness as
they settle into a new environment.

Fete shapes up

Rae Taylor celebrates her 91st birthday this month.
Congratulations from your Hambledon friends.

A

As this magazine goes to press, Joan Elliott is moving
from the Royal Surrey Hospital to Milford. We know
that Joan will enjoy being closer to home and appreciate the more rural surroundings. Hambledon friends
send their love.
Many thanks to all who have contributed to the Clockhouse Day Centre appeal at Waitrose. The familiar
face appearing above the appeal is that of Hambledon
resident Joan Hardy and we hope the Clockhouse has
raised some much needed cash towards their work.

well-attended meeting was held on
Tuesday, 4 March in the Village Hall to
make further arrangements for Hambledon’s
Village Fete, which takes place this year on
Saturday, 21 June, writes organiser-in-chief Philip
Underwood.
First, we agreed that the proceeds of the
fete would be shared between Hambledon
Cricket Club and Hambledon Football Club after
smaller sums had been paid to The National
Trust – as a small village contribution towards
the restoration of Oakhurst Cottage – the Village
Hall and St Peter’s Church.
The fete will be opened by a performance
from the children of the nursery school, followed
by children’s races. There will then be the
traditional dog show. In other words, all the
attractions that you would expect from an English
village fete.
Then we shall have a tug of war before
drawing for the prizes of the Grand Draw.

French cooking lesson
Apart from a top prize of £100, we do have some
rather interesting prizes, such as a French
cooking lesson and a prize from the National
Trust. It is important that we sell as many prize
tickets as possible beforehand to try and cover
the costs. So please be generous when the time
comes.
We have numerous displays for inside the
marquee, and many stallholders have requested
tables outside. A bouncy castle and slide have
been booked and all the sideshows have been
allocated. There will be teas, candyfloss, beer, a
barbecue, banoffi pies, and Pimm’s – so come
hungry and thirsty.
There will also be vintage cars, old
ambulances, and possibly a fire engine. Please
remember, we are grateful for your donations of
bric-a-brac (see the announcement just to the
left; shouldn’t be too difficult to spot), books,
cakes and home produce and bottles. All
positions seem to be filled at the moment.
The next meeting will be on Monday, 28
April at 8pm in the Village Hall.
Finally, I have ordered good weather!
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Just the job for a jetter

Hambledon

With a bit of help from special funds and by digging into its reserves, the
Parish Council has – hopefully – sorted out the blocked gulleys on the
Hambledon Road

Parish Council

I

t may not be perfect but the Hambledon Road is
definitely better than it was a couple of months
ago when it was more like the River Wey than a
public highway.
There is nothing that the Parish Council can do
about the road surface, but it did decide that enough
was enough when it came to water. Victoria Young,
Hambledon’s Surrey County Councillor, kindly provided £1,000 from the funds she is able to allocate to
Parish Councils and this, together with money allocated by the Parish Council from its reserve funds,
enabled it to hire a jetter to clean out all the gullies and
pipes from the top of Rock Hill to the Hydestile Crossroads.
The journey remains bumpy, pending the return
of the resurfacing team (April? May?) to make good
the “gutters” that it has created beyond the Feathercombe Lane junction and to complete the new road as
far as the Hydestile Crossroads; but at least the potholes are now visible.
Colin Rapley has also been busy again, taking
some of the spoil off the banks created by ditch clearance and ensuring that the ditches are flowing freely
and Peter Knight kindly provided a site for dumping
sand and soil and everything else that came out of the
pipes and ditches.

The Parish Council has supported an application from
the National Trust for a grant towards the cost of structural repairs at Oakhurst Cottage. Although badly
needed, these cannot be carried out until the autumn
(bats have taken up residence). Meanwhile, the Trust
has appointed a regional curator, Sarah Woodcock,
who has a project to enhance the Oakhurst story. She
has unearthed a lot of information, some of which has
been provided by Norman Gravestock and other villagers associated with the cottage; but she is keen to
talk to and otherwise involve as many others as possible in her work. To this end, she will introduce herself
at the Parish Assembly and will be on the National
Trust’s stand at the Village Fete on 21 June.
The Parish Council looks forward to seeing as many
villagers as possible – and particularly those who recently moved into Hambledon – at the Parish Assembly on 10 April. The agenda is on the village notice
boards, the village web site and page 8 of this magazine. The Council also hopes that there will be a good
turnout for the Village Clean-Up on the morning of 12
April. Rubbish sacks can be collected at the assembly
and afterwards at the Village Shop. The barbeque outside the shop, to say ‘thank you’ to all the collectors,
will start at 12 noon.

By the time this article goes to
press the Parish Council will
have talked to a representative
of Thames Water about the
seeming deterioration of water
mains running through the village and other contributory
causes to the number of burst
pipes that have recently occurred.
Thames’ preliminary
comments, in a couple of emails, were somewhat anodyne
and will probably have led to
some fairly robust questioning.
The outcome will be briefly
reported at the Parish Assembly when everyone will also
have the opportunity to hear
what Scottish and Southern
Energy has to say about the
supply (or, rather, the frequent
lack of supply) of power in
Hambledon.
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WAGs

at the Village Hall
Wednesday, April 16
Starting 2:30pm
We look forward to seeing you
Everyone welcome
Jan and Julie
Contact: Jan Kilsby 01483 423637
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‘Deli’ to be made more delicious
The shop’s new manager, Jo Jazeel, is now ‘behind
the counter’ and brings us her first report of
improvements afoot

The Village Shop

I

t has been an interesting and exciting first month
for me as the new manager of Hambledon Village
Shop. First, I would like to sincerely thank each
and everyone of the staff, volunteers and customers
who have received me so warmly and welcomed me so
generously.
We have implemented some small, but significant changes so far. We have re-organised the main
shop layout and given the space a more logical flow,
making it easier for you to shop.
We have introduced Goodwood Organic Milk &
Cream, which has already been hugely successful. In
the near future we also plan to stock and take orders

for Goodwood Organic Meat, too.We are now planning an overhaul of the deli counter, as well as improving our range of homemade sandwiches, rolls and
baguettes.
What we need now is your support. If you like
what we are doing so far, then tell your friends. If you
haven’t used us for a while, then come and give us a
try. A warm welcome from me and my team certainly

Magical history tour

H

ambledon Heritage Society held its annual
meeting on March 19th 2014, reports Paul
Vacher, the society’s secretary. Julie Steele, the
chairman, ran through the year’s events and reminded those present that a prime purpose of
the society was the preservation and upkeep of
the Village Albums, which go back over 100
years. She encouraged all present to make available items/photographs of any village event – no
matter how mundane – for the albums, which all
belong to the village. Elizabeth Waring does sterling work keeping the albums up to date and is
always looking for new material. The albums
themselves are always available to borrow.
Julie advised that the project to create a
viewpoint map on Hambledon Common was now
coming to fruition. The sign itself was now complete and on show at the meeting. All that remained, once funds were available, was to erect
it on the common.
The official business of the evening was
followed by a talk by George Pitt – A magical history tour of Malthouse Farm and Hambledon.
With the help of numerous slides, George regaled
the meeting with a potted history of Malthouse
Farm and the village, from 800AD to the present
date – a fascinating insight.
A big ‘thank you’ to all who attended and
made the evening the success it was. The evening ended with refreshments and a raffle.

L

ast year saw our first Road to Easter at Hambledon Church, writes Catherine McBride,
associate vicar of St Peter’s. A number of
‘stations’ were set up inside the church and
around the churchyard, telling the story of Easter,
through visual images and reflections.
This year, Road to Easter will be open from
Monday 14th April until Easter Day on 20th April,
from 10am-12 noon and from 2pm-4pm. Do take
this opportunity to take some time out and engage afresh with the events of Easter.
Material will be available to help children
make the most of the experience and refreshments will be served.
On Saturday 19th April, there may even be
some Easter Eggs hidden in the churchyard.
Why not come as a family and see if you
can find them!
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What’s happening in and around the village

Hambletots!
We are a friendly, local baby and toddler group who meet on
Wednesday mornings in Hambledon Village Hall from 10-11.30am
Hambletots will be on the 3rd and 24 th of April
We have toys for all ages, a baby area and we organise a craft activity for the older children.
Mums, dads and carers with children are welcome along, even if they can’t make every week.
The cost is £1 for each child under a year and £2 for each child over a year. Come and meet
other local parents, carers and children over a cup of tea or coffee.
please call Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 for more information

Coffee Morning
Tuesday 15th April, at 11am, in the Church Room
and the third Tuesday each month
All welcome – do come More information from Jacqui Rook 01428 684390
The next Alpha course for Busbridge & Hambledon
Watch out this Spring for developments
Alpha has provided over 2 million people in the UK alone with an opportunity
to explore aspects of Christian faith and to discuss questions
in an informal and relaxed atmosphere.
Alpha is for everyone, even if you’ve been a Christian for a long time. No question is off limits and
no assumptions are made. If you’re new to Hambledon it’s also a great way to make local friends.
Please contact the Rev Catherine McBride Tel: 01483 421267

Godalming Choral Society presents

BACH

St John Passion
Saturday 5 April, 7:30pm
Charterhouse Hall, Godalming GU7 2DX
Conductor : Michael Veazey
Soprano: Soraya Mafi
Alto: Angela Simkin
Tenor: John McMunn
Baritones: Jon Stainsby, Nicholas Morton
Orchestra: Brandenburg Baroque Soloists
Tickets : £15 (Students £8) are available from Record Corner, Pound Lane, Godalming;
Guildford Tourist Office, 155 High Street, Guildford tel: 01483 444334;
Godalming Choral Society Ticket Office tel : 07505 203468 or at the door

For more details go to www.godalmingchoral.org.uk Registered Charity No: 254800
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HAMBLEDON LADIES BREAKFAST
Saturday 3rd May 2014, 8.30am
West Surrey Golf Club, Enton
This is a reminder to encourage all ‘ladies’ out there, whatever age! We meet four times a year at
the West Surrey Golf Club. We enjoy a lovely waiter/waitress served breakfast, good
conversation with old and new friends and a short talk from an invited guest.
The talk is a diferent topic each time and these have ranged from a Guildford Street Angel, to a
girl who runs a drop-in centre for the homeless in Horsham; a missionary worker from ‘Heartcry
for Change’, to our very own Catherine McBride, who challenged us to consider whether it was
possible to have ‘Science and Faith’.
We would love you to bring along your friends.
Do join us next month – Saturday 3rd May – when we have asked Richard Everett, author and
playwright, to share with us his experiences with working in the theatre and film industry and his
involvement with the L’Arche Community in Bognor Regis.
Tickets (no later than 30th April) from Hambledon Village Shop
or phone Sue Blackman 014287 683871
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The pub and the ‘soulless’
‘soulless’ co
council

I

t was a sad day for the
Friends of The Tumbledown Dick as Rushmoor
Borough Council ignored 19,000 letters supporting the
lovely old coaching inn, which has stood in Farnborough since the late 1500s. Not just that, but, according
to the Farnborough +ews & Mail, entries onto the old
pub’s ‘pages’ on Wikipedia, the online encyclopaedia,
were changed by a council employee, in the process
undermining the campaign to save the pub. Rushmoor
Council replied that a member of staff had acted entirely on his or her own initiative made the changes
believing “they would improve the factual nature of
the (Wikipedia) entry”.
What utter balderdash. I could not possibly say
what I think has actually gone on as the fate of the
Tumbledown Dick is now a ‘done deal’.
It’s a beautiful old building, with its stables and
tack room, dating back to before the Great Plague and
the Civil War. And now, after nearly 500 years of
laughter, tears, births, deaths, weddings, wakes, happiness and sorrow, the old pub is destined to become . . .
a drive-thru McDonald’s burger bar. Rushmoor Council, you are a soulless bunch.
Meanwhile, are you worried about the attitude of
Guildford and Waverley council towards building on
the green belt? Then phone the Campaign to Protect
Rural England on 01372 362720 to find out more.
Yet take it from me, even if sometimes you fail,
it is better to have fought and tried.
Magpie

WELCOME TO THE CLUB
Remember that old folks are worth a fortune
With silver in their hair and gold in their teeth,
Stones in their kidneys and gas in their stomachs.
I have become a little older and changes have
come into my life.
I am quite a frivolous old girl and see five gentlemen every day.
When I wake Will Power helps me out of bed.
Then I quickly visit Lou.
Next it is time for Mr Quaker to give me my oats.
They all leave and Art Ritis turns up
He stays for the rest of the day.
He doesn’t like to stay in one place, so he takes
me from joint to joint
After such a busy day I'm ready for bed with
Johnny Walker.
What a life eh? Oh, I nearly forgot! I’m also flirting
with Al Symer. The vicar called the other day and
said
“At your age you should be thinking about the
here-after.”
“Oh I do!” I told him.
No matter where I am – upstairs, in the lounge,
in the kitchen or in the cellar,
I'm always asking myself, “Now what am I here
after?”
Amen

ext walks
Long walk
Tuesday 8th April
Meet at the Village Hall at 9.00am
Leaders: ThreeGraces + 1
Further details: Derek Miller
(01428 684362)
Short walk
Tuesday 22nd April
Meet at the Village Hall
at 2.00pm

ot much to report from the Ramblers’ March walk around the
Frensham ponds. Though according to Bob Halahan, who kindly
supplied this picture, “the place where we stopped for a drink had
been a pine forest. It had apparently had so many trees blown down
that they had harvested the whole lot so it looked like a First World
War battle field”. Still, those hardy Ramblers look happy enough,
which is the main thing.
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Al fresco in March

S

pring-time – Earthworm loves it, although he is
not too keen on too much warmth! But the two
first weekends of March were truly remarkable
for the time of year and certainly made a welcome
change from the weeks, nay months, of wet weather. It
has already been deckchair time and alfresco meals.
One wonders what will follow?
But if the dry spell continues we will soon be
watering our gardens, which Earthworm thinks is
pretty ridiculous when we have been complaining for
so long that we cannot work the sodden soil. Now we
will be saying that the ground has got too hard to dig
or, if we do manage it, we will be watering the vegetables and plants we have put in! Hopefully – and Earthworm is nearly always optimistic – we will get some
night-time showers.
Meanwhile, he has been exploring water storage
systems. They seem mighty expensive to install and as
an investment pretty long-term before one gets one’s
money back. One has to have been using an awful lot
of mains water to make it worthwhile.
How lucky we are to live in Hambledon. At this
time it looks so lovely, first with the mass of snowdrops both near Goodbrook and in the churchyard.
There are self-sown “garden escape” crocus along
Vann Lane and these are followed by the bright
clumps of daffodils around the village. Earthworm
wonders how many of his readers know that these last
were the result of a legacy from General Martin? They
were planted by the Brownies under the watchful eye
of Brown Owl (Elizabeth Waring) and Tawny (Mary
Parker)! Some of those Brownies still live in the vil-

Microchip your pooch – free

I

t looks as though the better weather has finally
arrived and, by the time you read this, the clocks
will have changed so has spring finally arrived? Let’s
wait and see on that one, says PCSO David Boxall,
part of Hambledon’s community police team
This prompts me to provide the first reminder
about home security. I know it is the first chance we
get to throw the windows and doors open, but
please remember that criminals only need a few
minutes to gain entry to a property, and we don’t
want to make it easy for them.
Think about all aspects of home security; after
all, we all want Hambledon to remain as crime free
as possible.
And what about this offer of a free microchip
for pet dogs? The Dogs Trust and Surrey Police have
organised free microchipping on Wednesday, 23

lage and have
children who
are
also
Brownies.
Sadly, there is now no village pack but they can join
neighbouring village packs.
It is a time, muses Earthworm, when our towns
look their best too, with numerous trees in blossom,
pink prunus, bright yellow forsythia and gorgeous
pink-white magnolia .Roadside verges have daffodils,
often in lines, which is rather unnatural but still gives
the passing traffic a delight. There is Home Farm
Road, Broadwater Lakeside, and Winkworth Arboretum to name just a few of the local spots. The blackthorn is a mass of white blossom, which worries Earthworm who recalls “the blackthorn weather warning” –
there will be cold so long as it is in flower, so “ne’er
cast your clout” or you may be caught out!
Earthworm feels sad each time he passes the
huge wood pile on the green, slowly diminishing for
sure, but it serves as a reminder of that once-majestic
oak, which stood on that corner, and of its companion,
the beech, which came down not long before. The village vista is altered for ever.
Three houses are for sale in the village at the
same time is pretty unusual and brings a tinge of sadness to Earthworm for it heralds the departure of longtime residents who will be missed. But Earthworm
spotted a helicopter adjacent to one of the properties.
Perhaps agents will be adding in their brochures “for
viewers there is a convenient landing area available”!
That would surely be a “first” in Hambledon!
April 2014 from 10am to 4pm at Broadwater Park
in the lower car park next to the tennis club, Summers Road, Farncombe, Godalming, GU7 3BH. Just
turn up.
Obviously, there is a bit of small print, which
means there are some restrictions on distributing
the microchips – in particular, dog owners must be
18 or over – but the offer has to be of interest because there is now a legal requirement that by 6
April 2016 all dogs in England must be microchipped. For more details please call 020 7837
0006 or visit www.chipmydog.org.uk.
Meanwhile, if you need to call us, the direct
dial number is 01483 630086 or mobile 07967
986110. Web address: www.surrey.police.uk.
Please note I work a shift pattern and it may take up
to four days to reply to your email
For non-urgent notification of a minor crime
you can also use the online crime reporting facility
available at www.surrey.police.uk/minorcrime
For local news, dates of local surgeries or your
next Police-Public panel meeting please visit
www.surrey.police.uk/neighbourhood.
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And so the cycle turns
Ross uses a famous diarist to put this winter’s rains into context. Then he
ponders the summer, and cycle races . . .

W

as Britain’s winter of 2013-14 the worst –
or at least the wettest – ever? Maybe,
though consider this: “But that which troubles me most is that it hath rained all this morning so
furiously that I fear my house is wet all over. And with
that expectation, I rose and went into my house and I
find that it is as wet as the open street and that there is
not one dry footing above or below in my house. So I
fitted myself for dirt and removed all my books to the
office, and all day removing things – it raining all day
as long and hard within doors as without.”
That was from the diary of Samuel Pepys (20
July, 1662) and makes us think that perhaps it could
have been worse. Besides,
as I contemplate the sight
of Hydestile’s beach hut
(see picture) – or is it a bus
shelter? – I say to myself
“Sumer is a cumin’ in”.

you might want to join us at The Merry Harriers at
7.30am to partake in a reasonably-priced breakfast
(and maybe a naughty drink). This year, the May
Mummers Play, The Worm of Wormley Hill – and for
the first time since 1968 – might actually have a lady
playing The Queen of the Fairies. But I haven’t actually told Jane yet . . .
Meanwhile, I’ve just phoned Godalming Town
Council to ask when the next cycle race will be coming through our village, but no one knew. So we can
put the old engine oil back in the shed for the time
being. The council has phoned back and they say they
will let me know when they know!

Dancing in the summer
Which reminds me that this
year May Day – which, by
the way, is the first of May
– is on a Thursday. If the
weather is bad that day, or
if 5.15am is a bit early for
you to be standing on the
top of Hydon Ball watching us boys and girls dancing in the summer, perhaps

Hambledon Parish Magazine, April 2014, Page 14

The ‘muzungu’ done good
Roughly translated, the headline means that the white boy did well. And the ‘boy’ in question is James
Gibson, one of the curates at St Peter’s, who tells us of his working visit to Burundi, one of Africa’s
poorest countries, and how his experience as a water engineer came in handy

W

illiam Challis, who works in Guildford
Diocese, taught in the Institut Theólogique
de Matana, Burundi in south-east Africa for
2½ years in the 1990s and since then has returned several times. Each time he has gone, he has taken someone with him and this year he invited me.
Our role was to lead a short course of teaching
for two weeks and since I speak neither of the national
languages (Kirundi and French), William translated for
me when I was teaching.
I chose to teach on themes through the Old Testament, while William focused on looking at the selection criteria used if considering UK ordination. For
insights head to: www.churchofengland.org/
media/56413/Summary%20of%20Criteria.pdf.
This academic year there are 12 students training
at the college. They live on site and spend five days a
week in classes, then head out to lead and preach at the
outlying churches on Sundays. There are two Burundian pastors, Jonas and John-Bosco, who do most of
the teaching at the Institut, and so our coming to help
out was gladly received.
Given my previous experience working in overseas development (I have not always been a vicar!), I
tried to introduce an interactive style of teaching similar to that which I had used during community development workshops. The normal teaching style at the
Institut, and indeed in the education systems at large in
the country, is one where the teacher writes on the
blackboard, the students copy it down, and then at the
end of the week they are tested.
Pens and blue tack
So the moment I produced flip chart paper, marker
pens and blue tack and then asked the students to get
in to groups, a bemused look came across their faces
as if to say, ‘this confirms it - you muzungus (this is
what whites get called out there) really are weird!’
However, given a bit of encouragement, they started
discussing in groups and, once they had got the idea,
the students enjoyed discussing together and learning
from each other as well as from William and me.
While at the Institut, we stayed in the Diocesan
Guest House, which, although basic, was comfortable
and for the most part we had electricity. Water, however, was more of a problem and so, given my background in water engineering, I set about trying to repair the water system.
Given that it rains in Burundi for eight months of
the year, collecting water off the tin roof is a great
option. So, I cleared the gutters, fixed a barrel beneath

the gutter, put a tap on the barrel and, hey presto –
running water.
I was also able to set up a similar rainwater harvesting system for the students. Now they have water
on tap rather than having to walk to the communal
water point in the town. Of course these systems are
only of use during the rainy season so I also initiated
some conversations with Diocesan staff towards finding a source of water that they could use in the dry
season and I hope to be able to follow up progress on
this from the UK.
On a day off, I was fortunate to be able to visit
the source of the Nile. This was some 30 km from Matana and one of the only tourist attractions in the area.
Although there was not much there, and the blue tiled
bath-like structure that channelled the water from the
spring and a pyramid (due to it being the start of the
water’s long journey to Egypt) seemed somewhat incongruous with the amazing views of rolling hills.
It was a great experience and I really enjoyed my
time there. We were well looked after and I enjoyed
getting to meet and pray with local congregations. I
took greetings from Busbridge and Hambledon and
they return their greetings to us all.
To have the opportunity to spend time with and
offer something to the students training to be pastors in
Burundi, some of whom will likely become national
leaders of the church, is a great privilege. It was lovely
to encourage the Diocese of Matana and the Institut
through our visit and it is my hope that we all be encouraged to think how we can share the gifts and resources we have with others. Thanks to all those who
supported me in lots of different ways, especially those
who looked out for Debs and the kids.

James at the source of the mighty ile – really
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Coffee, cake and hearing aid sorted
Busbridge and Hambledon Church’s ‘Prime Time’ scheme has much to offer and its latest addition is to
provide a spot of maintenance for hearing aids, as the scheme’s co-ordinator, Penny aylor, explains

D

o you have an NHS hearing aid? Would you find
it helpful to have the routine maintenance of your
hearing aid undertaken locally, thus avoiding the inconvenience and expense of having to get to a hospital
audiology clinic? If so, then a new service starting in
Busbridge during January may be of interest to you.
Prime Time Co-ordinator Penny Naylor has recently been trained by the Royal Surrey’s Audiology
Department and is now qualified to carry out basic
maintenance of hearing aids. Penny, (and her tool kit!),
will be at Busbridge Church Centre on the second Friday of every month between 2 and 4pm, with the next
session running on 14 March.
So whether your hearing aid is in need of retubing or you require a new supply of batteries, come
along to one of the new drop-in sessions. No appointment is necessary, just come along with your hearing
aid(s) and your beige record book. This service is being provided by the Older Person’s Ministry Team at
Busbridge and Hambledon Church.
Anyone, however, regardless of age, is welcome
to make use of this facility, which is available during

these new monthly drop-in sessions that are part of the
Prime Time programme.
So hearing aid wearer or not, if you want a
change of scene, or the opportunity to chat with
friends (or perhaps make some new ones), come along
to the Church Centre at Busbridge on the afternoon of
the second Friday in every month. Coffee, tea and cake
await you, as does the guarantee of a warm welcome.
Guest speaker
Occasionally there may be a guest speaker during the
course of the afternoon; on other occasions there may
be a craft or other activity. Hearing aid maintenance
will be available at every one of these monthly events.
In the meantime, Penny is prepared to do home visits
in Hambledon if people have no transport.
Further details about the new hearing aid repair
service and for all enquiries concerning Prime Time,
please contact Penny Naylor on 01483 527335 or
penny.naylor@bhcgodalming.org

Insure that holiday
If you are planning a holiday abroad, the time to
think about travel insurance is now. Each year a
surprising number of people neglect to do this at
the right time, which is as soon as you make arrangements that cost you money. This is especially
important if you or a travelling companion has a
medical condition.
Premiums can vary widely. A number of insurers specialise in covering the elderly and those
with a medical condition that could make it necessary to change plans. Flexicover and Free Spirit
are among those companies.
Premiums are based on both the risk of a
claim occurring and the potential costs of that
claim. For example, a stretcher repatriation from
Malta by commercial airline can cost about
£7,500 (but a private repatriation could cost more
than £10,000).
Remember that most travel insurance policies are not a ‘fit to travel’ policy and assessments
are made using an industry-standard set of medical questions. Premiums are quoted on the personal circumstances of the individual and not that
of travelling companions. We all hope that claims
will be unnecessary but better safe than sorry!
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Thomas and those doubts
GOD
IN THE
The Rev Michael Burgess discusses sacred art displayed in Amsterdam’s
Rijksmuseum. This month, The Incredulity of St Thomas by
Hendrick Ter Brugghen

T

he Easter Gospel we celebrate this month is all
about resurrection and recognition. Mary Magdalene in the garden, the travellers to Emmaus,
the disciples fishing – none of them recognise the risen
Lord immediately.
On that first Easter day the disciples were huddled behind locked doors; they were fearful and confused. When Jesus stood among them and showed
them his hands and side, only then did joy break into
their hearts and lives. And so it is easy to sympathise
with the doubt and hesitancy of Thomas gathered with
the disciples a week later.
Earlier in St John’s Gospel, Thomas had exhorted the other disciples to go with Jesus and die with
him. Later he is not so sure, as he asks Jesus about that
way and where he is going. In chapter 20 Thomas asks
for a sign that will shows that the Jesus he followed is
not just the way, but the truth and the life: the Lord of
Easter. The very thing denied throughout our Lord’s
ministry is granted to Thomas. Jesus meets the
strength of his disbelief with the invitation to reach out
and touch the signs of his crucifixion.
St John does not tell us if Thomas accepted this
invitation. But that revelatory moment of touching is
there in this month’s
painting from the
Rijksmuseum: The
Incredulity of St Thomas by the Dutch
artist, Hendrick Ter
Brugghen.
When he was
15, Ter Brugghen
went to Italy and was
fascinated by the
paintings of Caravaggio – the use of light
and darkness, the
drama of the subject
matter, and the ordinariness of the models. They are all there
in this painting of
1622.
The eyes of
Thomas and Jesus are
focused on the index
finger reaching into
the wounded side.
Two disciples are
close by, but seem

ARTS

strangely distant: one has his eyes closed, the younger
one looks up to heaven. The old man on the right with
the weathered face and rough hands has glasses on to
see more clearly this drama of recognition.
Startlingly physical
The moment is frozen on the canvas, and it is startlingly physical in its realism. It is a prelude to Thomas’s affirmation: “My Lord and my God.” We can
sense how Thomas draws in his breath as disbelief
turns to insight.
And we draw in our breath as we hear our Lord
say to us that the final beatitude is not to Thomas seeking a sign, but to us who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.
St Peter in his first letter wrote to such Christians
and said: “Although you have not seen him, you love
him; and even though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and
glorious joy.”
Thomas loved and believed and rejoiced as he
reached out to his risen Lord. Let us pray this Easter
that the risen Lord will reach out to us, and touch us
with those gifts of love, faith and joy.
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The best cookery corner

in the South East

Easter chocolate rere-cycling

I

love Easter, but I’m
not quite so keen on
the tidal wave of
cheap chocolate and sugary things that tend to
come along for the ride, writes Sam Gates.
Whilst all those bouncing bunnies, yellow
chicks and big chocolate eggs are fun at the time, after
the first blissful, chocolatey hit, they don’t seem to
know when to leave. Way into summer, I’ll find sad

stashes of chocolate melted into gruesome shapes
perched on mantelpieces, or crumbled and powdered
with an unappealing white bloom in the fridge.
At that point they’re good for nothing but the
bin, which is a waste. So last year, I made sure every
scrap of chocolate or sugary stuff was put to good use
by reinventing them as Sunday cakes. These two were
the firm favourites because they’re quick to make and
taste delicious, so give them a go. And as they're recycled, you can award yourself a few brownie points too.

Fab fudge and banana cake
180 grams cake flour
½ teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
2 teaspoons baking powder
125 grams soft butter
150 grams castor sugar, golden if you can get it
This is good for using up grotty bananas and any last
bits of fudge you might have left from the Easter
sugar-fest. It won’t win any beauty contests, but at
teatime or wrapped in cellophane, tied with raffia for
a quick gift, it scrubs up a treat.
Use a 20cm round cake tin, buttered and lined with
greaseproof paper.
Preheat oven to 170°c. Mix flour, bicarb and baking
powder in a bowl. In another bowl, mix the butter and

2 big eggs
4 ripe bananas,
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
4 tablespoons of fudge crumbs (any flavour you fancy)

sugar. Add the mashed bananas and the eggs before
stirring in the fudge and vanilla extract. Add the flour
mixture, bit by bit, and stir in with a spatula. Pour into
the tin.
Bake for about 30-35 minutes, testing with a cake
tester before taking out and leaving in the tin to cool.
Before serving, or wrapping if it’s a present, shake a
thin layer of castor sugar over the top.

Easter egg chocolate brownies
180 grams chopped chocolate or crumbled chocolate
Easter eggs
175 grams soft butter (not margarine)
300 grams caster sugar

130 grams plain flour
3 medium eggs, beaten
Icing sugar for decorating

Purists will insist that the best brownies should only
be made with chocolate that has at least a 70 per
cent cocoa content, but the truth is this recipe is
wonderful with any old ester eggs or chocolate that
you can find.
Square tray bake pan 22cm x 22cm (but if you have
one roughly this size it will be fine) lined with greaseproof paper.
Preheat the oven to 170° C
Bring a saucepan half filled with water to the boil,
then reduce the heat to a gentle simmer
Place the chocolate and butter in a heatproof glass
bowl over the pan without it touching the water, and
leave until it has melted. Stir until the chocolate and
butter are combined.
Turn off the heat and remove the glass bowl. Now stir
in the sugar completely, then add the flour and stir

well. It will start to get a bit thick, but keep going,
then stir in the eggs until smooth and creamy.
Pour the mixture into the baking tray, and bake for
30 minutes, until it is starting to crack on the top but
is still soft in the centre (not runny, though) Don’t let
it overcook as a perfect brownie should be wobbly
and gooey in the centre, otherwise it becomes a
mere chocolate cake which isn’t nearly as much fun.
Leave to cool and sieve a teaspoon of icing sugar
over the top before handing out. Even better if you
can make a stencil and sieve it over that to make
pretty shapes on the top.
Sam Gates (pictured, left, with condiments) is a
writer and marketing consultant to the food industry. Her first book, Brood Food, will be published next year
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On to outside jobs in earnest
One of the least arduous but most productive of gardening jobs, deadheading, never
fails to delight me: flowers are the attempt by the plant to reproduce. If you cut the
heads off before the flower seeds, it will continue to flower. Tom Hodgkinson

W

ith the days getting longer there is more
time to do all those jobs outside, such as
planting bulbs and veg, staking perennials
and taking care of the lawn.

Perennials, annuals and bulbs: give plants in the borders a boost by feeding them with Growmore or Vitax
Q4 to help them to produce lush new growth; don’t be
tempted to apply more than the recommended rate on
the packet to avoid burning the plants; after feeding
weed the borders and apply a layer of mulch to conserve moisture and suppress weeks.
Plant summer flowering bulbs such as gladioli; it
seems strange to plant bulbs now while still enjoying
spring flowering ones, but it is well worth it. Sow
hardy annuals, such as cornflowers and calendulas in
modular trays and then plant them out when they have
filled the modules with roots. When planting up pots
and hanging baskets for the spring, remember that the
nutrients in fresh compost will only feed the plants for
six weeks or so; after that feed regularly; slow release
fertilisers, like Miracle-Gro All Purpose Continuous
Release Plant Food, are the ultimate low maintenance
option, because the granules are added to the containers when planting: one application of slow release fertiliser should keep the plants in pots looking lush for
most of the growing season.
Trees and shrubs: Bamboo can spread very quickly;
stop it before it takes over the garden by using a sharp
spade or a hand saw to remove rhizomes spreading out
from the main clump; to keep bamboo within bounds,
dig a trench around the plant of at least 60cm deep
(ideally even deeper) and fill it with a solid barrier such
as concrete paving slabs; these need to protrude 8cm
above soil level to stop surface rhizomes going over
the top. Give some TLC to shrubs and trees in containers, that look good year in year out: check if the roots
have filled the pot and move into a bigger container if
necessary; add some slow release fertiliser to the compost before planting; if plants don’t need potting up,
scratch out the top 8cm of compost and replace it with
fresh container compost with added slow release feed.
Vegetables and fruit: sow small amounts of quick
growing veg every few weeks for regular harvest of
baby salads; radishes, salad leaves and spinach will be
ready to harvest in four weeks. Plant onions 10cm apart
in rows 15cm apart, and shallots 15cm apart in rows
30cm apart. Plant first and second early potatoes at the

The Garden

in April

start of the month, with main crop following in midApril; plant in rows 75cm apart, spacing early tubers
30cm apart and the main crop 45cm apart; bury them at
least 15cm deep and protect from frost with fleece; as
soon as the shoots appear cover with soil. If short of
space plant potatoes in pots that are at least 25cm in
diameter; half fill the pots with compost and bury one
seed potato just below the surface; as the seeds grow
cover with more compost until the pot is full.
Veg to sow indoors: aubergine, celery, courgettes, cucumbers, pumpkin and squash.
Veg to sow outdoors: beetroot, broccoli, cabbages, carrots, leeks, lettuce, peas, perpetual spinach,
salad leaves, spring onions, summer cauliflowers,
swiss chard and turnips. Plant veg crops in containers;
buy plug plants if few are needed; generally those best
to grow in containers are edibles that will crop over
longer periods; non-edible flower plants can be added
to make the container look even better: sweetcorn underplanted with dwarfbeans and quick maturing salad
leaves; swiss chard, lettuce, marjoram interspersed
with violas; courgette with lettuce underplanted; runner beans growing up a wigwam together with nasturtium; the plant combinations are endless; don’t forget
to add slow-release fertiliser when planting.
Lawn: start to mow, if not already, the blades on the
highest setting for the first cut and then gradually lower
in the coming weeks until they are about 2.5cm high.
Cheapest way to repair bare patches is to use grass
seed: rake the soil to loosen the surface; sow grass seed
at a rate of 15-25g per sq m.; rake the soil to cover the
seed and water if the weather is dry. Give the grass a
boost with the first feed of the season; spread over the
growing season, it pays off to feed about four times.
Pond: to create a new pond, use rope or string to mark
out the shape of the pond; dig out the pond; make sure
at least one of the edges slopes – this will help wildlife
to get in and out; create some “shelving” around the
edge for marginal plants; the centre of the pond should
be at least 60cm deep, so wildlife can survive freezing
conditions in winter; line the hole with underlay or old
carpet, and then a butyl or polythene pond liner, bigger
than the pond; disguise the edges with paving or
stones; don’t trim the excess liner until the pond is full
of water; allow the pond to fill up with rainwater or fill
it with the contents of the water butt; do not fill with
tap water; plant with water plants and marginal plants.

If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need. Marcus Tullius Cicero
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First sound of leather on willow
The cricket season starts this
month – really. And the chairman of Hambledon Cricket Club, Arthur Blackman,
provides a run-down of what’ll be happening and what
the club needs.
Senior Fixtures
The first game will be a non-league Friendly XI playing on Sunday 13 April at home against Grayswood,
weather permitting. At present the ground is still soft
and we will need some good weather for it to dry out.
The second non-league game will be on Sunday 20
April at home against Uplands. The first league game
will be on Sunday 29 April at home against Westcott.
Anyone who would like to play, or help in other ways
(for example, making teas or umpiring), please contact
the captains.
Colts
We will be running colts coaching sessions for youngsters aged from seven to 15. The sessions, which are
on the cricket green, will run as follows
Under 9s and under 11s – Saturday morning (10.00
to 12 noon) from 12 April to 19 July.
Under 13s and under 15s – Monday evening (6.30pm
to 8.30pm) from 14 April to 21 July.
Signing-on and practice will start on the cricket green
on Saturday 12 April for the under 9s and under 11s
and Monday evening, 14 April for the under 13s and
under 15s. The colts team will be run by the following
Under 15s – Angus Stovold (07768 721204)
Under 13s – Richard Lott (07966 234545)

Under 11s – Andrew Williams (awill@aol.com)
Under 9s – James Willoughby (07973 698022)
Colts coaching and volunteers
We need help in running all the colts teams this year.
If you can help in anyway, please call Caroline Tristem (01428 685455). In addition to the coaching sessions there are colts’ matches either on Friday evenings or Sunday mornings.
Training for helpers will be given via the club
coaches and managers under the Surrey CC’s guidance. The club can supply most equipment. However,
it is better if colts can bring their own equipment.
We are also keen to welcome new players of all
ages to the club. So, colts, please mention this to
friends at school and encourage them to come along.
Dads, we are continuing with the senior part of the
club with a League XI playing in the local Village
League. This is a very friendly but competitive league,
so if you fancy turning out, please contact the captain.
Fund Raising
We aim to run the “The 200 Club” again in 2014 and
we hope all those who took part in last year’s four
draws will participate again. Please contact Bruce
Sleep (01428 684457) if you are interested or require
further information.
Should you require any information about the
club, please call club captain Bob Cunningham (07768
374 921), vice captain Mark Burton (07722 752465),
friendly XI captain Peter Woolley (07800 596193),
secretary Bruce Sleep or our president, Mic. Coleman
(01428 682977).
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Improved form maintained
The weather continued to bug ‘The Dons’ – Hambledon’s football team – but
their recent improved form continued with two wins and a draw from three
matches, reports club skipper Matt Kiley

A

fter their empathic victory against Old Salesians, the Dons were left frustrated with three
games in a row being called off because of the
weather. They finally got back in action against
Knaphill. They could have been forgiven for being a
little rusty but they kept up the good form shown
against Old Salesians against a tough Knaphill team
who had beaten the Dons 6-1 earlier in the season.
The Dons were one up after Stu Cook scored, but
Knaphill pegged them back when birthday-boy Will
Walsh was caught on the ball and their striker smashed
home from the edge of the penalty box.
Jack Field cleared a header off the line and then
Will Walsh went from villain to hero when he bundled
in a cross from Rob Clarke. So the Dons took a deserved three points from the game and gained revenge
for the earlier defeat in the season.
Next up was a trip to Farnborough NE. The Dons
were greeted by a big pitch in terrible condition but in
the first half, to their credit, they played their best 45
minutes of the season.
The only thing missing was a goal. The game
should have been put to bed but Hambledon missed
chance after chance as they carved up the opposition
almost at will.
Farnborough gained confidence in the second
half and created chances of their own, but couldn’t
find the net either so the game finished 0-0. Rob
Clarke was forced off with a nasty injury and has unfortunately been ruled out for the season with a ligament damage.
Hambledon then welcomed Woking & Horsell to
Badger Park. And ran out comfortable 3-2 victors in

glorious sunshine. Stu Cook put the Dons 1-0 up and it
stayed this way until the second half when Woking
equalised with a header after a defensive mix up on the
post. The Dons kept their heads and were soon 3-1 up
after two well taken goals by Kuda Kamato. Woking
scored a consolation goal at the death.
Comprehensive victory
The Reserves were also frustrated with both their big
games against Molesey and Chiddingfold called off
with the bad weather. But they too recorded a 2-1 win
over Knaphill with goals from Andy Parkin and Connor Piatek.
Next was a comprehensive 6-0 victory over Ockham Reserves with six different goal scorers – Connor
Piatek, Andy Parkin, Luke Winter, Myles, Omari and
Tom Dee on his return.
The reserves are still in with a shout of the title
but have three very important games to finish the season – against Chiddingfold, Godalming and title favourites Molesey.
The best news came from the ‘A’ Team – the
newly-formed third team recorded their first victories
of the season. They beat UFC 4-2, with goals from
Ollie Cummings, Jamie Stevens, Grant Flint and Andy
Peacock; then followed this up with a 1-0 win over
Guildford United ‘A’, Alex Mussell scoring.
Meanwhile, we would like to welcome you at
Badger Park soon to take in a game in the fantastic
new Clubhouse, with a licensed bar. All fixtures are on
the website, http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/
hambledonfc/. Any questions, please email hambledonfc@gmail.com

Connor Piatek – among the goals
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Puzzle Page
Crossword
ACROSS
1 Non-permanent office worker (4)
4 Bundle of towels (4)
7 Unexploded cartridge (3)
9 Ben___, comedian, author and
playwright (5)
10 Gramophone record (4)
11 Secretively, furtively (2,3,3)
13 Deciding contest of a
competition (5)
14 Cornish fairy (5)
18 Turning suddenly (8)
20 (Had) gone down below the
surface (4)
21 Arithmetic symbol (5)
22 Newspaper inserts (3)
23 Form of air pollution (4)
24 Quick glance (4)

DOWN
1 Sweeney _, demon barber (4)
2 Disorder, confusion (9)
3 Letters after a firm’s name
(initials) (3)
4 Voice disapproval (3)
5 One of the Brontë sisters (4)
6 Relating to a racial group (6)
7 Poverty-stricken (9)
8 Around the World in Eighty__,
Jules Verne novel (4)
12 Thick tent fabric (6)
15 Name of a major
supermarket chain (4)
16 Disentangle (4)
17 Large receptacle for refuse (4)
19 Pop-group engagement (3)
20 Drink a small amount (3)

Word Search

Maze


Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Hallelujah!
April brings us to Easter –
the crucifixion, death and
resurrection of
Jesus Christ – the
triumphant highlight of
the Christian year.
As St Paul pointed out,
unless Jesus really did
rise again, our faith is
useless, and we may as
well forget any hope of
heaven or eternal life.


Easy

Sudoku

Answers to all puzzles on page 25
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Intermediate
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Puzzle Solutions
Crossword

Word Search
Passover
bread
wine
body

soldiers
cross
nails
vinegar

blood
betrayal
Jerusalem
Pilate

temple
curtain
tomb
angel

Judas
stone
Gethsemane
risen
trial gardener
crucifixion
Mary

Sudoku
Easy

Intermediate
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