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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 
 

 

Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 

                                                   simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Associate Vicar The Rev Catherine McBride 01483 421267 

 Mervil Bottom, Malthouse Lane,  

                Hambledon GU8 4HG  catherine.mcbride@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Curate  The Rev David Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road 

 Godalming GU7 1TG                   
 

Curate  The Rev James Gibson 01483 421267 

 2 South Hill,                           james.gibson@bhcgodalming.org 

 Godalming GU7 1JT  

 

Churchwarden Mrs Elizabeth Cooke 
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 Loxhill, Godalming, GU8 4BD 01483 208637  
 

Churchwarden Mrs Jacqui Rook  

 1 Hambledon Park, 

                       Hambledon, GU8 4ER              01428 684390  
 

Assistant Churchwarden Mr David Chadwick, Little Beeches, 

 14 Springhill, Elstead, 

 Godalming, GU8 6EL 01252 702268 
 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid Dr Alison Martin 

 Tillies, Munstead Heath Road 

 Godalming GU8 4AR 01483 893619 

 

Sunday Services 
 

Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,  

which is shown on page 5 
 

The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.   

Details from Catherine McBride   Tel: 01483 421267 
 

Alpha details and information from  

The Rev Catherine McBride    Tel: 01483 421267  
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact  

Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office  

Tel No: 01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm) 
 

Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued, 

contact the Church Wardens 
 

The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays 
 

The Associate Vicar is normally off duty on Fridays 

 

The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of 

Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr Chris Bergin 01428 643877);  

St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s,  

Milford (Fr Michael 01483 416880) 
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The deadline is Thursday, 21 May 
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John Hindley 
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email: jjhindley@gmail.com 
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I 
 have been asked “what is the story, vision 
and mission of Busbridge&Hambledon 
church, your Church of England church, in 

your area?”  
 It could be summed up as ‘aspiration for 

something different’ 
 There is a general election coming up. It 

may be tempting to withdraw, be cynical, see 
only failed aspirations and seek isolation or dark-
ness. This temptation is as old as time itself. The 
philosopher Plato wrote “we can easily forgive a 
child who is afraid of the dark; the real tragedy of 
life is when men are afraid of the light”. (Plato, 
c350BC). He could have been writing about our 
lives, today. Fear seems to be quite a strong cur-
rency; whether it is fear of uncertainty, losing 
control, absence of hope or vision, illness, ‘found 
out’ for who you really are, bewilderment as to 
who or what our nation is about, or just plain res-
ignation that things can be different. 

 Lots of organisations have vision and mis-
sion statements. Here’s one that I find inspira-
tional: “A world where all children grow up feel-
ing safe, loved and joyful”. It’s by a firm called 
‘Life is Good’. Their core product? They make T-
Shirts. It’s an impressive aspiration for a T-shirt 
manufacturer. 

 What if Busbridge&Hambledon Church of 
England Church had a core value, identity and 
purpose? What would it be? This question led the 
church to form a vision and mission description 
shaped around the story of who we are as a 
church. 

 It is probably pretty obvious – our story as a 
church is about Jesus Christ. That’s the easy bit. 
It is more difficult to work out what this means: is 
it a true story? Even if it is true, what does this 
mean today? How do you share such a story in a 
world that is more than slightly sceptical of relig-
ion? Is a church that has this story only for those 
who believe the story, or is the church meant to 
be there for everyone at every stage of their life? 

We see our place here as threefold. It’s a 
mission of playing our part in transforming the 
local community, loving God and making disci-
ples.  

 Transforming Community. Is about being 
and doing what the Bible calls ‘good work’. Be-
ing a Christian is, in our view, a good thing. It 
means that we as a church must do good things 
in, for and with the community. It is about asking 
what a church can do and be to help improve the 
area. If we have nothing to add then we are not a 
truly Christian family but just sitting on the hill 
serving our own ends. It’s a constant challenge 
for us: do we live what we believe? If the wider 
community thinks Busbridge&Hambledon church 
family is only interested in itself then we’ve 
failed in our mission to bring good transformation 
to the local area. 

Loving God. Is about recognising God for 
who He is. Research in recent years has found 
that many people today have absolutely no aware-
ness of mystery, awe or transcendence. It isn’t 
that people are against this. It is just that their 
world is so full of things, activity and stress that 
this space for deeper meaning has been eroded to 
nothing. Our mission is to help people seek and 
experience the presence of God. Do we get this 
right all the time? No. Busbridge&Hambledon 
church is about as perfect as a chocolate teapot. 
The important thing is that we know this, but also 
know a perfect, forgiving and incredible God. 

 Making Disciples. Is where the rubber hits 
the road. We want to be a church that is inten-
tional about helping people learn about Jesus, 
change habits to reflect this, and have a different 
view of the world and people based on active 
Christian faith. People grown into all sorts of 
shapes, sizes, personalities and mess-ups. Being a 
disciples of Jesus means we treat people as im-
portant because they are created by God rather 
than for what they can give us, do for us or help 
us achieve. We treat money not as ours, but as 
given to us by God for good works. We treat our-
selves as part of God’s beautiful creation, and 
learn to value ourselves based on this rather than 
external trappings. 

 So our mission as a church is Transforming 
Communities, Loving God and Making Disciples. 
This leads asking what the mission is about. The 
mission feeds into our overall, top line vision. 

 Rector’s Reflections – May 
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This is about our core purpose – and summed up 
in a clarity about what we aspire to here.  

Our vision is about the nature of this area. 
We believe that this nation is in great need of a 
reawakening into Christian faith. We think Go-
dalming is important in this and has a crucial part 
to play in improving Society. So, our vision is to 
bring the nation to Christ. Starting here – a story 
that is unfolding here in Busbridge&Hambledon. 
It means we play our part in the community, for 
the good of the community rather than about just 
serving our own needs; we draw attention to the 
powerful existence of God; we offer ways to 
learn about Jesus which brings change for good 
into individual lives and families. 

 So, what can we all do? Whether you are a 
Christian or not, one thing we can all do is vote. 
Voting is an exercise in expressing belief and val-
ues. By crossing one box and not crossing others 
you are revealing to yourself, in the privacy of 
that moment, not only your beliefs but also that 
which you do not stand for. The system may not 
be perfect, the people voted for are known to be 
imperfect and we, the people, are certainly far 
from perfect but if we fail to vote we are with-
drawing into darkness and that darkness is partly 
about ourselves. 

 For me, voting is partly about a vision for a 
nation that comprehends the incredible love of 
Christ. It starts here, in this area with each of us. 

CHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDAR    
May 2015May 2015May 2015May 2015    

Simon Taylor, Rector, 
Hambledon and Busbridge 

3rd May   9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
5th Sunday of Easter 10.30 am Messy Church 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

10th May   9.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 
6th Sunday of Easter 10.30 am Holy Communion 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

Thursday 14th May  7.30 pm   Churches Together Service at Godalming United Church 

Ascension Day  followed by Bring and Share Supper 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday  8.30 am to 10.00 am - Prayer Breakfast in Church Rooms 
16th May A time to meet together for prayer:  all are welcome 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

17th May   9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday after Ascension Day 10.30 am Morning Worship 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

24th May   9.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 
Pentecost 10.30 am Morning Worship 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

31st May   9.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP)  
Trinity Sunday 10.30 am Morning Worship 
  ____________________________________________________ 
  

And 7th June   9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
1st Sunday after Trinity 10.30 am All Age Family Service with baptism of James Lake 
 ____________________________________________________ 

 

Services at St. John’s, Busbridge 
 

 8.30 am 1st & 3rd Sundays Morning Prayer 
  2nd & 4th Sundays Holy Communion 
 10.00 am Every Sunday “Classic” service in Church;    
    “Contemporary” service in Busbridge Junior School;   
                                         Groups for children of all ages in various locations – turn up & ask  
 6.30 pm  Benefice Evening Worship 
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The village shop will no doubt be commenting on the 
retirement of Cyril Netley from his duties in the Post 
Office on Thursday and Friday afternoons, but the 
village would like to thank him for all that he has con-
tributed and to say just how much we have missed him 
since his departure at Easter. We look forward to get-
ting news of Cyril and his wife, Sandy, from time to 
time as we know they are friendly with village folk. 
Mind you, nothing too startling but we are always 
game for some update in the parish mag. 

 What a joy this spring has been. The daffodils, 
that gave us such a lovely show, are sadly away for 
another year. The blossom everywhere is breathtaking 
but this must surely be the year of the primrose! 

Thank you to all who gave their time and talent 
to decorate Hambledon Church over Easter. It was 
very much appreciated. 

On Easter day, baby Jasper Lewington was 
proudly carried into Hambledon Church by his older 
brother Oscar. It was a joy to observe and brought 
tears to the eyes of proud mum Amy. The Lewington 
family live at Bryony Lodge and we extend a warm 

welcome to Jasper from Hambledon friends and 
neighbours together with his parents Amy and Paul 
and brother Oscar. 

John and Jeannie Postill’s grandsons Winston 

and Alexander have recently reached their first birth-
day. What a milestone this has been! Many congratula-
tions all around! 

Two important birthdays occur this month. Joan 

Elliott reaches her 100th and Chris Gourley her 91st. 
The good wishes  of us all to these two senior citizen 
ladies. 
And finally…. The village will be wholeheartedly be-
hind the sentiment of expressing our loving sympathy 
to Mary Parker and her family on the death of a 
much-loved husband, father and grandfather.  
Hampden Parker died on Sunday 12 April, after 
many years of pain and suffering and decreasing mo-
bility. From being a very active farmer to a bedridden 
invalid is a sobering thought for anyone, but the Parker 
family met the challenge with their usual determined 
grit. Hampden and the family well deserve the rest 
from many years of inflicted pain. 

 

PARISH & PEOPLE 

S urely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history 
took place on Ascension Day.   Luke records the 

story with great poignancy:  “When Jesus had led them 
out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands - 
and blessed them.”   

 As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on 
earth, so Ascension Day completes it, with his return 
to his Father in heaven.   Jesus’ last act on earth was to 
bless his disciples.  He and they had a bond as close as 
could be:  they had just lived through three tumultuous 
years of public ministry and miracles – persecution 
and death – and resurrection!  Just as we part from our 
nearest and dearest by still looking at them with love 
and memories in our eyes, so exactly did Jesus:  
“While He was blessing them, He left them and was 
taken up into heaven.”  (Luke 24:50-1)    

He was not forsaking them, but merely going on 
ahead to a kingdom which would also be theirs one 
day:  “I am ascending to my Father and to your Father, 
to my God and your God...”  (John 20:17) 

The disciples were surely the most favoured folk 
in history.  Imagine being one of the last few people 
on earth to be face to face with Jesus, and have Him 
look on you with love.  No wonder then that Luke 
goes on:  “they worshipped Him - and returned to Je-
rusalem with great joy.  And they stayed continually at 
the temple, praising God.”    (Luke 24:52,53) 

 No wonder they praised God!  They knew they 
would see Jesus again one day!  “I am going to prepare 
a place for you... I will come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be where I am.” (John 
14:2,3)  In the meantime, Jesus had work for them to 
do: to take the Gospel to every nation on earth. 

 

Following the General Election on 7th May, there will 
be a national three-day commemoration for the 
70th anniversary of the end of the Second World 
War in Europe.    
On Saturday 9th May, communities are encouraged 
to organise street parties and at 11am churches 

and cathedrals are being asked to ring their bells, 
as they did in 1945.   Beacons will be lit from coast 
to coast, and on Sunday, 10th May, a service of 
thanksgiving will be held at Westminster Abbey,  
followed by a parade of Armed Forces personnel 
and veterans from the war.   

Join in the VE Day 70th Celebrations 

Ascension Day  
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Of planning and moreOf planning and moreOf planning and moreOf planning and more    

Many organizations reported good news at the Annual Village Assembly, 

yet there remain many challenges, of planning, of the effects of an aging 

population but also the green shoots of revival brought in by new talent 

 
Hambledon 

Parish Council 

T 
here were well over 60 people present at the 
meeting on 16 April, including several who had 
recently moved into Hambledon and whom 

other villagers were able to welcome over a glass of 
wine before the start of the formal business.   

The Assembly started with a presentation by Ian 

Motuel, principal planning officer at Waverley, on the 
pros and cons of Neighbourhood Plans.  These were 
introduced by government in 2011 to enable local 
communities to have more say in the siting and ap-
pearance of developments in their area. They are op-
tional;  they carry more weight than Parish Plans or 
Village Design Statements;  and they were already 
being produced by several Parishes adjacent to Ham-
bledon.   However, they cannot not be used to stop 
development or to promote less development than that 
set out in (in our case) the Waverley Local Plan.    

Before embarking on a Neighbourhood Plan it 
was important to ensure that enough volunteers with 
time, skills and knowledge were available to commit 
themselves for the two years or more which it nor-
mally took to produce a plan.  Costs also had to be 
considered, although some government-approved 
grants and direct consultancy support were available. 
Because Neighbourhood Plans formed part of the plan-
ning process they had to undergo examination by an 
independent inspector to ensure they conformed to 
national and local policies.  Once past the examination 
stage a Neighbourhood Plan could only be adopted if 
at least half the Parishioners who voted on it in a refer-
endum expressed themselves in favour.  

Whether or not to produce a Neighbourhood Plan 
often depended to a significant extent on the adequacy 
of existing policies in the (Waverley) Local Plan.  
Hambledon is categorised by Waverley as a rural com-
munity with very limited services;  there were no plans 
to focus any growth in the village;  the village has 
Green Belt and AONB protection;  and various parts 
of it are designated conservation areas.  

 If the Parish felt that existing policies provided 
adequate protection from development, a Neighbour-
hood Plan might not be necessary.  

In response to questions Mr Motuel clarified the 
difference between Neighbourhood Plans and Village 
Design Statements which were more concerned with 
design and character issues than with types and siting 
of development.  Nor, like Parish Plans, did they have 
any legal force.  Neighbourhood Plans could be 
amended (only by once again going through the entire 
consultation/examination/approval process) but it was 

generally expected that, once adopted, 
they should hold good for at least 10-15 
years.   
The Chairman thanked Mr Motuel for an 
extremely informative presentation which 
would help the Parish Council to consider 

the best way forward for Hambledon. 
Following approval of the minutes of the last 

Assembly there were presentations of the Chairman’s 
annual report (summarised overleaf) and the previous 
year’s audited accounts.   

A written statement from the Police reported a 
total of nine non-dwelling burglaries in the village 
during the past year, mainly from sheds,  highlighting 
the need to secure both these and their contents.   

Julie Llewelyn  then spoke on behalf of the 
Hambledon Community Fund.  This  now stood at 
over £154k, an amazing achievement for so small a 
village;  and 14 grants, totalling £12,630, had been 
made.  She thanked all donors to the fund and those 
who had identified the need for or otherwise assisted 
in the making of grants;  and she sought assistance in 
organising more village events which were essential if 
the Fund was to maintain its high profile.    

More  good  news  followed   from   Oakhurst  

Cottage with Norman Gravestock reporting on the 
major refurbishment carried out by the National Trust 
during the winter.  To make good the loss of the 
Gertrude Jekyll artefacts that had been returned to the 
Guildford Museum he appealed to everyone to keep 
their eyes open for pot hangers, rush lighters or simi-
larly appropriate pieces – such as the tinder box which 
he had found on a recent visit to Amsterdam  

Andy Falk stated that, following completion of 
the refurbishment of Almshouse No. 2, the generosity 
of individual and charitable donors had enabled the 
Trustees to obtain a bank loan to finance the refurbish-
ment of no. 1.  Work was due to be completed by the 
end of the summer and in future the Almshouses 
would be known as Russett and Bramley Cottages.  
 For the Village Shop, Tim Parker said turnover 
was up year-on-year by over 30 per cent.  Increased 
trade had necessitated a (manageable) increase in staff 
costs and volunteer recruitment continued.   Refurbish-
ment would be undertaken during the summer with the 
help of a grant from Surrey County Council and con-
version to a Community Benefit Society would give 
all shareholders a say in its management.  In conclu-
sion he thanked Jo Jazeel for the energy and enthusi-
asm she had brought to the running of the shop. 
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The Chairman’s Report 

T he Chairman welcomed everyone and paid par-
ticular thanks to Elizabeth Cable and Adam Tay-

lor-Smith, Waverley Borough Councillors for Hamble-
don, for their support.  He also thanked fellow Coun-
cillors and the Clerk for their work over the past year. 

Three major issues had preoccupied the Parish 
Council during the last 12 months.  They remained on-
going and all indicated just how emotive planning 
could be.  The first was Certificates of Lawfulness, 
introduced 20 years to give households permitted de-
velopment rights to make modest improvements and 
extensions to their homes without having to obtain 
planning permission.  Over the years various amend-
ments to the original legislation had created anomalies 
and loopholes, one becoming glaringly evident when a 
Certificate of Lawfulness was granted to turn a small 
vernacular cottage in one of the village’s conservation 
areas into a substantial five-bedroom house.  The Par-
ish Council, with the support of Waverley Borough 
Council and Jeremy Hunt MP, took this up with the 
relevant government minister and had just been in-
formed (perhaps co-incidentally) that an amendment 
had been made to close this particular loophole. 

The second was the affordable housing issues 
created by the proposed development at Orchard Farm 
and the application to build on land opposite the Merry 
Harriers.  What was at stake was the absolute need to 
provide housing – not just in Hambledon but through-
out the south east - which was not out of the financial 
reach of that huge swathe of the population on whom 
we were all reliant for essential services whilst at the 
same time preserving our rural heritage.   

Not an easy circle to square but the Parish Coun-
cil had attempted to do this in several ways.  First, it 
had commissioned a housing needs survey to ascertain 
what changes in Hambledon’s demand for affordable 
housing had occurred since the last survey was carried 
out in 2010-11.   A record 83% response revealed an 
increased requirement from five to 15 affordable rent 
or shared ownership properties. 

The Parish Council appreciated that some of 
those living adjacent to Orchard Farm worried about 
how the development, if it took place, would affect 
them.  Problems relating to drainage, traffic and ac-
cess, site layout and numbers of houses had to be tack-
led.  The Parish Council was committed to ensuring 
that, insofar as was possible, all villagers’ concerns 
were addressed by the developer, the English Rural 
Housing Association.  It held a public meeting to 
gather views and all these were passed on to ERHA.  
Once a planning application was submitted it would be 
incumbent on the Parish Council to make sure that 
what was proposed for the Orchard Farm site would be 
in the best interests of the whole village. 

The planning application to build two market and 
four affordable houses on land next door to the Merry 
Harriers’ car park had also attracted a lot of interest.  
Waverley received over 40 comments of which a third 
were in favour, mainly on the grounds that the applica-
tion would provide much-needed affordable housing.  
The main concerns of the objectors were over-
development of a small site and too little parking 
space.  Waverley’s decision was awaited.               � 
 

in the Great War which was being organised by the 
Surrey History Centre and a talk on 12 November on 
Sir William Bragg whose work was the forerunner of 
that done by Crick and Watson on DNA.  

John Tidmarsh said thanks to a share of profits 
from the fête, it was possible to commission a major 
electrical up-grade.  However, takings were down at 
the Village Hall and he appealed for more bookings.   

Catherine McBride then thanked all those who 
had kept St Peter’s Church open during Easter week.  
She encouraged use of the hearing aid clinic at the 
coffee mornings that were held on the third Tuesday of 
the month and said that a Children and Families 
worker would shortly be in post.  Highlights of her 
past year ranged from judging the dog show at the 
village fête,  participation in assemblies at St Domi-
nic’s School and regular visits to the Nursery School, 
to the Christmas Carols and Messy Church services.   

Jane Woolley spoke on behalf of the Hamble-

don Village Trust which had recently undertaken 
substantial repairs to the exterior of the Village Shop 
and Pendle Cottage and maintained its responsibility 
for the village web site.  As Paul Osborne then re-
ported, after seven years this needed to be refreshed 
and was about to be migrated to a new and more user-
friendly platform.  This would offer scope for more 
volunteers to blog or otherwise input news items, to-
gether with a subscription service and facilities for 
reciprocal feeds to Facebook pages.   

Arthur Blackman for the Cricket Club reported 
that the senior XI had come third in Division 1 of the 
Village League.  Several of the friendly XI’s matches 
had been cancelled but, of the seven played, four had 
been won.  Over 60 juniors had trained and played 
during the summer and were now signing on for the 
forthcoming season.  The loan for rebuilding the pavil-
ion had been paid off but £3k still had to be raised 
annually to cover expenses.   Matt Kiley then spoke 
about the Football Club which was now fielding four 
teams.  The first had ended the year just below mid-
table but the reserves were in line for their league title 
and would also be playing at the week-end in the Inter-
mediate Reserve Challenge League cup final.  The 
third team had finished the season mid-table, the veter-
ans were unbeaten and the Milford Pumas were now 
using the ground. 

Julie Steele reported on the Heritage Society’s 

recent and very successful AGM at which Audrey 
Monk had taken her audience on a tour of Hambledon 
from the cretaceous age to the present day.  The view 
map on the top of Hambledon Common had been in-
stalled and especial thanks were due to Stephen Dean 
for allowing use of the site, George Pitt whose firm 
had provided the plaque, the Church whose stone had 
been used for the plinth which had been built by Bob 
the builder, and the Merry Harriers’ llamas who had 
transported the refreshment for the unveiling cere-
mony.  Future plans included a contribution to Surrey 
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� The third planning issue was the new Waverley 
Local Plan and its four alternative proposals for meet-
ing housing requirements.  The Parish Council had 
commented that, in theory, Dunsfold aerodrome 
should be the preferred site for absorbing as much as 
possible of the additional housing needed over the plan 
period but that the need for a commensurate input of 
infrastructure did not appear to have been addressed.  
Eight parish councils, including Hambledon, then 
commissioned a review by transport consultants which 
concluded that Dunsfold aerodrome was unsustainable 
for any substantial housing development 

A total of 18 other planning applications were 
supported by the Parish Council and approved by 
Waverley in 2014.  Six other Certificates of Lawful-
ness for permitted development were granted. 

For the fifth year running the Parish Council 
budgeted no increase in expenditure year-on-year but 
had no indication that it would incur costs on a hous-
ing needs survey, public meetings on Orchard Farm 
and the Dunsfold aerodrome transport review.  These 
totalled just under £1,000 and were met from reserves. 

The Parish Council kept up the pressure on Scot-
tish and Southern Energy.   Trees were cut back 
around two of the three high voltage lines that feed 
into Hambledon;  the third line, crossing the Hurst to 
Roundals and continuing on to Vann Lane, was sched-
uled for cutting in 2015.  A lot of technical refurbish-
ment also took place, together with a realisation by 
SSE that people wanted real news, not platitudes, 
when they telephoned to report a power cut. 

For the second year running the Parish Council 
applied for and was granted funds under SCC’s local-
ism initiative to carry out its own programme of hedg-
ing and ditching throughout the village.  This was an 
extremely effective use of tax payers’ money:  not a 
penny was spent on administration and the entire grant 
was used to pay Colin Rapley to dig out ditches, un-
block gullies and drains and cut back hedges. 

Surrey County Council carried out another bus 
review to determine the future of subsidised rural 
routes, including the 503 through Hambledon on three 
mornings a week.  On behalf of the Parish Council 
Stewart Payne pressed for its retention as a vital means 
of transport for some of the village’s more vulnerable 
residents.  SCC’s decision was awaited. 

A joint SCC/BT project installed superfast 
broadband through most of Hambledon. The exception 
was the Hydestile area where an in-fill project had to 
be funded by residents, with the support of and a small 
grant from the Parish Council. 

Much-needed repairs were carried out at Oak-
hurst Cottage by the National Trust, with the help of a 
share of the proceedings from last year’s village fête 
and a one-off grant from the Parish Council.  The 
Trust also undertook extensive research into the his-
tory of the cottage, reflected in a new guidebook. 

The Parish Council continued its support for 
many other village groups and organisations which 
between them offer something for just about everyone 
in Hambledon. It is their enthusiasm and efforts that 
makes Hambledon so special. 

Derek Miller spoke about the Hambledon Ram-

blers who maintained their strength despite increasing 
years.  In addition to the monthly long (though never 
more than eight miles and always with a pub lunch) 
and short walks, there was now a company of strollers.   
Age had also taken its toll of the WAGs which was no 
longer run by Jan Kilsby and Julie Atkin;  instead the 
group now met once a month for tea at the Merry Har-
riers.  In her written report Jan thanked all those who 
in the past had invited the WAGs to their homes for 
delicious teas and to enjoy their beautiful gardens.  

Nicola Collett reported that 72 children were 
currently attending Hambledon Nursery School.  The 
creative development project continued and in Sep-
tember the School would become a creative hub for 

Surrey.  Its latest Ofsted inspection had judged it out-
standing in all areas and Nicola thanked its  staff,   
parents and Trustees for their support:  their passion 
was the School’s success.   

An outstanding care report had also been re-
ceived from Ofsted at St Dominic’s School and it re-
tained its accreditation by the National Autistic Soci-
ety.  As a result, Monica Fisher reported that it would 
be taking its maximum number of 100 pupils by Sep-
tember, covering a seven to 19 age range.  The sixth 
form concentrated mainly on vocational training and 
transition to independent living and a grant from 
Lloyds Bank was helping with the latter.   

Finally John Hindley, joint editor (with Philip 
Ryland) of  the Parish Magazine, thanked all con-

tributors together with Tony 
Parker (advertisements), Derek 
Miller (treasurer) and Pat Wil-
liams (distribution) and he ex-
pressed the keen hope that some 
younger people might like to 
get involved. 
As there were no question from 
the floor the Chairman then 
closed the meeting. 

The audience applauded the  The audience applauded the  The audience applauded the  The audience applauded the  
good work of the Council and good work of the Council and good work of the Council and good work of the Council and 
Village OrganizationsVillage OrganizationsVillage OrganizationsVillage Organizations    

The Chairman’s Report (continued) 
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The Duchess of Richmond’s Ball, A lecture on Friday 15th May 2015, 7 for 7.30pm 
by Professor Philip Robinson at The Clockhouse, including a two course supper  

and Licensed Bar, to commemorate 
 the bicentenary of Battle of Waterloo 18 June 1815                  

Tickets £15 each, from The Clockhouse  
Chapel Lane Milford GU8 5EZ,  01483 420668    

   

On 15 June 1815, the Duchess of Richmond organized a ball in Brussels for the 
officers of Wellington’s army and distinguished guests. It was part of Wellington’s 
psychological warfare, which always involved ‘pleasure as usual’. During the ball 
a message arrived from the Prussian commander, Prince Blucher, warning of Na-
poleon’s approach. Officers slipped away quietly from the ball to join their troops 

in Quatre Bras on 16 June and for the Battle of Waterloo two days later.  
 

 
 

Professor Robinson is a historian with a special interest in Local and Military  History. His fully illustrated talk 
lasts 30-45mins.    It recounts the Ball held by Charlotte, Duchess of Richmond, in Brussels and  the events lead-
ing to Wellington’s success at Waterloo, looking at some of the  myths and controversies that surround the battle.   

Thursday 14th May, Thursday 14th May, Thursday 14th May, Thursday 14th May, Deb Gibson will share with us her experience of saying ‘Yes’ to 
opportunities that came her way and how this resulted in her doing youth work in 
Mozambique and Bolivia – and marrying a vicar!  Deb’s alternative title for her talk: 
What do you get if you mix French, Spanish, Portuguese, English and youth work?  

Intrigued?   Come along and listen to Deb’s tales at 8pm in Busbridge Church Centre. 
Thursday 4th June, Thursday 4th June, Thursday 4th June, Thursday 4th June, another summer evening garden visit summer evening garden visit summer evening garden visit summer evening garden visit followed by a meal together.   
This year 56 Copse Avenue, in Farnham, which has a fascinating and unusual one acre 
garden originally landscaped in the late 1960s following plans of a Chelsea Flower Show 
garden. The present owners have restored many of the original features and are adding 
innovative areas of planting and interest.  The cost is £4 for the visit and optional £2.50 
for wine and nibbles.  We plan to meet there at 7pm and afterwards go for a meal, proba-
bly at The Mill, Elstead – to be confirmed closer to the time.   

We look forward to seeing you and your friends.   
Our membership fee is £18 per year and non-members £5 per evening.   
Membership covers: gifts for speakers, welcome drinks & nibbles plus tea or coffee after 
the meeting and raising funds for our chosen charity (this year Nazareth Way, promoting 
work of prison chaplaincies in Surrey, particularly the women’s prison HMP Send).        
     
For more information: please contact   Janet Harvey on 01483-423264, or Kate Kaye on 01483-415296,  or 
www.bhcgodalming.org                  (NexusNexusNexusNexus is open to all ladies, and meets in Busbridge Church Centre – Ed.) 

   Coffee Morning     Coffee Morning     Coffee Morning     Coffee Morning      
Tuesday 19th May at 11am,  

in the Church Room and the third Tuesday each month 
 

All welcome – do come    More information from Jacqui Rook 

WAGs WAGs WAGs WAGs     
  

Our next meeting will be held at The Merry Harriers Our next meeting will be held at The Merry Harriers Our next meeting will be held at The Merry Harriers Our next meeting will be held at The Merry Harriers     
on Wednesday 20th May at 3 p.m.on Wednesday 20th May at 3 p.m.on Wednesday 20th May at 3 p.m.on Wednesday 20th May at 3 p.m.    
We look forward to seeing you there.We look forward to seeing you there.We look forward to seeing you there.We look forward to seeing you there.    

What’s happening . 
. . ..in and around th

e village
What’s happening . 

. . ..in and around th
e village

What’s happening . 
. . ..in and around th

e village
What’s happening . 

. . ..in and around th
e village    
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Come along to our next  HAMBLEDON LADIES’ BREAKFASTHAMBLEDON LADIES’ BREAKFASTHAMBLEDON LADIES’ BREAKFASTHAMBLEDON LADIES’ BREAKFAST    
Saturday 23 May,  8.30am at West Surrey Golf Club, Enton  

Guest speaker: Guest Speaker:  Gail Millar  
of The Torch Trust (providing support for visually impaired people) 

 

Torch Trust is a voluntary non-

denominational Christian char-

ity which responds to the prac-

tical needs of visually impaired 

people. For more information 

please visit website 

www.torchtrust.org 

        We look forward to wel-

coming you to the West Surrey 

Golf Club where you can relax 

and chat amongst friends 

whilst having breakfast served 

to you.   Vicki Hinde       

Ladies Breakfast Team     vicki.hinde@btopenworld.com   

Dear Ladies,  We do hope that 

you can join us for our next 

Ladies Breakfast on Saturday 

23rd May.  We are delighted to 

be welcoming Gail Millar from 

the Torch Trust.    

        Gail has been the Holidays 

Leader and Manager of the 

Centre for the past seventeen 

years and together with her 

team they provide holidays 

designed especially for visually 

impaired people, both at the 

centre and world-wide. 

Tickets £8 available from Sunday 26 April,  from Sue Blackman 01428 683871,  

and the Village Shop.   Busbridge Ladies and Friends ALL WELCOME 

Magna Carta 800th anniversary : Hambledon's LiberTea at theTop   Magna Carta 800th anniversary : Hambledon's LiberTea at theTop   Magna Carta 800th anniversary : Hambledon's LiberTea at theTop   Magna Carta 800th anniversary : Hambledon's LiberTea at theTop   ––––  Sunday 14th June  Sunday 14th June  Sunday 14th June  Sunday 14th June    
    

The Parish Council has been asked by the 
Speakers Advisory Group in our Parliament to 
arrange an event in Hambledon to commemo-
rate the 800th anniversary of the signing of 
the Magna Carta and the Montfort Parlia-
ment. Communities throughout the land are 
being asked to take part in a national peal of bells at 3pm on 
Sunday 14th June Sunday 14th June Sunday 14th June Sunday 14th June after which the public are being asked to 
take a simultaneous cup of tea. 
The Parish Council are proposing that our LiberTea event will 
take the form of drinking tea together at the top of the Com-
mon at the viewpoint. All are invited, but please let me know if 

you are thinking of coming. It can be found at Hambledon's LiberTea at theTop,  liberteas.co.uk/
event/liberteas-at-the-top/  I can be contacted on 07771 633599 or by email at:   
      philipjunderwood@yahoo.co.uk.                  We hope you will join us.We hope you will join us.We hope you will join us.We hope you will join us. 

 

Our Beautiful Village Church of  St Peters will be open  
at the weekend of  Saturday 20th & 21st of  June  

bedecked with summer flowers.  
 

Come and see them, and enjoy good company and a cream tea 

 

On Wednesday 20th May at  8pm, Jack Salway will talk about   

BBC TV Gardeners’ World visit to Chiddingfold – see more on page 13 
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Hambletots! 
We are a friendly, local baby and toddler group who meet on  

Wednesday mornings in Hambledon Village Hall from 10-11.30am 

Hambletots will be running on will be running on the 6th, 13th, and 20th MayHambletots will be running on will be running on the 6th, 13th, and 20th MayHambletots will be running on will be running on the 6th, 13th, and 20th MayHambletots will be running on will be running on the 6th, 13th, and 20th May    

        We have toys for all ages, a baby area and we organise a craft activity for the older children. 

Mums, dads and carers with children are welcome along, even if they can’t make every week.  

The cost is £1 for each child under a year and £2 for each child over a year. Come and meet 

other local parents, carers and children over a cup of tea or coffee. 

   please call Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 for more information  

 

                                                                                    

      St Dominic’s School, Hambledon,  GU8 4DX 
                                            

ST DOMINIC’S SUMMER FÊTE ST DOMINIC’S SUMMER FÊTE ST DOMINIC’S SUMMER FÊTE ST DOMINIC’S SUMMER FÊTE     
Saturday 11

th
 July, on the school’s hill-top site 

  

LIVE MUSIC, FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS, STALLS, AUCTION & MUCH MORE! 

Hambledon Ladies Breakfasts 2015      
Please make a note of the dates in your diaries,  

and look out for details of  speakers in future  
editions of the Parish Magazine. Vicki Hinde 

Confirmed dates  

Saturday 18 July 
Saturday 10 October                                          

A Midsummer Evening of Classical Piano, A Midsummer Evening of Classical Piano, A Midsummer Evening of Classical Piano, A Midsummer Evening of Classical Piano, Thursday 25th June  Thursday 25th June  Thursday 25th June  Thursday 25th June      
        In the Great Hall, Loseley House, Guildford  
  Award winning pianist Emilie Capulet (www.emiliecapulet.com)  
  To include works by Gershwin, Beethoven, Chopin, Debussy & Ravel  

 

  From 6.30pm Walled Garden open for private viewing  
         7.15pm    A glass of Prosecco and Canapés  
         7.45pm    Concert 
 

                                   In aid of         
Tickets: £20 for adults, £10 for children (16yrs and under), and enquiries:  

Louise Healy  01483 898539 or email louise.healy605@btinternet.com 

Tickets and info: www.godalmingchoral.org.uk    
Record Corner, Pound Lane – Box Office (Godalming) Tel 07505 203468,  
Godalming Guildford Tourist Information Centre,  155 High Street. Tel 01483 444334  
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The Village ShopThe Village ShopThe Village ShopThe Village Shop    

Saturday 10 October                                           

Succulent curries to comeSucculent curries to comeSucculent curries to comeSucculent curries to come    

O 
nce again there is so much going on in the 
shop. This month we see the much awaited 
Rhubarb return to our plates and at the end of 

the month if we are lucky with the weather we shall 
see the first Asparagus. 

We are now stocking Chapmans fish fillets and 
fishcakes.   This well known Grimsby company pro-
vide the best quality fish products.  We are stocking 
Fish and parsley fishcakes, haddock and leek fish-
cakes, breaded cod loins and  breaded Haddock Fillets.  
Come and try them. 

On Saturday 2nd May we will be launching a 
range of fresh curry sauces.  “The Art of Curry” are 
made in Witley from old original family recipies that 
were made for the Royal Palaces. 

Having tasted them and having a 20 year history 
with Sri Lanka and southern India. I can honestly say 
these sauces are incredibly authentic.  Come on the 
2nd to taste for yourselves. 

Our Deli Counter is going from strength to 
strength.  We have an amazing array of fillings and 
fresh cut meat and fish.  Which you can buy by the tub, 
or kilo if you would rather make your sandwiches at 
home. 

Unfortunately we had no entries for last months 
calendar competition.  This month the theme is “What 

I did on a Bank Holiday”   May has two of them so 
plenty of scope for being inventive. 

Our next Curry Friday is the Friday 22nd May.  
If you would like to order a meal for two for £12.50 or 
one for £6.50 then let me know, by emailing:  
Jo.Jazeel@btinternet.com 

Don’t forget that we can take lunch orders, dry 
cleaning, shoe mending, duvet cleaning, cash back (no 
charge from the post office in hours) We have fresh 
bread and vegetables daily, we have great deli fillings, 
crisps, drinks, coffee & tea. 

We are an amazing place. Come and see. 

Jo Jazeel tirelessly introduces new ideas with her  

characteristic enthusiasm.  Calendar art entries on  

“What I did on a Bank Holiday” welcome 

More news from Jack’s Chiddingfold jungleMore news from Jack’s Chiddingfold jungleMore news from Jack’s Chiddingfold jungleMore news from Jack’s Chiddingfold jungle    
Jack Salway will talk about his Chiddingfold garden – its special microclimate enables him to grow an array 

of stunning, and huge tropical plants, and BBC Gardeners’ World visit, on Wednesday 20th May at  8pm  

L ast September, the Gardeners’ World team filmed Jack’s subtropical garden 
in Chiddingfold and it was broadcast over Easter weekend.   

  Joe Swift and the crew arrived at 8.30am and left at 6.30pm,  a very long 
time for the 6 minutes of film which was broadcast. 
 Jack will be give an illustrated talk to the Chiddingfold Horticultural So-
ciety, describing his garden and the day spent filming with Joe Swift. At Chid-
dingfold Village Hall, Coxcombe Lane, Non-members welcome for £2. 

Gardeners Gardeners Gardeners Gardeners 
World filmingWorld filmingWorld filmingWorld filming    

They scoped They scoped They scoped They scoped 
the shootingthe shootingthe shootingthe shooting    

Photos Photos Photos Photos     
Philip Underwood Philip Underwood Philip Underwood Philip Underwood     

and the BBCand the BBCand the BBCand the BBC    

Joe Swift with Joe Swift with Joe Swift with Joe Swift with 
Jack Salway  Jack Salway  Jack Salway  Jack Salway      
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Too bee or not to beeToo bee or not to beeToo bee or not to beeToo bee or not to bee    

Wayne McIntyre, Hambledon beekeeper extraordinaire, 

shares his triumphs and tribulations in the ever challenging 

spring weather, but wot no early honey? 

A 
t this time of the year I always find it’s a jug-
gle of my available time between getting the 
garden ready for Spring and getting the bees 

ready for the summer honeyflow. This year I’ve made 
a concerted effort to plant trays of seeds of bee-loving 
plants like echiums, poppies, crocosmia, achillea and 
asters (to mention a few) as well as to take cuttings 
from sedums, hebes etc. Now I’m faced with seedling 
literally climbing out of their trays for space and a 
bow-wave of planting work ahead of me but really 
looking forward to seeing the impact these plants will 
have on the buzz in our garden. 

Whilst the recent weather has shown some prom-
ise of good sunny spells, the weekends, by some mis-
fortune, have been accompanied by chilly breezes. It 
such a pity because you want to hear the hives roaring 
away on your days off but they’re no fools – why burn 
up more energy flying into a headwind than you can 
return to the hive. Simple maths!! 

The current state of play with my hives is that I 
have two weak colonies that I need to bring up to 
strength. So last weekend I managed to find a gap to 
give them all a quick examination, to see how well the 
queens were laying. One can normally see tell-tail 
signs of a failing queen by examining a frame of brood 
(egg & larva) taken from the hive and looking at the 
pattern of her egg laying, as well as whether there is an 
abnormal amount of drone (male) bees being laid. The 
typical pattern a beekeeper would like to see on any 
brood frame is: honey stores in the top left and right 
corner of the frame, with pollen stores in an arc below 
the honey and then the rest of the comb laid up com-
pletely with either eggs, larvae or sealed worker brood. 
It is amazing how the queen achieves this because 
remember, she does this all in complete darkness but 
somehow she finds and fills every empty cell with one 
egg and no torchbearer at hand to help her either! 

So my first objective was to find out whether 
these two queens were failing or whether they simply 
didn’t have enough workers in the colony to allow her 
to kick-start her rate of lay. To support a fast laying 
queen a colony needs lots of bees to keep the eggs and 
larva warm, as well as lots of young bees. Why young 
bees? Well because young worker bees have this abil-
ity to excrete bee milk from tiny glands in their heads 
which they use to fill the cells in which the newly laid 
eggs are placed. In time these eggs develop into larva 
by feeding on this rich meal of milk. Some experts say 
that it is this feeding process which dramatically re-
duces the life of a bee from an average of 3-4 months 
in winter,  when  few  larvae  are  being  fed,  to only 

6-8 weeks in summer 
when it’s all kicking off 
in the maternity ward. 

Approaching the 
first hive, my visit nearly 
took a different turn 
when I realised I had 
walked right over a large 
adder which was enjoy-
ing a midday bask in the 
sun. Seeing that it had now become the object of my 
attention it slithered off into the hedge. Fantastic to see 
such specimens about – hopefully feasting on the mice 
that wine and dine 24/7 on our chicken food. Anyway, 
I opened up the first small colony and was encouraged 
to see a small patch of nicely laid up and healthy brood 
which was great news as it showed they just needed 
extra bees. I closed the lid and walked across to my 
largest hive which has a lovely natured queen who is 
laying for England. In this chilly wind one has to be 
quick with handling frames of brood as they can suffer 
from wind chill and die in their cells. So I quickly re-
moved a full frame of brood that was about to emerge 
within the next few days and placed them in this small 
colony. It’ll be interesting to see how this frame of a 
few thousand young bees will change the dynamics of 
this colony within the next few weeks. I’ll keep you 
posted. 

The second small colony was also doing ok but 
also in need of young bees. My plan to steal a frame of 
brood from my second largest hive was put on ice as 
they didn’t turn out to be as strong as I would have 
liked so I’ll wait for a week or so before removing a 
frame. In the meantime hopefully this small colony 
can withstand the nippy overnight temperatures. 

This year I have decided against taking my bees 
to the Oil Rapeseed. It’s a great early crop that brings 
in a tremendous volume of honey over a short period 
but it brings with it other issues that have to be man-
aged like early swarming and frankly, I’ve had enough 
of that for the past three years. This year I’m going to 
focus on rearing some strong home-grown queens and 
colonies and to hopefully get a lovely crop of floral 
summer honey. So sorry folks! – no early honey from 
“Hambledon Honey” this year but hopefully there are 
beekeepers in the village and surroundings who will be 
able to meet the rising demand in the shop. 

Great news is that Helena and Nigel Hobson 
have decided to take up this rewarding hobby and are 
awaiting  the arrival of  their  first  nucleus of  bees. 
Any questions, email: artofbeeing1@gmail.com  

   of BEEing  

 The Art  
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Friends of Chiddingfold Surgery Fund State of the Art Machine 

W ith the increasing problem of bacteria 
becoming immune to antibiotics, it is 

important to prescribe antibiotics only when 
they are really needed. The QUIKREAD 
CRP is a state of the art machine that analy-
ses a blood sample to see whether the patient 
has a bacterial infection, which can be 
treated by antibiotics, or a viral infection, 
against which antibiotics are ineffective. By 
doing this analysis at the Surgery, the right 
treatment can be started immediately rather 
than delayed while a sample is sent away for analysis.  

This is another example of The Friends assisting 
in providing the medical equipment to enable diagno-
sis and treatment to be made locally. 

The Friends will be at Chid-
dingfold Fete on 14th June with 
a new theme in addition to pro-
viding their usual blood pres-
sure monitoring availability. 
This is an opportunity to sup-
port us financially, so please 

put the date in your diaries and attend to help provide 
the funds to support our aims. Creighton Redman, 
Chairman, The Friends of Chiddingfold Surgery,  
01483 200241  http://friendsofchiddsurgery.org 

Creighton Redman presents  
QUICKREAD CRP Machine to      
Dr Gwen Cameron-Blackie and 
Health Care Assistant  Cathy Chuck. 

H ambledonsurrey.co.uk has been running for seven years now.  It has 

been the template for other communities to 

copy and even cloned by the British Mu-

seum Archive project.   However it is time 

for an upgrade and a fresh look.  The origi-

nal Web Development Team, 4-5 residents 

of Hambledon with varied skills - are up-

grading the site and looking for volunteers 

for two new roles to compliment the Team: 
 

Firstly someone to create content, inter-

esting stories, news items, and photo-

graphs bringing a new set of eyes on vil-

lage life, and reflect that view in the web-

site.You don't need to be a web designer or 

computer geek – just have enthusiasm 

with a journalistic twist.   If you have used 

a WordPress website, blog or use Facebook 

then that is a bonus, but full training will 

be given on how to get those ideas onto  

the website - it is not difficult. 

 

Secondly we would like to find someone to 

take on a little more of the design and 

development of the site, as well as 

working alongside webmaster Paul Os-

borne, on the occasional tweaks and refine-

ments to the site.   This will be a Word-

Press site - the World's most popular plat-

form for blogs and websites, so we are 

confident there is someone out there that 

has built their own WordPress site and can 

help steer our new site in the right direc-

tion, help give it a creative refresh and as-

sist those residents keen to create content 

on the site. 
 

 

If either of these roles is right up your lane 

then please do contact Paul Osborne, Ham-

bledon Webmaster: PMOsb@yahoo.co.uk     

or call 07977 119935 and have a chat on 

the phone with Paul about what it entails.  

Spinning the Hambledon website of tomorrow  

 

T igger (pictured) likes to roam in the woods with 
his sister Rosie (now home), on the Nutbourne 

estate. One recent sunny Spring morning he did not 
return as is his custom, from his wandering. This may 
be due to a variety of reasons, including emerging 
bunny rabbits, young foxes or just the bluebells, he is a 
very sensory cat and enjoys the great outdoors. 
Readers are asked to look out for him in their gardens 
or outbuildings. He is micro chipped and easy to spot 
because of his apricot colour and Maria Kitt can be 
called on 07583 036 956 if he is spotted. 

Have you seen a much loved lost cat? 
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C 
rumbs! May already, so get polishing those hip 
flasks (thanks Mic) and get ready for one of 
those magical picnics in the bluebell woods, 

but don’t tell any strangers where they are, coz we 
want them to ourselves. OK so I may have slipped up 
last month…..oops!  

I am still not able to morris dance as this “lurgy” 
gradually leaves my “racked” body, so I will have a lot 
of catching up to do, and not just beer and chips, I’ll 
have you know! 

As I write this, we are in our second week of 
looking after Chico, an elderly King Charles spaniel, 
two walks a day, special diet with loads of pills and 
several tons of fun around the house! People say that 
they are a bit daft, but this one certainly isn’t, He has 
sussed out the place where we have hidden his food, 
and the other night actually managed to open the 
fridge! We got there just in time to save the cheese! 

 

Stuff in May: 
 

Beltane, 1st: 5am: Hydon Ball  
7am: Merry Harriers  
Lunch time: Red Lion, High street, Godalming  
 

1st& 4th: Hastings Green Man festival 01424 716516. 
   Jack in the Green Whistable, Kent 01227 275959. 
 

14th: Eton Wall Game, Eton College, Berks. 
 

22nd-25th: Chippenham Folk Festival 01249 657190. 
 

29th-31st: Weymouth Folk Festival 01305 860277. 
 
I nearly forgot, they tried to ban it, but it still carries 
on – Cheese Rolling, Coopers Hill, Brockworth, Glos.   
 

On the 25th. They tried to ban the Britannia Coco-nut 
Dancers from Bacup, but they were saved, sometimes 
our customs seem to have a thread, but it seems (thank 
goodness) that far more people love customs than love 
bureaucratic ****s who might sweep them away! 
 

Wassail!      Ross 
 

By the way, May is national “hug a morris dancer” 
month. What do you mean, I made it up! 

Ross revels in May frivolities Ross revels in May frivolities Ross revels in May frivolities Ross revels in May frivolities     

It must be time to dance for some, around the Maypole and 

more, but what about that pong? Don’t we all love a morris 

dancer with hip flasks on both legs as well as bells 

GrandchildrenGrandchildrenGrandchildrenGrandchildren:   If I had known how wonderful it 
would be to have grandchildren, I'd have had them 
first. – L Wyse  
 

NightNightNightNight----time     time     time     time     How come it takes so little time for a 
child who is afraid of the dark, to become a teen-
ager who wants to stay out all night? 
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I 
t  really  is  only  April  murmurs Earthworm,      
to no one in particular. as we go to press.         
 

Temperatures still soaring as the sun beams down 
from a cloudless sky although there have been nightly 
light frosts, a pretty sight for early risers when spiders’ 
webs gleam with dew drops and garden plants that 
manage to hold globules of water in their upturned 
leaves look as if they are holding crystals. It really 
seems that May has already arrived. But it is a danger-
ous time in the garden as saps rise in the stalks only 
for the plant to be struck down if hit by a hard frost, 
not unknown in early May.  
 

Have the hedgerows ever looked so pretty asks 
Earthworm? There is a mass of primroses, indeed 
some were in flower even before winter seemed over, 
and they seem immune to the frost. There are violets, 
wood anemones, those delicate white stars that flour-
ish even in shade, and on the woody banks the first 
hint of the blue of bluebells, well ahead of their usual 
flowering time. 

Spring seems to be merging already in to sum-
mer. The butterflies have emerged. Those that some-
how found a cosy chink to hibernate in, the Peacocks 
and  Red Admirals, have ventured out and the newly 
hatched yellow Brimstones and Orange Tip seem to be 
in plenty, though the latter likes to feed on milk weed 
and there is not much yet in flower. Presumably it 
finds another source of food thinks Earthworm. Before 
one can blink the Cabbage Whites will be about too. 

The birds are already feeding young. Earthworm 
is broken-hearted to find a pair of tiny turquoise and 
speckled eggs broken on the ground, no doubt victim 
to some thieving magpie or jay. It is hard to identify 
eggs now because the bird books which used to both 
picture and describe the eggs mostly no longer do, a 
deterrent to human egg thieves Earthworm supposes. 

 The buzzards are wheeling and mewing in the 
skies and the lambs are now gambolling in the fields, 
climbing playfully on to their tolerant mothers’ backs 
or just lying in the grass enjoying the Spring warmth 
which is what we should all be doing while it lasts! 

Celebrating springtime Celebrating springtime Celebrating springtime Celebrating springtime     

Earthworm clearly has not heeded his grandmother, “Ne'er cast a clout till May be out”, 

and cast off the latest compost heap warmth to wander the fluorescent lanes 

Primrose and bird songPrimrose and bird songPrimrose and bird songPrimrose and bird song    

Rog reports on an idyllic walk through the rolling West Sussex countryside 

Next Walk:    Tuesday 12 MayNext Walk:    Tuesday 12 MayNext Walk:    Tuesday 12 MayNext Walk:    Tuesday 12 May    
Meet at the Village Hall at 9am 
Leaders: The three Graces 

Pub lunch.   
 

Short  Walk:  Tuesday Short  Walk:  Tuesday Short  Walk:  Tuesday Short  Walk:  Tuesday 26 May26 May26 May26 May    
Meet at the Village Hall at 2pm  

Further details from  
Derek Miller Tel: 01428 684362  

O 
n Tuesday 14th April a small group of Ham-
bledon Ramblers enjoyed a perfect spring 
walk in the West Sussex countryside on the 

warmest day of the year.  
The route, taken from the Haslemere and Go-

dalming Ramblers book, was excellently led by Sue 
and Tony,  beginning  and ending  at  Northchapel   
Village Hall. The walk took us through woodlands full 
of primroses, anemones, and early colour of bluebells. 

There were song birds in trees and hedgerows and 
fields with plenty of opportunities for Toby the dog to 
scatter pheasants and other wildlife. We made our way 
via the unusual Victorian Ebernoe church, which is 
where our coffee stop photo is taken.  

        The morning was rounded off with a late 
pub lunch in the garden of the Half Moon, North-
chapel – the one with the red tractor outside.  

       Pictured from left to right outside Ebernoe 
Church are: Toby the dog, Tony, Sheila, Sue, Jane, 
Helena & Alison. Rog is missing as he was taking the 
picture. 
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O 
ne remarkable event fell in this period (1937).  
This was a cricket match, arranged by Eric 
Parker, between the two Hambledons, ours 

and the Hampshire village famous for its supremacy in 
the 18th Century.  Unhappily I was not well enough to 
play, but my Grandparents’ chauffeur Monk drove me 
over to the Hampshire Hambledon to watch.  It was a 
struggle worthy of the pen of Homer, and was featured 
in the national press.  I wrote a full account in my di-
ary, and give only the highlights here.  The Hampshire 
team reached 143 for 4, but were bundled out after tea 
for 166.  Surrey began badly, made a partial recovery, 
then collapsed; we were 80 for 7 and, after a brave 
little stand, 104 for 8 with Eric Parker junior, a power-
ful left-hander, going strong.  At this point our captain, 
Sid Marsh, with a rare stroke of genius, promoted Bert 
Jeffery, number 11 on the card, to number 10 and told 
him to block up one end.  He did, while Eric hit the 
bowling all over the field.  A bus-load of our support-
ers had supplied themselves with a nine-gallon barrel 
of beer, and it became evident that the content had 
reached its appropriate destination, for they applauded 
every run and gave copious (and sometimes unprint-
able) advice to each batsman between the overs.  At 
138 Eric was bowled for a gallant 64.  Amid awful 
silence the last man, Fred Edwards, a fast bowler, went 
in, while Bert’s old father invoked the aid of heaven 
and it was found that the ladies were absent-mindedly 
frequenting the gentlemen’s lavatory, sending the gen-
tlemen into the ladies’.  Fred, who had a good eye, 
played the natural fast bowler’s game and hit out at 
everything.  The bowlers and fielders panicked and 
began to drop catches.  Amid the wildest excitement 
160 went up, and it was announced that the ladies’ 
lavatory had gone irretrievably out of order.   

The last over was called; the bowler rearranged 
his field and bowled a fast bouncer.  Fred hooked it 
over the pavilion for 6, tried to do the same with the 

next ball, which was pitched further up, and was com-
prehensively bowled.  The match was adjudged a tie, 
though the scorers were so confused by the excitement 
that they announced three different results in ten min-
utes.  Bert, who had obeyed instructions and defended 
doggedly while 62 runs were scored, seldom hitting 
the ball more than five yards, was left not out 1. 

 During the summer of 1940, the first year of the 
war, I played for the village in a number of matches.  I 
remember two games in particular, both for my per-
sonal part in them and for their links with national 
events.  On 15th June we played Chiddingfold away. 

 This was a few days after the evacuation at Dun-
kirk.  As we got on a bus at Lane End I remember Bert 
Jeffery saying: “France has packed up!”  It was a mar-
vellous match.  Chiddingfold batted first and were 
bowled out for 75, Bert taking seven for thirty-one.  
One of the Chiddingfold players, Soapy Gill (his real 
name was William) used to play for Hambledon but 
had moved down the road.  He was a left-hander, and a 
tremendous hitter.  He took up an aggressive stance 
and smote what ought to have been a six, except that 
the ball shot straight upwards, to an appalling height, 
and I was underneath it.  The Chiddingfold players 
tried to put me off, shouting “He’ll never catch that!” 
but I did catch it, to my great satisfaction.  I had one of 
my better matches with the bat too, scoring 31 and 
hitting a six (a rare event).   

 On 25th August, at the height of the Battle of 
Britain, we played Merrow away. While Hambledon 
were fielding an air battle broke out high above us – 
we could hear machine-gun fire but could see little, 
apart from vapour trails.  At this point the Merrow 
captain came out and said to Sid Marsh, “Don’t you 
think we should stop?”  Sid replied, “B***er that, 
we’re playing cricket!” and we carried on.  At the 
same time a little man emerged from behind the pavil-
ion and manned an anti-aircraft gun, which we didn’t 
know was there.  It did not fire, I think.  

  

This was another thrilling match and again I did 
well with the bat.  These were two of my best matches. 

Winton Dean’s Hambledon Cricket Part 3Winton Dean’s Hambledon Cricket Part 3Winton Dean’s Hambledon Cricket Part 3Winton Dean’s Hambledon Cricket Part 3    

Thanks to Stephen Dean, more epic matches in the 

words of Winton Dean, including two of his best 

early on in WWII. 

The Hambledon team v. Rotherhithe, August 1934. Standing    
L to R : W. Dean, W. Gill,  E. Jeffery, J. Probert, F. Edwards,  
L. Mean, J. Edwards, V. Jeffery, C. Boxall (Umpire). Sitting: 

 T. Hammond, S. Marsh, T. Jeffery, A. Jeffery & Tiger (Mascot).  

Bank Holiday 1935:  Dancing on the Green after the match.  
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S 
enior Fixtures: The first Friendly Game was 
played on Sun 12 April at home against Grays-
wood, ending with a good win for Grayswood.  

They batted first and scored 222 runs, Hambledon 
were bowled out for 96. 
The first league game will be on Sun 10  May away, 
against Loxwood. The second Friendly game will be 
on Sunday 19 April at home against Uplands.  
 

Anyone who would like to play, or help in other ways, 
i.e. Teas, umpiring etc. please contact the captains.  
 

Juniors: Junior coaching sessions have started this 
year for ages from 7 years to 15 years. 
The coaching sessions are as follows: 
Under 9s & Under 11s Saturday Mornings (10–12) 

11 April - 18 July  

Under 13s & 15s Monday Evenings (6– 8)  

13 April - 20 July  

Signing-on and Practice will be on the cricket green on 
Saturdays for the U9s and U11s and on Monday nights 
for U13s and 15s.   
The age groups are run by the Team Managers: 
Under 15s Angus Stovold (07768 721204) 
Under 13s Richard Lott (07966 234545) 

Under 11s James Willoughby (07973 698022) 

Under  9s Andrew Williamson. (07803 582409) 
We also need more Volunteers for all Juniors groups. 
If you can help in any way, contact a Team Manager 
or email: Caroline Tristem on tristem@btinternet.com.  
      The season runs from mid April through to end 
July and generally involves, training each Saturday 

morning or a Monday evening and there will also be 
matches at weekends either on a Friday night or Sun-
day morning. 

Training for helpers will be given via the Club 
Coaches/Managers under the Surrey CC guidance etc.  
 

The cricket season has just started and we are keen to 
welcome new players of all ages to the club, so please 
mention it to friends at school and encourage them to 
come along. Dads, why not join the Senior part of the 
club with a League XI playing in the local Village 
League. The League is very friendly but competitive. 
Also, don’t forget we have also have a Friendly XI 
playing during the season. So, if you fancy turning out, 
please don’t hesitate to contact our Club or Friendly 
Captain. 
 

Fund Raising: We will be running the “The 200 
Club” again in 2015, and we hope all those who took 
part in last year’s, 4 monthly draws, will choose to 
participate again. Please contact us if you are inter-
ested or require further information. 
 

Website:  We have set up a new web site which will 
cover club information, events & match results. 
Please visit: www.pitchero.com/hambledonccsurrey 
 

Should you require any information about the club, 
please call the Club Captain, Mark Burton (07722 
752465); Friendly Captain, Peter Woolley, (07800 
596193); Secretary, Bruce Sleep (01428 684457), or 
our President, Mic. Coleman, (01428 682977). 
  

Arthur Blackman, Chairman 

Calling all playersCalling all playersCalling all playersCalling all players    

Arthur Blackman, Club Chairman,  says “The cricket season has just 

started and we are keen to welcome new players of all ages to the club”  Hambledon Cricket Club  
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I 
n last month’s Parish Magazine, Hambledon Par-
ish Council (HPC) provided their summary of the 
recent Surrey Community Action (SCA) Housing 

Needs Survey. We have read the full SCA report and 
do not believe that the HPC summary gives a complete 
picture. 

 We have summarised our findings in the follow-
ing paragraphs. 

The 83 percent return rate for the SCA survey 
(compared with 10-35 percent country-wide) is re-
markable, and reflects the high level of interest and 
concern about potential housing development in the 
Parish. In Part 1 of the survey over 96 per cent of re-
spondents (253 or more out of a total 261) answered 
all 5 of the routine questions, but the key question, 
Question 6 of the SCA report, ‘Do you believe a small 
number of new homes in the Parish would provide any 
of the following benefits?’, was answered by only 36 
percent (93 respondents). The high proportion reported 
by SCA and HPC to be apparently agreeing with the 
potential benefits listed in the questionnaire has only 
been arrived at by ignoring the 168 respondents (64 
percent) who didn’t tick any box! If these are included, 
we have a major reduction in levels of agreement (i.e. 
36 percent of the SCA percentages quoted in the HPC 
article) and the underlying reality becomes clear:    

 

This shows that well under one-third of the over-
all number of households which took part in the survey 
acknowledged that ‘a small number of new homes’ 
would yield any benefits. It would be quite wrong to 
‘gross-up’ this small minority and maintain that it 
represents the Parish community as a whole. It clearly 
doesn’t. 

 

Why is the level so low? Many may have been 
inhibited by concerns about the appropriateness and 
design of the questionnaire – there were no questions, 
for instance, that allowed respondents to indicate a 
preference for one (or more) small-scale developments 
(say, up to 6 homes), or opposition to any further de-
velopment, while guidance on what a ‘small number of 
new homes’ might mean was not exactly encouraging 

as it suggested it might be up to 15 – hardly ‘small’ in 
the context of our rural community.  

HPC did, however, confirm that narrative com-
ments accompanying our survey returns would be wel-
come and they have been included, right at the end of 
the SCA report, as ‘Appendix Two – Additional Com-
ments’. But this is simply a raw list that has not been 
analysed or referred to in the text and thus fails to 
make the impact it could have. SCA, with its access to 
the original survey returns, would have been best posi-
tioned to provide this analysis, but in its absence we 
have attempted to fill the vacuum with the following 
summary. In total 31 households submitted comments. 
Without the context of the returned questionnaires, 
interpretation is required here and there but, broadly 
speaking, 7 (23 percent) were ‘For’ housing develop-
ment as defined in the survey questionnaire and associ-
ated clarification, 22 (71 percent) were ‘Against’ and 2 
(6 percent) were ‘Neutral’. The main reasons for being 
‘Against’ were; impairment of the Greenbelt/AONB/
environment; individual development(s) to be six 
homes or less; Affordable Housing not sustainable for 
Hambledon; inadequate infrastructure; uncertain/
unproven demand for Affordable Housing in the Par-
ish. 

On this last point, SCA estimated Hambledon’s 
needs to be 15 Affordable and 4 Open Market homes, 
while noting that the actual need may be lower by the 
time units become available due to having been met 
elsewhere, needs having changed, or applicants having 
proved ineligible for Affordable Housing. SCA notes 
that the total number of homes, if any are to be built, 
should therefore reflect 1) the need identified in the 
survey (as above), 2) the level of need recorded on 
Waverley Borough Council’s housing register, cur-
rently 5, and 3) the number of homes deemed appro-
priate to build in the Parish. This formulation has re-
cently become the standard mantra in SCA’s housing 
needs surveys, but previously a rather simpler and 
more transparent formula was used: ‘As a general 

guideline, local needs schemes tend to cater for 

around one-third or one-half of the need identified 

– so as to ensure there are sufficient local people to 

fill the homes.’ (e.g. Send Housing Needs Survey, 
October 2013). There seems no reason, so far as the 
Parish is concerned, to depart from this prudent advice, 
based as it is on practical experience. If it is followed, 
we would need a development not of 15, but just 5-8 
Affordable Homes, a number that we think is likely to 
be much more acceptable to our community. 

Contesting resultsContesting resultsContesting resultsContesting results    of the housingof the housingof the housingof the housing    surveysurveysurveysurvey        

David Hall, David Purnell and Richard Young challenge the findings of the recent housing needs survey 

claiming the reality can be revealed 

    Percentage of Respondents 
                                                  HPC Summary        Reality                                                                                                                                       
•  Meeting housing needs of local people  86  31 
•  Maintaining mixed households balance  67  24 

•  Supporting the village shop, pub etc    59  21 
•  Helping local employers recruit/retain staff    54  19 

•  Maintaining local services     53  19 
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T 
he Dons Reserves clinched promotion to the 
Surrey Intermediate Premier Reserve division 
and now have their sights set upon silverware 

and a ‘double’. They drew away to Knaphill 2-2 after 
leading 2-0 and missing a penalty; Scott Fitzsimmons 
scored a contender for goal of the season. 

Next up was a dress rehearsal of the League Cup 
Final – a local derby against Godalming & Farncombe, 
who still had slight hopes of promotion. The visitors 
set the tone of the game early on with some very tough 
tackling. The Dons kept their heads and weren’t inti-
mated, then took the lead after Scott Fitzsimmons fin-
ished well under the keeper when put through.  

Scott was then forced off shortly after half time 
with a hamstring, making him a major doubt for the 
cup final. Tony Diaz made sure of the points with an 
excellent finish after bringing the ball down on a six 
pence and slotting home. 

The Reserves then faced another local derby 
against Milford and Witley as they looked to put pres-
sure on Laleham Reserves who could not afford to 
drop any points if they were to stop the Dons claiming 
the Division title. In the event, the Dons put up a fan-
tastic performance, running out 3-0 victors with Myles 
Golden-Oliver in sparkling form helping himself to 
two goals with Chris Diaz scoring the other . That vic-
tory confirmed promotion. 

Midweek football then came to Badger Park as 
the Dons welcomed basement boys Shalford. This 
game had been scheduled for February, but the visitors 
could not field a team. In sweltering conditions, the 
Dons got off to an excellent start when Myles Golden-
Oliver was through down the wing. The keeper made a 
good save, but Jack Williams made no mistake volley-
ing the rebound in. 

This looked to open the flood gates as the Dons 
attacked in waves, but they had left their shooting 

boots at home. 
Eventually Jack 
added a second to 
s e t t l e  s o m e 
nerves. However, 
Shalford had other 
ideas of this being 
a  o n e - s i d e d 
match. Just before 
half time a long 
ball over the top 
caught the de-
fence out and 
t he i r  s t r i k e r 

lobbed the ball over the on rushing Gareth. The second 
half followed the same vein, with the Dons guilty of 
missing a host of chances. As the game entered a 
nervy final 10 minutes the Dons finally made sure, 
with Jack Williams completing this hat-trick.  

Then Myles finally got on the score sheet, head-
ing home a Callum Grealis flick from Adam Apple-
ton’s long throw. With a cup final to come and two 
more league games, the Dons will be hoping to add at 
least one trophy to the promotion already secured. 

The First team ended a disappointing season with 
a 3-3 draw at home to Old Salesians and a disappoint-
ing 2-1 defeat to Ockham where the Dons took the 
lead when Kuda scored his 20th goal of the season. 
They were in complete control of the game, but it was 
turned on its head in a 10-minute spell.  

 

Clash of heads 

First John Higgins was forced off after a clash of heads 
with Jack Field just before half time left him with a 
badly cut eye. Things got worse when, just after half 
time, Jack Field was sent off for pulling back the Ock-
ham striker. It was a harsh red card as there was no 
clear goal-scoring opportunity.  

The Dons then had a glorious chance to double 
their lead when Kuda squared the ball to Stu Cook for 
a tap in. But the ball bounced over his foot after a hor-
rible bobble on what is probably the worse pitch in the 
league. 

Ockham had the equalizer when Paul Wicks 
gave the ball away in midfield and they broke to finish 
well. The game looked to be heading for a draw when 
their striker mishit a cross in the 89th minute and the 
ball sailed straight in from the touch line. 

The ‘A’ team finished their season with a 2-2 
draw at home to Shalford Social with goals from 
Daniel Pateman – fresh from getting married the day 
before – and Callum Thetfore. They have finished a 
very creditable mid table after coming bottom of the 
league last year, with Steve Jay and Matt Phillips do-
ing a cracking job. 

Can anyone stop Hambledon Veterans – still 
unbeaten after a 9-0 win over Cranleigh. Martin 
Cosser scored the pick of the bunch with a goal so 
good he tried to watch it back on the CCTV footage at 
Badger Park.  They followed this with a 2-0 fine over 
Haslemere, with Cosser (again) and Stuart Parker on 
the score sheet. With only two games left – can they 
go the season unbeaten? The only blot on their season 
was a 2-2 draw away to Stoke Park Rangers in mon-
soon conditions.                           Come On You Dons.  

Promoted; now double awaitsPromoted; now double awaitsPromoted; now double awaitsPromoted; now double awaits    

Not much to say about Hambledon’s first team, whose season has finished poorly. 

But, for the reserves, promotion has been clinched and the team could yet win two 

trophies, as club secretary Matt Kiley explains 

Hat-trick hero Jack Williams 
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Word Search 

Puzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle Page    

Sudoku   
    

Easy        Easy        Easy        Easy                                           IntermediateIntermediateIntermediateIntermediate                      

Crossword                                  

ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS     
  2  2  2  2 Chose carefully (7)  
  7  7  7  7 Protest march (4)  
  8  8  8  8 Touching ___, 1990s TV   
    police drama series starring   
    Robson Green (4)  
  9  9  9  9 Blank card without  
      a message (7)  
10101010 Heating surface (3)  
12121212 Poetic name for Ireland (4)  
15151515 Israeli city and port (4)  
17171717 Uncorrupted (4)  
18181818 Impossible (2,2)  
20202020 Pockmark (3)  
22222222 Fastened with metal links (7)  
24242424 Courageous person (4)  
25252525 Decorated with sugar (4)  
26262626 Riled (7)  
    

DOWN DOWN DOWN DOWN     
  1  1  1  1 Rock bottom (4)  
  2  2  2  2 Swept the board (3)  
  3  3  3  3 Predominantly (2,3,4)  
  4  4  4  4 Old coin once valued at  
      two farthings (9)  
  5  5  5  5 Frighten off (5)  
  6  6  6  6 Quality Sound reproduction (2-2)  
10101010 Female chicken (3)  
11111111 Succeed in catching (3)  
13131313 Salesperson (3)  
14141414 Hard-shelled fruit (3)  
16161616 Hot beverage (5)  
19191919 Surname linking footballer Mi-
chael and actor Clive (4)  
21212121 Mental spark (4)  
23232323 Accomplished (3)  

Maze 

This month the Church 
celebrates the Ascension 
of Jesus, the sending of 

the Holy Spirit at  
Pentecost, and the fact 
that our God is a Trinity:  

Father, Son and Holy  
Spirit.  After the Resurrec-
tion, Jesus was seen on 
the road to Emmaus, by 

the Sea of Galilee, in 
houses, etc.   

He encouraged his disci-
ples, and said that He was 

sending them to all cor-
ners of the earth, as his witnesses.  40 days after Easter,  
Jesus ascended into heaven; his work on earth was done.   

The disciples returned to Jerusalem, and on the fateful morning 
of Pentecost, there was suddenly the sound as of a mighty  

rushing wind.   Tongues of flame flickered on their heads, and 
they began to praise God in many tongues – to the astonishment 
of those who heard them. That morning the Holy Spirit came to 
indwell all those who believed in Jesus: the Church was born.  

And so we have a triune God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Answers to all puzzles on  page 35 
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T 
he garden is alive with activity, but don’t forget 
to plant the Brussels sprouts this month for 
Christmas! 

  

Perennials, annuals, bulbs: with two bank holidays 
coming up this month, it’s a great time to visit the gar-
den centre to make the most of fresh plant deliveries 
and special holiday offers. The daffodil season this 
year has been great; now is the time to give the bulbs a 
good feed as they are preparing the flowering shoots 
for next year; it’s also a chance to check on any 
clumps that have gone blind or are congested; as the 
dafs die back, they can be lifted and split into individ-
ual bulbs; when replanted, each bulb needs to be given 
enough room to develop and multiply for at least five 
years. After flowering, spring flowering climbers, such 
as clematis Montana, can be trimmed to keep them in 
check; doing it now means they have all summer to 
put on growth that will flower next year. Once the dan-
ger of frost is over (towards the end of the month), it 
will be safe to put out tender plants, such as dahlias; 
keep an eye on the forecast though, and be ready to 
cover them with fleece if there is a frost predicted. 
 

Trees and shrubs: shrubs that flower in early spring, 
such as flowering currant (ribes) and forsythia, can be 
pruned once they have finished flowering; this will 
encourage vigorous new growth that should flower 
strongly next year; as with all pruning, start with re-
moving any dead and damaged stems; then cut back all 
the finished flowering stems to a healthy bud just be-
low where the flowers stop; cut a few of the older 
stems back to their base to encourage the shrub to re-
place them with new growth. Tie in climbing roses 
regularly to their support now that they are beginning 
to grow strongly; try to pull the stems down, so they 
are tied as near to horizontal as possible as this will 
encourage the buds along the stem to break and pro-
duce flowers over the whole plant rather than just at 
the top. 
 

Veg and Fruit: rhubarb is a delicious treat at this time 
of year; keep pulling the younger stems, leaving three 
or four older ones each time; keep picking until late 
June; after that the plant needs time to recover and 
build up reserves for next year. To prevent our fruit 
from being damaged by the codling moth larvae, put 
out codling moth traps, which have a sticky sheet in-
side, to catch the male adults; this works for apple, 
pear, plum trees; there are also raspberry beetle traps 
which do the some job for raspberries. Make the last 
indoor sowings of tender veges, such as courgettes, 

runner beans and sweet corn, at the beginning of the 
month; they can be planted outdoors in late May once 
the plants have grown big enough en all danger of 
frost has passed.  Tomatoes, peppers, aubergines and 
cucumbers should be large enough to plant into their 
final spots; this can be the greenhouse borders, or into 
10 litre pots filled with compost; Use pots rather than 
growbags as the pots are easier to keep moist; to sup-
port tomatoes and cucumbers, tie string to the green-
house frame and bury the end under the root ball. Keep 
earthing up potatoes by drawing soil over the shoots as 
they grow, to keep the light out so avoiding green tu-
bers and to help to protect them against frost.  To have 
home grown sprouts ready for Christmas dinner, plant 
the young plants now 90cm apart in either direction; 
bury them deeply, so the seed leaves are on the soil, 
and firm in well – otherwise they will fall over before 
Christmas; put circles, cut out of cardboard or even 
better carpet underlay or use some of the bought ones, 
around the plants to prevent the cabbage root fly lay-
ing its eggs around the stem and then the resulting 
maggots from eating the roots of the plants. Lift and 
transplant leek seedlings to their final positions; leave 
30cm between rows and plant them 2-3cm apart for 
baby leeks, which are harvested from August onwards, 
or 15cm apart for full-sized leeks, ready from Novem-
ber onwards; to plant, dib a hole 15cm deep, drop in 
the plant and fill the hole with water. Support peas 
with traditional pea sticks or by putting up a frame-
work of twine and canes around the rows.  
 

Lawn: it’s this time of year that the lawn is beginning 
to grow in earnest; so start cutting it on a high setting 
especially as it has been quite dry lately. Cut the edges 
as this will make a big difference to the appearance. If 
there are only a few weeds then spot weeders are fine, 
but for more widespread weeds and also for problems 
with moss, use Vitax Green Up Feed and Weed + 
Mosskiller. Use Evergreen Feed and Weed Liquid or 
Wilko Feed and Weed, if moss is not a problem. As 
feeding the grass helps it to grow strongly and to out-
compete any weeds, feeding three or four times during 
spring and summer gives best results.  
 

Water butts: start thinking about collecting rain water 
from the roof of the house, shed or greenhouse. The 
Harcostar butts are very good and come in different 
sizes. For easier watering consider buying a water butt 
pump which makes it possible to connect a hose to the 
water butt. The Draper 350W 230V Submersible Wa-
ter Butt Pump with Float Switch is one of the best. 

Summer is just around the cornerSummer is just around the cornerSummer is just around the cornerSummer is just around the corner    

in May 

The Garden 

‘But I must gather knots of flowers, And buds and garlands gay, 

For I’m to be Queen o’ the May, mother, I’m to be Queen o’ the May.’ 

–  Alfred Lord Tennyson 
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Uncle Mac’s egg-and-ham cups 

CarbCarbCarbCarb----free crowd solutionfree crowd solutionfree crowd solutionfree crowd solution    

Sam Gates, the magazine’s cookery writer, serves up the perfect solution to 

feeding a hungry crowd for breakfast, especially if they’re on a carb-free 

kick – it’s all courtesy of her Uncle Mac 

Butter or oil for greasing the muffin tin 

16 thin slices of ham 

80 grams grated mature cheddar cheese or another 

strong cheese 

8 medium eggs 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

2 medium tomatoes, thinly sliced 

2 spring onions, finely chopped 

Heat oven to 200 degrees 
(180 fan oven) 
Grease eight holes in a stan-
dard size muffin tin 
Line each one with two slices 
of ham, and flatten as best 
you can. Add a teaspoon of 
grated cheese. 
Break in one egg,  season 
with salt and pepper, then 
carefully lay over a slice of 
tomato. 
Sprinkle with the chopped 
spring onions and top with the 
rest of the grated cheese. 
Cook for 10-15 minutes or 
until the eggs are set. 
Serve with lots of hot buttered 
toast (or lightly blanched spin-
ach if you're anti-carbs)  
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M 
y Uncle Mac isn’t the biggest cook in the 
family, but he has carved out a monopoly 
on breakfast, mainly because he’s so good 

at it. Drawing on an adventurous repertoire, which 
ranges from the full English through to sweet chilli 
and avo-starred Mexican extravaganzas, he always 
delivers a stunning spread. But my personal favourite 
is his take on the classic Egg and Ham cup. 

Egg and ham cups are a type of pastry-less tart, 
where the meat replaces the pastry, making them the 
go-to recipe of choice for those on a carb-free diet. 
Predictably, I’m not an ‘Atkins’ follower, but this is 
still one of my favourite breakfasts for a crowd. This 
version will feed four, but it’s easily doubled, tripled 
or quadrupled, depending on who’s around your 
kitchen table this weekend. 

 

Sam Gates’s books,  

Food for your Brood and 

The Royal Marsden  

Cancer Cookbook,  

are out now.  

Check out Sam’s website: 

www.foodforyourbrood.co.

uk 
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E 
ach year as we look at creation we see the cycle 
of the seasons. The earth comes alive in spring, 
blossoms and bears fruit in summer, gives up 

its goodness and glory in autumn, and seems to die in 
the sleep of cold winter. Each of those seasons has its 
moods and feelings which we find mirrored in the turn 
of human life.  

The joy of spring and summer go hand in hand 
with the sadness and resignation of autumn and winter 
in all that life brings us. When we look at our Lady in 
the Gospels, and this month of May is Mary’s month, 
we see that mixture of joy and sadness.  

In the Annunciation and at Christmas we share in 
the wonder and happiness of motherhood and new 
birth. A son is born, but that birth brings anxiety and 
strain. Those strange words of Simeon in the Temple, 
losing the child in Jerusalem, watching her son grow, 
only to be rejected and crucified – these experiences 
brought Mary heartache and sorrow. But her maternal 
love sustains her through it all, and Mary is with the 
disciples at the glorious moment of Pentecost. 

This range of moods in creation and in the life of 
Mary is caught up in the painting, The Madonna of the 
Meadow by Giovanni Bellini. He came from a family 
of Renaissance painters, and 
this work was created around 
1500. It now hangs in the Na-
tional Gallery in London. The 
background is full of the de-
tails of the world of nature and 
everyday life. We see some 
cows grazing and others rest-
ing. A farmer tends the live-
stock on one side of the paint-
ing, while a herdsman relaxes 
on the other. Mary in the cen-
tre is part of that creation with 
the blue of her robe like the 
sky above, while the russet 
shades beneath that blue mirror 
the earth on which she rests.  

As we look more closely, 
we can see some disturbing 
signs of “nature red in tooth 
and claw”. There is a bird to 
our left – perhaps a crane or 
egret – that is fighting with a 
snake. Above, on the top of a 
tall, thin, leafless tree there is 
another bird as black as death.  

We look at the babe sleeping in his mother’s 
arms and sense his vulnerability. Some 30 years later 
Mary will cradle her son in that same pose as his body 
is taken down from the cross: that heart-rending mo-
ment we know as the Pietà.  

 
Luminous affirmation 

The Venetian landscape is like a peaceful May after-
noon where spring is dissolving into high summer 
amid those contented signs of a clear sky and cows 
grazing. The serpent and the raven tell us that struggle 
and death can easily invade that scene. But they some-
how pale into insignificance as we ponder that lumi-
nous affirmation of new life in the mother and child 
that dominate the canvas. They proclaim life; they 
proclaim life after death. The babe sleeping in Mary’s 
arms will wake and grow through the seasons of life.  

Too soon we know his body will hang on a bar-
ren tree like the one where that bird of death perches. 
But that cycle of birth and spring leading to death and 
winter will be transformed as his risen body will walk 
into another landscape – the garden of Easter where 
the leaves never wither and the sky never darkens, for 
in that resurrection, all is life and light and life eternal. 

May May May May – the month of Mary the month of Mary the month of Mary the month of Mary    

The Rev Michael Burgess continues his look at great works of Christian art. 

This month, The Madonna of the Meadow by Giovanni Bellini 
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“E 
very day is like Sunday” wrote that master 
of misery, Morrissey. Of course, he didn’t 
have a landlord’s life in mind, Twenty 

years ago, a landlord opened his doors at 12 noon on 
Sunday and closed them at 2pm, having endured a 
frenetic two hours with all and sundry from the 
neighbourhood. He didn’t provide much in the way of 
food – a few cubes of cheddar and some peanuts on 
the bar. Everyone argued about yesterday’s football 
(which had all kicked off at 3pm in a sea of mud), did 
plenty of networking (as it would be called today) and 
left at 2:20 to go home for their Sunday roast.  

Today, Sunday accounts for 45 per cent of our 
weekly takings and it’s a surprise if we serve less than 
100 lunches. Indeed, it’s often twice that number dur-
ing the summer.  

So what of the rest of the week? I’ve written 
about Monday before – in the winter it accounts for 
1.5 per cent of our trade. Tuesday is 5.5 per cent; 
Wednesday 6 per cent; Thursday 13 per cent; Friday 
10 per cent; Saturday 20 per cent.  

I’m sure many of you notice how many pubs are 
closed on Mondays. Many in rural areas (particularly 
the Cotswolds, the south-west and Scotland where 
tourism accounts for much of the trade) are now clos-
ing for the winter altogether, as hotels do.  

Part of the problem for pubs is that turnover goes 
down and costs rise. We took more in the 30 days of 
June last year than in the 59 days of January and Feb-
ruary and we didn’t use any oil or logs and much less 
electricity. It’s pretty difficult to encourage people out 
during the week in the winter. Some people have asked 
why we stopped our Tuesday Steak Night deal. The 
answer is simple – in the last six months that we ran it, 
just six people booked!  

 
Less than 10 per cent 

One thing that makes Hambledon a desirable place to 
live is the fact that it still has a pub. That pub turns 
over five times what it did in 2007 but, from a popula-
tion of 805, we see less than 10 per cent of you regu-
larly and maybe another 10 per cent once or twice a 
year.  

Our trade comes from Witley, Chiddingfold, 
Bramley, Hascombe, Dunsfold, Godalming and Guild-
ford. At weekends (65 per cent of the week’s takings) 
there is a considerable contribution from Wandsworth, 
Wimbledon, Clapham and Kingston. These people 
travel here because apparently there is a pub with a 
good reputation for ambience, food, beer, wine and 
accommodation right on your doorstep.  

Last year, nearly 1,700 pubs closed – converted 
to housing, convenience stores or demolished. Doubt-
less some weren’t very good, but others were just too 
rural or simply not supported enough by the commu-
nity around them. A successful pub, however, provides 
employment and supports local producers and suppli-
ers – it’s symbiotic.  

I’m sure most people reading this are looking for 
the elephants in the room. So let’s talk about them. 
Elephant number one is affordable housing. I’d just 
like to make a few points:  
1. Our application wasn’t dreamt up overnight. We 
first met the Parish Clerk and ERHC separately in 
March 2014. The broad consensus was that this was a 
good idea. Something happened later that we were not 
party to.  
2. There are 32 “neighbour” objections but only 14 of 
these come from people who live in the village, includ-
ing multiple objections from some households. Of the 
11 statements supporting the application, nine live in 
the village, one is a long-serving former parish coun-
cillor who lived here for 67 years and one is from 
someone who was forced to move from the village 
when their privately-rented house was removed from 
the housing pool.  

That the National Trust should object when the 
properties they inherit carry a covenant that they be let 
to “local working men” 
yet they continually let 
them to people with no 
local connections for full 
market rent seems disin-
genuous, as do the objec-
tions from absentee land-
lords who have lived 
overseas for years but 
give their address as 
Hambledon.  
3. The Merry Harriers 
campsite is suddenly 
seen as a place of great 
beauty, particularly by 
people who haven’t visited the village in years. It is a 
field on which three ancient caravans sit rotting, sand-
wiched between a pub car park and a stagnant pond 
(that the National Trust has never bothered to main-
tain) and opposite an old coal yard that has various 
piles of building materials in it at any time. It certainly 
makes no contribution to the ‘B’ in AONB.  
4. Some people have mentioned the lack of a bus ser-
vice, although there is a bus stop right outside the pro-

Harriers, and elephants in the roomHarriers, and elephants in the roomHarriers, and elephants in the roomHarriers, and elephants in the room    

A landlord’s lot is not a happy one; or not necessarily so, as shown by this review of the past 12 months 

from Colin Stoneley, who runs Hambledon’s only pub, The Merry Harriers, with is wife, Julie 

The Merry Harriers 

campsite is 

suddenly seen as a 

thing of great 

beauty. It is a field 

on which three 

ancient caravans 

sit rotting  



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  May  2015  Page 27 

posed site. While the service is not frequent, it’s more 
to the point to ask if anyone has ever seen more than 
one person on the bus.  
5. Another point being made is that the field is often 
waterlogged. The Harriers’ car park also used to be 
waterlogged until we installed a simple land drain 
which has completely solved the problem.  
6. Car parking seems to be a big issue. There is a mis-
apprehension by some objectors that the Nursery 
School has said it will not allow us to use its car park 
as overspill any longer. What they have actually said is 
that they do not want our informal mutual arrangement 
to become binding. In fact, it would suffer far more 
than us should we choose to end that arrangement, 
particularly as its car park is not accessible in icy con-

ditions. We are very happy for that arrangement to 
continue and the recent letter to nursery mums asking 
them not to use the Harriers car park had nothing to do 
with us.  

Elephant number two is the fact that we are up 
for sale. There is a number of interested parties and we 
have two offers. One is from a small London-based 
gastro pub group; the other potential purchaser is look-
ing to open a restaurant/farm shop/deli/off-licence type 
of affair, rather like the Parrot at Forest Green. Doubt-
less there will be other offers, but we are in no hurry 
and are determined not to let the on-going negotiations 
distract us from the day-to-day. Use it or lose it 
(maybe both, but at least you’ll have something to 
remember!).  

    

Advanced Driving TestAdvanced Driving TestAdvanced Driving TestAdvanced Driving Test        
    

You are driving in a car at a constant speed. On your left hand side there is a valley and on your 
right hand side there is a fire engine travelling at the same speed as you.  
 In front of you there is a galloping pig which is the same size as your car and you cannot over-
take it. Behind you there is a helicopter flying at ground level. Both the giant pig and the helicopter 
are travelling at the same speed as you.  
 What must you do to get out of this highly dangerous situation safely ?  
 

Get off the merry-go-round  you fool!  

    
Life abundantLife abundantLife abundantLife abundant    
    
Two students from a theologi-
cal training college decided to 
spend part of their holiday in 
the countryside doing out-
reach.  They stopped at an old 
house, and proceeded up the 
path through a gauntlet of 
screaming children and a 
washing line heavy with wet 
clothes.  When they got near 
the door, the woman of the 
house stopped scrubbing the 
steps, brushed her hair and 
perspiration from her brow, 
and asked them what they 
wanted.  “We’d like to tell you 
how you can live forever,” they 
answered. 
 The exhausted woman 
hesitated for a moment, and 
then replied, “Thank you, but I 
don’t think I could stand it!” 
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J 
ust about everyone is on the Internet these days, 
but how secure are you ?, hopefully the following 
tips might help you to avoid being scammed. 

  

Cyber Crime - also referred to as internet or eCrime 

Cyber crime is when criminals exploit the speed, con-
venience and anonymity that technology offers in or-
der to commit a range of offences.   It is becoming 
increasingly serious and is estimated that it costs the 
global economy about $445 billion a year, Centre for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). 
What is ‘cyber crime?’ Police often break cyber 
crime down into two categories: 
Cyber enabled crime – traditional crimes committed 
using the internet.  e.g. theft, harrassment, fraud, iden-
tity theft, selling stolen goods, people smuggling 
Cyber dependant crime - online crimes where a digi-
tal system is the target.  These include attacks on com-
puter systems to disrupt IT infrastructures, e.g. hack-
ing and malware or malicious software programming. 
We are all vulnerable to the potential of cyber crime, 
either individually or as a company. Remember that 
80% of all cyber crime is preventable. 
 

The Law  Cyber crime is against the law under the 
Computer Misuse Act (CMA) 1990.  It may also in-
clude abusive or harassing communications under the 
Malicious Communications Act 1988 or Protection 
from Harassment Act 1997. 
How to avoid becoming a victim of cyber crime 

- Use ‘strong’ passwords, and keep your passwords 
secure. i.e. use at least 8 characters, include numbers 
and letters, both upper and lower case. 
- Update your computer security, anti-viral software 
and install a firewall. 
- Keep your operating systems updated.     
- Delete and block  SPAM or junk emails.  Be careful 
when opening attachments or using internet 
downloads. 
- Secure and encrypt wireless networks when using 
WiFi (Wireless Internet access). 
- Make sure your internet browser and any plug-ins are 
updated (e.g. Flash, Java, Silverlight) 
-  Use reputable companies when shopping online. 
- Use secure payment methods, such as PayPal or 
credit cards for online purchases. 
- Avoid scams, criminal gangs operate ‘scams’ and use 
the internet as one of the methods to defraud people 
and business.  i.e. asking for money to pay for travel, 
finance a sick relative, or winning the lottery.  
- Backup important data – like photographs, music, 
videos or documents. 

NB: If it’s too good to be true – then it probably is! 
 

Protect your identity 

Remember if you share any pictures or information 
with anyone online you will lose control of it.  In the 
simplest terms, if you do not want the world to know 
something, don't put it on the internet. 
Help and advice 

If you feel you have been a victim of cyber crime ei-
ther email 101 call 101 or contact Action Fraud 
 on 0300 123 2040. or www.actionfraud.police.uk/ 
Register your property to protect it – contact me.  
Until next month.  Dave   
Police Community Support Officer David Boxall  
Surrey Police Safer Neighbourhood Team – Milford, 
Witley, Hambledon & Brook  
 

Surrey Police 101 Ext 30086 Direct Dial: 01483630086  
Mobile: 07967 986110   Web: www.surrey.police.uk  
Fax: 01483 634860    Please note I work a shift pattern 
and it may take up to 4 days to reply to your email  For 
non-urgent notification of a minor crime you can also 
use the online crime reporting facility available 
at  www.surrey.police.uk/minorcrime 
For local news, dates of local surgeries or your next 
Police-Public panel meeting please visit 
www.surrey.police.uk/neighbourhood  
Surrey Police - With You, Making Surrey Safer  

Protecting against Cyber crime             Protecting against Cyber crime             Protecting against Cyber crime             Protecting against Cyber crime             

PCSO Dave Boxall gives some very useful tips about how 

to protect yourself from cyber crime  
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Useful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone Numbers    
 

GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES 
 

Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR 
 Tel:   Doctors 01428 682218 
  Community Nurses 01428 685249 
 Health Visitors 01428 685249 
 

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG 

 Tel:   Doctors 01483 415885 
   

 Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ 
              Tel:   Doctors 01483 414461 
                       Health Visitors & Community Nurses 01483 415564 
 

Chiddingfold – Ridgeley Road, GU8 4QP 
             Tel:    Doctors         01428 683174 
                       Community Nurses       01428 683735 
 

HOSPITALS 
 

Royal Surrey County Hospital    01483 571122 
Milford Hospital    01483 782000 
 

Equipment for short term use 
Some items only required for a short time (usually 3 months) may be borrowed. Type of 
equipment available includes bed blocks, bed cradles, back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, 
bed pans, urinals. 
Contact: British Red Cross, Equipment Loan Centre, 
              Wey Court, off Meadrow, Godalming, GU7 3JE.  Tel: 01483 429253 
              Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm 
 
 

POLICE 
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer: PC Tracey Taylor 
                                                       PCSO Dave Boxall                          01483 630086 
Email address                                                             waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk 
Urgent calls                                                                                                              999 
Non-urgent and crime reporting                                                                               101 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS 
 
Area 1 Mr Ross Kilsby Hydestile 01483 423637 
Area 2 Mr Arthur Blackman Church Lane 01428 683871 
Area 3 Miss Jane Woolley Woodlands Road 01428 684213 
Area 4 Mrs Caroline Pitt Malthouse Lane 01428 682940 
Area 5 Mr Alf Hammond Cricket Green 01428 683625 
Area 6  Mr John Tidmarsh Lane End 01428 682067 
Area 7 Mr Ion Campbell Feathercombe Lane 01483 860264 
Area 8 Mr Bryon Ware Hambledon Park 01428 289132 
 
UTILITIES 
 
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries) 0800 3169800 
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries) 0845 2780845 
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours 0800 0727282 
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours 0800 111 999  
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Chairman John Anderson 01428 682666 
 

Vice-Chairman Philip Underwood 01428 682742 
 

Councillors    
 Karen Jones 01428 681339 
 Mike Parry 01428 682303 
 Paul Pattinson 01428 682000 
 Stewart Payne 01483 425250 
 Peter Spall 01428 683555 
Clerk Jane Woolley 01428 684213 
 Email                                          j.woolley881@btinternet.com 
 

Surrey County Councillor   Mrs Victoria Young  0203 65015995 
 

Waverley Borough Councillors 
    Liz Cable                01428 682640 
    Adam Taylor-Smith                01483 555573 
 

GENERAL 
 

Borough Hall 01483 523333 
 

Cinema Borough Hall (Tickets & Information) 01483 523004 
 

Library 01483 422743 
 

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange  deliveries                          01428 682176 
 

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office                                                 01483 421267 
(see page 3 for more information) 
 

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings    01428 683588 
 

Train Information 
Times and fares for all national services      0845 7484950 
 

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without  
transport, ring 01428 682959.  If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390  
 

VETERINARY SURGEONS 
 

Milford Veterinary Surgery 
37, New Road, Milford 01483 414747 
Rivendell 
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe 01483 421833 

In an emergency, ring either number 

 
Hambledon Village Shop & Post Office 

Opening Times 
 

 Shop Post Office 

Monday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 
Tuesday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 
Wednesday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 
Thursday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 
Friday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 
Saturday 9 – 1.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Sunday 9 – 12.00 Closed Closed 

8.15 – 5.30 
8.15 – 5.30 
8.15 – 5.30 
8.15 – 5.30 
8.15 – 5.30 
8.30 – 5.00 
8.30 – 4.00 
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Puzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle Solutions    
Crossword  Word Search    

 Sudoku      
    Easy                          Intermediate 

Ascension 
Blessed 
Taken 

Jerusalem 
 

Wait 
Prayer 
Power 
One 

 

Room 
Disciples 
Tongues 
Flame 

 

Joy 
Praise 

Confusion 
Languages 

 

Earth 
Peter 
Holy 
Spirit 

 

Trinity 
Father 

Son 
Triune 


