
Hambledon Parish Magazine,  August 2016  Page 1 

 

 

 

 

August 
  

2016 
 

 

60p 

& Village News 

Hambledon Parish Magazine 

 

www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk 

St Peter’s Church 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  August 2016, Page 2 

 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  August 2016  Page 3 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER, HAMBLEDON 
 

 

Rector The Rev Simon Taylor 01483 421267 

                                                   simon.taylor@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Associate Vicar The Rev Catherine McBride 01483 421267 

 Mervil Bottom, Malthouse Lane,  

                Hambledon GU8 4HG  catherine.mcbride@bhcgodalming.org 
 

Curate  The Rev David Jenkins 01483 416084 

 6 Quartermile Road 

 Godalming GU7 1TG                   
 

Churchwarden Mrs Elizabeth Cooke 

 Marepond Farm, Markwick Lane 

 Loxhill, Godalming, GU8 4BD 01483 208637  
 

Churchwarden Alan Harvey 01483 423264  

 35 Maplehatch Close,  

 Godalming, GU7 1TQ 

  

Assistant Churchwarden Mr David Chadwick, Little Beeches, 

 14 Springhill, Elstead, 

 Godalming, GU8 6EL 01252 702268 
 

Church Treasurer & Gift Aid Dr Alison Martin 

 Tillies, Munstead Heath Road 

 Godalming GU8 4AR 01483 893619 

 

Sunday Services 
 

Full details of these and any other services are set out in the Church Calendar for the month,  

which is shown on page 5 
 

The Church has a number of Home Groups which meet regularly during the week at various locations.   

Details from Catherine McBride   Tel: 01483 421267 
 

Alpha details and information from  

The Rev Catherine McBride    Tel: 01483 421267  
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals contact  

Hambledon and Busbridge Church Office  

Tel No: 01483 421267 (Mon – Friday, 9.30am – 12.30pm) 
 

Where there is sickness or where a visit would be valued, 

contact the Church Wardens 
 

The Rector is normally off duty on Fridays 
 

The Associate Vicar is normally off duty on Fridays 

 

The nearest Roman Catholic churches are St Teresa of 

Avila, Chiddingfold (Fr Chris Bergin 01428 643877);  

St Edmund, Croft Rd, Godalming and St Joseph’s,  

Milford (Fr Michael 01483 416880) 
 

 

 

TO SUBSCRIBE AND HAVE  

THE MAGAZINE DELIVERED,  £6 per year  
 

PLEASE CONTACT:  MARY PARKER  

Telephone: 01428 682545 

 

 

Copy deadlines for the 

September magazine 
 

The deadline is Thursday 18 August 

 

Please send your copy to 

 

Jane Woolley 

Cobblers, Woodlands Road 

Hambledon GU8 4HL 

01428 684213 

email: j.woolley881@btinternet.com 

 

Advertisers, please contact 

Derek Miller, 2 Church Lane,  

Hambledon, GU8 4DS 

01428 684362 

email: dercyn@btinternet.com 
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I 
 have to admit there have been times in the past month when I’ve wondered if I’ve slipped into a 

parallel universe of some sort; the kind where everything looks more or less the same but where you 

gradually discover that things are very different from what you have come to expect.  I found myself 

in a universe where not only was the UK leaving the EU but Wales was in the semi-finals of the Euros 

and Andy Murray had won Wimbledon again.  All very strange. 

We all react very differently to change.  There are those who thrive on it and even crave it. If they 

haven’t experienced something new for a few hours then they start to get a bit twitchy.  Change for them 

means freshness, excitement, innovation, potential and possibilities.    By and large, though, us human 

beings are creatures of habit; we like stability and familiarity.  Changing channels on the TV is about as 

much change as we can cope with.  Change brings uncertainty, disorientation and, in extreme cases, 

fear; it’s messy, complicated and disturbing. 

But, as John F. Kennedy said, “Change is the law of life” and as a biologist I learned that the only 

organisms that don’t change are dead ones.  A certain amount of change is inevitable, even desirable. 

I don’t know how you voted in June, whether you voted ‘Brexit’ or ‘Remain’, but one thing’s for 

sure – things will certainly be different.  There will be change.  The question is, how do we deal with 

that change? 

There is a great letter in the Bible, written by St Paul to the early church in Philippi – it’s well 

worth a read.  At the end of the letter, Paul passes on some final words of advice which seem very apt 

for us today. 

“Let your gentleness be evident to all.” 

Psychologists describe four phases of reaction to change:  shock, defensiveness, acceptance and   

adaptation.  If we are un-phased by change and uncertainty we’ll skip most instantaneously to accep-

tance and adaptation. If that’s us then, ‘post-Brexit’, let’s aim to be gentle with those who are still in 

shock and feeling discouraged and apprehensive.  If the vote went the way we’d hoped, then let’s be 

gentle and gracious with those who feel hurt and disappointed.  If the vote didn’t go the way we hoped, 

then let’s be gentle and not respond with bitterness or resentment. 

“The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all under-

standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

If change fills you with dread, if the future feels fraught with uncertainty, then bring those feelings 

and fears to God. He can give us a peace of mind and calmness of spirit which is independent of the 

change happening around us;  because whatever else happens he is unchanging and his love for us is 

unchanging. 

“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.” 

Change may be inevitable, but that doesn’t mean all change is for the good.  We are called, both as 

individuals and as communities, to be both discerning and vigilant. 

Martin Luther King said “One of the great liabilities of history is that all too many people fail to 

remain awake through great periods of social change.  Every society has its protectors of status quo and 

its fraternities of the indifferent who are notorious for sleeping through revolutions.  Today, our very 

survival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant and to face the 

challenge of change.” 

God’s word calls us to aspire to qualities that are truly worthy of praise and admiration:  qualities 

like respect, integrity, wisdom, justice, compassion.  I truly pray that a changing UK will be somewhere 

which is praised and admired for those things.  I believe we will be answerable to God if it is not. 

God’s peace be with you,God’s peace be with you,God’s peace be with you,God’s peace be with you,    

Vicar’s Views –  August 

Catherine McBride,  
Associate Vicar, Hambledon and Busbridge  
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7th August 10.30 am Staycation Service at Godalming Bandstand 

11th Sunday after Trinity No services at Hambledon or Busbridge this morning 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 
14th August   9.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 

12th Sunday after Trinity 10.30 am Morning Worship 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 
(Saturday 20th August)  (No Prayer breakfast this month) 
 

21st August   9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

13th Sunday after Trinity 10.30 am Morning Worship 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

28th August   9.00 am Morning Prayer 

14th Sunday after Trinity 10.30 am Morning Worship       

  ____________________________________________________ 

 

 And in September 
4th September   9.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  
15th Sunday after Trinity 10.30 am Messy Church  
 ___________________________________________________ 

 

Services at St. John’s, Busbridge 

 
 8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 

 9.00 am Classic service: 

  Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays 

 10.30 am Contemporary service: 

  1st Sunday:  All Age 

  3rd Sunday:  Holy Communion 

  Groups for children of all ages in various locations – turn up and ask! 

 6.30 pm Benefice Evening Worship 
 

    

Now the Fete is overNow the Fete is overNow the Fete is overNow the Fete is over    
    

T hat was some weekend.  From Jane’s party on the Friday evening through to after midday on the Sunday 

when the Church service finished it was all go.  Thank goodness it is only every second year!  Financially it 

was all worthwhile.  The profit on the fete was £5,558 which will be distributed between the Cricket and Football 

Clubs after £500 is deducted for the Cricket Green Trust (they have no other income). 
 

As usual, the ball on the Saturday evening was a great  success, including financially.  The Village Shop was also 

extra busy, with nearly £1,000 being taken in the afternoon. 
 

For many it was hard and tiring work but thank you for all your efforts and contributions. 
 

Finally, we’ve fixed the date of the next one in two years’ time:  it will be on Saturday 23 June 2018.   
 

Philip Underwood 
Correction:  the band at the ball was The Likeness, not Toxic Sausage  

CHURCH CALENDAR CHURCH CALENDAR CHURCH CALENDAR CHURCH CALENDAR ––––        August 2016August 2016August 2016August 2016    

Stop Press:                                     Stop Press:                                     Stop Press:                                     Stop Press:                                     CHURCH CALENDAR CHURCH CALENDAR CHURCH CALENDAR CHURCH CALENDAR ––––        July July July July     
For those who read this before the end of July, please note a change to our previously advertised  

services – on 31 July there will now only be a 9.00am service at Hambledon;  

there will be no 10.30am service that day.  Apologies for any inconvenience this may cause. 
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PARISH & PEOPLE 

V 
illage news this month starts in Lane End 

where a daughter, Ava Eleanor, has arrived at 

2 Speedwell Cottages. Proud parents are 

Dusty and Mark Parker, with an equally proud brother 

Harris. 

Next door at no. 1 reminds us of Ian and Carole 

Davis. We remember with much affection Ian who is 

now a patient at Holy Cross Hospital, Haslemere.  Ian 

served on the Parish Council for a considerable time 

and has been a village stalwart, together with his wife 

Carole who has masterminded the bookings for the 

Village Hall  for many years.  Hambledon friends and 

neighbours wish to be remembered to Ian who is still 

able to make the occasional journey to the village to 

spend a few hours in his own home. 

There is sad news from the Almshouses where 

Mary and David Smith moved in last autumn as the 

tenants of newly-refurbished no. 1.  Unfortunately 

David’s health soon started to deteriorate and on 8 July 

he died in Frimley Hospital.  Mary will continue living 

at Russett Cottage and the Trustees of the Almshouses 

are  giving her whatever support and  assistance  she 

may need. 

Paul and Sheelagh Vacher have reached their 

45th wedding anniversary.   We all send them our best 

wishes and many congratulations. 

Looking back over many years – something like 

40, we suspect – reminds us of those who once formed 

the Hambledon Youth Fellowship.  Several of its 

members went on to make a career in the established 

church,   including  Andrew  Swan whose appointment 

as Canon of Southwark Cathedral has recently been   

announced.    Andrew is currently Team Rector of 

Caterham.  

H 
ambledon Parish Council is continuing to 

press for a review of the way the village bus 

service, the 503, operates to see if it can be 

made more commercially viable.  The route, which 

connects the village with Milford, Godalming and 

Guildford, is especially important to the elderly and 

infirm wanting to visit shops, banks and surgeries.  It 

is operated by Stagecoach, with a heavy subsidy from 

Surrey County Council, and has just been reprieved 

(for the second time) as a result of strong lobbying by 

the Parish Council and residents. 

 The Parish Council is now keen to see if 

changes can be made to increase revenue and prevent 

another cost-cutting exercise when SCC next reviews 

its subsidised bus operations.  The 503 currently runs 

on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, twice in each 

direction, beginning at Lane End at 09.15 and 12.15.   

Although a vital service for older residents, its timing 

and infrequency mean it is of no use to school children 

or commuters, despite its passing Milford Station and 

local schools.   

SCC has indicated that it is prepared to discuss 

the route with the Parish Council.  In the meantime, 

the new development of 100-plus homes known as 

Leithfield Park is nearing completion on redundant 

land next to Milford Hospital, just off the 503 route.  A  

planning condition required the developers to set aside 

money for a Hoppa community bus service to operate 

on weekdays twice daily, morning and late afternoon, 

stopping at Milford Station, local schools, Godalming 

College and Godalming town centre.  However, this 

service has yet to start, even though many homes are 

now occupied;  and the funding is only for two years.  

Hambledon and Busbridge Parish Councils have    

explored with Waverley Borough Council and Hoppa 

the possibility that it be absorbed into an enhanced 503 

service and also takes in the twice-weekly 523 from 

Godalming to Milford Hospital.   

Another possibility is for the Hoppa service to 

collect commuters in Hambledon en route from its 

depot near Witley Station to Leithfield Park so as to    

deliver them to Milford Station where car parking is 

now beyond capacity.  Discussions are at an early 

stage and an immediate obstacle is that money set 

aside for the Hoppa community mini-bus cannot be 

diverted to support the 503. 

The 503 has so far survived against the odds.  It 

will  be  under  threat again unless  passenger numbers 

increase.  Yet its infrequency means that it is not an 

option for many villagers who might otherwise use it.  

If a “new town” is built at nearby Dunsfold – as 

seems increasingly likely – our local lanes are going to 

become even more congested, especially on the Salt 

Lane and Vann Lane approaches to Milford and 

Witley Stations.   The Parish Council is determined to 

explore all options and suggestions from residents are 

welcome, including via the village website - 

www.hambledonsurrey.co.uk.  And if you would like 

to use the 503, its current timetable is available at the  

village bus stops, in the magazine and on the website. 

Is it a 503, a 523 or a Hoppa?Is it a 503, a 523 or a Hoppa?Is it a 503, a 523 or a Hoppa?Is it a 503, a 523 or a Hoppa?    
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The July Parish Council meeting took place after 

this issue of the Parish Magazine went to press;  but 

that does not mean that there is nothing to report.  On 

behalf of Hambledon, Stewart Payne has been keeping 

up his efforts to retain the village’s one and only bus 

service. All is by no means lost, as can be read in the 

article on the preceding page. 

Stewart  is  also  the  Parish Councillor who 

keeps a watching brief on the proposed development at 

Dunsfold Park.  On 19 July he attended the Waverley 

Borough Council meeting which approved the new 

draft Local Plan for publication.  His report follows. 

 

W averley Borough Councillors have overwhelm-

ingly supported a recommendation that its new 

draft Local Plan be published.  The plan, which sets 

out a strategy for housing up until 2032, allows for 

2,600 homes to be built on the site of Dunsfold aero-

drome.  Local parish councils, including Hambledon, 

have expressed grave concerns that,  unless sufficient 

infrastructure is in place,  a “new town” development 

at Dunsfold is not sustainable. 

A meeting of the full Waverley council on 19 

July was picketed by protestors who chanted and 

waved banners in protest at the plan as members    

arrived at the council offices in Godalming.  They 

were being asked to agree to a recommendation by the 

council’s executive that the draft plan be formally  

published to allow it to move on to the next stage – a 

minimum six-week period for representations to be 

made before it is submitted for examination by a    

government planning inspector. 

Three councillors abstained. The remainder 

voted in favour – even though many thought the Plan 

was flawed  –  to prevent central government taking it 

over and imposing its own targets.  To avoid this out-

come the plan has to be in place by early 2017. Waver-

ley’s earlier attempt at a Local Plan was rejected by a 

government inspector for not having met new housing 

targets. 

The owner of the airfield, Dunsfold Park Ltd, is 

currently applying to build 1,800 homes on the site, 

potentially rising to 3,400.  Hambledon and other local 

parishes in the area are concerned about the impact 

such a significant new housing development will have 

on narrow, rural lanes that surround the airfield site. 

The only major road in the area is the A281 which is 

already heavily congested at peak times in the     

Guildford direction. 

It is inevitable that people will look to “rat-run” 

on unsuitable single-track country lanes such as   

Markwick Lane, Salt Lane and Vann Lane to reach 

Witley and Milford stations, schools and surgeries, all 

of which are already stretched to meet existing local 

need. 

Hambledon Parish Council has objected to the 

current Dunsfold Park application on the basis of a 

lack of supporting infrastructure. It accepts the need 

for new homes but said the current proposals would 

put “severe and unacceptable pressure on an already 

overstretched transport network”.   The Parish Council 

has suggested that the planners and developers should  

consider reinstating the former Guildford to Cranleigh 

railway line – with a spur to Dunsfold – as a light  

transit  system to  help  alleviate  road  congestion   if 

development goes ahead.  Its full submission can be 

found in its pages on the village web site (documents 

library section). 

  In the meantime the parishes and the campaign 

group Protect Our Waverley (POW) will be keeping 

up the pressure on Waverley councillors when they 

come to consider the planning application and during 

the representation stage of the draft Local Plan. 

 

F ootpaths and bridleways have also been  matters 

for action.  Despite the cutting back that was done 

in May, the incessant rainfall up to early July has 

caused phenomenal growth, with bracken, grass and, 

above all, nettles, rendering some of tracks almost 

impassable. The worst affected has been the one from 

the Ashlands reservoir to Maple Bungalow (BW185, 

part of the Greensand Way).  Surrey County  Council 

is hoping to give this a second cut, together with 

BW189 (first turning to the right coming  up from  

Little Burgate Farm) and BW131 (from Horsehatches, 

going up towards Hydons Ball), early in August. 

 

Managing the countrysideManaging the countrysideManaging the countrysideManaging the countryside    

Too many houses proposed at Dunsfold Park;  too many nettles  

on the bridleways and footpaths.   Just some of the matters that  

have occupied the Parish Council during the past few weeks. 

 
Hambledon 

Parish Council 
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What’s happening . . .
 ..in and around the

 village
What’s happening . . .

 ..in and around the
 village

What’s happening . . .
 ..in and around the

 village
What’s happening . . .

 ..in and around the
 village    

Hambletots! 
We are a friendly, local baby and toddler group who meet on  

Wednesday mornings in Hambledon Village Hall from 10-11.30am 

Hambletots will next run on the 7th September Hambletots will next run on the 7th September Hambletots will next run on the 7th September Hambletots will next run on the 7th September (not August – Holidays)    

        We have toys for all ages, a baby area and we organise a craft activity for the older children. 

Mums, dads and carers with children are welcome along, even if they can’t make every week.  

The cost is £1 for each child under a year and £2 for each child over a year. Come and meet 

other local parents, carers and children over a cup of tea or coffee. 

   please call Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 Anthea Edwards 01428 684369 for more information  

 

Hambledon Village Hall Management Committee presents:                                                             
 

A CURRY ’n QUIZ NIGHT 

  .                                                          

Saturday 19 November, 7:30pm, in the Village Hall   Saturday 19 November, 7:30pm, in the Village Hall   Saturday 19 November, 7:30pm, in the Village Hall   Saturday 19 November, 7:30pm, in the Village Hall   •                    Bar, raffle & excellent curry  Bar, raffle & excellent curry  Bar, raffle & excellent curry  Bar, raffle & excellent curry      
    

Tickets £12.50 each, will be available from the Village Shop                
 

Come and be entertained, test your knowledge and enjoy  
                                                    good food, good beer and good company                     All proceeds to the Village Hall   

Walk & Pub Lunch Saturday 6 August*    Dig out  walking boots, 
and come and join us for a walk and pub lunch. Led by church member  

Chris Garner, a  2¾ mile walk at Sidney Wood, followed by lunch at the 

Onslow Arms in Loxwood.  Walk starts 10am  • Pub lunch at 12.30pm 
 

It’s a large ancient oak woodland containing part of the Wey & Arun Canal, with 
nationally important wildlife of valuable bird, butterfly and moth, beetle and bat 
populations. Birds include the Long-eared Owl, Lesser-spotted Woodpecker, 
Nightingale and Hawfinch. The butterflies include Wood White, the Grizzled & 
Dingy Skippers, and the rare Common Fan-Foot moth. The beautiful but elusive 
Greater Butterfly Orchid also grows there.   Start from Sidney Wood car park, 
just off Alfold Road, between Dunsfold Common and Alfold Crossways.  
     The walk is about 2¾ miles on the level, but it might be muddy if it rains in 
week before. Closest postcode: GU6 8HU    *Please reply if you can by 1 August Please reply if you can by 1 August Please reply if you can by 1 August Please reply if you can by 1 August     

    

    

Bowls & Games Wednesday 17 AugustBowls & Games Wednesday 17 AugustBowls & Games Wednesday 17 AugustBowls & Games Wednesday 17 August, Holloway Hill Bowls Club host a Bowls & Games in the afternoon for 
Prime Time at the Recreation Ground in Busbridge.  Come and try your hand at bowls, play board games in-
side the clubhouse or just enjoy sitting in the sunshine and chatting over tea and cake.  All warmly welcome.    

   

    

For both events: For both events: For both events: For both events: to book, or for more info: please contact Penny Naylor at the Church Office:  
Tel: 01483 421267 or email: penny.naylor@bhcgodalming.org.uk 
 

 

Prime Time offers a varied programme for anyone retired or semi-retired and is designed to cater for a diverse older gen-
eration.  For more details about this event or general enquiries please contact Penny Naylor as above.   

In July David Rose, Guildford historian, gave a fascinating insight into the history of Guildford 
through his collection of bottles and stoneware, many recovered from     archaeological digs in 
the local area, and also from old photos and merchandising.   
 

On Thursday 4th August, On Thursday 4th August, On Thursday 4th August, On Thursday 4th August, we’ve organised a ‘Alan Turing’ Alan Turing’ Alan Turing’ Alan Turing’ Walk 
around Guildford, to places significant to this founding father of computer science and WW2 
codebreaker, and the time he spent in the town with his family,  guided by Paul Backhouse, 
author of Alan Turing – Guildford's Best Kept Secret.   Meet at G Live at 2.30pm.  The 2½ 
miles tour lasts around 90 minutes; and includes some very steep hills.  A donation of £3 
each is requested, for local charities.  Tea and cake afterwards – provisionally to Bill’s in Angel Gate. All welcome 
but there’s a  limit on numbers,  so please email Kate if you would like to go on katekaye2@btinternet.com.   
 
 

Our chosen 2016 charity is The Meath Epilepsy Charity. For more: Janet Harvey 01483-423264, or Kate Kaye -415296  
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Guest Speaker:  Annie Sneller “Passport to Freedom” 

Annie worked for many years as a community nurse before diversifying into the world of mediation  

and conflict resolution. An experienced community mediator, she has worked extensively in schools 

across West Sussex with Peaceworks,  both developing and delivering  materials to train  whole school       

communities in collaborative conflict resolution.    Annie has been part of the leadership team of her 

local church for many years involved in pastoral care and teaching.  

      She has also been lucky enough to take several short term trips, supporting faith based projects, in 

countries including Ukraine, Grenada, Ethiopia, Gambia, Senegal and India over a period of many years. 

     Annie is married to Bob and has four grown up daughters and seven grandchildren at the last count. 

All are welcome!       We look forward to welcoming and seeing you at the West Surrey Golf Club 

where you can relax and chat amongst friends whilst having breakfast served to you.    

Vicki Hinde  Ladies Breakfast Team      vicki.hinde@btopenworld.com   

Saturday, 13 August  8.30am, at West  Surrey Golf Club, Enton   

Come along to our next     Hambledon Ladies’ Breakfast  

The Fundraising Committee of the Clockhouse, Milford cordially invite you to 

 

JAZZ on a SUMMER’S AFTERNOON 

with PG’s STOMPERS 

Sunday 14th  August, 12.30 – 4 pm 

£10 each, children under 16 FREE  

 

By very kind permission of Mr and Mrs Pat Coles at Upper Ridgeway Farm, Hyde Lane, Pitch Place, 

Thursley GU8 6QR.  Bring your own picnic: food, drinks, tables, gazebos, and make the day your own! 

No dogs, please. Entry into their beautiful secret garden by donation. There will be a tombola. 
For tickets and information please contact The Manager at the Clockhouse on 01483 420668 

Registered charity no: 1059045 

WAGs  WAGs  WAGs  WAGs      
    

Wednesday 17 August, 2 pm  Wednesday 17 August, 2 pm  Wednesday 17 August, 2 pm  Wednesday 17 August, 2 pm      
at: Sue and Tony Strudwicksat: Sue and Tony Strudwicksat: Sue and Tony Strudwicksat: Sue and Tony Strudwicks    

Little Oaks, Station Lane, MilfordLittle Oaks, Station Lane, MilfordLittle Oaks, Station Lane, MilfordLittle Oaks, Station Lane, Milford    
All enquiries:All enquiries:All enquiries:All enquiries:    

Cynthia 01428 684362 Cynthia 01428 684362 Cynthia 01428 684362 Cynthia 01428 684362     
or Sue 01483 428564or Sue 01483 428564or Sue 01483 428564or Sue 01483 428564    

Keeping cool at the last WAGs Keeping cool at the last WAGs Keeping cool at the last WAGs Keeping cool at the last WAGs     
on 20 July at Meadow Cottageon 20 July at Meadow Cottageon 20 July at Meadow Cottageon 20 July at Meadow Cottage    

            Coffee Morning  Coffee Morning  Coffee Morning  Coffee Morning      
Tuesday 16 August, 11am  in the Church Room  

 

and the third Tuesday each month 
    

All welcome – do come     

     More information from Jacqui Rook 01428 684390 

The breakfast is open to all ladies and we encourage you to bring along new friends, as well.  

Tickets £8 each are on sale in the Village Shop until Tuesday 9 August, 5pm  

Ever wanted to make sushi? On 15 September Ever wanted to make sushi? On 15 September Ever wanted to make sushi? On 15 September Ever wanted to make sushi? On 15 September Sam Gates demonstrates how to make sushi at the village shop & 
sign her book ‘Food for your brood’  Tickets £7.50 from the shop include a glass of wine/soft drink & a sushi 



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  August 2016, Page 10 

A 
s many of you will know, over the last two 

years Hambledon Village Shop has gone  

through a significant period of change and 

investment.   

A salaried manager was employed in early 2014 

and the loss for the year ending 31 January 2015 was, 

post depreciation, £6,386 as re-organisation got under 

way. Opening hours were extended, the range and 

quality of goods and services were improved and the 

volunteer regime went through significant change. 

Turnover increased dramatically (up 27% in one year) 

but so did costs, particularly wages.  In response to 

this,  Gill  Darbyshire  was  appointed Volunteer      Co

-ordinator in September 2015 and overhauled the run-

ning of the volunteer roster, including pro-active re-

cruitment and  effective  use  of communication tech-

nology.  

Trading improved in the summer of 2015 and the 

shop was profitable for a quarter when  business in the 

cafe improved  as  anticipated.   However,  loss-

making resumed in the period leading up to Christmas 

and accelerated markedly in January 2016. In addition, 

the refurbishment work which had started in October 

had a predictably negative effect on the bottom line. 

The loss for the year ending 31 January 2016 was 

£10,258. 

The previous Shop Manager, Jo Jazeel, resigned 

on 3 March 2016 and, following a recruitment process, 

Gill Darbyshire was appointed on 8 April 2016.  

Refurbishment work which, after successful 

grant applications, was funded by Surrey County 

Council and the Post Office, finished at the end of 

March 2016. For this we owe a debt of gratitude to 

Mike Parry for  his very efficient  leadership  of  the 

project management team.  

At the same time paid staff hours were reduced 

and the installation and data inputting of the new till 

(EPOS system) were accelerated.   The shop now 

monitors sales, purchases and expenses on a daily and 

weekly  basis,  thereby  minimising  wastage  and  

accurately managing stock. 

We are doing everything we can to encourage the 

recruitment and training of volunteers who are the 

lifeblood of the shop.    Sixty eight people are now 

involved in a voluntary capacity in some way –   some 

in multiple ways.     Last September there were 43 

volunteers.  To-day 54 people have a scheduled shop 

shift and that compares to 38 in September. We’ve 

even got a volunteer from Milford!   We are delighted 

that Wendy Knibb has agreed to take on the role of 

Volunteer Co-ordinator and she has been co-opted 

onto the Management Committee.  

Marketing efforts have included the use of free 

digital channels including Facebook, Instagram and 

the Hambledon village website, while signage has 

been improved. In particular we are grateful to Gill’s 

husband Jon Petersen for his knowledge and expertise 

in technology, coffee-making and just about every-

thing else. 

 Systems and controls have been introduced or 

up-dated. As an illustration, we are drafting a Staff 

Handbook - essentially a ‘How To’ guide for daily 

operations - and have in place, amongst other things, 

authorisation forms for staff to sell alcohol, a premises 

and age verification policy, hygiene procedures and 

food safety systems.  For all staff we are working on a 

disciplinary policy, a bullying and harassment policy, 

a social media policy, a staff grievance procedure and 

employment contracts. 

 Above all, we are making every effort to bring 

the shop into line with its ethos as a volunteer-led 

Community Benefit Society. 

 Trading this year, starting 1 February 2016, is 

progressing well. Although turnover is down 8.5% 

year to end May, due primarily to refurbishment work, 

pre-depreciation profits have swung from a loss of 

£3,477 in the first quarter last year to a profit of £4,257 

this year.  We are also cash positive, with £23,597 in 

the bank. 

Looking ahead, and after a period of relative 

instability, the shop’s ambition, under Gill’s sure-

handed direction, will be to maintain and nurture the 

volunteer ethos and to encourage enthusiasm among 

our  hardworking  and  dedicated  staff and  our  68 

magnificent volunteers.   This is a community asset 

worth fighting for. 

Prior to Tim’s report the meeting considered the 

accounts for the year ending 31 January and it was 

resolved that they should be adopted, subject to a    

reasonable period of inspection.  For this purpose they 

were posted at the shop from 8 – 18 July. 

The meeting also agreed that all members of the 

Management Committee (Tim Parker, Louise Rhodes, 

John Anderson, Wendy Knibb and Jane Moore  – the 

new company secretary) should serve for another  

year.  They need to be joined by a new treasurer so, if 

anyone is interested in taking on this role, do please 

get in touch with Tim Parker. 

For those who would like to keep abreast of the 

shop’s takings there is now a link on the village web-

site: http://hambledonvillageshop.co.uk/hvs1 (you 

need Google Chrome or Foxfire to open it) with its 

menu of Sales Charts, Sales Activity, Sales Reports 

and Top Sellers. 

Hambledon Village Shop Hambledon Village Shop Hambledon Village Shop Hambledon Village Shop     

The Annual General Meeting  was held on 7 July when about 40 

Members (shareholders) received the annual accounts for the year 

ending 31 January 2016 and the following report by the Chairman, 

Tim Parker, on recent developments.   
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In April Gill Darbyshire was appointed Hambledon Village Shop manager.  In her presentation  

to the Annual General Meeting on 7 July she told us what she’s learned so far and where she thinks 

the shop is heading in the short and long term.   

I 
’m new to retail so I’ve spent much of my time 

getting to grips with day-to-day operations such as 

dealing with suppliers, keeping  shelves  stocked, 

making sure the shop is staffed and 

fighting fires.  In all of this I’ve had a 

lot  of  help,  for  which  I am very 

grateful.   But  I’ve  also  learned   that,  

for  a  small business, the shop is a 

complicated little beast. 

First, it’s many shops in one.  

In no particular order it’s a conven-

ience store with approximately 3,000 

product lines across more than 20   

departments which include grocery, 

news agency, tobacconist and off-licence.  Then it’s a 

cafe which sells freshly-made sandwiches and salads, 

baked goods and hot drinks and which, in June,       

represented one third of the shop’s turnover.  Finally, 

on top of all that, it’s a Post Office. 

While this combination of businesses under 

one roof is not unique, it is rare – and especially rare in 

a rural village setting like ours. 

The second area of complexity is the shop’s 

staffing  model  with  its  mix  of  professionals  and 

volunteers.  Recruiting, scheduling and training a large 

number of people is an onerous task.  There are now 

almost  70  people  involved  in  keeping  the  business 

running. They include not only those whom you see in 

the shop day-to-day but also the teams who maintain 

the shop infrastructure, do the regular recycling runs to 

the tip and collect the soft fruit from Tuesley Farm 

every weekend (and, for those interested in these 

things,  the  shop  sold  almost  £3,000-worth  of 

strawberries and raspberries in the last two months). 

Some of the products we offer are complex 

but  have  to  be  delivered  to  a  consistently  high 

standard.  This requires a commitment and willingness 

on the part of volunteers to master the infamous coffee 

machine, meet high customer expectations and work 

under  pressure  at  busy  times.   For example,  on  a 

typical summer Sunday the cafe will serve up over 100 

baked-off items and around 60 hot drinks in the two 

hours between 09.30 and 11.30. 

So, why do we employ this staffing model?  

First, I think we all want the shop to be a community 

venture and I strongly believe the participation of so 

many villagers is what makes it so.  Secondly, it is 

probably the only model that is financially viable for 

the shop at its present stage.  And, despite all these 

complexities, it works.  The shop, in its current form, 

can be successful financially as well as an enterprise 

that the village can be proud of and enjoy using.   

We  have  evidence  to  support  this.  The 

financial performance has improved over the past three 

months and  staff costs have stabilised.  The growth of 

the cafe business demonstrates 

that we can  run a cafe success-

fully with volunteers. Finally, 

the number of volunteers who 

have been willing to undertake 

training on the coffee machine 

and generally get involved is 

very encouraging. 

       So where do we go from 

here? In the short term, if we 

believe in this model and think 

we can make it work, we need to keep tweaking it and 

striving for incremental improvements. Small in-

creases in footfall, transaction value and volunteer 

hours would all help to put  the  shop  on a firmer   

financial footing.   We  need  to  make  sure  that  the  

shop  provides an environment that makes people want 

to visit it more frequently and to tell their friends about 

it.  We must make sure that we provide the products 

people want, at competitive prices  but  at  a margin 

that protects our financial viability and with an       

emphasis on local produce that differentiates us from 

our competitors. And we need to maximise the amount 

of time that is contributed to the shop by  volunteers. 

In the longer term, we need to ensure that the 

shop becomes more resilient and less dependent on 

individuals.  We can do this by implementing systems, 

processes, best practice, training and a culture that can 

be  shared  with  everyone  and  easily  passed  on  by 

current members to new members.  We must also 

document and share our knowledge about how the 

shop works so that any number of  people can  step in 

and  not have to re-learn everything from scratch. 

In summary, the village shop that we have 

currently has some complexities that make it a special 

challenge.  It is many shops in one and is operated by a 

mix of professional staff and volunteers.  But these 

attributes are also what make it such a valuable asset 

for Hambledon.  As a community we get a Post Office, 

a cafe, a shop and a sense of belonging that comes 

from being involved in running or patronising all of it 

– and preferably both.   

The real challenge is to create something that 

will be resilient to change and continue to thrive 

through the collective effort, skills and imagination of 

the many rather than of a few individuals. 

So, in conclusion, thanks to so many of you 

for your time and for being involved in Hambledon 

Village Shop. 

HVS HVS HVS HVS ––––    a  complicated little beasta  complicated little beasta  complicated little beasta  complicated little beast    
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I 
t's not often (is it ever?) that I can report three 

wins in a row, but that is precisely what we 

achieved with an emphatic victory at home against 

Loxwood. Buoyed by the previous win against 

Ashtead and an earlier crushing one against last year's 

champions Abinger, the skipper won the toss and did 

not hesitate to bat first and go for another maximum 

28 points.  

We got off to calypso start on a very warm and 

muggy day with Wes Pusey blasting 39 in next to no 

time and Ryan adding another polished 45. Nobody 

passed 50, but almost everyone got into double figures 

(Sean 18, Andy 30, Mark 24, Mark P 38 and Rob 12 

not out). The star turn was Mark Parnell who provided 

some much-needed impetus at no. 8 to rattle off his 

quick fire 38.  This allowed us to declare on 235 off 42 

overs, giving Loxwood not only a chance to win but 

also providing our bowlers with something substantial 

on which to go to work.  

Following an epic tea from Rob Houston (loved 

the fruit salad and double cream!), we were ready for 

the big push to victory. Wes Pusey and Bobby Luff 

opened the bowling and applied the pressure from the 

outset. Wes bowled quickly but without any success 

whilst at the other end Bobby Luff was picking up 

wickets galore! Two of his wickets were actually 

caught in the slips, one by Sean B and the other by 

Ben P which in itself is quite extraordinary as most 

slip catches historically are missed completely or 

spilled as it tends to be the domain of the over-50 club! 

A youthful slip cordon seemed to do the trick on this 

occasion.  

Bobby ended up with 4 for 40 off his 10 overs.  

This was a tremendous effort but, sadly, once again, 

one wicket short of that elusive Strudwick Cap that he 

covets so badly.  Euan Pusey turned in another  fault-

less bowling performance with 3 for 10 off 6 overs.  If 

he continues in this vein – and there is no reason why 

not – this could be the first time a 14 year-old wins the 

league bowling award.  

We were going through the batting at such a 

rapid rate that Chase Pusey only got to bowl 1.3 overs, 

but he managed to whip out the last two batsmen to 

seal the win for Hambledon in emphatic style.       

Loxwood were dismissed for 124 off only 26.3 overs. 

28 points in the bag and up to 4th in the league table. 

Once again, another team effort that saw everyone 

chipping in with valuable performances. Well done 

also to Rob Houston who continues to keep wicket 

with great agility and took three catches to add to his 

flawless 12 not out  – which may upset Woody! 

For the Senior cricketers the season is now two 

thirds  of  the  way  through  but we  are  still  keen  to 

welcome new players of all ages to the club so please 

mention it to friends and encourage them to come 

along to play friendly but competitive cricket. Also, 

don’t forget we also have a Friendly XI.  So if you 

fancy turning out, please contact Club Captain Mark 

Burton or Friendly Captain Peter Woolley (details on 

the Club’s pages on the Hambledon Village web site).  

The Junior section of the Club held its end of 

season match and BBQ on a lovely summer afternoon/

evening on Friday 8 July. There were over 100 parents 

and children on the cricket green, starting with the 

normal coaching sessions and followed by games with 

the parents. Our thanks go to all the organisers of this 

event.   Although the junior season finishes at the end 

of July, we still need volunteers to help with all the 

groups.  If you can assist in any way please contact  

Caroline Tristem or one of the junior team managers 

(details on the web site).  

The first of the four monthly draws for the The 

200 Club will be held in August.  Good luck to all 

those who have signed up. 

Three league wins in a row Three league wins in a row Three league wins in a row Three league wins in a row     

Can we make it four?  Dorking, here we come! 

Mark Burton reports on the most recent of the three  

successes, against Loxwood on 17 July 

 

Hambledon Nursery School, an Outstanding-rated 

nursery school, is seeking a replacement for one of its 

Trustees who, due to other commitments, is planning 

to stand down.  

Trustees are drawn from different areas of     

village life and in this instance we are seeking one to 

fulfil the role of "village trustee": someone living in or 

near the village who is passionate about the success of 

the school and the part it plays in the local community. 

Board members need to commit to six evening 

meeting a year, where they bring their own experience 

and judgement to educational and management issues.  

They may also like to attend other nursery highlights 

such as nativity/leaver’s service/‘fun’ events. 

 If you would be interested, please contact the 

School Secretary, Stephanie Campbell, by e-mail at 

office@hambledonnurseryschool.co.uk and we will 

arrange the appropriate further conversations. 

Trustee for Hambledon Nursery SchoolTrustee for Hambledon Nursery SchoolTrustee for Hambledon Nursery SchoolTrustee for Hambledon Nursery School 
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E 
arthworm continues to moan about the weather.  

Who doesn’t with the dismal summer to which 

we have been treated to so far?  One notes that 

he is ever-optimistic that things may change – and 

soon he hopes, as the schools break up for their     

summer holidays as we go to press.  He knows full 

well that there is not much one can do about it.  Or is 

this so? Climate change seems definitely linked to 

energy conservation and this is something in which we 

can all play a part.  If we do,  not  just  nation but   

world wide, we could make a difference.  

Pollution also plays a part.  The new London 

Mayor will try to control car emissions which may 

well help our capital city’s polluted atmosphere and, 

we hope, lower both the devastating number of deaths 

that stem from this and also the number of health  

problems that arise and create a huge expense for the 

NHS. 

Not only is it a grim summer weather-wise but 

politically, economically and in relation to escalating 

violence. Who has not been horrified by the events in 

Dallas, Nice and Turkey, asks Earthworm?   What 

about all the European migration problems and the 

continuing fighting in the Middle East?  The Chilcott 

report makes astonishing reading even if one did think  

(and Earthworm certainly did) that we went to war on 

flimsy and unreliable evidence. Tony Blair may well 

stand up and apologise but that does not compensate 

for those who lost their lives and the families who 

were destroyed. 

The summer is not enhanced by the Brexit result. 

Did   the   thousands   who   voted  “leave”  really   not 

appreciate the problems that  “out” would bring? 

While many were not entirely happy with the EU (and 

Earthworm was certainly one of these) and the dictats 

that stem from Brussels, there was much that was good 

and the chaos and problems  that  a  new  government 

faces are frankly formidable.  

Perhaps the one event that has made Earthworm 

think there is something of which we can be proud and 

which raises a smile is not just the men’s singles at 

Wimbledon but the mixed doubles too!   

Enough of politics, thinks Earthworm from his 

huge heap. The rain (and the occasional sun) have  

certainly made everything grow, even if the former has 

spoilt the roses!    

Summer?  What summer?Summer?  What summer?Summer?  What summer?Summer?  What summer?    

Weather, pollution, politics, economics, violence – it all goes  

from bad to worse.  The only thing that Earthworm can find to  

cheer about is Wimbledon.

 

O 
n 4 July Harry Clarke, butterfly recorder for 

Surrey,  visited  Hambledon  and  Buss’s 

Commons.  As well as the usual Meadow 

Brown  and  Large  Skipper,  he found  two Small 

Coppers and, best of all, two Silver-studded Blues 

which  had  recently  also been recorded by Robin 

Bassett of the Amphibian and Reptile Conservation 

Trust.   

The  Silver-studded  Blue is a rare heathland 

butterfly, confined to small colonies in England and 

Wales.  It owes its name to the male whose wings are 

blue with a dark border on the upper side but with 

black, orange and green spots (“studs”) and flecks on 

the underside.  The female is brown but, like the male, 

also has distinct metallic spots on her hind wings.   

Silver-studied Blues have declined substantially 

since the 1970s and are now of conservation concern;  

so finding them on Hambledon Common is especially 

good news.   They are dependent on the Small Black 

Ant (Lasius niger) throughout their larval and pupal 

stages.  The ants feed on the honeydew-like liquid 

secreted by the larvae.   In return, the ants take the 

larvae down into their nests and protect them. The ants 

nest in bare un-shaded spots such as those parts of the 

Common where rabbits keep the vegetation short and 

expose areas of open ground.  The butterflies emerge 

in June and feed on the nectar of the bell heather and 

cross-leaved heath, which are in flower during their 

flight season.  It was around the bell heather where 

Harry and Robin saw them. 

As seen on Hambledon CommonAs seen on Hambledon CommonAs seen on Hambledon CommonAs seen on Hambledon Common    

It’s not just smooth snakes, slow worms and sand lizards that are 

returning as a result of Stephen Dean’s conservation work.  The 

latest exciting arrival is the Silver-studded Blue butterfly. 
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Puzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle PagePuzzle Page    
Crossword                                  

ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS ACROSS  
  1 Make do (4)  
  4 Personal pastime (5)  
  7 Amount (3)  
  8 Finnish steam bath (5)  
  9 Armed citizenry (7)  
10 Accountant’s  
      document (11)  
14 Calculated by amount    
      used or done (3,4)  
16 Not qualified (5)  
17 Four-wheeled vehicle (3)  
18 Stay temporarily (5)  
19 Was aware of (4)  
 

 
DOWN DOWN DOWN DOWN  
  1 Barrel (4)  
  2 Corpulent (5)  
  3 Directness (9)  
  4 Thirty minutes (4-4)  
  5 Flying mammal (3)  
  6 Calendar’s duration (4)  
  7 Avoid embarrassment (4,4)  
11 Pixie-like (5)  
12 Milky birthstone (4)  
13 Pack away in the hold (4)  
15 Peculiar (3)  

Answers to all puzzles on  page 35  

   Maze 

   Sudoku   
    

Easy                     IntermediateEasy                     IntermediateEasy                     IntermediateEasy                     Intermediate                      

 Word Search    

This will resume  
 

in September 
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T 
he Dons have started their pre-season for the  

up-coming season.  They are running three  

Saturday Adult teams together with a Vets 

Sunday morning team.  This means that they are once 

again on the look-out for people to join them, both on 

and off the pitch.  So, whether you are the next Messi 

or available to help behind the scenes please get in 

touch. 

You can contact Club Secretary Matt Kiley at 

hambledonfc@gmail.com or on 07557 479349. 

Alternatively, come down to Badger Park to take 

in a game and enjoy the fabulous new club house.   

All the Club’s fixtures are posted on the website        

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/hambledonfc/ which is 

up-dated on a regular basis with information about up-

coming and new games. They’re also listed in the  

Surrey Advertiser. 
 And don’t forget that the club house is available 

for hire:  just get in touch if you are interested. 

The preThe preThe preThe pre----season is under wayseason is under wayseason is under wayseason is under way    

And you thought footballers had time off in the summer – how wrong  

you were!  It’s business as usual at week-ends down at Badger Park.   

I 
t’s all change at Surrey Police – not just people but 

also what they do.   In common with many other 

parts of the country, burglary and car thefts are 

down but higher priority is being given to domestic 

and cyber crime.  There have also been substantial 

budget cuts which have taken their toll on numbers.   

A new local policing model, Policing in your 

Neighbourhood, has therefore been introduced to   

provide a more pro-active approach to changing crime 

patterns whilst maintaining the commitment to local 

policing and keeping the public safe. 

Neighbourhood matters are now being tackled by 

Safer Neighbourhood teams which include Police 

Community Support Officers (PCSOs). Unfortunately 

for Hambledon, PCSO Dave Boxall, is moving on but 

his replacement will be advised as soon as possible 

and during the interregnum the other five PCSOs on 

the Waverley Western team will keep an eye on the 

village.   There will be no more monthly police reports 

in the Parish Magazine or to the Parish Council;  but 

the latter will be informed on an as-needed basis of 

any crimes or other mishaps relevant to Hambledon so 

that these can be published in the Magazine and posted 

on the village website.  There will also be an on-going  

police presence at (and report to) the Parish Assembly. 

The Active Citizen Scheme, the vehicle for   

disseminating information to members of Neighbour-

hood Watch, has been closed down and replaced with 

a new on-line system called In The Know.   Whereas 

the former provided village-specific data, the latter 

covers the whole of Surrey and Sussex and over the 

past month has provided us with alerts on just two 

topics  – the sale of fraudulent tickets for the Rio     

Olympics and fraudsters placing fake letter boxes on 

residential properties.   Not exactly matters of local 

interest.  

All of this makes it even more important that 

incidents are reported on 101 or 999.  We have been 

assured that more staff have been assigned to Surrey 

Police’s central (telephone) contact centre, so it is to 

be hoped that calls will be answered and dealt with 

reasonably quickly.    

Although they now have no formal role to play, 

the names and telephone numbers of Hambledon’s 

Neighbourhood Watch members will continue to be 

published in the Parish Magazine and they would like 

to be kept informed of  happenings in their particular 

areas.  So if you are unlucky enough to be a victim of 

a crime, as well as reporting it do please inform your 

Neighbourhood Watch member and your immediate 

neighbours.  

In letting the Parish Council know about his  

departure Dave Boxall referred to his time as our 

PCSO “as an interesting few years on the area which I 

have enjoyed tremendously … I regard it as a privilege 

to have met you all and I wish you  good  luck for  the 

future.”  Sentiments which we all reciprocate.  On   

behalf of Hambledon the Parish Council has thanked 

Dave for looking after the village so well during the 

last eight years, including the monthly articles he   

contributed to the Parish Magazine;  and has sent him 

the village’s best wishes.  We shall all miss him. 

Policing Policing Policing Policing ––––    21st Century style21st Century style21st Century style21st Century style    
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I 
t’s been a rubbish summer so far which is hard for 

us beekeepers to accept as we all put in hard work 

to get our colonies through the winter and strong 

enough to bring in the rewards during the main honey 

flow in summer, only for the weather not to pitch up – 

like a bad blind date!  That is, until late July. 

Anyway, enough of my ranting.  I have plenty of 

honey for family and friends and, so far, enough to 

meet local demand at the village shop. Currently the 

bramble and sweet chestnut are in flower with the 

grand  finale  coming  shortly from the Himalayan 

Balsam which is the pretty pink and white flowering 

plant that grows along our UK waterways and in fact is 

an invasive weed but……shush!!….. we beekeepers 

love the plant as it makes great tasting honey.  All we 

need now is just one week of hot weather and we’ll 

treble our annual harvest.   Come on! 

A few weeks ago I got a call-out to friends in 

Feathercombe who had a little swarm of bees land high 

up in a yew tree. The old 17th century saying “A 

swarm in July is not worth a fly” may have been true 

then as sugar was considered a fine spice and very 

expensive; so feeding sugar syrup to accelerate her 

laying would not have been an option.   I relish the 

opportunity to nurture any small swarms as they could 

provide your best laying queen. Anyway, that swarm, 

which was barely the size of a large grapefruit, is now 

housed in a polystyrene hive and is already expanding. 

I said in my last article that I suspected one of 

my “homemade” queens might be failing.  Well, she 

did and had to be replaced with one purchased from a 

reputable queen breeder.  The crazy thing is, when I 

opened up my hive last weekend I was faced with 

queens cells and my purchased queen strutting about 

calling (piping) to other soon-to-be emerging queens 

within the hive.  Never a dull day, I can tell you!   So 

in I went and broke down all the queen cells but, on 

carefully dislodging one from the comb, out hatched a 

virgin queen onto my hand.  With a pair of legs (well, 

three pairs actually!) like that and one sexy booty, I 

had no choice but to find this Lady (see photo) a new 

residence, which I did by giving her two frames of 

bees from a large hive and we’ll see how she performs. 

The next challenge we face at this time of the 

year is the onslaught of wasps (yellow jackets). They 

can overrun a small hive and clear them out of brood 

and honey in no time at all so one has to be careful to 

reduce the size of the opening, according to the size of 

the colony of bees.  This year I’m trying out traps 

made by Waspbane as they seem to get good reviews.  

Our garden is looking more and more like an 

airport each day, given the aerial activity above it.   

 Some colonies have four honey supers boxes on 

whilst the smallest consist of only two frames of bees. 

For me, raising new colonies is the fun part of bee-

keeping and something from which I get a tremendous 

amount of enjoyment.  On hot days (2016 excluded!) 

the hum of the bees in the garden gives me some    

assurance  that  at  least  our  bees  in  Hambledon  are  

doing well when others elsewhere may not be. 

The three flowering trees I planted last year in 

the corner plot near the village shop are doing well and 

even more so since some of oak trees next to them 

were removed – for some reason. We should extend 

this to make the area next to the shop attractive as 

ever. 

Lastly, I would like to introduce another one of 

our Hambledon beekeepers who is also from Roundals 

Lane, Adam Kennedy (sorry, no photo), and share a 

bit of his interest in bees.  He writes: 

“I first learned about the tribulations of  bee 

keepers through my grandfather who kept several 

hives at Kingston Maurward College in Dorchester in 

the early 90's.  On moving to Hambledon I was kindly 

given an empty hive in need of some restoration by 

Arthur Frearson and, with the capable assistance of 

Wayne McIntyre, I acquired my first colony. Since 

then I have increased this to four hives  with  varying 

degrees of success.  The community of beekeepers in 

Hambledon has been extremely generous to me:  I 

encourage  anyone  interested  in  keeping bees to 

reach out as there is a wealth of local knowledge and I 

believe all our gardens do better because of them.” 

If any swarms arrive in your garden this summer 

please ring me on Mob: 07876 683332.   If you have 

any other beekeeping queries, you can e-mail me on 

artofbeeing1@gmail.com. 

New lady at New lady at New lady at New lady at No 9 (No 9 (No 9 (No 9 (not just no.10)not just no.10)not just no.10)not just no.10)    

Now it’s the era of the girls and queens –  not just one or two, but  swarms.   

 Our trusted village bee-keeper introduces a grapefruit sized swarm to a modest  

 low overhead des-res made of polystyrene and he also welcomes some hot weather. 

of BEEing  

 The Art  
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E 
ach month we have been making our way 

through the church building and pausing to 

ponder different areas.   This month we look up 

to the roof and ceiling.   In Gothic buildings our hearts 

are lifted high as the architecture soars upwards, trying 

to touch the very skirts of heaven.  By contrast the  

Norman churches of an earlier age seem weighed 

down by stonework with heavy pillars and simpler 

windows. 

This August we travel to a church consecrated 

much later – in 1907.  St. Andrews has its roots in the 

industrial prosperity of Sunderland in the late 19th 

century when the growth in the shipbuilding industry 

led to a huge demand for more housing.  As the town 

started to sprawl outwards, so the Edwardian seaside 

resort of Roker grew up around the public park.  The 

need for a new church soon followed. 

An appeal was launched in 1903 and shipyard 

millionaire John Priestman stepped in as the principal 

benefactor.  This probably accounts for the vivid sense 

of an upturned boat as we enter the nave.   

Priestman was also a man of radical taste and 

strong individualism; and he certainly had access to 

some of the leading Arts and Craftsmen of the age.   

The architect was Edward Prior and in St Andrew’s he 

produced his masterpiece – a church now recognised 

as one of the best of the early 20th century.  His design 

features simple yet stunning architecture, designed to 

ensure that worshipers saw and heard everything that 

happened.  “A bold and imaginative experiment which 

has triumphantly succeeded” was John Betjeman’s 

verdict on a building which has also been described as 

the “Cathedral of the Arts and Crafts Movement”.   

Pevsner went so far as to say that St Andrews was  

architecturally “one of the most interesting churches in 

England”.  

The building abounds with riches.  The  stone 

font was carved by Randall Wells and the wooden font 

cover  is  the work of Robert  “Mouseman”  Thompson 

of Kilburn.  There are stone plaques around the walls 

with lettering by Eric Gill and the mother-of-pearl and 

ebony lectern was designed by Ernest Gimson.  But 

our eyes are drawn to the east end where the  reredos 

tapestry,  designed  by  Morris and  Burne-Jones and 

produced by Willliam Morris & Co. at Merton Abbey, 

provides an eye-catching backdrop to the Sanctuary.  

Then, above, there is the ceiling by Eric Gill’s 

brother, MacDonald, that proclaims the glory of    

creation.  The sky is studded with stars and the moon 

and surrounded by trees and undulating lines of water.     

In the centre the sun is a bril-

liant light, fitting for the east 

end.  From the clouds we can 

see the creative hand of God 

raised in blessing.   It is the 

opening chapter of Genesis that 

is portrayed in colour and shape 

above us;  and it is there that  

we read that God rested on the     

seventh day.   

As we give thanks for the glory that we see in St 

Andrew’s Church and in our world around, we can 

hear George Herbert’s hymn telling us how a life of 

work and rest should always be permeated by praise:  

Sev’n  whole  days, not one in seven,  I will praise 

thee. 

The stained glass windows in the church are by 

H A Payne and the carpet leading up to the altar, by 

William Morris, is still walked on, as it should be – he 

created beautiful objects to give pleasure in use, not to 

be stored out of sight in museums.   

The  church  is  of  national and international 

interest because of its arts and crafts influence.  It is 

also an inspiration to people to be creative to-day, with 

much of that inspiration coming from the ceiling of an 

upturned boat.  

From ships to ceilingsFrom ships to ceilingsFrom ships to ceilingsFrom ships to ceilings    

This month the Rev. Michael Burgess gets his inspiration from 

St Andrew’s church at Roker, near Sunderland – a wonderful 

monument to the Arts and Crafts movement. 

    

    

GODGODGODGOD    
IN THEIN THEIN THEIN THE    

ARTSARTSARTSARTS    
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T 
he  ‘interregnum’  is  now  over   and   what  a 

tremendous response we have had from our 

customers, with the first two weeks being two 

of our busiest ever (despite a quiet Sunday with Mr 

Murray on court and a bit of a Brexit hangover for a 

couple of days).  

At the end of June we had the great privilege of 

being taken out on the town (that’s Shoreditch, not 

Godalming) by four of our longest serving girls, Kitty 

Murphy (Witley), Clover Reshad (Chiddingfold), Issy 

Rawson (Chiddingfold) and Meg Aslett (Grayswood) 

– two ex-Rodborough and two ex-Woolmer Hill. What 

a fab time we had with these exceptionally hard-

working, highly efficient and lovely ladies who have 

served many of you over the years and have become 

an adopted family to us. All are off to pastures new – 

Issy is finishing her Masters, Clover is half-way 

through her politics degree at UCL and Meg is going 

travelling.   However we want to reserve a special 

mention for Kitty.  This tiny little dynamo, who started 

here three weeks before her 15th birthday,  provided 

the accomplished ballet parts in a couple of otherwise 

shambolic pantos; was always cheerful; and must have 

worked more front-of-house shifts than anyone else 

over her seven-year tenure.   Kitty is a talented artist 

who  has  won a much coveted place at Central St 

Martin’s. We wish her all the very, very best (even 

though we are insanely jealous that she is spending the 

summer in Vietnam and Myanmar). 

Speaking of art, our Summer Exhibition this 

year starts on 4 August (come along that evening and 

meet the artist).  Many of you know Becky Grove but 

how many of you have seen her paintings? They are 

really quite something and very different, especially 

for fans of the Western. 

 After a spectacularly successful tapas night a 

few weeks ago, we have now decreed that Saturday 

Night is Tapas Night at the Merry Harriers. It’s all 

going down very well so do come along (perhaps the 

weather is making us all pine for the Mediterranean). 

We are also running a draw every lunchtime – if you 

pick the Golden Ticket, your main course (for up to 

four people) will be on us. 

The August Quiz Night will be Tuesday 23rd. 

 

T 
he following is an extract from a recent article 

in the Publican’s Morning Advertiser. We 

make no comment on it – it’s simply a sign of 

the times but it’s well worth reading. 

“This week the only pub in the near-by village 
will be sold at auction to the highest bidder who is 

widely expected to be a property developer.  With 
the knock of a hammer, hundreds of years of    
history and the heart of a community will be wiped 
out.  The villagers had looked into buying it but the 
asking price was too high to make it viable.   

“As property prices in the south east soar, the 
sad truth is that pubs, no matter how successful, are 
worth more as development sites than as on-going 
businesses.  

“We bought the Snowdrop Inn from Punch 
Taverns in 2009, in the middle of a property slump. 
We got it for under £305,000, considerably less 
than half the price that Punch had paid eight years 
before.  Two years of hard work, imagination and a 
great  deal of  goodwill  resulted in the pub turning 
over £1m and employing more than 20 people. 

“Two years ago a three-bedroom terraced 
house opposite sold for over £500,000.  Three 
similarly sized properties could be built on the 
Snowdrop’s footprint.  Our worst business decision 
(although  we  don’t  regret  it)  has  been  to  create  
a successful business rather than fail and knock the 
pub down. 

“When we tried to buy the Roebuck Inn in 
Laughton we were only able to raise what the pub 
was worth as a business so we were easily outbid.  
Then a lady from the village asked us if we would 
be interested in taking a lease from her, the new 
owner of the Roebuck.  She had bought it to ensure 
that it remained a pub. 

“We pay a rent that is sustainable, the owner 
has invested in the building and we have a good 
relationship.  She has been keen to see the business 
prosper but does not expect a major return on her 
investment soon.  Unfortunately such community-
minded angels with the financial means to make 
such a commitment are very few and far between.  
 “The contribution that a well-run local 
makes to the social, economic and cohesive well 
being of small communities cannot be overstated.  
Unfortunately, as long as there is so much more 
money to be made from  destroying than saving 
country pubs, they will always be at risk.” 

 

[Tony Leonard and Dominic McCartan run the 
Snowdrop Inn, Lewes and the Roebuck Inn, Laughton, 
East Sussex.] 

 
Cheers!               Colin & Julie 

The Merry HarriersThe Merry HarriersThe Merry HarriersThe Merry Harriers    

     This time it’s a story of ends and new beginnings as 

     Colin and Julie settle back into running the show –  

      and so far it’s so good. 
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F 
ew people name their  houses but every single 

pub you sit in has a name.  A tourist asking for 

directions for number 204 South Parade, 

Matlock, Bath would be met with a bemused look. 

Now if they asked for The Fishpond,  it would be 

a different story.  Britain’s most famous pub, The 

Rover’s Return on Coronation Street, doesn’t even 

have a number. (Ken lives at number 1, next door.) 

The Hobbits drink at the Prancing Pony in Bree and 

Discworld inhabitants at The Broken Drum in Ankh 

(alternatively named The Mended Drum, depending 

upon its current state of repair).  Pubs always have 

had, and always will have, names.  The oldest drinking 

establishment in England is Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem, 

a name derived from mediaeval 

knights who used to pop in (for 

a swift half no doubt) on their 

way to the Crusades. ‘Trip’ here 

means ‘stop’ as in ‘tripped up’ 

which stops you – unless there’s 

a long flight of stairs involved 

afterwards. 

     Once established as the hub 

of the community, pubs prolifer-

ated faster than literacy so most 

were given names which made 

them easy to remember or    

identify with.  They were also given large pub signs 

with descriptive pictures to get round the fact that a        

majority of those searching for a pub by its name 

couldn’t read.  Hence The Crown: picture of a crown.  

The Royal Oak:  picture of an oak tree, with a crown. 

The Rose and Crown: picture of a rose with... (you’ve 

got it), a crown. Pub signs often have humour attached 

to them. The Black Swan in Stratford-upon-Avon has 

signage stating The Black Swan on one side and The 

Dirty Duck on the other. Some pub signs to this day 

aren’t very PC.    There’s a nice roadside pub in 

Horsehay, Shropshire called The Labour in Vain with 

the signage depicting a black child sitting in a tin bath 

attempting to wash away the colour of his skin . How 

do they get away with that? 

The name of a pub often tells a story. Last year 

saw me in the Three Legged Mare in High Petergate, 

York, but the pub sign showed some kind of over- 

engineered gallows and not (as expected) a horse   

devoid of one appendage. That area of York was 

known for executions using the ‘three legged mare’ 

gibbet, although the locals affectionately refer to it as 

the Wonky Donkey –  but what do they know?   A 

further story can be found at  The Quiet Woman in Earl 

Sterndale which is named after a woman who was   

decapitated in the nearby church by her brother. Her 

body then picked up its recently dismembered head, 

placed it upon the altar, then promptly keeled over and 

expired.  She allegedly haunts the place, albeit quietly. 

Pub names equally macabre include The One 

that Almost Got Away, which is opposite the cemetery 

in Rochdale,  and  The Bucket Of Blood in Hayle, 

Cornwall which refers to an 

incident two hundred years ago 

when the landlord went to draw 

water from the well but instead 

drew up a bucket filled with 

blood.  It transpired a recently 

deceased corpse had been 

thrown down there by persons 

unknown – and never caught. 

The most bizarre name 

I’ve come across is The Legend 

of Oily Johnnie in Winscales, Cumbria. It used to be 

called The Oak Tree but the  landlord changed it in 

honour of a regular patron   (the  eponymous  Johnnie)   

who  used  to  sell paraffin on the premises. 

Meanwhile, The Skiving Scholar in Plymouth is 

aptly situated right outside the main University       

campus.  Strangely, the pubs with the shortest and 

longest names in Britain are both in Stalybridge: Q Inn 

and The Old Thirteenth Cheshire Astley Volunteer 

Rifleman Corps Inn.  Make sure that the meter’s not 

running when you direct a taxi there. 

Some names are a humorous play on words, such 

as The Nobody Inn in Doddiscombsleigh, Devon and 

the (now sadly closed) Nowhere Inn Particular in 

Croydon. (Imagine the phone call: “Where are you?” 

“Oh, nowhere in particular dear. . .”. The word ‘Inn’ is 

a limitless source of toilet humour when applied to pub 

names. To mention but a few of these I give you the  

unambiguous Cock Inn (Wellington Salop), the guffaw 

inducing Olde Cock Inn (Didsbury) and the Fawcett 

Inn (Southsea). It can be used 

less vulgarly, such as the Hop 

Inn (many of these), Letters Inn 

(Thornton, Cheshire), Barge 

Inn (Long Eaton) and Dew 

Drop Inn (Ilkeston).  Do Drop 

Inn if you’re in Ilkeston, but no 

barging. Anyway it’s getting on 

a bit so I’m nipping off to 42 

Jackson Road, Matlock to catch 

last orders. Doesn’t sound right 

does it? Pubs just have to have 

a name!            

Tony Farrington 

Magpie does a literary pub-crawl around the land, from  

the peculiar via the bizarre to the plain odd – but all worth a 

pint or three. 

What’s Inn a Name?What’s Inn a Name?What’s Inn a Name?What’s Inn a Name?    



Hambledon Parish Magazine,  August 2016, Page 20 

altered and improved in the 15th century and restored 

in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

We did have some rain but hardly enough to  

justify wearing rain gear which was soon discarded as 

the rain blew away. 

Lunch at the Cricketers provided a fitting end to 

a most enjoyable walk.  Thank you Richard for      

organising another memorable outing. 

D 
ire warnings of inclement weather once again 

resulted in only a few hardy souls deciding to 

go ahead with the walk.  Having met our   

intrepid leader Richard at the Cricketers pub near 

Duncton it was best foot forward and we were soon 

walking past Burton Park.  Originally built in 1831 for 

Henry Basset, Barton Park served for many years as a 

girl’s school. Like many others in Sussex, the mansion 

has now been converted into luxurious apartments.   

The pretty church standing nearby is one of the 

smallest in Sussex.  It was built in around 1075,     

                                                Despite the weather Despite the weather Despite the weather Despite the weather ––––        

             the long walkers are venturing far and wide these days.  Not content

  with exploring the local countryside (or do they now know it all too well?),                                 

       on 12 July they went down to a lovely part of Sussex, as Derek Miller reports. 

 

RamblersRamblersRamblersRamblers    

  

 

 

HambledonHambledonHambledonHambledon    

Next  long walk:  Next  long walk:  Next  long walk:  Next  long walk:  Tuesday 9 August.  Meet at the Village Hall 09.00.  Leader:  Helena 

Short walkShort walkShort walkShort walk:  Tuesday 23 August.  Meet at the Village Hall 14.00 

Further details of walksFurther details of walksFurther details of walksFurther details of walks:  Derek Miller, tel 01428 684362 

The Hambledon Village Shop Data MineThe Hambledon Village Shop Data MineThe Hambledon Village Shop Data MineThe Hambledon Village Shop Data Mine    
 

A 
ll the volunteers at the shop will be familiar with the till. Its basic functionality is to process the items in a 

customer’s basket, sum their value and take a payment. But a side benefit is that a record is kept in a data-

base of every transaction so we are able to get some valuable insights into the nature of trade at the shop. 

At top level the takings continue to grow month on month as we progress through the summer. At £27,900, 

June’s were the highest of the year and 3% up on June 2015. At the time of writing it looks like July’s takings will 

be close to £30,000, in which case it will be the best month in the history of the shop and compare favourably with 

July 2015’s takings of £28,400. July has also provided the shop’s busiest day with takings of over £2,000 on fete 

day (18 June).  The deli/cafe business continues to grow and was 32% of turnover in June. 

Here are a few other things we’ve learnt from the till data: 

• On average a customer purchases 3.7 items at a value of £6.50. 

• Saturday is the busiest day in the shop.  Monday is the quietest. 

• 10.00  – 12.00 is the busiest period in the shop every day of the week. 

• The busiest hour of the week is 10.00 – 11.00 on a Saturday. 

• The best selling item in the shop, every month, is a take-away filled bap. 

• On a summer Sunday the shop will sell 60 croissants (40 on a Saturday). 

• Daily Mail readers outnumber Guardian readers 11 to one. 

• The Magnum Classic is Hambledon’s favourite ice cream. 

• Ready Salted is Hambledon’s favourite crisp flavour. 

• Customers who buy raspberries also buy strawberries 43% of the time, but customers who buy strawberries 

only buy raspberries 25% of the time. 
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in August 

The Garden  

T 
his is the time to sit back and enjoy the garden.  

Also to cut hedges, to prune fruit and to keep  

watering pots and hanging baskets.  
 

Perennials, annuals, bulbs: keep deadheading spent 

flowers on all plants to encourage more flowers.  

Hanging baskets and containers need frequent        

watering and deadheading to keep the plants happy 

and  new flower buds coming.  Lavender are happiest 

in full sun, with no watering and certainly no fertiliser 

or manure of any kind, but they do like a free draining 

soil and, if soil is acid, lime every three years.  When 

flowering has finished,  cut back the old  stems plus 

about 2.5cm/1in of this year’s growth, inducing a new 

flush of growth that needs time to harden off  before 

winter.  After frost in spring, this can be trimmed with 

shears to tidy up the plant.  Do not cut into older wood 

as it will not re-shoot. Take cuttings of short-lived 

penstemons and tender salvias as they may not get 

through the winter. Start planting daffodils, Cochicum 

and Lillium candidum, as they all put out roots now. 
 

Trees and shrubs: cut hedges. Some hedging plants 

need only a trim once a year; others are faster growing 

and need two or three trims. This is the last chance to 

cut conifer hedges, as later would increase the risk of 

die-back. Prune wall-trained pyracanthus and shorten 

side-shoots to two or three leaves from their base to 

show off the berries. With rambling roses take out a 

third of the oldest stems at the base, then shorten side-

shoots by about two-thirds. If space is tight, cut out all 

the stems that have flowered and tie in new growth.  

Prune shrub roses that flower only once after 

flowering. Take out one or two of the oldest stems at 

the base and remove any twiggy growth to improve air 

circulation to help   

prevent fungal diseases 

and to encourage    

v i g o r o u s ,  f r e e -

flowering growth.          

       The spotted laurel  

is such a useful shrub 

for shade but it hates 

too much water  in 

winter. This can result 

in blackening of the 

leaves and shoots: if 

that happens move it to 

a better drained spot or 

position it on a mound; 

alternatively  improve 

the soil by mulching. 
 

Veg and Fruit:  As early July has been so wet, look 

out for blight. This can be a devastating disease on 

both potatoes and tomatoes; it produces large, dark-

brown spots on the leaves that quickly spread and kill 

the plant.  For potatoes, as soon as there are signs of 

blight cut off all foliage to prevent the spores from 

reaching the tubers, then wait for at least two weeks 

before lifting any of them so that viable spores lurking 

in the soil surface don’t contaminate the tubers as you 

lift them. Then check regularly for any that are rotting. 

For tomatoes, cut off any leaves at the earliest signs 

and keep continue to be vigilant.  With tomatoes cut 

out the growing tips when the plant has about six to 

eight fruit trusses. This will stop it from producing 

more fruit and will encourage the fruit it has to grow 

large and ripen.  

Give sweetcorn plants a nudge (light shake) to 

ensure good pollination on windless days so that the 

male seeds at the top of the plant can pollinate the        

tassels below of the female part that will produce the 

cob.  This helps the individual kernels to develop.  

Sow parsley to last until spring and basil indoors 

on a sunny windowsill. For strawberry plants, after 

fruiting cut the leaves off – and the runners too if you 

don’t want to make more plants. Remove all straw or 

mulching sheets but, to keep strawberries productive, 

it is worth starting again with new plants every three to 

four years. If the plants are healthy you can save 

money by propagating your own new ones by rooting 

the runners that are produced after fruiting. Either peg 

these down into the surrounding soil and lift when they 

have rooted or peg them into pots of compost instead. 

When you plant them in their new bed, they should go 

in 30cm (1ft) apart in rows 60-70cm apart.  

With summer-fruiting raspberries cut back all the 

fruited canes to the ground but leave this year’s new 

canes for next year’s fruit. Plums, apricots and cherries 

fruit on both new and older growth so only remove any 

weak or damaged shoots – but this should be done in 

summer to avoid the trees getting silver leaf which can 

enter through the cuts if done any later. 
 

Pond: With dry weather the water level can drop so 

top up when needed. Rake out blanket weed and thin 

oxygenating plants if too crowded. 
 

Compost heap:  green waste such as veg peelings 

needs to be mixed with an equal quantity of  “brown” 

or “dry” waste such as shredded paper, cardboard, 

woody prunings or even sawdust to create a balanced 

compost mix. Turn the heap over every couple of 

months to speed up the composting process. 

“Wherever you live, you can create your own personal private paradise that  

will put a song in your heart and fill every day of your life with joy.  Make sure 

you don’t miss out!” Geoff Hamilton, who died twenty years ago on 4 August 

Hoping for hot summer sunHoping for hot summer sunHoping for hot summer sunHoping for hot summer sun    
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                        Broad bean and chorizo pasta Broad bean and chorizo pasta Broad bean and chorizo pasta Broad bean and chorizo pasta     

                        salad with roast pepper saucesalad with roast pepper saucesalad with roast pepper saucesalad with roast pepper sauce    

Check out Sam’s “Weekday Suppers” recipes 

in  the  latest  edition  the  Lis  Earle  Well-

being magazine.    Sam’s books “Food for 

your Brood”  and  “The  Royal  Marsden 

Cancer Cookbook” are out now.  

Pre-heat the oven to 160 degrees/fan 140 
 
Lay the tomato halves and the two whole peppers 
out on a baking tray.  Sprinkle with salt and pepper 
and pour over just two tablespoons of the olive oil.  
Turn the vegetables in the oil until they are         
thoroughly coated and place the try in the oven for 
50 minutes until they start to caramelise. 
Meanwhile fry the chopped chorizo on a medium 
high heat until slightly crispy.  Allow to cool slightly, 
then set aside 
and pour the red 
oil which has 
leached out dur-
ing cooking into a 
mini processor. 
Remove the tray 
from the oven 
and place the      
peppers in a plas-
tic bag until they 
are cool enough 
to handle.  Peel 
the skins off the 
peppers, remove 
the seeds and 

                        Broad bean and chorizo pasta Broad bean and chorizo pasta Broad bean and chorizo pasta Broad bean and chorizo pasta     

                        salad with roast pepper saucesalad with roast pepper saucesalad with roast pepper saucesalad with roast pepper sauce    

There aren’t a whole lot of veggies in my garden but this year I managed to get 

n an early strip of broad bean plants and they’ve  delivered a bumper harvest.  

So I’ve had to come up with stacks of recipes that appeal to both bean lovers 

like myself and the slightly more veggie-wary members of the family. 

INGREDIENTS 

 

500g baby plum tomatoes, halved 

2 large red peppers 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

4 tbsp olive oil 

150g spicy chorizo, halved lengthways, then 

chopped 

1 tbsp balsamic vinegar 

 

2 flat cloves of garlic, crushed 

1 tsp honey 

Juice of one lemon  

500g fusili or other twirly short pasta 

4 tbsp chopped fresh chives 

Small pack of fresh basil, ripped roughly 

300g cooked broad beans, pods and grey sleeves 

removed 

This recipe was the answer as it combines pasta, 

spicy chorizo with a tangy sauce and lots of fresh, 

sweet broad beans.   I know it’s naughty to pod and 

shell new season beans but they taste and look       

gorgeous if you do,  bringing a vibrant lime green 

sparkle to the pasta and making you feel healthy just 

by looking at it.  Serve with a fresh summery side 

salad.  Feeds four. 

stalks and add the flesh to the chorizo cooking oil in 
the mini processor.  Pour in the remaining two table-
spoons of olive oil plus the vinegar, garlic, honey 
and lemon;  then whizz until you have a smooth 
sauce. 
Cook the pasta until it’s al dente, drain well and 
pour into a large, deep serving bowl. Pour the sauce 
over the pasta and mix well.   Finally, mix through 
the tomatoes, scatter the broad beans over the top 
and sprinkle with the basil and chives.   Season with 
salt and pepper and serve.  

PS:  have you ever wanted to make sushi? 
 

On 15 September I will be demonstrating how 

to make sushi rolls at Hambledon Village 

Shop and signing copies of my book Food for 

your Brood.  

 

You can buy tickets at the Shop.  They  cost 

£7.50 and include a glass of wine or a soft 

drink plus a sushi taster. 
 

www.samgatesfood.co.uk 
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    Brexit, computers and bikes Brexit, computers and bikes Brexit, computers and bikes Brexit, computers and bikes     

Ross, having complained about pushbikes, now sings the praises of the  

motor variety.  But he curses computers and the dire effects of Brexit 

T 
he  “Stick Ross and Jan in the Workhouse” 

collection must continue for a while longer, I 

am afraid, as the chap buying our house pulled 

out on the day after the referendum result. 

So all you lot who voted Brexit not only lost us 

our sale;  you also lowered the price of our house!  

You owe me a pint (or two).  But hope springs eternal, 

etc.  Another nice lady has now visited us a couple of 

times.  She would appear to be quite keen, so we are 

keeping everything crossed. 

As GWJ and I tottered out of the Harriers around 

3 July, two chaps accosted us in the pub car park.  

First they asked us if we were local (we had to think 

for a moment as we live in Hydestile!).  Then they told 

us that they were scouting locations for a film. They 

were looking for a long track over fields to a wood-

land.  Hundred Acres Field, at the back of the Church, 

seemed to fit the bill.  

Next question was about an old cottage with a 

traditional garden so we took them down to Oakhurst.  

They seemed delighted and were going to phone the 

National Trust.   

They did tell us the name of the production but 

because of our old age – too much gin, etc – we can 

only remember half of the title “The Schoolmaster’s 

Wife and …….”. 

Guess what Jan and I have realised over the last 

few years? It is that if you don’t own a computer, you 

become invisible!   I recently cleared out loads and 

loads of photographs.  I have been taking photographs 

since I was nine years old (what do you mean that they 

weren’t invented then?) and I sent them all (by post) to 

some thirty different people around the country.  

About two months later, I have had one phone call of 

thanks from Peter Jones in Ash Vale.  No cards, no 

letters and only one phone call (a thank you in person? 

– yes, just one, from John and Soo May!).  So that 

must mean that everyone of this generation has lost the 

capacity to write and can only tap a keyboard. 

See  you  on  Sunday 14 August at the Bandstand      

in Godalming, for “Cryin’ Out Loud”. 

Ross 

ps:  from John Castle of the vintage motorcycle club, a 

few thoughts about riding an old bike! 
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THE HAMBLEDON VILLAGE SHOW 
 
 

Saturday 3 September 
 

 

THE VILLAGE HALL 
 

We need YOU to make the show a success.  You could win Best in Show! 

A fun day’s entertainment open to all in the village 
 

The Hall will be open for setting up exhibits from 9.30am to 11.30am.  Entry fee 20p per exhibit.  First 

and second prizes will be awarded when merited. Please bring your own vases and plates where required 

to display your exhibit.  Baked items may be covered with cling film to prevent the exhibit from drying 

out. Where appropriate produce should be grown by the entrant and, in the case of artistic sections, items 

should be crafted by their own fair hands. 
 

After judging the show will be OPEN TO THE PUBLIC from 2pm to 4.30pm, free entry.  Refreshments 

available.   The silver tray for Best In Show will be awarded at 4pm.  Exhibits must not be removed   

before 4.30pm.  Please call Andy Falk, 01428 683863, or Nessie Alexander, 01428 685968 if you 

need more information 

Flower Section 
 

Class 
1. 1 flowered rose, with own foliage 

2. 3 flowered roses, one or more varieties 

3. 3 dahlias, medium or small, any type 

4. 1 sunflower 

5. 3 stems marigolds, any type 

6. 6 stems sweet pea 

7. 3 stems of any flower not mentioned in this section 

8. 3 stems of any berrying or flowering shrub, any variety 

9. Any other flowering plant in a pot not exceeding 8 inches 

10. A foliage plant in a pot not exceeding 8 inches 

 
 

Vegetable Section 
 

11. 5 potatoes, one variety 

12. 5 carrots 

13. 5 onions 

14. 3 beetroot 

15. 3 parsnips 

16. 3 leeks, trimmed 

17. 8 runner beans 

18. 8 french beans 

19. 5 cherry tomatoes 

20. 5 tomatoes 

21. 3 courgettes (between 4 and 6 inches long) 

22. 1 cucumber (any type) 

23. 1 marrow not exceeding 15 inches in length 

24. 2 globe artichokes 

25. 2 peppers (any colour) 

26. 2 any other vegetables 
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Fruit Section 
 

27. 5 figs 

28. 5 plums, one variety 

29. 5 pears, one variety 

30. 5 dessert apples, one variety 

31. 5 cooking apples, one variety 

32. Any other fruit exhibited on a plate 

33. Any berried fruit exhibited on a plate 
 

Arts & Crafts Section 
 

34. A handmade greetings card (A5 maximum) 

35. A knitted scarf 

36. A pencil drawing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II (A4 maximum) 

37. A sentence using each of the letters  H A M B L E D O N  in order (written/typed, A4 paper) 
 

Floral Art Section 
 

38. An arrangement to celebrate 150 years [since the birth] of Beatrix Potter (accessories allowed) 
 

                                      Cake Section 
39. Home made chocolate cake (any size/shape) 

40. Home made jam-filled swiss roll (strawberry or raspberry jam) 

 

                                Jam Section                               
41. Home made 2016 strawberry jam in a jar 

42. Home made 2016 raspberry jam in a jar 

43. Home made 2016 chutney (any variety) in a jar 
 

                                   Photo Section 
44. Your own photo (3 max) of aspects of ‘Surrey’, unframed and unmounted,  

              max 10 x 8 inches (colour or black and white prints) 

45. Your own photo (3 max) of ‘Clouds’, unframed and unmounted,  

              max 10 x 8 inches (colour or black and white prints) 
 

Miscellaneous Section 
 

46. 1 animal created from fruit and/or vegetables (open to all, see also Children’s Section no. 56) 

47. A freak shaped vegetable 

48. A bouquet of fresh herbs (minimum 3 varieties) 

49. Largest marrow or pumpkin 

50. Largest runner bean 

51. Largest potato 
 

Children’s Section - 12 years and under 
52. A short poem to celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th Birthday (written/typed on A4 paper) 

53. 4 home made decorated biscuits 

54. Largest sunflower head 

55. 3 decorated cup-cakes 

56. 1 Animal created from fruit and/or vegetables  
 

                                       Children’s  Section - 8 years and under 
57. 3 home made decorated biscuits. 

58.  A Lego royal palace, or castle, in celebration of  Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th Birthday 

            (no bigger than A4)  (NB not straight from the shop) 
                                                               

                            Children’s  Section - 5 years and under 
59.   Mustard and/or cress 
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Useful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone NumbersUseful Information and Telephone Numbers    
 

 

 

GP SURGERIES AND HEALTH CENTRES 
 

Witley – The Surgery, Wheeler Lane, Witley GU8 5QR 
 Tel:   Doctors 01428 682218 
  Community Nurses 01428 685249 
 Health Visitors 01428 685249 
 

Milford – Hurst Farm Surgery, Chapel Lane, Milford GU8 4EG 

 Tel:   Doctors 01483 415885 
   

 Crossroads Surgery, Church Road, Milford GU8 5JQ 
              Tel:   Doctors 01483 414461 
                       Health Visitors & Community Nurses 01483 415564 
 

Chiddingfold – Ridgeley Road, GU8 4QP 
             Tel:    Doctors         01428 683174 
                       Community Nurses       01428 683735 
 

HOSPITALS 
 

Royal Surrey County Hospital    01483 571122 
Milford Hospital    01483 782000 
 

Equipment for short term use 
Some items only required for a short time (usually 3 months) may be borrowed. Type of 
equipment available includes bed blocks, bed cradles, back rests, commodes, wheelchairs, 
bed pans, urinals. 
Contact: British Red Cross, Equipment Loan Centre, 
              Wey Court, off Meadrow, Godalming, GU7 3JE.  Tel: 01483 429253 
              Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm 
 
 

POLICE 
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer:           currently vacant, replacement to be advised 
e-mail address                                                             waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk 
Urgent calls                                                                                                              999 
Non-urgent and crime reporting                                                                               101 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CO-ORDINATORS 
 
Area 1 Mr Ross Kilsby Hydestile 01483 423637 
Area 2 Mr Arthur Blackman Church Lane 01428 683871 
Area 3 Miss Jane Woolley Woodlands Road 01428 684213 
Area 4 Mrs Caroline Pitt Malthouse Lane 01428 682940 
Area 5 Mr Alf Hammond Cricket Green 01428 683625 
Area 6  Mr John Tidmarsh Lane End 01428 682067 
Area 7 Mr Ion Campbell Feathercombe Lane 01483 860264 
Area 8 Mr Bryon Ware Hambledon Park 01428 289132 
 
UTILITIES 
 
Thames Water (Customer Enquiries) 0800 3169800 
Southern Water (Customer Enquiries) 0845 2780845 
Southern Electric (Emergency) 24 Hours 0800 0727282 
Gas (Emergency) 24 hours 0800 111 999  
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HAMBLEDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
 

Councillors John Anderson 01428 682666 
 Mary Grove 01483 415815 
 Karen Jones 01428 681339 
 Mike Parry 01428 682303 
 Paul Pattinson 01428 682000 
 Stewart Payne 01483 425250 
 Philip Underwood 01428 682742 
 
Clerk Jane Woolley 01428 684213 
 e-mail                                          j.woolley881@btinternet.com 
 

Surrey County Councillor   Mrs Victoria Young  0203 65015995 
 

Waverley Borough Councillors 
    Nick Holder                01428 682402 
    Anna James                 01428 682844 
 

GENERAL 
 

Borough Hall 01483 523333 
 

Cinema Borough Hall (Tickets & Information) 01483 523004 
 

Library 01483 422743 
 

Hambledon Village Shop is able to arrange  deliveries                          01428 682176 
 

St Peter’s Hambledon – church office                                                 01483 421267 
(and see page 3 for more information) 
 

Hambledon Village Hall – for terms and bookings    01428 683588 
 

Train Information 
Times and fares for all national services      0845 7484950 
 

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 
Lifts to medical appointments, collecting prescriptions for Hambledon residents without  
transport, ring 01428 682959.  If no response within 24 hours please call 01428 684390  
 

VETERINARY SURGEONS 
 

Milford Veterinary Surgery 
37, New Road, Milford 01483 414747 
Rivendell 
24, St Johns Street, Farncombe 01483 421833 

In an emergency, ring either number 

 
Hambledon Village Shop & Post Office 

Opening Times 
 

 Shop Post Office 

Monday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Tuesday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Wednesday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Thursday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Friday 9 – 5.00 9.30 – 12.30 1.30 – 4.30 

Saturday 9 – 1.00 9.30 – 12.30 Closed 

Sunday 9 – 12.00 Closed Closed 

8.30 – 5.00 

8.30 – 5.00 

8.30 – 5.00 

8.30 – 5.00 

8.30 – 5.00 

8.30 – 4.00 

8.30 – 4.00 
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Church House, 30 Church Street, Godalming, Surrey GU7 1EP   (NEW ADDRESS –  Please note) 

call our Grants Manager, Kate Peters, 01483 478092, or email her at  info@cfsurrey.org.uk  

or email her  at 

(NEW DETAILS –  Please note): 
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Crossword 

Puzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle SolutionsPuzzle Solutions    

Sudoku  
 
  Easy                        Intermediate 

 Word Search    

This will resume  
 

in September 


