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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 
 

 

Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 

                                                   simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Associate Vicar The Rev Catherine McBride 01483 421267 

 Mervil Bottom, Malthouse Lane,  

                Hambledon GU8 4HG  catherine.mcbride@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Curate  The Rev David Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road 

 Godalming GU7 1TG                   
 

Curate  The Rev James Gibson 01483 421267 

 2 South Hill,                           james.gibson@bhcgodalming.org 

 Godalming GU7 1JT  

 

Churchwarden Mrs Elizabeth Cooke 

 Marepond Farm, Markwick Lane 

 Loxhill, Godalming, GU8 4BD 01483 208637  
 

Churchwarden Alan Harvey 01483 423264  

 35 Maplehatch Close,  

 Godalming, GU7 1TQ 

  

Assistant Churchwarden Mr David Chadwick, Little Beeches, 

 14 Springhill, Elstead, 

 Godalming, GU8 6EL 01252 702268 
 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid Dr Alison Martin 

 Tillies, Munstead Heath Road 

 Godalming GU8 4AR 01483 893619 

 

Sunday Services 
 

Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,  

which is shown on page 5 
 

The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.   

Details from Catherine McBride   Tel: 01483 421267 
 

Alpha details and information from  

The Rev Catherine McBride    Tel: 01483 421267  
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact  

Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office  

Tel No: 01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm) 
 

Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued, 

contact the Church Wardens 
 

The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays 
 

The Associate Vicar is normally off duty on Fridays 

 

The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of 

Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr Chris Bergin 01428 643877);  

St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s,  

Milford (Fr Michael 01483 416880) 
 

 

 

TO SUBSCRIBE AND HAVE  

THE MAGAZINE DELIVERED:  £6 per year  
PLEASE CONTACT:  PAT WILLIAMS    

Telephone: 01428 682455 

 

 

Copy deadlines for the 

January 2016 magazine 
 

The deadline is Thursday, 10 December 

 

Please send your copy to 

 

Jane Woolley 

Cobblers, Woodlands Road 

Hambledon GU8 4HL 

01428 684213 

email: j.woolley881@btinternet.com 

 

Advertisers, please contact 

Derek Miller, 2 Church Lane,  

Hambledon, GU8 4DS 

01428 684362 

email: dercyn@btinternet.com 

 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  December  2015, Page 4 

O 
ne Christmas, when I was a curate in Shrewsbury, we were wondering what we could do with 

our congregations in the run up to Christmas, to start to get the message of Christmas out to  

everyone’s friends and neighbours. As we pondered, we began thinking about who it was who 

came bearing the message of that first Christmas and how they had begun to tell people about the in-

credible, world-changing event that was about to happen. We began thinking about angels! 

Now, I do apologise; but I hope you won’t mind too much if I bust one particular Christmas myth.  

Angels are not sweet little white-robed individuals, with tinsel halos, sitting on clouds and playing 

golden harps. Even though I love seeing the children dressed up like that in the Nursery School Nativity 

(too cute for words!), I have to admit it might not be the most helpful portrayal. In the Bible, an  

encounter with an angel was more likely to elicit absolute terror rather than delight. They were more 

than a little intimidating.  

 Maybe unsurprisingly, therefore, the first thing angels nearly always have to say to the people 

they appear to is, “Don’t be afraid”. To the frightened Mary, Gabriel says, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you 

have found favour with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.  

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High”. To the terrified shepherds, the angel says, 

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town 

of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” 

 It seems the Christmas message starts with “Do not be afraid”. 

 Actually, I think those words are not only meant to calm the angel’s terrified listener, I think they 

are actually part of the message too. To a dark and hurting world the message is, “Don’t be afraid,  

because God is sending his Son. Don’t be afraid, because God’s Saviour has been born – Immanuel, 

God with us - and this is good news for everyone.” 

 So, back in Shrewsbury, we decided to have some badges made with just the words, “Fear not!” 

on them. The Children’s Worker got to work with her badge-maker gizmo (apparently there are such 

things) and made some for each congregation. They went like hot cakes. Then people started coming 

back with stories of how they had got into conversations with complete strangers – at the bus stop, in the 

check-out queue, at the school gate – because someone had seen their badge and asked them what it was 

all about. Then people started coming back with stories of how they had given their badges away to   

others they’d talked to. Then the Children’s Worker had to make more badges! A lot more badges! 

 I ended up giving my badge away to a friend I visited. She and her husband were going through 

(another) round of IVF and she was finding it hard to stay positive and struggling to remain hopeful.  

As I left I gave her my badge and explained what it was about. “Fear not. Don’t be afraid. God’s with 

you.” She and her husband now have a lovely little boy. A miracle? You decide. I know what I think. 

 The world seems a particularly frightening and scary place these days: terror on the streets of 

Paris; cyber security worries; an overwhelming refugee crisis. How do we stay positive and remain 

hopeful? How do we not give in to fear? Perhaps our world desperately needs to hear the Christmas 

message again, especially in these days: “Fear not. Don’t be afraid. God is here. His Saviour, Jesus, is 

here for all people.”  Maybe our own personal circumstances leave us overwhelmed with worry, stress 

or fear. How do we stay positive and remain hopeful? Perhaps the angels’ message is particularly for us 

this Christmas, “Fear not. Don’t be afraid. God is with you. His Saviour, Jesus, is here for you.” 

  

I hope to see you at some of our services over the festive season and may Christmas be a time of joy and 

blessing for you and your friends and families. 

 

 

Vicar’s Views – December 

Catherine McBride, Associate Vicar,  
                   Hambledon and Busbridge  
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CHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDAR    
December  2015December  2015December  2015December  2015    

6th December   9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

2nd Sunday of Advent 10.30 am All Age Family Service 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 
13th December   9.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 

3rd Sunday of Advent 10.30 am Family Communion 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday 17 December 7.30 pm Carols in the Pub – at The Merry Harriers 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

20th December   9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

4th Sunday of Advent 10.30 am ‘Messy Christmas’ Family Carol Service 

   6.30 pm Carols by Candlelight 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 
Thurday 24th December   4.00 pm Crib Service 

Christmas Eve 11.00 pm Midnight Communion 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

Friday 25th December   9.00 am Traditional Christmas Communion 

Christmas Day 10.30 am Family Celebration Christmas Service 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 
27th 10.30 am Combined Benefice Service at Busbridge Church 

1st Sunday after Christmas     Please note there will be no service at Hambledon this Sunday    
     ____________________________________________________ 

 

 And in January 2016 
3rd January    9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

2nd Sunday after Christmas 10.30 am All Age Family Service 

 ___________________________________________________ 
 

Alpha – New Dates for the New Year  

 

Maybe you have questions about the Christian faith and wonder what it is all about; maybe 

your children have started asking questions about God and you’re not sure how to answer 

them; maybe you’ve been going to church for years, but still have questions you’re afraid to ask – then 

Alpha is for you! The Alpha Course is a relaxed and informal way to find out more about the Christian 

faith. Our next course will now be starting in the New Year. There will be an Introductory Dinner, 

where you can find out more about the course, on Saturday 9 January and the course will run on Tues-

day evenings at 8pm in the Busbridge Church Centre, beginning on the 12 January. To book a place con-
tact the church office on 01483 421267 or e-mail  catherine.mcbride@bhcgodalming.org 
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T 
win grandchildren arrived on 18 August to 

John and Jean Adams.  The magazine missed 

out on this momentous news at the time but we 

are delighted to welcome son Jackson and daughter 

Maya  to  parents  Mark and  Halina  and elder  sister 

Harriet. 

And, a little more up-to-date, Vicki and Rob 

Goffee have just become proud grandparents to Raff 

Reynolds.  Their daughter Hannah, husband Jamie and 

three  year-old  Noah  are  now  living happily in 

Chiddingfold.  Raff was born on 10 November in the 

Royal  Surrey County Hospital and  arrived  weighing 

8 lbs. 15 oz. 

Well done to the Adams and Goffee families and 

many congratulations. 

As this year draws to a close, may we take the 

opportunity to thank all those who contribute in many 

ways to the production of this magazine and to our 

faithful distributors.  We wish you all a very happy 

Christmas. 

 

PARISH & PEOPLE 

 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2015 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2015 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2015 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2015     
 

T 
his year’s Poppy Appeal raised £1,601.61 – a bit less than last year, but 2014 was the 

centenary of the outbreak of the first world war and a lot of media coverage resulted in 

record collections across the country.   

Hambledon can remain proud of its contribution which this year equated to about £2.50 

per person from everyone on the electoral role.  Many thanks to all of you who filled the tins, both those that came 

round during the fortnight of the house-to-house collections and the ones at Phillips Garage, the Village Shop, St 

Dominic’s School, Hambledon Nursery School,  the Merry Harriers and the Cheshire Home.   We are fortunate in 

having so many venues that are willing to support this important appeal. 

However, it is the house-to-house collectors whose persuasiveness opens so many purses.  We are grateful to 

Georgina Aylward, Ruth Canham, Mary Caroe, Sally Falk, Norman Gravestock, Elaine Graves, Steve Maycock 

and Annie and John Tidmarsh who, between them, called on houses in nearly all of the village.  But there are a few 

areas that are not now covered as some volunteers, after lengthy years of  service, have deservedly decided to put 

their feet up.   

So, come the 2016 appeal, would anyone like to volunteer to collect up Church Lane and Salt Lane?  If we 

could fill these gaps it really would be appreciated.  Anyone who might be able to fill these two slots or who would 

otherwise be interested in joining the team can contact me by e-mail:  christine.campbell649@o2.co.uk. 

R 
enewals of Parish Magazine subscriptions for 

the year are due in January.  The price in 2016 

will be 60p a copy and £6 for annual sub-

scriptions paid in advance. (The price of the magazine 

has been held at 50p a month for the last 15 years and 

paid in advance for the majority of subscribers at £5 

for the year.  Printing costs have increased signifi-

cantly during this time and although advertising fees 

have allowed us to subsidise the cost of printing some 

advertisers have withdrawn and others removed 

because of difficulties in obtaining payment).  

 It would be a great help if you could deliver the 

£6 payment to your magazine distributor – rather than 

they calling and finding you at home. £6 in cash or 

cheque in an envelope through the door of the distribu-

tor would  be welcome.  

If  you are  unsure of  who is your distributor, or where 

they  live,  Pat  Williams  on  01428 682455  can  sup-

ply  the  answer!  

If you would prefer, £6 in an envelope with a 

note can be left in the magazine tin at the Village 

Shop.  Cheques should be made payable to Hambledon 

Parish Magazine, and  sent to: the Treasurer: D Miller, 

2 Church Lane, Hambledon, Godalming GU8 4DS 

To receive the magazine by post the annual 

subscription is £20,  postage costs also having  risen.  

Please send a cheque for this amount, payable to Ham-

bledon Parish Magazine, to the Treasurer:  

    Derek Miller, 2 Church Lane, Hambledon GU8 4DS 

with an accompanying note.  Please also let Derek  

know  by  31 December  if  you  do  not  want  to  re-

new your annual  subscription for 2016. 

The Parish MagazineThe Parish MagazineThe Parish MagazineThe Parish Magazine    
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Are you fast or superfast?Are you fast or superfast?Are you fast or superfast?Are you fast or superfast?    

Or neither?  More and more appliances –  phones, TVs, tablets, games consoles  

– rely on good internet connection.  The Parish Council is trying to ensure that 

every home or small business in Hambledon can do what it wants on-line 

F 
ollowing on from the up-date on Orchard 

Farm in last month’s issue, the English Rural 

Housing Association (ERHA) may be ready to 

hold their drop-in session, to enable villagers to look at 

the plans and documents that will accompany  the out-

line planning application, on Thursday 7 January, from 

3.30 – 8 pm in the Village Hall.   If so, the Parish 

Council will facilitate a subsequent open meeting on 

12 January at 8 pm, again in the Village Hall.         

However, these dates are provisional:  as soon as 

they are confirmed they will be publicised on the vil-

lage web site and the village notice boards and in the 

next Parish Magazine (out end of December). 

By the time you read this, and if you have an 

01428 telephone number, you will have received a 

letter about superfast broadband or read it on the 

village web site.  Although some properties have been 

able to sign up to superfast, there are still a lot which 

cannot.  The Parish Council therefore decided at its 

meeting on 28 October to quantify the shortfall and 

lobby BT and Surrey County Council about connecting 

the “hard-to-reach” properties. The more information 

we can provide about who would like superfast and 

who can and cannot get it, the more likely the Parish 

Council is to make headway with BT and SCC.  So do 

please comment, either using the very easy-to-

complete on-line questionnaire on the web site or by 

returning a paper questionnaire to the Village Shop or 

the Parish Clerk.  The deadline has been extended – 

returns can be accepted up to 24 December.  Even if 

you don’t need superfast, your response will help those 

who do.  

The Parish Council initiative does not extend to 

the  north  end  of  the  village which  has  already  

embarked on its own initiative to get superfast broad-

band to properties that are served by the 01483 ex-

change.  The two groups are, however, liaising as each 

could learn from the other’s approach to the problem. 

 
Hambledon 

Parish Council 

T 
he first meeting was held on 19 November and next year’s fete is under way.  The Football and Cricket 

Clubs will be the main beneficiaries. The programme of events will include something for children, some-

thing for dogs, something for strong men – and lots for everyone including a Hawk and Owl show, the  

usual  wide  range  of stalls and  plenty of refreshments. 

We are now looking for sponsors.  They will be able to advertise their support in lots of ways, including with 

banners at the event.  Prizes are also needed for the  grand  draw  and   donors   will  also  benefit   from  advertis-

ing opportunities.   

Could anyone interested in being a potential sponsor or donor – or anyone who knows of an individual or 

company that might fit into either category – please contact Philip Underwood – philipjunderwood@yahoo.co.uk.    

T H E   V I L L A G E  F E T E,  2 0 1 6   T H E   V I L L A G E  F E T E,  2 0 1 6   T H E   V I L L A G E  F E T E,  2 0 1 6   T H E   V I L L A G E  F E T E,  2 0 1 6       

The one we had earlier, i.e. 2014The one we had earlier, i.e. 2014The one we had earlier, i.e. 2014The one we had earlier, i.e. 2014    
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T 
he Hambledon Village Scrapbook is a vital  

source of information  for  anyone interested in 

the  village,  its  history  and,  above all, its 

residents.  As researching family history becomes an 

ever more  popular pastime, the Scrapbook’s relevance 

now extends far beyond Hambledon.  Although it is 

not widely available  (the original copy is cared for by 

Godalming Museum and a facsimile can be borrowed 

from the Hambledon Heritage Society), several years 

ago  Audrey  Monk  and  Gay  Mabley published 

Hambledon – images of the past 150 years from the 

village   scrapbook.    

Colin Pike, who lives in Colchester, recently 

visited Hambledon to find the grave  of his great-great-

grandparents, David and Mary Bookham.  As well as 

the grave, he also found a copy of “Images” in the 

Church, with its photograph of David and Mary taken 

in 1912 on the occasion of their diamond wedding.  

This started  off a 

two-way exchange of 

information.   

As was the case with 

a lot of rural families 

in the 19th century, not 

only did David and 

Mary and their nine 

children live all their 

life in the village but 

their daughter Emily 

married into another 

Hambledon family, 

the Gills.                   

So, there’s cousins from ColchesterSo, there’s cousins from ColchesterSo, there’s cousins from ColchesterSo, there’s cousins from Colchester    

You never know when you’re going to stumble across new relations – but as a result of  

Colin Pike visiting his great-grand-parents’ grave in Hambledon churchyard, Arthur Blackman 

found that he’d got a third cousin living in Colchester 

The  Gills  also  remained  in  and  around   Hamble-

don.  Arthur and Emily lived in Hydon Heath, at 

Haresgrove Cottage;  their son Frank Gill lived at 

Hatch Cottage;  and  Frank’s sister-in-law (Jack Gill’s 

wife)  was  an original  resident of  Cherryhurst.   

To-day the family is represented in Hambledon 

by Arthur (Ginger) Blackman, David and Mary’s 

great-great-grandson) and his wife Sue;  and their 

daughter Vicki has followed in her great-great-

grandparents’ footsteps and is living at Hydon Heath.    

So, thanks to a single photograph preserved in 

the Hambledon Village Scrapbook, Colin Pike has 

found a hitherto unknown third cousin and  a lot more 

about his Hambledon connections.  Hambledon for its 

part is grateful to have the additional information, to-

gether with  the  photographs, which  Colin  has  pro-

vided, about an important village family and its de-

scendants.   

Plaster  casts  of  David and Mary Bookham in Hambledon Plaster  casts  of  David and Mary Bookham in Hambledon Plaster  casts  of  David and Mary Bookham in Hambledon Plaster  casts  of  David and Mary Bookham in Hambledon 
Nursery School where Mary was the needlework teacher.  Nursery School where Mary was the needlework teacher.  Nursery School where Mary was the needlework teacher.  Nursery School where Mary was the needlework teacher.  
David was born in 1828 and Mary in 1827;  they both David was born in 1828 and Mary in 1827;  they both David was born in 1828 and Mary in 1827;  they both David was born in 1828 and Mary in 1827;  they both 

lived well into their 80s.lived well into their 80s.lived well into their 80s.lived well into their 80s.    

Emily and her husband Arthur with  their sons Jack, Arthur Emily and her husband Arthur with  their sons Jack, Arthur Emily and her husband Arthur with  their sons Jack, Arthur Emily and her husband Arthur with  their sons Jack, Arthur 
(Ginger Blackman’s great grandfather), George and Frank(Ginger Blackman’s great grandfather), George and Frank(Ginger Blackman’s great grandfather), George and Frank(Ginger Blackman’s great grandfather), George and Frank    

                  Emily GillEmily GillEmily GillEmily Gill 

Frank Gill and his wife Minnie, Jack Gill and mother Emily with a Frank Gill and his wife Minnie, Jack Gill and mother Emily with a Frank Gill and his wife Minnie, Jack Gill and mother Emily with a Frank Gill and his wife Minnie, Jack Gill and mother Emily with a 
grandchild outside Haresgrove Cottage, probably during the 1920sgrandchild outside Haresgrove Cottage, probably during the 1920sgrandchild outside Haresgrove Cottage, probably during the 1920sgrandchild outside Haresgrove Cottage, probably during the 1920s    
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A 
 major cut of trees close to power lines was 

completed this year by Scottish and Southern 

Energy in an effort to reduce the frequency of 

electricity supply disruption to Hambledon. 

SSE has also upgraded and refurbished power 

lines into the village and promised better communica-

tions in the event of outages. 

Nevertheless, it is wise to take precautions in a 

rural area that has suffered from extensive power fail-

ures in recent years. 

SSE has provided the Parish Council with a 

quantity of telephones that do not require a power sup-

ply to work, wind-up radios, battery-operated magnetic 

lamps,   safety light sticks,   compact foil blankets and  

heat packs for warming cold hands. 

  

 

 

If you, or someone you know, 

would benefit from any of these 

items they are available free for collection from the 

village shop. 

It is important to remember that most modern 

phones require power to operate so a stand-by phone 

that simply requires a connection to the telephone line 

is an essential. 

Stock up on batteries for torches and radios. 

In extreme weather power lines and telephone 

lines may fail as may mobile phone networks.  Snow 

or fallen trees can isolate the village. Although such an 

outcome is rare it has happened. The Parish Council 

has an emergency plan in place to help cope with such 

an event. 

It is worth remembering that the phone kiosk at 

the village shop will continue to work in a power fail-

ure. The pay phone no longer accepts coins but you 

can dial 999 for free. You can also dial 100 for the 

operator to make reverse charge calls. 

The following telephone numbers and addresses 

should be kept handy. 

• Scottish and Southern Energy (power cuts and 

emergencies): 0800 072 7282 

• Surrey County Council (for on-line updates and 

advice): www.surreycc.gov.uk/winter 

• Latest travel information: https://twitter.com/

SurreyTravel 

•  Waverley Borough Council: For general informa-

tion, refuse collections etc go to www.waverley.gov.uk 

adding the word weather to the search bar if your in-

quiry relates to this issue. Also, for latest news and 

emergency updates from the borough go to 

www.twitter.com/waverleybc 

Radio updates will be broadcast on BBC Surrey 

on 104.6FM and on Eagle on 96.4FM 

Hambledon village website will also carry up-

dates: www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk 

In the village, the Hambledon Emergency Team 

is: Stewart Payne – 07831 393561, Tim Coleman – 

07838 763767, and Nick Watson – 07770 553686 

Preparing for the biting winterPreparing for the biting winterPreparing for the biting winterPreparing for the biting winter    

Parish Councillor Stewart Payne unrolls the measures that you can take, following the 

recent work by the parish council and Scottish & Southern Energy;  the readiness of his 

excellent emergency response team, together with the contact numbers you may need  

corded phonecorded phonecorded phonecorded phone    

battery lampbattery lampbattery lampbattery lamp    

a major cut of trees a major cut of trees a major cut of trees a major cut of trees     
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What’s happening . . .
 ..in and around the

 village
What’s happening . . .

 ..in and around the
 village

What’s happening . . .
 ..in and around the

 village
What’s happening . . .

 ..in and around the
 village    

Hambletots! 
We are a friendly, local baby and toddler group who meet on  

Wednesday mornings in Hambledon Village Hall from 10-11.30am 
 

Hambletots will meet on Wednesdays 2nd, 9th and 16th December Hambletots will meet on Wednesdays 2nd, 9th and 16th December Hambletots will meet on Wednesdays 2nd, 9th and 16th December Hambletots will meet on Wednesdays 2nd, 9th and 16th December then again in January    

        We have toys for all ages, a baby area and we organise a craft activity for the older children. 

Mums, dads and carers with children are welcome along, even if they can’t make every week.  

The cost is £1 for each child under a year and £2 for each child over a year. Come and 

meet other local parents, carers and children over a cup of tea or coffee. 

   please call Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 for more information  

 

 Prime Time Christmas Carol Service  
Tuesday 15th December, Busbridge Church at 2.30pm  

Last year the inaugural Prime Time Christmas Service saw the church wonderfully full and was a memorable and 

atmospheric start to our Christmas celebrations.  By popular demand, we’re repeating the event again this year – so 

do come and join us; it’s great to have a full church for these occasions.  We will be serving mulled wine and 

mince pies after the service. This event is free to attend, so please do come and see what Prime Time has to offer.   

We can offer lifts to our events, so don’t let transport concerns prevent you from attending.   

Prime Time offers a varied programme for anyone retired or semi-retired and is designed to cater for a    

diverse older generation.  For more details about this event or if you have a general enquiry regarding Prime Time 

then please do contact Penny Naylor at the Church Office –  01483 421267 or penny.naylor@bhcgodalming.org 

   Coffee Morning     Coffee Morning     Coffee Morning     Coffee Morning      
Tuesday 15 December, 11am  in the Church Room  

 

and the third Tuesday each month 
    

All welcome – do come     
     More information from Jacqui Rook 01428 684390 

WAGs          WAGs          WAGs          WAGs              
Our next meeting will be at The Merry Harriers on Our next meeting will be at The Merry Harriers on Our next meeting will be at The Merry Harriers on Our next meeting will be at The Merry Harriers on  

Wednesday 16th December at Wednesday 16th December at Wednesday 16th December at Wednesday 16th December at 3pm pm pm pm     

We look forward to seeing you thereWe look forward to seeing you thereWe look forward to seeing you thereWe look forward to seeing you there    

Free Tea and Chat afternoon offered by Waverley Borough CouncilFree Tea and Chat afternoon offered by Waverley Borough CouncilFree Tea and Chat afternoon offered by Waverley Borough CouncilFree Tea and Chat afternoon offered by Waverley Borough Council   
 

More than one in five Waverley residents over 65 experience feelings of social isolation and so Waverley 
is  making efforts to reach them, put them in touch with others in a similar position and inform them about 
the services and opportunities available for them around the area. 

  Anyone of 65 or over is welcome to this friendly and free Tea and Chat afternoon, on 11 December 
1.30-4 pm at Haslewey, Lion Green, Haslemere GU27 1LD.  (Just in front of Tesco supermarket). 

  Councillor Carole King is keen to encourage as many older people as possible to come along.  
 “It’s a great chance to drop in for a chat, free hot drink and mince pie, to meet other people of a similar 

age and to find out more about the services offered by Waverley Borough Council and others”.   
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Gary Williams & his band:  
Songs from Sinatra, Nat King 

Cole, Bing, and Andy Williams!   
Tickets £20 from   01428 644314   

or pearson.lynne@gmail.com  

    

Hambledon Christmas Bop Hambledon Christmas Bop Hambledon Christmas Bop Hambledon Christmas Bop         
 

12 December,  8-midnight in the Village Hall  
with Toxic Sausage, our local rock band    

 

 Tickets £12.50  
 

from Village Shop, Merry Harriers,  
    Tim Coleman 01428 683283 or  

Mary Grove 01483 415815 
    

Profits 50/50 to Profits 50/50 to Profits 50/50 to Profits 50/50 to     
    

Football Club  and  Phyllis  Tuckwell  Hospice. Football Club  and  Phyllis  Tuckwell  Hospice. Football Club  and  Phyllis  Tuckwell  Hospice. Football Club  and  Phyllis  Tuckwell  Hospice.     
    

The village hall will be decorated The village hall will be decorated The village hall will be decorated The village hall will be decorated     
as usual for the 12th, as usual for the 12th, as usual for the 12th, as usual for the 12th,     

and the decorations will be left up for all to enjoy and the decorations will be left up for all to enjoy and the decorations will be left up for all to enjoy and the decorations will be left up for all to enjoy     
over Christmas and New Yearover Christmas and New Yearover Christmas and New Yearover Christmas and New Year        

    

    

             Godalming Choral Society   

Saturday 12 December, 7.30pm  
The Great Hall, Charterhouse, GU7 2DX  

 

Hummel:  Mass in B Flat 

          Charpentier: Te Deum 

                 Seasonal Carols    
                         

                  Conductor: Michael Veazey              Supporting the work of    
                       Orchestra Eroica 

Tickets : £15 (Students £8) from Record Corner, Pound Lane, Godalming;  
or Guildford Tourist Office, 155 High Street, Guildford tel: 01483 444333; 
or Godalming Choral Society Ticket Office tel: 07505 203468, or on-line – 

for more details go to www.godalmingchoral.org.uk      Registered Charity No. 254800 
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We wish all our members, families and friends a very Merry Christmas, 
and health and happiness for the New Year.  We enjoyed a great Quiz 
Night in Busbridge Village Hall, also supporting our 2015 charity, The 
Nazareth Way, promoting work of Surrey prison chaplaincies, particularly 

Send women's prison.   
Thursday 7 January Thursday 7 January Thursday 7 January Thursday 7 January sees an interactive presentation by Sue Ide-Smith, independent consultant with Neal’s 

Yard Remedies, on ‘The Organic Road to Health and Beauty’.  NYR are Fairtrade and Fairwild, and 
support sustainability and the environment.  Sue is committed to health & wellbeing, passionate 
about NYR and its products.  We’ll do a mini facial, and get a mini gift kit to take away!  A chance 
for a spot of pampering after the excesses of the Christmas season, so put the date in the diary 
and bring friends. We’ll meet in the Church Centre at 8pm and with drinks and nibbles to welcome 
in the New Year.  We very much look forward to seeing you and your friends.  All welcome!  
2016 subscriptions due at this meeting, no increase: membership fee £18 p a,  

non-members £5 per evening. This covers speakers’ gifts, welcome drink, tea/coffee after, 
& funds for our chosen charity, for 2016 The Meath. For more, phone Janet Harvey on 
01483 423264 or Kate Kaye on  01483 415296  or see www.bhcgodalming.org/groups  

Hambledon Village Hall Management Committee 
 

    The Management Committee are organising the following fund raising activity: 
         

      16 April 2016 ‘Traditional’ Jumble Sale  
(subject to final confirmation, sorry cannot accept any electrical items). 

 So don’t throw anything away until April...  Details later .  Paul Vacher, Hon. Secretary 
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Upgrading & goodiesUpgrading & goodiesUpgrading & goodiesUpgrading & goodies    

Chairman Tim Parker relates the latest stages of  

this successful village enterprise, including short-term 

extra challenges for customers and the staff 

A 
s you may have seen, the refurbishment of the 

Village Shop goes on apace. We’ve just about 

finished the doorway through to the stock-

room and have installed a new sink and dishwasher to 

make the lives of those behind the Deli just a little bit 

more efficient. In due course a new floor will go in to 

the whole shop and new shelving will grace the walls. 

All in all quite an uplift! 

Lots of Christmas goodies will be on display 

when you read this, including Christmas puddings, 

mince pies, a fine selection of wines, and winter flow-

ering cyclamen. Why not order your turkey from the 

Shop? Locally sourced, plump and delicious! 

We’re holding a Christmas Party for all Volun-

teers and Staff in mid-December – already over 50 

people have said they can come which means that, 

with luck, it’ll go with a swing! 

Jo, the Staff, Volunteers and Management Com-

mittee wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and 

Happy Village Shopping! 

T 
he Village Shop is run for the benefit of the 

village and it relies on volunteer help.  We 

particularly need a few more volunteers for  

Saturdays and Sundays (mornings and afternoons) 

to help on the till –  but if you can only manage a bit 

of time on weekdays we would still love to hear from 

you.  

Working at the shop is a great way to meet your 

neighbours, participate in village life and contribute to 

our thriving community.  The time flies by and it’s 

always a good feeling to know you’ve contributed to 

this important community asset.   

Your commitment could be as little as two and a 

half hours, once every four to six weeks.  This means 

that, even if you work full time, inside or outside the 

home, we can find a schedule to suit you.   There are 

some couples who work  together,  so  why  not  make  

it  a family affair? 

The work isn’t difficult.  We’ve got a new 

touch-screen till with scanner which is easy to operate 

and full training is provided. 

So, if you can spare a few hours,  please contact 

Gill, our volunteer co-ordinator, telephone 01428  

685765 or e-mail at hvsvolunteers@gmail.com . 

But… the shop needs your help!But… the shop needs your help!But… the shop needs your help!But… the shop needs your help!    

Hambledon Village Shop relies on its volunteers.  

 It already has a dedicated team, but is looking forward to welcoming new recruits 

    

24 December,  Christmas Eve  24 December,  Christmas Eve  24 December,  Christmas Eve  24 December,  Christmas Eve      
        

How do you celebrate Christmas Eve?     How do you celebrate Christmas Eve?     How do you celebrate Christmas Eve?     How do you celebrate Christmas Eve?     It has its own customs, the most popular of which is going to Mid-
night Mass, or the Christ-Mas.  This is the only Mass of the year which is allowed to start after sunset.    

In Catholic countries such as Spain, Italy and Poland,  Midnight Mass is in fact the most important 
church service of the entire Christmas season, and many people traditionally fast beforehand.  In other coun-
tries, such as Belgium and Denmark, people dine during the evening, and then go on to the Midnight Service. 

The English are behind some countries when it comes to exchanging presents, in Holland they do it on  
5 December, but in Germany, Sweden and Portugal the custom is to exchange on Christmas Eve.   

But the English are ahead of Serbia and Slovakia, where the Christmas tree is not even brought into the 
house and decorated until Christmas Eve. 

Yule logs are not so popular since the decline of the fireplace, but traditionally it was lit on Christmas 
Eve from a bit of the previous year’s log, and then would be burned non-stop until 12th Night (6th January).   
Tradition also decreed that any greenery such as holly, ivy or mistletoe must wait until Christmas Eve until 
being brought into the house. 
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T 
his year we have awarded over £2,300 to sup-

port local people and enrich village life, but 

there is still much to do. We are looking to 

support even more local activities and initiatives next 

year. If you know of a group or project that could 

benefit from funding, or would like to donate to the 

fund please contact Panel Chair Julie Llewelyn. 

Thank  you  to  everyone  for   the  continued support 

of the fund and we wish you a very Merry Christmas! 

We have already awarded over £15,000 to 

local community groups supporting and improving 

village life, recent grants have supported: 

• the purchase of a second defibrillator for the village 

• new boundary fence posts and rope for the cricket 

club helping to keep juniors within the ground and 

passing traffic off the cricket green verge 

• a donation towards renovation of the second 

Almshouse.  

Julie Llewelyn reports a successful year of Funding, and of continuing donations. 

Can you think of an event to organize to help the Fund, or of a needy cause? 

If so, please contact her. All ideas and donations are welcome. 

WHO TO CONTACT        Fund Panel Chair, Julie Llewelyn, 01483 428429 

Community Foundation for Surrey, Church House, 30 Church Street, 

Godalming, Surrey, GU7 1EP, 01483 478092, info@cfsurrey.org.uk  

www.cfsurrey.org.uk/hambledon 

UpdateUpdateUpdateUpdate    fromfromfromfrom    youryouryouryour    CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity    Fund Fund Fund Fund     

*  Apply for funding*  Apply for funding*  Apply for funding*  Apply for funding    
Applying for funding is easy! 
We are looking for applications 
for funding to continue to   
provide services to local resi-
dents or to start new initia-
tives.  
 

      For funding requests under 
£2,000 there is a quick one 
page ‘Small Grants Form’  
     For grants over £2,000     
or to talk through your funding 
queries, simply contact the 
Community Foundation for 
Surrey on 01483 478092 or a 
Fund panel member.  

*  About the Hambledon Community Fund*  About the Hambledon Community Fund*  About the Hambledon Community Fund*  About the Hambledon Community Fund    
The Hambledon Community Fund was set up with the sole purpose of     
creating a permanent, sustainable fund, specifically  for the benefit of  
Hambledon and its residents. By working in partnership with the Community 
Foundation for Surrey, we offer a fund that enables and encourages local 
giving so that as a village we can develop a greater capacity to respond to 
local issues. 
 

*  Donate to the Hambledon Community Fund*  Donate to the Hambledon Community Fund*  Donate to the Hambledon Community Fund*  Donate to the Hambledon Community Fund    
Whilst we try and support as many organisations as possible, we are limited 
by the funds we have available. By donating to the Hambledon Community 
Fund you can help us ensure funding gets to where it is most needed.  

The Hambledon Community Fund is a permanent fund that people 
who love Hambledon can either donate to now, or leave a legacy to in the 
future. Should you wish to donate, simply send a cheque made payable to 
the Hambledon Community Fund to the Community Foundation for Surrey 
at the address below.  

21 December, The Winter Solstice  
   

A Midwinter festival has been a part of life since pre-

Christian times. When the hours of daylight are fewest, 

the warmth of the sun weakest, and life itself seemingly 

at a standstill, our ancestors, the pagan peoples of 

Europe and Western Asia, kept festival by lighting bon-

fires and decorating their buildings with evergreens.   

 Perhaps they believed that the dying sun could 

be enheartened by fire, and the life of the buried seed 

assured by the presence of evergreen branches.   With 

the advent of Christianity, the Spring gods became 

identified with Christ, and the birthday of the sun with 

the birthday of the Light of the World.  The early 

church father Tertullian did not approve of Christmas 

decorations.  

“Let those who have no light in themselves light 

candles!... You are the light of the world, you are the 

tree ever green....”   

But by the time of St Gregory and St Augustine, 

four centuries later, this had changed.  Pope Gregory 

instructed Augustine not to worry about harmless out-

ward customs, as long as the right God be worshipped 

through them.  And so many Anglo-Saxon customs 

were never discarded, but simply endowed with a new 

significance.   

 By 1598 one John Stow of London wrote how: 

“Against the feast of Christmas, every man’s house, as 

also their parish churches, were decked with holme, 

ivie, bayes, and whatsoever the season of the yeare af-

forded to be greene.” 
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I 
n celebration of All Saints Day on 1st November 

2015, St Peter’s Church, Hambledon held its 

Messy Church in the Village Hall for the first 

time, thanks to a great team of people from in and 

around the village. It was an afternoon spent with fun 

and games, dressing up and spaghetti bolognaise. 

We were delighted 

by how many people 

came and took part, 

including so many 

new faces. We all 

had such a great time 

getting to know you 

and your families a 

little better. 

        For those who 

were unable to join 

us or are simply un-

sure what Messy Church is, here is a bit of an explana-

tion:     

• It is an all-age church service where 

everyone is valued equally. 

• It provides an informal environment for 

all ages to explore and experience faith 

and worship through crafts, games, 

food and celebration. Yes, regardless of 

your age; you are welcome to take part. 

• It describes each and every one of us, 

as no one is perfect and each of us lead 

messy lives for many reasons. 

• It invites us to come together, making 

things together, eating together and celebrating 

God together. 

Messy Church is NOT just a craft club! Messy 

Church is NOT just for children!  

Messy Church is for everyone – young & old 

alike. Everyone is welcome, so please join us and why 

not bring along friends, 

family and partners too. 

(Please note, all children 

must be accompanied by 

an adult) 

        As you can see 

Messy Church is a family 

event, which brings to 

mind some very different 

ideas, I’m sure.  

     ‘Family’ is a single 

word, with many different 

meanings.    

A Super Messy Church for All!A Super Messy Church for All!A Super Messy Church for All!A Super Messy Church for All!    

What a wonderful mess! Here Jenna van Jaarsveld  recounts the fun and togetherness  

enjoyed by many people, both grown-ups and younger people, at the first such event to be 

held in the Village Hall 

  People have many ways of 

defining a family and what 

being a part of a family means 

to them. Families differ in 

terms of economic, cultural, 

social, and many other as-

pects, but what every family 

has in common is that by call-

ing one another family, we communicate how impor-

tant and valuable we are to one another. 

 At Hambledon Church we do think of ourselves 

as a family, with Jesus being the head. A family in 

which there is always room for new members and 

which is always open to growth; personally, within our 

community and new. 

Messy Church is a way of being at church for all 

types of families, with all of our ‘messes’, involving 

fun in a considerate environment. Messy Church can 

now be found in towns and villages across the country, 

indeed across the world. Messy Church’s values are 

about being Christ-centred, for all ages, 

based on creativity, hospitality, and 

celebration. Messy Church is a church 

for adults and children to enjoy to-

gether. 

         The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 

12 verse 12:  For just as the body is one 

and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, 

are one body, so it is with Christ. In the 

same way, the people who form a fam-

ily are all different types of individuals, but together 

they form one complete family. 

It doesn’t matter where you are in life or how 

you are feeling, you are welcome to come and join us 

and see first-hand what we are all about. Even if you 

would simply like some clarification and want to have 

your questions answered; we will do our best, for you. 

So come along - we would love to get to know you, 

here at Messy Church.    

We are hoping to be 

able to hold more Messy 

Church events in the Village 

Hall, so keep an eye out for 

our posters. 

Meanwhile,  the next 

Messy Church service will 

be at Hambledon Church:  
 

‘Messy Christmas’ on 20 December at 10:30am.  
 

We hope to see you there! 
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O 
ops!  Sorry I missed last month’s Ramblings but I was spending 

nine days with an old friend in  Bridport,  Dorset.   It was the 

second anniversary of his wife’s (Sue’s) death at only 64 so I 

popped down to cheer him up a bit. 

Dave Bellord and I have been friends for around 55 years and in 

the early 60s we were “ton-up” boys together, with him on his 1958 

Triumph Tiger 100.650cc and me on my 1959 Triumph Tiger 

100R.500cc.   We used to spend the winter evenings tuning and modify-

ing our bikes in a rented garage with no heating or lights, so we made 

do with Tilly lamps and torches – but God, it was cold! 

Both our bikes (after a lot of tuning) were good for a genuine 

“ton” so we used to go up to our favourite bit of road to “do a ton”.  

Usually there were four or five of us, racing down the “Micky Bends” 

which was in fact the Mickleham by-pass from the Givons Grove round-

about to the Burford Bridge Hotel.  Wonderful days!  We all survived 

and a few of us (including me) still have a motorcycle.  But, as all of us 

are around 70 years old, sadly we don’t do a “ton” any more.  (PS:  I 

still fit into my 1960s leathers!)  Dave and I had a great time chatting 

and looking at old photos.  Did I really have wavy black hair? 

Fed up?  Winter blues?  Drinking too much?  (Welcome to the 

club!)  Then  cheer  up  by  getting a copy of “Age of Bewilderment” by 

local musician David Sherrington who lives in Godalming.  It’s a hoot.  

ISBN no. is 978-1-900217-01-9.  A “BwildR” publication, 

www.BwildR.net;  or phone me for David’s number. 

In the old Ogham calendar “The Wisdom of Trees”, every section 

of the year is marked by a certain tree, eg 15 April –12 May is willow.  

But only “one day” in  the  year  is  marked  by  the  old magical plant 

“the mistletoe”. It’s called  “The day of a year and a day” and  it’s the  

23rd  of  December –  which is also Mic Coleman’s birthday.  So send 

him a card. 

A happy Christmas from Ross and GWJ  

 – 

From tons to treesFrom tons to treesFrom tons to treesFrom tons to trees    

Ross recalls the joy of doing  

“the ton” – and has an idea for  

chasing away the winter blues 
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Vehicle theft and safetyVehicle theft and safetyVehicle theft and safetyVehicle theft and safety    

Dave Boxall offers up some tips on vehicle safety – and not just cars. 

SatNavs, caravans and number plates are all fair game for thieves 

T 
heft from vehicles:  Don’t leave anything in 

your car.  If not there, it can’t be stolen.  

Choose a stereo that can be removed and make 

sure you take it with you.  You should also mark it 

with your car registration number or your postcode. 

- Thieves aren’t picky so don’t leave even low-value 

items in your car.  Thieves often smash and grab first 

and look later to see if what they’ve stolen is valuable. 

- Don’t hide it.  If you put items under the seat or in 

the glove box the chances are that someone will have 

watched you. If you have to leave something in your 

car, put it in the boot before you begin your journey. 

- Don’t leave valuables in your car even for a minute.  

It takes thieves only a few seconds to smash a window 

and get what they want. 

- Don’t leave your car unlocked on your driveway.   

Nearly half of all incidents where items are stolen 

from cars happen when they are parked overnight, 

close to the owner’s home. 

- Don’t leave your house keys or anything with your 

address on it in your vehicle.  Thieves could steal your 

keys and then let themselves into your home. 
 

SatNavs   If it’s portable, take the SatNav with you, as 

well as the support cradle and suction pads. 

- Wipe away any marks left by the suction pads as 

thieves will look out for these. 

- Don’t leave the equipment in the glove compartment.  

Thieves usually check there first. 

 

Securing cars  Always lock the car and wind up the 

windows even  posting a letter or in a petrol station. 

- If you are stationary in traffic keep doors locked and 

don’t wind the windows too far down. Someone could 

reach in and grab things off the passenger seat. 

- Use a steering wheel lock every time you leave your 

car.  It makes life more difficult for the thief and your 

car a less tempting target. 

- Get a car alarm to deter a thief from stealing the car 

and the items inside it.  Have it professionally fitted. 

Immobilisers stop the engine from starting if the car is 

being stolen and are the best way to stop thieves. Hav-

ing one is a good idea if you have an expensive car, 

and it might reduce your insurance premium. 
 

Secure parking  If you are parking on the street, make 

sure it is in a well-lit residential area in public view. 

- If you are parking in a car park, try not to park close 

to anything such as a high-sided vehicle or large bottle 

bank that obscures your vehicle from public view. 

- Look out for car parks with the Park Mark logo.  

They have been designed with security in mind and 

have features such as good lighting and CCTV. 

Try not to advertise how long you will be away from 

your vehicle. For example, if you’re going to a foot-

ball match don’t leave your team scarf on show be-

cause it’s obvious you’ll be gone for the duration of 

the game. 
- If you’ve a garage, use and lock it. A vehicle is 40 x 

less likely to be broken into if it’s in a locked garage. 
 

Caravans Immobilise the caravan even on brief stops. 

Have a reliable alarm fitted and switch it on even if 

you leave the caravan only for a few minutes. 

- At home, always keep caravan keys in a safe place 

out of sight from windows and doors.  Take valuables 

with you when you leave the vehicle. 

- When your caravan is not in use leave curtains and 

cupboard doors open.  Thieves can be put off by a 

caravan that is obviously empty. 

- Write your vehicle identification number (VIN) in 

several hidden places in the caravan.  Use a permanent 

marker to write it  on  the  underside  of  drawers,  in 

cupboards and on wooden surfaces.  Etch the VIN on 

to the windows using an ultraviolet pen.  This makes 

the caravan easy to identify if it’s stolen. 

- Lock the caravan coupling head into a cover using a 

good quality hitch lock.  Fit lockable wheel nuts. 

- Lock doors and windows, as well as roof lights and 

gas compartments, every time you leave your caravan. 

- Never leave personal items or valuables on display 

inside the caravan.  Consider forensic and security 

marking your personal items. 

- Immobilise your caravan using an approved lock.  

Put the immobiliser on when the caravan is parked and 

when you stop for short periods. 

- Use good quality, heavy-duty chains and hitch locks 

to secure your caravan. 

- Fix lock nuts or wheel clamps to the wheels. Padlock 

gas cylinders to fixing clamps. 

- Never leave vehicle registration documents inside the 

caravan.  They can help a thief to sell it. 

- Fit a tracking device to help the police track your 

caravan if it is stolen. 
 

Number plates.  If these are stolen and the theft is not 

reported you may receive a summons for unpaid park-

ing charges or a speeding offence.  So 

- Park your car in a garage at night or in such a way as 

to prevent access to  the front and rear number plate. 

- Use theft-resistant number plates, designed to break 

apart if they are forcibly removed from a vehicle. 

- Fit security screws.  Simple anti-theft devices can be 

easily fitted with a screwdriver in place of existing 

screws but cannot be removed using standard tools. 
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C 
elebrate the season by bringing in festive holly, 

the Christmas tree, any tender plants still out-

side, and /or home-grown veg if you have it.  

  

Annuals, perennials, bulbs: the dormant season is a 

good time to dig up herbaceous perennials and split 

them to make more plants, or take root cuttings. Dead-

head winter pansies and violas regularly to keep them 

flowering through the winter; this also reduces the risk 

of grey mould developing. Forced bulbs, such as hya-

cinths and paperwhite narcissi, bring welcome colour 

and scent into the house at this time of year; the secret 

to a long-lasting display, and leaves that don’t grow 

ridiculously long, is to put them in a cool, but well lit 

spot; cyclamen, florist’s azaleas or hippeastrum work 

equally well, but they all prefer a coolish room.  Helle-

bores can suffer from leaf spot; this fungal disease 

causes brown patches on the leaves and stems; cutting 

off all the leaves of oriental hellebores prevents it; they 

will soon grow fresh new leaves and flowers will be 

seen more clearly. There is still time to plant spring-

bedding plants such as forget-me-nots and polyanthus, 

to fill the garden with colour in a few months’ time. 
 

Trees and shrubs: collect branches from the garden 

to decorate the house for Christmas like holly branches 

covered with berries, garlands of ivy, pretty seedheads, 

crab apple and fircones; remember to get holly indoors 

before birds eat all berries. Christmas trees need water 

otherwise they will quickly shed their needles when 

brought indoors; so avoid those that are set in a block 

of wood; instead bring the tree home and make a fresh 

cut at the base, then put it straight into a stand that has 

a built-in reservoir of water, such a Cinco 7 Classic, or 

Krinner Vario B. An even better, but much more ex-

pensive option is to buy one that has been grown its 

whole life in a pot. Plant fragrant winter-flowering 

shrubs, such as Daphne bholua, viburnum farreri and 

viburnum bodnantense. Prune acer and betula before 

mid-winter to avoid “bleeding” from cuts. 

After a spell of windy weather, firm tall plants such as 

unpruned roses and newly planted or heeled in trees 

and shrubs; any tall plants can be cut back by half to 

reduce their height and make them less vulnerable to 

wind. Roses and shrubs can be propagated by taking 

hardwood cuttings. Pick up any fallen rose leaves now 

and bin or burn them to reduce reinfection of rose 

black spot. Check tender shrubs and plants, that are in 

a frost-free place or wrapped in fleece outside, once a 

week to make sure the protection is still in place. 

Veg and Fruit: if still digging on clay soil, which 

should be finished by now; try not to walk on it when 

it is wet; it works well to grow veg in raised beds nar-

row enough not to need treading on, or stand on a 

plank to spread your weight and avoid compaction; put 

a 3cm layer of sand or grit on the surface and the 

worms will drag it into the soil and improve the drain-

age. On free-draining sandy soil, leave digging until 

late winter or early spring otherwise rain will wash out 

all the nutrients. Some fruit can be pruned this month: 

prune a meddler lightly to keep an open framework; it 

is best not to prune too hard as trees don’t respond 

well.  

Gooseberries, redcurrants and whitecurrants can 

be pruned now and the rest of winter: remove any dead 

growth; for bush-grown plants, cut the side-shoots 

back to one to three buds from the base; shorten the 

branch tips back by a quarter, cutting to an outward-

facing bud; for cordons, cut the side-shoots back to 

one to two buds, then shorten the main tip by a third. 

Prune black currants by removing any dead or weak 

growth, then take out about a third of the older wood 

(darker in colour) at the base to encourage new growth 

from the base. To prune grapes, for the rod-and spur 

system, cut side-shoots back to one bud from the main 

stem; for the guyot system, remove the horizontal arm 

that fruited last summer; tie down one vertical shoot 

for a single guyot and cut to 60-90cm long; then cut 

the central shoot back to two or three buds. Harvest 

veg for Christmas dinner: leeks, Brussels sprouts, car-

rots, parsnips, kale; and then there is anything kept 

from summer, such as frozen berries or stored squash. 
 

Lawn: a common problem in wet weather is snow 

mould especially in longer grass; look out for yellow-

ish patches, that turn brown; aerating the turf will help 

drainage and make it less damp; it can also be treated 

with Bayer Garden Lawn Disease Control. 
 

Greenhouse/indoors: reduce watering frequency for 

indoor plants as growth slows, and move them to a 

sunny south-facing window sill to make the most of 

winter warmth and daylight. Ventilate greenhouse and 

conservatories on mild days to reduce the risk of dis-

eases such as botrytis.  
 

Maintenance: Wash pots and trays ready for use in 

the spring; buy new labels or make them using old 

yoghurt pots. Drain fuel from any petrol powered tools 

not in use, e.g. the lawnmower, as it will deteriorate. 

Bring the outdoors insideBring the outdoors insideBring the outdoors insideBring the outdoors inside    

Ring out the old, ring in the new,  Ring, happy bells, across the snow:  

The year is going, let him go;   Ring out the false, ring in the true." 

     Alfred Lord Tennyson, Ring Out, Wild Bells in December 

The Garden  

A Happy Christmas and a fruitful and flourishing New Year – The Garden Editor 
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The Cellar Café 
Crown Court, 42 High Street 
Godalming, Surrey , GU7 1DY 

01483 417097 
www.thecellarcafe.co.uk 

Manager – Debbie Portsmouth  

Dear Friend,     Cellar Christmas Appeal 201 
It’s nearly Christmas and we at The Cellar again hope to be able to brighten the lives of those of our 
customers who need emotional and practical support at this time of year. Along with the social activities 
we have planned, we would love to help these people enjoy some of the more special things that we 
often take for granted. 
 For many years our Christmas Appeal has enabled us to put together more than 30 Christmas 
parcels for different individuals and families. These have been made up of various items according to 
people’s particular needs and age.   
 We would be most grateful for donations of Waitrose or Sainsbury’s gift vouchers, 
 cash, and also toys or festive gifts and seasonal foods. 
The financial climate we have all been experiencing has meant that we have continued to welcome  
new customers in need of comfort. This trend is not going to disappear suddenly in the coming months 
and we would love to be able to extend our gifts as far as possible. These special Christmas parcels of 
seasonal food and gifts are extra to the food parcels that we distribute throughout the year. 
 We truly value your ongoing support and would be grateful for whatever you feel you can spare. 
Please, bring or send donations of any of the above gifts by Friday December 11th to: 
The Cellar Café, Crown Court, Godalming, GU7 1DY 
     We express our grateful thanks to you in anticipation.   
         Debbie Portsmouth and The Cellar Team 

Christmas Wreaths for £15 to support The Cellar 

Friends of The Cellar will be making Christmas wreaths from fresh foliage 

and natural materials on a 20cm oasis base. They can be hung on the front 

door or make a stunning table centrepiece with a candle in centre.  

 

Vicki Hinde writes: If you would like to order a wreath, visit the Cellar and 

ask Emma or Debbie, or send me an email – vicki.hinde@btopenworld.com,   

or order to be delivered at your home from Jacky Beale 01483 423768. 

 

 Please let Jacky know if you can offer any evergreen foliage.  

 

  There will be sample wreaths at The Cellar.  

 

 

The story of mince pies  The story of mince pies  The story of mince pies  The story of mince pies      
    

D id you know that mince pies have been traditional English Christmas fare since the Middle Ages, when 
meat was a key ingredient?  The addition of spices, suet and alcohol to meat came about because it was 

an alternative to salting and smoking in order to preserve the food. Mince pies used to be a different shape - 
cradle-shaped with a pastry baby Jesus on top. 

 
 

World’s oldest fake tree World’s oldest fake tree World’s oldest fake tree World’s oldest fake tree     
        

D id you know that it is the Parkers, a family in Wiltshire (not Surrey!), who claim to own the world’s oldest 
artificial Christmas tree?  It was bought in 1886, and is still put up every year. 

 
 

Mistletoe’s smelly history  Mistletoe’s smelly history  Mistletoe’s smelly history  Mistletoe’s smelly history      
 

D id you know that the word  ‘mistletoe’ means dung on a tree?  The Anglo-Saxons thought that mistletoe 
grew in trees where birds had left their droppings.  Mistel means dung, and tan or toe? means twig. 
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S 
o they’re telling us that this Winter will be a 

cold and long one owing to the El Niño effect 

building off the Pacific, Siberian swans arriving 

early and a large glacier which has broken away and 

forcing the Gulf Stream further southwards but, out-

side my door, it’s telling me a whole different picture. 

17° degrees in November! It still didn’t stop me rush-

ing out and having one of these lovely wood burning 

stoves installed so I’m hoping the weather will turn at 

some stage to justify the expense. [It has, Ed]. How 

can you have “fireside Labradors” without a fireside? 

 With the prolonged autumnal weather we’ve 

experienced this year, instead of the bees being tightly 

clustered inside the hive to conserve their heat and 

food, they’ve been out and about gathering the last bit 

of ivy pollen that is still in flower. Whilst ivy is an 

unwanted weed to most gardeners, it does provide bees 

with a great top-up of their honey (carbohydrates) be-

fore winter but more importantly, provides buckets of  

 

pollen (protein) to kick-start the New Year when the 

queen starts to lay in earnest. Along with the pros of 

this warm weather, come the cons of wasps. This is 

one insect that I detest. They’re normally wiped out by 

the early November frosts but so far no frosts, so these 

opportunists are constantly trying to sneak into the 

hives to get a mouthful of honey. Some make it in and 

out the front door without injury however others are 

pounced upon by the guard bees, terminated and turfed 

off the landing board. 

 My friends always ask how my bees are doing, 

throughout the year but during winter they’re particu-

larly intrigued to know what the bees do when it’s 

freezing cold…. 

Well, the answer is pretty much: They do nothing. 

They have 3-4 months to survive on the honey stores 

they have collected and the less they move, the less 

heat they lose and less energy (food) they consume. So 

in winter they are typically formed into a tight ball 

within the hive with the numbers of bees down to 

approx. 5,000 from a peak of 60,000 bees in the sum-

mer. While in this state, they operate a system of rota-

tion so that the bees on the outside gradually move to 

the inside of the ball to regain their body warmth, oth-

erwise they would freeze to death. They’re one of only 

a few insects that survive winter as a colony. Bumble-

bees, wasps etc. all die off with only the queen left to 

hibernate and re-start the colony again next spring.  

 Next month I’ll be cleaning and sterilizing all 

the equipment in readiness for the new year. I’ll also 

be building more shelves for the additional items I 

bought on the recent beekeeping sales – one can never 

have too much kit!! I still have 80lbs of honey in large 

buckets which I will 

hopefully be jarring up 

shortly for the selling 

over the festive period. 

I’ve found some lovely 

urn shaped jars which I 

think shows the product 

off quite nicely.   

 I can also report 

that the honey mead I 

made at the beginning of 

this year has turned out 

to be a good tipple – I 

think my wife is best 

placed to vouch for that! 

 Another batch is 

definitely in order but I 

think this time I’ll be transferring 

my brewing “skills” to the main consumer in our 

household.  

Fortunately all is not lost as I managed to make a 

few bottles of sloe-gin which should hopefully tie us 

through these long nights ahead. 

It would be great if you could give consideration 

to what plants you could plant next spring in your bor-

ders or hedgerows to help improve the forage needed 

for all our winged insects. Remember beautiful is not 

always best, unless it’s your partner of course.          
Merry Christmas everyone!  

Email me on:  artofbeeing1@gmail.com. 

 

JingleJingleJingleJingle    ****ellsellsellsells, , , , JingleJingleJingleJingle    ****ellsellsellsells, , , , Jingle Jingle Jingle Jingle allallallall    thethethethe    waywaywayway    

Christmas songs just wouldn’t be the same without our Bs.  Wayne our hearty village game-keeper,  

sorry beekeeper, recounts how his damsels are either doing a sleep-in after gorging at that notable eatery 

The Ivy, or – one honey coloured, the other foxy-red – lolling by his new wood stove. Let the mead flow! 

of BEEing  

 The Art  
 

   

The Ivy The Ivy The Ivy The Ivy –––– local branch local branch local branch local branch    

urn shaped jars urn shaped jars urn shaped jars urn shaped jars     
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W 
e were led on a tried and tested walk in 

November but none the less enjoyable for 

repeating. 

The walk started at the village hall in Hambledon 

and we made our way to Winkworth Arboretum via 

Hydon Ball and Juniper Valley.  The weather was kind 

and the going underfoot as good as one can expect at 

this time of the year. 

We took advantage of a very welcome break for 

liquid refreshment at the National Trust cafe before 

returning to Hambledon passing Hascombe Manor on 

the way, the former home of Chris Evans. We arrived 

back at the village hall with time to change footwear 

before taking the cars down Petworth Road to the 

Winterton Arms.  We had fully intend having lunch at 

the Merry Harrier’s but found that it was closed Tues-

day lunchtime.   

The December walk is on 8 December,  

meeting at Hambledon Village Hall at 9am,  and 

will finish at The Rectory, in Milford, for a ‘Christmas 

lunch.’  It appears that the lunch will be well supported 

by both the Hambledon walking groups.  

Many thanks to all those who have organised and 

led walks during 2015.  

      We look forward to another successful year and 

wish one and all a Joyful Christmas and a Happy 2016 

Tried and testedTried and testedTried and testedTried and tested    

…. The paths, that is,  and the doughty ramblers,  for it was on paths well 

trodden they went,  from Hambledon to Winkworth Arboretum via Hydon 

Ball and Juniper Valley, also enjoying a drink,  as Derek Miller reports  

 

O n Saturday 14 November, some 90 Villagers in 

14 teams crammed into the Hall to pit their 

knowledge against local quizmaster Bill Dann, some 

teams were better than others!  

The winning team – The Vanndalls, led by Mary 

Caroe – was clear and outright winner. 

A fizzing Village Hall Quiz – and a thank you 

    

The Friends of Chiddingfold Surgery:     Quiz Evening,   30 October 2015The Friends of Chiddingfold Surgery:     Quiz Evening,   30 October 2015The Friends of Chiddingfold Surgery:     Quiz Evening,   30 October 2015The Friends of Chiddingfold Surgery:     Quiz Evening,   30 October 2015    

Having acted as Chairman for some six years, 

and for various reasons, I have decided to stand down 

with effect from 1st December but I am very pleased 

to announce that Simon Inchbald will be taking over 

from me. I will, however, remain on the Committee.  I 

would like to take this opportunity to say how much I 

have enjoyed serving as Chairman of The Friends, in 

so many ways, and seen its work expand in furtherance 

of the excellent care that the Surgeries provide for their 

patients.              Creighton Redman,        Chairman,  

creightonthomas@btinternet.com               

The Friends of Chiddingfold Surgery      

http://friendsofchiddsurgery.org/ 

 

I  am delighted to report that in a crowded Chidding-

fold Village Hall The Friends staged a very success-

ful Quiz Evening with many people supporting us 

from both Chiddingfold and Dunsfold. Neil Denyer 

kindly led us through the Quiz with some mind-

bending questions covering a number of fields that 

tested everybody’s grey matter! 
 

After some fierce infighting Alan Ground’s 

Table proved themselves worthy winners, but more 

importantly the Quiz raised £1,630 for the funds of 

The Friends, which is a super result for their Aims and 

Objects in supporting the Doctors and Staff at the two 

Surgeries. Many thanks to all who attended. 

 

On behalf of The Village Hall Management 

Committee, thank you to all who attended and made 

the evening the success it was – The Hall made a 

profit of around £500.  Same time same place next 

year?       

   Paul Vacher, Hon. Secretary 
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Plans for 2016 take shapePlans for 2016 take shapePlans for 2016 take shapePlans for 2016 take shape    

     Club Chairman Arthur Blackman promises something for everyone  

next year:  seniors and juniors (girls and boys),  co-ordinators, coaches  and 

volunteers, not forgetting celebrations  to round off the 2015 season. 

mum or dad or for any other reason have an interest in 

junior cricket please contact Arthur Blackman (01428 

683871) or Caroline (01428 685455).  This is purely 

an administrative job;  the team managers take care of 

everything else.   Alternatively, you might  like to talk 

to  Arthur Blackman about the possibility of taking up 

the Club’s offer of training for junior coaches who are 

also needed,  along with more team managers and 

volunteers for all the groups . 

There will be a get together on the evening of 

Wednesday 16 December at the Merry Harriers for   

Christmas drinks.  Anyone is welcome to join us to 

celebrate the end of the 2015 season. 

For further information about the Club and its 

activities you can either visit the website –  

www.pitchero.com/clubs/hambledonccsurrey – or call 

Club captain Mark Burton (07722 752465); Friendly 

captain Peter Woolley (07800 596193); Club secre-

tary, Bruce Sleep (01428 684457) or Club President 

Mic Coleman ( 01428 682977). 
 

The Cricket Club wishes you all a very Merry  

Christmas and  sends you Greetings for the New Year. 

T 
he Annual General Meeting for 2016 will be 

held on Tuesday 23  February commencing at  

8pm in the Cricket Pavilion.  All members are 

invited to attend  this important event at which club 

captains,  club officers,  the welfare officer,  colts  

organizers, etc. will be elected and the club’s finances 

and future plans will be reviewed.  Anyone wishing to 

become a new or a non  playing  member  is  also   

welcome to attend and take part in the meeting.  

General items to be discussed are: 

SENIOR SIDES 2016.  We will continue with a 

1st XI League and a Friendly side.  Please contact us if 

you wish to play or would like to help in the running 

of the matches – ie scoring, umpiring, making teas – 

or helping in other ways. 

 JUNIOR SECTION.  We aim to run Colts sides 

for 7 to 9 year olds, under 11s, under 13s and under 

15s.  All four will be entered into the Berkeley Sports 

League for their relevant age group and we are expect-

ing between eight and 10 league games for each.   We 

are still looking for a  junior team co-ordinator to take 

over from Caroline Tristem so if you are a junior’s 

 
  
 

Hambledon  

Cricket Club 

Property buying off planProperty buying off planProperty buying off planProperty buying off plan    

This month David Lewis, partner at Grillo LLP, warns of the dangers that buying off plan can present 

•  A developer is usually unlikely to produce a detailed specification, yet this is vital for a buyer.     

A glossy sales brochure showing similar schemes may not accurately reflect the property that you are buying.   

•  Detailed plans and a full specification are essential.    They should list precisely  what  is  being built and the 

quality and extent of  the fixtures and finishes that are included in the price.   

•  Paying a deposit and agreeing  a  price  up  front can  result  in savings when house prices are rising.   Some  

developers will consider reductions on the full sale price to reflect that they have a sale before the property is built.   

•  However, where prices are falling, the buyer could be locked in to a contract that necessitates paying more for 

the property than it may be worth when completed.   

•  Agreeing a price in advance of the development being completed can result in a purchaser accepting to pay 

more  than  the property  is  sensibly worth  in the  open market,  simply for the prestige of being one  of  the  first 

owners.   

•  If other buyers cannot be found at those levels,  subsequent prices for other properties in  the development  may 

expose those earliest sales as excessive when the remainder of the scheme comes to be sold. 

•  Then there is the added risk of the developer running out of funds before the scheme is completed.  This will  

confront the buyer with a lengthy and expensive legal battle to see the development finished  or  to recover the 

deposit, which in some circumstances may simply not be worth the effort.   This is a costly error to be avoided. 
 

Grillo LLP, Chartered Surveyors, Godalming;  telephone 01483 860600;  www.grillollp.com 
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Hambledon teams fly highHambledon teams fly highHambledon teams fly highHambledon teams fly high    

Lose some win some for the Dons.  However,  

the Reserves and the A Team continue to impress. 

T 
he First Team  travelled to  basement boys 

Worplesdon Phoenix, high with confidence 

after the demolition of Egham.  It seemed over- 

confidence hurt them as they struggled to deal with a 

physical Worplesdon side though, despite a sluggish 

start, the Dons were ahead after Neil was fouled in the 

box for Kuda to step up and smash home. 

The Dons then conceded a cheap goal but the 

game turned just before half time.  Kuda was played in 

by Seb and the keeper managed to get a hand to the 

ball.  It looked to be rolling in but Max Dodson made 

no mistake in following up to make it 2-1.  A big boost 

just before half time but, with the linesman flag not 

coming, the referee from the half way line ruled Max 

off for offside. This was a big call from someone a 

long way from play. 

The decision had a big impact on the game and 

the Dons were made to pay for it.  First 

their big striker was given the freedom of 

the park to smash home into the top corner 

– a fine strike from 35 yards. It got worse 

as Josh Hill could only parry a cross and 

their striker fired home.  Worplesdon were 

in dream land.  The Dons gave themselves 

a chance when Kuda headed home Wal-

shy’s excellent cross but it was not enough:  

Worplesdon had their first win of the sea-

son. 

The Dons bounced back with a hard 

fought 2-1 win over Guildford United. Af-

ter another penalty from Kuda, Seb Jeffer-

ies sealed all three points at the death.  

Next was a 3-1 win over Knaphill at 

Badger Park.  This was another good team 

performance with Kuda again amongst the 

goals (2)  and an OG from a Charlie Reddick cross. 

Unfortunately the Dons were knocked  out  of  

the  County Cup  on penalties by AC Malden.   In 

dreadful conditions the Dons raced to a 2-0 lead after 

seven minutes, with Seb and Kuda both scoring.  AC 

Malden pulled a goal back from a deflection from a 

free kick and a cross was turned in for 2-2.  Kuda then 

scored a great free kick to put the Dons back ahead 

before the break.  It looked to be plain sailing against a 

poor team but, as both pitch and weather deteriorated 

rapidly, the Dons could not play any football and were 

made to pay when Malden grabbed two soft goals. 

They  then played their get-out-of-jail card – Kuda.  

His free kick hit the wall but he made no mistake with 

the rebound.  So it was 4-4 and, with no extra time, it 

went straight to penalties.  After a Malden miss and a 

great save from Josh Hill, Dan Burrow had the chance 

to make it 3-1. He really put the pressure on but his 

poor spot kick was saved  and  the Dons  bowed  out  

3-2  on penalties with Kuda missing the last kick.  

Following promotion in the Premier Reserve 

division the Reserves continue to impress.  They had 

an excellent 10-0 win over Worplesdon Phoenix with 

goals coming from Dom Piatek (2), Chris Diaz, John 

Clarke, Michael Wilson, Joe Kiberu (2) and a hat trick 

from Wesley Older.  Despite continuing to be hit by 

injuries they made it through to the next round of the 

County Cup in a very physical game against Hammer 

– where they picked up more injuries. But they were 

safely through, with goals from Dom Piatek and Wes 

Older. 

Next up was a tough away trip to Chobham 

Burymead where the Reserves secured 

a 4-4 draw which will be seen as two 

points lost after being 4-2 up at half 

time. The goals came from Wes Older 

(2), Will Taylor and Chris Diaz. 

Unfortunately the Reserves have not 

played since.  Lightwater  turned up 

with only six players so the game was 

postponed.  Laleham called off the next 

game due to a waterlogged pitch. 

Hambledon A team continue to chal-

lenge for promotion near the top of 

their League but  suffered  two  defeats  

against   Farncombe  Athletic.   Then,  

in  an   exciting game against UFC 

Farnham, they ran out 5-4 victors  with  

goals  from Simon Lemon, Dan Pate-

man and a hat trick from Darren Mar-

tin. Next there was  an  excellent 4-2 win  against  

Weysiders  when the scorers were Dan Pateman with 

2, Darren Martin, Jack Willoughby and the returning 

Gavin Montgomery 

 After a slow start, the Vets now sit top of their 

league with a potential quarter final date against Mil-

ford & Witley.   Their latest win was 5-2 at Folly Hill 

with goals coming from Neil Harman (2), Neil Evans 

(2) and Rob Goodfellow. This followed a reserve 6-0 

win against the same opposition with scorers Carlo 

Moriano (2), Neil Evans (2), Alan Ritchie and Paul 

Barnes.  Hopefully they can keep their run going and 

add to the silverware already secured at the six-a-side 

side tournament earlier in the season. 
 

We all hope to see you soon down at Badger Park.  

Darren Martin A team striker in Darren Martin A team striker in Darren Martin A team striker in Darren Martin A team striker in 
the goalsthe goalsthe goalsthe goals    
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Puzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle Page    

Sudoku   
    

Easy                   IntermediateEasy                   IntermediateEasy                   IntermediateEasy                   Intermediate                      

Crossword                                  

ACROSSACROSSACROSSACROSS  
  1  1  1  1 Sound when hitting   
      water (6)  
  4  4  4  4 Cut thinly (6)  
  8  8  8  8 Forever (6)  
10101010 Wealthy industrialist (6)  
11111111 Belonging to that  girl (3)  
12121212 Monte ……. ,  
      Mediterranean city (5)  
13131313 No longer asleep (5)  
15151515 Used to be (3)  
17171717 Large bird enclosure (6)  
19191919 Delay, obstruct (6)  
21212121 Folk tale (6)  
22222222 Baby swan (6)  
 

DOWNDOWNDOWNDOWN  
  1  1  1  1 Cleansing substance (4)  
  2  2  2  2 Creating official rules (3-6)  
  3  3  3  3 Pig’s enclosure (3)  
  5  5  5  5 Produce eggs (3)  
  6  6  6  6 Punched your work card (7, 2)  
  7  7  7  7 Cooked to a turn (4)  
  9  9  9  9 Loud, gaudy (5)  
10101010 Rubbish (5)  
14141414 Be unsuccessful (4)  
16161616 Spoilt child (4)  
18181818 Sprinted (3)  
20202020 Extremely cold (3)  

      Maze 

Answers to all puzzles on  page 35  

Word Search 

Silent Night   Silent Night   Silent Night   Silent Night   This much-loved carol comes from Austria, 
where it was first sung as stille Nacht, heilige Nacht on 
Christmas Eve 1818.  It was written by Father Joseph Mohr,  
a young priest at St Nicholas parish church in the  village of 
Oberndorf bei Salzburg. As Christmas approached he asked 
the local schoolmaster, Franz Xaver Gruber, to compose a 
melody for his carol.   Gruber was organist in the nearby  
village of Arnsdorf  
and  was happy to 
oblige.    
On  Christmas  Eve 
they presented the 
carol to the church 
during the midnight 
mass.  The carol 
went on to become 
loved world-wide; 
and the version 
sung by Bing Crosby 
is the third best-
selling single of all 
time. 

� 
�� ��
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TTTT----shirts for Christmas?  shirts for Christmas?  shirts for Christmas?  shirts for Christmas?      

Snow scenes and Santa’s grottoes in the shops but daytime  

temperatures in the mid-teens get Earthworm pondering on the  

cycle of nature 

I 
t is still November, muses Earthworm, warmly 

snug in his now-huge pile of rotting leaves amid 

the ever-pleasant reminder that December is the 

month of Christmas.  As if we need a reminder, he 

tells himself, with the shops full of baubles, snowy 

scenes and promises of riches and surprises in Santa’s 

grottoes since October.  In our local “Squires”, a so-

called garden centre, one can scarcely find one’s way 

to anything to do with  gardening,  the majority of the 

display space being filled with presents of all sorts 

from soaps to sewing kits, barbeques to blinking 

lights. 

It is hard to believe as Earthworm pens his prose 

still in November that we are in the middle of winter.  

He can remember cladding his young in welly-

warmers, woolly vests, scarves, gloves and jerseys 

before venturing out for fireworks night. This year one 

could  almost have gone out  in a T-shirt  without 

catching cold. 

But,  on  the  plus side, this autumn has again 

produced wonderful leaf colours. Warm sunny days 

and cool nights have brought out these effects.  Spring 

and summer sunshine and rain helped the trees to hold 

their leaves.  No winter winds tore them from their 

branches until very late in the month  as  so  often  

happens.  On our doorstep is Winkworth Arboretum 

with a wonderful collection of maple trees.  Earth-

worm wiggled off to see this revelation of reds.  Even 

the many hedge maples espied in the hedgerows on the 

way have been a blaze of yellows, oranges and greens 

to give pleasure to any passing person.  Alas, the gales 

of Abigail and Kate, especially in the north, will have 

finished this autumn spectacular. 

But what effect, asks Earthworm, will daytime 

temperatures of between 15° and 17°, dropping to no 

lower than 7° to 9° at nights, have in the long term on 

bugs and pests?  Even now white fly still rise in clouds 

when disturbed from outdoor plants.  

One phenomenon that interests Earthworm is the 

changing colour of mud or earth, depending on what 

leaves are rotting on the surface.  The tannin of the oak 

leaf creates a black deposit and a film from the oil that 

is released from these rotting leaves – like that left 

after an oil spill on a puddle of water.  Dead and dying 

leaves are untidy but one should remember that there 

are fungi and bacteria in this rot from which are re-

leased nutrients for the soil and food for the birds. 

Such is the cycle of  nature, sighs Earthworm. 
 

He wishes all his readers a jolly Christmas! 

 

Bishops call on Prime Minister for bigger response to refugee crisis 
 

 

T he Church of England has recently published a letter sent to the Prime Minister in early September and signed 

by 84 of its bishops.   It calls for the Government to increase the number of Syrian refugees being resettled to 

this country “to a minimum of 50,000” over the next five years. 

Referring to the situation in Syria as “one of the largest refugee crises ever recorded” the Bishops write that 

“a moral crisis of this magnitude calls each and all of us to play our parts.” 

Calling directly on the Prime Minister to increase his current offer to accept 20,000 refugees over the next 

five years to 50,000, the Bishops write: 

“We believe such is this country’s great tradition of sanctuary and generosity of spirit that we could feasibly 

resettle at least 10,000 people a year for the next two years, rising to a minimum of 50,000 in total over the five 

year period you foresaw in your announcement. Such a number would bring us into line with comparable commit-

ments made by other countries. It would be a meaningful and substantial response to the scale of human suffering 

we see daily.” 

The Bishops offer help from the Church of England in encouraging their churches to provide welcome, hous-

ing and foster care to refugees as well as to support the Government in its ongoing efforts. 

In their letter the Bishops also called for the creation of a National Welcome and Resettlement Board, mir-

roring the successful work of such boards created by Government in response to past refugee crises in the 1950s 

and 1970s. Since the writing of the letter the board has been created with the Bishop of Durham serving as co-

chair of the board. 
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Perfect Christmas-present pinwheel biscuits 

Delicious fun food for allDelicious fun food for allDelicious fun food for allDelicious fun food for all    

100g plain flour 

50g corn flour,  

1tbsp cocoa  

100g soft butter 

50g caster sugar 

2 tsp vanilla essence 

1 tbsp milk 

H eat the oven to 180° and grease a large baking sheet 
Mix the flour and corn flour together,  then 

divide equally into two bowls. Mix cocoa in one bowl, 
to make the chocolate mix, then set both bowls 
aside. 

Cream the butter, sugar and vanilla together 
until pale and fluffy. Divide into two and add each 
half to a bowl of flour mixture. Make the dough's by 
kneading the ingredients of each bowl to make two 
smooth balls of dough. Wrap each one in cling wrap 
and chill for one hour 

Roll out both pieces of dough between two 
pieces of greaseproof paper into a rectangle about 
25x 15cm. Brush a little milk over one of the layers 
of dough and place the second layer straight on top. 
Roll up from the longer edge carefully to make a log 
shape, then wrap tightly in cling wrap and chill in the 
fridge for another 30 minutes. 

Remove the cling wrap and cut gently into 16 
slices, taking care not to squash the log as you cut. 

Bake in the preheated oven for about 15-20 
minutes. Remove and cool on a rack before eating. 

E 
dible presents are the best, in my view, but they 

have to be tasty. I don’t mean to be ungrateful, 

but I’m not always so keen on sludgy olive 

green chutneys, too-sharp plum jam or runny marma-

lade that has seen better days. But biscuits, cakes and 

other sweet things always go down well, and if you 

can enlist any resident kids or grandkids to help with 

the cooking, they seem to taste that much sweeter.  

Grown ups and children alike love these tradi-

tional pinwheel biscuits, and so much fun to eat.  

It’s hard to resist the temptation to nibble round 

the flavoursome circles and although they are simple 

to make, the end result looks as if you’ve been in train-

ing at a French patisserie.   

All you need is a steady hand to shape and work 

the dough and high standards when it comes to portion 

size, and you’ll have a batch of perfect pinwheels. This 

makes 16 small biscuits, enough for a couple of gift 

bags for your favourite people. 

Sam’s books are out now: Food for your brood   

and Royal Marsden Cancer Cookbook (contributor  

alongside Nigella Lawson and Mary Berry) .  

Follow Sam on twitter @samgatesfood and  

Facebook at Food for your brood.  

New website: www.foodforyourbrood.co.uk 

in the South Eastin the South Eastin the South Eastin the South East    
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Sam Gates gets us in the Christmas baking spirit with  

a nice-and-easy recipe, perfect for grown-ups and kids alike 

pinwheel pinwheel pinwheel pinwheel 
biscuits  biscuits  biscuits  biscuits  
with with with with     
KateKateKateKate----Ruby, Ruby, Ruby, Ruby, 
one of my one of my one of my one of my 
helpershelpershelpershelpers    
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He gave us eyes to see themHe gave us eyes to see themHe gave us eyes to see themHe gave us eyes to see them    

As Christmas approaches, the Rev. Michael Burgess  celebrates with 

The Virgin of the Lilies by Carlos Schwabe in which Our Lady and Jesus 

shed light and love over the world   

    

    

GODGODGODGOD    
IN THEIN THEIN THEIN THE    

ARTSARTSARTSARTS    

D 
uring this year we have been exploring how art can 

celebrate the wonder of this world. This month with 

our Lady and Jesus we stand above the world: high 

on the clouds with a glorious path of tall, elegant lilies that 

lead like a stairway to the earth beneath. This is ‘The Virgin 

of the Lilies’ by Carlos Schwabe. He was born in Germany 

and then lived in Switzerland and France, painting this can-

vas in 1899 when he was 33 years old. 

This wonderful watercolour can still provide us with an 

opportunity further to explore the imagery of the  symbolists  

and in particular their approach to traditional depictions of 

Christian subjects.  For the 19th century religious symbolists 

it was not enough just to add an emotional charge to a Chris-

tian story:      instead, they used elements from older works 

to create their own world of visual imagery.   They were 

filled with profound thoughts and beautiful sentiments which 

are comprehensible when rendered in a visual form.  As one 

critic writing at the time expressed it, “the lilies  are  filled  

with   a  tender significance,  simultaneously that of an en-

closure which protects the Madonna and of an offering that 

raises itself around her;  of a compassion that surrounds her 

and of a pleading caress.    In Schwabe’s hands,  the  plants 

become more human;  he always seeks to express that broth-

erhood shared by all creation.”  

Schwabe employs a range of traditional Christian mo-

tifs:  the Madonna and Child, the sky, the earth, clouds, lilies.  

Is there indeed anything in this painting that is not traditional 

or symbolic?  To answer this, we must look at the artist’s 

treatment of clouds in particular.  From time immemorial, 

clouds have served to announce an apparition.  From else-

where, for example the sky – but in any case from above – 

God, Jesus, the Virgin or a saint would appear to the specta-

tor.  Clouds mark this temporary visbility in the mortal 

world.   

In the case of this painting we are even above the 

clouds:  it is like a scene caught when we look out of the 

window in an aeroplane with the clouds to one side. The 

upward path is a staircase on which the lilies grow.   We can 

see the earth beneath and spot hills and valleys, roads and 

settlements, and a river weaving its way through the country-

side. Mary and Jesus are haloed in a lunar-like radiance, 

looking down towards the mortals below who are free to set 

out on a journey of self-transcendence,  following the  lilies.  

It is the lilies, symbols of purity and obedience, that  will 

lead to that scene at Bethlehem for which we give thanks at 

Christmas. The heavenly light shining out in the painting 

brings hope and joy to the world below, transforming lives 

with the wonder of the Saviour’s birth. 

Jesus holds three nails in his hand as a sign that His life 

will be tempered by rejection, suffering and death.  

But the lilies growing tall and straight in 

the skies are signs of new life and resurrection. 

The light which comes down to earth at Christ-

mas can never be extinguished. That light and 

love are expressed in this vivid, moving painting 

of Carlos Schwabe as they are caught up in the 

carol of Christina Rossetti we sing at this time 

(in Love Came Down at Christmas): 

 Love shall be our token,  

Love be yours and love be mine, 

 Love to God and all men,  

Love for plea and gift and sign. 
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A 
s our world turns more and more electronic 

and as the youngsters seem to lose more and 

more interest in their surroundings and rely on 

the instant fix of their phones,  I am reminded of that 

old poem by W.H. Davies.  Most people know the first 

two verses but do you know them all? 
 

 

“Leisure” by W.H. Davies 
 

What is this life if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare? 
 

No time to stand beneath the boughs 

And stare as long as sheep or cows. 
 

No time to see, when woods we pass, 

Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass. 
 

No time to see, in broad daylight, 

Streams full of stars, like stars at night. 
 

No time to turn at Beauty’s glance, 

And watch her feet, how they can dance. 
 

No time to wait till her mouth can 

Enrich that smile her eyes began. 
 

A poor life this if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 
 

And this was written a hundred years ago. 
 

But, as us oldies know, we are blessed to live in 

“our patch” so we at least can enjoy our surroundings. 

Unless, of course, the property developers have 

their way and line their pockets by building on every 

bit of spare land that they can get their hands on.  The 

Campaign to Protect Rural England is worth joining –

020 7981 2800. 
 

Season’s greetings from  

Magpie and the Other Half 

Enjoying the nonEnjoying the nonEnjoying the nonEnjoying the non----electronic worldelectronic worldelectronic worldelectronic world    

Magpie reminds us that it sometimes pays to lift our eyes from 

our 21st century gadgets and look around our patch instead 

 

T his began with a man named Nicholas who was 

born in the third centre in the Greek village of 

Patara, on what is today the southern coast of Turkey.  

His family were both devout and wealthy, and when his 

parents died in an  epidemic,  Nicholas decided to use 

his inheritance to help people.   

He gave to the needy, the sick, the suffering.   He 

dedicated his whole life to God’s service, and was made 

Bishop of Myra while still a young man.   As a bishop, 

he joined other bishops and priests in prison under the 

emperor Diocletian’s fierce persecution of Christians 

across the Roman Empire. 

 Finally released,  Nicholas was not bitter, but all 

the more determined to shed abroad the news of God’s 

love.   He did so by giving.    

 

 

One story of his generosity explains why we 

hang Christmas stockings over our mantelpieces to-

day.   There was a poor family with three daughters 

who needed dowries if they were to marry, and not be 

sold into slavery.   Nicholas heard of their plight, and 

tossed three bags of gold into their home through an 

open window – thus saving the girls from a life of 

misery.   

 The bags of gold landed in stockings or shoes 

left before the fire to dry.   Hence the custom of chil-

dren hanging out stockings – in the hope of attracting 

presents of their own from St Nicholas – on Christmas 

Eve.  That is why three gold balls, sometimes repre-

sented as oranges, are one of the several symbols of  

Saint Nicholas.  

The true story of Father Christmas, or Santa Claus The true story of Father Christmas, or Santa Claus The true story of Father Christmas, or Santa Claus The true story of Father Christmas, or Santa Claus     
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HOLLY 
 

We sing about the ‘Holly and the 
Ivy’ and prickly green leaves and 
red berries are everywhere in 
Christmas decorations.  
In Scandinavian countries the 
holly is even known as the 
‘Christ-thorn’ and it seems that 
the name of the holly actually 
came from the word ‘holy’. 
The holly reminds us of the death 
of Jesus – the sharp prickles on 
the leaves are like the crown on 
thorns that Jesus was forced to 
wear on the cross. The red ber-
ries remind us of the drops of 
blood that came where the thorns 
hurt his head. 
 

 
 

Holly is an evergreen, which 
means that it does not lose its 
leaves in the autumn, but keeps 
them all year round. And because 
its leaves are always green it is a 
symbol of eternal life. 

 

SHARP PRESENTS 
 

A quick way to make little pre-
sents for all your class and 
friends.  
You will need nice pencils, glue 
(spray glue is best) and Christ-
mas wrapping paper with a small 
pattern on it. Choose round pen-
cils rather than the hexagonal 
type.  
Cut a strip of wrapping paper 
wide enough to wrap around the 
pencil and as long as the pencil. 
Put glue on the back of the paper 
and wrap it around the pencil. 
When the glue has dried; trim 
away any excess paper with 
small scissors. 

 
������������� 

 
What did the werewolf write on 

his Christmas cards? 
Best vicious of the season. 

 
What do elves sing to Santa? 

Freeze a Jolly Good Fellow! 
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Useful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone Numbers    
 

GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES 
 

Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR 
 Tel:   Doctors 01428 682218 
  Community Nurses 01428 685249 
 Health Visitors 01428 685249 
 

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG 

 Tel:   Doctors 01483 415885 
   

 Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ 
              Tel:   Doctors 01483 414461 
                       Health Visitors & Community Nurses 01483 415564 
 

Chiddingfold – Ridgeley Road, GU8 4QP 
             Tel:    Doctors         01428 683174 
                       Community Nurses       01428 683735 
 

HOSPITALS 
 

Royal Surrey County Hospital    01483 571122 
Milford Hospital    01483 782000 
 

Equipment for short term use 
Some items only required for a short time (usually 3 months) may be borrowed. Type of 
equipment available includes bed blocks, bed cradles, back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, 
bed pans, urinals. 
Contact: British Red Cross, Equipment Loan Centre, 
              Wey Court, off Meadrow, Godalming, GU7 3JE.  Tel: 01483 429253 
              Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm 
 
 

POLICE 
PCSO Dave Boxall                                                                                 01483 630086 
Email address                                                             waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk 
Urgent calls                                                                                                              999 
Non-urgent and crime reporting                                                                               101 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS 
 
Area 1 Mr Ross Kilsby Hydestile 01483 423637 
Area 2 Mr Arthur Blackman Church Lane 01428 683871 
Area 3 Miss Jane Woolley Woodlands Road 01428 684213 
Area 4 Mrs Caroline Pitt Malthouse Lane 01428 682940 
Area 5 Mr Alf Hammond Cricket Green 01428 683625 
Area 6  Mr John Tidmarsh Lane End 01428 682067 
Area 7 Mr Ion Campbell Feathercombe Lane 01483 860264 
Area 8 Mr Bryon Ware Hambledon Park 01428 289132 
 
UTILITIES 
 
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries) 0800 3169800 
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries) 0845 2780845 
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours 0800 0727282 
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours 0800 111 999  
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
 

Councillors John Anderson 01428 682666 
 Mary Grove 01483 415815 
 Karen Jones 01428 681339 
 Mike Parry 01428 682303 
 Paul Pattinson 01428 682000 
 Stewart Payne 01483 425250 
 Philip Underwood 01428 682742 
 
Clerk Jane Woolley 01428 684213 
 Email                                          j.woolley881@btinternet.com 
 

Surrey County Councillor   Mrs Victoria Young  0203 65015995 
 

Waverley Borough Councillors 
    Nick Holder                01428 682402 
    Anna James                 01428 682844 
 

GENERAL 
 

Borough Hall 01483 523333 
 

Cinema Borough Hall (Tickets & Information) 01483 523004 
 

Library 01483 422743 
 

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange  deliveries                          01428 682176 
 

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office                                                 01483 421267 
(see page 3 for more information) 
 

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings    01428 683588 
 

Train Information 
Times and fares for all national services      0845 7484950 
 

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without  
transport, ring 01428 682959.  If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390  
 

VETERINARY SURGEONS 
 

Milford Veterinary Surgery 
37, New Road, Milford 01483 414747 
Rivendell 
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe 01483 421833 

In an emergency, ring either number 

 
Hambledon Village Shop & Post Office 

Opening Times 
 

 Shop Post Office 

Monday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Tuesday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Wednesday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Thursday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Friday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Saturday 9 – 1.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Sunday 9 – 12.00 Closed Closed 

8.15 – 5.30 

8.15 – 5.30 

8.15 – 5.30 

8.15 – 5.30 

8.15 – 5.30 

8.30 – 5.00 

8.30 – 4.00 
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Puzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle Solutions    

                Sudoku      
Easy                          Intermediate 

Crossword  Word Search    

Silent 
Night 
Loved 
Carol 

Austria 
 

First  
Sung 
Stille 
Nacht 
Heilige 

 

Christmas 
Eve  

Father 

Joseph 
Mohr 
Young  
Priest 

Organist 
 

Midnight 
Mass 

Melody 
Single 
Bing 

 

Version 
Third 


