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PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 
 

 

Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 

                                                   simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Associate Vicar The Rev Catherine McBride 01483 421267 

 Mervil Bottom, Malthouse Lane,  

                Hambledon GU8 4HG  catherine.mcbride@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Curate  The Rev David Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road 

 Godalming GU7 1TG                   
 

Curate  The Rev James Gibson 01483 421267 

 2 South Hill                           james.gibson@bhcgodalming.org 

 Godalming GU7 1JT  

 

Churchwarden Mrs Elizabeth Cooke 01483 208637  

 Marepond Farm, Markwick Lane 

 Loxhill, Godalming, GU8 4BD  
 

Churchwarden Alan Harvey 01483 423264  

 35 Maplehatch Close  

 Godalming, GU7 1TQ 

  

Assistant Churchwarden Mr David Chadwick, Little Beeches 01252 702268 

 14 Springhill, Elstead 

 Godalming, GU8 6EL  
 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid Dr Alison Martin 01483 893619 

 Tillies, Munstead Heath Road 

 Godalming GU8 4AR  

 

Sunday Services 
 

Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,  

which is shown on page 5 
 

The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.   

Details from Catherine McBride   Tel: 01483 421267 
 

Alpha details and information from  

Catherine McBride    Tel: 01483 421267  
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact  

Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office  

Tel No: 01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm) 
 

Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued, 

contact the Church Wardens 
 

The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays 
 

The Associate Vicar is normally off duty on Fridays 

 

The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of 

Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr Chris Bergin 01428 643877);  

St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s,  

Milford (Fr Michael 01483 416880) 
 

 

 

TO SUBSCRIBE AND HAVE  

THE MAGAZINE DELIVERED,  £6 per year  
 

PLEASE CONTACT:  PAT WILLIAMS    

Telephone: 01428 682455 

 

 

Copy deadlines for the 

May magazine 
 

The deadline is Thursday, 14 April 

 

Please send your copy to 

 

John Hindley 

Whitegates, Gasden Lane 

Witley, GU8 5RJ 

01428 681423 

email: jjhindley@gmail.com 

 

Advertisers, please contact 

Derek Miller, 2 Church Lane,  

Hambledon, GU8 4DS 

01428 684362 

email: dercyn@btinternet.com 

 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  April 2016, Page 4 

Curate’s Column – April 

Dear All 

 David Jenkins, Curate 
Hambledon and Busbridge 

M 
y brother in-law comes from a large family so it was not a big surprise when his father told 

the children that they were expecting another addition to the family. The only problem was 

that the due date was right in the middle of their planned holiday. Not to worry was dad’s 

message – they would go away camping just the same as usual. There was relief all round. So one night 

they packed the car full of all their camping gear and went to bed. Dad woke them while it was still dark 

and drove them to their destination, which was a remote field around the back of a farmhouse in a large 

valley with rolling hills on each side. They arrived in the early afternoon so they were not slow to estab-

lish camp and get their first meal on the way. The farm was stocked with sheep and the farmer and his 

wife seemed very kind and helpful. So, having settled the children in, dad announced that he would have 

to go back home and see if mother was all right. The children would have to look after themselves. The 

farmer and his wife would be on hand if an emergency cropped up. The children organised themselves 

with cooking and preparing food as well as playing video games and doing all the chores. Dad would 

turn up at different times to see if they were all right, having driven all the way from home and bringing 

fresh supplies. After two wonderful weeks of sunshine and lots of fun it came time to return home. Dad 

collected them in the early evening so that they had another full day and, after packing the car, they re-

turned home sleepy and blissfully happy. They all agreed that it was the best holiday they had ever had. 

Next morning they met their new sister and told their mother about all their adventures and unpacked the 

car, putting everything away for next year. 

John, my brother in-law, told me that it was some two or three years later that they were out for 

a walk in the Pegsdon Hills not more than five miles from home when surprise, surprise they came 

across the farm and the valley and their camp site. Dad had never been more than a ten minute drive 

away.  

The moral is that things are not always what they seem to be. 

There were three lepers outside the city walls. The city was under siege and the people were 

starving. The lepers were used to feeding off the scraps thrown over the city walls but these had dried up 

so they said to each other, if we stay here we will starve to death, if we go to the enemy camp they may 

kill us, or they could throw us some scraps to get rid of us. What have we got to lose? So let’s go there. 

When they arrived, they found that God had made a sound like an invading army and the enemy had 

panicked. They had fled, leaving their food and wine and everything they had behind. Again, things 

were not all they had seemed to be. 

Over the last few weeks we have been looking at the forty years that the Israelites spent in the 

desert. During this time they had to learn many lessons but the main one was to trust God and remember 

that things were seldom as bad as they seem. 

John and his family often laugh about the best holiday they ever had almost on their doorstep. 

Perhaps the next time you feel you are going through a desert, and we all go through deserts of one sort 

or another and some are much deeper than others, you might remember the lepers and know that God is 

nearer than you thought; or you might remember my brother-in-law and his best holiday ever. It may 

even bring a smile to your face. 
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H 
er Majesty The Queen has approved prayers written for the celebration of her 90th Birthday.  Two 

prayers (or Collects) have been published in traditional and modern forms.  The prayers are primarily 

intended for use in services marking the national celebrations in April and June.   In addition two graces 

have been published for use as thanksgivings at the start of other celebrations such as street parties. 
 

The Bishop of Exeter, Robert Atwell, who chairs the Liturgical Commission which prepares liturgy for the 

Church said: “The Queen has steered Britain through some challenging and difficult times over the past seven 

decades, providing the country with stability and wisdom.  She is an inspiration to many people, young and old. 

The Queen’s 90th birthday gives an opportunity not only to thank God for her service, but to celebrate the gifts 

of all older people in our society.” 
 

One of the graces reflects the words used in The Queen’s first Christmas broadcast in 1952, a year in which her 

father, George VI died and at the end of which she was looking forward to her Coronation, the following year. 
 

The national celebrations are on 10-12 June. 

CHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDARCHURCH CALENDAR    
April 2016April 2016April 2016April 2016    

3rd April   9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

2nd Sunday of Easter 10.30 am All Age Service 

 ___________________________________________________ 

 
10th April   9.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 

3rd Sunday of Easter 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday 8.30 am to 10.00 am - Prayer Breakfast in Church Rooms 

16th April A time to meet together for prayer:  all are welcome 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 
17th April   9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

4th Sunday of Easter 10.30 am Morning Worship 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 
24th April 10.00 am Short service followed by 

5th Sunday of Easter 10.30 am Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

  ____________________________________________________ 

 

 And in May 
1st May   9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

6th Sunday of Easter 10.30 am Messy Church 

 ___________________________________________________ 
 

 

Services at St. John’s, Busbridge 

 

 8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 

 9.00 am Classic service: 

  Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays 

 10.30 am Contemporary service: 

  1st Sunday:  All Age 

  3rd Sunday:  Holy Communion 

  Groups for children of all ages in various locations – turn up and ask! 

 6.30 pm Benefice Evening Worship 
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T 
he village has been much saddened by the 

news of the death of Tony Parker following 

a long and debilitating illness.  To Pauline 

and the family we send the loving sympathy 

of village neighbours and friends. 

          Paul Vacher is coming to terms with his new 

knee.  Patience is the name of the game and we send to 

Paul our good wishes as he puts his knee and weight 

on it to the test over the coming weeks. 

          The  village  daffodils  this  year  are  much  

admired.  Some appeared soon after Christmas and 

many thought that by the time Easter approached they 

 

PARISH & PEOPLE 

would be over – but no.    It is good to see such a 

splendid display this year outside the church.  They 

were a disappointment last year and we despaired of 

their return but they are back in all their glory.  

Thanks, we suspect, to the later use of the grass cutter! 

          The Village Shop has been through a dramatic 

phase recently so a huge thank you to the many people 

who stepped up to the plate and ensured that that it 

remained business as usual (at least in front of the 

scene!).  It would be invidious to single out anyone in 

particular:  what  is certain is that there were stars and 

superstars.  In other words, Hambledon at its best.  

A 
t Busbridge & Hambledon Church we are 

acutely aware that we only see most of our 

congregations for an hour or so on a Sunday. 

It had been on our hearts for some time that we should 

be seeking ways of encouraging and equipping God’s 

people for the rest of the week in their 9 to 5 working 

lives.  We felt challenged that, if Christians were truly 

working well, then  our  businesses,  industries  and 

institutions would benefit and be transformed. We also 

felt sure that, within our local church, we had people 

with the skills and talents to share, to enable this to 

happen. At the same time Ridley Hall – a theological 

college in Cambridge – was looking for further ways 

of  partnering  with local churches.   Cue a timely 

meeting with their Head of Development, Karen 

Bevan, and the Working Well Conference was con-

ceived. 

    On Saturday 12 March it included a mix of 

home-grown speakers and those introduced to us by 

Ridley Hall. The day began with Richard Higginson 

(Director of the Faith in Business Centre at Ridley 

Hall) giving us a theological perspective on work and 

James Featherby (Chair of the Church of England’s 

Ethical Investment Advisory Group and formerly a 

partner in the law firm Slaughter and May) challenging 

and encouraging us with a very personal account of 

how he had come to realise the importance of applying 

biblical principles in a pragmatic and realistic way in 

the complex world of international business. 

The remainder of the day offered a variety of 

seminars from which to choose.    They covered a wide 

  

range of topics intended to help and encourage us to 

‘work  well’.    These  included  subjects  such  as  

developing resilience at work;  using mindfulness 

techniques;  

discovering 

and working 

to people’s 

strengths as 

a new  ap-

proach  to  

HR;  the 

importance 

of finding  

p u r p o s e 

through our 

work; exploring how we include God in our business 

practices  and  strategies;    finding  a good  work/life 

balance;  and discovering ways of using business skills 

to give something back to our communities. We were 

also able to offer a small but vital discussion group for 

those coping with redundancy. 

   The day was a huge success and the feedback 

overwhelmingly positive. This is definitely something 

people felt was needed and should happen again. 

Many thanks to Ridley 

Hall for their support 

and for the impetus to 

make this happen;   

and to all our church 

volunteers who helped 

out on the day. 

Catherine McBride reports on a successful conference 
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O 
n 21 April Queen Elizabeth  II will become the first reigning British 

Monarch to reach the age of 90.  Hambledon will help commemorate 

this unique occasion in two ways.  

          First of all, the Parish Council is asking all villagers to take part in the 

nation-wide “Clean for the Queen” campaign, which in Hambledon will take 

place on Saturday 16 April.  As well as heavy-duty rubbish sacks, the Parish 

Council is acquiring a supply of litter pickers, gloves and high-visibility waist-

coats from Waverley, including waistcoats for children to encourage entire 

families to take part in this special event.  So please turn up, enjoy yourselves, 

take some good photographs and ensure that Hambledon will be looking its 

very best on 21 April. 

          The map on which participants can indicate which part(s) of the village 

they would like to clean, together with the equipment, will be available at the 

Parish Assembly and thereafter at the Village Shop.  Full rubbish sacks and all 

borrowed equipment can be left at the Village Shop for collection by Waverley 

on Monday 18 April.   

          Everyone taking part is also invited to attend the post-clean-up barbeque 

at the Village Shop starting at 12.00 on 16 April. 

The second commemorative feature will be a seat that the Parish Council is commissioning from Dorian van 

Braam, some of whose fine woodwork pieces are on display/sale at the Village Shop.   The design is currently 

work in progress but the finished product, made in Hambledon, by Hambledon craftsmen, for Hambledon, will be 

a unique feature and a fitting tribute to a remarkable Monarch.  It will be located near the Village Shop. 

Assemblies and CleanAssemblies and CleanAssemblies and CleanAssemblies and Clean----UpsUpsUpsUps     
Hambledon 

Parish Council 

The annual Parish Assembly and Village Clean-Up are always  important 

events in the village calendar –but never more so than this  year    

HAMBLEDON PARISH ASSEMBLYHAMBLEDON PARISH ASSEMBLYHAMBLEDON PARISH ASSEMBLYHAMBLEDON PARISH ASSEMBLY    
 

Hambledon Village Hall, Thursday 14 April 

 

19.30 – doors open, when wine will be served 

20.00 – start of meeting 

 

 AGENDA 

 

  MINUTES OF THE 2014 ASSEMBLY 
 

  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

  FINANCIAL REPORT  –  audited accounts for 2014/5 
 

  REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 

  Cricket Club    Football Club   Hambledon Almshouses    

  Hambledon Village Hall    Hambledon Village Shop   St Peter’s Church  

  Hambledon Village Trust  St Dominic’s   Hambledon Nursery School 

  Village Web Site   Hambletots   Hambledon Community Fund 

  Hambledon Heritage Society Hambledon Ramblers Wednesday Afternoon Group 

  Parish Magazine   Oakhurst Cottage 
 

  THE NEW PARISH PLAN AND VILAGE DESIGN STATETMENT 

What more facilities does the village need – for the young, the not-so-young and everyone in between? 

 Some ideas have already been received but there must be a lot more out there.  In particular the Parish 

   Council would like to hear from those who have recently moved into the village.  So, if you fall into  

        that category, please come along.  The present Parish Plan reflects the aspirations of those who  

      have  lived in Hambledon for years;  its successor needs to build for the future.  
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Chairman’s commentsChairman’s commentsChairman’s commentsChairman’s comments    

The Shop may have undergone an eventful period but 

everyone is now looking forward to keeping up the 

standards and moving towards an even brighter future 

A 
s most of you already know, it has  been a 

turbulent  few  weeks at the Village Shop, 

culminating with Jo’s departure on 14 March.  

The Management Committee is grateful for Jo’s hard 

work and commitment shown over the last two years, 

especially in lifting the standard of customer service 

and showing how professionalism can deliver a high 

quality experience for all our customers.  The café in 

particular has come on by leaps and bounds.   

Now the story of the shop comes to the next 

chapter,  this  time  led  by  the  community  ethos  of 

volunteer enthusiasm and effort.  We are determined to 

keep staff costs down for the long-term health of the 

shop  but  to  maintain  the professionalism which,  as 

has so clearly been demonstrated, can be achieved.  

Consequently  we  are  advertising for a new paid 

manager (see page 12) who will have a clear set of 

guidelines,  the most  important of  which  will  be  the  

recruitment, training and motivating of volunteers.  

We already have 46 on the books and more are emerg-

ing, which is great news.   Before long Hambledon 

will have more fully-trained Baristas per square inch 

than Costa in the rush-hour at Waterloo! 

Your help is very much needed and very much 

appreciated.  All sorts of tasks are on offer… it’s not 

only coffee-making.   Would you like to take a regular 

load of cardboard boxes to the tip, or perhaps help 

build a spreadsheet for price comparison, or join a sub-

committee with the specific task of finding out the 

range of goods that customers really want to see 

stocked?  Personally, I like the washing-up and the 

sweeping… 

We hope that the new chapter at the Village 

Shop will be a long and successful one. We now have 

the beautiful new interior, the new Wi-fi and the new 

EPOS.  Let’s bring back the old smiles. 

Romantic drama adapted from Romantic drama adapted from Romantic drama adapted from Romantic drama adapted from     
Patricia Highsmith novel The Price of Salt Patricia Highsmith novel The Price of Salt Patricia Highsmith novel The Price of Salt Patricia Highsmith novel The Price of Salt     

        

    

Starring Cate Blanchett and Rooney Mara Starring Cate Blanchett and Rooney Mara Starring Cate Blanchett and Rooney Mara Starring Cate Blanchett and Rooney Mara     

Starring Starring Starring Starring Tom Hanks Tom Hanks Tom Hanks Tom Hanks     
and Mark Rylance and Mark Rylance and Mark Rylance and Mark Rylance     
    

Cold War thriller Cold War thriller Cold War thriller Cold War thriller ––––        
based on a true story. based on a true story. based on a true story. based on a true story.     

Romantic drama adapted from Romantic drama adapted from Romantic drama adapted from Romantic drama adapted from     
Patricia Highsmith novel The Price of Salt Patricia Highsmith novel The Price of Salt Patricia Highsmith novel The Price of Salt Patricia Highsmith novel The Price of Salt     
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What’s happening . . .
 ..in and around the

 village
What’s happening . . .

 ..in and around the
 village

What’s happening . . .
 ..in and around the

 village
What’s happening . . .

 ..in and around the
 village    

Hambletots! 
We are a friendly, local baby and toddler group who meet on  

Wednesday mornings in Hambledon Village Hall from 10-11.30am 

Hambletots will meet on Wednesdays 13, 20 and 27 April Hambletots will meet on Wednesdays 13, 20 and 27 April Hambletots will meet on Wednesdays 13, 20 and 27 April Hambletots will meet on Wednesdays 13, 20 and 27 April     

        We have toys for all ages, a baby area and we organise a craft activity for the older children. 

Mums, dads and carers with children are welcome along, even if they can’t make every week.  

The cost is £1 for each child under a year and £2 for each child over a year. Come and meet 

other local parents, carers and children over a cup of tea or coffee. 

   please call Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 for more information  

 

   Godalming Choral Society   
 

   Saturday 9 April 2016, 7.30pm  

Holy Trinity Church, High Street, Guildford, GU1 3RR 

     Fauré : Requiem 
  Blackford : Mirror of Perfection 

                       

                              Conductor: Michael Veazey               
                                              Orchestra Eroica                       Supporting the work of                 
Tickets: £15 (Students £8) from Record Corner, Pound Lane, Godalming;  

Guildford Tourist Office, 155 High Street, Guildford 01483 444333; 
    Godalming Choral Society Ticket Office 07505 203468, or  

on-line, and for more details go to www.godalmingchoral.org.uk       
       Registered Charity No. 254800 

On Thursday 7 April Peter Herring, a volunteer at Winkworth Arboretum and Editor 
of the Friends of Winkworth magazine, will tell us all about the man who created this local 
treasure and about its development over the years.     
Winkworth looks wonderful at any season of the year.  

Now come along a hear about the man who had the vision to design and plant it 
for us all to enjoy throughout the year.  We meet at 8.00pm in Busbridge Church 
Centre and there’ll be drinks and nibbles before the talk starts. We very much 
look forward to seeing you.  All welcome.    Also, on 12 May we have the chance 
to make pretty decorative posies for Spring.        Our annual membership fee re-
mains at £18, and the guest fee for non-members is £5 per evening. These fees 
covers: gifts for speakers, welcome drinks and nibbles plus tea or coffee afterwards, 
in addition to raising funds for our chosen charity, for 2016 The Meath Epilepsy Charity.   For more information, 
phone: Janet Harvey on 01483 423264 or Kate Kaye on 01483 415296; or see www.bhcgodalming.org/groups. 

 

Proceeds to Hambledon Pavilion and Phyllis Tuckwell 
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            Coffee Morning  Coffee Morning  Coffee Morning  Coffee Morning      
Tuesday 19 April, 11am  in the Church Room  

 

and the third Tuesday each month 
    

All welcome – do come     
     More information from Jacqui Rook 01428 684390 

WAGs          WAGs          WAGs          WAGs              
WAGs will be at 2 Church Lane (Millers) on Wednesday 20th AprilWAGs will be at 2 Church Lane (Millers) on Wednesday 20th AprilWAGs will be at 2 Church Lane (Millers) on Wednesday 20th AprilWAGs will be at 2 Church Lane (Millers) on Wednesday 20th April    

starting at 2pm starting at 2pm starting at 2pm starting at 2pm ––––    car parking available. We look forward to seeing you there.car parking available. We look forward to seeing you there.car parking available. We look forward to seeing you there.car parking available. We look forward to seeing you there.    
Any queries phone Cynthia 01428 684362 Any queries phone Cynthia 01428 684362 Any queries phone Cynthia 01428 684362 Any queries phone Cynthia 01428 684362     

 

Hambledon Village Hall  
 

Traditional  Jumble  SalTraditional  Jumble  SalTraditional  Jumble  SalTraditional  Jumble  Sale e e e     
    

––����  Saturday 16 April, starting 2pm •  Entrance 50p, children free   == 
 

Refreshments available 
 

Please contact John Tidmarsh on 01428 682067  

if you have anything of value for us to sell * 
 

Proceeds towards the upkeep of the hall 
 

 

* John Tidmarsh can collect and store in his garage.  (Sorry, no electrical items or large furniture) 

Vann 2016 Opening times    
           For the National Gardens Scheme: 
    

APRILAPRILAPRILAPRIL                Tues 29 March Tues 29 March Tues 29 March Tues 29 March ––––    Sunday 3 April 10am Sunday 3 April 10am Sunday 3 April 10am Sunday 3 April 10am ––––    6pm6pm6pm6pm    

MAY       Bank Holiday Monday 4 MayMAY       Bank Holiday Monday 4 MayMAY       Bank Holiday Monday 4 MayMAY       Bank Holiday Monday 4 May,    2-6pm (+ Home-made Teas) 

                                                        Tuesday 5 MayTuesday 5 MayTuesday 5 MayTuesday 5 May----Sunday 10 MaySunday 10 MaySunday 10 MaySunday 10 May,  10am - 6pm 

JUNE     Sunday 7 June JUNE     Sunday 7 June JUNE     Sunday 7 June JUNE     Sunday 7 June ----    Saturday 13 JuneSaturday 13 JuneSaturday 13 JuneSaturday 13 June, 10am - 6pm 

Admission £6, children under 16 free 

        Vann, Hambledon, GU8 4EF 
Tel/Fax: 01428 683413, Email: vann@caroe.com 

Enjoy Prime Time Annual Spring Lunch Enjoy Prime Time Annual Spring Lunch Enjoy Prime Time Annual Spring Lunch Enjoy Prime Time Annual Spring Lunch     
 

Friday 22 April, at 12.30pm, at Old Thorns Hotel and Spa in LiphookFriday 22 April, at 12.30pm, at Old Thorns Hotel and Spa in LiphookFriday 22 April, at 12.30pm, at Old Thorns Hotel and Spa in LiphookFriday 22 April, at 12.30pm, at Old Thorns Hotel and Spa in Liphook    
    
    

          Following the success of this event last year, we will be returning to the   
Kings Restaurant. We look forward to enjoying Old Thorns’ reputable carvery lunch 

while taking in the panoramic views across the golf course towards the South Downs.  Do come and join us! 
    One course carvery meal is £9.95 and if you still have room for a dessert, order on the day at about £6.  
Starters and coffee are also available if required. 
    We are usually able to offer lifts to our events, so don’t let transport concerns prevent you from attending. 
Prime Time offers a varied programme for anyone retired or semi-retired and is designed to cater for a di-
verse older generation.  For further details about this event or general enquiries regarding Prime Time then 
please do contact Penny Naylor at the Church Office (01483 421267 / penny.naylor@bhcgodalming.org) 
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Hambledon Dawn ChorusHambledon Dawn ChorusHambledon Dawn ChorusHambledon Dawn Chorus        If you would like to listen toIf you would like to listen toIf you would like to listen toIf you would like to listen to    

the dawn chorus and identify some birdsong, do join Julie Steele on the dawn chorus and identify some birdsong, do join Julie Steele on the dawn chorus and identify some birdsong, do join Julie Steele on the dawn chorus and identify some birdsong, do join Julie Steele on     
Sunday 8 May at 5.30am outside Hambledon Village Shop.Sunday 8 May at 5.30am outside Hambledon Village Shop.Sunday 8 May at 5.30am outside Hambledon Village Shop.Sunday 8 May at 5.30am outside Hambledon Village Shop.    

    

The Clockhouse Lectures  Friday 22 April 7 for 7.30 pm  “It’s a Bee’s Life” Lecturer:  John Fox * The Clockhouse Lectures  Friday 22 April 7 for 7.30 pm  “It’s a Bee’s Life” Lecturer:  John Fox * The Clockhouse Lectures  Friday 22 April 7 for 7.30 pm  “It’s a Bee’s Life” Lecturer:  John Fox * The Clockhouse Lectures  Friday 22 April 7 for 7.30 pm  “It’s a Bee’s Life” Lecturer:  John Fox *     
 

Tickets: £15 include two-course supper, Licensed Bar and Raffle  
Tickets and information, please contact The Manager 01483 420 668 
The Clockhouse, Chapel Lane, Milford, GU8 5EZ Registered Charity 1059045 
*The Lecturer, John Fox, has gained much experience from keeping bees for 
some years in France. He is bringing equipment, will talk about the anatomy of 
the bee and the year of a bee’s life from December-November. 

Village Fête Meeting, Tuesday 26 April, starting at 8pm  
in the Cricket Pavilion – help wanted 

 

It is important that as many helpers as possible attend to finalise details of the events, the stallholders 

and the general running of the fete (which will be on Saturday 18 June on the Cricket Green). 

We had a good meeting in March and there will be something for everyone – childrens’ 

events, the Hawk and Owl show, the dog show and a tug of war.  Lots of stalls including plant 

and produce, bottles, books and bric-a-brac.  Lots of sideshows ranging from 

beating the goalie to bowling in the nets. 
 

BUT   
 

We need donations of raffle prizes.  Any local businesses can gain excellent exposure 

 with sponsorship in return for advertising.  This will be much appreciated. 
 

Many who assisted in the past are no longer in the village.  We desperately need new helpers. 
 

  If you are unable to come but wish to join in, please contact philipjunderwood@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

Come along to our next  HAMBLEDON LADIES’ BREAKFASTHAMBLEDON LADIES’ BREAKFASTHAMBLEDON LADIES’ BREAKFASTHAMBLEDON LADIES’ BREAKFAST    
Saturday 14 May ,  8.30-10am at West  Surrey Golf Club, Enton  

at the West Surrey Golf Club  when you 

can relax and chat amongst friends 

whilst having breakfast served to you.    
 

Vicki Hinde, Ladies Breakfast Team  
vicki.hinde@btopenworld.com   

Music in Worship at Busbridge and 

Hambledon Churches featuring 

Michael Johnston, Alan Harvey and 

Roger Matthews. 

We look forward to welcoming you  

The breakfast is open to all ladies and we encourage you to bring along a new friend. Tickets cost £8 

and are available from Monday 25 April: Sue Blackman on 01428 683871 or  Hambledon Village Shop. 

Friends and Busbridge Ladies  ALL WELCOME 

Rog Matthews writes:  These are three musicians 

from Busbridge and Hambledon Churches.  

        Firstly Michael Johnston who is the Music and 

Creative Arts Leader.   

       He oversees the amazing team of volunteers who 

make up the musicians and bands of the church.  

      Next is Alan Harvey who is a passionate supporter 

of worship diversity, being equally at home with  

traditional and contemporary music and accustomed 

to playing both organ and keyboard.  

      Finally Roger Matthews who has enthusiastically 

led contemporary worship with guitar at Hambledon 

and Busbridge for many years. So why not come along 

to hear what they have to say when they step away 

from their instruments and maybe join in with one or 

two of the songs which are special to them. 
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The new teamThe new teamThe new teamThe new team    

It’s all change at Hambledon Cricket Club.  At the AGM on 23 February Andy Hinde  

was elected Chairman and Arthur Blackman embarked on a well-earned rest  – if that’s 

what you call it when you become Vice-Chairman!   

A 
rthur (Ginger) Blackman has chaired the 

Hambledon Cricket Club for over 30 years but 

at this year’s AGM he declared that it really 

was time for a change.  He is succeeded by Andy 

Hinde, another  long-time supporter of and player for 

the Club.    

Taking over from his predecessor will be a hard 

act to follow;  but Andy can be sure of all the support 

and advice he will undoubtedly need from Ginger, 

who has taken on the role of Vice-Chairman. 

Elections took place for all the other officials and 

the complete list, with contact details, is included in 

the 2016 fixture card (contact Club Secretary Bruce 

Sleep, 01428 684456, or visit the Hambledon Village 

web site for further details). 

There was a good turn-out at the AGM, at which 

some potential new members were identified.  As well 

as electing the officials for the 2016 season and sorting 

out the calendar of matches, the meeting also agreed 

that there should be a Club memorial to Raymond 

Smith.   Throughout  his  20 years in Hambledon,  

Raymond was one of its strongest supporters and it 

was largely due to his enthusiasm and initiatives that 

the Club managed to raise the funds needed for its new 

pavilion.   

The 2016 fixture card contains the full list of 

matches, beginning with a non-league Friendly XI at 

home against Grayswood on 10 April – providing the 

pitch has dried out by then.  League games start on 1 

May with a home game against Cranleigh and another 

one a week later, this time against Slinfold. 

Junior team managers have been appointed as 

follows:  under 15s – Eddie Wood, 07919 325044;  

under 11s – James Willoughby, 07973 698022;  under 

9s – Alexander Wood, 07919 325044.  The under 13s 

manager has yet to be announced.  Remember that 

Junior coaching starts on 16 April for the two younger 

sides and on 18 April for the other two. 

HAMBLEDON VILLAGE SHOP MANAGER 

 
The Management Committee of Hambledon Village Shop Ltd is looking for a dynamic Manager to lead 

the team of staff and volunteers.  The Shop, Café and Post Office have grown in popularity under the 

previous manager  and turnover has increased by 70% in two years.  However, this now needs to be 

translated to profit on the bottom line by careful management of stock and costs and, in particular, the 

recruitment, training and motivating of volunteers. 
 

The successful candidate will need to demonstrate the following qualifications:- 
 

A belief in the community shop ethos and the role it plays in the surrounding area; 

Responsiveness to customer needs with a strong focus on service quality; 

Commercial skills and financial awareness; 

The management skills to develop and manage a large team of volunteers; 

The ability to delegate roles among staff and volunteers; 

A ‘can-do’ attitude and friendly manner; 

Computer literacy with experience of Microsoft Office and EPOS systems; 

Some experience in catering, including barista skills;  

A minimum of Level 2 Certificate in food and hygiene. 
 

We are offering a basic salary of £19,000 for a 40hr a week with a performance related bonus tied to 

key targets. 
 

An application form is available on our web page on the village website at 

www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk.  Email your completed form to tim@feathercombe.com or write to us 

at: Hambledon Village Shop Ltd, The Cricket Green, Hambledon, Surrey GU8 4HF 
 

Closing date: 2 April 2016 
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On a Swiss rollOn a Swiss rollOn a Swiss rollOn a Swiss roll    

The Dons may be successful on the international field, but promotion looks like 

eluding them.  However, the Reserves, the A Team and the Vets are all in with a 

shout, whether it be league or cup fixtures.  Matt Kiley reports. 

H 
ambledon welcomed Swiss team FC Kempttal 

to Badger Park on 27 February when Chris 

Grove bought his players over from Zurich to 

kick off their pre-season after the winter break.    

Hambledon settled well, controlling the game, and had 

a chance to take the lead when Adam Rogers saw his 

long range effort tipped over the bar.  However, it was 

the visitors who had the first goal,   after a break down 

the right led to a tap in at the far post.  

Hambledon weren’t behind for long when Seb 

Jefferies headed  home an Adam Rogers corner.  Seb 

had another chance for Hambledon to take the lead but 

he put his penalty onto the bar and Charlie Reddick 

could only head the rebound over.  FC Kempttal again 

scored against the run of play after Hambledon failed 

to clear their lines, leading to another tap in at the far 

post.  2-1 at half time to the visitors. 

The Dons  came  out  in  the  second  half  and  

levelled the score early on after Kuda held off his man 

brilliantly to slide under the on-rushing keeper. They 

soon had the lead when Connor Martin grabbed his 

first goal  for  the  club,  smashing home  into  the  top 

corner after a corner wasn’t cleared.  They then held 

on to win 3-2 and lift the George Luxford Trophy. 

With talk of a return match in Zurich, the job is only 

half done. 

The Dons were back in league action and were 

on a decent run with a chance of promotion.  However, 

they were hit with defensive issues with people away 

or injured and this showed as, with Kuda grabbing the 

only goal, they lost 6-1 away to Keens Park. This was 

followed by a 5-1 defeat to Knaphill, thus ending their 

promotion charge.  

The  Reserves  were  due  to  welcome  Royal 

Holloway Old Boys to Badger Park in the cup but the 

opposition weren’t able to field a side.  This meant that 

the Dons progressed to their second semi-final of the 

season. 

The Reserves were finally back in league action 

after  their  cup exploits and welcomed Chobham 

Burymead to Badger Park.  After a 4-4 draw earlier in 

the season a tight game was expected.  However, 

Hambledon soaked up some early pressure and had a 

two goal lead by the break.  Wes Older scored from a 

tight angle and Will Taylor rounded off an excellent 

team goal.  Better was to come in the second half and 

Hambledon ran away with it,  scoring  five second  

half goals. Wes Older completed his hat trick;  Brad 

Marshall and Adam Appleton grabbed the other two. 

Coming up are two cup semi-finals and, as they 

have plenty of games in hand, the Club will be trying 

to catch up with Uni of Surrey. 

The A Team and the Vets both had important 

cup games.    The A team were in their cup quarter 

final against UFC Farnham who were in the league 

above.  They lost 3-1 in a gutsy performance with 

Callum Thetfore scoring the only goal, tapping home 

after his lob over the 

keeper had come off the 

cross bar.  The Dons had 

Man of the Match Ian Day 

to thank for keeping them 

in the game. They only 

have one league game left 

in what has been a great 

season for them and they 

are hoping to finish in the 

top four. 

The Vets were in action in 

their cup semi-final.  Their 

opponents were in the 

league below but they 

were a new team who had 

won  every  game this 

season, including beating 

teams in the top division.  

And they proved too much for the Dons as two first 

half goals were enough to knock Hambledon out.  

Nick Harman had a glorious chance to pull a goal back 

after a good team move but his header went wide.  The 

Vets will now concentrate on the league in what has 

been a very good first season in this role. 

        The visitors and the home team after the matchThe visitors and the home team after the matchThe visitors and the home team after the matchThe visitors and the home team after the match    
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garden, I’ve converted 8lbs of honey into 9 litres of 

honey mead or rather Must, as it is called at this early 

stage. One batch has lemon zest and the juice added 

whilst to the other I’ve added dried elderflowers which 

I bought from the brewery shop in Aldershot. Heaven 

knows how this elderflower twist will turn out but 

here’s hoping for a good tipple in six months! 

As  spring  gathers  momentum,  so  the  goats 

willow (salix caprea) will burst into flower. It’s a very 

unassuming and rather messy looking tree but one 

which  brings  a  bountiful  supply  of  bright  yellow 

pollen into the hive which really seems to  kick-start 

the season.  

Next up on the bee buffet cart will be the bright 

yellow oil seed rape (OSR) which will slowly start to 

appear in some fields around us.  This is No.1 forage 

material for the girls and akin to happy hour on Friday 

nights.   They’ll fly past everything else in bloom to 

get at this nectar  which  seems to ooze from these 

flowers on warm days. This honey is a great source of 

revenue for commercial beekeepers and I’m sure some 

of the local Hambledon ones will be positioning their 

hives near the OSR soon. 

Recently my wife held an interesting cosmetic 

making course at her Holistic Centre in Godalming, 

run  by  Dr  Sara  Robb, a great ambassador  for  the 

charity “Bees for Development”.  Attendees learnt 

how to make cold pressed soaps, natural beeswax lip 

balms, beeswax cerate and a hand cream. It’s a fun 

way to incorporate honey, beeswax and natural oils 

into a variety of natural products for home use if 

you’re tired of bombarding your body with chemicals.  

She will be running another course in a few 

months’ time so let me know if you are interested. 

 

Any queries – email me on: artofbeeing1@gmail.com. 

            Mead Making  Mead Making  Mead Making  Mead Making  ––––    it’s a Must!it’s a Must!it’s a Must!it’s a Must!    

One of the most essential winter chores is turning 8 lbs. of honey into 9 litres of  

mead – with a hint of lemon or elderflower, according to choice.  Wayne McIntyre  

can vouch for the former, but will he enjoy the latter in six months’ time?   

W 
ill this winter ever end? I do like a cold 

winter but I’m running out of seasoned fire 

wood for my log burner and I’m running 

out of things to do to keep myself busy –  or rather, 

I’m running out of things I would like to do besides 

working in the garden. 

It always make me smile when I see my bees 

venturing out on a sunny but very chilly day when it’s 

8  degrees or so because two  months on from now, 

when the temperatures have risen to midday highs of 

16-20 degrees, they won’t stick their heads out when 

it’s even 10 degrees. It’s all relative. Well fortunately 

some of the girls are brave enough to venture outside 

in these temperatures because there are gains to be had 

in the form of valuable pollen (protein) from gorse, 

hazel, crocuses, snowdrops and other garden plants. 

It’s a very important source of protein needed to raise 

their young and, having eaten most of their pollen 

stores over winter, their larders are in desperate need 

of re-stocking. 

They have also been munching through the 

candy fondant (carbohydrate) packs that I have been 

placing in their hives to supplement their existing 

stores. So last Saturday I decided to have a quick 

nosey inside. I don’t like to go in unnecessarily but, as 

it was a warm day with no wind, I quickly went 

through each.   None of them had much brood (eggs or 

larva) to get excited about, but then it had been a cold 

February and March and, unless they can maintain  

temperatures of approximately 35 degrees inside to 

keep their broods alive and healthy, they won’t lay 

more than they can keep warm. 

I always take my bees into the winter on two-box 

stacks and then remove the bottom (empty) box in late 

winter so they start the season with one box only. This 

allows me to scrape down and sterilise the inside of 

the empty box as well as clean up and re-use those 

frames that have only had one or two seasons’ use. 

Older blackened combs are said  potentially to harbour 

harmful spores like foulbrood, nosema, etc. and so, as 

part of good hive management, these are destroyed. I 

generally cut them up into pieces as they make great 

firelighters but I also have two labradors that salivate 

at the sight of these combs –  apparently they support 

good ear health and a healthy digestion in dogs. You 

may ask why I don’t recover wax from the old combs 

to make candles, etc.   Well, unless you have a wax 

extractor, it’s a right messy ole business as the comb is 

mainly made up of old cocoons and very little wax.  

Other than some cleaning of hive equipment and 

a bit of essential hacking and trimming around the 

of BEEing  

 The Art  
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Taking to the outdoorsTaking to the outdoorsTaking to the outdoorsTaking to the outdoors    

The improving weather is bringing out the bicyclists and the walkers 

but Earthworm wonders whether most of them are too earnest to  

notice the other harbingers of spring such as primroses and bird song. 

T 
he year rolls on, muses Earthworm, as Easter 

approaches, quite early this year, though not 

the  earliest  it  has  ever  been  which  is  22 

March. This occurred in 1761 and again in 1818.  It 

will not happen again until 2285, although in 2160 it 

will fall on 23 March which it did in 2008.  Earthworm 

actually had to look up how Easter is calculated. He 

was aware it was something to do with the moon but 

wonders how many of his readers know this?  Easter 

falls  on  the  Sunday  following the full  moon  that  

follows the northern spring equinox and is called the 

Paschal full moon.  

Shops are full of Easter eggs. At least the shape 

does not vary even if the contents do;  but the most 

expensive parts seem to be the wrapping and the  

packaging.    Even quite a large egg may contain a 

disappointing filling.  Such is marketing nowadays. 

March has been a funny month.  A lot of rain has 

been followed by  frosts  that  were  much  needed  to 

destroy some of the bugs that would otherwise have 

survived the winter to ravage our plants and crops later 

in the year,  even if their positive contribution is to 

supply food for our birds. Earthworm shivers at the 

thought of a lurking magpie and dives into the warmth 

of his huge heap that is growing all the time –  not just 

from the weeds that have loved a mild winter but   

already from lawn mowings too.  

Then the latter part of last month  brought misty 

mornings and sparkling sunshine with temperatures 

rising to double figures.  A chance already to sit out-

side and enjoy the spring beauty that surrounds us.  

How lucky so many of us are to have evening skies 

unspoilt by light pollution and quiet days with perhaps 

only the hum of a tractor to break the silence or disturb 

the bird song that is now beginning in earnest:  black-

birds and thrushes with courting music and the robin 

tweeting away merrily. 

Taking to the outdoors seems to have really 

caught on.  There are bicyclists, single or in groups, 

big and small, clad in their stream-lined  Lycra  and 

spinning along our lanes so fast that perhaps they do 

not even register the lovely bunches of primroses that 

are gracing our roadside banks. Then there are the 

walkers too, some so in earnest with maps strung 

round their necks and poles in both hands, well shod in 

boots, the thermos and sandwich in their backpacks, 

that sometimes it seems they are hell bent on getting to 

their destination with heads down and never a look at 

the countryside or gardens that they pass. All very 

healthy, of course, but how much they all are missing. 

Weather  records  seem  always  to  be getting 

broken, perhaps by the amount of rain or the highest 

temperature for the season. It seems remarkable that 

records have been kept for as far back as the 1700s. 

Earthworm remembers heavy snow in the first week of 

April in 2008, and a hundred years ago exactly such 

heavy snow fell in early March with  high winds that 

swept  tiles from  roofs,  disrupted  railways and  left 

people dead, such that the troops who were trying to 

cross to the Western front were unable to travel. Who 

knows,  Earthworm muses, what will happen weather-

wise between now and April? 

 

Why Did the Chicken Cross the Road?  
 

Theological versions:  

- Billy Graham: the chicken was surrendering all. 

- Rick Warren: the chicken was purpose driven. 

- John Wesley: the chicken’s heart was strangely 

warmed. 

- John Piper: it was an act of Christian hedonism. 

The chicken realised that its greatest joy would only 

be found on the other side. 

- C.S. Lewis:  if a chicken finds itself with a desire 

that nothing on this side can satisfy,  the most likely 

explanation is that it was created for the other side. 

 

But how about: 
- Universalist:  all chickens cross the road. 

- Tim LaHaye: the chicken didn’t want to be left 

behind. 
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Hambledon’s Heritage HeroHambledon’s Heritage HeroHambledon’s Heritage HeroHambledon’s Heritage Hero    

Talks don’t come much better than the one which Stephen Dean, Lord of the Manor of Hambledon, 

gave at the Hambledon Heritage Society’s AGM on 16 March on the history and management  

of Hambledon Common.  How many of us realise how much the village owes to his dedication?

D 
id you know that a birch seedling can grow 

into  a 10ft tree in five years?    And that 

Hambledon Common, which was once dis-

missed as a relict, now supports three varieties of 

heather and gorse  and  three  species of 

snakes and  lizards?   It certainly could 

not have done so in the early 1990s, by 

which time the heather had disappeared 

under a carpet of bracken and  the  view  

to  the  South  Downs  was completely 

obscured by trees. 

Enter Stephen with his restitution 

project.  Bracken was sprayed and the 

litter removed.    Rabbit  fencing  went 

up to project the  heather seeds which 

had  lain  dormant for decades but 

which germinated once the ground was 

exposed to the light.  These were sup-

plemented by seedlings donated by St Dominic’s 

School in return for permission to run a sewage pipe 

under the common.  It was an un-tried programme – 

and it worked:  the heather flourished, the nightjar 

came back  and woodlarks re-appeared.   

Stephen can never rest on his laurels.  Birch 

seedlings are impervious to any herbicide which does 

not also harm heather so they have to be 

hand-weeded by Stephen, numerous dog 

walkers and the occasional volunteer 

working party.  It’s a Forth Bridge job. 

        Within the last few years, Stephen 

has also  reinstated a  part of  Busses 

Common to heath land.  All the self-sown 

pine trees were felled, the ground was 

cleared and the heather appeared within 

18 months. 

           It is a miraculous story (and will 

be fully told in the next issue of the 

magazine).  In the meantime, thanks to 

Stephen, the village can once again take 

pride in a structure surviving from a previous age in 

which  related species have reappeared – ie a thriving 

common, not a relict. 

The Godalming Time BankThe Godalming Time BankThe Godalming Time BankThe Godalming Time Bank    

Make a real difference, and have a rewarding experience at the same time, by becoming 

a volunteer with the Godalming Time Bank – a novel way of putting your expertise to work 

on behalf of those who have a real need of what you might be able to offer. 

W 
ould you like to share your skills and the 

hobbies you enjoy whilst at the same time 

helping others and making new friends?    

If so, how about joining the Godalming Time Bank for 

residents of Godalming and the surrounding villages? 

          Anyone can participate. It is a way for people to 

help others in the community and be rewarded for it in 

time. For every hour you give helping someone, you 

receive one time credit. You can spend these credits 

when you need help from someone else. Alternatively, 

you can save them or you can donate them back to the 

Time Bank to reallocate to another person who needs 

some help. 

          If you are already busy helping others in the 

community this does not need to be a regular commit-

ment.  Belonging to the bank means that you can be 

approached if your particular skills might help some-

one with matching needs, for example errands, craft or 

sewing skills, simple DIY, computer skills,  leaflet 

delivery, giving someone a lift or absolutely anything.  

          Everyone's time is valued equally. You may 

have needs but feel you can offer nothing back: if so, 

please get in touch and we will still be able to help. 

You may have lots to offer but feel there is nothing 

you need:  if so you can donate your time credits to 

others who might need extra help. 

          The Time Bank is for everyone.  It  helps 

strengthen our community by connecting people who 

don't already have a support network around them to 

provide them with help andassistance.  Social groups 

can be created;  even organisations can get involved. 

          If you are interested in finding out more, please 

contact the Time Bank Co-ordinator, Fiona Fyfe, on 

07717 618815 or navigator@godalming-tc.gov.uk. 

She can also be found at The Hub,  94  Godalming 

High Street on a Friday morning. 
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‘I 
 notice the table’s set for four,’ declares the 

policeman who has burst in upon the avowedly 

solitary Otis B Driftwood, alias Groucho 

Marx, in a memorable scene in A Night at the Opera. 

‘That’s nothing,’ says Groucho, whose three fugitive 

friends have just escaped to a balcony. ‘My alarm 

clock is set for eight.’  

‘Set’, you might  think, is one of the simpler 

English words:  easy  to  spell and easy  to  pronounce. 

It seems to hold no traps for the unsuspecting.  

You would think that foreigners would be untroubled 

by it. 

  You’d be wrong. ‘Set’ has a multiplicity of 

meanings  that  must  prove  just  as  difficult  for   

foreigners to master as the ending ‘-ough’, with all the 

pitfalls that attend ‘though’, ‘through’, ‘thorough’, 

‘tough’, ‘trough’, ‘bough’ and so on.  

Without, I guess, giving much thought to it, most 

of us use ‘set’ in several ways almost every day.    

Besides setting the table and the alarm clock, we may 

set  a record  (if we are fast)  or  a  scene  (if  we  are 

writers) or some seed (if we are flowers). We may also 

set sail, set our watches and set our teeth.  Hunters set 

traps.  Dogs set birds.  Jewellers set stones.  Teachers 

set homework.   Pyromaniacs set fires.  

Undertakers set bones. Compositors set type and 

composers set words to music. Hamlet did not set his 

life at a pin’s fee. When Mary Berry sets the sponge 

she leavens a lump of flour. And if her jam does not 

set, she can at least have her hair set. The sun also sets.  

         That is just the verb. Add another short word to it 

and the possibilities multiply. Consider this summary 

of a scene that for some reason was not included in A 

Night at the Opera. ‘Groucho set out his plan to set off 

before the rain set in, but a mile down the road he was 

set upon by furious creditors with rolled umbrellas. He 

had been set up. Fortunately, a passing driver gave him 

a lift and set him down not far from where he had set 

forth.  Refusing to be set back, he ordered tea and set 

to with gusto.’  

  No doubt, after setting the honey aside, he set 

the dog upon a rabbit, the cat among the pigeons, the 

pros against the cons and the curtains alight. It is 

unlikely that, when he declared he had set his heart on 

marrying Mrs Claypool (alias Margaret Dumont), he 

spent much time wondering whether this was the same 

use of setting  X on Y as when he said ‘So sorry, I 

have set your lovely home on fire’.  But it is possible. 

It is also pretty certain  that he set his expenses against 

his tax.  

  ‘Set’, of course, also comes as a noun and an 

adjective. Groucho, whose views on clubs were severe, 

would not have liked the smart set or the jet set, but he 

did play a set of tennis with Fred Perry and Charlie 

Chaplin. He was also a nifty dancer, stylishly doing 

the rumba, the Charleston and a bit of tango with two 

women at once in A Day at the Races, so it’s possible 

he would have set nimbly to his partner if the band had 

played a set of Scottish reels. It is not known what he 

thought of the badger sett. He was probably dead set 

against it.  

     English is a rich language. How is it then that 

one plain little word is made to do the work of what 

would in other tongues be countless different terms 

and phrases? The answer, it seems, is that ‘set’, like 

success, has many fathers. Its 75-column-inch entry in 

the shorter OED provides backgrounds encompassing 

late Middle English, Old Norse, Old French, Latin, 

Middle Low German, Old High German, Old Frisian, 

Dutch and Gothic.  Duck Soup, you might say.  

 

Unsettling problems Unsettling problems Unsettling problems Unsettling problems     

A word set to set a set of conundrums:   have you ever noticed 

why visitors to our country have problems with our language?  
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Check out Sam’s Easter recipes in the latest edition 

of the Liz Earle Wellbeing magazine.  

Food for your Brood and The Royal Marsden Cancer 

Cookbook are out now.   

You can like Sam’s Facebook page, “Food for your 

brood”, and follow her @samsgatesfood 

Or go to her website:  www.foodforyourbrood.co.uk  

FOOD FOR YOUR  BROODFOOD FOR YOUR  BROODFOOD FOR YOUR  BROODFOOD FOR YOUR  BROOD    
Gather your brood together 
and get cooking, sharing 

memories and laughter over 
plenty of good things to eat 

Biscuity little cakesBiscuity little cakesBiscuity little cakesBiscuity little cakes    

A good friend asked me to come up with some small cakes or biscuits to 

serve with coffee at a party to launch his new show room in Chelsea.   This 

called for something that could be make in advance and quickly cooked at 

the last minute.    

CHELSEA CAKES 

 

220 gr self raising flour 

1/2 teaspoon mixed spice 

1/4 teaspoon cinnamon 

80 gr golden caster sugar, plus more for dredging  

100 gr butter, diced 

40 gr sultanas 

1 egg yolk 

4 tablespoons milk 

1 teaspoon vanilla essence 

 

S 
ift the flour, spice, cinnamon and sugar into a 

large bowl.  Add the diced butter and mix to 

coat it with the flour mix.  Using your fingers, 

carefully rub the butter into the dry ingredients until it 

looks like fine breadcrumbs.  Stir in the sultans.  Mix 

the egg yolk in a small bowl with the milk and vanilla 

essence;   then,  using a knife,  stir  it  into  the  flour 

mixture to make a soft dough.   If it’s too dry, add  

another tablespoon of milk. 

Turn the dough out onto a lightly floured surface 

and roll it out until it’s about 1 cm thick. Cut out 4 cm 

wide shapes (I use a star or heart cutter, but a round 

one will work just as well).  Gather up the off-cuts, re-

roll and cut out more shapes.  Keep going until you 

have used all the dough. 

When  you’re  ready to cook the cakes, heat a 

frying pan or griddle and grease it very slightly.  Cook 

the cakes in batches for one-two minutes on each side 

until they are nicely golden, then drench them with the 

remaining sugar and eat them warm. 

Proof of the pudding is in the eating – visitors to 

Espresso Design wolfed them down at the rate of 

about 200 day during London Design Week.   

Does it help that we made them heart-shaped? 

Ben Jones, Head of Design at Espresso Design, an interior 
design practice at Chelsea Harbour in London, cooking 

Chelsea cakes during London Design Week 

 Welsh cakes were the inspiration – those yummy little dry-fried currant cakes 

sprinkled with sugar.   But due to the location of the new shop, I decided on a variety of the classic Chelsea bun 

from which my brown sugar and cinnamon cakes steal their flavours.   

The dough can be made in advance and kept in the fridge for a day if necessary.  The quantities given make 

about 30 cakes. 

Biscuity little cakesBiscuity little cakesBiscuity little cakesBiscuity little cakes    

A good friend asked me to come up with some small cakes or biscuits to 

serve with coffee at a party to launch his new show room in Chelsea.   This 

called for something that could be make in advance and quickly cooked at 

the last minute.    
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Exploring new territoryExploring new territoryExploring new territoryExploring new territory     

RamblersRamblersRamblersRamblers    

  

 

 

HambledonHambledonHambledonHambledon    

The long walkers went down to Sussex in March to explore a part of the 

country that was unknown to most of them, as Philip Underwood reports 

T 
his was a splendid walk, taking in new territory 

for most of us and in weather that was kind  but 

cool.   

We started off 

from the car park at 

Linchmere Common, 

ably led by Richard 

Appleby who, as well 

as being a Hambledon 

Rambler, is one of the 

Common’s Trustees.  

We learnt about the 

clearance programmes 

which produce wood for the heating of a local school 

and we met some interested onlookers. 

Our final destination was Shulbrede Priory.  This 

is a Grade I listed building which  was  formerly a 

mediaeval monastic house.  It became the home of the 

Ponsonby  family  in 1902.   Lord Ponsonby’s wife 

was the  daughter of the 

composer Sir Hubert 

Parry.  Several  of his 

piano pieces were musi-

cal portraits of family 

members, two of whom 

still live at Shulbrede. 

 From Shulbrede we went on to enjoy our usual 

pub lunch, this time at The Mill, Shottermill –  which 

we can thoroughly recommend. 

Thank  you,  Richard,  for  such  a  good and 

interesting day. 

And to all 

readers – most 

of our walks 

are from six to 

eight miles, but 

at a gentle 

pace.  So don’t 

be put off by 

the distance.  

Instead, come 

and join us. 

 

Next walk:   Tuesday 12 April 

Meet at the Village Hall at 9am 

The walk will be 6 - 7 miles (exact route yet to be 

 decided) and there will be a pub lunch 
 

Next short walk:   Tuesday 26 April 

Meet at the Village Hall at 2pm 

Leaders:   Sue and Tony 
 

Further details :  Derek Miller, tel. 01428 684362 

 

Sitting down on the jobSitting down on the jobSitting down on the jobSitting down on the job    

Hambledon Pedallers Hambledon Pedallers Hambledon Pedallers Hambledon Pedallers ––––    start of the new seasonstart of the new seasonstart of the new seasonstart of the new season    

Now in our 24th season and still going strongNow in our 24th season and still going strongNow in our 24th season and still going strongNow in our 24th season and still going strong    
 

We are a friendly cycling group that combines rural rides of 6 to 15 miles (later in the season), 
with a pub stop on the way. 
We normally start from Hambledon Village Hall at 6pm each Thursday evening, exploring quieter 
routes in Surrey and Sussex.  If you’ve been wavering, we can organise a “soft start” for you, or 
a bike check, or advice. 
We do hope you can join us and we would particularly like to welcome new members.  If you 
have any questions or would like further information, please contact either  
 
George and Caroline Pitt    or               Chris and Helen Juden 
O1428 682940                   01428 683302 
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    Saving the 503Saving the 503Saving the 503Saving the 503    

 Is it going to be on the buses or on your bikes?   Stewart Payne  has been fighting a            

stalwart battle on behalf of Hambledon residents to save their only bus, the 503,             

from extinction.   

T 
he fate of Hambledon’s only bus service, the 

503, will  be  decided  by  Surrey County 

Council in May and, unless the proposal to axe 

the  route is  overturned, it  will cease operating in 

September.  However, SCC has acknowledged the 

strong opposition to the proposal by Hambledon Parish 

Council and residents;   and it has indicated that it may 

be prepared to meet to see if there is an alternative to 

outright closure. 

In its latest Local Transport Review, SCC – 

faced  with  having to  make  budget  cuts – has  been 

examining rural routes in West Surrey with the aim of 

reducing the level of subsidy it pays to operators to 

keep the  services  running.   Under this  review,  it 

proposed scrapping the 503 which runs three days a 

week and connects  Hambledon  with  Milford,      

Godalming and Guildford. 

The 503  is  important  to  the  village and its 

immediate neighbourhood, and especially to some of 

its older residents and those without cars. Starting and 

ending at Lane End it connects Hambledon and 

Hydestile with supermarkets, banks and surgeries. 

Most of its users have bus passes but face losing the 

only bus on which they can travel. 

Under the review SCC has also consulted on a 

proposal to scrap the 523 bus service which operates 

twice a week to Milford Hospital from Godalming via 

Busbridge.  Like the 503, this is operated by Stage-

coach on behalf of the County Council, using low-

floor buses suitable for the elderly and infirm. 

In its submission Hambledon Parish Council 

urged the County to keep the 503. It also suggested 

that the 503 and 523 be merged to serve the new 100-

plus homes being built next door to Milford Hospital, 

together with other areas of new development, and that 

it  be re-timetabled to make it more widely available. 

The consultation period ended on 14 March.  

Since then SCC has contacted the Parish Council to 

say that it is holding further meetings with Stagecoach;  

that  it  will consider the proposals  put  forward  by 

Hambledon;  and that a meeting with Hambledon and 

Busbridge Parish Councils could follow.  SCC has also 

stressed that it must meet its savings target but  goes 

on  “there may well be ways to mitigate  some of the 

proposed impacts in certain communities.”  It has 

thanked Hambledon for its “positive approach” and 

has said that a meeting could be “useful”.  

In the meantime the County will examine all 

responses to the consultation. On its website it states 

“These will be fully analysed and the views of every-

one who took part will be taken into account when 

drawing up the final proposals with bus operators.  

This will ensure that vital savings will be made whilst 

maintaining as many of the services as possible upon 

which residents rely most.” 

A summary of the consultation results will be 

available on the SCC website early in April.  Final 

proposals will be considered by Cabinet, SCC’s deci-

sion making body, on 24 May.  Service changes will 

be announced in June, to take effect in September. 

I 
ncreased demand for essential services, coupled with reduced government funding, means that Surrey County 

Council is having to reduce its spending in other areas, including on the county’s 15 recycling centres.  This 

will enable the Council to make critical savings while still maintaining a comprehensive service for residents. 

The changes were decided after residents were given the opportunity to feed back their thoughts on a range 

of cost saving options.  As a result, opening hours will be slightly reduced at all centres and charges will be intro-

duced for non-household waste.   Alongside this there will be increased enforcement of  existing schemes to check 

that users live in Surrey and have a van permit where appropriate. 

From 1 April the Witley centre will remain open seven days a week.  On Saturdays and Sundays the opening 

time will be 09.00 (as opposed to 08.00 on weekdays).  Closing time will be 16.00 every day, winter and summer.  

Charges will be introduced for non-household waste (plasterboard, refillable gas bottles, tyres and large amounts of 

rubble), although there will be  a free allowance of one 25kg. bag of rubble per day.  These types of waste will 

continue to be accepted at Witley.   

For further information, visit surreycc.gov.uk/recycling.  

Changes at Surrey’s Community Recycling Changes at Surrey’s Community Recycling Changes at Surrey’s Community Recycling Changes at Surrey’s Community Recycling 

Centres (but not many at Witley)Centres (but not many at Witley)Centres (but not many at Witley)Centres (but not many at Witley)    
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P 
erennials, annuals and bulbs.  Container and 

hanging baskets can be planted up now in the 

greenhouse, to give them time to settle in before 

they are put outside at the end of May. It’s a good time 

of year to keep the weeds under control as it will make 

life easier for the rest of the season. Cut perennials 

such as penstemon, gaura and verbena bonariensis 

down to new shoots on last year’s growth. Consider 

planting Veronica umbrosa “Georgia Blue” which has 

a  rich  blue colour,  is a low spreading  perennial  

forming a semi-evergreen carpet and is best grown in 

semi-shade under shrubs or deciduous trees.  Slugs and 

snails will be out in force so, if you are planning to use 

pellets,  use  them sparingly  at the manufacturer’s 

recommended spacing; never be tempted to leave a 

pile of them;  and do cover them as pets and wildlife 

could be poisoned. Deadhead spring-flowering bulbs 

such as daffodils as they go past their best, to stop 

them wasting energy on producing seeds.  This will 

encourage them to flower again next year.   If the 

bulbs have failed to flower this year (known as “blind” 

bulbs) there could be several reasons.  So, let the 

leaves die back naturally as they are needed to make 

energy for next year’s flowers.  Sometimes bulbs are 

not planted deeply enough and could be vulnerable to 

drying out, so it might be an idea to replant them at 

two to three times their own depth.  It is also worth 

feeding them as the leaves die back with a high potash 

fertiliser such as a tomato one. Think ahead and plant 

summer-flowering bulbs such as gladioli.  Check that  

bulbs are firm and free from mould when you buy 

them.   The  more  tender  bulbs  such  as  dahlias   and 

eucomis are best started off in pots in a frost-free place 

and then planted outdoors in late May once the danger 

of frost has passed. 

Trees and shrubs.  Clip or hard-prune evergreen 

shrubs and hedges such as photinias, griselinia and 

prunus lucitanica.  Renovate shrubs such as hebes, 

fatsia and mahonia by reducing them to well-placed 

lower growth. For small spaces and small gardens 

there are shrubs that will grow to a much-reduced size:  

these include evergreens like daphne tangutica, ilex 

(holly) crenata and pittosporum tobira.  They can  be 

grown in containers as they have smaller root balls and 

a slower growth rate. Hawthorns are unsung heroes of 

the tree world – robust, hardy, long-lived yet slow 

growing.   They come as large shrubs or small trees;  

they possess a range of spring blossom colours; and, 

less widely appreciated, are their often spectacular 

features of abundant fruit and autumn leaf colours. 

Spray the new foliage of roses against rose mildew 

using products with a physical action such as SB Plant 

Invigorator, resorting to fungicides if this fails. 

Veg and Fruit.  April is a good month to plant out 

brassicas such as summer cabbage, cauliflower and 

calabrese.  Plant them firmly by pushing the soil 

around their roots and test that they are in firmly 

enough by gently tugging a leaf:  if it feels as if the 

leaf would break instead of the plant coming out of the 

soil, then the plant should be happy. Plant out early 

crops of peas that were sown in gutters in the green-

house. “Softneck” garlic can be planted until the end 

of the month; these have no flower spikes and often 

have more cloves to a bulb than “hardneck” ones.  

Sow quick growing crops such as lettuce between 

rows of slower growers as, if sown early enough, they 

will be harvested before they create any competition 

for the slower growers. Mulch fruit bushes and trees as 

this will really help to retain moisture in the soil for 

them to use later.  Raspberries have shallow roots that 

are vulnerable to drying out.  If the plants have not yet 

been fed,  now is a good time, before applying the 

mulch: use growmore or sulphate of potash. Consider 

growing blueberries in containers if the soil is not 

acidic.  Most varieties can be grown in pots: “Sunshine 

Blue”, “Duke” and “Northland” are particularly suited.  

Plant in ericaceous compost and, as plants mature, pot 

on gradually into bigger size containers until they are 

in pots 40-50cm across.  Thereafter, re-pot every two 

or three years in late winter.  Water regularly in dry 

spells, ideally with rain water, and feed monthly with 

an ericaceous liquid fertiliser in the growing season.. 

Lawn.  Scarify the lawn to get the moss and dead 

grass out;   then wait for rain to be forecast before 

feeding to encourage the strong growth that will get it 

into top shape for the summer. If you are creating a 

whole new lawn or are just fixing a few bare batches 

in an existing one, April is the month to either sow 

grass seed or lay turf, as the soil is beginning to warm 

up.  Take the time to prepare the soil and make sure it 

is flat and firm.  For a few months afterwards keep an 

eye on the weather, and later on the lawn when no rain 

is forecast, as new grass is vulnerable to drying out. 

Pond.  Check that the pump is working as the pond 

will be coming back to life again after the winter.  If 

the pump is playing up, switch off the power and 

check for blockages. 

Greenhouse.  As day temperatures rise open doors 

and vents, closing them at night. Water seedlings daily 

if needed. 

Planting and potting in full swingPlanting and potting in full swingPlanting and potting in full swingPlanting and potting in full swing    

April hath put a spirit of youth in everything –  William Shakespeare 
in April 

The Garden  
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Puzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle Page    
Crossword                                  

   Maze Word Search 

St George is Patron Saint of 
England, but he never  
actually came here.   
He was a Christian officer in 
the Roman army under  
Diocletian, who refused to 
abandon his faith during 
the Terror. George was 
therefore martyred in 
 Palestine about 300 AD. 
His courage became 
legendary, and St George  
became the example of a 
Christian fighting-man, a  
powerful helper against evil 
powers affecting individual lives.  He was the soldier-hero of the 
Middle Ages.   In the Golden Legend of the 13th century,  
Jacobus de Voragine tells the story of how St George helped rescue 
the people of Sylene in Libya from a dragon, especially the prin-
cess, who had been offered to the dragon as a sacrifice. With the 
dragon dead,  and the princess returned to her father the King, the 
people of Sylene converted to Christianity. 

   Sudoku   
    

Easy                     IntermediateEasy                     IntermediateEasy                     IntermediateEasy                     Intermediate                      

� 

� 

ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS  
        1111 Shove (4) 
        3333 Reside (4) 
        6666 Container top (3) 
        9999 Tooth doctor (7) 
10101010 (Had) consumed (5) 
11111111 Action of de- 
      facing (13) 
13131313 Ancient Jordanian  
      city (5) 
15151515 Place in the care  
      of (7) 
17171717 Chicken (3) 
18181818 Experiment, trial (4) 
19191919 Antlered deer (4) 

DOWNDOWNDOWNDOWN  
        1111 Notebook (3)  
        2222 Tunes with words (5)  
        4444 Gatecrashers (9)  
        5555 Fire, air, earth and  
      water (8)  
        6666 Allowed (3)  
        7777 Kirsten ___, US  
      actress (5)  
        8888 Hardline, politically (8)  
11111111 Opposite of ‘height’ (5)  
12121212 Explode, as a  
      volcano (5)  
14141414 Food can (3)  
16161616 Garment label (3)  

Answers to all puzzles on page 31 
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Seeing the lightSeeing the lightSeeing the lightSeeing the light    

On this month’s journey through a church building,  the Rev. Michael 

Burgess pauses to consider the significance of the magnificent screen 

at the east end of Wymondham Abbey in Norfolk 

I 
 am the light of the world says our Lord in St 

John’s Gospel.  He is the one who can bring sight 

and insight to those born blind and vision to those 

who feel that they live in a world of darkness.  In Him 

is the glory of God and life for all people.  

That  radiant  glory  greets those  who  visit   

Wymondham Abbey, as they  look down the main 

aisle to see the great gilded altar screen at the east end 

with  its  depiction  of  Christ  in  majesty  surrounded 

by our Lady and the saints.  Although the Abbey dates 

back to the 12th century, the screen is a 20th century 

addition and is the work of Ninian Comper, one of the 

most influential church architects of his day.  

In front of the screen is a large altar with a cruci-

fix and six tall, stately candlesticks. Their lights are 

signs of Jesus the Light proclaimed by the dazzling 

central figure on the screen behind. Originally candle-

sticks would have stood on the ground before the altar, 

or lamps were hung above. In the 14th century candles 

were placed on the altar.  

Aesthetic  judgment will vary from person to 

person, and some may find tall candlesticks like these 

obtrusive, detracting from the sacrament of the altar. 

Whatever their size, when lit they announce that Jesus 

is the true light, who welcomes everyone to find both 

nourishment and 

guidance for 

life’s pilgrimage 

in communion at 

that table.  Here 

at Wymondham 

Abbey I think the 

pilgrim visitor 

will find that the 

beauty and grace 

of these altar 

furnishings com-

plement the great 

mystery of divine 

light which is 

celebrated in 

Ninian Comper’s 

masterpiece. 

Wymondham Priory was  founded in 1107 by 

Henry I’s Chief Butler, and was built on an ambitious 

scale.  Caen stone was shipped across the Channel and 

the original nave, a scaled-down version of the nave at 

Norwich Cathedral, was 12 bays long.  An unusual 

feature of the foundation, and one which inevitably led 

to dispute, was the stipulation that the Priory, as well 

as housing a community of Benedictine monks, should  

also serve as the Parish Church. Unfortunately there 

were no directions as to who should have jurisdiction 

over which parts of the church:  when the Priory 

started to assert its authority over the whole building it 

was inevitable that the townspeople should resist.  By 

1249 matters had become so acrimonious that the Pope 

was called on to adjudicate exactly who was to have 

control and use of the various parts of the church.  

Nevertheless, despite his intervention, disagreements 

continued between monks and townspeople. 

As a Priory,  Wymondham was a dependent of St 

Albans Abbey but in 1448 a direct descendant of the 

founder petitioned the King for it to become an Abbey 

in its own right.  However, its independent status 

lasted for less than a hundred years;  along with all the 

other religious houses in England it was closed down 

by Henry VIII.  The former monastic buildings and the 

eastern half of the church were gradually pulled down 

and their stones sold off for re-use elsewhere.  The 

subsequent influence of Protestant beliefs led to the 

removal of statues, wall paintings, stained glass and 

other adornments.  The church interior must have 

seemed a shadow of its former self and during the  

next four hundred years the deterioration continued. 

By the end of the 19th century the church was in 

bad way, both structurally and as regards its furnish-

ings.  However, on the appointment of a new vicar, 

and with the support of a generous benefactor,  a major 

restoration scheme was put in hand in 1902.  This  

returned the Abbey to its former glory and culminated 

with the creation of the altar screen.  Ninian Comper, 

one of the last of the great Gothic Revival architects 

and whose commissions included a set of stained glass 

windows  in  the  north  aisle of Westminster Abbey, 

started work on the screen in 1922.  It was completed 

12 years later.  

    

    

GODGODGODGOD    
IN THEIN THEIN THEIN THE    

ARTSARTSARTSARTS    
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The age of cluttering, or notThe age of cluttering, or notThe age of cluttering, or notThe age of cluttering, or not    

Ross offers a stoical look at the disappearance  

 

of  rubbish  (if only…), the arrival of another sort  

of  clutter and the musings of a certain age 

L 
ooking out of the bedroom window across the 

fields towards Milford hospital, I can now see a 

“clutter” of red roofs, some finished and some 

half finished. All built on a road of which some parts 

are single track with no passing places. 

G.W.J. and I have lived here for around 30 years 

but most of the building seems to have started locally 

around 10 years ago. Not to mention the huge vehicles 

including artics heading towards the village or up Salt 

Lane. 

Perhaps I am turning into a grumpy old man? If 

so, let’s cheer ourselves up with a few “you know that 

you are getting older when...s”: 

When the Pope starts looking young. 

When you feel like the day after the night before 

and you haven’t been anywhere. 

When you notice that you and your partner are 

wearing matching sweaters. 

When  you  start  turning down the lights for 

economic reasons instead of romantic ones. 

When you start noticing that there is more hair in 

your nose and ears than on your head. 

When you are not offered a puff on the latest 

perfume in a department store. 

When your wife starts believing your excuses for 

getting home late. 

When you stoop down to do up your shoelaces 

and wonder what else you can do while you are down 

there.        

And  finally,  old  age  is  like  waiting  in  the    

departure lounge of life. Fortunately we are in England 

and we are bound to be late. 

And if you think Jan and I are looking young, 

may I suggest Specsavers, or several large gins… Ross 
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Keeping the garden safeKeeping the garden safeKeeping the garden safeKeeping the garden safe    

With the imminent arrival of British Summer Time, PSCO Dave Boxall suggests 

that some crime prevention advice with regard to gardens and around properties 

could be useful. 

H 
anging baskets are commonly stolen items, 

especially from the front of the house and 

even  more  from  outside  shops  and  houses 

that immediately front onto a street. 

The cheapest way of making them a little more 

difficult to steal is to thread a heavy gauge galvanised 

steel wire through 

the  basket,  the 

supporting chains 

and onto the 

bracket. Better still, 

purchase purpose 

made  security  

baskets. These 

comprise a basket 

with a centrally 

located steel rod 

which is placed 

over the wall 

bracket.  A padlock 

is then inserted 

through the end of 

the wall bracket to  

stop the basket 

from being un-

hooked. Make sure that the wall bracket is well fixed 

into the wall,  through the bricks rather than into a 

mortar joint.  

Trees and shrubs. 

Newly planted trees and shrubs are stolen on a 

regular basis because the clues are there to be seen. 

The soil around the new plant shows that it has been 

freshly disturbed and it may be that the plant label 

hasn’t been removed. There are a number of measures 

you can take to reduce your chances of a theft.   For 

example: 

Remove the signs 
Remove evidence of recently disturbed soil by 

washing down paths and drives.  Place bark around the 

planting area and a couple of metres either side of the 

new plant.  Remove the plant label.  

Use chicken wire 
Dig a hole for the root ball and then dig a larger, 

slightly shallower, hole around the outside so that it 

looks like an upturned cowboy hat. Lay a sheet of 

chicken wire inside the larger hole. Make two cuts 

across the centre of the chicken wire and fold up the 

wire to allow the root ball to pass through into the 

smaller hole that you have dug for the plant. Back fill 

the hole for the plant. Push the chicken wire back 

down on top of the root ball and use gardening wire to 

tie up the cut chicken wire so that only the stem of the 

plant is now coming through the hole in the wire. Now 

push the chicken wire firmly into the bottom of the 

larger diameter hole and over fill with the soil. Water 

thoroughly. This recipe for protecting a newly planted 

shrub has been passed down from crime prevention 

officer to crime prevention officer. I have never tried it  

so I don’t know how effective it might be.   If  you do 

give it a go, do let me know how you get on.  

Plant anchors 

There is a range of plant anchors specifically 

designed to protect new shrubs and trees. They consist 

of  a  high  tensile steel  cable which loops around the 

base  of  the  plant  and  is  attached   to  an   anchoring 

device which in turn is driven deep into the ground. 

The design is such that, if you try to pull it out, the 

hinged anchor tip digs into the soil around it and it 

won’t budge.  This can be a bit of a problem if you 

plant it in the wrong place!  However, these things 

generally work quite well as they  have to be dug out 

of the ground with the plant,  thereby buying you time. 

For large specimen trees and shrubs it is possible 

to anchor them into the ground using three or even 

four plant anchors. Once the plant has been placed into 

its planting hole corrosion resistant steel bands are 

placed over the top of the root ball. These bands are 

attached to the plant anchors, each of which is driven 

into undisturbed ground. This action will tighten the 

metal bands and pull the plant down into its planting 

hole.  Apart from making it difficult to steal, it will 

also help prevent the tree or shrub from being blown 

around  in  the  wind.   ‘Wind rock’ can impair the 

development of a plant and sometimes kill it. 

Similar systems, using metal bands and plant 

anchors which are available at some garden centres 

and websites, can be used to secure potted trees and 

shrubs to the ground. 

RFID microchips 

It is now possible to implant RFID 

microchips into rare and valuable 

trees and shrubs – and Bonsai. They 

are the size of a grain of rice and 

require no power supply.  Each is 

uniquely coded and can be read by 

scanners held by the police and  

other   bona  fide organisations.  

 Newly laid turf 

This  is often  laid  in rolls  and  is  equally  often 

stolen like that.  To avoid theft, slice it up immediately 

it has been laid –  and make sure that you order it from 

a reputable company in the first place!  
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Useful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone Numbers    
 

 

 

GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES 
 

Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR 
 Tel:     Doctors 01428 682218 
    Community Nurses 01428 685249 
   Health Visitors 01428 685249 
 

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG 

 Tel:     Doctors 01483 415885 
   

 Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ 
              Tel:     Doctors 01483 414461 
                         Health Visitors & Community Nurses 01483 415564 
 

Chiddingfold – Ridgeley Road, GU8 4QP 
             Tel:       Doctors        01428 683174 
                          Community Nurses      01428 683735 
 

HOSPITALS 
 

Royal Surrey County Hospital    01483 571122 
Milford Hospital    01483 782000 
 

Equipment for short term use 
Some items only required for a short time (usually 3 months) may be borrowed. Type of 
equipment available includes bed blocks, bed cradles, back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, 
bed pans, urinals. 
Contact: British Red Cross, Equipment Loan Centre, 
               Wey Court, off Meadrow, Godalming, GU7 3JE.  Tel: 01483 429253 
              Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm 
 
 

POLICE 
Police Community Support Officer: PCSO 13228 David Boxall            07967 986110 
Email address                                                                  13228@surrey.pnn.police.uk 
Urgent calls                                                                                                              999 
Non-urgent and crime reporting                                                                               101 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS 
 
Area 1 Mr Ross Kilsby Hydestile 01483 423637 
Area 2 Mr Arthur Blackman Church Lane 01428 683871 
Area 3 Miss Jane Woolley Woodlands Road 01428 684213 
Area 4 Mrs Caroline Pitt Malthouse Lane 01428 682940 
Area 5 Mr Alf Hammond Cricket Green 01428 683625 
Area 6  Mr John Tidmarsh Lane End 01428 682067 
Area 7 Mr Ion Campbell Feathercombe Lane 01483 860264 
Area 8 Mr Bryon Ware Hambledon Park 01428 289132 
 
UTILITIES 
 
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries) 0800 3169800 
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries) 0845 2780845 
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours 0800 0727282 
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours 0800 111 999  
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
 

Councillors John Anderson 01428 682666 
 Mary Grove 01483 415815 
 Karen Jones 01428 681339 
 Mike Parry 01428 682303 
 Paul Pattinson 01428 682000 
 Stewart Payne 01483 425250 
 Philip Underwood 01428 682742 
 
Clerk Jane Woolley 01428 684213 
 e-mail                                          j.woolley881@btinternet.com 
 

Surrey County Councillor   Mrs Victoria Young  0203 65015995 
 

Waverley Borough Councillors 
    Nick Holder                01428 682402 
    Anna James                 01428 682844 
 

GENERAL 
 

Borough Hall 01483 523333 
 

Cinema Borough Hall (Tickets & Information) 01483 523004 
 

Library 01483 422743 
 

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange  deliveries                          01428 682176 
 

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office                                                 01483 421267 
(and see page 3 for more information) 
 

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings    01428 683588 
 

Train Information 
Times and fares for all national services      0845 7484950 
 

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without  
transport, ring 01428 682959.  If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390  
 

VETERINARY SURGEONS 
 

Milford Veterinary Surgery 
37, New Road, Milford 01483 414747 
Rivendell 
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe 01483 421833 

In an emergency, ring either number 

 
Hambledon Village Shop & Post Office 

Opening Times 
 

 Shop Post Office 

Monday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Tuesday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Wednesday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Thursday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Friday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Saturday 9 – 1.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Sunday 9 – 12.00 Closed Closed 

8.15 – 5.30 

8.15 – 5.30 

8.15 – 5.30 

8.15 – 5.30 

8.15 – 5.30 

8.30 – 3.00 

8.30 – 2.00 
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Puzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle Solutions    

Sudoku  
 
  Easy                        Intermediate 

Crossword  Word Search    

George 
Patron 
Saint 

England 
 

Officer 
Roman 
Army 

Diocletian 
 

Terror 
Martyred 
Palestine 

Courage 
Example 
Helper 

Evil 
 

Soldier 
Hero 

Golden 
Legend 

 

Dragon 
Princess 

converted 


