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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 
 

 

Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 

                                                   simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Associate Vicar The Rev Catherine McBride 01483 421267 

 Mervil Bottom, Malthouse Lane,  

                Hambledon GU8 4HG  catherine.mcbride@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Curate  The Rev David Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road 

 Godalming GU7 1TG                   
 

Curate  The Rev James Gibson 01483 421267 

 2 South Hill,                           james.gibson@bhcgodalming.org 

 Godalming GU7 1JT  

 

Churchwarden Mrs Elizabeth Cooke 

 Marepond Farm, Markwick Lane 

 Loxhill, Godalming, GU8 4BD 01483 208637  
 

Churchwarden Mrs Jacqui Rook  

 1 Hambledon Park, 

                       Hambledon, GU8 4ER              01428 684390   
 

Assistant Churchwarden Mr David Chadwick, Little Beeches, 

 14 Springhill, Elstead, 

 Godalming, GU8 6EL 01252 702268 
 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid Dr Alison Martin 

 Tillies, Munstead Heath Road 

 Godalming GU8 4AR 01483 893619 

 

Sunday Services 
 

Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,  

 which is shown on page 5 
 

The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.   

Details from Catherine McBride   Tel: 01483 421267 
 

Alpha details and information from  

The Rev Catherine McBride    Tel: 01483 421267  
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact  

Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office  
Tel No: 01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm) 
 

Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued, 
contact the Church Wardens 
 

The Rector is  normally off duty on Fridays 
 

The Associate Vicar is  normally off duty on Fridays 

 
The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of 

Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr Chris Bergin 01428 643877);  

St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s,  

Milford (Fr Michael 01483 416880) 
 

 

 

TO SUBSCRIBE £5 per year  

AND HAVE THE MAGAZINE  

DELIVERED, PLEASE CONTACT 
PAT WILLIAMS   01428 682455 

 

 

Copy deadlines for the 

August magazine 
 

The deadline is Thursday, 17 July 

 

Please send your copy to 
 

Philip Ryland 

Little Leat, Lane End, 

Hambledon, GU8 4HD 

01428 683111 

email: psryland@waitrose.com 

 

Advertisers, please contact 
Tony Parker 

email: the.parkers@virgin.net 

01428 683577 
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 Rector’s Reflections – July 

Simon Taylor, Rector, 
Hambledon and Busbridge 

 

What do you say when you run out of words? 
 

T 
he philosopher Edward de Bono uses words, pictures and symbols in something called a Random 

Entry Toolkit to stimulate creative questions in difficult situations. The objective is: 

“to constructively challenge the status quo”.  You can read more at: 
             www.debonoconsulting.com/Lateral_Thinking.asp 

I like the idea behind de Bono’s approach.  I’d like to suggest that the idea behind the tool is an 

excellent theory for asking questions of the seemingly senseless. If I come to a situation and perceive an 

impasse, how do I move forward? We’ve all been in such a situation. It might be a work dilemma that’s 

exhausting us or it could be an unspoken brokenness we sense in a relationship. In those moments I find 

that many people literally run out of words to describe the way forward. People can often verbalise the 

impact on them, but the mouth runs on empty as to ‘what next’ and ‘how’. 

It doesn’t have to be a big situation to bring you to a word-halt. A parent who has 3 children in 3 

schools, 2 after school clubs to get them to, a dog to walk alongside caring for an elderly relative proba-

bly encounters, and uses, Random Entry Theory without realising it. That is, until another weight is 

added to the daily activity. At that point it can begin to crumple. No-one would notice because our 

words keep coming out as we keep going; but our perception, our sense, is that something isn’t quite 

right any longer. 

The problem, as I see it, is found in de Bono’s statement about “challenging the status quo”. We 

long for status quo, for constancy, for things to stay the same and controllable for just a little bit longer. I 

remember speaking to a work-place psychologist once about how people organised their desks.  One 

person keeps  order through a tidy desk  but another person keeps disorder at bay through that which 

appears to be untidy. The untidy desk is actually controlled – the person knows exactly where each item 

is. You can test this – go to a work desk, or your partner’s place they keep notes and re-order it, and 

stand back for the fireworks. 

We can all cope with a certain degree of lack of order but there is a point at which the organisation 

which we create around ourselves can begin to unravel unless we have something in the arsenal which 

helps us to see things differently. 

It seems to me that something like this is occurring around us. On the one hand we are staying up 

late to watch England play in the World Cup in Brazil or hoping to celebrate an England win in the 

rugby. These events roll round every four years. We know the pattern but our aspirations are always 

heightened.  We shout ourselves  into oblivion in joy  or despair,  but life will go on  and we know the 

pattern. On the other hand the front page of the papers is full of utter mayhem across large swathes of 

the World. The familiarity that we are used to seems to be under enormous pressure and in the midst of 

it there are many voices shouting short-term ‘solutions’ but the words of the wise seem to have fallen 

into silence. 

When the words run out, whether it is on a global scale or in a relationship or your situation, I have 

few words of my own to share. To me, de Bono has part of the answer: it is time to look at it differently 

because the old way of seeing it might just have run out of words of wisdom. This, for me, is a question 

of looking at life spiritually. Yet de Bono does not offer answers – he offers, as he himself describes it, a 

‘toolkit’ to raise new questions. I have found that the only answer is found in the wise words of Jesus 

when he made a unique offer: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (The Bible,  John 14:27). 

The single word when all other words run out?                 Peace.     
 Have a peaceful Summer  
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6th July   9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

3rd Sunday after Trinity 11.00 am Messy Church 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 
13th July   9.30 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 

4th Sunday after Trinity 11.00 am Holy Communion 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 
Saturday 19th July 8.30-10am   Prayer Breakfast in Church Rooms 

  A time to meet together for prayer:  all are welcome 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 
20th July   9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
5th Sunday after Trinity 11.00 am Morning Worship 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 
Saturday 26th July   8.30 am Hambledon Ladies Breakfast  Speaker: Helen Azur 

  at West Surrey Golf Club, Enton Green 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 
Sunday 27th July   9.30 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 

6th after Trinity 11.00 am United Benefice Holiday Club Service  

  at Busbridge Junior School  
  (NB no 11am service at Hambledon) 

 ____________________________________________________ 

        And in August 
3rd August 10:30am Special WW1 Commemorative Service 
7th after Trinity  Only one service this Sunday 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

Services at St. John’s, Busbridge 
 

 8.30 am 1st & 3rd Sundays Morning Prayer 

  2nd & 4th Sundays Holy Communion 

 10.00 am Every Sunday “Classic” service in Church 

   “Contemporary” service in Busbridge Junior School 

 Groups for children of all ages in various locations – 

 turn up and ask! 

 6.30 pm  Benefice Evening Worship 

CHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDAR    
July 2014July 2014July 2014July 2014    

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for our diocese during the vacancy-in-see: 
 

“Heavenly Father,        Look with your mercy and favour upon your faithful people here in the diocese 

of Guildford.  Bless and guide those responsible for the appointment of our new Bishop, someone of 

deep faith, soaked in the Scriptures and with a love for your people.  We ask this in the knowledge that 

you have oversight of us all, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 
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M any   congratulations to  David Hodson   a 

member   of    Hambledon  Parish  Church 

Council, on being appointed an OBE in the Queen’s 

Birthday Honours,  for his “Services to International 

Family Law”. See more on page 11. 
 

Those up early enough to listen to the Sunday Morn-

ing Service on Radio 4 on  1st June would have en-

joyed the service from Scargill House.  The first 

reading was given by The Rev Stephanie Couvela, 

their resident chaplain, who was of course our Asso-

ciate Minister here in Hambledon.  

It was a good service and to hear Stephanie was 

an added bonus.  

Dick Partridge celebrates his 91st birthday this 

month.  Many congratulations! Dick and Sylvie Par-

tridge moved recently from Admers Cottage opposite 

the village shop to Hungerford in Berkshire and we 

have missed them already.  We send the good wishes 

of Hambledon neighbours and friends as they settle 

into their new environment, but it is not the same for 

those left behind who recall Dick in his wellies 

trouping across to the shop for his daily newspaper. 
 

Joan Elliott is now at home after spending about 3 

months in hospital.  She must be delighted to be back 

but her health is not good and for Joan we know that 

this must be a struggle.  We all send her our love. 

PARISH & PEOPLE 

 
 

H e was a militant non-believer, who summed 

up his world view with a verse from Lu-

cretius: ‘Had God designed the world, it would 

not be a world so frail and faulty as we see.’ So 

Jack turned his attention to academia, excelling in 

each field he studied. Soon the dons of Oxford 

took him in as a respected peer and he began to 

write and teach.  

Yet, far beneath the surface, his doubts were 

taking their toll. He described his mental state 

with words like ‘misery and hopelessness’. He 

said, ‘I maintained God did not exist I was also 

angry with God for not existing: Then two 

friends, also Oxford dons, J R R Tolkien and H V 

D Dyson, both devout followers of Christ, urged 

him to do something he’d surprisingly never 

done: read the Bible.  

So he did. Jack began to wrestle with the 

claims Christ made, concluding that He was ei-

ther deluded, deceptive, or the very One He 

claimed to be, the Son of God. 

On the evening of 19 September 1931, Jack 

and his two friends took a long walk through Ox-

ford. They talked late into the night And Jack, C 

S ‘Jack’ Lewis, would later recall a rush of wind 

that caused the first leaf to fall – a sudden breeze, 

which possibly came to symbolise for him the 

Holy Spirit. Soon after that night, Lewis became 

a believer. The change revolutionised his world 

and consequently the worlds of millions of read-

ers. Could it be this simple? Could the chasm be-

tween doubt and faith be spanned with Scripture 

and Christian fellowship? Why don’t you come to 

Christ and find out for yourself?  

‘Jack’   ‘Then Their Eyes Were Opened and They Knew Him...’ Luke 24:31 NKJV 

    
    

                                    Well done all of you    at The Hambledon Nursery School, which has been  
judged ‘outstanding’outstanding’outstanding’outstanding’ in all aspects by the Ofsted Report. Headteacher Nicola Collett, 

fresh from directing their lovely choir to open the Fete said:  “I am overcome with emotion”.     

 

HAMBLEDON LADIES BREHAMBLEDON LADIES BREHAMBLEDON LADIES BREHAMBLEDON LADIES BREAKFAST AKFAST AKFAST AKFAST     
    

Saturday 26th July,  Saturday 26th July,  Saturday 26th July,  Saturday 26th July,  8.30am at West Surrey Golf Club, Enton  
 

We are welcoming Helen Azer back again to speak.  She is a missionary  worker with  
Heartcry for Change, which helps children who are abused and in slavery, in India, Africa 

and the Middle East as well as countries like Moldova and Romania. Born in Egypt, she will 
tell us about her varied  life and background. Do come and join us!  

 

Tickets from Hambledon Village Shop or phone Jacqueline Hindley 01428 681423 
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signed off; and Raymond was re-appointed internal 

auditor.   

No changes were reported to the register of 

members’ interests and the Council’s standing orders 

and financial regulations were re-confirmed. The Par-

ish Plan, which is regularly reviewed and up-dated, 

remains the Council’s business plan.  

 

Far short of expectations 
Following the presentation by Scottish and Southern 

Energy at the Parish Assembly, the Parish Council 

requested responses to a number of specific points. 

The resultant e-mail fell far short of expectations; an 

invitation to the SSE performance manager for the 

Aldershot district to attend the June meeting remained 

unanswered, but eventually telephone contact was es-

tablished with the operations manager.  

This, and a subsequent e-mail from the perform-

ance manager, established that a massive programme 

of tree cutting and line refurbishment should be under 

way before too long, but that it is still too early to start 

briefing individual areas and customers as to how they 

will be affected. However, when that stage is reached, 

SSE would be happy to come and talk to the Parish 

Council. An up-date has been promised before the end 

of July. 

A 
t last the resurfacing of the Hambledon Road 

has been completed – perhaps not to motor-

way standards, but a lot better than it has been 

for many years. Some gentle reminders were needed 

before the gaps along some of the road edges were 

(more or less) filled in and a covered-over drain in 

Malthouse Lane, adjacent to the entrance to St Domi-

nic’s School, still has to be dealt with. But, by and 

large, job done. 

The Parish Council has again been successful in 

obtaining funds from Surrey’s localism initiative, 

which means that Colin Rapley will be able to keep 

hedges and ditches under control throughout the year. 

Colin can also carry out limited work on gullies 

and drains, but there are four blockages in under-

ground pipework that are beyond his equipment’s ca-

pabilities. Help from the county council and its jetting 

equipment has therefore been requested. If these 

blockages could be cleared, annual maintenance work 

should be sufficient to keep Hambledon’s local roads 

up to an acceptable standard. 

At its annual meeting on 19 May, the Parish 

Council re-elected John Anderson and Philip Under-

wood as Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively. 

Raymond Smith was thanked for having audited the 

accounts for 2013-14, which were approved and 

Roads and power linesRoads and power linesRoads and power linesRoads and power lines    

It’s a tale of two infrastructure providers – Surrey County Council has 

eventually re-surfaced the Hambledon road, but power provider SSE 

continues to disappoint 

 
Hambledon 

Parish Council 

Plastic Milk Bottle Tops 
 

Mary Grove writes “I am collecting these 

and passing them on to the Chiltern Air Am-

bulance Group who raise money from them 

by recycling, e.g. at one time they were 

made into fleeces by M&S!  

If you would like to join me in supporting 

them, please leave your (washed!) collection 

on my doorstep and I will pass them on.  

Mary Grove, 5 Duncombs Cotts, Hambledon Rd. 01483 415815   

(p s If anyone knows of another outlet for the tops, please let me 

know.   This is the only one I have come across). 

 

 

Witley Parish Council are offering Allotments:  Witley Parish Council are offering Allotments:  Witley Parish Council are offering Allotments:  Witley Parish Council are offering Allotments:      
    

“We are now taking applications for allotments from non-parishioners as we currently have some vacancies.  
Please contact our Clerk: Fiona Fox  tel: 01483 411957  email:  clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk 
Witley Parish Council, Council Office, Milford Village Hall, Portsmouth Road, Milford, GU8 5DS” 
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What’s happening . . .
 in and around the v

illage
What’s happening . . .

 in and around the v
illage

What’s happening . . .
 in and around the v

illage
What’s happening . . .

 in and around the v
illage    

Hambletots! 
We are a friendly, local baby and toddler group who meet on  

Wednesday mornings in Hambledon Village Hall from 10-11.30am 
 

Hambletots will be running on 2nd & 9th July only.  

We break for summer from the 16th, then run again from 10th September  

We have toys for all ages, a baby area and we organise a craft activity for the older children. 

Mums, dads and carers with children are welcome along, even if they can’t make every week.  

The cost is £1 for each child under a year and £2 for each child over a year. Come and meet 

other local parents, carers and children over a cup of tea or coffee. 

   please call Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 for more information  

 

   Coffee Morning    Coffee Morning    Coffee Morning    Coffee Morning  
Tuesday 15th July,  at 11am, in the Church Room  

 and the third Tuesday each month 
 

All welcome – do come    More information from Jacqui Rook 01428 684390 

 WAGs 
 

Jan has kindly invited us to  
‘Tea in her garden’ (weather permitting!)  

on Wednesday 16th July 
 

Please meet at Hambledon Village Hall  
by 2pm so that transport can be arranged  

for anyone requiring a lift.  
We look forward to seeing you there.  

Jan Kilsby and Julie Atkin 
 

Contact Number: Jan Kilsby 01483 423637 

Address:   Marsh Farm Fishery, Station Lane, Milford, Surrey. GU8 5AE  Directions: From Milford Railway 

crossing head towards Tuesley Lane and West Surrey Golf Club, the entrance to Marsh Farm is 400 yards along on 

your right.  Club websites: www.godalminganglingsociety.co.uk   & www.marshfarmgodalming.co.uk 

Open Day this year is on Saturday 12th July, 9am-1pm 

followed by a free BBQ at Marsh Farm Fishery near 

Milford Railway Station.  We provide everything so, if 

you would like to try your hand at fishing at this stun-

ning lottery funded venue please just come along. At the 

end every child will be given a free fishing pole (whilst 

stocks last) by the club that they can use on future visits. 

Staycation Dates: Saturdays 2&9August, 9am-12noon  

Family Fishing dates: every Saturday 19th July-16th 

August.        Tickets for both £5. 

    Further coached sessions will be run for Junior 

members on the following dates: 19 & 26 July, and 2, 9 

& 16 August.    Normally it costs just £5 for Juniors to 

fish at Marsh Farm for the day and even better value is 

annual membership (1 July – 30 June) for just £15. 

 Please book by ringing Head Coach Peter Daw-

son on 01483 534204 
 

  Charity competition: 30th August with prizes 

for all. Money raised will go to The Harefield Hospital 

Transplant facility who gave Andrew (our Deputy 

Head Coach) a new lung and lease of life this year. 
 

Hill Pond is reserved for children/families 

only on Saturdays 21&28 July, 4, 11& 18 August 
until midday. If you are not a member you will of 

course need to purchase a day ticket. 

 

The Official Stuff:   Coaches are licensed, in-

sured, First Aid qualified and vetted through CRB. A 

parent or guardian must stay on site. The Open 
Day is for everyone to come along and have a go. 

Godalming Angling Society Free Fishing Open Day, Coaching & BBQs Again This Summer.  
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The next Alpha course for Busbridge&Hambledon The next Alpha course for Busbridge&Hambledon The next Alpha course for Busbridge&Hambledon The next Alpha course for Busbridge&Hambledon   
 

Watch out for developments Watch out for developments Watch out for developments Watch out for developments  
 

Alpha has provided over 2 million people in the UK alone with an opportunity  
to explore aspects  of  Christian  faith  and  to discuss  questions 

 in an informal and relaxed atmosphere.  
Alpha is for everyone,  Alpha is for everyone,  Alpha is for everyone,  Alpha is for everyone,  even if you’ve been a Christian for a long time. No question is off limits and no 

assumptions are made. If you’re new to Hambledon it’s also a great way to make local friends.  
Please contact the Rev Catherine McBride   Tel: 01483 421267 

The Cellar Café in the centre of Godalming is open to all, but with the aim of serving  
the disadvantaged and vulnerable people in the community. Registered Charity no 277631 

 

The Cellar Café & Godalming in Bloom invites you to be part of  

Open Gardens on Saturday 12July 2-6pm  
Inspire and be inspired by other local gardens! Gardens open in  

Godalming, Farncombe and Busbridge. Tickets only £5 for entry to all 
gardens (Free for under-16s). Visitors and more gardens welcome! 

 

Tickets and teas will be on sale from 9 am on the day at The Cellar Café in Crown 
Court, and from 1pm at Busbridge Church and St John’s Church, Farncombe  

 

Please contact vic.hlcks@gmail.com, or beth@otway.com for  
advance tickets, more information or to offer your garden!  
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A bargain could cost your grandchildren the earthA bargain could cost your grandchildren the earthA bargain could cost your grandchildren the earthA bargain could cost your grandchildren the earth    

Spare a thought for the origins of the wonderful items on sale in the Village Shop,  

or the supermarkets: Are they grown sustainably? – for the earth? for the  producers?  

– queries our curate (and horticultural products purveyor), The Rev David Jenkins 

E 
veryone likes a bargain, “buy one get one free” 

always catches my eye along with half price or 

“three for the price of two”.  

Be careful with your money is the good advice 

given by parents to youngsters when they first have 

pocket money or leave home or go to university.  

Purchasing and hence the cost of goods drives the 

economy and it also drives our modern way of living. 

But what should be the price of the goods we pur-

chase? The retailer wants that price to be as high as 

possible to maximize profit and keep shareholders 

happy; but then there is the competition who are selling 

the same product or one similar, and if their price is 

lower they will get the lion’s share of the market. Their 

higher volumes will enable them to cut prices even 

more or they may be able to offer bargains like the two 

for the price of one already mentioned. This should 

increase their volumes even more enabling them to 

drive down the prices again and putting even more 

pressure on their competition. This battle, which is 

constantly being fought out in the high street and su-

permarkets, is invariably portrayed by the government 

as being good for us the consumer. But is it good just 

for us? What about the rest of the world?  

I ask this because big retailers soon come to real-

ise that they can’t lower prices indefinitely without 

losing money and going out of business; but they have 

one more weapon up their sleeve, world wide purchas-

ing power! They 

can use or misuse 

this power in many 

ways. It can be used 

for the betterment 

of a community but 

more often than not 

it is used to drive 

purchase prices 

down, resulting in 

people working for 

subsistence wages, 

or employing unsustainable practices, or involving 

high food miles just so long as the product arrives at 

their door at the cheapest price possible. The knock on 

effect of this can be devastating for the supplier, famer 

or third world factory worker.  

Driven to supply at the cheapest price possible, 

people often work in unhealthy and unsafe conditions 

for long hours and receive little recompense in return. 

Farmers may have to farm in an unsustainable way, 

and in the case, for instance, of meeting the world  

demand for  Palm Oil or  hard wood timber some 

countries are busy destroying their environment.  

Often they are fully aware of the situation but the 

pressure to survive today is so great that they simply 

have to do what they know will leave their grandchil-

dren with barren land. In other cases ruthless business 

people cynically exploit the situation for their own 

ends not caring about the mayhem they leave behind. 

Unofficial loggers in the Amazon forest would be a 

typical example of this; but we all have to accept some 

responsibility for this situation and acknowledge that 

we have a duty to be 

good stewards of this 

planet which is only on 

loan to us for a short 

while.  

S o  b e s i d e s 

wringing our hands 

what practical action 

can we take?  Well 

why not look at fair 

trade? 

 Fair trade is 

about giving farmers 

better prices, decent 

working conditions, local sustainability, and fair terms 

of trade for  farmers and workers in the developing 

world.  

The farms ranging in size from small co-

operatives to large plantations, scattered over Africa, 

Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, supply the UK 

market with products marked with the Fair trade cer-

tificate which gives the consumer the reassurance that 

they are dealing fairly with the producer. The products 

cover a wide range of goods from wines and beers to 

cotton and the raw materials used for cosmetics as well 

as the teas and coffees which we sometimes associate 

with Fair trade. In fact there are over 4500 products 

which are certified by the Fair trade organization and 

are marked with their Fair trade logo.  By purchasing 

these products you are guaranteeing that the product 

has been grown sustainably and that the farmer has 

been paid a fair price.  

     As I have said, this world is only on loan to us 

so we have an obligation to act with justice and sus-

tainability. All and especially Christians need to note 

the following two passages: 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And 

what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to 

love mercy and to walk humbly with your God”  

Micah 6 v8. 
 

“Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of 

the poor and needy”. Proverbs  31 v9  
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T 
he past month has seen the most changes yet to 

the village shop. As a result of the advertising 

from the Petworth Road and into the village, 

we have seen a significant rise in passing trade as well 

as locals who didn’t realise we were here or what we 

offered. 

To offer a ‘café’ proposition even in bad 

weather, we have altered the front of the shop to ac-

commodate two indoor tables.  

We continue to increase the depth of range 

within the store and I have decided to move my farm 

shop into the village shop from Chiddingfold. This 

will not only improve the shop’s product range and 

provide Hambledon with a source of varied seasonal, 

local fruit and vegetables, it will also allow me to 

spend 100 per cent of my time in Hambledon rather 

than – as it were – trying to split myself in two. So I 

would like to thank and welcome all my loyal custom-

ers from the farm shop to our village shop and hope 

they enjoy all the additional services that they will find 

at the Cricket Green shop.  

 

Grab a coffee 
I would also like to thank everyone who took time to 

send me questions and suggestions last month. The 

most asked question was about opening hours – could 

we open earlier to enable people to grab a paper and 

coffee on the way to work? Likewise, can we stay 

open later so that more people buy a pint of milk or 

grab a ready meal at the end of day? 

We also received a lot of positive feedback about the 

atmosphere in the shop and how the product range is 

now encouraging more people to shop locally. Every-

thing we do in-store is a team effort. It would not work 

without the help of the staff and volunteers.    

         Thank you and here’s to our continued success! 

From ‘farm’ to ‘village’From ‘farm’ to ‘village’From ‘farm’ to ‘village’From ‘farm’ to ‘village’    

The village shop’s manager, Jo Jazeel, is bringing her farm shop 

to the village shop – and that’s just one of the many changes in 

store, as Jo explains 

 The Village ShopThe Village ShopThe Village ShopThe Village Shop    

D avid Hodson, a member of  St Peter’s Church 

and PCC has been appointed OBE for his 

“Services to International Family Law”.  He is a solici-

tor, mediator, family law arbitrator, part-time family 

court judge, a prolific writer in family law journals.  

He was the originator and a creator of the Eng-

lish family law arbitration scheme, now emulated in 

other countries worldwide. He was co-founder of the 

world’s first metropolitan practice to combine lawyers, 

mediators and counsellors in a holistic, professionally 

collaborative model, The International Family Law 

Group with Ann Thomas, who we know as Ann Hod-

son, was started in April 2007 as they were convinced 

of the need for a legal service specifically committed 

to international families and their children, the world’s 

first practice to provide legal, mediation and arbitra-

tion services and advice for international families and 

their children.  

David was responsible for the groundbreaking 

English Code of Good Practice in family law to be put 

into Plain English which contributed to making family 

law more accessible to the public. He has been on 

committees and organisations for law reform and good 

practice, and tirelessly advocated for the interests of 

international families and their 

children to be taken into ac-

count in national laws and by 

national parliaments, the EU, 

and across the world.  While 

supportive of the EU in creat-

ing cross-border laws for EU 

families, he has been critical 

of the EU significantly ex-

tending its law-making powers 

to cover England’s dealings 

with families from non-EU countries.  

He is also married to Ann, who leads St Peter’s 

choir, and is a keen supporter of Southampton FC. 

David Hodson said: “I am thrilled and humbled. It was 

never expected. I hope this Honour increases aware-

ness by law makers to the particular needs and issues 

of international families and their children.  

“In addition, outside their casework many family 

lawyers work incredibly hard, over decades, for a bet-

ter system for those unfortunate as to be involved in 

family breakdowns and disputes. I believe this offi-

cially recognises that commitment and endeavour by 

so many around the country”.  

David Hodson appointed OBE David Hodson appointed OBE David Hodson appointed OBE David Hodson appointed OBE     
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Success in the summer sunSuccess in the summer sunSuccess in the summer sunSuccess in the summer sun    
5 pages of pictures of Hambledon’s fun-in-the-summer-sun weekend, starting with Saturday’s Village Fete. 

See pages 14, 15 for the evening Ball on the Green, and Sunday morning service when  St Peter’s de-camped  

a mile or so down the Hambledon Road,  and page 16 for the Viewmap unveiling  

Top row: all sorts of last-minute preparations to make 

the fete go well; in particular, leading organiser Philip 

Underwood does interesting things with the sound 

system (right). But everyone was really waiting for the 

little ones from Hambledon Nursery School, led by 

their super headteacher Nicola Collett, to get the show 

going,  (bottom rows). In the middle, Andy Hinde 

back from afar, and Raymond Smith smile among the 

bottles, while Peggy Smith and Pippa Evans prepare a 

huge spread of fine cakes. 
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This page top row, the dads clearly had as much fun 

with the ‘silly’ games as the children, if not going on 

or down the castle and slide. As ever, the dog show 

was a great time to test organisational skills and make 

new friends, canine as well as human.  

And – bottom row – let’s not forget the vital role 

played by all those folk who ran the fete’s many stalls. 

Thanks, indeed. 
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The Midsummer Ball                                             The Midsummer Ball                                             The Midsummer Ball                                             The Midsummer Ball                                             by Derek Miller, Photos by Hermione Power 
    

W hen Hambledon celebrates it does it in style and the Midsummer Ball proved to be no exception.  Over 

three hundred revellers gathered in the marquee after the village fête for an evening that will be remem-

bered for a long time.      Following the tradition of this now well established bi-annual event guests had been 

asked to provide their own food and this re-

sulted in an astonishing array of menus at each 

of the 30 tables.  There was also plenty of evi-

dence of liquid refreshment.  

 By the time the band tuned 

up everybody was well fed 

and ‘watered’ and raring to 

get onto the dance floor.  

‘Toxic Sausage’ do have 

the knack of getting people 

to their feet, cast aside their 

inhibitions and gyrate the 

night away.  Not a square 

foot of dance floor was left 

free from the first number 

until well past midnight. 

Thanks are due to Sue 

Blackman who has estab-

lished and once again or-

ganised what must be con-

sidered one of the high-

lights of the social calendar 

in Hambledon  
    

Fete photos by Philip Underwood and the editorFete photos by Philip Underwood and the editorFete photos by Philip Underwood and the editorFete photos by Philip Underwood and the editor    
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The Howzat ServiceThe Howzat ServiceThe Howzat ServiceThe Howzat Service    
 

T he congrega-

tions   of    

Hambledon and 

Busbridge joined 

forces    for    the   

traditional service 

on the Green,  led 

by Vicar, Catherine, 

and with a rousing 

talk by our Rector 

Simon Taylor on 

getting the foundations right.  

In our faith this is a 

real challenge for us 

all, and foundations 

are rather close to 

home in the Church 

Office, as amusingly 

hinted at in a hilari-

ous sketch by Rog 

Matthews and Andy 

Poulsom. 

Rog showed  

once again that he is 

a dab hand at the 

guitar. 
 
Photos by  
Chris Payne 

‘Blessed be the Lord for the beauty of summer, for the air, the water, the verdure, and the song of birds.’ Carl von Linnaeus    
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Photos Nessie 
Alexander 

Unveiling the Hambledon Viewmap Unveiling the Hambledon Viewmap Unveiling the Hambledon Viewmap Unveiling the Hambledon Viewmap     

Audrey Monk describes the scene as The Lord of the Manor, Stephen Dean, 

unveils the splendid Viewmap on Hambledon Common 

O 
n the Greensand Way, under sunny skies and  

with spectacular views to the South Downs,   

villagers met on Sunday 22nd June  to see 

the Viewmap formally unveiled  by Stephen Dean, 

the Lord of the Manor of Hambledon.   

         The Viewmap, made of stainless steel, explains 

what  can  be  seen  and  is   mounted on  a  plinth  of  

Bargate Stone on the Common just below St. Domi-

nic’s School.    Incorporated within it is  a Quick 

Response (QR) code which links to the Village Web-

site,  where a description of the panoramic view  

across ancient landscape of the Weald can be found. 

Julie  Steele,   Chairman  of  the   Hambledon  

Heritage Society, outlined the history of the project 

which was made possible only by generous dona-

tions from Villagers, the Merry Harriers, George Pitt 

and St. Peter’s Church.           George Pitt briefly 

described the process of transporting the materials to 

the Common and the erection of the plinth by Bob 

the Builder Ltd. 

The  proceedings were concluded by a glass of 

wine and refreshments and a cake made by Elizabeth 

Waring to celebrate the occasion,  all of which had 

nobly been transported to the Common by llamas  

from the Merry Harriers with the kind assistance of 

Julie Stoneley of the Merry Harriers. 
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THE HAMBLEDON VILLAGE SHOW  2014THE HAMBLEDON VILLAGE SHOW  2014THE HAMBLEDON VILLAGE SHOW  2014THE HAMBLEDON VILLAGE SHOW  2014    
 

Could you be Best In Show? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

VILLAGE HALL 
Saturday 30th August 

Enquiries to Andy Falk 01428 683863 

or Nessie Alexander 01428 685968 

T 
his year’s Show, on Saturday 30th August, will 

yet again see some new classes.  New this year 

will be home made decorated biscuits and 

decorated cupcakes (for adults and children).   

In the very popular photography class, the theme 

this year will be photos of aspects of Hambledon dur-

ing the storms this winter.  The Floristry class - of 

which Mary Parker (photographed) took First prize, 

and ultimately Best In Show award - will be a decora-

tion in remembrance of World War I.  Knitting too, 

proved very popular and this year’s theme is Baby 

Booties.  Lego building (a model of your choice in the 

children’s category) and Jam making are back, and this 

year Strawberry Jam is the theme.  This year’s cake 

making category will be a Chocolate Cake. 

The Best in Show prize 

– a silver tray engraved with 

the winner’s name  – will be 

announced at 4.00pm on the 

day.  First and Second prize 

winners will receive a 

smartly printed card.  The 

full programme of class en-

tries will be published in the 

August Parish Magazine.  So 

please get growing, knitting, 

photographing, cooking and 

creating, we really look for-

ward to seeing you at the 

Show!    

Who will be Who will be Who will be Who will be Best in Show 2014 Best in Show 2014 Best in Show 2014 Best in Show 2014 ????    

Andy Falk and Nessie Alexander throw down the gauntlet for the much awaited 

Hambledon Village Show. Who will take the coveted title of Best in Show this year? 
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 D 
id the queens fly?....yeah! but fortunately not 

all of them. We ended up taking three hives to 

80 acres of Oil Seed Rape in Eashing bliss-

fully unaware it was being grown locally at the Cherri-

man’s farm but at least some of our other local bee-

keepers, Sean and Kat, were able to capitalise on this 

harvest. 

Oil Seed Rape is to bees what your best tipple is 

to humans. They’ll fly past everything else flowering 

at that time to get at it. For good reason too. When 

temperatures reach approx. 15 degrees and above, this 

crop practically oozes nectar with some large hives 

able to fill a honey “super” box in one week.  That’s 

25lbs of honey!! 

However, things aren’t as easy as that. One of 

these three queens went AWOL - walked out the front 

door and didn’t 

return. The other 

was one of those 

ladies that preferred 

to wander about the 

hive chatting to her 

ladies in waiting, 

rather than get on 

with the duties of 

laying. So all in all 

only one of our 

three hives per-

formed well on the 

Rapeseed, bringing 

in 65lbs of honey 

over 4 weeks. 

     As alluded to in 

the previous article, 

when a queen goes 

missing or isn’t performing she has to be replaced 

pronto otherwise you’re wasting precious laying time 

for the long awaited summer crop of honey. So I inter-

vened and purchased two mated queens over the inter-

net, as one does these days which were promptly de-

livered to my house the next day via Royal Mail – in 

an aerated padded envelope. Queen rearing is big busi-

ness as these queens retail for between £35-£40 each 

and  there  is  no guarantee the queenless hive will 

accept her pheromones as in the case of my first two 

queens which were summarily executed and thrown 

out  the front door.   The next two  I bought  were  

obviously wearing Chanel No. 5 as they were accepted 

and they’re laying away as I write. 

One never knows what the future holds so if I 

find queen cells in my hives (they look like peanut 

shells – shown below), which I did in this case, I like to 

take the opportunity to raise my own mated queens and 

start off another colony which becomes my buffer 

against any future loses. There are various ways of do-

ing it but I simply remove the frame of bees with the 

queen cell or two, add two 

other frames of bees from the 

same hive and a frame of 

honey/pollen stores and place 

them in a small box to mini-

mize heat lose. The gestation 

period of a queen is 16 days, 4 

days shorter than her worker 

bees. Within 10 days of hatch-

ing, the worker bees will coax 

her to the front door of the 

hive for her maiden flight(s). 

Hot windless days are the best days for these maiden 

flights but hey, this is England, you take what comes. 

The other problems she faces whilst hanging around 

with the lads “Drones” at 30m above ground level is 

that she is a prime target for any bird passing by…..and 

you thought main course at The Crown was an expen-

sive meal!!! 

On inspection of my hives yesterday evening I 

discovered that my two home-grown queens had mated 

as they had laid up a few frames with eggs. I especially 

enjoy this aspect of beekeeping because you feel you 

are making a real contribution to maintaining the UK 

bee population. 

So, honey has started to trickle back into the Vil-

lage Shop again. There’ll be more to come as the main 

“honey flow” is about to start with limes, bramble, clo-

ver etc. all making their contribution to a lovely com-

plex flavoured honey. Some summer flowering Rape-

seed is also being grown in the area so hopefully 

enough for all to go round. Hopefully you may also see 

produce from other beekeepers in the area soon? 

More bee loving plants? Try the Buddleia Globosa 

(for honey bees) and all other Buddleia for bumbles and 

butterflies, sunflowers, heleniums, dog roses, Echina-

cea, Ceanothus, Hawthorn (hedging), Borage and Rose-

mary. 

Interesting fact: The 

queen only ever emerges from 

the hive for a period of 30-40 

minutes during a day or two, to 

mate, and then,  for  the  rest of 

her life, remains flightless in 

the darkness of the hive unless 

of course she decides to swarm. 

July and the Honey Flow is on!July and the Honey Flow is on!July and the Honey Flow is on!July and the Honey Flow is on!    

Local Beekeepers, father and daughter team, Wayne McIntyre (with Christie), 

report: “Well, a month on from the last article and a lot has happened….” 

    of BEEing  

 The Art  
 

Hives on Hives on Hives on Hives on 
rapeseedrapeseedrapeseedrapeseed    

queenqueenqueenqueen
cellcellcellcell    
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Pulborough Brooks was the venue for the start of the June Walk 

Twitching at Pulborough Twitching at Pulborough Twitching at Pulborough Twitching at Pulborough 

J 
enny was our leader for the June walk and on this 

occasion she had planned for us to start at the 

Pulborough Brooks Bird sanctuary which is wor-

thy of a special mention 

Pulborough Brooks is set in the sheltered Arun 

Valley within the South Downs National Park.   The 

Visitor Centre and the Reserve is open all year and 

boasts a great variety of habitats including wetlands, 

woodland, and heathland.  Pulborough Brooks is a 

haven for a wide range of wildlife, and a fantastic day 

out for people of all ages. 

Walks lead through hedge-lined paths to viewing 

areas and hides where volunteers are often on hand to 

help point out the wildlife. If you’re new to nature, 

introductory events, guided walks and courses are held 

throughout the year. 

In winter, the flooded meadows teem with ducks, 

geese and swans, whilst in spring, wading birds, such 

as lapwings and redshanks, breed amongst the pools 

and ditches, and nightingales sing from the hedgerows.  

Then in the height of summer, butterflies and dragon-

flies take centre stage, flitting around the sunny hedge 

lined nature trail and ponds. A heathland restoration 

project is already attracting woodlarks and nightjars, 

adding to the sheer variety this reserve has to offer. 

This last winter there was 

flooding to a depth of several feet 

but the only evidence we were 

aware of was the tide mark left by 

the high water mark. 

The walk was a total of just 

over eight miles divided into two 

sections with a break for lunch at Nutbourne where we 

had lunch at the Rising Sun.  

Well fed and watered we completed the walk and 

thanked Jenny, yet again, for an excellent walk. 
 

Next WalkNext WalkNext WalkNext Walk    

Tuesday 8 JulyTuesday 8 JulyTuesday 8 JulyTuesday 8 July    

Rowlands CastleRowlands CastleRowlands CastleRowlands Castle    
Meet at the Village Hall 9.00am 

 

Short WalkShort WalkShort WalkShort Walk    
Tuesday 15 JulyTuesday 15 JulyTuesday 15 JulyTuesday 15 July    

Meet at the Village Hall at 2.00pm 
 

Further details from:Further details from:Further details from:Further details from:    
Derek Miller Tel: 01428 684362 – Long Walk 

 

    
Celebrating progress on the Celebrating progress on the Celebrating progress on the Celebrating progress on the 
Hambledon Almshouses Hambledon Almshouses Hambledon Almshouses Hambledon Almshouses     
 

Andrew Falk, Chairman of the Trustees  

reports on a great occasion 

 

T he Trustees of the Hambledon Almshouses and 
donors celebrated the opening of the extended 

and refurbished  No.2 Almshouse and thanked all 
donors at a ceremony for all the donors on Saturday 
28th June.  
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H 
as summer really come? asks Earthworm of 

no-one in particular, as he looks out from his 

very big heap. All those mowings, far more 

than is usual as everything seems to have grown faster 

and longer this past month what with the rain and 

some sun. Yes, sun, and though we speak as we go to 

press in latish June, there have been a few really warm 

days, and more are promised. In fact there is a warning 

of drought conditions yet again. How can this be? asks 

Earthworm, after the wettest winter since records be-

gan. Of course, being England, we could not have 

some sunny days without some torrential rain and 

thunderstorms. Earthworm reckoned two inches of 

water fell one night as the thunder rolled around and 

the lightening lit up the sky most dramatically. 

Earthworm finds it hard to believe that the long-

est day is approaching and will have passed once this 

gets into print! It reminds one that it is a season of 

plenty! The soft fruit are ripening, strawberries, rasp-

berries and loganberries (why, he asks do not many 

people grow loganberries they are so delicious?). Now 

people seem to be more interested in all those berry 

crosses the breeders keep producing. There are Tay 

berries, jojo berries and of course nectarine (though 

they are hardly soft fruit thinks Earthworm). Blueber-

ries are in vogue as antioxidants for those health con-

scious  individuals, and while fruit must be good for 

you it is the addition of cream and sugar that are the 

health downfalls! But strawberries would not be the 

same without these additions would they? he muses. 

And the season of plenty extends to everything, 

fetes, school speech days, end of term shows, racing, 

tennis and of course who can forget football? 

Much in the garden seems to have relished the 

wet winter putting on huge amounts of growth, and a 

number of plants have flourished. Earthworm espe-

cially likes the summer-time wild flowers, foxgloves, 

geranium, daisies, and a wonderful display of butter-

cups ! The council have this year spared the cutting, no 

doubt in an effort to save money, such that at some 

crossings one just cannot see whether the road is clear 

or no. It is a no-win situation for them….conserve the 

wild flower banks to satisfy the greens and you imme-

diately upset the motorists! But the late cow parsleys 

are giving a splendid road side show thinks Earth-

worm. Now that they are at their best no doubt the 

trashers will come along! 

Earthworm bids his readers happy holidays! 

Huge growth, yes it’s summer,  

and fecundity also, with the berries around  

Celebrating summerCelebrating summerCelebrating summerCelebrating summer    
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Hambledon Cricket Club 

L 
ocal football is having its summer break, but 

there is plenty of work going on behind the 

scenes at Hambledon FC to get ready for the 

new season. 

The club is still trying to raise enough funds to 

get the car park started in time for the new season with 

the clock ticking. The contract is out to tender, but, 

hopefully, the work will begin in July. Until this is 

finalized the ‘Grand Opening’ of the Community Pa-

vilion has been put on hold. The patio work has been 

completed outside the pavilion and the Merry Harriers 

are very kindly donating some old picnic tables. There 

are also plans to build a BBQ at the ground and when 

all this work is finished Badger Park will be one of the 

best places to play football in Surrey. 

Martyn Grove, fresh from his Groundsman of the 

Year award, is working hard to get the pitch ready for 

the season, and he is still waiting to hear on how he 

fared at the National Groundsman of the Year awards. 

Pre-season training will begin in July. Anyone by 

the World Cup and looking to get back into the game 

will be welcomed at Badger Park. We have four teams 

including a veterans’ team for the over 35s. We have 

also agreed for the Milford Pumas under 17 team to 

use the ground on a Sunday afternoon. 

For more details on the club please visit the web-

site www.pitchero.com/clubs/hambledonfc or email 

hambledonfc@gmail.com for more details. Come on, 

you Dons. 

The place is buzzingThe place is buzzingThe place is buzzingThe place is buzzing    

Seems like it never stops – football, that is. And down at Hambledon Football 

Club’s ground at Badger Park there is plenty happening on and off the pitch,  

as club skipper Matt Kiley reports 

 

With the Pavilion now complete and open, it is 

available for hire. It’s the perfect venue for: 

■ A wedding reception 

■ Group meetings 

■ Sports games 

■ Children’s birthday parties 

If you are interested in hiring the pavilion, please 

contact hambledonfc@gmail.com  

or 07557479349, for a booking form 

and a price list 

Fête stopped play ! 
 

 Apart from the Fête weekend, the Club continues to thrive, and a full report  

will be in next month’s edition,  says Club Chairman, Arthur Blackman 
 

  Helpers always welcome.   Anyone who would like to play, or help in other ways, i.e.  

  Teas, umpiring etc. please contact the Club Captain, Mark Burton (07722 752465) 
 

Colts Coaching sessions for 7 years old to 15 years old are as follows: 

Saturday Mornings (10am – 12Noon) to 19 July for Under 9s and Under 11s.   

Monday Evenings (6.30 – 8pm) to 21July for Under 13s & 15s  
 

The age groups are run by the following managers: 

Under 15s Team Manager: Angus Stovold (07768 721204) 

Under 13s Team Manager: Richard Lott (07966 234545) 

Under 11s Team Manager: Andrew Williamson. (awill1101@aol.com) 

Under 9s Team Manager: James Willoughby (07973 698022) 
 

Colts Coaching & Team Manager(s) & Volunteers for all colts groups. 

If you can help in any way, or need to contact a Team Manager, please call, Caroline Tristem (01428 685455). The 

season runs from mid April through to end July and generally involves a training each Saturday morning or a week 

day evening and there will be matches at the weekend either on a Friday night or Sunday morning. 
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A dislike for developersA dislike for developersA dislike for developersA dislike for developers    

Magpie digs in at property developers, and relates  

a strangely true example of justice stretching the imagination.   

A 
s you perhaps have noticed of late, I have been 

having a bit of a dig at the property developers 

(for whom I am developing myself an intense 

dislike). Here’s more fuel to the fire, and I quote:  

  

“Last autumn we were delighted to note that a 

High Court judge had quashed Surrey Council’s plan-

ning permission to allow the county’s 194th golf club 

to be built in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in 

the Green Belt near Leatherhead.  

“Mr Justice Haddon-Cave found that the coun-

cil’s decision to grant planning permission was per-

verse and that the council had ‘at best paid lip-service 

to the Green Belt policy but did not apply it’.  

 “The developer, Longshot Ltd (controlled by 

chocolate heir Joel Cadbury), had argued that their golf 

course was ‘needed’ (a requirement for all develop-

ments in the Green Belt) because their  potential cus-

tomers wanted it. But the judge said: ‘The fact that 

Longshot could sell membership debentures to 400 

millionaires in the UK and abroad who might want to 

play golf at their own exclusive, “world class” luxury 

golf club in Surrey does not equate to a “need” for such 

facilities in its proper public interest sense.’   

“So far so good – but the developer and the 

council appealed against this decision, and this May 

the Court of Appeal shocked conservationists by over-

turning the High Court ruling. The appeal court de-

cided that ‘need’ does not have to relate to the local 

public interest: ‘I see no reason in principle why a 

planning policy should not lay down a requirement of 

need which is capable of being met by a private de-

mand for the facility in question, including a demand 

that arises outside the local community or area, as in 

the case of an elite facility catering for a national or 

even global market,’ said Lord Justice Richards.  

“So if a bunch of oligarchs want something – 

from now on that means there is a need for it. Simple.   

“The appeal court also decided that local plan-

ning authorities could make politically based decisions 

which fly in the face of expert opinion and public con-

sultation. The local objectors are now taking their case 

to the Supreme Court, but unless they are successful, 

the Court of Appeal decision stands as law.   

“England’s exemplary planning system, which 

has for decades struck a delicate yet fair balance be-

tween development and conservation, may as well be 

put out to grass. While there is still grass left, that is”. 

S ummertime, and the livin' is easy . . .goes the  
old song. But, with the summer coming up and 

a football World Cup, the livin’ may be noisy, too, 
writes PCSO Dave BoxallPCSO Dave BoxallPCSO Dave BoxallPCSO Dave Boxall, one half of Hambledon’s 
community police teal. Certainly, there will be an 
increase in calls regarding neighbours’ disagree-
ments over noise. There are several reasons for 
this, but the two main factors are: 
1. as it is hot, people open their windows and hear 
more than they did when the windows were shut. 
2.  people use their gardens and so more noise is 
made outside than during the winter. 
Please bear in mind before calling us that the vast 
majority of neighbour annoyances are not police 
issues. So, before calling the police, please ask 
yourself: 
Have you spoken to your neighbours about the is-
sue? Try it, nicely – they may apologise and stop 
whatever they’re doing if they feel they are being 
unreasonable. 
Is this a police issue? If it is smell or noise-related, 
we will probably direct calls towards Environmental 
Health. 
       If you are going to use your garden for social 

activities, please consider: 
Letting your neighbours 
know if you are going to 
have a party so that they 
are prepared for a little 
noise – maybe even invite 
them! 

If your children play in the garden or you throw 
a party, try to keep noise levels reasonable.  

If your neighbours have young children, please 
remember that they will go to bed quite early and 
this may be why your neighbours are complaining. 

If you are having a BBQ, please use the link 
below for top safety tips from the Fire Service: 
http://www.fireservice.co.uk/safety/barbecue 

Also consider these top tips from the NHS to 
avoid food poisoning: http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/
Summerhealth/Pages/Barbecuefoodsafety.aspx 

The police will attend incidents to deal with 
disorder, a breach of the peace, threats of violence, 
the presence of illegal substances, to name but a 
few. Please try and treat your neighbours reasona-
bly and we can all look forward to a great summer 
that’s problem free. Regards, Dave.  

. . . and the livin’ is noisy 
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J 
uly 26 is the feast day of Joachim and Anne, the 

parents of Mary, the mother of Jesus. We know 

about this couple through tradition and through an 

apocryphal gospel of St James from the second century 

which describes the sadness of Anne and Joachim in 

their childlessness.  

The gospel tells how Anne sees a nest of spar-

rows in a laurel tree and cries out to God to hear her 

prayer for a child. An angel informs each of them that 

God has blessed their union and that their unborn child 

will be the mother of the Saviour. Anne becomes preg-

nant and gives birth. As the gospel expresses it: “She 

said unto the midwife, ‘What have I brought forth?’ 

And she said, ‘A female.’ And Anne said, ‘My soul is 

magnified this day’ and she called her name Mary.” 

The moment when Joachim learns of his wife’s 

pregnancy is expressed in this month’s carving from 

the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam – a wondrous little 

sculpture in oak from the 15th century by an anony-

mous artist. It is that moment in the gospel of St 

James when Anne and Joachim fall into each 

other’s arms in front of the Golden Gate in Jerusa-

lem. Joachim is embracing and kissing his wife 

with joy and with relief that, after so many years of 

childlessness, Anne is finally pregnant. The worry, 

the despair, the heartache: they all give way to 

happiness and hope for the future. The Golden 

Gate is a symbol of the gate of Paradise and, for 

the couple, the news of a babe is heaven on earth.  

 

Sculpture is tactile 
Our initial instinct is to reach out and touch such 

beauty in the carving. We want to feel the lines 

and contours of the piece, and to feel the emotions 

beneath the surface conveyed so eloquently in 

wood. In May a letter to The Times from Astrid 

Grant told how she met the sculptor, Barbara Hep-

worth, in her studio in St Ives. The sculptor urged 

her to touch a wooden carving, saying “sculpture is 

tactile”. “What do you mean?” Astrid Grant asked. 

“If I could put it into words, I would have written a 

book,” replied Barbara Hepworth.  

Rijksmuseum regulations forbid touching 

sculptures, but we can look and wonder. It is then 

we realise that these lives of love and joy in Anne 

and Joachim can touch us. The readings for the 

Eucharist on this feast capture that joy and hope. 

We have Psalm 128 praising God for the wife who 

is like a fruitful vine within the house where chil-

dren are like olive shoots around the table. And we 

have chapter 8 of St Paul’s letter to the Romans, 

where he writes: “We know that all things work to-

gether for good for those who love God.’”  

A piece of oak and the skill of a carver have 

worked together here to produce what is believed to 

have been part of an altarpiece for a church of our 

Lady. As we look and ponder, we rejoice that in the 

lives of Anne and Joachim God has shown us that he is 

faithful and has kept covenant with his people for all 

generations.  

From the time of Adam and Eve through Abra-

ham and Sarah, Anne and Joachim, Mary and Joseph, 

the marriage covenant comes to perfect fulfillment in 

the new and eternal covenant when Christ the Bride-

groom takes to his heart and life the Church, his Bride. 

As we focus on the intimate moment in the lives of 

these two holy ones in the carving, we give thanks for 

the timeless truth expressed in their fruitfulness – that 

God planned from the beginning to send his Son, born 

of a woman, to be the light and salvation for all.  

Joy at the Golden GateJoy at the Golden GateJoy at the Golden GateJoy at the Golden Gate    

This year the Rev Michael Burgess is surveying works of sacred art from 

the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. This month, an anonymous sculpture of 

Joachim and Anne 
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Puzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle Page    

Answers to all puzzles on  page 31 

Word Search 

�
 

�
 

Maze 

ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS  
  1  1  1  1 Meeting of lips (4)  
  3  3  3  3 Person easily moved to  
      tears (3-4)  
  9  9  9  9 Metalworking machine (5)  
10101010 Stage lady (7)  
12121212 Restaurant’s bill of fare (4)  
14141414 Pungent-tasting bulb (6)  
15151515 Pop group’s  
      transport man (6)  
17171717 Mythical abode of  
      the dead (4)  
19191919 Intoxicating substance (7)  
21212121 Andrew___ Webber,  
     Cats composer (5)  
22222222 Infant’s enclosure (7)  
23232323 Passed along smoothly (4)  

Crossword                                  

If you ever struggle with doubt, take 
heart:  so did one of the apostles, whose 
Feast Day is this month.  St Thomas just 
could NOT believe that the Jesus he had 

seen crucified and dead on the cross 
could ever come back to life.    

But Thomas was an honest sceptic,  
because he really wanted to know the 
truth.  Jesus could help such a man.   

And so he appeared to him and the other 
disciples.  Instead of scolding him, Jesus 

simply showed him the wounds.    
Thomas’s response was immediate:   

“My Lord and my God”  (John 20.26ff).  
Ancient legends tell how Thomas went on 
to India as a  missionary.  There are  rumours that Thomas even built a palace for a 

king’s daughter in India, and thus he is the patron saint of architects. 
  It is believed that he was martyred by a spear on 3 July, 72 AD in  Mylapore,  

near Madras.  46 ancient churches in England were dedicated to him. 

DOWN DOWN DOWN DOWN     
  1  1  1  1 Metric unit of weight (8)  
  2  2  2  2 Topically humorous (9)  
  4  4  4  4 ___ Giggs, soccer star (4)  
  5  5  5  5 Place a wager (3)  
  6  6  6  6 Soup accompaniment (5,4)  
  7  7  7  7 First name of Ghost star  
     Ms Moore (4)  
  8  8  8  8 Mounted (8)  
11111111 Loop of hair (4)  
13131313 Radio code word between  
      delta and foxtrot (4)  
16161616 ____Murs, Please Don’t  
      Let Me Go singer (4)  
18181818 Or _____, otherwise (4)  
20202020 Cattle fodder (3)  

                      July Easy                              July Easy                              July Easy                              July Easy        Sudoku                         July IntermediateIntermediateIntermediateIntermediate                      

* apologies this omitted from June  
issue, which has the solution – Ed 

JUNE intermediate * 
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Berry deliciousBerry deliciousBerry deliciousBerry delicious    

Strawberries make an English summer and for Sam Gates, the magazine’s 

cookery writer, they make this great – and indulgent – shortcake recipe 

in the South Eastin the South Eastin the South Eastin the South East    
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Strawberry shortcake sandwiches 

100 grams salted butter, chilled and cut into small cubes 

100 grams caster sugar 

200 grams plain flour 

400 grams strawberries 

300 ml whipping cream 

30 grams caster sugar 

icing sugar (for prettifying before serving – the biscuit, 

not the cook) 

Sam Gates is a writer and marketing 

consultant to the food industry. Her first 
book, Brood Food, will be published 

next year 

B 
erry season is upon us and it’s smiles all round 

at my place. When we were kids, the local 

pick-your-own farms functioned, rather 

naughtily, as a kind of all-you-can-eat buffet with a 

free parental pass and many heavenly summer week-

ends were spent wandering down their leafy lines of 

strawberry plants.  

But although it was open season on the berries, 

there was still a strict routine to the picking. First, you 

had to run around wildly hunting for perfect specimens 

and cramming the very best into your mouth, exclaim-

ing all the while how sweet they were.  

Only when tummies were full could you get 

down to business, carefully selecting the most im-

maculate specimens for purchase. Quality control in-

evitably slipped as baskets became heavier, but there 

was always a (somewhat undeserved) satisfying sense 

of achievement when your haul was presented for 

weighing at the end of the visit. The irony was that by 

the time we got home no one could face another straw-

berry for a while so the majority ended up in a preserv-

ing pan rather than on the table.  

 

Go easy on the munching 
I absolutely love homemade jam, but it seems criminal 

to boil the life out of seasonal berries. So this summer, 

go easy on the munching while you harvest, and you’ll 

have plenty of space for this amazing biscuity sand-

wich. It’s one step up from the unbeatable combo of 

fresh strawberries and cream, and it’s well worth the 

extra effort.  

Makes a delicious pudding or as a star turn on its 

own for a summer tea. Feeds 4-ish, depending on how 

many sweet-toothed guests are joining you.  

Heat the oven to 180 degrees. 
Mix the butter and sugar together until pale and 
fluffy, then gradually add the flour until you have a 
smooth dough. 
Press the dough into a lined, square 23 x 
23 baking tin and smooth down so that it is 
level and even. Prick gently all over with a 
fork and bake for 10-15 minutes until just 
golden. Gently cut in half while still in the 
tin, then leave to cool a little before gently 
turning out onto a cooling rack.  
Whip the cream into still peaks, adding the 
sugar bit by bit as you whisk. Set aside, then 
cut the strawberries into halves (or quarters 
if they are huge) 
When you are ready to eat, lay one half of 
the shortbread on a plate, then dollop the 
sweetened cream on top and cover with 
strawberry pieces. Gently place the remain-

ing shortbread on top and sieve icing sugar over the 
whole sandwich. Decorate with a few extra berries 
and enjoy every mouthful 

Don’t even think about it 
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The Friends of Chiddingfold Surgery 
 

The Chiddingfold Fete was blessed with a glorious sunny day, and the Friends’ 

Silent Auction Stall was a great attraction to many visitors who sought to place 

winning bids for the items and vouchers on display. The photo shows Chairman, 

Creighton Redman, trying out the cross-trainer.  

Fierce competitive bidding took place with the result that the day raised 

over £1,200 for the Friends. This enables the Friends’ to fund vital medical equip-

ment needed to serve the Doctors and their Staff in the diagnosis and treatment of 

patients at both Chiddingfold and Dunsfold Surgeries. It was a first class effort by 

all concerned and we thank you – both donors and bidders – for the great support 

you gave us. 

Following our popular Wine Quizzes, we will be holding a Wine Appre-

ciation evening in Chiddingfold Village Hall on Friday, 24 October. The format 

will be slightly different this year: further details later. Please make a note in your 

diaries now to give us your support on this fun occasion, Creighton Redman, .                                  

Chairman,  01483 200241    creightonthomas@btinternet.com     

http://friendsofchiddsurgery.org/ 

Ross has reason to thank everyone, and sheds light on a Christmastime song 

F 
irst I would like to thank all you lovely people 

who have been in touch over the last few 

months regarding GWJ’s problem. Jan had the 

“op” in early June, and it all went OK Now keeping 

everything crossed. So thanks again for all your mes-

sages, cards and good wishes.  

Don’t we live in a lovely village! And aren’t we 

all such lovely people! 

The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of 
creation.  

Seven swans a-swimming represented the 
sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit:  Prophecy, Serving, 
Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership and 
Mercy.  

The eight maids a-milking were the eight Beati-
tudes.  

Nine ladies dancing represented the nine fruits 
of the Holy Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kind-
ness, Goodness, Faithfulness Gentleness and Self 
Control:  

The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Com-
mandments; 

The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven 
faithful disciples;   

The twelve drummers drumming symbolized 
the twelve points of belief in the Apostles Creed.  
So there is your history for today. This was shared 
with me and I found it interesting and enlightening.  

I f you have ever watched the Chiddingfold Tipteer-ers, you will know that we sing “The Twelve Days 
of Christmas”. 

Today I found out.    From 1558 until l829, 
Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to 
practise their faith openly: Someone during that era 
wrote this as a catechism song for young Catholics. 
It has two levels of meaning: the surface meaning 
plus a hidden meaning known only to the members 
of their church. Each element in the song has a 
code word for a religious reality, which the children 
could remember.  

The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.  
The two turtledoves were the Old & New Testa-
ments;  
Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love;   

 The four calling-birds were the four Gospels,   
of  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John;  

The five golden rings recalled the Torah, or 
Law, the first five books of the Old Testament; 

We had someone creeping down our lane in 

Hydestile early on 16th June. Barking dogs seemed to 

have chased them off but they had entered an outhouse. 

Make sure all sheds, garages and outhouses are locked 

and perhaps alarmed, or buy a great big dog! 

Thanks to John and Elaine Graves for the poppies 

at Hydestile Crossroads, which they sowed and now 

keep watering.                                                       Ross 

Grateful thanks & mystery uncovered Grateful thanks & mystery uncovered Grateful thanks & mystery uncovered Grateful thanks & mystery uncovered     
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S 
ome pruning and deadheading won’t go amiss to 

keep the displays going and the crops coming.      
Perennials, annuals and bulbs: Plants growing 

in pots and hanging baskets depend on water we give 

them. Even if it has rained, the compost may still be 

dry as rain bounces off the leaves; check them daily 

and give them a good soak if the compost feels dry; in 

hot weather, they may need water more than once a 

day; if slow-release fertiliser has been used, the plants 

should still be receiving enough nutrients; if not, add a 

liquid feed when watering or the plants’ performance 

will quickly deteriorate; an automatic irrigation system 

with a water timer will take the hassle out of watering. 

Deadhead perennials to stop them wasting energy on 

seeds. To keep the flower border in bloom in July/

August and into the autumn, fill gaps by getting a few 

plants now; filling  gaps in spring means no blooms 

later in the season; when buying perennials think not 

only of colour, but of interesting foliage and shape; if 

lack of space,  throw out plants that fail to pull their 

weight – the best gardeners are those who face up to 

tough decisions. Plant autumn flowering bulbs, a job 

that is easy to miss, but very rewarding if you remem-

ber; plant autumn crocus, colchicum and sternbergia.  

Shrubs and trees: roses are in full bloom now 

and everywhere in garden centres; some very good 

award winning and disease resistant ones that flower 

all summer, are: Lady Marmalade (orange), which was 

the rose of the year in 2013, Lucky (pink), winner in 

2009; Absolutely Fabulous (yellow) winner in 2010; 

Moment in Time (red) 2012 winner. Keep roses going, 

deadheading to produce more blooms; with climbers 

new growth can be tied to support as near to horizontal 

as possible to encourage the plant to flower lower 

down, not overhead.  Trim hedges, such as cypress, 

hawthorn and berberis (both after flowering), box and 

laurel. Contrary to common belief, trees and shrubs 

can be pruned in summer –  removal of branches helps 

limit regrowth, as the tree rebalances its root-shoot 

ratio; as mature trees may be relatively fragile, severe 

pruning should be limited and phased over several 

years; species such as magnolia, birch, walnut and oak 

should not be pruned unless absolutely necessary and 

then only in late summer; fruiting and ornamental 

prunus are summer pruned to avoid the fungal disease, 

silver leaf.  Look after Japanese maples, grown in con-

tainers and prevent leaf scorch by keeping well wa-

tered and in a sheltered spot out of strong sunshine and 

prevailing winds.  

Veg and fruit:  Watch out for blight on the pota-

toes, which can be saved by cutting off all foliage as 

soon as blight is discovered (dark spots on leaves).  

For sweetcorn, in cooler weather when bees are less 

active, gently shake once the tassels open on the devel-

oping cobs, to help pollination and avoid half-filled 

cobs; in cooler weather, hand pollinate squash and 

courgettes by picking an open male flower (without 

tiny fruit at the base) and put into open female flowers 

to pollinate.  Veg that can still be sown are beetroot, 

calabrese, chard, dwarf beans, early carrots, summer 

salads, oriental greens for winter crops and pak choi. 

Grape vines can be pruned now, but the main pruning 

time is in the winter; just tidy up in summer to keep a 

manageable size and encourage production of a good 

crop; tie in side branches that carry grapes, to a wire 

and pinch out tips, two leaves beyond the bunch of 

grapes: side branches that have not produced fruit can 

be pinched out at five leaves from the base; side shoots 

growing off side branches, can be cut back to one leaf; 

dessert grapes are best limited to one bunch per side 

branch. Green- and black- fly weakens growth of veg 

crops, such as beans, brassicas, lettuces, tomatoes, 

peppers, aubergines and more; they can also introduce 

virus disease in crops such as courgettes; to get rid of 

them, rub off between fingers and rinse away under a 

jet of water from hose; grow companion plants next to 

them, such as poached egg flower and tagetes, to en-

courage hoverflies to feed, breed and lay eggs; their 

larvae have huge appetites for aphids as do ladybirds 

and larvae; if all fails, spray with Vitax organic 2 in 1 

Pest & Disease Control, but avoid where natural 

predators are active as it kills them too. To get rid of 

brambles, cut stems to  30cm above ground; then spray 

the cut stems with weedkiller, such as SBK brushwood 

Killer, or Bramble killer Ultra; alternatively dig up. 

Greenhouse: control red spider mite (a small 

crawling pest that feeds on plants, sucking the under-

side of leaves; females reproduce quickly in warm 

conditions, laying up to 100 eggs in three weeks; pre-

vent by maintaining high humidity, this will reduce 

egg-laying; mist regularly and damp down floors every 

morning; act immediately if symptoms are seen;  

chemical sprays are unavailable, but try organic SB 

Plant Invigorator or a biological control, Phytoseiulis 

persimilis (a predatory mite); whitefly, a tiny pest that 

eats under leaves and shoot tips, weakening growth; 

whitefly exude sap as they feed, which drips on leaves 

below attracting sooty mould; whilefly fly off if dis-

turbed, so spreading to neighbouring plants; try spray-

ing with PY Spray garden Insect Killer Concentrate or 

Vitax Organic 2 in 1 Pest & disease Control; repeat 

regularly to control hatching whitefly before they lay 

further eggs; for biological control during summer, 

introduce the predatory wasp Encarsia Formosa. 

Flowers in bloom and veg to harvestFlowers in bloom and veg to harvestFlowers in bloom and veg to harvestFlowers in bloom and veg to harvest     

in July 

The Garden 

“Summer is the time when one sheds one’s tensions with one’s clothes, and the right 

kind of day is jewelled balm for the battered spirit. A few of those days and you can  
become drunk with the belief that all’s right with the world.”  Ada Louise Huxtable   
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I 
f your house has an integral garage, or a garage 

attached to it, a great deal more useful living space 

can be obtained by converting the garage into a 

habitable room. 

Early thinking  You will probably have a clear idea 

of how you are going to use this extra room. Designing 

where the door or opening into the space is to go will 

benefit from some thought.  Do bear in mind that a car, 

or all the other things that you keep in the garage, will 

have to be stored somewhere else.  You may need ex-

tra car parking space outside. 

Windows  If there is a window into the garage, will it 

be sufficient for your purpose, or will additional win-

dows be needed to be provided. 

Planning Permission for the use of a garage as an 

additional room is not generally necessary, but Plan-

ning Permission for the change to the exterior of the 

house, because it is likely to be at the front, may very 

well require Planning Permission. 

The Walls, Roof and Floor will all have to be im-

proved to conform with the latest Building Regula-

tions. This will make  the room more comfortable.  

Building Regulations  Approval will be necessary. 

This should not present much of a problem, provided 

that the walls, roof and floor can be dealt with easily. 

Selection of Contractor  You may know of people 

who have had successful building work done, and be 

encouraged to use their contractor, but before commit-

ting yourself you should make sure that a full set of 

drawings, and a specification, are drawn up to reflect 

all the requirements of the Planning Authority and the 

Building Regulation Approval. Get your professional 

adviser to obtain competitive quotes from builders, 

who have experience of doing this sort of work. The 

work will entail exposing the ground floor rooms to 

the weather because the roof will be removed.  To 

avoid disaster, a good reliable contractor is needed.   

Peace of Mind  Appointing a professional, like a 

Chartered Building Surveyor, to oversee the project 

provides peace of mind, and will ensure you get the 

space you envisaged with the minimum of disruption. 

Modern Cars  You may want to build a new detached 

garage to house a modern car, which is probably wider 

than most cars when the original garage was built. 

From garage to living roomFrom garage to living roomFrom garage to living roomFrom garage to living room    

Here are some useful tips on converting a garage into a living room,  

by Dominic Earley, partner at Grillo LLP, Chartered Surveyors 
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Puzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle Solutions    

Crossword  Word Search    

Thomas 
Doubt 

Apostle 
Cross 
Dead 

 

Truth 
Sceptic 
Wounds 

Lord 
God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appeared 
India 

Patron 
Martyred 

Spear 
 

Mylapore 
Missionary 

Showed 
Saint 

madras 
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